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Good government
is government
that teaches us
to rule ourselves.
Goethe

Falling Man, Max Beckmann, 1950 — Max Beckmann (1884–1950) was a German artist and is considered to be a
leading painter of the twentieth century. He is connected with Expressionism. He said it was difficult to talk about art
and advised instead, ‘You should love, love, love. Do not forget that every man, every tree, every flower is an individual
worth thorough study and portrayal. Art resolves, through form, the many paradoxes of life, and sometimes permits us
to glimpse behind the dark curtain that hides those unknown spaces where one day we shall be unified.’

Tribute to Julian for his 80th birthday

J

Julian Sleigh and
Melville Segal (right)

ulian has been for me ‘the brother’. Coming from very different
backgrounds, our relationship
has gone through various phases:
from being, to begin with, my
‘big brother’ who led me into the
Camphill Community; to being my
priest to whom I looked up to for
religious inspiration; to being my
friend and supporter when I myself
needed to make a success of my
particular destiny-call; and in these
last years, to being my comrade
who showed his understanding and
empathy on the strength of our 45

year relationship.
It was only in our later years together that I became
aware that he was saddened by an old age in which he
would be distanced from his many friends. I realized—especially in these last months when he began to curtail
his activities—that Julian’s former mercurial weaving
between meetings and friends, in which he made numerous long and exhausting trips overseas, was his way
of keeping in touch.
For so much of his life, Julian’s concern and empathy
have been placed at the centre of his work. Now he has
to become part of the wider circle and allow others to
hold his hand within the ring of the Camphill Community, to which he has dedicated his entire life’s immense
gifts and strength.
Thank you my friend for walking beside me…
Melville Segal

Birthday List
Becoming 90
Helge Hedetoff, Hogganvik.....................28 October
Becoming 85
Eleanor Shartle, Kimberton Hills..............10 October
Becoming 80
Annelies Brüll, Camphill Schools....................24 July
Friedwart Bock, Camphill Schools....... 18 September
Julian Sleigh, West Coast Village, S.Africa...6 October
Gerda von Jeetze, Triform..........................7 October
Elsbeth Groth, Camphill Schools........... 7 December
Becoming 75
Eric Steedman, Botton Village.............. 16 September
James Cooksey, Botton Village............. 11 December
Michael Phillips, Sturts Farm.................. 8 September
Becoming 70
Marianne Sommer, Föhrenbühl............. 7 November
John Bickford, Oaklands Park.............. 23 November
Horst Beckmann, Nuremberg.............. 13 December

We were given information that Herbert Peters
would be 80 this year but we have since been told
that he died in 2004. Apologies for that. We do rely
on information that the Camphill places send us; so
please do check your list before you send it to us,
at sandrastoddard@gmail.com
With thanks.

I

Editor’s note

have been asked to write about some practical details
of the Correspondence for our readers, and so here are
some facts for you. Approximately 880 copies are posted
out every two months, and they are sent to Britain, countries in western and eastern Europe, Russia, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa, Botswana, Israel, India, Canada,
and the United States. About two-thirds of these subscriptions are sent to Camphill places and one-third are to
board members, families, ‘ex-Camphillers’, and friends.
For the last ten years or so the subscription numbers have
slightly increased by 5–10 copies each year. The numbers,
of course, are always fluctuating as people cancel their
subs for various reasons and new subscriptions are also
regularly requested.
The finances of the Correspondence have remained
healthy and stable for a number of years now. A reminder
to those who can and would like to offer a gift subscription as we have several people/places who would like to
receive the Correspondence but can’t afford it. We don’t
want to turn anyone away for lack of money but without
the support of gift subscriptions it can get too much for
the magazine to absorb. So please do help if you can. It
can be for a year’s subscription or longer, and there are
several already on the ‘waiting list’ for gift subs. Thank
you to those people that already support others in this
way, it really does make a difference.
Looking forward to your feedback as always. It is you
who makes the Correspondence relevant and interesting with your input and of course you make it happen!
Speaking of which, the next issue will be a very interesting
theme issue. After a recent reunion of the early Camphill
Schools co-worker children (now very much grown up
and living all over the world!), we will base the next
Correspondence around their experiences as co-worker
children growing up in early Camphill, and who they are
now, what they have done with their lives,what values
they hold dear as a result of their unusual childhoods,
and their impressions of the reunion. It sounds like it
was a great occasion of reflection and discovery, looking
forward as well as back.
Your editor, Maria

Contents
The three stars and the three pillars of Camphill
Johannes M Surkamp..........................................1
Ringing is the bell of Time! Machteld Haugen........3
Questions that stay—New Lanark 2007
Camilo Cavalcanti..............................................5
The stars between Michaelmas and December
Hazel Straker......................................................6
Who helps us? Irmgard Roehling ...........................7
Curative or holistic education—what’s in a name?
Robin Jackson.....................................................9
In hoc signo (In this sign) Friedwart Bock..............10
Where does Camphill’s future lie? Margit Engel....11
From a sermon given by the
Rev John Smith in Shirehampton......................12
Reviews................................................................12
Obituaries: Pauline Anderson 14 / Gwen Gardner
15 / Erika von Arnim 16 / Werner Groth 18
News from the Movement: A letter from the Karl
König Archives David Coe 20 / News from
Vidaråsen Landsby Judith Ingram 21
Camphill Bible Reading list.................................. 23

The three stars and the three pillars of Camphill
Johannnes M Surkamp, Ochil Tower, Scotland

D

uring the New Lanark conferences much attention has been given to the genius of Robert Owen
whose testimony was so impressively demonstrated all
around.
Karl König described Owen in his ‘Meditation on Camphill’ (The Cresset, Vol. VI, 2) as one of three personalities
who offered their life-blood to building communities,
considering the welfare of people from different points
of view. He calls the three men the Stars of Camphill,
who had made their mark during three preceding centuries. They were:
in the 17th century:
Johann Amos Comenius 1592–1670
in the 18th century:
Count Nicholas Ludwig Zinzendorf 1700–1760
in the 19th century:
Robert Owen 1771–1858

The torch was handed on, as it were, from the east via
the middle to the west. Each one of these men was a
child of his age and had to bear up to and suffer the
difficulties of their own time. Karl König pointed out
that they were all influenced by a Rosicrucian writing
circulating in Europe from 1610 under the name ‘Fama
Fraternitatis of the Meritorious Order of the Rosy Cross’.
Each of these pioneers made a different contribution to
the development of humanity. Comenius and Zinzendorf
were both ordained pastors of the Moravian Brotherhood, the Unitas Fratrum, whereas Robert Owen was a
child of Wales and the Industrial Revolution. His destiny
had led him to New Lanark, the large yarn mills built by
David Dale, his father-in-law.
By having the conference at New Lanark, more attention was given to Robert Owen than to the other two
personalities. This essay tries to redress the balance and
to relate some of the important aspects to the present
situation of Camphill.
Essential for Karl König’s recognition and appreciation of the three historical antecedents of community
building was his realisation of their one-sided disposition and the contributions they made. He realised that
Rudolf Steiner in the 20th century had taken up all three
impulses and developed them further: Comenius was the
thinker, philosopher and educationalist; Zinzendorf was
the man of the heart and word (who gave some 10,000
sermons); Owen was the genius of practical deed and a
social prophet. In Camphill, Karl König wanted to bring
to life community-building for the 20th century and the
future based on anthroposophy, with consciousness of
these three realms.

Comenius
Johann Amos Comenius, whose 400th anniversary was
remembered 15 years ago, grew up in his formative
years in the faith of the Moravian Brotherhood. At 19 he
visited Germany and studied with two teachers who very
much influenced his later views. Returning to Moravia
he became a teacher at his former school. He was ordained in 1616 at a time when Protestants in Czech lands
were facing severe trials. An intolerant emperor came

to power and the
Thirty Years War
broke out, bringing in its wake
the Counter-Reformation and severe persecution.
As pastor in Fulnek, Comenius
devoted much
time to reforming
the schools and
adapted them to
the demands of
a new economic
situation and new
science. Gripped
by the tension beJohann Amos Comenius
tween rich and
poor, he clearly sided with the poor. The defeat of the
rebellious Czechs overshadowed his concerns, and after
the battle of White Mountain (1620) Protestant churches
and indigenous culture were decimated. After 200 years
the unchallenged power of the Roman Church was brutally reintroduced. Catholic nobility of Germany, Italy
and Spain were given two thirds of the confiscated land.
Comenius went into hiding, yet still managed to write.
In his Labyrinth of the World he delivered, in Czech, an
impressive critique of contemporary culture, encouraging the reader to find the inner light and thereby change
the world. He lost his wife and children to war and to
the plague. His book, judged to be heretical, was burned
in the market place. Refusing to yield to resignation, he
wrote several essays encouraging his fellow Protestants.
He turned to visionaries and prophecies, translating and
writing. When the Protestant faith was declared illegal
in 1628, Comenius and many exiles were received by
Count Leszcsynski to Leszno in Poland. In addition to
pastoral work, Comenius taught in high school and began writing his important educational works. He became
famous and his works were published in 16 languages.
His main work was Didactica Magna. Comenius felt
his Christian faith primary to his educational work. He
received important invitations by famous people from
France, Sweden, Silecia, and Holland, and he visited
Holland and England. When Laszlo was destroyed in
the Counter-reformation, he lost everything.
Uprooted and without means, Comenius arrived in the
Netherlands where he was received with unexpected
respect and honour. He was guaranteed living expenses
for him and his family. Finally he was able to publish
his pedagogical books and above all, summarise his
panoptic ideas.
Comenius remained involved in the affairs of his day
and had great hopes for an ecumenical congress which
should foster peace and understanding. Many of his ideas
live on as unfulfilled hopes, even now.

Zinzendorf
In the year 2000 Count Nicholas Ludwig Zinzendorf’s
300th anniversary of his birth was remembered. Through



his wife, Tilla, Karl
König had still experienced a living
connection to the
Moravian Brotherhood which he treasured and to which
he referred when
instituting the Bible
Evening.
Count Zinzendorf’s
family was of old
Austrian nobility.
When his father died
soon after his birth,
his mother left AusCount Nikolaus Ludwig
tria and lived with
von Zinzendorf
her mother in Saxony
where he grew up with very pious adults around him. At
the age of ten he went to a boarding school for sons of
the nobility in Halle. He learned the classical languages
and French and excelled in writing poetry. He joined
the Order of the Mustard Seed whose members were
expected to be a leaven among Christians and to carry
the gospel to the heathens. From 16 to 19 he studied Law
at Wittenberg University but decided that his future lay in
the ministry. He then went on a ‘Grand Tour’ to Germany
and Holland, broadening his education and outlook by
meeting many situations and people. Upon his return,
and following his parents’ wishes, he became the King’s
Councillor at Dresden. He married Countess Erdmuth
Reuss. Zinzendorf acquired the estate Berthelsdorf and
permitted the refugee pastor to admit religious refugees
from Moravia.
When in 1727 difficulties arose among the 300 refugees, he decided to give up his position and joined them
at Herrnhut where soon a reconciliation was sealed.
From then on a missionary zeal unfolded. The first bishop
was consecrated by a grandson of JA Comenius in the
tradition of the Unitas Fratrum, the Moravian Church.
This development led to disagreements with the powers
of state and Zinzendorf was banned for eleven years before he was rehabilitated. During this time his religious
activities, his preaching (some ten thousand sermons),
his writings of prayers, songs and hourly intercession
‘Watchwords’ increased and many missionaries were
sent worldwide. He himself sailed twice to America.
Today there are several hundred thousand followers of
this tradition in many countries with a strong Christian
ecumenical disposition.
Bishop Geoffrey Birtill concentrated his 300th memorial essay on Zinzendorf’s ‘Christ-centred’ faith. In it he
quotes a self reflection of Zinzendorf which suggests
rather a ‘Jesus-centred’ faith:
I have had the happiness of knowing the Saviour
by experience from my earliest years. It was at Hennersdorf when I was a child that I learned to love Him,
sometimes talking with Him for whole hours as we
talk with a friend. I have enjoyed this close friendship
with Jesus for 50 years and feel the happiness of it
more and more every day I live.
Rudolf Steiner was also described by outsiders as entirely
‘Christ-centred’. In his course of lectures of 1911 under
the title From Jesus to Christ, the interesting difference
is revealed. Zinzendorf, from the fullness of his heart,



addressed Jesus as ‘you’, in the second person. Steiner,
as the scientist of the spirit speaks of Christ always in the
third person. (See From Jesus to Christ, 1911).

Image of Man
In 1879 Michael became the spiritual leader of our
age and in 1899 the Dark Age (Kali Yuga) had come to
an end. Rudolf Steiner became the herald of this new
age and Karl König a devoted pupil, yet a master in his
own right. The anthroposophical image of man was his
guiding principle for recognising and helping the child
in need of special care and for building up the social
fabric of Camphill. Specific instruments had to be instituted which were:
• For gaining insight and recognition and also
calling on the higher being(s) to assist, the College
Meeting, the first of the Three Pillars with the light
of Comenius shining upon it.
• For the strengthening of the community and the
common purpose of working with the Christimpulse, the Bible Evening was instituted, the
second of the three pillars with the light of
Zinzendorf shining upon it.
• For the brotherly dealing with worldly affairs, the
economic sphere became essential with the motto
for the social life: The well-being of a community
will be the greater the less the individual claims the
proceeds of his work and the more he makes them
over to his fellow workers; and the more his own
requirements are satisfied not out of his own work,
but out of the work done by others (Rudolf Steiner,
1906). The light of Robert Owen was shining upon
this third pillar of Camphill.
From the above it will have become clear that we are not
dealing with some odd idiosyncrasies of Camphill, nor
wanting to pitch anthroposophy against the mainstream
of our time, but are showing how much Camphill was
willing to live a social experiment for the future in the
conviction that mankind, beset by Perpetual War for
Perpetual Peace (Gore Vidal), is in need of examples
such as Camphill, the Grameen Bank (Muhammad Yunus) and many others.
Johannnes, a pioneer
of Camphill communities in Scotland, is active in
Camphill and in anthroposophical work in Britain.

