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Bruno Bettelheim, from The Informed Heart

Heart and reason can no longer be kept in their separate places... The daring heart must invade reason 
even as the symmetry of reason must give way to admit love.

Grosse Meditation, Alexej von Jawlensky



Editor’s Greetings
We are always looking for people to write articles; from 
a short review, letter or obituary to a longer piece. Please 
don’t think that only ‘writers’ contribute; quite the oppo-
site, it is people who simply have an interest or passion 
on a subject that motivates them. Don’t worry if it’s not 
grammatically perfect or if the spelling is not right. We edit 
the articles and try to catch any mistakes! If you would 
be interested to write a review for a book, especially one 
just published, we do get copies of new books from the 
anthroposophical publishers and are always looking for 
willing reviewers. Let me know if you are interested to 
be asked when a new book comes; you can always say 
no if you need to—oh, and you keep the book as well, 
a good perk I think!

Being an English journal, it is always a challenge to main-
tain the involvement of the non-English Camphill places, 
both in terms of writers and readers. So if you know of an 
issue in other European countries including eastern Eu-
rope—or anywhere else for that matter—that readers of the 
Correspondence would like to know about, we would be 
very grateful if you could write about it or ensure someone 
else does. Or if someone might be interested in taking out 
a subscription: Camphillers themselves, board members, 
friends, family. Or if you know of someone who would 
like a subscription anywhere in the world, either in one 
of the poorer parts of our planet or elsewhere, please do 
offer them a gift subscription.

Most of all the Camphill Correspondence needs your 
interest and your support. Encouragement, involvement, 
constructive criticism and feedback are always important 
to us! Keep it coming. The Correspondence team are the 
willing facilitators of the Camphill instrument of com-
munication; our aim is to serve the ‘Candle on the Hill’ 
as best we can.

With warm thanks and a big hello!                    Maria

Freddy Heimsch is 80!

When I saw Freddy cutting his birthday cake here 
in Finland I recalled how much he and his wife 

Kaarina have brought about in this country by establish-
ing curative education and social therapy in the name of 
Camphill. Their work in Sylvia-koti began in 1967 and 
has brought together innumerable good people to learn 
and carry this work.

Having known Freddy as a special friend since 1942 
I was glad to welcome him on his arrival in Camphill 
Scotland in 1950. Very soon he joined the second group 
of the Camphill Seminar together with Christof Andreas 
Lindenberg, Christl Bender, Gillian Hockliffe, Brigitte El-
lison, Willi Seiss, Manfred Ehringer, Gerda Masvkowitz, 
Anneli Gilles, Erika Opitz, Irma Roehling, Waltraut Rainer, 
Lucy Sieg, Alona van der Stok, Rudolf Schweiker, Günther 
Will, Rosemarie Herberg and Brigitte Köber.

The years of being both teachers in St John’s School 
with a unique college of teachers are unforgettable. 
Good wishes and much appreciation to Freddy on his 
eightieth. Friedwart Bock

As Peter Howe wrote in the last issue of the Correspond-
ence, I am now your new editor! So let me tell you 

a bit about myself. 
I have been involved in the Camphill Correspondence 

since 1987. Originally I stepped in to help with the sub-
scriptions for a few months, and have been doing it ever 
since! I came to Botton Village Camphill Community, UK 
(from my native Canada) just for a year to travel and get a 
taste of another culture, before I went back home—that 
was over twenty years ago and home became England 
within months of my arrival. I have lived in Camphill in 
Botton and nearby Middlesbrough, and will very soon 
become a member of the Camphill Community. 

I would like to introduce the rest of the team to you. 
Deborah Ravetz will become more directly involved in the 
running of the Correspondence again. Long-term readers 
will remember that she was the Editor before Peter, and got 
the Correspondence back on an even keel, steadfast and 
reliable! Her role now will be to contribute particularly 
with the artistic side of things. I am very glad to have her 
experience and expertise with us. 

I have already discovered as well how much Christoph 
Hänni, who does the lay-up faithfully, knows about the 
process of producing the Correspondence! I am indebted 
to him for his help and patient advice. He has been an 
invaluable support behind the scenes of the Correspond-
ence for a number of years now.

No introductory letter would be complete without ac-
knowledging the efforts of your ‘outgoing’ editor, Peter; 
who has served the magazine so faithfully for so many 
years. His commitment has ensured that the Correspond-
ence has continued to flourish all these years. Thank 
you Peter! You have passed on a thriving and healthy 
endeavour.

I think I can speak for Deborah, Christoph, and Peter 
when I say that we love and honour the Camphill Cor-
respondence. We love the mixture of ideas, articles, 
thoughts, people, and nationalities. We love the attempt as 
a movement to communicate with each other, to keep in 
touch, to convey our journeys, struggles, joys, discoveries. 
It’s fantastic to think that the Correspondence is a vehicle 
which allows so many individuals to contribute in so many 
different ways.
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The Being of Man and the Festivals, Part 3

Dr. Karl König

Translated from the German by G. S. Francis. 
A lecture given in May, 1932, at the Curative Education 

Home, Schloss Pilgramshein, Silesia. Reprinted from 
Anthroposophy Vol. 1 No.4 Christmas 1932

Now that we have discovered the seasons within the 
human body—winter in the bones, spring in the 

muscles, summer in the nerves and autumn in the ves-
sels that are the bearers of the blood—we must venture 
one step further and ask the question: are the festivals 
of these seasons also to be found in an organic form 
within the body? All the systems we have described and 
which may be thought of as the seasons within the hu-
man body, would be incomplete if each did not possess 
a central organ. Just as the seasons of the year would 
be incomplete without the festivals, so too within our 
body, there are four organic structures buried mysteri-
ously within the systems of bones, muscles, nerves and 
blood vessels.

If we study the bone system taken as a whole with 
skull, ribs, limb-bones and spinal column, we find it to 
be a firmly united, harmoniously formed structure. It is 
complete in itself, a perfectly self-enclosed structure, 
but it would be condemned to destruction if there were 
not living within it like a seed, something whereby its 
future is assured. In the time of deepest winter when the 
earth has inbreathed and is encrusted, enclosed within 
her own being, the inner light of Christmas begins to 
shine; and out of this light the hope of re-awakening 
glimmers in its first rays. Likewise embedded within 
the bone system, not belonging to it and yet its noblest 
part, lies the larynx. It is the cradle in which the word 
is perpetually born, even as at Christmas the Light of 
the World was born. Without a larynx the bones would 
lose their purpose, without Christmas the earth would 
ossify. In the season of winter lies the feast of the birth 
of Christ. Within the skeleton lies the larynx, the organ 
which gives birth to our words.

Easter falls in the season of spring. Easter points us to 
the central point of the whole sweep of human history, 
to the Event which Rudolf Steiner always referred to as 
the Mystery of Golgotha. Within our muscular system 
too there lies an organ which may justly be called the 
central point of our whole being, namely, the heart. 
Itself a muscle, the heart is the constant preserver and 
sustainer of our existence. Everything radiates from it 
and back to it again. All the muscles are grouped around 
the heart, receiving from there the stream of blood and 
sending the blood back to the heart again. The heart is the 
permanent centre of our being, just as the Easter festival 
is the eternal centre of the whole evolutionary process 
of the earth and of humanity. Renewing forces, forces 
that are wellsprings of life stream out from Easter to the 
souls of men and back again. This festival of spring is 
the festival of the conquest over death which our heart, 
in its perpetual beat, celebrates unceasingly. The heart 
is the most central muscle, the bestower of life through 
the power of the overcoming of death which it bears 
within itself.

As the larynx redeems the hardening of the bone system 
and thus becomes the fulfiller of the command: ‘Protect 

Indian from Vancouver, Canada, 
Hans Wimmer
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Thyself from the Evil,’ so is the heart, because it is the 
wellspring of life, the fulfiller of the command: ‘Know 
Thyself.’ The great process to which Goethe referred as 
‘dying and becoming’ is expressed as world-fact in the 
Easter festival. It lives as bodily fact perpetually in the 
heart and works as an act of knowledge in the saying: 
‘Know Thyself.’

The forces of the nerve too would ebb away if there 
did not lie within the system a small, calcified structure 
which serves as its centre and which alone makes it pos-
sible for human beings to fulfil the command: ‘Receive 
the Light.’ The pineal gland, embedded within the brain, 
is the organ which we may think of as representing the 
‘festival’ in the nervous system. It contains chalk deposits 
in their most delicate form and, considered with true 
insight, it is as if this organ represented a kind of coun-
terpart of the bones within the nervous system, as if it 
had carried the substance of winter into the substance 
of summer, thus checking the possibility of over-exuber-
ance, beginning the work of demolition, quelling pride. 
It is the pineal gland which enables us to ‘receive the 
light’ and by inner transformation to awaken to new pos-
sibilities of existence. It represents the festival of St. John 
within the body. When as a reflection of earlier festivals 
we light the fires on mountain heights at this midsum-
mer festival and send the flames of the burning wood 
out into the surrounding world, this is like the clear fire 
of knowledge shining out from the region of the pineal 
gland into the spaces of the head. That which in the outer 
world has solidified into wood and is thus able to burn 
and glow, has densified into the calcified pineal gland 
from which an inner fire glows continually.

Thus we find the festivals of Christmas, Easter and St. 
John represented within our body, and we can see from 
this that the festivals are necessities in themselves, just 
as heart, larynx and pineal gland are necessities in our 
existence.

Finally, in autumn, the festival of Michaelmas calls us 
to alert consciousness, with the command: ‘Look around 
Thee.’ And now we must try to discover the ‘festival’ 
in the system of blood vessels. In a wonderful lecture 
(delivered on April 10, 1923) Rudolf Steiner indicated 
how during the season of autumn a picture of what 
is at work outside in the cosmos can be found in the 
blood-channels in the body. He spoke of the wonder-
ful meteoric showers which appear at the beginning of 
autumn, piercing their shining way through the summer 
nights, and indicated that we find the corresponding 
phenomenon in the iron contained within the blood 
vessels. Just as organic iron is continually precipitated 
in the red blood corpuscles and this is the only metal of 
which any considerable amount is traceable in our body, 
so do the meteors stream into the autumn atmosphere 
as the bearers of the spiritual forces which check the 
exuberant summer and give to the earth the substance 
necessary to her inbreathing. By way of the meteors a 
spiritual power streams into the earth, a power which 
destroys life; thus has Rudolf Steiner described it. We 
know that it is the iron in the blood which promotes the 
inbreathing, that it draws the oxygen of the air to itself. 
And it is precisely in the blood vessels that this power of 
the iron manifests. The meteors in the heavens outside 
and the iron within us are identical structures. 

But in the Michaelmas festival man pays homage to 
that spiritual power which thrusts the meteors down 

to the earth in order to quench the rising vapours of 
an all too exuberant life. In the picture of Michael and 
his fight with the dragon we have the same motif. But 
these forces of the Michael festival live also in the iron 
within our blood which continually holds in check the 
excessive activity of life as it tries to permeate the blood. 
This makes it possible for the human being to fulfil the 
command: ‘Look around Thee.’ Because the power of 
the iron is working, we need not let ourselves sink into 
the flowing substances of the body but we can rise above 
it and receive the spiritual forces streaming towards us 
from the being of the Archangel Michael. As the world 
without the dragon of summer is held in check by the 
meteoric forces of autumn, so does the iron in the blood 
keep watch over the dragon in the blood (the dragon who 
spreads his being over the region of the blood vessels). 
Thus we are enabled to behold the world and through 
the world to know ourselves.

And so we have discovered the four festivals of the 
year in our own body and have been able thereby to 
realise the sense in which these festivals are necessities. 
They have not been instituted out of an arbitrary will, 
nor are they merely the outcome of ancient tradition; 
they are unconditional necessities of the whole course 
of nature in which they are placed and to which they 
belong. Another picture too will bring home to us the 
nature of the festivals still more clearly. Just as man 
stands within the kingdoms of nature, surrounded by 
but rising above the animal, plant and mineral; so is 
the festival placed in its season but standing over and 
above it. A materialistic science has believed man to 
be the final product and offspring of the whole organic 
and inorganic world. The Spiritual Science of Rudolf 
Steiner has taught us, however, that mineral, plant and 
animal could not have come into being had man not 
existed. Mineral, plant and animal have sprung from 
man, not he from them. 

So too the festivals are the highlights in the course 
of the yearly seasons. But for that very reason they are 
the primary impulses around which the seasons have 
grouped themselves. They stand within the coursing flow 
of natural life just as man stands within the kingdoms 
of nature. And just as man is the bearer of the Spirit, 
the being who through his humanity will gradually re-
deem animal, plant and stone—so are the festivals the 
bearers of the Spirit within the earthly seasons. They 
are the points at which the Earth-Spirit and the World-
Spirit meet together. If the human soul can form a new 
union with these pivotal points of the year, then it can 
share in the streaming of Spirit which pours down into 
the earthly world through the festivals. Man and man 
alone can bring healing and redemption into the world 
of nature. 

