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What joy to see..., Deborah Ravetz

The third stage of encounter, the stage of transformation or transubstantia-tion, is the moment of truth.
A meeting, a human connection, becomes something else. It receives a new dimension. In order to
work through this stage, we must truly transform ourselves so as to achieve a true relationship with
another human being.
If we do not succeed, if we stop short at one of the preceding stages, no further progress is possible,
and the crises which follow bring about not metamorphoses but repeated misunderstandings, painful
struggles, and insoluble problems between the people in question. To conceal this tragedy of evolution,
this failure to become aware of the profundity of an encounter, we cover up our inability with words
like “That’s life”, or “That’s karma”, phrases – unfortunately all too common – in which an undertone
of negative fatalism and resignation may be heard. If, on the other hand, we accept our own freedom,
if we recognize the immense, sacred task of liberating religion, of sanctifying human encounters and
feeling responsible for the course of a relationship, then this decision will give us courage and strength,
and our meetings with others will become divine service, for ‘every meeting of person with person
will be from the beginning a religious act, a sacrament’. Human Encounters and Karma, Athys Floride

Writing for Camphill Correspondence:
frequently asked questions
Peter Howe, Stourbridge, England
Q: I’m not good at writing.
A: That’s not a question.
Q: Sorry, I’m not good at asking questions. So, who can write
for Camphill Correspondence?
A: Anyone who is interested. It is a ’correspondence’, an
exchange of ideas, experiences and information between
friends, colleagues and fellow-sufferers.
Q: Does it matter if I can’t spell?
A: You know, Shakespeare often spelt the same word in several ways. He once spelt the word ‘sheriff’ in five different
ways on one page. Mind you, we never got him to write
for Camphill Correspondence.
Q: Do you think I’ve got anything to say?
A: Well you never stop talking.
Q: But do you think I’ve got anything worth saying?
A: Give it a try. Our editor is happy to look at what you’ve
done and give advice. We like to say yes to material
but sometimes also need to protect our writers and our
readers.
Q: Do I have to use a computer?
A: We accept articles and letters that are handwritten, typed,
or by email (preferably by email!). Our only limitation is
we’re not clairvoyant and can’t do automatic writing. Nor
can we read the Akashic Birthday Chronicle.
Q: Do you accept articles from people not living in
Camphill?
A: Actually, only people not living in Camphill have time to
write. We love pieces from everyone, no matter where
they are or what their connection to Camphill.
Q: When’s the deadline?
A: It’s always last week. Just send it as soon as you can. (For
actual dates see back cover.)
Q: What sort of subjects do you take?
A: Whatever you’re enthusiastic about. We love to hear about
people’s lives, your experiences and those of your friends.
And about your efforts, however modest.
Q: How do you become a good writer?
A: Steiner said that to give a good lecture you have to first
give 20 bad ones. (Personally, I got to number 18 and my
community stopped asking me.)
Q: Will we get paid?
A: We’ll pay you back in kamaloka.

S

Keeping in touch

omehow we neglected to mention Adola McWilliam’s
75th birthday which was on September 12, 2008. Apologies to Adola who lives in Glenora Farm Community, British
Columbia, Canada.
I have recently realised that I’ve been looking after the Correspondence subscriptions since about 1989 – that’s twenty
years! It has been a lovely way to keep in touch with people,
and I am one of those rare types who actually enjoys filing
things, and keeping things organised. So the subscriptions have
been much more often a joy than a chore for me.
However...all good things must come to an end! Since I
moved to Stourbridge I find myself becoming more and more
involved in the myriad of community activities here, and I
just don’t have time to do both the editing and the subscriptions any more. So with the invaluable help of the Camphill
Correspondence Support Group, we have found the perfect
person who is looking forward to taking the subscriptions on.
Bianca Hügel also lives in Stourbridge. She is organised and
ordered. She is a warm, interested person who is clear-thinking and has many gifts and talents! She will start taking on the
subscriptions soon, although an exact ‘hand-over’ date hasn’t
been set yet. So don’t be too surprised when your emails or
letters start to be answered by Bianca instead of myself, and
soon you will see her name and number on the back cover
under ‘Subscriptions’.
I feel there are so many of you who have been sending your
renewal payments in for so long, you have become friends
even though I might pass you on the street and never recognise
you! But your names are etched in my consciousness as part
of my wider Camphill family. So I thank you for your years of
support and interest, and look forward to the Correspondence
continuing to go from strength to strength.
Warm wishes, Maria
Artist’s note: The paintings on the front and back cover are
painted by Deborah Ravetz. The starting point of her work is
often a response to words. She does not wish to illustrate the
words but to paint out of the feeling that the words evoke. A
sentence in a verse by Rudolf Steiner was the starting point for
these paintings. The sentence was, ‘What joy to see the human
spirit shining even when at rest’. If you wish to see more of
Deborah’s work look at the following two websites:
www.deborah.ravetz.org.uk    www.becomingaself.org
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Christian ideals in Camphill?
Angelika Monteux, Camphill Rudolf Steiner Schools, Scotland

T

he Mission Statement of Camphill Communities in
the UK states:
Camphill is inspired by Christian ideals as articulated
by Rudolf Steiner and is based on the acceptance of
the spiritual uniqueness of each human being, regardless of disability or religious or racial background.
This clearly describes a particular threefold organism
in which Christianity, anthroposophy and Camphill interweave to give life and expression to the ideals of the
Camphill movement and the Camphill community. This
has for many decades formed the basis and foundation
for our work, life and striving without being seriously
questioned.
There is, however, a growing interest in asking new
questions, searching for new energies, new structures,
new expressions of Camphill values and ideals. This has
to do with many changes of attitudes and perceptions
within Camphill and in the social, spiritual and political
environment it is part of, but is no doubt also coloured by
the fact that Camphill begins to move and expand from
being anchored in and formed by western and middle
European traditions into parts of the world where other
cultures, spiritual traditions and religions are alive.
I am aware that questions have been asked in the wider
movement, as for example at the International Board
Members Meeting, but also in other places in connection with new initiatives in eastern countries and their
religious background. For example:
“Can places in India be part of the Camphill movement
if they are not Christian, if their spiritual/religious life is
based on Hindu traditions?”
I know that many people agree that only places based
on Christianity can carry the name ‘Camphill’, but I
also know that many others are horrified that such a
question can even be asked. I am definitely one of them
and many questions have arisen in me when thinking
about this:
What is Christianity? What is our, your, my understanding of ‘Christ’?
I have been and continue to be inspired by the Christian
ideals as articulated by Rudolf Steiner which have helped
me to find my own, personal relationship to a Christianity
that is free of dogma, transcends the usual restrictions of
church-bound religion and to a universal, cosmic Christ
who is available to all human beings, as expressed by
St. Thomas Aquinas already a long time ago:
One may never have heard the sacred word ‘Christ’,
but be closer to God than a priest or a nun. (p. 126)
I am convinced that Camphill is in danger of becoming a
dogmatic, churchlike movement, restricted to old western values and traditions, more or less unfit for present
and future tasks and challenges if it does not open up to
new influences, new inspirations. Camphill was founded
by individuals full of energy, ideals and striving to create
new social and spiritual forms and activities – do we
really want it to become an inflexible establishment,
afraid of new energies, new ideas, unwilling to respond
to global challenges and needs?
There is, of course, a certain irony in calling energies
and spiritual traditions from the east ‘new’, as anthro-