Robert Owen

Ringing is the bell of Time!
Machteld Haugen, Coleg Elidyr, Wales

I

recall these words out of the St John’s Play, calling on
us to be awake and prepare for change; to become
conscious and aware of the things within ourselves that
need to be given up to the flames of St John and to find
ways of renewal.
First of all, I think we need to start to create courage
and get ready to face ourselves and to reflect on our
thoughts, feelings and actions in order to see what it is
that needs to change. I am worried about this. Are some
Camphill communities able to change their ways? And
hearing that there are real problems in many places I
believe the question is relevant. I have been busy with
this question for some time and personally I think that
many people in Camphill think they have found ‘the
Way’ already a long time ago and that this is still ‘the
Way’. But is this so?
There is a lot of talk of the authorities and how awful
they are and what they do to the values and principles of
the Camphill impulse. Are the authorities really so bad?
Yes they might threaten us, but are we not called upon
to be more conscious in our time of what we believe
in and how we bring those beliefs down to the earth?
Are the outside bodies that question our work and life
in Camphill not our helpers in disguise?
I have lived and worked in Coleg Elidyr for many years
and the Camphill impulse is very close to my heart. We
have had to struggle very hard during the last 8 or 10
years. And there were times that I really thought that the
impulse had gone under with all the carrying people
leaving, many inspections and more pressures to do
training and risk assessments etc. But now, looking back,
I am so grateful for the fact that we have worked with
Margarete van den Brink * for many years. She has helped
us to reflect and to make conscious what it is we really
want to do. We also learned to meet and engage with the
‘outside world’ in an open and non-defensive way.
I have come to realize that these outside bodies are a
real blessing, because we have had to question everything within our work and life anew. This was a lengthy
and hard process, and still is; but I believe that to do
this showed faith in the values and principles that have
been there from the beginning of Camphill—and that
are still loved and treasured. The question is, how can
this create a more stable present and future?
Everything had to be put under the magnifying glass.
We had to create many policies and procedures but this
in itself created an opportunity to check out what it is
we want to bring into the world, through working and
living in a Camphill community. We believe that our
policies and procedures have to be sound also from an
anthroposophical point of view and not only to please
the outside bodies. We must also believe in what they
are and put them into practice in that same way. Not
easy, but it can be done.
Before an agreement is made, we have to be prepared
to go through a long process to get everyone on board
and so empower all members of staff to be part of an
open organization and contribute to the community
life. Our beliefs had to be put down in writing, so that
everyone can be part of what we believe in and help to
carry them out. I think that many regulations of the Care

Rev. 21:1–4 Then I saw a new Heaven and a new Earth,
Max Beckmann, 1942

Standards speak of the Image of Man. The regulations
help to protect the individual and to make them a citizen
of the world with rights and responsibilities. So it was
also good to take in many of the ‘outside’ regulations
and include them into our values and principles.
The Camphill movement has many ideals. These ideals need to be realized in certain forms. We were given
forms throughout the existence of Camphill, but I am
beginning to wonder if we are actually making these
forms into the ideals, instead of keeping the ideals and
finding new forms that go with the times. For example:
many people would love to live and work in our community, but they have certain conditions now that perhaps
are different than 20 years ago. We want more time for
ourselves, more training, pensions, wages, privacy to
name but a few. Is this really so bad?
No, it belongs to our time and the consciousness soul.
But how can we offer this in the climate of life-sharing
that has the negative expression now of ‘24/7’? Yes it will
not be the same to have rotas for co-workers, but if we
don’t offer more free time, I think that Camphill will not
get many long-term co-workers any more anyway and
the impulse will not go on. And I myself love my time
off. Not on call, just for me!
So we have to make staff rotas. Something will be lost
that is of value, I don’t deny this; but if we make very
clear how we ensoul our houses and activities and train
staff for example about the devotion to detail, all will



Rev, 5:1–7 The Scroll sealed with 7 seals & the lamb
Max Beckmann 1942

not be lost. Of course it is a challenge, but in the olden
days, the people who lived in Camphill had little money
and other challenges.
This is our challenge today in Camphill: to transform
the forms in such a way that the ideals can live on and
the bringing about of the Image of Man can be continued
in ages to come. There is a real need in our time, but we
must stop being arrogant and think that it is wrong to
have time for oneself. The values and principles can still
live when we have staff rotas. We just have to become
very good in communication!
And one more thing: can some one please explain what
it means when it is said there is a karmic difference if one
is on trust money or on salaries? I heard this recently and
wondered if it means that to ask for a salary is perhaps
not so good; but a lot of people in our community now
want a salary. And I have seen that many of these people
are great homemakers and community members and can
show us how to live in community in a true and honest
way AND they want to stay!
So to come back to my call for change: we experience
that the children and young people that come to our
places have different and much more complex needs
than before. Our co-workers have changed and right
from day one, they ask questions about why we do
things in a certain way. Basically, a lot has changed in
many different areas. The world is changing, but this is
what I understand from anthroposophy, we are always
in movement and need to metamorphose. So why is it
so difficult to move along with the times? I still believe
in the Camphill ideals, but I am of the firm opinion that
we have the duty to transform the forms in which these
ideals can incarnate and to try again and again to keep
these ideals alive and available for all who have chosen
to live in the 21st century.
And haven’t we all chosen to incarnate in this century?
Yes I know the regulations have put a lot of pressure of
many of our places and people have been very upset by
them. But I must say that I understand that some of the
inspectors question where the money goes, because life
in Camphill is very good and this is visible to the outside



world. Maybe they are right to question us, because
after all they give lots of money to be spent on care and
education of the residents. And some of our buildings
(and what is in them) are amazingly big and beautiful
and our lifestyle can be luxurious.
My call to everyone is really that we need to have courage to shine light on everything we do; bring the values
and principles together with the regulations and find
ways how to live by them; meet the outside inspectors
with openness and at the same time stand our ground;
to be prepared to go through a process of transformation. But one must begin by reflecting and seeing that
change is needed.
I hear that in some communities, the paperwork and
the red tape is given to certain professionals that come
in to the community. How sad this is. Every ideal needs
a physical body. Every physical body needs a spirit. Everyone who lives and works in Camphill must be given
tasks that contribute to the threefold Image of Man. Some
are better in dealing with legal papers, some are better
in home-making, but one must never separate them
completely because it will create a division and make a
poor community. I believe that everyone as far as possible needs to be connected to the ideals and the practical
tasks that belong to a 21st century organization!
I am grateful that we had to go through a process of
reflection and change in Coleg Elidyr. We have not given
up on Bible Suppers, and our Offering Service is very
strong. But we do have two days off and offer salaries
to people living in. We have become more professional
and worldlier, but I know for sure that there is a real
longing for anthroposophy. The challenge is how to
find new ways and be prepared to change. We must go
into the future with a clear vision, in which the Image
of Man can find its fulfillment in the earthly tasks of the
21st century.
Let us hear the Bell and ring it where needed. Please let
us help each other. The Camphill impulse is so needed
in our times. But we don’t need to be gloomy about the
‘outside’ world; it will not bring us further on in our
striving for the Image of Man.
Machteld has lived and worked for nearly 27 years
in Coleg Elidyr. She has been a house mother
and teacher, and has worked for some time in a
management role, meeting the care standard in
the houses. She now has a new and exciting role:
facilitator of spiritual, cultural and social activities
within Coleg Elidyr, helping staff understand and get to
know the values and ideals of Camphill.
*Margarete van den Brink lives and works in Holland as an
independent consultant. She works out of anthroposophy
and has had a connection to Camphill out of her work,
whereby she gives advice to people in organisations. She
offers biography workshops for individuals, and she also
works in Holland with many other organisations as an
adviser. We have worked with Margarete for many years.
She gives workshops on personal leadership, transforming organisations, conflict handling, communication, the
counter forces, decision making, how to change, how to
prepare a meeting, how to chair a meeting, management
issues etc.
She has written quite a few books. The book Transforming
People and Organisations is highly recommended.

Questions that stay
The 3rd Biennial Conference on Community Building and Social Renewal
New Lanark, May 2007
Camilo Cavalcanti, Sheiling Schools Ringwood, England

O

rocks there will be change (even if men try to stop it).
ver 200 years ago the impressive sandstone cotton
Some metamorphoses with this relationship are very
mills of New Lanark were built by an enterprising
interesting and are also a metaphor for our relationships
Scot, David Dale, in a dramatic gorge in Southern Scotand attitudes to the world and to other beings. They were
land, close to the famous and beautiful Falls of Clyde.
discussed and remain a good subject for philosophical
Soon the village became known all over the world under
and practical thinking such as: water becoming ice,
the enlightened management of Dale’s son-in-law, the
lava—this powerful energy—becoming a hard and cold
social pioneer, Robert Owen.
rock, blood coming out of stones and so on.
In an age of cruel mill
Change
The importance of spirituality in communities was the
managers and ‘dark,
theme
of an interesting talk by Dr. Aileen Falconer from
satanic
mills’
he
This is a poem about change
Aberdeen
University. She showed us the results of studies
didn’t
accept
that
Inspired by the landscape
indicating how important spiritual presence/expression is
things couldn’t
Of New Lanark
in a community as a whole and also individually. People
be different and
Flowing forms—water
who believe in a special connection to the higher world,
provided
decent
Forming the flow—rocks
regardless in which way—one of them could be religioshomes,
fair
wages,
Rock and water
ity—demonstrated greater health benefits compared to
free health care and a
people who don’t. These included extended life expectnew educational system
ancy, lower blood pressure, increased success in heart
for villagers, which included the first nursery school
transplants, reduced levels of pain in cancer patients, and
in the world. It was in this inspiring UNESCO World
decrease in depression and anxiety, among others. She
Heritage Site that the 3rd Biennial Conference on Commaintained that spirituality is within everyone. However
munity Building and Social Renewal took place from
the way people express it varies considerably. One thing
May 1–4, 2007.
that was clear is that people need freedom to choose their
People came from all over Britain, Ireland, USA and
own path and they require enough time to get in touch
Eastern Europe, from Camphill or other places; therawith their spirituality and to practice it as
pists, managers, co-workers and companions. Discuswell. For one, this expression could
sions were rich and guided us all towards the main
be going to chapel every Sunday;
theme which was Building Inclusive Communities.
Change
for another, listening to music in
It was such a great week, full of ideas, answers
a quiet place or going for a walk
Crash against rock
and questions. I will try to highlight and share
Destruction—erosion
through the woods. Respect and
with you some of those important moments.
The roar of a waterfall
empathy are essential to accept
However I apologize in advance as there will
Flood and dam
and understand each others’
always be a gap, for that experience was more
How to get blood
spiritual way.
than I can put in words.
from a stone
When one looks at the older
From the start I must extol the opening talk by
By endless patience
person in community, one also
David Newbatt: ‘Do we meet and understand
has to look how our society changes.
each other enough to bring about change in
This was for me the essence of Jeannie
community?’. Actually already in the beginning he
Carlson’s talk. She showed us how the life
decided to change the title of his talk and proposed:
expectancy average increases nowadays and what
‘Do we bring enough change within us so that we can
it brings to our communities as well. She brought up a
better meet and understand each
picture where in a very near future one person out of five
other?’ This is probably the bigwill die while in care. These numbers are growing and
gest
question
at
the
moment
Change
communities are struggling with their pensioners. As Jeanin those communities that
Rolling stones
nie said old people do not want to be and do not have to
really want to grow (and
Moving the rocks
be a burden. They are the link between the old and the
survive!) as an inclusive
Rock ’n’ roll—music
new. They are a resource of knowledge and experience
and healthy community.
Rock into rolling
and as such must be respected
Nowadays, many are
The water will polish
and given the value they
struggling, falling apart
Change
Will smooth the rock
really have.
because of ‘stuckness’ and
Aonghus Gordon
insecurity. To broach this
Sometimes I wish
gave a talk in 1½
subject and inspired by the
It
all
could
be washed away
hour (unfortuFalls of Clyde, David made use of
And
we
could start again
nately!—it could
a very simple but also powerful image: the dimensions
Walk
over the rocks
easily have taken
and relations between rock and water. How does this
The
river rocks
the whole day).
interaction happen and what can we learn from it? One
Over the bridge of rocks
thing is obvious at first glance: the constant change and
He brought so
Over the troubled
adaptation! While there may be water running over the
many things, mawater



Change

terials about
where we
When are we able to become
c o m e
the water
from, and
That can change into rock
what we
And back into water
do with
Or the fish that can struggle
what we
Against a downflow
are. He
To the rock pool,
showed
peace and stillness
us how the
Christmas Foundation came together
from different directions but with a space in the middle;
a space to create, free to flourish, free for different people
with different points of view to express themselves, to
hear and be heard. That is the essence of healthy communities. A place where people look each other in the
eye, a Golden Ring where relationships, proposals and
decisions in a community are considered as a whole,
an issue that involves everyone. Aonghus’ talk could be
considered as advice for how we are seeing and building
communities nowadays. He used the image of the Roman Judiciary to show us how old fashioned this idea of
a group of a few people managing a bigger group (that
do not have a voice) is. How long can a community
survive as a community being directed/managed from
above? It is a question that stays…
The discussion and artistic groups were also a source of
inspiration. Conversations in Colours with David Newbatt
brought up different aspects of themes like Spirituality &
Earth or Changeability in Community. Through exercises
with watercolors we could discuss and better understand
subjects that are in front of us all the time, but for lots of
reasons such as lack of time, we do not go deeper into
them. The contrast between the spiritual and the material

aspects of developing and changing a community was
highlighted. Community Building, guided by Andy Plant
(Milltown Community, Aberdeenshire) and Anne Byrne
(Garvald Centre, Edinburgh) was challenging and constructive. Questions such as ‘are the communities that we
are building nowadays working communities or living
communities?’ and ‘how does hierarchy, management
and institutional positions affect the communities and
their possibilities of change and renewal in our time?’
or still ‘how to respect, understand and make possible
a fair and up to date free time for oneself in community
life?’ were shared and gave us all the hope and strength
to continue to build a better environment for our pupils
and for ourselves each day.
Camilo is a physical education teacher from Brazil.
He had his first experience in the Camphill movement
in Perceval, Switzerland. He’s been living in Ringwood
for a year as a co-worker and seminarist. Camilo
believes in community life but as all young people
carries still lots of questions and desire for changes;
anthroposophy for him is a challenge and a source of
inspiration at the same time.

Poems for the
New Lanark Conference 2007:
Building Inclusive Communities
Creatively compiled by David Newbatt from spontaneous lines and phrases, written down by conference guests
during the opening talk at New Lanark and read aloud
during the closing plenum as an after image.

Contemplation on some star events between Michaelmas and December 2007
Hazel Straker, Coleg Elidyr, Wales
Hazel continues her observation of the movement
of the stars and planets as they relate to humanity
through the course of the year.