In like manner do the festivals bring healing and 
redemption into the course of the year. Through man 
and through the festivals, forces of healing pour into 
the earthly world and if man unites his being with the 
festivals, the healing forces will come to their own and 
be able to work with their inherent power. Such a union 
brings the human soul to that Being by Whom the fes-
tivals have been stamped into the very life of the earth, 
to that Being of Whom it is said: ‘In the Beginning was 
the Word.’ By the Word all things were made. From the 
Word streams the power of the four seasons and the four 
festivals. But from the Word too there flows the form of 
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Remembering Hermann Gross (1904–1988)
Robin Jackson, Aberdeen, Scotland

Hermann Gross was born on February 4th 1904 in Lahr 
in Baden. When it was time to leave school in 1919, 

it was clear that Gross wanted to be an artist. However, 
his father, who had a publishing business decided that in 
order to become an artist, Gross would first need a solid 
grounding in a practical profession. From 1919 until 
1925 Gross attended the Kunstgewerbeschule (Art and 
Crafts School) in Stuttgart, where he learned to become 
a gold- and silversmith. Then in 1925 Gross enrolled 
on a course in engraving and metal-chasing at the State 
Academy of Fine and Applied Arts in Berlin. 

In 1926 Gross moved to Paris with his partner Hilde-
gard Friedrichs, author and fashion illustrator. They 
shared a shed-like building in a dreary courtyard at 48 
Avenue des Gobelins in Montparnasse. It is known that 
Gross knew Picasso and Matisse and it seems highly 
probable, given the number of years Gross spent in this 
small Paris district, that he was also acquainted with 
Chagall, Modigliani and Braque. In 1929 Gross exhib-
ited at the Salon d’Automne in Paris a metal sculpture 
entitled ‘Portrait de jeune fille repoussé sur cuivre’. One 
Parisian art critic observed that his work ‘has a soul of 
the most perfect noblesse.’ 

In 1935 Gross left Paris and returned to Berlin which 
was now under the Nazi regime. His return was prob-
ably prompted by changes that had taken place in his 
personal life. He and Hildegard Friedrichs had separated 
and he was suffering from a sense of alienation and was 
missing his German friends. In 1940 Gross was called 
up and served in Hermann Göring’s Luftwaffe propa-
ganda unit which was stationed in Paris. His selection 
almost certainly resulted from his specialist knowledge 
and expertise. The fact that Gross was a witness of, and 
indirectly complicit in, the wholesale plundering of the 
artistic heritage of the city he loved by his own country-
men must have had a devastating psychological effect 
upon him. Further, the fact that his own work and that 
of the artists he most admired—Matisse, Picasso, Braque 
—were regarded as degenerate by the authorities would 
have been hard to bear. 

Gross returned from the war in a very poor psychologi-
cal condition. For a time he lived a quiet and humdrum 
middle-class existence that was quite at odds with his 
true character. In 1948 he married Hildegard Rath, a 
painter, author, teacher and lecturer, and moved with 
her to the USA, living in New York and Vermont. There 
a long productive period of religious painting began. A 
number of his religious paintings were exhibited at the 
Macbeth Gallery in New York in 1948. However Gross 
never succeeded in adjusting to America; that adventure 
and his marriage to Hildegard Rath both ended and he 
returned to Berlin in 1956. 

the human body in which the seasons and the festivals 
have their expression. The innermost essence of the 
Word is the Healer of the world, the Bearer of the heal-
ing forces with which we must work if we are truly to 
be redeemers. If the human soul receives the powers of 
Christ into itself, then it can find access to the world of 
the healing forces and bring these forces into the world. 

The festivals of the year are a picture of this; the human 
body too is a picture of it. Let us learn once again in full 
consciousness to celebrate the festivals truly in order 
that along the path opened up for us by Rudolf Steiner 
we may draw near to the Christ. In this way we must 
endeavour to unfold a conscious understanding of the 
healing forces that are working in the world.

Divorced from Hildegard Rath, he later married Trude 
Sand, a journalist and broadcaster who he had known 
before the war. Life seemed settled until a friend of Trude 
who lived in Scotland happened to show some of Gross’s 
work to Dr Karl König, the founder of the Camphill 
Movement. After some time had elapsed a meeting was 
arranged between König and Gross. In 1963 to the total 
bewilderment of all his friends, Gross decided to leave 
Stuttgart and move to Scotland. The time spent living 
and working in the Camphill community was the last 
chapter in Gross’s biography. 

Gross lived in this children’s community in Aberdeen 
as artist in residence. He made a significant contribution 
to the community’s understanding of the purpose and 
value of art, not simply by making his work available 
to the community, but by ensuring that the art-making 
process itself was accessible and visible and not some 
precious and exclusive activity. 

Gross made clear that he did not consciously set out 
to paint in an abstract manner. What he sought to do 

Marga Schnell and Robin Jackson  
with Hermann’s paintings
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Leading images
Andrew Hoy, Svetlana Village, Leningrad

About a dozen years ago I wrote a short article for 
Camphill Correspondence with the somewhat pro-

vocative title Whatever Happened to the Book of Im-
ages? I tried to follow up this question a few years later 
with an article on what I took to be three leading images. 
I was not sufficiently persuasive to elicit any response 
then and so I allowed the subject to go into that kind 
of digestive sleep we imagine occurs between one life 
and the next. Or, maybe, it was like those insects that 
reappear periodically after a definite number of years? 
Well, the article did get a twelve year response when I 
was asked to give a short course on leading images to 
the training course in Copake this past winter.

It was during the first of the Village Conferences held 
in Newton Dee in January of 1960 that Karl König ex-
pressed the thought that our relationship to those with 
whom we lived might be shaped differently if we occu-
pied ourselves with what he called Leading Images. (It 
was often his custom when visiting centers of the Cam-
phill Movement to encourage us to look for our spiritual 
antecedents—personalities, maybe a specific novel, or 
even images to help build a deeper foundation for our 
work.) He said: ‘It is our task to create in ourselves lead-
ing images—what we call in German Leitbilder—arche-
typal pictures.’ In creating village communities together 
with people having special needs we were entering a 
new domain and Karl König felt that we would have to 
school ourselves anew, to be newly ‘imaged’.

Another source for such an activity that occupies itself 
with images can be found in Rudolf Steiner’s book, Occult 
Science, in the chapter ‘Knowledge of Higher Worlds’. 
It is there that Steiner prepares the soul mood that is es-

was to simplify the connections between the various 
elements of a picture and then slowly crystallise them 
into their simplest form. He would then search in that 
abstract form for the subject that lay dormant there. The 
geometric construction, the restricted and understated 
palette owe a debt to Braque, whilst the dream-like and 
mythic quality of many of his other paintings remind one 
of Chagall. That is no surprise given that both Braque 
and Chagall were active in Paris at the time Gross was 
living and working there. However, it would be wrong 
to conclude that Gross was in any way a derivative art-
ist; he clearly imposed his own quite distinctive mark 
on his work.

Gross’s work is unique insofar as there are relatively few 
examples of children as subjects in either classical or mod-
ern art apart from the iconic representations of the Christ 
child. Usually children are incidental or background 
figures. Not only does Gross take children as his principal 
subjects, but he goes one step further and encourages the 
viewer to reflect upon the transient nature of childhood 
and all the vulnerabilities inherent in it.

The question arises as to why Gross’s work is not more 
widely known. Part of the answer lies in his decision 
to spend the latter part of his life in a Camphill com-
munity in Scotland. When Gross came to Scotland he 
abandoned a career in the ordinary sense of the word, 
for a large part of an ordinary artist’s life is taken up try-

ing to find a market for his work. Freed from concerns 
about remuneration, Gross no longer saw his works as 
commodities for sale. 

The time is long overdue for Gross’s great talents as a 
painter and sculptor to be more generally recognised. 
Whilst no extravagant claim is made that Gross was a 
major artist on the same level as his more celebrated 
contemporaries in the Paris of the 1920’s and 1930’s, 
he was, nevertheless, highly original and gifted. And his 
most productive period appears to have been when he 
was working modestly as an artist in residence in a small 
school in the north east of Scotland remote from the 
artistic and intellectual heartlands of Paris and Berlin. 

Three years before his death in 1988 Gross sought to 
give expression to the purpose of his art: 

The painting of a picture is no aesthetic matter. In so 
far as it is possible I would like it to be a communica-
tion from heart to picture and then from picture to 
heart, wherever such a contact is allowed.

Robin Jackson is a consultant to Camphill Rudolf 
Steiner Schools, Aberdeen; and was for three years 

Development and Training Co-ordinator for Camphill.

sential in contemplating such a leading image when he 
introduced the image of The Rose Cross. He wrote:

Such images are to be distinguished from the visu-
alizations of everyday life which have the task of 
depicting outer things. They involve the opening of 
the soul to quite different thoughts. These thoughts 
exercise, by their very nature, an awakening power 
upon certain hidden faculties of the human soul. The 
best visualizations for this purpose are emblematic 
or symbolic.

Since these hidden qualities are of a moral nature we 
have to curb our tendency towards intellectual thinking 
and our need to understand content and meaning.

When we consider the challenges presented to us in 
our encounters with people having special needs it be-
comes evident that new attitudes are to be fostered in 
us; attitudes that may not only apply within our special 
field of work but which have the potential to invigorate 
the whole of our present day existence. Since my ear-
lier deliberations I have lived for the past ten years in 
Russia where I have experienced the power of the icon 
to awaken feelings of the deepest reverence within the 
human soul. When one enters the Tretiakov Gallery in 
Moscow and the two rooms containing the icons of Andrei 
Rublev, one may find someone standing before each of 
the icons as if inhaling them, perhaps in prayer, before 
bending to kiss one corner and move on to the next icon. 
Within a church a candle would be lit and placed near 
to the icon and quite deferential gestures performed, for 
the presence of such an image asks for an outer response. 
Each person appears naked of any pretense and is seen, 
for one brief moment, in utter simplicity. 

An exhibition called ‘Art and Soul: The Work of Hermann 
Gross’, was held in March and April at Aberdeen University’s 
Marischal Museum. 
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The more famous icons 
to which miracles have 
been attributed become 
the goal of pilgrims from 
quite distant regions; for 
their power is seen to 
extend over a wide area. 
Such a miracle-working 
icon, The Mother of God 
of Tikhvin, is to be found 
at a monastery fifty kilom-
eters to the east of Svet-
lana Village. When this 
icon returned from the 
U.S. a few years ago, it 
was welcomed back with 
celebrations in some vil-
lages around us. The hope 
was expressed that this 
icon might bring about 
an improvement in the 
moral life of our region. 
My own approach to such 
icons has also undergone 
a change, for I have come 
to include icons as lead-
ing images. They are both 
emblematic and symbolic 
and have the power to 
awaken feelings of the 
deepest reverence.

The question then arises of our ability to recognize 
such a leading or guiding image, for each one of us will 
take this as an individual challenge. For many who have 
made the choice comes the recognition that it is usually 
the image that chooses us. Often we do not have to go 
far to find it. In time, as we begin to identify with it, it 
becomes imprinted upon our soul like a seal upon wax. 
It is through such an impression that others may have a 
subconscious experience of what Karl König intended 
with this exercise.

Nevertheless, in answer to the question that I posed, 
the Goetheanum contained a fairly extensive gallery of 
leading images, both in the colored windows as well as 
in the paintings on the ceilings of the two cupolas. One 
begins to recognize the quality of a leading image on 
account of the tension or seeming contradiction that it 
presents. Polarity is another good word, and behind this 
polarity lies the archetype and a possible window into 
the spiritual world.

I would like to offer an illustration of a leading im-
age out of the everyday life of Russia, the image of The 
Mother of God with Her Child. I know that I am out 
of my depth in attempting this and hope that you will 
accept this. I do not take a single representation, but a 
compilation of various icons. The icon of The Mother of 
God—for so She is known in Russia—is clearly symbolic 
and not naturalistic (her Child is at times portrayed as a 
little adult). Its seeming tension can be felt in that nothing 
of the outpouring of joy that we associate with a birth is 
present. The Mother is full of sorrow, often clothed in a 
black garment, with her head bent and being comforted 
by Her Child. Joy and sorrow intermingle. It is as if her 
joy had already been tempered by a vision of future 
events—and so the icon stretches in time between birth 

and death. This time ele-
ment can even further be 
emphasized when ageing 
has affected the quality of 
the icon, as if the wood on 
which it has been painted 
had been wounded. And 
then our attention can be 
drawn in so many icons 
to the relationship of the 
larger halo of the Mother 
to the smaller halo of Her 
Child, to that which in our 
eyes would be a supersen-
sible experience. Almost 
immediately we recall 
the ground plan of the 
first Goetheanum, with its 
two intersecting circles of 
unequal size that embrace 
one another.

Since it is our individual 
ego that awaits devel-
opment, to become en-
dowed with an element 
higher than ourselves, 
Rudolf Steiner sometimes 
described it as the ‘child’ 
within us. This element of 
a higher ego finds its resi-
dence within the smaller 

of the two cupolas where the only word to appear on 
the building was written—JCH—representing the ego 
in German and, perhaps, the letters for the higher ego 
of Jesus Christ? The ceiling of the larger cupola gave 
expression in images of our earthly evolution. Here we 
could imagine the residence of The Divine Sophia, the 
heavenly wisdom that embraces the past, the present 
and the future.

You may have recognized that I have steered clear of 
using the name of Mary; in this icon She is named dif-
ferently. Even as She embraces an earthly event we are 
led to a cosmic relationship. Such a relationship includes 
the words ‘anthropos’, for all that is truly human in us, 
and Sophia, for Wisdom or Knowledge of our own hu-
manity, our true being. 