posophy, even much of the language still used, is firmly
rooted in some of these very old traditions...
This worry about ‘non-Christian’ influences is to my
mind based on a very narrow understanding of the work
of Rudolf Steiner and also Karl König.
In 1965 Karl König wrote in a letter to the movement:
Curative work wants to become a worldwide activity,
so that the ‘threat to the person’ that is apparent
everywhere can be confronted in a helpful way. The
‘curative’ must find expression in any and every kind
of social work, in soul care, in the care for the aged,
in the rehabilitation of those who are mentally ill, and
those who are physically disabled, in the guidance
of orphans and refugees, of suicide candidates, of
the despairing, but also in Developmental Aid, in the
International Peace corps, and in similar attempts.
And:
Only the help from person to person – the encounter
of ego with ego – the becoming aware of the other
person’s individuality without inquiring into their
creed, world conception or political affiliations, but
simply the meeting eye to eye, of two persons creates
that curative education which counters, in a healing
way, the threat to our innermost humanity.
Is this sort of human encounter, this curative work, limited to the west and a so-called Christian civilisation?
In How Anthroposophical Groups prepare for the sixth
Cultural Epoch Rudolf Steiner (1915) says very clearly
that in future, religious beliefs will have to be an individual matter, resting with the individual in complete
freedom of thought and religious conviction – without
the pressure of collective dogma or belief structures.
He also speaks here about the fact that the old way of
forming groups or communities based on blood ties is
no longer valid or right for our time.
I wonder whether since then we have moved on and
that collective beliefs and untransformed traditions and
expectations are taking the place of blood relationships,
holding back or even preventing new developments in
Camphill?
In The Work of the Angels in Man’s Astral Body (1918)
Steiner says something very similar, namely that in future
there will be no more religious coercion, that in fact the
meeting of person to person will have a sacramental
quality. The only meaningful task of the churches will
be to become superfluous, because the Christ impulse
brings complete religious freedom.
Is there a danger that anthroposophy as well as Camphill could become a ‘church’? Have they already been
made into one?
I would like to quote some sentences from a message
I recently received from Mr. Vasant Deshpande. He is
the founder of Sadhana Village in Pune/India, inspired
by Camphill and anthroposophy, but also rooted in the
Hindu tradition:
In connection with the Ideals and Essentials of
Camphill: ‘Christianizing’ for most of us in old colonies brings about insane memories of the devious
practices of the old proselytes. When you insist on
the Christ impulse why not insist on the principles



The door is an image of
the threshold. It is the
threshold. It is both the
way from myself into
the world – the natural
world, the world of other people, the spiritual
world – and it is also
the barrier, that which
prevents me and protects me. The threshold
is an inner experience.
The barrier is within
myself. So is the way.
So is that which passes
through the door: light,
air, sounds, humanity. I
am the door.
The work Am the Door
was shown at Oxford
Brookes University as
part of the MA in Social
Sculpture which I am
undertaking. Later it was
shared at the Christmas
Festival of the Anthroposophical Society in
Stourbridge.
Peter Howe

of karma and reincarnation and extol the sources
they came from. Why do we underplay them in the
Essentials?
What we are most apprehensive about is the
perception of the Camphill movement becoming a
closed establishment, a church! Rudolf Steiner said
in good measure not to follow him blindly. Anthroposophy should go forward from where Steiner left.
It should be open, all inclusive, embracing the best
that has been thought and said. If you want Camphill
and anthroposophy accepted globally, you should
have a global vision; appreciate and embody the
best in other cultures and philosophies, as Steiner
tried to do.
Essentials are essentially bound by the milieu and
time-spirit that have engendered them. Ideals are
timeless.
These are our views in Sadhana and perhaps may
induce some discussions.
I want to challenge all of us in the so-called established,
‘Christian’ Camphill places to think about this and ask:
“Where is the Christ impulse alive? Where can I find and
experience it? How do I make it real in my actions?” If
it is only to be found in Bible Evenings, Services, regular Community meetings and creativity in celebrating
festivals – then most places I know cannot be called
‘Camphill’. So how can anyone say that a place where
there are regular religious/spiritual events full of devotion
and active engagement – although not ‘Christian’ – and
where the ideals of Camphill are vibrantly alive cannot
be a Camphill place?
Is it time to explore Camphill ideals and their meaning again? How can the Camphill Mission Statement
quoted above be given new life and meaning to enable
us to respond to the needs and challenges of now and
tomorrow?



Camphill’s biography has entered the phase
of karmic freedom which begins at the age of
63. A wonderful time of new possibilities to
explore and enter new dimensions, to begin
to work for the future, share gained wisdom
and enable and inspire others.
Do we want Camphill to miss this opportunity and become a hardened, judgemental,
bitter old person or one that radiates love,
acceptance and encouragement, attracting
young people and young impulses?
I feel that this question of new communities situated in different cultures and religions and their relationship to Christianity
is one that concerns all of us who want to
carry the Camphill impulse into the future.
It cannot be left to Board Members or Association meetings alone to engage in this
conversation.
It challenges all of us to think seriously
about what we mean by religion, Christianity and the Christ impulse and how each
one of us wants to relate to them and bring
them to life in our everyday work and human encounters.
Another poem by St. Thomas Aquinas:
We are fields before each other

How is it they live for eons in such harmony –
the billions of stars –
when most men can barely go a minute
without declaring war in their mind
against someone they know.
There are wars where no one marches with a flag,
though that does not keep casualties from mounting.
Our hearts irrigate this earth.
We are fields before each other.
How can we live in harmony?
First we need to know:
We are all madly in love
with the same God.          (page 129)
These are my views and questions and I hope very
much that this contribution may induce some lively
discussion!
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Angelika has been in the Camphill Schools in
Aberdeen since 1973. She has been a teacher and
housemother, and has done Youth Guidance work.
Since 1999 she has been involved in setting up
and delivering the BA Honours degree in Curative
Education in partnership with Aberdeen University.