S

hortly before Michaelmas on September 23, the Sun
passes through one of the two equinox points on his
yearly path before the twelve constellations of the Zodiac.
For dwellers in the northern hemisphere this calls out
autumn time (the opposite applies to southern regions)
when the nights begin to get longer than the daylight
hours, leading up to the shortest day on December 22,
one of the two solstice points in the yearly cycle. This year
the September full Moon falls on the 26th, between the
equinox and Michaelmas Day. She shines down from the
constellation of the Fishes irradiated by the Sun moving
before the Virgin. This calls up the Michaelmas thought
described in the 12th chapter of the Apocalypse.
The planet Jupiter has been brilliantly visible for many
months during most of the night, moving before the constellation of the Scorpion. As the Sun gradually nears him
he becomes visible only in the evening hours and Mars



takes his place of dominance in the night sky, increasing
in red brilliance and arching high in the Twins, the Sun’s
summer position.
The Mars Beings have been regarded as encouraging us
to aggressive behavior. In earlier stages of evolution this
was necessary for the forward movement in evolution.
Changing conditions can bring about the need for new
tasks for certain Spiritual Beings; and Rudolf Steiner tells
us that during the 16th century the culture of Mars was in
decline and in need of a new impulse. He then makes
the overwhelming statement that the Mars Beings were
not in a position to know what would bring about their
salvation for the only place where this could be known
was on the Earth.
We can be grateful that Christian Rosenkreutz was
aware of this great need and at the end of the 16th century
he called a conference of Rosicrucians, some incarnated
and others who did not need to incarnate again, like the
Gautama Buddha. Christian Rosenkreutz then sent ‘his
great friend’ the Gautama Buddha to help the Mars Beings, and thus in 1604 Gautama Buddha accomplished

for Mars what the Mystery of Golgotha did for the Earth.
Since that time human souls passing through the sphere
of Mars between their death and a new life meet the
Gautama Buddha.
Is this new impulse of the Mars Beings not becoming
evident in the increasing number of people who realise
that war can no longer be a solution to so many problems
but they can only be resolved by the peaceful interaction
between human beings?
Mars moves slower than the Sun, taking about two
years to pass before the twelve constellations of the
Zodiac which the Sun does each year. Thus one year
the Sun will overtake Mars in a so-called conjunction
and the next year they will greet each other across the
Zodiac as in this year—known by the misleading name
of an opposition. Most of the time Mars is further away
from the Earth than the Sun and his path but when the
opposition approaches Mars comes in towards the Earth
nearer than the Sun’s path, and makes a looping movement which takes it for a time from east to west against
the background of the Zodiac. This year it will start to

move retrograde mid-November and on Christmas Eve
will come opposite the Sun and nearest to the Earth, rising at sunset and setting at sunrise, and shining brightly
red. The Moon will be full on December 24 at 1h 16,
clearly visible in the Twins. About 2½ hours later the
Moon passes Mars, so close as to be seen as an occultation from some parts of the British Isles.
Starry events can be seen as challenges which are
asking for some response from us. The planets are just
marking out the spheres, within which work the starry
Spiritual Beings. Can we perhaps join in their conversation with some thoughts from our earthly realm?
At the Mystery of Golgotha Mars was moving through
the region of the Twins which gives us an added contemplation of how the Twins became threefold by Christ
stepping between Lucifer and Ahriman as is depicted in
the statue of the Representative of Man. May we carry all
this into an enrichment of the Twelve Holy Nights.
Hazel has lived in Camphill
in Coleg Elidyr, Wales, for many years
and has made the study of the stars her life’s work.

Who helps us?
Irmgard Roehling, Camphill Farm Community Hermanus, South Africa

D

uring a long talk with my friend Margaret (who is
now 99 years old) we wondered, ‘are there guardian
angels, and how do we know of their existence?’ We
cannot see or hear them. Our eyes are blind and our ears
are deaf. What can give us certainty? There are moments
in life when one is helped, when we achieve something
which seems impossible, when one is guided to do the
right thing when one feels helpless. Following are two
stories from my own life experience which reminds me
of these beings.

The train from Dresden
In 1940, children were sent from West to East Germany
to escape the bombing of the big cities like Düsseldorf
and others. So it was that we found ourselves together:
myself and the children and teachers from a high school
in Düsseldorf. I collected them from the small station
called Oybin in Saxony. Oybin was a lovely place surrounded by mountains and forests. Up the hill was the
Czech border which at that time was open and we could
cross over anytime. Here was peace and beauty as well
as tranquillity. In our camp we soon grew together. Children and teachers had an ordered, full school life. I was
responsible for the free time of the children—cultural
activities and sport, swimming and hiking. We all worked
together in harmony.
The war seemed so far away, until the news came that
the Russians had moved into the Czech Republic. Two
years we had lived in so much peace. The girls were
now 12 to16 years old when we were warned that soon
we would have to leave. We began to pack. Christmas
was our last festival with a real Christmas Play behind
locked doors and windows because, at that time, one
did not celebrate Christmas in such a way in Germany.
But we wanted to!
Then came D Day! We were prepared. Each one of
us had a rucksack. All other belongings were packed

into a cattle truck. Sadly the time had come but we had
to go back to the west. It was the beginning of the year
1945 when we boarded the train from Zitau to Dresden.
It was a cold, dark night and we sat close together as the
train was not heated. The whole night we travelled and,
arriving at the huge station in Dresden, we could hardly
walk. There were refugees from the east sitting on their last
possessions: parcels, suitcases, baskets, and prams; and
children big and small usually with women. They were
waiting for the next train going west in search of a new
home. They looked tired and hopeless, bound together by
their need to go on. Many must have come a long way and
now they were waiting—the Russians were coming!
Looking at the timetable, I discovered that the next train
to Plauen would leave in half an hour. I ran to the other
platform. Suddenly I was driven—we were expected in
Plauen and the next train would be too late. I looked for
help. The train was full! I found the Station Master and
spoke to him to find places for 48 children and 9 adults.
‘Look at the train’, he said in despair. People were sitting
on the roof and the doors did not shut properly from
the press of people inside. The windows were half open
with people trying to climb in. But I knew we must go
with this train and my plea became more urgent. Suddenly he said, ‘Fetch the children at once, I will open
the doors of the postal carriage’. I ran and returned with
them all, young and old, nobody was missing. The door
of the postal carriage was opened and we climbed in.
The Station Master was engaged in a heated argument,
almost a fight. Another official had come to tell him that
it was not allowed for strangers to be with the post. His
answer was, ‘This time I do not go along with the law,
I’d rather save lives!’ What did he know? In Dresden
and the whole of Saxony, never before had there been
an air raid. We were in the dark of the postal carriage
when we heard the whistle and the train pulled out of
Dresden Station.



We were on our way!
It was shortly after
that when the train
stopped and we had
to leave the train for
an air raid shelter and
wait until the alarm
was over to go on to
Plauen, not knowing
that Dresden station
had been completely destroyed by fire
bombs.
Who was this man
who saved us? He had
listened to our plea.
Had he survived?
What made my plea
so urgent at a time
when hundreds, or
even thousands of
people were waiting
to go on their way?
We even did not
know what had happened when we arrived at Plauen but in
Zitau our friends were
convinced we could
not have left Dresden
in time and thought
that we had all perished in the flames of
the fire bombs.
Who helped us to
escape?

Walking in the dark
The second story I
told Margaret on that
day happened many
years later. In the meantime I had found Camphill and
worked in Thornbury Park near Bristol in England. It
was in the year 1957 when Platon, a beautiful little boy,
came to us from Greece. He was severely autistic and
extremely restless, and only for fleeting moments was
he willing to make contact. Now he was far away from
home and his family. Therefore the next long holiday,
Platon and I travelled to Athens and from there to a
summer cottage in Thesalonika which is a mountainous
region and consequently cooler. The mountain range
was not far away and Platon and I often went for walks.
The air was rich with the aroma of all the wild herbs but
the undergrowth was wild and rough. The mountains
looked beautiful and I longed to climb one of them. It
was the biggest mountain with a round top on which
the morning sun glowed with many colours.
Then one day the family gave me a surprise. We all
drove up by car on a winding tar road right to the top
of my mountain. The view was breathtaking but still I
felt disappointed, I had hoped to walk! So, after some
discussion, we decided that I would walk down. I started
at once but I soon realised that I would not manage to
get home before dark. Then I saw the first bend of the
main road and hurried towards it as I saw a car apMan in the Dark,
Max Beckmann, 1934



proaching. I wanted to stop them but I stood above the
road on a mountain ledge. They saw me and waved. I
shouted to stop but we did not understand each other
and they drove on.
I had to decide which way to go. The main road, I
knew, was very long and uneventful. In front I saw
a sandy path which seemed to head right to our little village, so my decision to go that way was made.
Even though the path looked smooth and straight there
were enough obstacles to make it difficult to proceed
quickly.
When the sun set and it became dark I was still in the
middle of the wilderness. It was a moonless night but
the sky was lit up by many countless stars. One star
right in front of me pointed in the direction of my village, this star was bright and clear like no other. I went
in this direction going slowly up and down, over rocks,
through the undergrowth and around bushes. The most
incredible thing is that I never felt truly lost. Sometimes
I went up the hill until a strong force told me that I had
to change direction and then I did, groping about in the
dark, finding my way again and again. I went along until
I became so tired I had to sit down.
The air was warm and gentle. The wish to stay there
until the morning was strong but when I thought of the
people whom I left behind, I knew I had to go on. I felt
their worry that I had not yet returned. I got up again
and struggled on. One thing I was convinced of was
that I would return. My life had not yet come to its end.
There was so much to be done and I saw in my mind’s
eye the children at Thornbury Park. I knew I had to and
would get back! It was still a long and slow process but
my strength and determination as well as my trust to
be guided had returned. It was almost midnight when
I sat at the other side of the main road. This time, not
far away, I could see the lights from the houses of my
village. These lights shone and filled my heart with joy
and gratitude but the brightest light was still above me
in the sky. It was the star which had shown me the way,
the light I had followed.
The joy was great when I entered the house. People
had searched for me along the main road. Platon’s
father asked me, ‘What would you have done if you
had not found your way?’ Then I told him how I had
thought about sitting down and sleeping outside, waiting for the sunrise. Only then I heard from him how a
shepherd had seen, not long ago, a family of wolves in
the mountains.
The next day I went with Platon to the path which
I had taken, and we found the path leaving the main
road. Entering not far off we saw a dried river bed, rocky
and steep and nothing but stones. A natural bridge of
rocks led from one side to the other. There was no other
way, but how had I crossed over? We stood there quite
some time. Seeing the bridge in daylight I knew I would
never have found the courage to go over to the other
side. We turned round and went back to the main road,
I had seen enough. With wonder and gratitude I took
Platon home.
Irmgard was part
of the Second Seminar Group of Camphill which
finished in 1951. She has been a teacher and has lived
for many years in Camphill in South Africa.

Curative or holistic education—what’s in a name?
Robin Jackson, Aberdeen, Scotland

A

ngelika Monteux in her article in the March/April
2007 issue of Camphill Correspondence invited
contributions to the debate on the continuing usefulness
of the concept of ‘curative education’. In Hans MüllerWiedemann’s biography of Karl König, it is noted that
the concept of curative education was probably first formulated to describe the education offered to normal and
handicapped children in a school situated on the outskirts of Vienna in the 19th century (Müller-Wiedemann,
1996). In his book Heilpädagogik published in 1956,
Hans Asperger stated that there were five sciences which
formed the theoretical background to curative education:
psychiatry, paediatrics, psychology, social science and
educational theory. Asperger indicates that none of these
constituent elements contains the essential nature of
curative education, for curative education is something
more than the totality of these five disciplines.
At that time curative education had a very strong medical
orientation. But that medical connotation continues to the
present day. The Oxford Dictionary of English (2003) defines ‘curative’ as ‘an ability to cure disease’. My objection
to the use of the adjective ‘curative’ is that in its current
usage, it is both inaccurate and misleading. The theoretical
background to curative education that was described by
Asperger 50 years ago bears little relation to the content
of the present day BA in Curative Education programme
or what happens in Camphill schools. There may be some
who will argue that because curative education was the
term recognized and promoted by Rudolf Steiner and Karl
König, it possesses some kind of unchallengeable historical legitimacy and therefore should be retained. Such an
argument is neither sensible nor defensible.
On the Camphill Rudolf Steiner School website Nick
Blitz concedes that: ‘the term curative education probably sounds strange to most ears, suggesting perhaps that
one hopes to cure learning disability through educational
means.’ Nick indicates that the treatments and therapies
provided at the school have been developed out ‘of the
holistic view of the child’ and concludes by observing
that the term curative education is ‘a holistic response
to the needs of special children’.
In her article Angelika makes the point that if we stick
to using the term curative education, the potential contribution of Camphill to professional thinking and practice
in the UK may well be destined to remain relatively unknown. I would strongly endorse that view. However, I am
tempted to take a different path to that taken by Angelika.
Angelika makes a persuasive case for the adoption of the
term ‘social pedagogy’. But the critical weakness with this
term, in my opinion, is that ‘pedagogy’ does not have, in
the UK, the broad and positive meaning current in many
European states. The problem with the use of the term
‘pedagogy’ in the UK is distancing it from the negative
image of the pedagogue—the strict and pedantic teacher! I
wish to make the case for the adoption of the term holistic
special education in preference to curative education.

Growing appeal of holistic approach
The roots of holistic education can be traced back to a
number of major contributors to educational philosophy
including Jean Rousseau, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry

Thoreau, Johann Pestalozzi, Friedrich Froebel, Rudolf
Steiner and Maria Montessori. What is significant here is
the growing evidence of an awakening to the relevance
of the kind of holistic philosophies espoused by these
writers to the contemporary British educational scene.
For example, the Department of Education and Skills in
England has indicated that Steiner schools have much
to offer to mainstream schools: in particular, the holistic
approach to child development, the importance attached
to spiritual values and the collegial style of management
(Wood, Ashley and Woods, 2005). The first state-funded
academy to follow the educational principles of Rudolf
Steiner is to be set up in Herefordshire, while approval
has been given for the establishment of a Montessori
school in Liverpool (Reynolds, 2005). At the same time
that state support is being extended to schools offering
holistic educational philosophies, increasing interest
is being shown by the Department of Education and
Skills in the kind of holistic model adopted by Northern
European countries in the provision of child care where
the focus is on the whole child within a family and community context (Petrie et al., 2006).

The meaning of holistic education
Holistic education has been defined as a philosophy of
education based on the premise that each person finds
identity, meaning and purpose in life through connections to the community, to the natural world and to spiritual values such as compassion and peace. The concept
of holism refers to the idea that all the properties of a
given system in any field of study cannot be determined
or explained by the sum of its component parts. Instead,
the system as a whole determines how the parts behave.
In holistic education, the teacher is seen less as person of
authority who leads and controls but rather as a friend,
a mentor, a facilitator, or an experienced travelling companion (Forbes, 1996).
John Miller (2005) has described three basic principles
of holistic education: connectedness, inclusion and
balance. Connectedness refers to moving away from
a fragmented approach to curriculum toward an approach that attempts to facilitate connections at every
level of learning. Some of these connections include
integrating analytic and intuitive thinking, linking body
and mind, integrating subjects, connecting to the community, providing links to the earth, and connecting to
soul and spirit. Inclusion refers to including all types
of students and providing a broad range of learning
approaches to reach these students. Finally, balance is
based on the notion that at every level of the universe
there are complementary forces and energies (e.g., the
rational and the intuitive) that need to be recognized
and nurtured.
Ramon Gallegos Nava (2001) has identified in his
book Holistic Education: Pedagogy of Universal Love
six dimensions of thinking and expression that should
be taken into account in teaching and learning. First,
the idea of holism advocates a transformative approach
to learning. Rather than seeing education as a process
of transmission and transaction, transformative learning
involves a change in the frames of reference that a per-



son may have. This change may include points of view,
habits of mind and worldviews.
Second, the idea of connections is emphasized as
opposed to the fragmentation that is often seen in mainstream education. Holism sees the various aspects of life
and living as integrated and connected; therefore, education should not isolate learning into several different
components. Third, there is the concept of transdisciplinarity. One needs to understand the worlds in wholes as
much as possible and not in fragmented parts. Transdisciplinary approaches involve multiple disciplines and
the space between the disciplines with the possibility of
new perspectives beyond those perspectives.
Fourth, holistic education holds that meaningfulness
is an important factor in the learning process. People
learn better when what is being learned is important
to them.
Fifth, in finding inherent meaning in the process of
learning and coming to understand how they learn,
students are expected to self-regulate their own learning.
Nava describes this as meta-learning. Because of the
nature of community in holistic education, students learn
to monitor their own learning through interdependence
on others inside and outside of the classroom. Sixth,
community is an integral aspect of holistic education. As
relationships and learning about relationships are keys
to understanding ourselves, so the aspect of community
is vital in this learning process.
I believe that anyone who reads Nava’s book will be
bound to conclude that what is offered to children and
young people in Camphill schools is holistic education—or rather holistic special education. And that is
one reason why the recently published book describing
the life and work of Camphill Rudolf Steiner School in
Aberdeen and published by Floris Books in 2006 was
entitled Holistic Special Education: Camphill Principles
and Practice (Jackson, 2006). The publishers judged,
rightly in my opinion, that including ‘curative education’ in the title would not make good marketing sense
given the continuing confusion surrounding that term
in the UK.
There may be those who believe that discussing alternatives to ‘curative education’ is a barren and pointless