It would be possible to take this juxtaposition of ideas 
and images further by turning to the Rhythms of the Foun-
dation Stone Meditation. It is in Wednesday’s Rhythm 
where we might discover that the heavenly wisdom (the 
Divine Sophia who embraces the past, the present and 
the future) and our human ego are intertwined; experi-
enced in time embracing what is eternal within us, and 
yet requiring the substance of the body. Nevertheless, 
regardless of any insights that may awaken within us, it 
is the activity of turning to leading images that will make 
the difference to our social and cultural life.

There is a beautiful passage in Rudolf Steiner’s book 
Knowledge of the Higher Worlds and its Attainment 
where he describes the need to establish a dwelling in 
the spiritual world. He called it ‘the building of a hut’. 
A possible foundation for this dwelling might be found 
in the icon of The Mother of God.

Andrew is one of our older Camphillers who has 
worked in Britain, the States, India and latterly Russia.

The Mother of God of Tikhvin
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How it is for a young co-worker in Camphill
Sebastian Groh, Mannheim, Germany

It is said that people can only 
cope with a difficult situation if 

they see meaning in it. Meaning 
nowadays is in short supply. Thus 
it is an indescribable feeling for 
a co-worker to work in Camphill 
with the belief in doing something 
which is truly meaningful.

Having left the Camphill Com-
munity Thornbury in the UK and 
thinking back to that time which 
lies just half a year behind me, 
brings up a whole lot of emo-
tions. To start from the beginning: 
I decided to do my National 
Service in England basically in 
order to improve my English. By 
‘chance’ I came to this residential 
school with no expectations but 
with some curiosity. After only 
a short time to get used to the 
community´s way of doing things 
the workload began to be high, 
as was the level of responsibility, 
but it was also very fulfilling. We 
young co-workers needed to learn 
to hold back our personal needs 
from time to time because it was 
sometimes a day and night job. 

In the course of the Foundation 
Year which contained subjects from Child Protection Is-
sues, Syndromes and Polarities to Biodynamic Farming, 
for a new co-worker a totally new world was gradually 
unfolding itself. As well as many educational and wel-
fare matters in which a co-worker is involved on a daily 
basis, you can also get to know an entirely different 
philosophical world view, something which strained the 
constructs of my education but which offered aspects of 
understanding from an entirely different point of view. 

This year went far beyond the often stated simple goals 
of progress in English language skills and getting to know 
a different culture. In retrospect I can say that this helped 
my personal development tremendously. Self control, 
personal stress management, showing initiative, lots of 
patience are a short list of key skills which I developed 
in a place like that and are preconditions in nowadays 
job market.

Looking back I couldn’t imagine the possibility of 
starting my studies right away as is proposed by lots of 
people in order to enter the global competition as soon 
as possible. I couldn’t help but see this year in Camphill 
as a great growth point for a pre-student’s horizon. 

Due to living together with lots of others of your age, 
a nice and homogenous group is created by itself in 
this community. This is the place and the year to build 
up very strong, perhaps even lifelong, friendships. Talk-
ing to other Camphill-experienced young people you 
always feel a kind of connection and of course you can 
relate easily to them but there’s something else, there’s 
something special about all these people. It’s not easy 
to explain!

Needless to say that you can have 
in a group like that loads and 
loads of fun with your mates, but 
Camphill shows you that there’s 
something else as well, which 
opens us, young persons, gradu-
ally the eyes and we see that the 
time comes when we have to 
stop this life in a bubble with a 
horizon barely reaching the two 
next obligations of debauched 
enjoyment.

A very important thing for me 
personally was this total freedom 
in respect to the philosophy 
underlying the whole concept. 
Just as Steiner did not intend to 
inspire belief, each co-worker 
was free to concern himself with 
the fundamental idea or just 
leave it, for, thanks to the good 
instructions, each co-worker was 
capable to do a good job without 
any specific anthroposophical 
knowledge.

Of course this whole thing de-
pends pretty much on the quality 
of its staff, probably far more than 
in usual establishments. Thanks 
to my houseparents this was an 

extremely pleasant year and I learned beyond the daily 
routine a lot about life itself.

Back in Germany I started university, but trying to build 
up a new daily routine wasn´t easy. I didn´t expect it 
but having talked to the other young co-workers back 
home, at first most of us felt a bit uncomfortable and 
alienated. Then I remembered a line I read long time 
ago in Camphill Pages: ‘When you make peace with the 
urban jungle you almost forget the vision of Camphill 
special schools as an island of sanity in a maddening 
world’. Having learned in Camphill to appreciate and 
to be grateful for the small things in life I consider it a 
big step to true happiness.

Once in his life everybody should experience this 
unique capability of a Down’s Syndrome child, or any 
other, to enthuse their fellow human beings—how 
the coolest young guy is moved by such a miraculous 
smile.

All in all it’s a healthy progress of giving and taking in 
Camphill. A giving of the idea of Camphill, a giving from 
the community’s staff, but above all a giving from the 
residents themselves. It’s up to you to seize these chances 
and to have this great feeling of giving back all these 
wonderful things by doing a good job with your students. 
For these reasons a year at Camphill is a unique chance 
for each young person considering time abroad.

Sebastian is a student of economics at  
Mannheim University, Germany. He was a co-worker 

at the Sheiling School, Thornbury, UK, for a year.

Sebastian and the boys
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Registration of Curative Educators and Social Therapists with the Council for 
Anthroposophical Health and Social Care (CAHSC)

Cherry How, Clanabogan, Northen Ireland

In the UK we will soon have an exciting opportunity 
to demonstrate our commitment to high standards of 

anthroposophical social care by registering with CAHSC. 
I have explained in these pages before how CAHSC was 
established on government instigation to regulate anthro-
posophical medical and social care in order to protect 
the public by registering individuals who are trained 
and competent. Representatives of all the professional 
associations (ACESTA for Curative Education and Social 
Therapy) worked together to develop the necessary 
structures and standards, so it is in fact self-regulation, 
not something imposed on us from outside.

Years of work resulted in the Register for Health Profes-
sionals opening on 25 May 2006 and to date just under 
50 doctors and therapists are in the process of registering. 
The Register for Curative Educators and Social Therapists 
will open on 24 June this year and I hope that Camphill 
will rise to this challenge! The recent Assembly of the 
Association of Camphill Communities fully supported 
this step. 

Developing this body has already brought many ben-
efits: closer cooperation among all professionals working 
in the Medical Section, networking between Camphill 
and independent centres, sharing of information and 
awareness raising of issues confronting us. We hope it 
will contribute to safeguarding the future of anthropo-
sophical medicine. We will be seen to be a substantial 
number of professional practitioners who achieve high 
standards of conduct, practice and training based on 
anthroposophy. CAHSC will in time raise confidence 

among practitioners, employers and institutions, be a 
catalyst for the development of anthroposophical health 
and social care, and be an advocate to government, 
commissioners and providers, and the public. CAHSC 
registration is expected to be a condition of employ-
ment in anthroposophical health trainings and in the 
majority of the institutions and practices in the UK. It 
may well also help us in negotiations with authorities 
about matters such as immigration, training and our 
status and standards.

St John’s Day was chosen as the date to open the Regis-
ter because of its connection to community building and 
the call to individual conscience. Rudolf Steiner began 
his lectures on curative education on 25 June 1924. We 
experience that our work is increasingly challenged and 
so it is hoped that the social care places in the UK will 
wholeheartedly support these developments. It will be 
important that those individuals who are entitled to reg-
ister will take this opportunity to show their commitment 
to our values and principles.

More detailed information about the Social Care 
Register will be sent to the communities. Registration 
packs will be available from the Executive Secretary, 
Charles Reynolds, Gallipot Lodge, Upper Hartfield, East 
Sussex, TN7 4AL (telephone 01892 771011) or from  
www.cahsc.org after 24 June.

Cherry has lived in Camphill in Ireland  
since 1972 and is now representing Curative 

Education and Social Therapy on CAHSC.

The Gestures of the Moving Stars, May through August 2007
Hazel Straker, Coleg Elidyr, Wales

This article will be an attempt to describe some of 
the major planetary events against the background 

of the constellations of the Zodiac, as viewed from our 
earth; some are invisible to the naked eye but most are 
visible. All times are GMT.

The Sun will be moving before the constellations of 
Ram, Bull, Twins, Crab and Lion. The Full Moon on 
August 28 will be totally eclipsed by the shadow of our 
earth at 10.35; this will not be visible in the UK as the 
Moon will be below the horizon. This event concludes 
a remarkable number of planetary events taking place 
in August which we will return to after following the 
paths of the planets.

Mercury, the great Sun lover, never moves more than 
18° from the Sun so is rarely visible from the earth. He 
alternates between passing beyond the Sun as in May in 
the Ram and looping in towards the Earth to let the Sun 
catch him up, as on June 28 in the Twins, overtaking the 
Sun again on August 15 in the Lion.

Venus is also a Sun lover but can be up to 47° from the 
Sun, so she has long periods of visibility and is the bright-
est of the planets. In May she is visible moving before the 

horns of the Bull but soon passes into the Twins where the 
Moon passes above her on May 20. She remains visible 
in the evening sky through June and July and is overtaken 
by the Moon on June 18 and July 17. By August she has 
come in towards the Earth and started a retrograde move-
ment to let the Sun catch her up on August 18 after being 
overtaken by the Moon on August 13.

Mars is brightening in the eastern morning twilight 
before sunrise through these four months. The Moon 
passes him in the Fishes on May 12 and June 10 and in 
the Ram July 9. By the next meeting with the Moon on 
August 7 he has moved into the Bull.

Jupiter is up the whole night through May, June and 
July in the Scorpion. The Moon overtakes him on May 
5, June 1 and June 28. On June 5 when the Sun moves 
opposite him he rises at sunset and sets at sunrise. As 
the Sun moves towards him he will gradually rise later; 
when the Moon moves below him on August 22 he will 
only be visible for the second half of the night.

Saturn who has been so beautifully visible in the Lion 
is also rising later and by August will vanish into the light 
of the nearing Sun. The Moon passes him on May 22, 
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June 19, and July 16 so closely as to be an occultation 
from some places.

This remarkable meeting of planets sees Sun, Venus 
Mercury and Saturn all interacting in the heart region of 
the Lion. On August 18 the Sun meets Venus and Mer-
cury meets Saturn within a few degrees of Regulus, mark-
ing the heart of the Lion. A few days earlier the Moon 
greeted them all, and then moved round the Zodiac to 
Neptune in the Waterman to be eclipsed by the shadow 
of the Earth as a Full Moon, on August 28. This all takes 
place at the time of commemorating the beheading of 
John the Baptist, celebrated on August 29.

Wolfgang Held, editor of the Sternkalender, names this 
‘ein Löwe Jahr’ (‘a Lion year’). Last September Saturn en-

tered the Lion after traversing the Twins and Crab during 
the last three years. From research by Willi Sucher we 
learn that this was the same path he has travelled during 
the three years of Christ’s ministry on earth to enter the 
region of the Lion at the first Whitsun. This sounds like a 
challenge to us to deepen our understanding of Whitsun 
as the fulfilment of Christ’s deeds at Easter. What does it 
mean to us today? Can we out of Lion courage seek to 
join this conversation between the divine starry beings 
and contribute to it from our earth experience?

Hazel has lived in Camphill  
in Coleg Elidyr, Wales, for many years  

and has made the study of the stars her life’s work.

The Bridge Builder and 
Other Stories

Rotraut von der Wehl
ISBN  
978-0-620-37809-3 
Translated by Renate Sleigh, 
2007
Reviewed by John Tallo, 
Camphill Schools, Aberdeen, 
Scotland

There was once a King who 
reigned over a large country. 

The border of his country was a 
mighty river, whose banks were 
beautiful and light and the river 
flowed swiftly and majestically...’ 
With these opening words, Ro-
traut von der Wehl takes us on a 
journey down a much travelled 
road into the world of our imagi-
nation, our ‘storytelling world’. 
Since the beginning of time storytelling has been one 
of the cornerstones of society. People in ancient times 

would sit and pass on all that was 
important for the wellbeing of the 
community. This was the begin-
nings of what we today could call 
school! The storyteller became an 
important person in any village 
or town. In our modern world, 
storytelling has been relegated to 
something that is told for small 
children who cannot yet read. 
Rotraut von der Wehl shows us 
just how wrong this is! Her por-
trayal of different ‘professions’ 
captures the listener, allowing 
them to become so enthralled in 
her narrative that their imagination 
becomes a constructive force. We 
read the stories of the farmer, the 
baker, the shoemaker, the miller, 
the fisherman and so on, discov-
ering the archetypal aspects of 
each character. Traditionally such 
stories would be told to young 

and old alike, sitting around a fire perhaps, as the long 
shadows of evening fell around the group. Rotraut is a 
master storyteller who, I would like to believe, would 
have been equally at home around this fire, just as she 
must have been in any house.

Renate Sleigh has translated these stories from the 
original German. She has penned them in such a way 
that they transcend any particular language or place, and 
speak to us in the universal language of our imagination. 
As a teacher, I would dearly have liked to have had these 
stories to hand when introducing the various professions 
to my class. I did not, unfortunately, but would like to 
recommend them to all who teach/work with younger 
children. Not only children; adults should also be al-
lowed to partake of these stories. So, this book should 
be on every bookshelf, not just for show, but there to be 
read and not least told!

John Tallo was born in South Africa, has grown up  
in the Camphill Movement, and lives now with 

his family at the Camphill Rudolf Steiner Schools, 
Aberdeen. He has been a teacher for many years, his 

main interest at the moment is story telling.