A visit to Tomar in Portugal
Vivian Griffiths, Stourbridge, England

H

oliday visits can sometimes unearth gems of significance for Camphill people, and a visit to Portugal
last summer to the town of Tomar, 175km north east of
Lisbon, caught the eye. Was it the comment in the Rough
Guide to Portugal that the Knights Templar’s eight-sided
altar had ‘more of a feeling of the occult than Christianity’ that prompted attention?
Tomar was one of the headquarters of the Knights
Templar, also known as The Order of Christ. After formation to protect pilgrims and retake Jerusalem during
the Crusades, the Templars came to this mid Portugal
town to Christianise the country, then occupied by
many Moorish communities. This Islamic influence on
the Iberian Peninsula had the effect of Christians and
Islam people living side by side. The establishment of
the Knights Templar seems to have made a new balance
where spiritual strength gained from intimate knowledge
of earth energies, esoteric understandings and the passion to defend Christianity from all corners and to allow
pilgrims to have free access to the Holy Land made it
difficult for the Moors to remain. Battles seem infrequent,
and conversion by example and by inner strength of will
for the cause seem the order of the day.
So what remains in Tomar today and how do you experience the town with its Templar castle and church,
monastery, aqueduct and its remarkable little church lost
between an industrial estate, school and flats which is
dedicated to St Mary of the Olives?
When Guillaimme de Pais established the Portugal
Headquarters at the beginning of the twelfth century he
took with him, it is supposed, not only the designs of
the original Temple in Jerusalem but various artefacts of
spiritual Christian significance. His church with its eightsided altar where it is believed the Knights of the Templar
received Mass on horseback, was subsequently covered
with fifteenth century wooden panels with paintings, and
the more conventional Roman Catholicism of monastic
settlement took over. Yet the Templars’ influence is remarkable in its resilience. In Portugal the Templars found
a certain refuge after their rise to power. The Pope and
King Philip were eager to weaken their more esoteric
knowledge of Christianity (which was open to all who
wished to understand and moreover could be seen as
less hierarchical), which led to their suppression and
harsh treatment – hence an altar in a circle not a high
altar of ranks and privilege.
It was in Portugal that King Dinas disagreed with the
outright cruelty and barbarity to this distinguished Order
of Knights which was tearing France and Spain apart
with its killing and terror. He decreed the name to be
changed to the Order of the Christ and this new order
and its followers became the spiritual influence behind
the country’s explorations and empire building. The story
of the Order of Christ is perhaps a different chapter to
be understood in the light of Portuguese colonies, the
beginning of the slave trade and the meaning of the
wish that all should hear the gospel preached. For to
visit Tomar you are always unpeeling the subsequent
events and history of the town, putting aside the fifteenth
century architecture, the huge monastic buildings and
the country’s belated step into the Renaissance. What

you want to see – or find yourself seeing – are the clues
to a more original Christianity. The gravestones of the
Templar Knights were recently discovered with the mark
of the Pentagram (the symbol of the Solomonic Temple
of Jerusalem) on the stone coffins, recreated in Tomar in
the twelfth century and now revealing a more ‘esoteric’
Christianity symbol under the fifteenth century wooden
panels.
Yet it is as if a deeper knowledge wants to make itself
felt, one that through signs and wonders can make you
experience a Christianity that wanted to communicate
to subsequent generations a knowledge more hidden,
less susceptible to political corruption, human weakness,
and church hierarchy. You find yourself in a place cared
for by generations of people not in an outer ‘dress up
the altar’ way but as an inner source of strength which
had been protected for each generation to receive these
signs and wonders.
How does this show? You are certainly taken by the
church and the castle, the monastery and aqueduct.
It is on a grand scale but perhaps a more revealing
place is the Church of St Mary of the Olives – set in
the industrial suburbs of the town, with a full view of
the castle and monastery but well apart over the river.
Here the Knights Templar founder Guillaimme de Pais
was buried in 1118 and 22 knights were laid to rest
with him in a small Romanese church. At the nearby
watchtower which had been built in the ninth century
a cockle shell has been carved – the pilgrims sign
– and artefacts including a Madonna of the Milk and
a remarkable Madonna type stone sculpture with two
figures also are still present.
When the Templars were out of favour in the sixteenth
century the Knights were literally turfed out into makeshift graves by a King more in line with the Pope’s excommunication wishes. But he stopped short of removing
the Founder. Perhaps he knew what an unpopular move
that would be, and subsequent generations have been
returning items to the now enlarged church. A pentagram sign on a paved piece of the floor may have come
from a Knight’s grave. With the Madonna of the Milk,
the Christ Child taking milk from his mother’s breast
is held on the left, the opposite side – ‘the active’ side
of the sculpture instead of the more traditional passive
side on the right. Had an original come from Jerusalem?
And the other Madonna type statue which, if you will,
had all the hallmarks of a symbolic ‘two Jesus children’
Madonna, for the two infants in the arm of a remarkably
serene and beautiful Madonna figure had a king’s garment and peasant garment – the kings and the shepherds
displayed from the Matthew and Luke gospel stones in
symbol form and Mary carrying a more universal picture
perhaps from the Gnostic tradition.
Another symbol faintly etched on the floor was the
sign of the chalice – if not a Holy Grail image then a
pointer to it uncovered in a floor pattern. The church
itself repeatedly showed the number eight in numbers
of arches. The sign of the eight – the occult.
Perhaps the most revealing was the rose window on the
west side of the church with its Pentagram centrepiece.
No beautiful colours as in Chartres but a prominent