semantic exercise and that dispensing with it would
mean abandoning an important part of a cherished
legacy. Others may feel that ‘curative education’ is so
much part of Camphill’s ‘corporate image’ that its removal would damage its identity. But the fact remains
that in the English-speaking world, ‘curative education’
is, and will remain, a confusing term.
Robin Jackson is a consultant to Camphill Rudolf
Steiner Schools, Aberdeen; and was for three years
Development and Training Co-ordinator for Camphill.
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In hoc signo (In this sign)
Friedwart Bock, Camphill Aberdeen, Scotland
More than ever before the Camphill sign should
be contemplated. It has the gesture of the
descending Spirit Germ, man’s higher being on
its way to incarnation. The sign has also a gesture
of rising upwards and of sheltering. This sign is
a symbol that stands above all our work and striving.
It is important that the central form is not filled by
solid colours as this negates the spirit germ’s descent.
It is truly a sign and by calling it ‘our logo’ we do
injustice to its meaning.
This article is reprinted from September 1986 in
Camphill Correspondence which may be read
together with the Whitsun lecture by Thomas Weihs
‘The spirit, like a dove’ given 14 May 1967
in Camphill Hall. — Friedwart 2007
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T

he foundation stone of the Camphill Hall was laid
on 2nd July 1961 in Murtle. Gabor Tallo had prepared
the plans for this unique building from the sketches
made by Dr. König in January of that year. The building
could come about because of the ready help of all the
Camphill centres, and it was destined to become a hall
for the Camphill movement, housing conferences, lectures, meetings, services and cultural-artistic events.
As the building rose, Gabor followed every large and
small step, every feature and form, with much love and
care. During the building period he had many visitors,
either in his office or on site. The most regular visitor
was Thomas Weihs, who came almost every day to
watch progress. One day Gabor had drawn a form that
might finish the balustrade of the gallery in the chapel

in the western half of the Hall. Gabor was looking at
his sketch and at the gallery when Thomas and Anke
came in. Thomas saw the sketch and exclaimed, ‘This
is the right form, it is the sign of the “Spirit Germ”!’
Thomas referred to this conversation in a lecture, ‘The
Spirit, like a dove’, held at Whitsun 1967: ‘Gabor had
no idea of the imagination of the spirit germ when he
conceived the design for our Hall balcony. But as he was
drawing it this shape arose, and I just caught him and said,
‘So you must now leave it.’ And it is this attempt to depict
the imagination of the spirit germ, the imagination of the
dove, that has now become the emblem of Camphill.’
Both men had worked on the same form and taken
their approach from very different sides. Thomas, the
physician, had already been occupied with the spirit
germ—as the descending dove in connection with
embryonic development—while interned on the Isle
of Man during the war. Gabor, the architect, found the
same form through his artistic, formative work. Thus,
the form of the descending dove came to be in the Hall.
It is characteristic of Gabor’s modesty that he told his
architectural partner and successor some years later that
it was Thomas who had given him this form.
In the time when the Hall was being built, Dr. König
spoke often of the nature and identity of the Camphill
movement, and when the Hall was opened on 20th September 1962 he pronounced its first name, the Camphill
Hall. A few months later the Movement Council met in
the Hall for the first time.
Dr. König spoke to the Movement Council of the need to
have a sign that could be shared by the whole movement.
He pointed to his own new letter paper which showed a
drawing of the form on the balustrade in the Hall.
The minutes of the meeting, taken by Carl Alexander
Mier, contain the following paragraph.
Letter Heading: The outcome of a lengthy discussion
on a letter heading for the movement was that Hans
Christoph Valentin was asked to send a photograph
of the central part of the gallery above the altar in
the new chapel to all centres, and that the emblem
of the Camphill movement should be based on the

The Camphill sign above the chapel in the Camphill Hall

motif of this design, although the individual centre
should be allowed to exercise far-reaching freedom.
Dr. König declared himself willing to look through all
the designs submitted and, in addition, specifically
asked the Council for permission (which he received)
to use this emblem, along with the words ‘Camphill
Movement’, on his own note-paper, insofar as his correspondence be concerned with affairs of the Camphill movement. But the use of the words ‘Camphill
Movement’, along with the emblem, would have to
be restricted to members of the Camphill Movement
Council and also for use only in the quite special
service of the movement.
Several designs were developed from the Hall motif to
identify the centres belonging to the Camphill movement.
Stationery, reports, conference and course programmes
show this sign. Variations in colouring, design and usage
can be seen and creative attempts still continue now to
make their appearance.
The continuing search for a ‘logo’ was the subject of
the last meeting of the Committee of the Association of
Camphill Communities (British Isles) and the wish was
expressed to recall Dr. König’s thoughts on this question.
As shown above, the motif originates from Gabor Tallo
and Thomas Weihs and was promoted by Dr. König.

Where does Camphill’s future lie?
Margit Engel, Jøssåsen, Norway

I

n a most telling way Bruno Bettelheim tried to describe
the secret of Jawlensky, the Russian painter whose
painting is on the cover of the May/June edition of the
Camphill Correspondence. ‘Heart and reason can no
longer be kept in their separate places...The daring heart
must invade reason even as the symmetry of reason must
give way to admit love.’
The fact that heart today should invade reason is written
in big letters on the etheric sky; there is no escape. He
who thinks back and searches for his safe retreat in the
mosaic language of the 19th century’s causal thinking is
lost if he tries to solve the riddle of our 21st century. The
Philosophy of Freedom was the last entry into causal
thinking and was at the same time the door opening up
the access to living thought life. Why do we hesitate?
The Russian proverb ‘what you give you keep, what
you keep you will lose’ tells of this premonition already
centuries ago.

But how can we realise this in our world of today where
an unending craving prevails? Could the small Camphill
communities make the effort to enter the gate into this
difficult but future etheric landscape? More and more
the centre of our own ‘I am’ starts to appear, the largest word of Christianity: ‘Not I but Christ in me’, the
Paulinic experience in the ether world, visible to him
in Damascus. No doubt, a tremendous awakening is
needed—into a rarely church-bound Christianity, today
a Christianity awakening in the soul landscape of you
and me: in our ‘I am’.
We notice that the boundaries of causal and spiritual
worlds are receding, how youth jumps the gates with
illegal methods—but we can also notice in our own lives
that we receive small messages in waking up when we
remember. Let us confess: we are still ruled by reason,
by causal thinking and reactions, but somehow we know
it belongs to the past.
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Look at Rembrandt’s beautiful picture in St. Petersburg, in
The State Hermitage Museum, the repenting son returning to his father and his sinless brother—what does it tell
us? Is it not just this new truth that the repenting sinner
is much greater than the spotless brother who haughtily
might judge his ragged and barefoot brother?
We may of course say: the daily papers show us the
frightful numbers of criminality, and we can step back
horrified. But we could also thank the criminals of
today; they are awakening us to new laws, even Christian laws. Christ was judged and crucified for living
those very new laws of ours and future centuries, the
law of compassion and love. Let us ask ourselves: is
he maybe a pioneer of the future? Not that we should
become criminals ourselves, but our qualities of forgiving should grow, our compassion and love should be
exercised in our encounter with the criminals of today
in a revolutionary step of a new thinking.
I believe the present day’s criminals are symptoms
for the changes our time has to undergo in every hu-

man heart. We realise for instance that our richness
is provocative; it is not a blessing but a symptom of
our sickness. Why did Saint Francis escape this richness? He reacted in a similar way as our criminals,
not stealing or murdering of course, but stepping
consciously away.
In the western world the gap between poor and rich is
still growing. We could become aware that it is our ‘I am’
that now is called up to introduce a new kind of poverty,
a poverty of thought life, feeling and willing in the way
that Steiner’s exercises tells us. All phenomena have to
be seen as inner phenomena and need to be healed
inside us. Jawlensky’s painting and Bruno Bettelheim’s
words could become a new directive for Camphill in
a future where the etheric world and the new laws are
more and more recognised.
Margit was one of the early Camphill pioneers
and is living in Norway; she has been very active in
helping the Camphill impulse in Eastern Europe.

From a sermon given by the Rev John Smith in Shirehampton
Broadcast on BBC Radio 4, Sunday 25 July 1971
The Rev. John Smith was the parent of one of
Camphill’s youngsters; his son, Simon, was at the
Camphill Schools in Aberdeen. Recently Friedwart
exchanged correspondence with Simon’s key worker
who is helping him to put together his life story, and
this sermon re-surfaced.

T

he right use of power is the greatest of all character
tests in the lives of men. I would like you to think
briefly of two such lives this morning. Seven hundred
years ago, a young man prayed, ‘Lord, make me an
instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me
sow love, where there is injury, pardon; where there is
doubt, faith; where there is sadness, joy...for it is in giving that we receive; and it is in dying that we are born
to eternal life.’ This man lived as he prayed. The result
of his life was the conversion of a third of Europe to the

vision of God in Christ. He was Francis of Assisi, and
his spiritual children are still one of the most reassuring
sights of our age.
And then there is Karl König. Dr. Karl König. He knew
all about the abuse of power. He was a Jew in Hitler’s
Austria. But he escaped and settled in England. Being a Jew had been a handicap, so he rounded on the
Devil and gave his life to working with the mentally
handicapped. With a few others, he created communities called Camphill Villages, in which there are no
second-class citizens, and disabled young people were
made to know that the community needed them. When
today’s government White Papers talk about pulling
down prison-like hospitals and providing small community units to bring out the surprising potential which
the mentally handicapped so often have, they are only
following in the steps of Karl König.
Submitted by Friedwart Bock

Reviews
“Joy” — a Christmas CD
by John Billing,
£10 each incl p&p (advert page 21)
Reviewed by Edeline LeFevre, Glencraig,
Northern Ireland

T

he title of this Christmas CD by John Billing is very
appropriate. I have it sitting in my kitchen, and it was
the most frequently used CD of my Christmas collection,
which I usually play while cooking dinner (I do not live in
a house-community and would not like to advertise doing
this in a children’s house or a large adult house!) Of course
it could be used in any other room of the house and for
any occasion during that festive time of the year.
The CD features 19 Christmas favourites, most of them
well known like ‘Away in the manger’ , and ‘O little town
of Bethlehem’, as well as a number of other famous
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English carols, and some less known Wassail songs and
continental songs like ‘Es ist ein Ros’ and ‘The Birds’.
All the songs are played as instrumental versions using
the lyre, but if you think that 19 carols played by a lyre
might be a bit boring or soporific, you are mistaken!
John, being the amazing artist he is, does not leave it at
that: he also accompanies himself with various instruments in most of the songs. Many songs feature hand
bells. How he did it I don’t know, but he uses quite a
few different bells in each piece! Apart from the bells, he
sometimes brings in a psaltery and in some songs he uses
‘polychords’. These are kantele-like instruments tuned to
one or two tones or to a chord, and which, incidentally,
are also used in the Celtic Lyre Orchestra, of which John
has been the conductor for the past six or seven years. In
the orchestra people of all abilities play together mostly
on lyres and polychords, and sometimes also including

other instruments, like strings or Uillean pipe. But on this
CD John plays everything himself, having arranged many
of the traditional songs in very lively ways, and if I am
not mistaken he even sometimes brought in a soprano
lyre to accompany his own concert lyre.
Because all the songs will be quite familiar to most
children and adults in Camphill communities worldwide
it would make the perfect present for them, their families
and for their coworkers alike. I would like to recommend
this CD to anyone who likes some peaceful and at the
same time extremely joyful music to cheer up the cold
months of the year!
Edeline has been working with music in Glencraig
for 25 years and is a senior co-worker in the community.

Growing Eco-Communities:
practical ways to create sustainability
Jan Martin Bang
Floris Books (Published March 2007)
ISBN: 978-0863155970, 238pp, paperback,
£20.00/US $40.00
Reviewed by Mark Hobson, Stourbridge, England

I

thoroughly enjoyed reading Jan Bang’s book Growing
Eco-Communities and would recommend it to anyone
interested in the development of the Camphill movement
or any other community endeavour.
The first impact of the book was to make me realise again
that I joined Camphill because I believed its roots were as
an intentional community and not as a service provider.
Jan Bang described how we straddle the two impulses
of creating an alternative society and living and working
with people who have special needs. How can we let
these two impulses fructify one another and thereby let
the unique phenomenon of Camphill shine forth?
The book defines ‘intentional community’ as a community set up to establish an alternative to mainstream
society out of which they spring. They attempt to get
back to a normal, human-sized framework of relation-

ships and at the same
time use technology
that does less harm to
the environment. We
share this important
task and destiny with
many short-lived and
some long-lived community endeavours,
each having developed
their own wealth of
experience of this way
of life.
Although each community has its own
distinct biography the
author has tried to present a certain commonality of
growth through the stages of youth, maturity and old
age. He writes in the introduction, ‘I offer this not as a
scientific analysis of the development of community,
but rather as a starting point for speculation and discovery’. Through greater understanding into the nature of
intentional communities we are better able to personally contribute to our own community’s growth and
development.
The author describes things in a very personal way and
uses many case-studies to describe the phases of community evolution from youth and the pioneering phase,
through maturity and stability to old age. He challenges
us to honestly and dispassionately look at our own community and see where we stand, so we can better help
to reinvigorate new growth within it.
Mark is a gardener and administrator at Ashfield,
Camphill Houses, Stourbridge. He is widely travelled,
and he and his wife Nicola have many years experience
of communities in Germany and USA as well as the UK.

Festival Dances 2007
This year is the 20th anniversary of the death of Anke Weihs.
In her life in Camphill she created several devotional
dances to be performed at the different festivals of the year.
These include Kings and Shepherds Dance for Christmas,
the Sower’s Dance, the Funeral Dance, the Joy Dance, a
Dance for Midsummer and others.
It is planned to celebrate Anke’s folk dance legacy with
workshops on folk dancing and a performance of the
festival dances. This is open to anyone interested in folk
dancing. A contribution for the workshops would be appreciated and this includes a booklet containing music and
instructions and a CD of the festival dances.
Provisional programme of the folk dance day:
• Saturday November 10, 2007 at Murtle Hall, Camphill,
Aberdeen
• Morning and afternoon workshops on dances from
Greece, Romania, Bulgaria, Armenia and some of
Anke’s dances
• 7:00 pm performance of the festival dances.
For further information about the folk dance day or the
performance of Anke’s dances please contact Andrene
Thompson, tel. 01224 781232 or email andrenethompson@yahoo.co.uk.