Review

‘

Cover Picture
Alexej Jawlensky was part of the group of painters 
known as the Blue Rider and later the Blue Four. He 
believed that all art was a search for God.  His work 
on the theme of the human countenance had as 
its direct inspiration the icon painting of his native 
land.  There he experienced first hand, as a member 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, the healing power 
of icons.  The image of the human countenance 
simplified to this motif was considered by him to 
be his most precious theme.  He searched in the 
human face for the mystery of Christ’s death and 
rebirth and when giving this picture to a friend, 
he called it a chip of his soul.  His celebration of 
the individual is about the selfless rather than the 
selfish self. 
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Vivienne Wilkinson
27th September 1957 – 23rd January 2007

Maureen McIlveney
25th January 1974 – 26th December 2006

Obituaries

Maureen was a first child and 
born with Down’s Syndrome to 

young parents, Anne and Andy. The 
surprise this presented was more than 
was possible for the parents to take at 
that time. 

A social worker was appointed to 
help find a suitable placement for 
Maureen. After a lengthy search the 
social worker heard of Templehill 
in Aberdeenshire, Scotland. This 
Camphill centre was in its infancy, 
allowing people of all ages with 
learning difficulties to live and work 
together. Inge von Schilling was one 
of the young co-workers who formed 
a long and lasting friendship with 
Maureen. 

 When Maureen was 8 years old, she 
was ready to make a move to a school, another Camphill 
Community, Ochil Tower (Rudolf Steiner) School in 
Auchterarder, Perthshire. At Ochil Tower tender Maureen 
was one of a class roughly her own age, and although 
she never excelled academically, she took part in all 
activities, such as singing, dancing, acting, handwork, 
sports, gardening and going on excursions. She made 
many friends, enjoyed life and became more independ-
ent and confident.

After nine years Maureen was ready 
for the next challenge, to join a 
center for the training of young 
adults, Camphill Blair Drummond 
by Stirling. She became an appren-
tice to various crafts, had to accept 
workshop discipline and became 
increasingly dexterous with her fin-
gers. Although in size always small, 
her self-confidence grew and she 
held her own among her peers. She 
had become a reliable member of 
her house-community and work-
shops including the bakery which 
she loved. 

As Christmas was approaching, 
Maureen always got excited about 
going home and enjoying family 
life with her Mum and Dad, Gran, 

aunts, uncles and cousins. However this was to be her 
last Christmas; Maureen’s breathing became laboured 
and she developed bronchial pneumonia. She died 
peacefully in hospital with her parents by her side. 

Maureen has touched many hearts, and former teachers 
and friends far and wide shared in the knowledge of her 
passing. She has generated much love and will remain 
in the fond memory of many.

Johannes M Surkamp and Anne McIlveney

On an ordinary Tuesday morning Vivienne set off from 
Orchard Leigh Community driving the school trans-

port to Wynstones School, with her two passengers. The 
winter had been unusually warm, but this morning there 
had been a frost. Part of the journey went along a country 
lane, and in front of her Vivienne saw an upturned car 
which had just slid off the road into a ditch. She pulled 
up and went to see if she could help the driver; but as 
she stood by a van came along the lane, skidded on an 
icy patch, and crashed into the upturned car crushing 
her. She died a few hours later in Gloucester hospital. 
The two young drivers escaped unhurt.

Vivienne’s funeral took place in Stroud on Candlemas 
Day. Her two passengers on the morning of the accident: 
Jenny, the daughter of Sue and Simon Roberts who had 
lived at Orchard Leigh Farm Community for many years, 
and Heather, a resident, lit the forty nine candles which 
were placed at the side of the altar, one for each year 
of her life.

In the centre of the circle of chairs which were set out 
for the celebration of her life, was a Candlemas garden 
made of snowdrops and candles set into a centre and 
five raying-out petal-shaped vessels made of soft clay. 
Vivienne had dug this clay from the local area when she 

first arrived in the area two years ago, but had not used 
it. It was discovered after her death and used to make 
the candle holders and the vessels for this Candlemas 
garden.

One of Tolstoy’s stories tells us that we do not always 
know what we need. We can assume that when Vivienne 
was digging this clay, she could not have known that 
two years later other hands would be moulding it into 
vessels to be used at her funeral.

She was born Vivienne Holmes, in Bordeaux, France, 
in 1957. She had a French mother and an English father, 
with one older sibling, Michael. She was an autumn, a 
Michaelmas, child.

When she was about seven years old her family moved 
to Hong Kong. It was here that she spent her school years. 
She was an alert child, did well, and with her lithe but 
strong physique was an accomplished athlete.

Following her graduation she came to England to study 
occupational therapy in Oxford. After qualifying she 
practised in Birmingham, where she lived for a while 
in a Friends of the Earth community. Here we see the 
first signs of her life-long concern for the Earth. She then 
returned to Hong Kong for two and a half years and 
worked as an occupational therapist with people with 

Maureen about 30 years old
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hand and other physical injuries and with people with 
psychiatric disorders.

In her twenty-eighth year she realised that she needed 
a change, and said of this time: ‘I wanted to experience 
different spiritual, cultural, community lifestyles and 
especially Buddhist meditation practices.’

She started a journey through Thailand, India and Sri 
Lanka, staying in religious communities. On her travels 
she met someone who told her about Camphill.

I made a conscious decision to change my ‘safe’ ca-
reer to explore Dr. Karl König’s social vision of a land 
and craft based community of interdependence, of-
fering something preventative and supportive, rather 
than symptomatic and only responding in a ‘pick up 
the pieces’ way of medicine.

Her aim was to return to England and she eventually 
arrived back in the U.K. Her father tells that when he 
came to the airport to collect her she was nowhere to 
be found! She was there, however, but unrecognisable, 
as she had arrived wearing Buddhist robes, with deeply 
tanned skin and with religious markings on her face. 
Her father said she continued to live in this Eastern way 
for a while and he would find her dressed in her robes 
with only sandals on her feet sitting on a chair in the 
snow reading a book.

It is to be imagined that this way of dressing did not 
go on for too long as Vivienne went to the Hatch Com-
munity in Thornbury to begin her Camphill co-worker 
life, from where after a year, she moved to the Grange 
to start the two-year pottery training. It was here that she 
met Jane Luxford, who invited her to come to Pennine 
Community to work with adolescents and start the new 
pottery workshop.

Pennine Community was to be her home for the next 
fourteen years, and for ten of these she was part of a team 
running a large house supporting a group of young peo-
ple with special needs. She developed strong connec-
tions to the students, and was a reliable, conscientious 
and artistically gifted colleague and fellow co-worker. 
She loved to dance, sing, paint, go on walks and have 

fun; perhaps it was here that she encountered something 
of what Karl König might hopefully have been after, and 
which she had been looking for. During this time she 
took up the training in Youth Guidance and was a core 
group member of the regional craft circle.

It was here in Yorkshire that she first set eyes on Terry. 
As she said, ‘It was not love at first sight!’ Outwardly 
they were very different individuals, Terry not being the 
saffron robe type, though he does sometimes wear san-
dals without socks on in the winter! Yet, as they were to 
discover, they were both ‘spiritually minded’, and having 
gone off with a group of students into the Peak District 
hills on a youth hostel trip, she found herself almost 
drowned and blown away by raging, horizontal sheeting 
wind and rain. The rather more solidly built Terry stepped 
forward, and rescuing this slight lady from extinction, 
something clicked! They were married in 1994.

In 2003 Vivienne and Terry moved from Yorkshire to 
Gloucestershire, as Vivienne wanted to work with chil-
dren and to make a connection to Waldolf Education. 
She completed the Wynstones teacher training course 
and began to work as a class helper, in order to gain 
practical experience. She also helped in the school pot-
tery workshop and offered learning support to individual 
children.

In order to make this new experience possible Terry 
and Vivienne were living in Orchard Leigh Farm Com-
munity. The Orchard Leigh co-worker group had been 
undergoing significant changes and recently Vivienne 
had found it necessary to reduce her hours at Wynstones 
in order to spend more time in the community. This was 
her situation at the time of the accident.

As was mentioned during the Candlemas Day celebra-
tion of her life, Vivienne was an eclectic and ecumenical 
spirit. She found it difficult to have Bible Evenings where 
only the Bible was referred to. ‘Why don’t we read the 
Koran, or the Bhagavad Gita?’

Though European by birth she carried the Light of the 
East in her soul, and brought this to the west where she 
encountered and had to confront materialism, tradition, 
and all that belongs to this part of the world, especially 
the damage being caused to the earth. In her and Terry’s 
last Christmas letter to their friends she wrote:

Now what is happening in the world? What is being 
asked of us? Well it seems that suddenly political 
man is aware that he is part of the environment. 
At long last, after how long on our planet…25,000 
years! And global warming is at last a big issue. We 
need other new spiritual dimensions, the power of 
thought and prayer.

Her life in Camphill had shown how she loved the earth, 
children, all people, and everything in the realm of the 
community. Then she began a new stage with Waldolf 
Education. She expressed in life what had been depicted 
in a dream of Karl König’s where he saw a tree out of which 
were growing two interweaving branches, one being the 
Camphill impulse; the other Waldolf Education.

The library of books she left behind in her room includ-
ed all that a person would need to practice as a Waldolf 
school class teacher. If Vivienne had lived she may well 
not have managed to become a Waldolf teacher, but this 
aim is surely one of the candles this loving, concerned, 
and enthusiastic spirit holds in her potter’s hands as she 
moves forward into the future.

Michael Luxford, Milton Keynes, UK
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Margarete Katharine Helene Von Freeden, née Galle
2nd August 1928 – 7th November 2006

In the early afternoon of 7th November 2006 Margarete 
crossed the threshold and set out on her path in spirit 

realms. It was a great moment of wonderful peace, fulfil-
ment and release, after an active life, rich with experi-
ences; the last 25 years of which she was afflicted with 
Parkinson’s disease.

Margarete was born about half way between the two 
world wars, in a time of great change and political and 
economic instability in Germany. She was the third child 
of the orthopaedic surgeon Paul Galle and his wife Ilse, 
who was a paediatric nurse. They lived in the village 
of Gehlsdorf, opposite Rostock on the other bank of 
the river Warne. Here Margarete had a protected and 
conventional childhood in a rural setting.

The family spent the holidays at the Baltic Sea and Mar-
garete cannot remember not being able to swim. Water, 
especially the sea, was her joy and love all of her life. 
From early on, Margarete was an independent child with 
plenty of original ideas and a good measure of stubborn-
ness. The parents introduced the 2 year old Margarete 
to the 3 year old Gerda and a wonderful, devoted and 
lifelong friendship developed between the two.

When she was 8 years old the family moved from 
Gehlsdorf to the big town of Hannover. Margarete found 
it hard to adjust to the new life. She was a bright child 
but found school uninteresting and was moved up a 
class in order to challenge her.

Margarete was 11 years old when the Second World 
War broke out; now began a new and dramatic chapter 
in her life. Her father was called up and became the 
supervisor for 4 military hospitals, was less at home and 
had to wear a uniform. In 1942 while Margarete was 
on holiday with Gerda’s family in Gehlsdorf, the Galle’s 
house in Hannover was destroyed in an air raid and she 
stayed on with Gerda’s family. One night in autumn 1943 
Rostock was bombed and burned down. It was a terrible 
experience and Margarete discovered that by thinking 
about the children’s service (which she got to know in 
Hannover) she could feel safe. 

Margarete was sent back to her parents who were now 
living with friends in primitive conditions. She was the 
only child at home; her older sister worked in a chem-
ist shop in Lüneburg and her brother was missing on 
the Eastern front, never to return. Her 6 years younger 
sister lived with an aunt in the Harz Mountains. In this 
situation Margarete woke up to taking initiative and re-
sponsibility for herself as well as for others, which was 
much appreciated by those around her. Then in spring 
1944 the boys in her class were called up and school 
stopped for the girls as well. In order to avoid working 
in a munitions factory or serving with the air defences, 
the 15 year old Margarete chose a third option which 
was to enter an agricultural apprenticeship on a large 
farm in Mecklenburg. It was a big and courageous step 
into the unknown. Her stubborn perseverance and inde-
pendent nature coupled with an open heart and a clear 
mind helped her through this time of increasing chaos 
towards the end of the war and afterwards.

 In April 1945 Margarete led three horse drawn carts 
filled with the women and children from the farm, travel-
ling by night to avoid the strafing of the enemy planes and 

fleeing from the advancing Russian invasion. Finally she 
found herself in the English zone as a refugee on a strange 
farm not knowing if her family had survived. Margarete 
felt fortunate to be alive and was able to complete her 
apprenticeship by Easter 1946, after which she returned 
to her family in Hannover and attended the Rudolf Steiner 
School for 3 years, finishing with the Abitur. Margarete 
experienced this time back at school as a positive breath-
ing out for the soul but also as a real challenge as she was 
more intellectually than artistically gifted.

Before Margarete had finished school, Gerda had 
joined the Galle family because life in the Russian zone 
had become too dangerous for her. In school Margarete 
saw a notice from the Rev. Richard Poole in England who 
was looking for an au pair girl to help with the family 
and suggested to Gerda to apply. Little did they know 
then into what a new and fulfilling future this would 
lead them both.