Front view of Santa Maria do Olival Church

feature surviving the ravages of church restoration as
the Pentagram figure had been removed as a heretical
sign by conventional religious hierarchies. Yet 150 years
ago it was returned to the church when the east wall
was restored.
All this sign and symbol might be a bit too much conjecture if it hadn’t been for two elements of the visit.
Firstly the caretaker who kindly showed the many different aspects of the church, a place of pilgrimage for the
many who have talked to him over 22 years of his job, is
obviously aware that something is going on in this church
which is a positive energy, giving people both peace and
well-being. He was a kindly man who had spent his life
on cruise ships and had met many kinds of people, so
he was open to the conjectures of academics, historians, theologians, astronomers and numbers experts and
maybe even anthroposophists. He had listened to some
very learned professors of archaeology. He was aware
of some of the more environmentally aware, spiritually
aware people who come to the church to listen and to
be at peace, to spend time, their hand on their chests
taking in the positive energies that emanated from the

surroundings of this remarkable building more sanctuary
than church. Indeed a crypt is known to exist.
The second element was taking place in the hot sun
outside. Professional archaeologists were busy uncovering graves – in full view were skulls and bones of those
who had been buried in the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries, presumably on top of the Knights Templar
knights buried underneath. The local council had
wanted a planting and landscaping scheme around the
church as part of a new bridge across the river and a
ring road. When they started digging up the surrounding
area random graves appeared and archaeologists were
called in before the scheme could be completed. What
they have unearthed has led to the conjecture that they
could find the twelfth century knights’ graves underneath
the sixteenth century graves. In 1942 a crypt was found
with a supposed tunnel under the river to the castle and
church but permission by the authorities to proceed with
excavations then was refused.
It remains an enigma, this little church of St Mary and
the Olives lost in modern building development with a
string of keys to a more esoteric Christian knowledge. It
also points back to early Christianity and forward to the
Rosicrucian that was kept by people who guarded this
knowledge at the times of great changes in the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries. In the website
www.caminandosinrumbo.com/portugal/tomar_olival
the Rose Cross is mentioned in relation to the Pentagram.
And there are clues to the ideal of to ‘Christianise’ – by
inner strength, by example or by knowledge – not by
force and suppression. We are dealing with a different
set of values here. This little church is a marking point of
the Templar Christianity looking back to the foundations
of Christ’s presence on this earth and what that means
in the healing earth sense, and forward to the guarding
of esoteric Christian knowledge which surprisingly is
available to all who seek this knowledge.
Vivian with Lesley are saying goodbye
to Camphill Houses Stourbridge in June and moving
to Cumbria to take holiday groups and to offer a bed.
They can be contacted on 01539 531003 and
viviangriffiths@talktalk.net

The sin of pride and the sin of self hatred:
the need to become bilingual in love and power
Deborah Ravetz, Stourbridge, England

N

o matter who we are or where we live and work, we
are faced with the question of our responsibility to
ourselves and to others. This could be called the question
of the individual and the community. This question led
me to read a book by Daniel Migliore, who describes
two kinds of sin. (see Bibliography). The first is the sin
of pride which refuses to limit the self and therefore
allows no space for others. This kind of self centeredness is something most people can recognize and see
as a problem. The second kind of sin is less discussed
and often not tackled. This is described as the sin of self
hatred where in negating ourselves we become passive
and obsequious, making something or someone else
responsible where we would have needed to respond
with our own mature self, either with our question or



our own point of view. Examples of these two kinds of
sin are then described directly from the Christian story.
Judas, whose act of betrayal was an act of aggression,
is described as embodying the sin of pride. The other
disciples on the other hand commit the sin of self negation or passivity because fear and cowardice cause them
to be silent or absent when they would have needed to
be visible and to speak.
Adam Kahane further elucidated this issue of the two
kinds of sin in a lecture I recently attended. Adam works
in some of the most challenging places in the world,
facilitating dialogue and transformation. He found a tool
with which to analyse the problems we face as human
beings trying to live and work together in the work of Paul
Tillich, who developed the idea of a polarity of love and

power in human life. Tillich was the theologian who most
directly inspired Martin Luther King. Put most simply,
love is the need to harmonize and power is the need to
realise the self in order to do one’s work. No one can
argue that these two forces are not essential. However
each also has its shadow. Their counter image – that is,
degenerate power and degenerate love – can be seen
most simply in the conventional family setting. There a
man goes out to work and devotes himself entirely to his
own self realization, neglecting the relationship with his
family and community, thereby making his self-realization hollow. On the other hand it is equally problematic
when the wife gives herself entirely to nurturing, forgetting her own self-realization and being oblivious to the
concerns of the wider world. Adam sees the source of
degenerate power in the fear of being hurt. Degenerate
love, on the other hand, is caused by the fear of hurting
others.
Adam Kahane’s words have some authority because of
his work, in which he facilitates conversations between
people who are totally at odds with each other in order
to find creative solutions. He says that he has come to
the conclusion that in order to solve tough problems
and to come to any kind of community, we all need to
become bilingual in generative power and generative
love, the opposites of the sin of pride and the sin of self
negation. He also says that to get to the bottom of any
dysfunctional social group, small or large, one often
needs to find the so-called ‘peacemaker’. Such peacemakers persistently try to close down processes because
they fear disruption and chaos. This is a problem because
transformation always needs to meet chaos and bear it if
it is to be fruitful. Adam’s work has lead him to the insight
that what is needed to solve tough problems is the heart
and the commitment to bear the chaos without running
away and to learn deep listening so that what one senses
is no less than the future coming towards us. (For more
information on the complex and beautiful processes
that Adam Kahane is involved in, see his book, details
of which are listed at the end of this article.)
These two issues bring to mind another polarity which
seems relevant. Goethe said that in the full flow of life
we develop our character and in silence and alone we
develop our gifts. It would be equally strange to say: I
want to develop my gifts and so I will give up developing
my character, as it would be strange to say: I will neglect
my gifts because I want to develop my character. The
responsibility to build our character and not to neglect
our gifts is surely the healthiest option. A balanced life
means that one’s work is sustainable because it is nourished from the wellspring which our gifts can be for us
when we care about them. The musical person must
have music, the lover of drama must have drama and the
green-fingered person must have plants. Life is miserable
without the element of play, whatever that may be for
a particular person. Equally someone who earns their
living by practising their gifts, whether this be music, art
or any other gift, becomes very one-sided if they are not
also connected in some way to the social life. I have a
friend who is a very committed painter but who works
with mountain rescue and in a community endeavour for
disadvantaged people in order to give something back
and to acknowledge his context within the community.
When I went to art school it was the fashion to say artists are so special they are allowed to behave badly. I