From left to right: Katya with Anna, Helen, Saji with
Jasmine, Ivan, Meg with Sofia

Birth announcements
Betty Marx tells us there’s been a baby boom in
Camphill Schools Aberdeen. These are the new
arrivals:
Samuel Mendes 21/02/06 (son of Gorette and
Pedro) Lea Jolanta Miereczko 05/10/06 (daughter
of Birte and Marcin) Anna Elena Krapivin
07/11/06 (daughter of Katya and Ivan) Sofia
Anna-Rosa Marx Swerling 17/01/07 (daughter
of Tom and Meg) Jasmine Cecily Pazhookalayil
25/02/07 (daughter of Helen and Saji)
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Obituaries
Pauline Anderson
29th September 1928 – 15th June 2007

P

Pauline and Jimmy had a very creaauline and Jimmy Anderson aptive and productive relationship which
peared on the periphery of my
benefited many people over the years.
consciousness long before I met them.
They created community wherever they
They were near-mythical figures whose
went, produced five gifted children on
names I often heard and who were occathe way (Fiona, Shuna, Kirsty, Corran
sionally sighted at a meeting or lecture
and Fergus) and continued to pioneer
which we might attend in common.
and initiate new ventures well into their
Those first ‘sightings’ were when they
70s. Sometimes the strain and demands
were already in a mature phase of life,
of these different activities took their toll
yet there was always an aura about them
on Jimmy and Pauline and those closest
of beauty, dynamism and dignity—two
to them.
distinguished, silvery haired individuals
The first connections with anthroposofull of charisma and intelligence, who
phy came about while searching for an
seemed to be more than fully engaged in
appropriate education for their chillife at a time when many are beginning
dren. They heard about the Edinburgh
to retire. I did not imagine then that we
Steiner School and through that about
were destined to become closely conbiodynamic farming and Emerson Colnected over the coming years!
lege in Forest Row. Pauline had already
Pauline was born on the 29th of Sepbecome aware of issues surrounding
tember 1928, Michaelmas Day. She died
nutrition and organic farming and had
on the 15th June 2007, ten days before
Pauline Anderson
been introducing health foods to her
St John’s Day, and her funeral ceremony
family’s diet despite occasional objections! Her ever
took place on the day of the summer solstice, June 21st.
active conscience was also constantly struggling with
It was the one bright, sunny day between many days of
the iniquity of famine in many parts of the world and
wild rain, wind and storms. All of these facts reveal somethis awareness influenced her own life choices and her
thing of the essence of Pauline. She had a truly Michaelic
efforts to fundraise for people less fortunate than herself.
consciousness which shone through all she did—a sharp
She was never one to think without acting—she allowed
intelligence which was warmed through by the forces of
her ideals to influence every action in her daily life.
her heart. She was a woman whose conscience guided
In keeping with their tendency to live out their ideals
her actions and her continual search for truth and beauty
Pauline and Jimmy set off for Forest Row with their young
in life. She became deeply connected to anthroposophy
family. They both did the foundation year at Emerson
which inspired her thoughts, feelings and deeds, but she
College while the children went to Michael Hall School.
also connected to something more ancient and pagan
There followed many years at Busses Farm near East
in her soul, especially the old fire festivals.
Grinstead, during which Pauline helped to establish ‘The
Pauline was 78 years old when she passed away
Seasons’ organic café and craft shop in Forest Row. Their
peacefully in the beautiful home that she and Jimmy
ongoing love of folk music continued to flourish in this
created in their last years together. Jimmy, as ever, was
environment, as did Pauline’s passion for celebrating
by her side—it was nine days before their 55th wedding
festivals with plays, songs and dances, many of which
anniversary.
she wrote or adapted herself.
Pauline was born in London, the only child of an illUnfortunately, after about ten years they had to rematched couple who seemed to understand little of the
linquish Busses Farm due to economic pressures and
needs of their sensitive and highly intelligent child. They
they moved back to Scotland. They were both fairly
lived above the jewellery shop which her father ran and
exhausted from their years of pioneering and childrearPauline’s happiest memories of childhood seem to have
ing but they soon threw themselves into new initiatives.
focused on her wartime experience as an evacuee in
They became involved with establishing and running
Cornwall, where she first discovered her deep love of
Helios Fountain in Edinburgh, which at that time was
nature, and her holidays in Scotland with friends of her
a vegetarian restaurant and gift shop. Pauline then did
mother. She developed a lasting connection to Scotland,
the Art Therapy training at Tobias School of Art, folparticularly the west coast and the islands. Her parents’
lowed by a training in Haushka Massage in Germany.
marriage dissolved when she was still at school and
her relationships with both of them remained strained
Jimmy began to work for the Biodynamic Agricultural
throughout their lives.
Association as an inspector and fieldsman and they set
She studied occupational therapy in London and went
up a consultancy called ‘Farm Future’.
to a hospital near Edinburgh for her first job where
In 1998 Pauline and Jimmy finally drew closer to the
she met and fell in love with Jimmy. He was studying
world in which I was living. They bought Netherfield,
medicine at the time but soon changed to agriculture
which lies a mile or so from Loch Arthur, on the road to
(possibly connected with Pauline’s wish to be married
Dumfries. At the time it was a rather run down hometo a farmer!).
stead on 35 acres of land. Pauline and Jimmy (with the
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help of others, particularly Shuna) transformed it into
an island of healing where many have gone to holiday,
relax, collapse, be pampered, cared for, regain energy
and generally appreciate the beautiful environment
which they created over these past years.
For those of us living nearby it has been nothing short of
a miracle to watch these two people in their 70s working
with such energy, devotion, discipline and application
to provide a place where others could be healed and
restored, surrounded by such beauty and the loving care
of two very special people.
Pauline and Jimmy became actively involved in the
life of Loch Arthur as soon as they arrived. They joined
our class lesson and study groups, participated in our
cultural life, took an active interest in the farm and garden and Pauline was soon doing massage with people
and joined our small group of therapists. These years as
neighbours to Pauline and Jimmy have been very fruitful.
Our relationship with them has brought much joy and
many blessings to us all.
Pauline was a woman with a radiant spirit and like
many people who shine out in this life she could also
struggle with herself and those around her. Where others

experienced her achievements she could easily experience her own failures—she was striving for the highest
and I’m sure this often put pressure on her and those
closest to her. It is also possible to feel that you live in
the shadow of a bright and shining star, but it was striking
to me how humble Pauline was despite all that she had
achieved in life. She cared deeply about the world and
about other people and she spent her life in the service
of those concerns.
It was moving to experience Pauline in the last weeks of
her life. This powerful woman who had been so actively
engaged in all aspects of life for seven decades was finally being stilled by her illness. It was a great privilege
to visit her in those last days (which I did often) and to
find her sitting quietly gazing at her beloved garden,
looking more beautiful and radiant and serene with
each passing day. As I sit at my desk and write, the sun
has just appeared over the hill and touched the dewcovered grass with its golden rays. Everything is shining
and bright and I know that Pauline is still with us and
will guide us into the future—the place that was always
drawing her forwards.

Lana Chanarin, Loch Arthur, Scotland

Memories of Gwen Gardner
1 November 1916 – 5 May 2007

M

America as well as Europe. When
emories of my sister Gwen, how
Antioch set up its PhD course, Gwen
they come flooding back! In her
became its first student, choosing to
90 years, which we celebrated only
do research in Peace Studies which
last November, she had lived a life so
as a Quaker was a subject dear to
full and touched the lives of so many
her heart. She was able to work with
others, that it is difficult to choose
Martin Luther King’s widow, and took
but a few.
part in the International Peace Studies
Born in Derbyshire, the second
Academy at Helsinki, where other
of five children, it was fifteen years
delegates included the Indian Ambefore I came along to complete
bassador to the United Nations and
the family. According to our mother,
the commander of the British forces
Gwen was a tomboy, who preferred
‘on the thin blue line’ in Cyprus.
climbing trees to playing with dolls.
Valerie Gardner, Kent, England
She left home to gain a general honours degree in English, French and
History at Nottingham University,
followed by post-graduate studies at
wen first became involved with
Homerton College, Cambridge.
the Sheiling Community RingGwen became a gifted teacher with
wood in the early seventies. Her first
a deep empathy and understanding
contact was with Alex Baum, who
of young people beneath the outward
at that time had the responsibility of
show of firm discipline. Inheriting a
recruiting co-workers. Several coGwen Gardner
love of gardening from our parents,
workers came from the States includshe studied for the RHS Teachers Certificate in School
ing Antioch College through Gwen and she then visited
and Cottage Gardening, winning first place and the
to ensure their welfare and training. Through these visits
Joseph Banks silver medal. She put her knowledge to
there developed a strong connection to the community
good use when given her school’s most unruly class,
and for many years she gave courses for seminarists and
many of whom, living in back to back housing, had
eurythmists which were much appreciated. She was a
never seen a garden. She soon had the girls making a
good friend of Lotte Sahlmann and would often spend
garden in the school grounds and, as she put it, ‘eating
holidays in Ringwood, also becoming acquainted with
out of her hand’.
many of the older generation of Camphill people. She
While on a visit to the United States, she was offered
was a true friend and we appreciated the fact that she
the post of European Director of Overseas Studies at
was able to bring her life experiences to us all. We reAntioch College in Ohio. This involved extensive travel,
member her with affection.
including Kenya, Ethiopia, Israel, Mexico and South
Dorette Schwabe, Ringwood, England

G
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Erika von Arnim
8th July 1918 – 17th July 2007

I

ings, we hardly conversed. However, if we
have known Erika since her arrival in Cammanaged to steal away for a day or even just
phill Scotland when we worked together
a few hours, Erika was immediate, familiar,
for three years in Heathcot House, the place
as fun to be with as she had been when I
where all the cerebral palsied children came
first knew her.
in 1951–1954. I then left for Glencraig in
Rudolf Steiner describes certain charNorthern Ireland, with a year in between in
acteristics concerning spiritual beings.
the Sheiling Ringwood.
Of Michael, the guiding spirit of our age,
Although 9 years older, Erika and I became
he says that this being’s gaze is directed
friends quickly. She had easy access to
toward the deeds which we accomplish.
younger co-workers because of her interest,
Other beings are interested in our impulses
her imaginative way of forming the house
and motivation. In this sense, Erika took a
community and especially because of her
special role, looking ahead, upright and
warm connection to our children.
responsible.
She introduced what we called ‘grown-up’
Christl Bender,
suppers. Several times a week Erika and I
Camphill Soltane, United States
Erika von Arnim
would improvise a meal after the children
were settled and before evening meetings began so that
Funeral address given on 20th July 2007
we, the co-workers, had a chance to meet each other
socially. Because of the children’s often severe conditions,
re we going to get everything right today? After all
not all of us were able to eat in the big dining room but
it was not always easy to get things right to Erika’s
had our meals in the dormitory. We hardly saw each other.
satisfaction. And she had a clear idea of this particular
In summertime and into fall, Erika and I would go out into
moment, she had concerned herself intensively for
the nearby woods to collect a basket of chanterelles or
many years with who should be standing here today,
raid Hubert Zipperlen’s vegetable garden to make a simple
which words should be spoken, which songs should
but interesting menu for the evening meal.
be sung…
Erika always found new creative ways to celebrate the
It was not, however, only for herself that she was conchildren’s birthdays, accompanied by yet another comcerned with the threshold. Standing at the threshold is a
position of Christof Andreas Lindenberg. Walks while
theme that ran like a thread through her life, as did the
pushing wheelchairs became adventures, especially
striving for keeping the connection to those who have
when she chose to pass the meadow where a fierce bull
died. It may have begun with the death of a beloved
was tethered. Sometimes it was a scary situation.
school friend in the rubble of her house in Pforzheim
Soon we became connected in other ways, as members
at the end of the war, the brother who was missed at
of the Camphill Community when we were part of a group
Stalingrad, the early death of one of her sisters. There
connected to the life and work of J.F. Oberlin, minister
were many, many people she accompanied after death;
of the protestant and catholic church in the Alsace, the
especially in the last seven years, with the death of her
Ban de la Rôche, near Strasburg. His ideals concerned
husband, Georg von Arnim. This accompaniment was
the material and spiritual transformation of his congregaintensive work for her: so much so, that she expects the
tion and of the landscape which were
same from us. In a small note, addressed
both in a terrible state of neglect, wich
to ‘all her friends’, she is asking us for inbecame a strong community building
tensive spiritual work, with which she can
focus of our lives. As well as this, the
connect from beyond the threshold!
color light therapy also saw its beginOne could even have the impression that
nings and the Sunday Services were
many of her aims and visions lay beyond
celebrated in the chapel, a corrugated
that threshold, too. She did of course
metal structure, but ever so special
achieve many of them, but she would have
once you came inside.
liked to achieve much more and did not
From 1954 on we only saw each
particularly care about little details along
other at conferences and meetings
the way, such as, perhaps, the opinions of
of the members of Camphill Comother people…
munity. Erika took on more and more
Her life was like a life on the threshold!
responsibilities, also beyond the
On July 8th, 1918, Erika Sautter was born
actual Camphill work. Consequently
in Pforzheim, a small city in the south west
our friendship took on new forms.
of Germany, known particularly for its
Her interest in the work of Camjewellery production. She was the oldest
phill which we developed in North
of four children. Her family were religious
America was a strong bridge which
Protestants and she later said gladly that
we personally maintained by way of
as a child she learned to pray. Her father
letters and occasionally visits. In the
owned a jewellery factory. She loved him
presence of other prominent members
dearly, but he could be hot-tempered and
Erika & Georg
of the anthroposophical movement, at
but the parents had a difficult relationship,
on their wedding day
conventions and other large gatherso that she as the eldest often had to act

A
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as a mediator between them. This led her to a strong
threshold experience, which she remembered telling
her nanny about: What happens in the daytime does not
really count. What really counts happens at night, when
the stars are out and the angels are near us.
Erika would have liked to go on to higher education, but her father was hoping for help from his eldest
daughter, so she chose a commercial school and entered
her father’s company afterwards. With suitcases full of
jewellery she travelled from one end of the German
empire to the other—and this empire, just before and at
the beginning of the war, was in a process of expansion.
She was a successful seller. With the Nazi organizations
she had amazingly little contact, some of them seemed
to just have ‘forgotten’ about her.
Apart from this, according to her own words, she
led a ‘wild life’, taking part in dancing competitions,
winning prizes together with her boyfriend and dance
partner, smoking and drinking, as was the normal way
of enjoying life.
Then after the beginning of the war, she wanted to be
helpful and became a nurse in military hospitals. At the
end of the war she worked at a hospital set up on top of
Feldberg in the Black Forest. It was there also that she
buried a large amount of jewellery, which her father had
handed to her for safe-keeping and which helped after
the war to rebuild the house and factory. And it was also
from there that she saw the flames in the distance when
in February 1945 the entire city of Pforzheim burnt down
in one night in an allied bomb raid.
The factory and her parents’ house were destroyed, but
her parents had survived and they moved to the country.
Erika became a teacher, as in that village there was an
abandoned class of boys to be brought back into shape,
which she managed to do quickly and well. In Pforzheim,
after the family home was rebuilt, she continued teaching.
But she also began an inner search for her future path in
life. She read about yoga and heard about anthroposophy
and curative education, and Dr. Karl König.
Erika applied to Werner Pache in Arlesheim to join
the Sonnenhof Curative Home, but at the age of 33, in
a suburb of Pforzheim—she was to remember the exact
location all her life—she had a sudden experience of being surrounded and filled by light and she heard a voice,
calling ‘Karl König’. Now she knew where she had to go.
She wrote to König in Scotland and was invited there.
Werner Pache was most disappointed and thought she
had made a very big mistake.
Erika, used to holding a central position as a business
woman and taking decisions herself, may have found it
difficult to integrate in her new work with spastic children in Heathcot house near Aberdeen. But she soon
got to know everybody and König found her suitable for
the return of the Camphill impulse to central Europe. So
at the age of forty, together with others, she began the
work at Brachenreuthe in Germany.
Then precisely in the middle of her life came the purchase of Föhrenbühl. Karl König had seen the house and
found it suitable, and in particular he liked the library as
a place for his lectures. But the bank manager thought
that this place would never be a children’s home and
withdrew the loans already agreed. Erika was not deterred for one moment. She purchased the house and
land with money privately organised by parents and
friends of the children due to move into Föhrenbühl.