After finishing school, Margarete had hoped to study 
medicine, but could not immediately get a place to 
study because preference was given to returning young 
soldiers, refugees and Jews. Although medicine was 
not to become her profession, Margarete kept an active 
interest in it for all of her life.

In Easter 1948 the 20 year old Margarete came to Eng-
land as house help for the Heatheringtons at Michael 
Hall School in Forest Row. After a year, Gerda persuaded 
Margarete to join her with the Pooles, who by now were 
in Thornbury House near Bristol, running a hostel for 
children with learning disabilities. Here Margarete met 
special needs children for the first time in her life, and 
soon loved them and felt fulfilled and happy working 
with them.

In summer 1951 destiny led her for six months to 
Heathcot House, part of the Camphill Rudolf Steiner 
schools near Aberdeen, and then on to Murtle House. 
With this move a whole new world opened up for Mar-
garete and a new phase of life began for her.There was 
much to learn and plenty of opportunity to use her skills 
and experience. In the autumn of 1952 when Margarete 
was expecting Klaus, her first son, Tille König invited her 
to Thornbury Park. 

Margarete with Thammo’s father, 1969
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In the autumn of 1954 Margarete 
and Klaus returned to Scotland 
where she first worked in Newton 
Dee house and later in the Cot-
tage, again with the Pooles. Mar-
garete had by then completed the 
Camphill seminar. In the summer 
of 1955 Margarete’s dear friend 
Gerda (who by now was married 
to Hartmut von Jeetze) asked her 
to join them on Newton Dee Farm 
to support the land impulse in 
Camphill. It was here that Marga-
rete and I met.

For Camphill these were won-
derful years of pioneering and 
expanding the work, at home 
and abroad. It was exciting and 
invigorating for her and this en-
couraged her to deepen her un-
derstanding and commitment to 
the ideas of Camphill. We married 
in the summer of 1957 and Arend 
her second son was born in spring 
the following year.

In 1958 we moved to the Hatch 
in Thornbury, where Margarete’s 
main concern was for the well-being of the house com-
munity. After the Hatch followed 3 years in the Grange 
helping to build up this newly started training centre. 
During this time, Margarete became actively concerned 
for the well-being of the whole community. It was also 
here in 1960 that she experienced the great joy of be-
coming the mother of twins Andreas and Brigitte.

Then followed 9 years in Botton Village on Falcon Farm, 
and later Honey Bee Nest Farm. With the move to Botton 
Village Margarete’s activities and responsibilities, beside 
the farm household, included some of the administra-
tive tasks and groups in Botton and the Camphill Village 
Trust. A special interest was the economic sphere and 
the Mystery Drama work with Paul Allen. Margarete 
joined the first class of the School of Spiritual Science 
and also took on tasks in the Camphill Community. To 
the experiences in Botton belonged the death of the 4 
year old Andreas, and in 1967 the birth of Martin our 
youngest child.

In 1970 we moved to Newton Dee. Here her task was 
foremost to help strengthen the work of the commu-
nity generally by joining the carrying group. Margarete 
brought her great enthusiasm for the village impulse and 
contributed generously her common sense, experience, 
initiative and commitment for the outer and inner well-
being of the community. During this time Margarete 
prepared for reading the First Class.

In 1979 we moved to Oaklands Park, the purchase of 
which realised the hoped for expansion of the Grange 
Village. This proved to be quite a challenge, and included 
the continuation of setting up the Farm.

Margarete was now 50 years old. It was soon appar-
ent that destiny wanted her to have new experiences 
and tasks. Her body began to show signs of aging. In 
1981 she was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease, and 
in 1984 Margarete had both her hips replaced. Except 
for Martin, all the children had flown the nest and in 
autumn 1980 her farmer husband started a priest’s train-

ing. Margarete, with her enormous 
zest for life, took all these things 
in her stride. 

She developed her work with 
the First Class, became a priest’s 
wife, cared for the household in 
Birch, and was involved with the 
various tasks in Grange-Oaklands 
Community and in the Camphill 
Village Trust. If anything, she 
increased her much enjoyed 
travelling and even took on new 
commitments like the Adult Com-
munity Seminar.

During the later years in Oak-
lands, Margarete was able despite 
her growing physical disabilities to 
remain an active member of the 
community supported by those 
more physically able around her. 

After this followed three years 
where we were warmly taken in 
by Camphill Houses Stourbridge. 
Here we as a couple faced the 
many challenges that Margarate’s 
failing health presented.

The last two years of her life were 
spent in Thomas Weihs House in Botton Village where 
the ever increasing day to day nursing needs were taken 
care of in a wonderful way. This gave us a chance to 
round off our many years of life together without the 
strain of me being the carer. 

Together with the many outer changes and achieve-
ments in Margarete’s life, went inner steps of becoming 
and transforming.

Some readers will have met Margarete in different life 
situations and will have their individual memories of her. 
When reflecting on Margarete’s life one can be left with 
the impression that she was a Michaelic being and felt 
deeply connected with those who strive to be active for 
the progress of the world. In her own way, she joined 
them with unfailing loyalty.

Thammo von Freeden

Dear, dear Margarete…,’
This is how I started to write to you in the middle 

of the night, not yet knowing that you had died earlier 
that very day in the afternoon.

Not being able to sleep again, I had the strong experi-
ence of you appearing, sitting on my bed, telling me 
that things would be all right. Drowsily, I asked you 
how you got here and how on earth did you climb the 
stairs? No answer, just a knowing smile and then you 
were gone. I got up, found a card depicting your ‘friend’ 
St. Christopher carrying the Christ-child, his body be-
coming weighed down by its Holy Burden, and I tried 
to put some words on it to thank you for your warmth, 
your common sense, your dry humour, and all you have 
done for Oaklands and Camphill in general. Only after 
I posted this early the next morning did I hear that you 
had already left your earthly dwelling.

During the following days we had community gather-
ings and so many of your faithful villager friends came 

‘

Margarete at Park Attwood, 2001
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I first met Margarete when I came to Camphill (Newton 
Dee) in December 1977. She was a striking figure of 

a woman, a powerful presence and always appeared to 
be in control. I remember one occasion on which she 
was saying the verse at the beginning of a meeting and 
forgot the exact wording—it was a revelation to me that 
she too was human and could make a mistake! It was 
this very human side that I grew to know and appreciate 
in the years that followed. 

Margarete, Thammo and family left Newton Dee in the 
spring of 1979 to go to Oaklands Park, so we had only 
lived in the same community for a short time but she 
had made a deep impression on me. She was a woman 

to share experiences, memories, 
stories. Many of us remembered 
how you were always present at 
the Christian Community Serv-
ices and at Bible studies. We 
remembered you in Birch House 
(sometimes cooking for half the 
mansion!), in Elms and Elder 
Cottage; some mentioned your 
enthusiasm for the Mystery Dra-
mas with Paul Allan and also for 
Dr. König’s plays. Your special 
friend John beamed his famous 
smile when he told us about all 
the ironing he did for you and 
Thammo. We reminded ourselves 
of how the wheelchair path was 
being laid for you and also how 
you wished to go up in an air-bal-
loon on your 60th birthday! Nick 
J. fondly remembered how you 
and Thammo would come to us 
in Beech House for Bible Evening. 
In meetings your contributions were succinct, insight-
ful and to the point. And, of course, you were always 
one of the very first to greet newborn babies in the 
community, and you always stayed interested in the 
co-worker children. 

Do you remember the day that we had pizza near the 
muddy lake and you insisted on coming, so we strapped 
you, wheelchair and all to the back of a tractor! (Once a 
farmer’s wife, always a farmer’s wife, you stated.) What 
incredible determination you had! In the 22 years that 
I knew you, Margarete, I never heard you complain 
despite the physical difficulties which you seemed to 
hold at bay with your indomitable strong will.

And when Catherine said in the gathering that it was 
sad and that we would all miss you, I could only reply: 
‘Yes, of course, we and all in Camphill will miss Mar-
garete, but sad? No, not sad, because I experience her 
now as having become totally free, free like a golden 
eagle, spreading her wings unfettered, wide, wide, wide. 
Farewell Margarete, fly away home! 

With gratitude and a big ‘thank-you’ from us all in 
Oaklands Park.

Alma Hageman

Alma came as a young co-worker to Templehill and  
has lived in Grange-Oaklands, UK, for the last 22 years.

of great intelligence, strength of will and discipline and 
although she could appear a little daunting she had a 
tremendous sense of humour and enthusiasm for life.

Our paths continued to cross over the years in meetings 
and conferences but we became more closely involved 
again when we were both asked to join an initiative to 
start a course in social therapy in Britain. This initiative 
developed into what is now the Adult Communities 
Course and we worked together as tutors on the course 
for many years.

During this time Margarete’s Parkinson’s disease began 
to affect her mobility more and more, but it was impres-
sive to see how her will always triumphed over physical 
adversity. She was determined to be a part of things, to 
join in with whatever was happening and loved noth-
ing more than to sit with others talking and laughing at 
the end of a long day while working her way through a 
box of chocolates. She inspired so many people in the 
course with her determination and with her efforts to 
share her great insight, knowledge and wisdom with 
others, even when her speech and mobility were greatly 
impaired. She accompanied us down a mine shaft in 
the freezing cold and up three flights of stairs (carried 
in a wheelchair) to watch a film—she was not going to 
miss out on the fun and she always remained alert to 
and interested in everything and everyone around her. 
This will to be included could sometimes be exasperat-
ing and exhausting as her mobility decreased and the 
obstacles increased but it was what kept her going when 
others would long since have given up. She certainly 
did not demand of others any more than she had always 
demanded of herself. 

She also continued to be actively involved in many 
meetings of the Camphill Village Trust until she was 
unable to travel to them. Her clarity and flexibility of 
thought and her ability to respond to individual situ-
ations in a creative way were greatly appreciated. In 
speaking to Thammo after the funeral it was amazing, 
but not surprising, to hear how even to the very end 
she managed to maintain her characteristic awareness 
and consciousness of what was happening within and 
around her.

Travelling in style!
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Notices of Deaths

Angela Rascher from Nürnberg crossed the threshold 
very peacefully; in February she became 91 years old. 
She served the biggest part of her life as a curative 
eurythmist inside and outside Camphill.

The Village Community Hermannsberg want to share 
that Bettina Kriese finished her earthly life recently. 
Bettina was born on June 19th 1972 and spent her 

I heard Margarete’s name long before I met her; that was 
in Thornbury House in the summer of 1951. Thornbury 

House had until then been a hostel for children in need 
of special care and understanding who were day pupils 
at St Christopher’s School in Bristol. Mary and Richard 
Poole ran the house and Margarete was one of the young 
co-workers. Then came the time when Mary and Rich-
ard decided to let Thornbury House become part of the 
newly founded Sheiling Schools. At that point in time 
Margarete left for Heathcot, which was 
then a house for spastic children on the 
south bank of the River Dee in Scotland. 
The special praise that was associated 
with Margarete’s name was that she had 
a great sense for order and had left her 
dormitory and other areas of work in a 
perfectly tidy and cared-for condition.

Many years passed before I actually 
met Margarete during my visits to Bot-
ton Village. But then in the 1980’s we 
actually spent several years together as 
co-workers in Grange-Oaklands. Here 
I could fully experience Margarete’s 
sense for order, care and fairness in a 
multitude of human situations and also 

It has been a great privilege to have known Margarete 
and to have had the opportunity to develop a deep 
friendship with her over these past thirty years. It is so 
difficult to characterise the complexity of a person when 
writing about them. Like all of us Margarete had her 
weak points, blind spots and difficulties, but she had an 
amazing ability to bring deep understanding and insight 
to complicated human situations; and her enjoyment of 
life and of people with all their faults and foibles often 
allowed her to see through to the essence of things in a 
unique and very human way.

Lana Chanarin

her ever growing wisdom. In fact, I came to think of 
Margarete as ‘Mrs Common Sense’, whose heart was 
full of love and the possibility to give advice and help 
to many friends—both old and young.

During more recent years I visited Margarete and 
Thammo on a few occasions, first in Stourbridge and 
then, over New Year, in Botton Village in 2004/5. During 
each of these visits I was ever more deeply moved and 
impressed with how Margarete accepted, coped with 
and rose above the increasingly debilitating illness. All 
this was a shining example of how ‘mind over matter’ 
can work wonders.

Here is one memory of one of Margarete’s contribu-
tions to the cultural/spiritual life of Grange-Oaklands. 
During a talk on the life and work of Mother Theresa, 
Margarete quoted her as having lived by the maxim: ‘If 
a difficult situation presents itself to me I do not call it a 
problem—I take it as a challenge’. I believe Margarete 
has tackled life in much the same way!

As a vote of thanks to you, dear Margarete, I have 
translated this poem by Michael Bauer, the fulfilment 
of which seems to be an image shining with light and 
warmth over your life’s path. 

Erika Nauck, Newton Dee Village, Scotland

Nora Brown
1918 – 9th April 2007

In the early days of Camphill, Nora came from Aber-
deen with her daughter Lenore, and asked us to start 

a school for her daughter!  She had met anthroposophy, 
and was convinced that Waldorf Education was what she 
wanted, but the nearest school was in Edinburgh.  It so 
happened that Chaileen Ann Weihs and Wilfred Koch, 
children of our doctor and gardener, were also about 6 
or 7 years old so they looked around for a teacher.  As I 
had been in Michael Hall School for three years when 
it was evacuated during the war, they asked me—who 
had only been an assistant handwork teacher with no 
training (except for experiencing the arts and lectures 
and courses which were always available there).  Two 
children from Aberdeen who had failed the exam for 
nursery class there also joined; and Dr König, realising 
that education was also essential, added a hydrocephalic 
boy and a hemiplegic girl from Camphill.