have met this in many other settings where an individual
was very good at something but absolutely antisocial.
People would excuse a heartless disregard for others
on the part of the gifted person by saying: ‘Oh well, he
is an artist, a genius, a special person.’ I suspect that as
the balance between our individual journeys and our
place in community becomes ever more important, we
will need to address destructive selfishness with more
penetrating insight than this cliché.
What of those who do not earn their living by their
gift but with some other kind of work? Often people
in that situation neglect their gifts altogether. They may
fear that they are only mediocre and shouldn’t bother.
They may then also believe that this rule applies to
everyone who is not going to take their place in the
great book of history. Another problem may be that
stopping work means facing oneself. A friend of mine
was a dedicated workaholic. At one point in his life he
was involved in a process of group bullying in a community setting. Some years later I asked him why he
had treated those people in such a harsh and vindictive
way. He looked at me with tears in his eyes and said,
‘They were just so happy!’ The bullied group did a lot
of practical work in the community, but they also did
a lot for the cultural life. This meant coping with their
own fear of performing or speaking in public. It also
meant needing to make complicated arrangements to
do justice to all their responsibilities. Workaholics,
unwilling to take themselves in hand and create a more
sustainable life, inevitably become tired and depressed.
Looking at the group who had met that challenge, my
friend felt resentment and a need to negate the very
thing he needed himself. Ironically, the purely practical
person can pull another weapon from their quiver and
accuse the more balanced person of having privileges
that they with their great burden must sacrifice. It is
bitterly ironic that someone’s inability to face their own
fears and do the work of creating a balanced life can
be elevated to a moral virtue to beat the rest who try
not only to work and rest but also to play.
Ever and again in my life, I have been told things that
I didn’t find convincing. For instance at university, I was
told that literature has no meaning because truth and
morality were relative. I myself read great literature for
one reason and one reason only: to find out how to be
human. The point of view of my professors, which was
backed by a powerful institution, left me feeling very
vulnerable. I asked myself who I was to think differently
from these great men and this old and powerful institution? Somewhere, however, despite my vulnerability, I
had some respect for my own soul. I neither agreed nor
disagreed; all I could do was keep my question, and
stay in a space where there was no solid ground, only
movement. In doing this I found that I couldn’t agree
with my teachers and so I was seen as a bad student.
I discovered then and in every other situation where I
kept my question, that it was hard not conform. One
was expected to accept and be happy.
Recently I was part of a group making art in a community. One of the texts we worked on was Ibsen’s play,
Peer Gynt. Peer Gynt meets the Button Moulder, who
comes to collect him to be melted down for buttons. Peer
Gynt protests – surely he deserves more, either heaven
or hell, but not mere oblivion. The Button Moulder tells
him that as a person who has been nothing but neutral



It is my experience that the times I have kept my
questions and not just conformed have made my
life very uncomfortable. However the times when
I did not, instead doing or supporting things that
I couldn’t truly understand or stand for made me
become institutionalized. I ceased to think and
live in a clear and transparent way. Instead I lived
by phrases rather than deeply held values. It is a
continual struggle to stay awake and not to fall
into the polarities of action or passivity but rather
to remain uncomfortable with only an unanswered
question. This is the place that Keats called ‘negative capability’. It is so important because if we can
stay there without fleeing or creating false answers,
the diamond of our very self can be forged. Peer
Gynt was a person who refused to do this work and
was so unrealised that he was nothing. This kind of
nothingness, this lost potential is what is exploited
by the forces who want to hurt and control humanity whether politically on the world scale, or in a
tiny social group like a community or a group of
colleagues. This kind of nothingness can make one
stand and do nothing in the face of wrong because
one has no personhood to discriminate and be active for the good. It turns out that becoming a self
is not just a personal matter.
Learning to live in process, learning to listen and
also to speak, learning not only to overcome pride but
also self negation; these seem to be some of the challenges
facing us. Process means times of great insecurity. Bearing
those times not once but over and over again in a single
life demands courage and commitment. I mentioned
earlier that Adam had discovered that at the root of every
dysfunctional social situation small or large one can find
the work of a so-called peacemaker. The peacemaker will
always try to shut down processes out of their fear that
the process will fail and end in chaos. This is the outcome
of the sin of self negation where the fear of process with
all its potential dangers, is called tolerance or love. In
fact this so-called ‘love’ is often no more than a refusal
to believe that we can find a common language which
is neither cliché nor conformity, but a celebration of our
differences turned to common goals, however unlikely
and dangerous this may at first seem.
There are two kinds of chaos. One is destructive and
comes out of pride and the will to control. The other
kind is the one I want to learn about and celebrate, to
give its beauty and fruitfulness a space. This second
kind of chaos is not destructive but creative. It is about
development and complexity. It demands a willingness
to forgo one’s own personal comfort for something
more important: a continual search for deeper and
more clearly-articulated truths that do not exclude but
include without demanding conformity. It demands of
us truthfulness and goodwill for each other as well as
for the earth and all its creatures.

The work
Portrait of
my Mother
was made
using a shed
door in the
garden of my
mother, who
is 95 and was
until recently
an active
gardener.
Peter Howe

it wouldn’t matter if he didn’t exist. Peer then asks how
he should have lived to avoid the Button Moulder. He is
told he should have lived his life intensely. His avoiding
the primary truth of life, that to find himself he must lose
himself, has made him mediocre rather than a glinting
button on the waistcoat of life. It is hard to encapsulate
in a few words what it means to find oneself by losing
oneself; to become through dying. I think it means that
one needs to search not for security and a quiet life,
but rather for the courage to live in process in a search
for the truth in all its complexity. This means giving up
beloved points of view when we see they no longer hold
water; it means rebuilding oneself and one’s relationship
with reality over and over again as one’s understanding
deepens and matures.
Joseph Beuys famously said that everyone is an artist.
I have recently discovered that he didn’t mean the word
‘artist’ in the conventional sense. He meant that everyone had a unique spirit which needed to be realized so
that they could be enabled to do their part in the great
work of transforming the earth. This relationship with
the deep self and the work of transforming the earth is
what he calls Social Sculpture. For Beuys, self realization and the doing of one’s life’s work was a work of
art. Making this work of art would mean taking oneself
and one’s responsibilities seriously, another thing that
takes courage. Adam Kahane began his lecture with the
following words.
For the past fifteen years I have focused my attention
on answering one question: how can we address our
toughest social challenges? Our two most common
ways of dealing with these challenges are the extreme
ones, war and peace. Either we push through what we
want regardless of what others want – but inevitably
people push back. Or we try not to push anything
on anyone – but that just leaves the situation as it is.
Neither of these things work, we need a better way:
a way beyond war and peace.
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Concerning the Our Father: The question of form and content
Andrew Hoy, Copake, United States