Karl König moved to Brachenreuthe for the last years of
his life and Erika served as his chauffeur on his lecture
tours. She often told of the special conversations she had
with him in the car on these occasions. Georg von Arnim
came from Scotland to serve as the doctor of Föhrenbühl.
Erika was 50 years old when they married.
And now began a long time of a very special teamwork
between the two: Erika being the ‘motor of will power’
behind Georg, who, on the other hand, had the social
skills and tact to balance her impulsiveness and directness. But quite early on, Georg showed the first signs of
Parkinson’s disease. This was to prove a hard schooling
for Erika, for she was full of cheerfulness and lightness,
but calm and patience were not her strengths.
She did, however, work on this as is shown by a prayer
found amongst her papers, which she copied and used
a lot:
God, who art in Thy own being
Pure calm and peace
Let me find, through my inner Guide
My God, my peace
By moving
Out of my restlessness
Into Thy calm and peace
Truth was most important for Erika—but it was not necessarily expressed with tact and consideration. She was
upright and noble, but could be exhausting for others.
We could continue to speak of such contrasts in her
being—but we would always do so with a loving smile
and full of appreciation for her earnest striving and her
high aims and standards.
Seven years ago, Georg died. She missed him very much
and worked hard to be near him, to maintain the close
connection they had in life. She also worked hard to find
the peace and calmness he had provided for her. She
complained a lot about the things that were done wrong
all around her, but also realised that she should work to
overcome this attitude of lamentation. These seven years
brought her into a close connection to the sacraments of
the Christian Community. She could experience strongly
and full of light the connection to those who had died.
And then at the end, she still had to experience another
form of walking at the threshold. The words ‘confusion’
or ‘dementia’ are unsuitable earthly words for a process
which in reality is just another form of loosening our
ties with earthly matters, which become less and less
important. Then she was allowed to cross the threshold
she had been so close to, peacefully and not alone (as
she had feared), to become a servant of Him whom she
wanted to serve already on this earth, to fight for the
Good in the light of the Archangel as expressed in the
words of Rudolf Steiner which she wished should be
spoken on this occasion:
Be in time and eternity
A disciple in the light of Michael
In the love of the gods
In the heights of the cosmos
Yes, I am in time and eternity
A disciple in the light of Michael
In the love of the gods
In the heights of the cosmos.
Michael Bruhn, Überlingen, Germany
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In 1958 Karl König was made
Erika died early on 17th July in
aware of Brachenreuthe being ofÖschelbronn, Germany. Her autofered for lease. So he asked Erika
biography ends with the words:
to start the work there, together
‘I can look back on a long biogwith others who had been trained
raphy, rich in events; yet learning
in Camphill. He himself moved to
about love for truth, beauty and
Brachenreuthe together with Alix
goodness never comes to an end!’
Roth in 1964.
Erika, in close association with
After some years Föhrenbühl
Karl König, became the pioneer of
came on the market. On a joint
the work of Camphill in Germany
visit it was found suitable and
near the Lake of Constance.
Erika signed the contract in 1963
On arrival in Camphill in 1951 she
and moved in soon after. She
first joined Heathcot House with
was soon joined by capable cospastic children under the care of
workers.
Janet McGavin and Carlo Pietzner.
Georg von Arnim came from
During her seven years in Camphill
Camphill
as a doctor and a fruitin Scotland, which included the
Erika with Karl König and Alix Roth
ful work ensued. This found a
responsibility for Camphill House,
personal expression in their marriage in 1968.
she also met the seminarists who later would build up the
After Georg’s death life was no longer the same.
work with her in Germany. She experienced the new path
Erika and her social setting felt increasing strain and
she was following as a truly Christian one.
her death, after moving to Öschelbronn, came as a
Dr König and Erika had several talks about the future of
release. Now she can look back on a rich and fulfillCamphill. He expressed how important it would be for
ing life in the service of so many human souls out of
Middle Europe if Camphill could be established there.
a Christian spirit.
Several times he addressed her personally: ‘Erika, that
Johannes M Surkamp, Ochil Tower, Scotland
will be a task for you to start our work there!’

A Letter to Werner Groth
Christoph Jensen, Camphill Village West Coast, South Africa

D

ear Werner,
Someone asked me to write an obituary for you. I
have a problem. Do I write now how ‘nice’ you were?
Do I write your life story? I hardly know you on that level.
And I also know that you do not want that from me. If
I could I would write about the struggles you had with
some colleagues, ‘fundamental’ struggles. But then I also
believe we are not yet mature enough to deal with those
in the right spirit. And yet one day I hope that obituaries
will be written that reflect such struggles, because they
are necessary for understanding our own struggles. In the
social sphere we are always in relation to one another.
And nothing new will come about if not in relation to
one another. Some could misinterpret such an undertaking as washing dirty linen, whilst I believe struggles to
be quests for the future. Of course they are often clad
in horrible outfits, not ‘nice’ to be looked at. But when
I look at you: what stands out is your wrestling for and
with the social question.
The struggle continues!! My own struggle...
I remember sitting with you under the African sky, contemplating the future of social life in general and African
conditions in particular. At times we were dreaming
the African Dream. We both were convinced that one
day some sort of socialistic model would prevail. I now
believe that you confirmed the dreamer in me. I am still
waiting for that socialist model.
Remember when we talked about Daniel Goudevert,
that French top-manager of Volkswagen and his book
Reality begins with a Dream? He was talking about the
‘autism’ rampant in top-management, the plight of the
jobless, the illusion of work for all and a ‘responsible
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type of capitalism’, pleading for a culture of spiritual,
social and spatial mobility.
You know as well as I do: we are most social when we
are dreaming, when we are asleep. I will not ask you to
wake up now; but I want to ask you to keep ‘feeding’ me
in my waking life with the wisdom you gathered whilst
walking this earth. I know it could be half-baked. But
how can it be otherwise? We hardly have started on the
social question. You have tried out and practised certain
entrepreneurial concepts that were truly inspiring, with
the furniture factory and its relationship to the school you
started in Botswana. But alas: you also had to contend
with set-backs and sometimes disaster. How did you
cope with that? I know you had a fantastic support in
Roswitha, your wife.
So, direct some of your wisdom born out of struggle
this way. Is that a deal?
But you had another partner in spirit. You went on and
on about Dieter Brüll. You translated some of his writings,
also when hardly anybody wanted it. You were dismayed,
because all of your efforts seemed to fall on deaf ears. It’s
so much easier to be ‘spiritual’. In hindsight I regret that
I was not more attentive. Be that as it may: I am making
myself familiar with him now. Not that I am an expert. I
even managed to enthuse some colleagues to study some
of his writings. Maybe that has to do with the fact that you
are ‘out of body’ now, and it is you who directs certain
messages towards me. Like when Susanne left South Africa and she sorted out her books and then thought that
this big volume of Dieter Brüll’s The Anthroposophical
Social Impulse would be for me. I am quite sure you had
your hand in directing this copy to me. First I thought:

not another fat learned volume on the social question.
But when studying it I realised there are no hard and
fast answers in it, but he confirms me in my struggle to
become a human being. Thanks, Werner.
I also remember the time you became very disillusioned
when you recognised that money had become a commodity, traded like wares: the ultimate sin. No economic
effort at all behind the paper money printed and traded.
Most of us know by now that we live in a giant financial
casino with dire consequences for our social life, particularly here on the African continent with its raw materials
feeding the industrial mills of the northern hemisphere.
How to create conditions where our economic and social
efforts become a true reflection on the balance sheet?
Two pictures stand out in my mind when I think of you.
The one, you working in your beloved citrus-orchard
during your ‘retirement’, the other, more recently: you,
Werner, the old Werner pushing a pram with a baby in it.
I cannot get it out of my mind. Werner, the entrepreneur,
pushing a pram. You have gone back to the root of the
social question.
When you enter the small cupola of the First Goetheanum and you look up to the ceiling, you see a couple of
children. The one flying towards Faust, the other above
the German/Persian initiate. From where you are now
you have of course a much better vantage-point. I only
recently learned about this initiate and what he signifies.
It’s all about dualism and how it might destroy us. We
are not this or that or whatever; we are becoming—and
in that becoming we have to bear each other, suffer
each other, love each other. It’s a difficult one, isn’t it?
Thinking beyond polarities.
It is not good enough to demand: we must become
better human beings. Rudolf Steiner tells us: ‘Such utterances are not of much value; they are like saying: if my
mother- in-law had four wheels and two axles, she would
be an omnibus.’ I thought you might like that quote.
Here is what Steiner had to say about this initiate on
the cupola ceiling:
This child that you see here, in a way carried by the
initiate, is also there for a good reason. For man could
not bear what comes to him through being inspired by
this dual principle—it would kill him—had he not this
rejuvenating, childlike force constantly before his gaze.
When you see this in the cupola, you will notice that a
very strong effort has been made to gain what has been
intended here directly out of colour. Also the effort has
been made to derive the contrast between the luciferic
and ahrimanic from the colours. One must not only keep
on looking for meanings, but seek the essential through
artistic feeling. (January 25th, 1920)
This dual principle: it gets me constantly into trouble; it
wakens the fighter in me, makes me either self-righteous
or defeatist. How to have a worthy, dignified battle with
one’s fellow human beings, without hurting or condemning the other?
And then I come to Dieter Brüll again, his last little
volume on social sacramentalism, the one you translated
into English. This book has become for me a companion.
It tells me: There is a future in social life. That he uses the
sacraments of the Christian Community, extrapolating
these onto our dealings with each other in ordinary life,
shows me that ‘we are still in school’, in the synagogue.
The difficulties we are facing at present are the stepping
stones for a healthy social life. Are there any helpers?

Rev. 10:1–8 The 6th trumpet, Max Beckmann, 1942

We dream in feeling, so do not know that the dead walk
with us. The culture now preparing we shall have to ask
when making a decision: what do the dead think of it?
In the future we shall know that the dead are the wisest
of counsellors who we may consult when we wish to do
something on earth. The Spirit Self develops through the
fact that the dead are counsellors of the living. (Rudolf
Steiner, April 30th 1918).
So much for now, Werner; there is still much I would
like to ask you.

Notices of deaths
Timothy Prior, a 17 year old pupil at the Sheiling School, Ringwood, passed away in the early morning hours of Tuesday, 19
June. Cause of death is unknown, but he had been ill for a few
days. Tim had been a pupil here for the past 10 years. We were all
very close to Tim, whose destiny had been so closely associated
with the Sheiling School. His parents, Pam and John, are very
involved supporters of the School and council members.
Patricia Cursons, a little spastic girl who lived in Heathcot, in
Camphill Schools, Aberdeen from 8–16 years, died in Milton
Keynes on 22nd May 2007 aged 65, having lived for some years in
Scope and having become well known as a painter (see Camphill
Pages, Issue 13 Advent 2002); and whose painting ‘Freedom’ was
a poster all over Milton Keynes in 2005 to advertise an exhibition
of ‘Disabled Painters in the Hospital’. She often came to Camphill
for Bible Evenings and festivals and for events, and was well loved
by Morwenna and all of our companions.
Lars-Henrik Nesheim of Vidaråsen. Lars-Henrik crossed the
threshold on Sunday 5th August at 19.15 local Norwegian time.
All who know him will recall his warmth, his infectious humour
and his deep love of Camphill and anthroposophy.
On the 6th August at around 17.00h Rosie Tirler died peacefully
after having struggled for several months with a very big brain
tumour. She was born in Le Béal and died in a small hospital at
Crest, very well looked after by lovely nurses and especially by
Jacqueline, Andreas and Sara. She was 20 years old.
Marcus Hawkins, aged 85 years, died peacefullyTuesday the
21nd of August in hospital in Middlesbrough. Marcus has been
a villager in Botton Village since 1969.
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News from the Movement …
and beyond

From Arcadian Grace

XI. Regeneration
Stephen Falconer,
Oaklands Park, England
Steve has written a large compilation
of poetry under the title Arcadian Grace.
This body of work is comprised of poems
visiting specific times in history from
the point of view of historical figures, places,
or events, from 7000 BC to today. Over the
next issues we will include some of his work
starting with a poem steeped in history,
working our way to the present.

Where the descent transforming smells
and taste is suspended
you will find a flower
resonating midday blue
and a Jewell resembling
a ray off the sea,
you will encounter
an unblemished countenance
and murmuring from long ago:
‘Naked you came into the world
and naked you will fly to Kingdoms
that represent
all you consider salubrious,
you will peer
into the substrates
of mortal bearing
and plumb
the same pattern in the pulse
and stirrings
of bodily fluids
as in the stars procedure
across a balmy night.
With voluptuous gestures suspended
in reverence
you will conjure the same sureness
writing in the heart
as in the ineluctable fall
of an arrow to the earth, the same flow
in tears from your lids
as in the river which feeds the desert
and the rain
which motivates all plants to sprout’.
An Egyptian Pharaoh
Around 1350 BC
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A letter from the Karl König Archives

D

ear Friends,
On January 12 of this year four people met in the ‘Holz
Haus’ Arlesheim: Peter Selg from the Leiter des Ita Wegman
Institute and Richard Steel, Stefan Geider and David Coe,
representing the Karl König Archive.
The purpose of our meeting was to explore and establish
the working relationship between both bodies. In a world
where separation, disintegration and discord are becoming
ever more a hindrance to humanity’s development, we felt
it was fitting to work towards a homecoming of the fruits of
anthroposophy to the place of their inspiration. Karl König
experienced the Advent Garden at Dornach/Arlesheim; he
was inspired and indeed greatly helped by Ita Wegman in
his striving towards community building within a healing
and curative impulse. So it was that the little candle in that
advent garden grew into the worldwide ‘Candle on the Hill’
that Camphill is today.
Central to community building within Camphill is the motto
of the Social Ethic, a verse that Steiner gave to Edith Maryon.
When the possibility showed itself that we could establish a
research and study archive in her old rooms under the guardianship of the Ita Wegman Institute, it was clear that we had the
basis for an outer as well as an inner working relationship.
So it is then that a bond is now growing between the Karl
König Archive and the Ita Wegman Institute. Peter Selg has
offered to become editions editor for a new complete works
of Karl König. It is our intention to publish books in both German and English. We have a great task ahead of us. Rudolf
Steiner and Ita Wegman have inspired many great doctors.
We hope that one day the fruits of their work can be seen,
researched and studied at the place of their spiritual birth.
The establishment of the Second Archive in Dornach/Arlesheim however should not and will not detract from the
fact that the rightful home of the Karl König Archive is in
Aberdeen, Scotland. It was here that the little group of dedicated individuals worked so hard to establish the worldwide
community that Camphill is today. These humble little rooms
in which the original Archive is housed are surrounded by
the busy comings and goings of Camphill life and are by no
means a museum. They hold though, an atmosphere that can
only be experienced in reality. The second Archive in Arlesheim will create a gesture of breath, of centre and periphery,
hopefully engendering new, fruitful activity in both places.
With that breath, winds of change may blow that can ensure
a positive development of Curative Education and Social
Therapy based on solid research inspired by anthroposophy
into an evolving future.
Now after 66 years of Camphill we look toward a third
cycle of 33 years and all the change it will bring. What kind
of communities in the future? Who will be in them? Why?
These questions can only be answered at the periphery. As
a group we can only strive to make the resources available
to inspire and motivate people towards the next 33 years.
Not just in Camphill, not just within the anthroposophical
movement, but with all those striving towards healing in
society and with individuals, in all forms of medicine, social
work and education.
David Coe, Newton Dee, Aberdeen