And that was the beginning of St John’s School.  Later 
we had an influx of delinquent and maladjusted boys 

from England, three of whom I have kept in touch—one 
is a great-grandfather.  Nora stayed on in Murtle, and I 
believe took over the nursery class for awhile.

Nora then moved down south in the Michael Hall area, 
and died in a care home in April.

Morwenna Bucknall

A Prayer for Love

Oh God, grant that I be filled with love to overflowing
 So that I may become like the well by the wayside!
That giving flows as freely from my heart
 As it is done by the well that stands by the wayside!
And that I give to everyone—be they good or bad
 As it is done by the well that stands by the wayside,
And also that I be willing to serve, by day and by night,
 As it is done by the well that is ever awake by the wayside.
Oh God, I pray to you, let me be filled with love to overflowing.

Michael Bauer
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Letters

Reflections:  
Mohammad Yunus and the Grameen Bank

Dear Editors: 
Congratulations to the editor(s) of Camphill Cor-

respondence for placing the words by Rudolf Steiner 
regarding the work of the angels in juxtaposition to 
the speech Mohammad Yunus made to the Norwegian 
Nobel Committee.

It was deeply moving to read this speech (Part One) 
and follow the genesis of the academic with social 
interest turning into the banker to the poor, embracing 
almost the whole of Bangladesh.

The story reveals an archetypal progression in four 
stages:

One: He shows interest. The academic teacher re-
searches the plight of 42 poor women who borrowed 
money and were obliged by the lenders to put their 
produce into their hands and thereby becoming totally 
dependent and enslaved.

Two: He shows concern. A social conscience awak-
ens in him; he pays the women’s debts from his own 
pocket. As a well-to-do he shows charity and gives 
‘alms’ to the poor.

Three: Mohammad Yunus realises that he has to be 
involved. He had only given first aid and did not heal 
the plight of those and the many other women: his 
whole life would have to change; he would have to ‘be 
the change’ he wants to see coming about. (Ghandi)

Four: He dedicates himself with all his life to the cause 
of helping the poor and to social healing.

This is the story of someone in whom the Christ-im-
pulse is actively alive, a Christian example by a Muslim 
in a Muslim country! This strengthens the hope that 
anywhere on this wonderful yet troubled and burdened 
earth, new life can spring up.

Once it was said: ’...and those who believe on His 
name’. Now we are allowed to say: ’...and those in 
whom the Christ-impulse is alive’, or even ‘and those 
whose self-sacrifice and commitment engenders new 
life and hope’. This is spiritual globalization in tune 

Meeting Karl König
From a letter of Duncan MacNeill, Edinburgh, 

9 January 2007. Duncan MacNeill ordered three 
books relating to Karl König from Camphill Bookshop 

recently. Meeting Karl König 65 years ago made  
a deep impression on him as can be seen from  

the following lines, taken from his letter  
to Christine Thompson at Camphill Bookshop:

May I add that I first met Dr König here in Edinburgh 
in 1942 at supper in Acheson House when he 

was the guest of the late Lord MacLeod (then the Rev 
George MacLeod). I was enormously and strongly im-
pressed by his appearance, physically small in stature 
yet powerfully impacting on me as larger than life. His 
countenance so grave, almost seared by suffering and 
his gaze so purposeful, and it seemed so comprehend-
ing that I felt as if he was seeing through me. 

Succeeding years have shown how he put the stamp of 
excellence on every sphere he touched and they were 
many and uncommonly varied. He was undoubtedly 
one of the rare beings we recognise as genius. For your 
further interest you will find Dr König’s reference to his 
relationship with Dr MacLeod on page 229 in the Karl 
König biography by Hans Müller-Wiedemann. 

Yours sincerely,
Rev. Duncan MacNeill 

Submitted by Friedwart Bock

with what Rudolf Steiner said in an Easter lecture in 
1907: ‘The task of the future is the formation of the 
already existing religions into one great religion of 
humanity. Anthroposophy does not wish to preach a 
new religion; it is rather the means for teaching the 
various religions how to comprehend the profound 
truths contained in them, and which fundamentally 
are one and only one!’ 

Johannes M Surkamp

childhood and youth in the School Community Föhren-
bühl. She moved to Hermannsberg in February 1994. 
Although very restricted in her physical movement she 
spent a long time both in the wool-workshop and the 
candle workshop. Her contribution to the work life was 
substantial. We will miss her ability to share our life.

This is to let you know that Gerhard Germey, a villager 
in the Village Community Hermannsberg crossed the 
threshold unexpectedly. He had been suffering with 
epilepsy for some years and died during a fit.

Gerhard was born on July 1 in 1961. Although he was 
rather a shy and perceptive personality, he gave most of 
his contributions through work-life in the land group.

It is with sadness I have to tell you that Varpu Kekäläinen, 
a long term co-worker in Camphill Community Kyle, has 

died. She was found on Easter Saturday in her home. 
Varpu would have been 44 years old on 10th April.

Varpu lived and worked in Camphill Kyle from 1996 
to 2003. She trained as a potter and helped to set up the 
pottery there. She was a kind and very sensitive woman. 
Varpu felt deeply about life which made it sometimes 
hard for her. Through her sensitivity she had compassion 
for the people around her. She was a faithful friend.

Art played an important role in her life. It was a natural 
way for her to express herself. It gave her a way to cope 
with the fragile side of herself, which was sometimes 
painfully present. When she left Camphill Kyle, she 
briefly went to Glencraig and then to study art in Hel-
sinki. There is a mosaic tree with birds on the wall of 
the Kyle pottery. It was made by Varpu.

If you would like to know more about Varpu, you can 
contact Katri in Greenacres. Tel +353 (0)1 29 87618.
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A different kind of place
Kimmo Koskela, Jukola Community, Finland

From the nearby town you will drive sixty kilometers 
without seeing a single village, you only see a few 

houses and lots of forest. In the end you’ll find two big 
timber houses, built in the 1930’s and 1950’s. Once they 
were a school surrounded by farm houses. In Hiisijärvi 
Village there are less than seventy people, but last year 
they built a new village house together, a timber house 
of 200m2, close to the hunting cottage. (The local men 
hunted this winter two wolves, one bear, several elks 
and birds.)

In those former school houses we live as a little com-
munity called Jukola. This spring we are 6–8 adults and 
four children. During the weekends and in summer time 
there are a few more villagers who join us.

From its beginning Jukola has been working as a natural 
part of the Hiisijärvi Village and of the small municipal-
ity Ristijärvi (1600 inhabitants). The openness, interest 
and will to work for the development of this beautiful, 
silent, but creative northern area of Finland has been 
colouring our efforts. 

The province is called Kainuu—almost like ‘kaipuu’, 
which means ‘longing’. It’s as big as Belgium and has 
90,000 inhabitants. To help each other and to be inter-
ested in one another is a way of life in this partly very 
hard nature. The winter starts early and lasts up to five 
months, with periods of -30 C degrees (this winter we 
had days with -39 C) and snow up to 120 cm. So we 
need each other to keep warm!

People around us are in fact unusually warm. They are 
willing to work with our strange community. 

We like it, and we feel this is the way towards the 
future.

Where is the community?
What is inside, what is outside? Jukola Community 
started in 2003, when our family moved to one of the 

houses. Jukola only has two permanent villagers, both 
men, aged 54. This winter we have had three voluntary 
workers, from Germany and France. Under the roof of 
this community there is the smallest Waldorf school in 
the world, with its two children! My wife Merja works 
as a teacher, but she, like our young co-workers, carries 
both the school and the community.

In addition to our daily work in the houses, heating 
(with wood), renovating, snow work and gardening 
(there’s no snow in July), we have other activities. In 
our artistic workshop we produce postcards; two art 
therapists from Switzerland have worked with us. We 
have daily contact with the neighbours as our milk 
comes from one farm and our vegetables are grown in 
the fields of another farm (for free). A third farmer lends 
us his tractor whenever we need it. They also invite us, 
when they have birthdays, funerals and so on.

The village choir of Hiisijärvi is a weekly gathering in 
Jukola. We have done the Oberufer Christmas play in the 
local dialect and performed it in the parish house, in a 
restaurant and in the new village house. Both the choir 
and the play have been part of the curriculum of a local 
college. Thus many people living far away, whom we 
didn’t know before and who never have seen the play, 
have joined it. The rehearsals were mostly in Ristijärvi, 
30 km away. Of course our villagers were involved, 
too. And Gabriel had many small angels around him! 
The Advent Garden, puppet theatre, poetry evenings 
and visits of professional theatre or music groups are 
cultural events for the whole neighborhood. Merja is 
also teaching film making in the Cultural Academy for 
Senior Citizens in Ristijärvi, and I have been active in 
the Village Association of Hiisijärvi and in Nuotta, an 
association of 150 villages in Kainuu.

The European Union has landed in Jukola in 2005—we 
have a therapy room with medicine and first aid equip-

ment for the village Hiisijärvi. It’s a part of the 
Northern Periphery Program of EU, called DE-
SERVE—Delivering Services in Rural and Remote 
Areas. There are four countries together in this 
project: Scotland, Ireland, Sweden and Finland. 
Practically the most fruitful use has been the regu-
lar health evenings we had in Jukola. There we 
could meet people from the neighborhood, talk 
about many questions of the day, about different 
ways of healing etc. Our therapy room makes 
it possible to also give lymph, zone therapy or 
chirophonetic treatments for those who wish it. 
Until now it’s been used very little. 

Is it so, that the world starts to be our com-
munity? MEETING each other—what can be 
more important? The Bible Evenings we have (in 
Jukola we call it community evenings) prepare 
us for this future sacrament. I strongly feel that 
all we do together with the world does not take 
anything away from our work in Camphill, but 
enriches it. 

News from the Movement…and beyond
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Holidays in the quiet nature of Finland?
In the summertime the white beaches located 400m 
from Jukola and the endless forest call friends, tour-
ists, and visitors to experience the marvelous quietness 
and pure nature. Light summer nights or polar lights in 
wintertime... Jukola Community gladly invites visitors, 
voluntary workers, villagers from other places, people 
willing to join this active life in a peaceful nature.

Please contact us and tell us what your interests are—
holidays, social life, practical life, agriculture, arts. We 
are happy for every contact:

Jukola Community
Harjulantie 8
FIN- 88460 HIISIJÄRVI

Tel. +358-8664 0003
jukola.yhteiso@kainuunosku.net

Kimmo and his family started Jukola in 2003  
and before that he lived and worked in Tampere, 

Finland, and earlier in Sylvia-koti, Tapola Village and in 
Vallersund Gård, Norway. He is a speech and  

drama teacher and therapist.

Botton Eurythmy Ensemble Tour of Great Britain and Ireland May/June 2007
Chas Bamford, Delrow House

The Harbouring Silence

Contemporary music and poetry reflected in the 
mirror of their inspiration from the past

Final preparations are being made for our tour of 
mainly Camphill venues this May. We are very excited 

by the programme which we hope will inspire audiences 
as much as it has inspired us working on it. Two major 
modern works are set alongside more well-known ones 
and we think they provide a fascinating contrast.

What can address the The Harbouring Silence? The 
programme shows the answers of two outstanding con-
temporary artists in two of their major works, Sophia 
Gubaidulina’s Chaconne and Denise Levertov’s Mass 
for the Day of Saint Thomas Didymus. Like many great 
contemporary works, majesty and fulfillment seems to 
struggle with questions, doubts and even chaos. Both ex-
press the struggle to find words appropriate for today.

Sophia Gubaidulina has said of herself: ‘I am a religious 
person...and by ‘religion’ I mean re-ligio, the re-tying 
of a bond...restoring the legato of life. Life divides man 
into many pieces...There is no weightier occupation 
than the recomposition of spiritual integrity through the 
composition of music.’

Denise Levertov was inspired by centuries of church 
music to write her poem in six parts following the se-
quence of the mass. It took her most of her life to com-
plete and, in doing so, out of her Jewish background 
she found her way to Christianity. She lived through 
the violence of the twentieth century and the Second 
World War and its aftermath affected her deeply. In the 
Mass for the Day of Saint Thomas Didymus we find ter-
ror, anguish, destruction and much doubt, but also the 
beauty of the world, belief in humanity and certainty 
that the spirit will prevail. The poems are connected by 

some of Sophia Gubaidulina’s Musical Toys. The Sinfonia 
from J. S. Bach’s 2nd Partita opens the space for these two 
wonderful pieces.

The intense spirituality of Hildegard von Bingen’s 
prayer reveals wisdom in both its heavenly and earthly 

Botton Eurythmy Ensemble
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aspects. The delicacy and joy of 
Maurice Ravel’s Jeux d’Eau leads 
the programme towards its lighter 
conclusion which includes the 
wonderful and very funny Irish Tale 
of King O’Toole and His Goose, two 
pieces taken from Guy Browning’s 
hilarious ‘How to…’ weekly col-
umns in the Guardian newspaper 
and Béla Bartók�s Romanian Folk 
Dances.

We are very grateful indeed for all 
the financial help we have had re-
ceived so far but sadly we are still 
facing a deficit which we need to 
clear to break even. Any fundraising 
offers, ideas or other gifts would be 
very welcome!