T

his prayer plays such an important role in the daily life
in Svetlana Village Community in Leningrad Oblast
that it seems appropriate to write about it. It is unique
as being the one prayer given by Christ and was offered
during The Sermon on the Mount.
The first observation that I wish to make is that the
prayer is not spoken out of myself alone, but on behalf of
many – by using the ‘we’ form instead of the singular ‘I’,
and so it does not contain a personal series of requests.
From this perspective I might consider it to have added
relevance – even the power to create a community as I
turn away from my purely personal requirements.
In his book on the Lord’s Prayer – Das Vaterunser
– Friedrich Rittelmeyer expressed the thought that it is
this prayer alone that unites all the various expressions of
Christianity in the world, that all the various creeds have
this one prayer in common. Such a thought is important
for our village community in that we can find ourselves
at one with the Russian Orthodox Church, which feels
itself united with the Russian people over against other
religious expressions.
Judith von Halle has gone one step further than this
observation by Rittelmeyer, in her little book with the
same title. Out of whatever inner experiences she has
had, she writes that this prayer reaches into the world of
those who have died – that it creates a bridge into the
spiritual world, uniting us with this world. In this way
it achieves one of its many objectives in turning to the
supersensible.
When I approach this thought from another direction,
I have to acknowledge that it is possible to recognise
this prayer when it is spoken in whatever language, on
account of its form and phrasing – even when heard for
the first time in that language. This is true for the opening
lines of Saint John’s Gospel – also called The Prologue
of Saint John, ‘In the beginning was the Word...’ and it
is true for the Foundation Stone Meditation. We have to
imagine, with such passages, that the mantric nature of
their form enters far more deeply into us than we may
suspect – even than their actual content, which may have
drawn us to them in the first place? Their form has the
rhythmic nature of a ritual and it is this that we recognise
even when we do not understand the individual words.
With this observation I can come closer to what Judith von
Halle has written with regard to those who have died. We
tend to undervalue form in relation to content.
In a well known lecture that he gave about The Lord’s
Prayer on January 28th, 1907, Rudolf Steiner addressed
the element of its form – the way that its seven petitions
relate to the sevenfold human being, our fourfold human nature and that which is as yet undeveloped and
lies as a potential to unfold in the future. He went so far
as to present these two elements of what is present in us
and what lies dormant in a geometric form, as a square
surmounted by a triangle. It gives the outer impression
of a simple dwelling. It is interesting that from this moment he began his architectural work, which could be
described as the humanising of buildings – of making
them more receptive as dwellings.
This architectural work began in response to outer needs
at Whitsun in 1907, when Rudolf Steiner was asked to

decorate the Hall in Munich where the Theosophical Congress was to take place. It reached a culmination with the
building of the first Goetheanum. It was at the foundation
stone laying of this building in 1913 that Rudolf Steiner
spoke the Lord’s Prayer in a new form – as if placing it
before us as a mirror. The forms of the building were to
speak to us in a humanising way, as if addressing not only
what expresses itself in us but also that which lies dormant,
so that we might also recognise something of our higher
self. I quote Rudolf Steiner’s own words from a lecture
given on September 21st, 1912 describing this quality:
Just consider the forms of our building; everywhere
the straight line is led into the curve, balance is sought;
everywhere the attempt is made to dissolve what is fixed
into a fluid element, everywhere rest is created out of
movement, but a rest that is again translated into movement. That is what is truly spiritual in our building. We
must, as people of the future, endeavour to create both
in art and in life, something where we may know; down
there is a tendency to make everything to become rigid
– up there is the tendency to waft everything away. And
so our building has achieved a state of equilibrium.
This thought is expressed even more succinctly with the
title given to that lecture, which was to the Johannesbau
Verein: ‘Und der Bau wird Mensch’ (‘And the building
[or temple] would become human’).
I might feel drawn to link such a description as the
above to the Greek sculptures of the classical period that
also reached towards what is eternal. In the few bronze
statues left to us we meet a person both at rest as well
as if in motion. We seem to be moving from space into
time and back again, thereby having an opportunity to
catch hold ourselves.
Within the first Goetheanum there was such an opportunity of ‘catching hold of ourselves’ – of recognising our
potential – that we may find in the Lord’s Prayer.
I can also link this aspect of form and the image we
have of ourselves with what Rudolf Steiner described
in the very first lecture of the curative course when he
spoke about hereditary illnesses. There he described that
what is outer in everyday life becomes our inner world
during the time between death and a new birth, when
we carry an image of the human form as our innermost
content until we are able to inhabit this form anew. In
turning to the element of form in the Lord’s Prayer, as it
becomes imprinted into us through daily repetition, we
find that we are extended even beyond Friedrich Rittelmeyer’s beautiful description that sought a unifying
element within Christianity, so that we are led into a
truly universal realm. We might notice that even though
Christ gave this prayer, His Name is not mentioned in the
prayer and its very quality ought to connect us to other
religions so that, with it, we confirm our humanity.
With these very simple thoughts I recognise that I have
merely scratched the surface of a theme that is central
to the theme of the Holy Grail – where an outer search
is connected with an inner transformation and where
the interplay occurs between space and time – but that
is all that I wanted to do.
Andrew is one of our senior Camphillers who has
worked in Camphill in Britain, Russia, and the United States.