News������
from Vidaråsen
�����������������
Landsby
Judith Ingram, Vidaråsen, Norway

D

uring recent years in Vidaråsen the longing for change
has become ever more apparent. The perceived need
of coming to terms with the past and at the same time an
openness towards the future, led to an acknowledgement
that we needed help from ‘outside’.
Already in autumn 2005 the co-worker group invited
Julia Wolfson to hold the three layer course ‘Transforming Ourselves and Empowering Each Other’. Through
our active participation and engagement on this path we
have recognised that new possibilities are emerging for a
richer and more fulfilling life. We started at ‘grass roots’
level by exploring new ways of communicating, practising
the steps described in Marshall Rosenberg’s Nonviolent
Communication: A Language of Life. Basically this is about
getting in touch with ourselves and learning to be wakeful to our own and each other’s needs. Developing these
skills can create a building block in the foundation of an
environment where each and every individual finds their
voice and is able to make choices regarding their home
situation, work and relationships.
We are experiencing remarkable results. Three couples are now supported in semi-independent living
spaces, and three individuals share a little house and
are supported by their neighbours. In a few houses coworker families are living alone but managing houses
as supported living units. Vidaråsen owns a house in
the nearby village Andebu where a co-worker family
lives and ‘commutes’ to work in Vidaråsen. We have
a new leader group based on the following functions:
positive approaches, recruitment, and education, with

an adviser well versed in social services. This is to be
supplemented with a project leader who will implement
our programme of restructuring for a three year period.
The aim is to enhance the standard of care and support
in accordance with the social service legislation whilst
regenerating our unique spiritual values. We believe that
this will encourage a healthy growing process.
Change however is never easy and every individual
relates differently to the process. We also experience
the uncertainty which comes with letting go of wellworn paths and embarking on a rather unknown road.
We have two empty houses and would like to increase
our adult population. Some of our household assistants
now come from the locality.
But we face these difficult challenges together and
feel that the invaluable support of our friends, families,
local management council and our board, will give us
the encouragement and back-up we need.
The atmosphere is becoming lighter and more joyful.
At Easter the whole community participated in a truly
wonderful experience of performing ‘The Magic Flute’
together. We are trying to face the problems as positive
learning opportunities and look forwards with openness,
enthusiasm and hope towards a brighter future.
Judith has lived and worked
in Camphill communities in Scotland, Ireland,
N. Ireland, and Norway. She has been living
in Vidaråsen for ten years, in three different periods,
starting in 1973. She currently holds the position of
leader for the executive group of the transitional project.

The Sheiling School

Blackthorn Trust

Camphill Community Thornbury

Project Coordinator

an established residential Camphill school
for children with learning difficulties

House Co-ordinators
Vacancies exist for conscientious people to
create a warm and homely environment for
children with special needs. This is a live-in position within a supportive community team. This
role offers a fulfilling and flexible range of duties
amidst beautiful and spacious surroundings.
Relevant experience desirable, opportunity for
development, terms negotiable.
Contact: Catherine Stephenson,
		 Thornbury Park, Park Road,
		 Thornbury, Bristol BS35 1HP
Telephone 01454 415859
mail@sheilingschool.org.uk

Blackthorn Trust (Maidstone, Kent, UK) is a registered charity with the aim to relieve sickness,
promote health, and advance education and
self-development. Blackthorn Garden is a social
enterprise project of Blackthorn Trust and comprises a small market garden, bakery, vegetarian
café, plant nursery and craft workshops.
We are looking for a project coordinator to
work with colleagues in a group environment
to support up to 60 people.
The post will be a full time and permanent
position and will attract an annual salary of
£30-35,000 depending on qualifications and
experience.
Please contact Dr David McGavin on
44 (0)1622 726277
or email david.mcgavin@nhs.net
for further information and application forms.
Blackthorn Trust is an Equal Opportunities Employer.

CHRISTMAS CD :
JOHN BILLING PLAYING LYRE:

“JOY”

An album of well known Christmas tunes arranged and played
by John Billing on lyres, bells, kantelles and bowed psalter.
Please send cheque for £10 each or £45 for 5 (inc.p&p) to
John Billing, 41 Westward Rd, Cainscross, Stroud, GL5 4JA
Or contact John:john_lyre@yahoo.co.uk
See also:www.johnlyre.co.uk
Also available John’s album
“STREAM”, a selection of original lyre compositions which
John has performed in solo tours internationally available as
above at same price

The Christian Community
seeks a

Meetings Secretary
for its central Executive Committee who meet bimonthly. This part-time work (initially around 15
hours/week) can mainly be done at home, apart
from the 8 small, day-long business meetings of
priests and lay members held at The Christian
Community centres in the South of England and
West Midlands.
The Secretary is responsible for care of agendas and accompanying reports on all the matters
concerned with the assets, properties and policies
that accompany congregational and priestly life,
and for taking the minutes.
Experience of administration, basic computer
literacy, and an interest in the care of The Christian Community are essential, and a modern, parttime salary is offered. Book-keeping experience
would be helpful but is not essential.
The small administrative team of mature professionals, who underpin the work of the Council
of Management of priest and lay members, is
seeking to replace itself gradually, and a variety
of professional business skills will eventually be
needed.
Please apply in writing with a c.v. of past
experience, to:
Jean Flynn,
The Christian Community in Great Britain
24 Great Park, Kings Langley, Herts. WD4 8EL
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DESIGNING &
FACILITATING
WORKSHOPS 2008
18th–22nd February;
4th–6th April;
2nd–4th May;
6th–8th June;
4th–7th July
Many of our Anthroposophical friends have
acquired a wealth of knowledge from living
and working with the spiritual substance of
Anthroposophy. This knowledge wants to grow
in the world: to be seen and experienced by
others.
This course is a training which offers a basic
grounding in facilitation skills and workshop
design and will enable participants to realize
and develop their own skills and faculties as well
as developing new areas. It hopes to empower
participants to overcome apprehensions and
insecurities allowing them to find confidence
and express the wealth of their own experience
and knowledge.
To give workshops is a wonderful way not only
to gain knowledge oneself (one has to study!)
but to experience the life enhancing qualities
of Anthroposophy when shared by others.
The course will start with a full week in which
the participants will take part in a biography
workshop. This will provide a framework from
which to base and design biography workshops
but also other types of workshops within the
field of human and social development.
The group will work with different facilitation
styles and workshop rhythms; design various
types of exercise; practice giving talks; become
familiar with the many archetypal themes in
workshops and learn how to integrate them
into the overall design of a workshop. We will
also work with the dynamics and processes that
take place within a group.
A comment from a previous participant: ‘The
course has given me new confidence in what I
have within me of creativity, knowledge and
experience. I have been able to combine them
in new & unexpected ways. A new landscape has
opened up in my work life’. I. N. Denmark
The course carriers are Krista Braun,
Gil McHattie and George Perry, all of whom
have extensive experience in this work.
Venue: Hoathly Hill, West Sussex.
Please contact Gil on
gilmchattie@dsl.pipex.com
or 01342 824817
for further details.

Nanny position
Four children 8,7,5,2 years old. Steiner educated,
living on Dartmoor in Devon, UK. Looking for
someone who is mature, experienced and tidy;
sensitive, creative, energetic and fun, enjoys the
outdoors, crafts, healthy cooking, adventures.
Calm, capable and good sense of humour. Driver
and non-smoker please.
Email: flora@natsworthy.com
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RUSKIN MILL EDUCATIONAL TRUST
Operates three innovative specialist colleges for
students with special learning needs. The colleges are inspired by the
work of Rudolf Steiner, John Ruskin and William Morris.
We have vacancies in each of our Colleges for

Houseparent Couples
To live in and manage a household for up to four students.
We need mature, responsible couples to create a warm, homely
environment and deliver the living skills curriculum in one of our
college households. We provide training and support and a good
package of salary and benefits. Not just a job, but a way of life.

FREEMAN
COLLEGE

GLASSHOUSE
COLLEGE

RUSKIN MILL
COLLEGE

The newest of our
colleges, based in the
centre of Sheffield and at
the Merlin Theatre site.
Fast developing activities
ranging from cutlery
making and pewter work,
to performance work and
drama.
Students live in the city in
family based households
and training flats.

Firmly based in the
glassmaking tradition
with many new
enterprises offering
students craft and land
based skills, high quality
drama and practical work
experience.
Students live in a wide
variety of residential
placements both in the
town and the surrounding
villages.

The College is based in a
beautiful Cotswold valley
with the main focus on
landwork, rural crafts and
food production.
Residential
accommodation is in
domestic scale
households in the nearby
towns and villages.

For information about positions in any of the colleges contact
Richard Rogers, Head of College — Residential, Ruskin Mill College
The Fisheries, Horsley, Glos GL6 0PL. Tel 01453 837528
e-mail: richard.rogers@rmc.rmet.org.uk

Artemis

School of Speech and Drama

Storytelling - Poetry Recitation – Acting
A unique training based on Steiner’s vision of an
Art of Creative Speech
1-4 year Training
Private Speech Lessons
Workshops
Summer School Courses
Sussex, England: +44 (0)1342.321.330
www.ArtemisSpeechandDrama.org.uk
office@ArtemisSpeechandDrama.org.uk

Floris Books has announced in their latest
catalogue:
Lives of Camphill
An Anthology of Pioneers
Edited by Johannes M Surkamp
* Over 100 biographies of people who
founded and shaped the Camphill
movement in its first thirty years
* Brings history of Camphill
to life
* Includes over 70 photographs

The book will be available from 23rd August at the price of £20, with a discount
for Camphill.
Warm greetings, Johannes

SPACE TO BE!
Self catering cottage on the borders
of Herefordshire and Worcestershire.
Buzzards, butterflies, walks and
peace. Sleeps 2 (or 4 with double
futon sofabed in lounge).
Details from: Maggie Kingston on
44 (0)1885 410431.

Camphill Bible Readings 2007–2008
Saturdays for Sundays

Festive Days
2007

Date
Oct 6

Bible Texts
Apocalypse 12

Theme (alternative children’s readings in italics)
1–9 The woman with the child

Oct 13 Apocalypse 12, 10–17
Michael’s flight with the dragon
Oct 20 1 Thessalonians 5, 1–11
The Coming of Christ Matthew 13: 24–30 Parables
Oct 27 1 Thessalonians 5: 13–18
The Coming of Christ Matthew 13: 31–35 Parables
Nov. 1 / 2 All Saints/All Souls
Nov. 3 1 Corinthians 15: 20–28
The raising of the dead Ephesians 6: 13–17 The armor of God
Nov. 10 Romans 12: 3–8
Christian Life Luke 10: 25–37 The Good Samaritan
Nov. 17 Romans 12: 9–21
Christian Life Luke 17: 11–19 Healing Ten Lepers
Nov. 24 1 Corinthians 13: 1–13
The Hymn to Love
For First Advent
Dec. 1 Matthew 25: 1–13
The Ten Virgins
For Second Advent
Dec. 8
Matthew 24: 1–8 Apocalyptic words on the Mount of Olives Luke 1: 26–38 Annunciation
For Third Advent
Dec. 15
Matt. 24: 23–31
Apocalyptic words on the Mount of Olives Luke 1: 39–45 Mary visits Elizabeth
For Fourth Advent
Dec. 22
Matt. 24: 32–44
Apocalyptic words on the Mount of Olives Luke 1: 46–55 Magnificat
Life in the Light
Christmas Midnight
Dec. 24 1st Letter of John 1: 1–7
Christmas
Dec. 25 Luke 2: 1–20
Birth of Jesus
Sunday, Dec. 30 & New Year
Dec. 29 John 1: 1–18
Prologue
Jan. 5 Mark 1: 1–11
Baptism Matthew 2: 1–12 The Priest Kings from the East
2008 Epiphany
Jan. 12 Mark 5: 1–20
Healing of the Garasene
Jan. 19 Luke 14: 1–6
Healing a man with dropsy
St. Paul’s Day, Jan. 25
Jan. 26 Acts 22: 3–21
Paul before Damascus
Candlemas
Feb. 2 Luke 2: 21–33
Presentation in the Temple
Ash Wednesday—
Feb. 9 John 9: 1–11
Healing a man born blind
Lent begins, Feb. 6
Feb. 16 Mark 1: 40–45
Healing a leper
Feb. 23 Luke 7: 11–17
Raising the youth of Nain
March 1 Mark 5: 21–43
Healing a woman and raising Jairus’ daughter
March 8 John 11: 33–44
Raising of Lazarus Luke 19: 1–10 Zacchaeus
Holy Week—
March 15 Mark 11: 1–11
Entry into Jerusalem
Palm Sunday, March 16
Monday
March 17 Mark 11: 12–25
The fig tree, cleansing the temple
Tuesday
March 18 Mark 12: 1–12
Parable of the wine growers
Wednesday
March 19 Mark 14: 1–11
Anointing and betrayal
Maunday Thursday
March 20 John 13: 1–20
Washing of the feet
March 21 Mark 15: 1–41
Crucifixion and death
Good Friday
Friday evening
March 22 Matthew 27: 57–66
Burial
into silent Saturday
Easter Sunday morning
Mark 16: 1–8
Resurrection
March 23
Easter Sunday evening
John 20: 19–25
Christ appears to the disciples
The 40 days begin
March 29 John 20: 26–31
Appearance before Thomas
April 5 John 21: 1–14
Early meal by the sea
April 12 John 14: 1–11
Farewell Discourses
April 19 John 16: 16–24
Farewell Discourses
John 15: 26–27
April 26
Farewell Discourses Luke 15: 3–10 Parable
& John 16: 1–13
Ascension
May 3 Acts 1: 4–14
Theme (alternative readings in italics)
Whitsun
May 10 Acts 2: 1–12; for services only 1–4 and add Veni Creator Spiritus
Trinitatis
May 17 2 Corinthians 3: 1–6
The Trinity Acts 3: 42–47 Life in the Congregation
Corpus Christi, May 21
May 24 Ephesians 4: 7–13
Christ the Lord of the Earth
May 31 Romans 8: 18–23
The future hope for creation
June 7 1 Corinthians 12: 12–27
The Christ community
June 14 1 Corinthians 15: 1–11
The working of Christ through Paul
June 21 Luke 17: 20–30
The coming of the Kingdom
For St. John’s Day, June 24
June 28 Mark 1: 1–8
John the Baptist
July 5 Matthew 5: 1–12
Sermon on the Mount
July 12 Matthew 5: 13–19
Sermon on the Mount
July 19 Matthew 5: 38–48
Sermon on the Mount
July 26 Luke 11: 33–36
The inner light
August 2 Matthew 18: 1–7
The child in man
For Transfiguration, Aug. 6
August 9 Matthew 17: 1–13
The Transfiguration
August 16 Matthew 17: 14–21
Healing the boy with epilepsy
August 23 Matthew 11: 2–15
The Baptist’s question
Death of John the Baptist
For Beheading of
August 30 Matthew 14: 1–12
Matthew 20: 1–16 Parable of the Vineyard
John the Baptist, Aug. 29
Sept. 6 Mark 6: 30–44
Feeding of the 5,000
Sept. 13 Mark 6: 45–52
Walking on the sea
Sept. 20 Luke 8: 4–15
The parable of the sower
For Michaelmas, Sept. 29
Sept. 27 Matthew 22: 2–14
The Kingly Wedding
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The School of Storytelling at
Emerson College presents:

The Storyteller at Work
in the Community
A Bridge to the Invisible
12th–28th October 2007
The School of Storytelling at Emerson
College will be offering a course this October for those interested in exploring the
power of storytelling within a community
setting.
A storyteller is more than a just teller
of stories. Storytellers are entertainers,
teachers and healers with a long spiritual
tradition. Their creative work often focuses on strengthening the communities in
which they live. Drawing on the richness
of the oral tradition, storytellers are bridge
builders that connect us to other people,
to ourselves, and to the invisible world of
the imagination.
Many cultures in late October traditionally honour the presence of the invisible
world; it is a magical and mysterious time
of year when the spirits of the ancestors
return to visit their earthly homes. The
veil between the two worlds is at its most
thin. Darkness grows, the mists begin to
rise and it’s a perfect time for stories.
Using the storyteller’s skills of story-making, improvisation, character-building and
drama, participants of this 17-day course
will work collaboratively in creating a
‘Halloween Night of Adventure’—an event
traditionally held each year at Emerson
College for the local community.
On this course you will:
Discover the power of your
imagination and how to
work creatively with it.
Learn the skills of the
storyteller.
Experience the magic of
collaboratively creating a
festival for a community.
Return to your community with the means
and magic to continue this work.
This is a lively, challenging and exciting experience for both professional and novice
storytellers who will interact with a large
audience of children and adults. A willing
heart and a spirit of adventure are essential!
Course Carriers:
Roi Gal-Or and Liz Turkel
Roi Gal-Or
teaches storytelling at Emerson College
and the University of Sussex in Brighton.
He is a leader of workshops dealing with
group and personal development using
stories, traditional social games and biographical work.
Liz Turkel
is an actor, director, storyteller and clown.
A graduate of Dell’Arte International
School for Physical Theatre in the U.S.,
she leads workshops on ensemble process
and creativity. She performs and teaches
internationally with Clowns without Borders, awakening joy and laughter in areas
of crisis around the world.
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www.tiphereth.co.uk
HOUSE PARENTS
Tiphereth is seeking house parents for a small urban/rural Camphill community on the edge of Edinburgh and adjacent to the Pentland Hills. We currently have three residential houses and a Day
Service for adults with learning disabilities.
Edinburgh is a thriving city with the centre only 20 minutes from the community. There is a Steiner
School that takes children up to class 12, a Christian Community church, and up to twenty more
Anthroposophical initiatives in the area.
The house parents would live in one of our houses alongside our residents and be supported by volunteer co-workers to create a home together. Residents attend workshops during the week. With the
homes at the centre of the community as house parents we support the many initiatives of the community as a whole. The new house parents would have the opportunity to help mould and develop
the future of Camphill in Edinburgh. We welcome informal visits to explore the community, which is
seeking to grow in fruitful directions. For further information e-mail tiphereth@tiphereth.org.uk.
DAY SERVICE MANAGER
This is a new post for Tiphereth. The Day Service supports the residential homes in the community.
Currently there are 50 day attendees supported by 13–15 full and part-time salaried staff and additional volunteer co-workers. The Day Service Manager will support the three co-ordinators who
run the Pentlands Group (environmental initiatives and composting operation); Day Activities (craft
based workshops); and Garden Group (maintain the grounds and garden produce).
The job description and person specification expands on what is sought from the applicant, and can
be obtained by e-mailing tiphereth@tiphereth.org.uk. The position will attract a salary of £26,000 per
annum, plus 5% pension and other benefits. The post does not include accommodation, however this
is readily available in Edinburgh.
Torphin Holding, Torphin Road, Collinton, Edinburgh EH13 0PQ, Tel: 0131 441 2055

Ruskin Mill Educational Trust

Freeman
College,
Sheffield

An innovative residential specialist college for students
with special learning needs has a vacancy for

NEIGHBOURHOOD HEAD
Salary £20,800–28,000 per annum
You will be required to co-ordinate the residential provi-

sion for a neighbourhood, overseeing residential staff
and the pastoral care and educational progress of a group of students in their college and residential
settings.
To undertake this position successfully you will need considerable determination and have experience of working with young people with disabilities and/ or challenging behaviour and be an excellent
communicator who is able to think on their feet. A knowledge of, experience or sympathy with Rudolf
Steiner’s educational and therapeutic approach is also desirable.
Evening and weekend work will be required.
To request an application pack, please contact Phyllis Eblett, Freeman College, 27 Leadmill Road,
Sheffield S1 3JA. Tel: 0114 213 0277 or email phyllis.eblett@fmc.rmet.org.uk
Ruskin Mill Educational Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people
and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Successful applicants will be required to undergo a
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SOUL CALENDAR
Soul Calendar verses for the 52 weeks
set out on an A4 page in the form of a cross:
* With colour drawings created by Karl König while on the Isle of
Man in 1940
* plus centre drawings–also by Karl König–depicting the Metamorphosis of the Cross.
ALSO INCLUDED:
* German translation of the verses
* An English translation of the Introduction by Rudolf Steiner to
the original edition in 1913
* Karl König’s guide to the sequence of the 52 verses.
£13.00 (including airmail postage)
Please send payment in one of two ways:
Visa/Mastercard with card number, expiry date, and exact name
as written on the card; or a British cheque to:
Camphill Correspondence, Maria Mountain, Whitecliff, Hall
Grounds, Loftus, Saltburn, UK.  TS13 4HJ
mariamtn@ntlworld.com
Maria will then contact Melville Segal of Tiferet Publications in
Cape Town who has published the calendars; he will post the copies direct to you.
Also available from:
The Camphill Village Gift Shop, Copake, NY 12516.

Do you need
help with your
writing?

I work from home for anyone anywhere who needs
experienced work with any
editing,
proof-reading,
English, etc. Confidentiality assured. No charge,
although donations appreciated.
Enquire either through
email or post:
Sandra Stoddard
153 North Deeside Rd,
Peterculter,
Aberdeen,
AB14 0RR
sandrastoddard
@gmail.com

Volunteers needed at
Camphill Village,
West Coast, South Africa
Camphill Village, West Coast, a rural community for adults with physical and intellectual disabilities, near Atlantis (50km from Cape Town)
has vacancies for volunteers as co-workers or
group home leaders. We offer a gap year for
school leavers and students or if you are between 30 and 45 join for longer.
All co-workers receive board and lodging and
their personal needs are covered financially.
If you would like to care/share with people,
live in nature and enjoy community living
please contact Lisa Kamber on
tel: 021 571 8645 (pm) or
Charmaine Diepgrond
on tel: 021 571 8618 (pm)
or alternatively during the day on
tel: 021 571 8600
For more information visit our website:
www.camphillwestcoast.org.za

SOUTH AFRICA

SUNBIRD GUEST COTTAGE

In the Camphill Farm Community
Hemel en Aarde Valley, Hermanus,
is a beautifully situated cottage
for working or holiday guests.
Accommodation for 4
all mod. con. included
U.K. contact:
michaelsunbird@wmcc.ac.uk
Tel. 01453-825117
S.A. bookings and contact:
Carla or Francisca
schilder@camphill-hermanus.org.za

Tobias School
of Art & Therapy
offers:
• Art Therapy vocational training, validated by the
C&G at Masters level (MCGI). Full-time and modular
options.
• Transformative Arts course, a unique opportunity to explore the colour world through artistic and
self-development processes. Full-time, part-time and
modular options. Validated by C&G (LCGI)
• Weekend Courses each course £95

Inspiring, creative weekend workshops with
different themes and media
6–8 July
The Search for Balance: Light and Darkness
in the Landscape
with Peter Ramm
• Summer Courses
Weekend courses £95, Week long courses £260
28–30 September
Story Telling through Colour Watercolour and pastel
with Diane Flowers
12–14 October
The Night Rainbow Watercolour and pastel
with Diane Flowers
2–4 November
Creating Flow between Opposites Sculpture
with Nick Weidmann
23–25 November
Life Drawing as a Way to the Nature of Colour
with Mariana Nikolova
For brochures call 01342 313655
www.tobiasart.org
info@tobiasart.org

The Camphill Farm Community Hemel en Aarde,
Hermanus, South Africa

Biodynamic or Organic
Farmer Needed

is looking for
a BAKER, a WOOD WORKER and GARDENERS
to join as permanent co-workers.
We are a rural community of about 95 adults, 62 of whom have
various disabilities. We live together in 7 village houses. Our
Hemel en Aarde valley is of exceptional beauty. Hermanus, the
‘whale capital’, and the ocean are a few km away. Cape Town
is about 130 km further south-west.
For our bakery, wood workshop and gardens we need
qualified and experienced workshop leaders who are able
and willing to work with disabled residents and temporary coworkers and together with them build up workshops which can
produce, market and sell goods of high quality. We are aiming
to supplement our income through increased sales from our
workshops.
We are a dynamic community striving to face the challenges
of the 21st century. Our permanent co-workers are not salaried.
They receive a monthly allowance to cover their private expenses. Their daily needs are taken care of by the community.
If you feel that you would like to join our community and share
our social, cultural and spiritual life, please apply to:
co-workers@camphill-hermanus.org.za
or fax to 27 (0) 28 313 8210
Visit our website: www.camphill-hermanus.org.za

Camphill Glencraig, Northern
Ireland has 190 acres of farmland which has been managed according to biodynamic
methods for 50 years.
We urgently need a farmer
with biodynamic or organic
experience and knowledge to
continue the care and management of our land and its
animals.
We welcome a family accompanying the farmer or a farmer
without a family.
For further information and
application forms please go to
our website at www.glencraig.
org.uk
Please feel free to telephone
0044 28 9042 3396 and ask
for Veronika, who will be very
happy to talk to you.

Self-Catering Holiday Apartments

Old Tuscan organic olive oil farm peacefully situated on
a hilltop with stunning views and all amenities close by,
offers comfortable accommodation, spectacular walks and
excellent local Tuscan and international food. Arcobaleno
is perched on a neighbouring hill to Cortona, a famous old
Etruscan town steeped in Italian history and well positioned
to offer day excursions by car to many places of interest; for
example, within ca. one hour you can reach: Florence, Siena,
Perugia, Assisi, Arezzo and within about two hours: Rome &
Pisa. Additionally, the famous wine growing areas of Chianti,
Montepulciano and Montalcino are all within an hours’ drive
of Arcobaleno.
Further details are on our homepage on the Internet:

www.arcobaleno-toscana.com or email or call me personally at
following: Lucas Weihs, San Pietro a Cegliolo CS 59,
1-52044
Cortona AR
Tuscany,Page
Italy 1
PA Journal Colour ad.qxd
21/2/07
12:15
email: arcobaleno@technet.it tel: + 39 0575 612777

The picture is a painting of Arcobaleno’s olive groves by Elizabeth Cochrane.

Integrating mainstream
and complementary
medicine with:

The

Park
Attwood
Clinic

Need a Holiday?

Self Catering Holiday House

The White House Killin

a committed team of
conventionally qualified
doctors and nurses
anthroposophic therapies
to address healthcare
holistically
natural medicines to
complement the use of
conventional drugs
individualised treatments
for day- and in-patients
The Park Attwood Clinic
Trimpley, Bewdley, Worcs DY12 1RE
Tel 01299 861444
www.parkattwood.org

Caring for you

holistically

Maybe just

A few days of peace and quiet?
A retreat for your co-workers?
A venue for a course or a seminar?

Asbjornsen and Moe House Seminar Centre in
Solborg Camphill Village can host up to 30 people
at any one time, full board and lodging or self
catering. As far as possible we serve ecological or
biodynamic food from our own gardens and farm.
Solborg Camphill Village can offer visits to the farm
and the workshops. We are located in beautiful natural
surroundings, with Oslo just an hour away.
Asbjornsen and Moe House Seminar Centre
Solborg, N-3520 Jevnaker, Norway
Tel:+47 32 13 30 58 — Fax:+47 32 13 20 20
seminarsenter@camphill.no
www.camphill.no

Set within the beautiful Loch
Lomond and Trossachs National
Park, The White House is in an
ideal location to explore the natural
beauty of Highland Perthshire,
Scotland.
Situated in a secluded setting
near the shores of Loch Tay,
this area offers outstanding opportunities for touring, walking,
cycling, bird watching and canoeing. Comprises 5 bedrooms
with accommodation for up to 12
persons sharing.
tel: 01764 662416
for a brochure and availability

The Dove Logo of the Camphill Movement is a symbol of the pure, spiritual principle which underlies the physical human form.
Uniting soon after conception with the hereditary body, it lives on unimpaired in each human individual.
It is the aim of the Camphill Movement to stand for this ‘Image of the Human Being’ as expounded in Rudolf Steiner’s work,
so that contemporary knowledge of the human being may be enflamed by the power of love.
Camphill Correspondence tries to facilitate this work through free exchange within and beyond the Camphill Movement.
Therefore, the Staff of Mercury, the sign of communication which binds the parts of the organism into the whole,
is combined with the Dove in the logo of Camphill Correspondence.

Editors
Maria Mountain (Editor and Subscriptions), Whitecliff, Hall Grounds, Loftus, Saltburn, TS13 4HJ, England
Tel: (01287) 643 553 email: mariamtn@ntlworld.com
Deborah Ravetz (Assistant), 3 Western Road, Stourbridge, DY8 3XX, England
Tel: (01384) 444 202, email: d@ravetz.org.uk
Advertisements:
Suggested contribution of £20–£25 per announcement/advert.
Cheques can be sent to the Subscriptions Editor (address above), made out to Camphill Correspondence.
Subscriptions:
£19.80 per annum for six issues, or £3.30 for copies or single issues.
Please make your cheque payable to Camphill Correspondence and send with your address to Maria Mountain (address above),
or you can pay by Visa or MasterCard, stating the exact name as printed on the card, the card number, and expiry date.
Back Copies:
are available from Maria Mountain and from Camphill Bookshop, Aberdeen
Deadlines:
Camphill Correspondence appears bi-monthly in January, March, May, July, September and November.
Deadlines for ARTICLES are: Jan 23rd, Mar 23rd, May 23rd, July 23rd, Sept 23rd and Nov 16th.
ADVERTISEMENTS and SHORT ITEMS can come up to ten days later than this.
Lay-up by Christoph Hänni, Produced by www.roomfordesign.co.uk