We’ve tried to include something 
for everybody so do come and bring 
your friends! Appearing soon at a 
venue near you! 

Further details from: 

Rita Kort, 
Botton Eurythmy Ensemble, 
Botton Village, 
Danby, Whitby 
YO21 2NJ. 

Tel: 44 (0)1287 661318  
Mobile: 07762 079761 

Email:  
bottoneurythmyensemble@hotmail.co.uk

The Harbouring Silence
Botton Eurythmy Ensemble May/June 2007 Tour Venues

30 April ..... Botton School, Danby, N. Yorks ............................... (01287 661306)
2 May ....... Camphill Rudolf Steiner Schools, Aberdeen ............ (01224 735832)
3 May ....... Aberdeen Waldorf School ....................................... (01224 734503)
5 May ....... Edinburgh Rudolf Steiner School ............................. (0131 4469577)
7 May ....... Camphill Community Glencraig, N. Ireland ............ (028 90425990)
8 May ....... Camphill Community Mourne Grange, N Ireland ... (028 41760128)
10 May ..... Camphill Community Ballytobin, Eire ........... (+353 (0)21 484 7908)
11 May ..... Camphill Village Community Duffcarrig, Eire.. (+353 (0)53 9425917)
13 May ..... Sunfield School, Clent, Stourbridge, W. Midlands .... (01562 882253)
14 May ..... Wynstones School, Gloucestershire ........................ (01452 429220)
16 May ..... Coleg Elidyr, Wales ................................................. (01550 760405)
18 May ..... Rudolf Steiner School Kings Langley, Herts ............. (01023 260222)
20 May ..... Sheiling School, Ringwood, Hants .......................... (01425 482408)
21 May ..... Ringwood Waldorf School, Hants ........................... (01202 426723)
24 May ..... Delrow House, Watford .......................................... (01923 851704)
25 May ..... Peredur Centre for the Arts, E. Sussex ...................... (01342 312357)
26/27 May Grange Village, Newnham-on-Severn, Glos ............ (01594 516614)
29 May ..... Mount Camphill Community, E. Sussex ................... (01892 784288)
1 June ....... Pennine Camphill Community, W. Yorks ................. (01924 255281)
3 June ....... Botton Village, Danby, N. Yorks ............................... (01287 660871)

Dates are subject to alteration. For further details contact:
Chas Bamford: +44 (0)7762 079761
Rita Kort: +44 (0)7854 446784
Michael Mehta +44 (0)7957 560717
Rita Kort: camphilleurythmy@virgin.net

or visit: http://www.eurythmyassociation.org.uk/index.php?id=7

Pre-publication announcement
Erika Nauck,  

Newton Dee, Aberdeen

Birthday List

Becoming 85
Monica Dorrington,  The Sheiling, Ringwood .........20 June

Becoming 80
Freddy Heimsch, Sylvia Koti ................................11 March
Ursel Pietzner, Beaver Run, USA ............................16 June
Annelies Brüll, Camphill Schools, Aberdeen ............24 July
Regine Blockhuys, Lehenhof ................................. 1 August

Becoming 75
Vitus Werthmann, Newton Dee ..............................26 May

Becoming 70
Lavinia Dent, Coleg Elidyr/Forest Row ....................26 May
Fiona Jane Williams, Grange Village .........................3 June
Brian Birch, Camphill Village Alpha ..........................8 June
Carla Taylor, Camphill Farm Hermanus ...................26 June
Georg Schad, The Sheiling, Ringwood ................ 23 August
Terje Thorensen, Vidaråsen, Norway ..........................3 July

We would be grateful if communities could please forward 
their lists of co-workers (with birth dates) to Sandra if they 
haven’t already, so we can try not to leave anyone out…but 
we rely on the communities for information! Many thanks.

email: sandrastoddard@gmail.com

Work is underway to publish a collection 
of twenty-five fairly short biographical 

sketches which describe how the participants 
of the First Camphill Seminar in Curative Edu-
cation (October 1949–July 1951) found their 
way to Camphill. They formed the vessel into 
which Dr. König and some of the other found-
ers of Camphill could give their inspiring and 
most-needed content. Most of the participants 
also tell a little of their later life and work. The 
book will have many photos. 

The names of the participants are: 

Christiane Lauppe, née Hansen
Dorothea Stransky, née Rascher
Erika Nauck, née Köber
Eva Glück
Eva Sachs
Friedwart Bock
Gerda von Jeetze, née Babendererde 
Gerhard Kuhn
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Co-worker needs 
at Thomastown, Ireland

Camphill in Jerpoint and Thomastown, Co. Kil-
kenny, Ireland is looking for experienced people 
to join our community. 

A residential community was started in 
Jerpoint (3km outside Thomastown) in 1992, 
centred on a smallholding with cows, chickens, 
ponies and soon pigs. Eight adults now live 
there in two house communities, all with very 
individual special needs. Each has their own 
weekly programme which may include going 
out locally to artistic or rehabilitative training, 
as well as land work or housework at home 
and some craft activity. Some local people with 
special needs come in as day attendees as well 
as some people for short holidays. Within the 
next year we are hoping to have a new work-
shop for crafts and food processing (vegetables, 
fruits and herbs).

‘The Watergarden’ was founded in Thomas-
town, out of Jerpoint in 1993 as a day centre 
for the locality. It now comprises a coffee 
shop, a small landscaped garden and two craft 
workshops—pottery and basketwork—where 
some 16 adults with mild learning disability or 
mental health problems attend from the locality 
on a daily basis. Camphill co-workers are active 
there, but over time it has become necessary to 
employ people as well, to maintain the business 
and cover the many practical activities. This 
raises many interesting challenges, which we 
are actively addressing. The main building is 
now being completely rebuilt and will open in 
summer 2007, when it is hoped to increase the 
number of day attenders.

To support people from The Watergarden and 
Jerpoint who wished to live more independ-
ently in Thomastown, a Supported Independ-
ent Living project was set up in 2000. This is 
currently carried by two Camphill families but 
we urgently need to expand.

Both The Watergarden and the Supported 
Independent Living project are very well inte-
grated into the life of the town, whilst Jerpoint 
provides the benefits of a more rural setting. 
Each activity is self-managing and has its own 
separate identity, but historically we are one 
Camphill impulse. We are currently examin-
ing how best to develop this impulse into the 
future: one problem is that the ‘Camphillers’ 
are thinly spread over the activities, and so we 
need people to come and join us.

At Jerpoint, the needs are for an experienced 
male co-worker to join one of the two houses, 
to help care for 2 male residents; and we would 
like to welcome someone with some garden-
ing experience who likes to work on the land 
with our people. This might also suit a couple 
or small family.

In Thomastown, we are urgently looking for 
Camphill people to join The Watergarden 
as co-workers, to take responsibility for the 
welfare of our day attenders, with the pos-
sibility of working part time in the garden or 
in administration. These co-workers would live 
in Thomastown, possibly with one or two in a 
supported living situation, to help build up the 
strength of the town community. 

Anthea Hailey (Thomastown)
Grennan Villa 
Tel +353 56 7754424 
Email: anthea_hailey@camphill.ie

Brigitta O’Connor  (Jerpoint)
Teach na Fainleoga
Tel.+353 56 7793868
Email: jerpoint@camphill.ie

Gisela Schlegel
Gloria Vincent
Hartmut von Jeetze
Henning Hansmann
Hroswitha Volkamer
Jens Holbek
Maria Klein, née Sandau
Mark Gartner
Otfried Staudigel
Renate Reich Valentien, née Barg
Rosemarie Vier, née Brandenburg
Rosemarie Ziegler, née Kilwinski
Shirley Griffin Ravenscroft,  

née Johnson; 
Siegfried Händler
Sigrid Hansmann, née Puff
Ursel Pietzner, née Sachs
Wolfgang Beverley

The editors of the book are Erika 
Nauck, Friedwart Bock and Christoph 
Hänni.
In its prese ntation the book will be 
of the same format as The Builders 
of Camphill, but will have fewer than 
half the number of pages. It promises 
to be a publication which will make 
fascinating reading! We hope it may 
serve to inspire present and future 
generations towards the realisation that 
there is wonderful guidance at work in 
human destiny.

We would like to encourage Cam-
phill Communities and individual 
friends to order this new book. An 
announcement of the actual date of its 
availability will be made in the foresee-
able future. Kindly express your interest 
by contacting 

Erika Nauck 
Nortour, Newton Dee Village,  
Bieldside,
Aberdeen, AB15 9DX. 

Tel: ++44 (0)1224 868505 
(the answer phone will take your 
message if no one is in). 

Camphill Soltane
Camphill Soltane is seeking a Land and Estate 
Manager for the 2007–2008 program year for 
our 50-acre estate, which includes 200 fruit 
trees, berries, a vegetable garden, cows, lawns 
and meadows. The Land and Estate Manager 
will be responsible for having an overview of 
the land care needs on campus, and organ-
izing and working with crews of 5–7 people, 
including students and community members 
with disabilities. 

Camphill Soltane provides continuing edu-
cation for young adults with developmental 
disabilities and work opportunities for older 
adults with disabilities in a community setting. 
All support staff (co-workers) live on campus in 
households with other co-workers and people 
with disabilities. As such, duties would also 
include contributions towards a household, 
and physical, emotional and social support 
for people with disabilities. We have a strong 
focus on advocacy and self-determination in 
our community. Camphill Soltane is located 
in Pennsylvania, on the East Coast of the U.S., 
about one hour from Philadelphia. 

Requirements: 
You must have 2–5 years of work experience, 
a degree in a related field, or other technical 
training in the area of land work, estate care, 
or gardening. Experience with biodynamic or 
organic gardening is highly preferred. Training 
opportunities are available. Position begins 
August 25, 2007 and continues through July 31, 
2008; position may also be longer-term.

Benefits: 
Room and board, stipend of $170 USD/month, 
health insurance after 3 months, $850 USD in 
vacation funds over one year. 

Please contact 
Anne-Marie McMahon at 

amcmahon@camphillsoltane.org 
to inquire about this position, or apply 
online at www.camphillsoltane.org

A couple of people have told me 
their copy of the March/April 2007 
issue was missing a few pages; 
but they thought everyone’s copy 
would be the same so they waited 
patiently and faithfully for their re-
placement copy to come—which 
it didn’t!  It seems it’s just these 
two, but please do let me know 
if you have also received a copy 
without all the pages and I’ll re-
place it for you, with apologies 
from the printers!  

Your Editor

Taurus Crafts Community

Garden Manager 
for our organic market garden 

We are offering an opportunity to use your 
gardening skills and experience in our real-life 
working environment. 

We are supplying vegetables, fruit, plants 
and flowers to our restaurant and our organic 
food shop.

Join our community as long-term Co-worker  
or earn a salary. 

Long-term Co-workers
to join our community 

We are seeking enthusiastic individuals, cou-
ples or families with experience of Camphill 
and/or anthroposophy to help us carry our 
tasks  in the life sharing community and the 
Craft Centre. 

For more information/application pack  
contact: Ingo Kresse

 ingo@tauruscrafts.co.uk 
tel: 01594 844841

is looking for:
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RUSKIN MILL EDUCATIONAL TRUST

Operates three innovative specialist colleges for

students with special learning needs. The colleges are inspired by the

work of Rudolf Steiner, John Ruskin and William Morris.

We have vacancies in each of our Colleges for

Houseparent Couples
To live in and manage a household for up to four students. 

We need mature, responsible couples to create a warm, homely

environment and deliver the living skills curriculum in one of our 

college households. We provide training and support and a good 

package of salary and benefits. Not just a job, but a way of life.

For information about positions in any of the colleges contact

Richard Rogers, Head of College — Residential, Ruskin Mill College

The Fisheries, Horsley, Glos GL6 0PL. Tel 01453 837528

e-mail: richard.rogers@rmc.rmet.org.uk

RUSKIN MILL 

COLLEGE

The College is based in a 
beautiful Cotswold valley 
with the main focus on 
landwork, rural crafts and 
food production.
Residential 
accommodation is in 
domestic scale 
households in the nearby 
towns and villages.

GLASSHOUSE

COLLEGE

Firmly based in the 
glassmaking tradition 
with many new 
enterprises offering 
students craft and land 
based skills, high quality 
drama and practical work 
experience.
Students live in a wide 
variety of residential 
placements both in the 
town and the surrounding 
villages.

FREEMAN

COLLEGE

The newest of our 
colleges, based in the 
centre of Sheffield and at 
the Merlin Theatre site. 
Fast developing activities 
ranging from cutlery 
making and pewter work, 
to performance work and 
drama.
Students live in the city in 
family based households 
and training flats.