Human death and nature’s response (IV)
Compiled by Friedwart Bock, Camphill Rudolf Steiner Schools, Scotland
Earlier articles on these phenomena appeared in Camphill Correspondence
January/February 2002, September/October 2004 and March/April 2006
Rudolf Steiner, in a lecture held in Dornach,
23 March 1923, GA 222:
It would be a definite advance if men would not merely
talk about the weather being good or bad, for that is
very abstract; rather if they would again reach the stage
of remembering when relating an incident what kind
of weather was experienced, what natural phenomena
were connected with it. It was, for instance, as follows
at the time of Kaspar Hauser’s death: the sun was setting on the one side while the full moon was rising on
the opposite side.
At death we experience an expansion and a uniting with
the other sphere, while at birth there is an in-gathering
of the ether while the spirit-soul begins its incarnation.
Novalis, the German poet, was born on 21 May 1772.
On this day there was an eclipse of the sun while Mars
and Saturn formed a special constellation. In his novel
Heinrich von Ofterdingen, Novalis writes, ‘It may well
be true, that a special constellation is part of the event
of the birth of a poet.’ (1800).
Marta Heimeran, 23 November 1957, Nuremberg: The
first snowflakes of the year were tumbling down silently
to the earth, while Marta’s beloved soul was leaving its
earthly body. The gentle flight of the white snowflake stars
was a greeting from above waving a loving farewell. Then
we heard the flapping of wings; a light-coloured pair of
pigeons settled down on the windowsill near her head. Was
it a farewell or a wish to join the procession? We had seen
the pigeons on a few occasions in the garden.
When Gerda Blok died on 18 September 2007, many
friends travelled to be at her funeral. After the cremation
a magnificent rainbow stood in the sky seen by all. ‘The
symbol of making connections in community building’,
wrote Deborah Ravetz in her obituary on Gerda.
Irmgard Lazarus wrote: February 1, 1943 was Dr Frommer’s
cremation in London. In the evening there was hail,
thunder and lightning. I think his death day was also the
49th day of his birth.
Lars Henrik Nesheim died peacefully in Vidaråsen at 6.15
in the evening of 5 August 2007. In the small hours of the
night there was thunder and lightning, indeed a rousing
call from on high.
The cremation of Paul Bay was on 19 May 1952. The first
part of the funeral service was in the newly built Chapel in
Newton Dee, designed by Paul Bay. Then all went to the
Crematorium in Aberdeen. While waiting for the Crematorium chapel to be opened, a sudden thunderstorm began,
although it was foggy and cold. Roger H. asked me, “What
does this thunderstorm mean?” I replied, “It has to do with
the funeral. The Heavens open to receive him now.” (From
Irmgard Lazarus’s diary and from a letter by Anke Weihs.)
The story of Oscar was widely reported by the Press in
2007. Oscar, the tom cat, lives in a care home on Rhode
Island. The patients are terminally ill and Oscar will always



jump on the bed of the patient who is closest to death.
Oscar alerts the staff of the care home by his action though
some of the patients may not notice anymore. Oscar senses
the loosening of the patient and is drawn to it, bringing
solace in the final hours of a long life.
Heidi Vetter writes: When my husband had breathed his
last breath I felt the need to go outside under the open sky
to experience the light, the air and perchance to see the
morning star. I stood outside and saw how the sun had
just cleared the eastern horizon. I jubilated because Suso
had gone exactly at sunrise. My gaze went in the direction of the zenith and there stood the last quarter of the
moon exactly in the south, and just between the sun and
the moon a large bird, a buzzard, flew upwards and was
lost soon from sight as it grew smaller and smaller. I sent
my farewell upward with this bird.
Andrew Joiner was an expert in reed-bed systems and flow
forms. His final illness led him back to Botton Village and
the care he needed. There are herons and other wildlife in
the valley where he had built a reed-bed drainage system for
the village. These herons came flying around Hazeldene, the
house where Andrew lay, and were seen at his window quite
often – aware of him as it were, and bidding him farewell.
Andrew died in Botton on 9 October 2008. A gigantic
dark cloud invaded the sunny morning and covered the
whole dale. Just then the local minister had come to speak
the Lord’s Prayer for Andrew while he passed away. Suddenly the cloud lifted and floated away, bathing the whole
village in gentle sunlight. It was then that Andrew could
ascend into the sphere of light.
At the end of the first part of Heather Cais’s funeral service
on 28 July 2006 in St Martin’s, Cairnlee, a black and white
cat watched the coffin carried on its way, while oyster
catchers called from above.
The day of Morwenna Bucknall’s death, 27 October 2008,
began with Mercury and the fine de-crescent moon rising
before the sun at 5.45 am and Saturn already high in the
southern sky. The first frost formed and later in the day it
snowed – very unusual for this time of the year. Morwenna
died at 1.25 pm and after this the sky was blue and the
air still.
Duncan’s urn was interred at Belhelvie on 25 September.
A robin sang beautifully in a tree close by.
Outside the hospital window in Aberdeen seagulls were
soaring and wheeling all day. In the week before Markus
arrived, one of them perched on the edge of the roof outside
the window every day. For Muriel, his mother, it meant that
it knew Markus was near, coming soon. On St John’s Day
1967 he arrived. Less than a year later he lay ill in Camphill Lodge and seagulls seemed to be around the house
all the time, especially in the mornings. After the funeral
in the chapel in May 1968, we drove across the bridge to
Maryculter and a whole flock of gulls which had perched
in the field arose together, en masse – silently.

After my sister Gundhild’s cremation in January 2008 we
saw half a dozen parrots in a tree outside the crematorium, carrying on a loud conversation. They had escaped
from the local zoo and had come to pay their respects. A
magnificent rainbow stood over the cemetery when we
interred her urn a few days later.

Heron Hall, but these birds had rarely been seen of late. In
the evening at 8.00 on 28 March 2006, Faith passed away.
A few days later, arriving at the crematorium, an enormous
hail shower greeted her friends as they disembarked from
their coaches. They felt Faith was teasing them; it was so
fitting that they had to laugh.

Traudel H. writes: My aunt Inge had a great love for birds.
She was especially fond of storks and made me drive her
many times to the neighbouring village where storks had
built a nest on a telegraph pole. We never saw any storks
in our own village. The day after my aunt’s cremation at
87 in June 2008, I sat on the balcony and spotted what I
thought was a glider. Then I saw it was a bird which descended slowly; it was a stork. After a short time a second
and third stork joined and the three began to circle above
our house, forming a figure of eight. After about five minutes they flew off.

After Cathy von Stein’s funeral service on 7 November
2007, a pigeon flew from the woods and circled once over
the crematorium before it flew back to the trees.