Storytelling - Poetry Recitation – Acting
A unique training based on Steiner’s vision of an

Art of Creative Speech

 1-4 year Training
Private Speech Lessons

Workshops
Summer School Courses

Sussex, England: +44 (0)1342.321.330
www.ArtemisSpeechandDrama.org.uk
office@ArtemisSpeechandDrama.org.uk

Artemis
School of Speech and Drama

Tobias School 
of Art & Therapy

  offers:
• Art Therapy vocational training, validated by the 
C&G at Masters level (MCGI). Full-time and modular 
options.
• Transformative Arts course, a unique opportu-
nity to explore the colour world through artistic and 
self-development processes. Full-time, part-time and 
modular options. Validated by C&G (LCGI)

Inspiring, creative weekend workshops with different 
themes and media

• Weekend Courses each course £90
18–20 May 
From Sleeping to Awakening 

with Gloria Tsai
8–10 June 
Landscape: the outcome of elemental activity 
and the work of human hands 

with Clare Kunze 
6–8 July 
The Search for Balance: Light and Darkness 
in the Landscape 

with Peter Ramm

• Summer Courses
Weekend courses £95, Week long courses £260

2–6 July 
Coming into Colour 

  with Clare Kunze
13–15 July 
The Art of Life Drawing 

  with Jeremy Gale
16–20 July 
Rhythms of Change in Artistic / Therapeutic Processes 

  with Maria Albiez
20–22 July 
C’mon Babe Light my Fire 

  with Ana Rezende and Nick Turner
23–27 July 
Pots in the Becoming 

  with Young Yang Kim
27–29 July 
Fear…Soul Sickness of our Time 

  with Jean-Marc Peladeau

For brochures call 01342 313655 
www.tobiasart.org info@tobiasart.org

The Sheiling School
Camphill Community  

Thornbury
an established residential Cam-
phill school for children with 

learning difficulties

House Co-ordinators

Vacancies exist for conscientious 
people to create a warm and 
homely environment for children 
with special needs.  This is a live-
in position within a supportive 
community team.   This role offers 
a fulfilling and flexible range of du-
ties amidst beautiful and spacious 
surroundings.

Relevant experience desirable, 
opportunity for development, terms 
negotiable.
Contact:  

Catherine Stephenson, 
Thornbury Park, Park Road, 
Thornbury, Bristol BS35 1HP  

Telephone  01454 415859  
mail@sheilingschool.org.uk

Blackthorn Trust
Blackthorn Garden is looking for 
a Waldorf trained teacher with 
Upper School and/or special 
education experience, to co-or-
dinate our educational work.

Blackthorn’s new College in 
the Community aims to embed 
Waldorf Education into our 
existing work-based learning for 
young people and adults who 
have mental health problems 
and learning difficulties.

We are seeking a self-moti-
vated, enthusiastic person to 
work alongside the garden team 
and medical-therapeutic team in 
a challenging and exciting new 
impulse. The position is from 
September 2007.

Salary approx £33,000 de-
pending on experience.

For more information please 
contact Louise Tonkin on 01622 
726128 or email admin@black-
thorn.org.uk. 
Registered charity no 1117979

Kfar Rafael (Village of Raphael) is a re-
medial community situated in the south 
of Israel. Currently about 110 people 
live and work in our village, including 
adults with special needs, families with 
children, and young volunteers. We 
are looking for House Parents to join 
our community, as well as short-term 
co-workers.

For more details please contact:
zvimadar@krafael.co.il
Kfar Rafael, P.O.B 425 
Be’er Sheva 84103, Israel
+972 8 6412030
http://www.krafael.co.il

Holiday Accommodation 
in Co. Down, Ireland

Hello from the Mountains of 
Mourne!

We have two self-catering apart-
ments (with large sunrooms) on 
an organic vegetable farm here 
in the north of Ireland.

Our first guests last May were a 
group of nine from Botton Village, 
and they were well pleased.

Hazel and Sean have both lived 
in Camphill settings, and believe 
their farm and this district can of-
fer a fun and relaxing retreat.

www.burrenwood.com
burrenwood@btinternet.com



SPACE TO BE!
Self catering cottage on the borders 
of Hereforshire and Worcestershire. 
Buzzards, butterflies, walks and 
peace. Sleeps 2 (or 4 with double 
futon sofabed in lounge). 
Details from: Maggie Kingston on  
44 (0)1885 410431.

Courses & Events Spring/Summer 2007      

5 May/30 June Introductory Workshops to PG Art Therapy Training. Art Workshop, Presentation, Discussion. 11-4 
28 April Open Afternoon: Working With or Working Outside? How are anthroposophic initiatives integrating in the public sector 
today? A gathering open to all interested in the theme 2.30-5.00pm 
10-13 May Relationships: The Individual and Community. Dependence-Independence-Interdependence 
Includes seminar work & artistic activity.  Marah Evans & Karl Finke
17-20 May Destiny in Transformation: Working with Life Challenges & Life Patterns. Marah Evans  
19-20 May Art Therapy & Anger Management: for anyone with an interest in the theme.  Marian Liebmann 
1-3/6 Burnout - 'A Phoenix Rising out of  the Ashes’.  Dr. Annejet Rümke & art therapist Natalie Peters 
15 June Conference for Art Therapists: Art Therapy Approaches to Sexual Abuse. Contributions by members of AAAT & BAAT. 
22-24 June Awakening to Plants through Goethean Art & Science. Linda Frosch & Jonathan Code 
23-24 June Mandala Painting Course: from Black Elk to Jung. John Playfoot 
30 June Introductory Workshop to PG Art Therapy Training. Art Workshop, Presentation, Discussion. 11-4
19-22 July Phases of Human Development Foundation seminar of the Life Pathways Biography Training: an exploration of the 
questions & challenges of the different age groups. Can be taken on its own. Marah Evans 
28-31 July Summer Painting Course: Light, Darkness and Warmth explored through Fairy Tales. Laura Ridolfi
10-12 Aug Storytelling – 8 Ways to Practise Peace: storytelling as a path of healing. Ashley Ramsden 
11 Aug Voice of the Heart: Stories & Poetry by Rumi. Evening performance with Ashley Ramsden 
22-25 Aug Clowning Workshop:  developing presence & playfulness. Vivian Gladwell 
26-29 Aug Conflict as a Means of Development: Working with individual conflict patterns. M Evans & K Finke
18-23 Aug Dynamic Zodiac Drawing: Qualities of the Zodiac & their interconnection with Biographical Development. Rainer 
Schnurre & Karl Finke 

All our courses are experiential and include artistic activities 
NEW : As well as the Foundation to Art Therapy and Postgraduate Art Therapy Training courses, Hibernia now offers a 3 year Art 
and Human Consciousness Course  (BA level) which can be taken as sabbatical year(s) or full training
For details please contact Hibernia, Stroud, Glos. Tel: 01453 751 685   info@hibernia.org.uk

CAMPHILL IN SCOTLAND

NEWTON DEE COMMUNITY

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?

Newton Dee is a Camphill Community living and working with adults at risk.

A long-term or short-term career change or break

• A sabbatical

• A gap year

• Something different  

• An opportunity to meet special people  

• A very different experience of life  

• A possibility to lead a holistic and inspirational life

• The chance to live in and create a home with adults at risk

• Work on the land, in craft workshops, homemaking,
administration, producing plays, music, celebrating the
Christian festivals, training opportunities

If any of this appeals to you as a short-term opportunity or a
long term commitment and you would like to discuss your

aspirations and our opportunities - please contact
Vibeke Sunddal - Sunddal@onetel.com 

Further information about Newton Dee Camphill Community is
available at newtondee.org.uk

Garvald Social Therapy Workshop
Wednesday (evening) 3rd, Thursday 4th, Friday 5th October 2007

Gillis Centre
Edinburgh

Facing Personal Challenge
(Question of destiny and how the double or shadow can be understood as a helper)

The Garvald organisations have held social therapy conferences or workshops every two years over the 
past two decades.  These have involved people from Camphill and independent initiatives from across 
Scotland and further afield.

In this workshop we will introduce a process that encourages empathy to look at how we meet challenging 
events in our own characteristic way.  The qualities and background of responses will be explored through 
seminar content deepening this understanding with supportive small group work and by creating 
imaginative pictures.  We hope to become more conscious and learning opportunities can become more 
transparent where previously they may have been experienced only as an obstacle.

If you would like to be kept updated please get in touch with The Engine Shed, 19 St Leonards Lane on 
0131 6620040 or email engineshed@aol.com and we will send out further information.

Camphill Community Mourne Grange
Mourne Grange is a thriving Camphill community for adults with 
learning disabilities, situated close to the Mourne Mountains, 1½ 
hours from both Belfast and Dublin. We have a small but lively 
Kindergarten and Waldorf School, an elderly care house and plans 
for a Therapy Building. Our established group of co-workers are 
looking towards the future with hope and enthusiasm that people 
will come and join us who are willing and interested to share in a 
Camphill way of life.
Our specific needs are for house co-ordinators, work masters and 
a nurse with interest and experience in Camphill community living, 
therapy and anthroposophy.

Please apply to:  Application Group
   Camphill Community Mourne Grange
   169 Newry Road
   Kilkeel, Co Down
   N. Ireland, BT34 4EX

Working With or Working Outside?
How are anthroposophic initiatives integrating and participating 

in the public sector today?
Saturday 28th April 2007  2.30 – 5.00 pm

A meeting open to anyone interested and concerned will be held at Hibernia College 
to discuss these important current challenges and opportunities. This will also be a 
chance to update supporters and colleagues on the progress of Hibernia in its aim 
to create a professional dialogue for anthroposophy and art therapy within the main-
stream HPC recognised art therapy movement. With contributions from Marah Evans, 
Don Ratcliffe, John Lees, John Burnett, other Hibernia staff as well as from colleagues 
involved in similar processes in the public sector.

If you would like to attend please RSVP to 01453 751685 or info@hibernia.org.uk

Camphill Communities  
East Anglia

House Co-ordinator & Workshop 
Supervisor Vacancies

Thornage Hall is a small vi l lage 
community in the heart of the north 
Norfolk countryside, surrounded by 
beautiful agricultural landscapes. We 
provide supported living for 20 adults 
with learning disabilities in 6 houses, 
as well as a variety of different work 
and cultural activities. We are looking 
for committed persons working out 
of the Camphill Impulse to join our 
community as

House Co-ordinators
Experience of living in a Camphill 
Community essential.

We are also looking for a Weaver to 
take on the running of our weavery 
from October 2007. This would be a 
part-time post leaving time for other 
responsibilities within the community.

We would like to hear from anyone 
who would be interested in joining 
us in respect of either position, in the 
traditional Camphill co-worker role or 
potentially in a salaried position.

For further information contact:
The Admissions Group
CCEA, Thornage Hall
Thornage, Holt
Norfolk NR25 7QH
Tel: 01263 860305
Email: ccea@btconnect.com
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Uniting soon after conception with the hereditary body, it lives on unimpaired in each human individual.

It is the aim of the Camphill Movement to stand for this ‘Image of the Human Being’ as expounded in Rudolf Steiner’s work,
so that contemporary knowledge of the human being may be enflamed by the power of love.

Camphill Correspondence tries to facilitate this work through free exchange within and beyond the Camphill Movement.
Therefore, the Staff of Mercury, the sign of communication which binds the parts of the organism into the whole,

is combined with the Dove in the logo of Camphill Correspondence.

The

Park
Attwood

Clinic

Integrating mainstream
and complementary
medicine with:

The Park Attwood Clinic
Trimpley, Bewdley, Worcs DY12 1RE
Tel 01299 861444   
www.parkattwood.org

holisticallyCaring for you

a committed team of
conventionally qualified
doctors and nurses

anthroposophic therapies
to address healthcare
holistically

natural medicines to
complement the use of
conventional drugs

individualised treatments
for day- and in-patients
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Self-Catering Holiday Apartments
Old Tuscan organic olive oil farm peacefully situated on 
a hilltop with stunning views and all amenities close by, 
offers comfortable accommodation, spectacular walks and 
excellent local Tuscan and international food. Arcobaleno 
is perched on a neighbouring hill to Cortona, a famous old 
Etruscan town steeped in Italian history and well positioned 
to offer day excursions by car to many places of interest; for 
example, within ca. one hour you can reach: Florence, Siena, 
Perugia, Assisi, Arezzo and within about two hours: Rome & 
Pisa. Additionally, the famous wine growing areas of Chianti, 
Montepulciano and Montalcino are all within an hours’ drive 
of Arcobaleno. 
Further details are on our homepage on the Internet:
www.arcobaleno-toscana.com or email or call me personally at 
following: Lucas Weihs, San Pietro a Cegliolo CS 59,  
1-52044 Cortona AR Tuscany, Italy 
email: arcobaleno@technet.it tel: + 39 0575 612777
The picture is a painting of Arcobaleno’s olive groves by Elizabeth Cochrane.

Self Catering Holiday House
The White House Killin

Set within the beautiful Loch
Lomond and Trossachs National
Park, The White House is in an
ideal location to explore the natural
beauty of Highland Perthshire,
Scotland.

Situated in a secluded setting
near the shores of Loch Tay,
this area offers outstanding op-
portunities for touring, walking,
cycling, bird watching and ca-
noeing. Comprises 5 bedrooms
with accommodation for up to 12
persons sharing.

tel: 01764 662416 
for a brochure and availability

Maybe just 

A few days of peace and quiet?
A retreat for your co-workers?
A venue for a course or a seminar?

Asbjornsen and Moe House Seminar Centre in
Solborg Camphill Village can host up to 30 people
at any one time, full board and lodging or self
catering. As far as possible we serve ecological or
biodynamic food from our own gardens and farm.
Solborg Camphill Village can offer visits to the farm
and the workshops. We are located in beautiful natural
surroundings, with Oslo just an hour away.

Asbjornsen and Moe House Seminar Centre
Solborg, N-3520 Jevnaker, Norway
Tel:+47 32 13 30 58 — Fax:+47 32 13 20 20

seminarsenter@camphill.no
www.camphill.no

Need a Holiday?