On Faith Brosse’s death day Michael R saw a heron rising
from an open field. Close to Faith’s house another heron
rose from the garden behind. In the early afternoon he saw
a heron again rise from a nearby pond. Herons were once
common in Clanabogan and the village’s hall was named

Gisela Schlegel’s funeral took place at Maryculter on 17
December 2008. A gentle rain fell and the air was still.
During the burial service a small skein of wild geese flew
over, heading north and calling softly. Soon they were lost
from sight in the mist.
In your nature observation
One and all want equal station.
Nothing’s inside, nothing’s outside.
For the inside is the outside.
Grasp without procrastination
Patent-occult revelation.
Goethe

The stars: St Johns’ Tide 2009
Hazel Straker, Coleg Elidyr, Wales

T

here are no conspicuous star events to mark out Ascension, Whitsun, and Corpus Christi. Comparatively short
nights do not lend themselves to star gazing although Venus
and Jupiter are visible as morning stars in the eastern sky
before sunrise. Saturn, still before the Lion until August, is
visible most of the night. We could perhaps look forward
to a special event on July 22. Then there will be a total
Sun eclipse; because of the Sun being at his furthest and
the Moon at her nearest to the Earth, it will be the longest
eclipse of the twenty-first century (62 minutes). Totality will
only be visible in India, China, south Japan and finishing
over the Pacific. The Sun will be near the center of the
constellation of the Crab, near the small cluster of stars
called the Beehive. In Norse mythology this constellation
bears the living memory of the Twilight of the Gods when
the Bifrost Bridge, between Asgard and Midgard, was destroyed. The only surviving God was Vida, the Silent Asir,
who then went on to overcome the Fenris Wolf. Vida has
now become the Archangel of the Sun in Michael’s place
with whom he works closely, with and for the Christ. (We
have mentioned him before in Camphill Correspondence
May/June 2008). The Sun eclipse can remind us of Vida’s
constant presence and support.
Not visible but seeming to sound out on St Johns’ Eve,
the Sun and Pluto look across to each other in the Twins
and Archer constellations. This is two days after the solstice
marking out the shortest night for those living in the northern
hemisphere. The Sun has just moved into the Twins and
Pluto recently entered the Archer region after a long sojurn
before the Scorpion. St Johns is the only one of the main
yearly Christian festivals to be dedicated to human beings.
(Pluto is no longer termed a planet by the astronomers but
I continue to look to a spiritual being manifesting through
him). I say the St Johns because Dr König researched this
matter deeply over many years and came to the conviction
that June 24 celebrated the birth of John the Baptist and the
death of John the Divine. These two Johns played a vital part
in the beginning and end of Christ’s three years of ministry

on Earth. June 24 has long been celebrated with the element
of fire as a cleansing element in the evolution of mankind
but we must always ask ourselves what else needs to be
added in this present time?
It seems to me that we need to live ever deeper into the
process of the powerful events, deeds of Christ, through
Easter, Ascension, and Whitsun to Corpus Christi to be able
to raise our conscious awareness of the true aim of humanhood. The Greek temples in earlier times had representations
of the Archer or Centaur portraying the transforming of our
lower nature and aiming at true manhood. Paul was able to
express what the disciples had also come to experience as
‘By the grace of God I am what I am and this grace which
fills me as a power has not remained without fruit. I have
taken more pains than others, yet it was not I but the grace
of God who was active in my work’ (Corinthians I 15:10.
Rendering by Jon Madsen).
We all have this power through the deed of Christ but it
bears with it the increasing responsibility to take an ever
more active part in the process of evolution. Again Dr König
has given us an example. He has taken two lectures of Dr
Steiner and transformed them into wonderful imaginations
in a play. His St Johns’ Play pictures our relationship to the
whole cosmos and our task within it.
Ringing, singing, intertwining
in a glorious symphony
Let not our singing hearts grow old
and our conscience fire cold
Hear the winging Spirit’s Word;
Ringing, singing, ringing, singing.
October 28/29 1921, Dornach

Hazel has lived in Camphill in Coleg Elidyr for many years
and has made the study of the stars her life’s work. She
writes an article for the Correspondence every second
issue, informing us of the starry movements for the relevant
months and how they might relate to our own lives.



Obituaries
Gisela Schlegel – more memories
This article continues with Gisela’s life story.
The first section, in the last issue of the Camphill
Correspondence, describes her life until coming to
Camphill at the age of 25.

Gisela Schlegel,
Camphill nurse and friend to many
Part Two: Gisela’s life in Camphill

I

n the community Gisela had found entry to a new
country, a new language – albeit an inner country and
an inner language, so it did not matter so much that she
left once more at Easter in 1951 to go back to nursing
in a hospital near Stuttgart. Destiny would soon bring
her back! In September of that same year she already
returned to Heathcot. It was there that our paths crossed,
and from that time onwards we remained friends. Working with the cerebral palsied children quickly became
a common meeting ground, utterly fulfilling. Here she
encountered James Embleton, a very ill child with an
extremely large head which he was unable to hold up
when sitting. Maybe James was destined to become a
turning point in Gisela’s life.
In music, the word ‘pivot point’ is a technical expression used for a note around which to modulate to another
key. Soon Dr König designed this other key, saying that
a house in a more southern climate needed to be found
if James and the other children with cerebral palsy were
to thrive, and that this house would need two nurses to
accompany Tilla König to lead it and create a new centre.
Thornbury Park near Bristol came into view, Gisela and
Ilse von der Heide would go. Gisela agreed, as long as
‘her’ James would go along to join the venture.
From 1952 onwards, ‘the Park’ was prepared, and on
October 4 of that year the opening of a formal nurses
training was inaugurated. This also happened to be the
date of the 100th anniversary of Emil Schlegel’s birth
(1852–1934) and Dr König delighted in the fact that his
enlarged photo should be in the care centre. A certain
destiny circle had rounded for Gisela with this event.
Twelve children arrived, many coming from Heathcot.
A new life with Mother König began to unfold – her little
Buddha statue planted firmly in the centre of the garden!
A new impulse that had long been prepared was struggling to manifest in Thornbury.
For Gisela the nurses training was a short-lived hope
and joy. Other children needing more education than
care came to Thornbury. Gisela slipped a disc while
lifting James, and together with other circumstances,
the training could not be followed up. Eventually Gisela
moved to Thornbury House to be the nurse for thirty
children living there, with Gerda and Jens Holbek as
the houseparents.
In 1958, Karl König called her back to Camphill asking
her to be the housemother of Camphill House. “I can’t
combine being a housemother with being a nurse!” was
Gisela’s reply. “You can if you say yes!” was his answer.
(Karl König knew us better than we did ourselves, Gisela
said). She said “yes!”
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Camphill House turned out to be a positive, if difficult
schooling during the next four years, preparing Gisela
well for the task that lay ahead in Murtle. “Dealing
with the authorities, with all the parents of the children,
becoming a council member of the schools, writing
reports and being a service holder were great tasks for
me. In retrospect I would never miss this wonderful time
in my life.”
Karl König wrote to her parents: ‘Gisela is courageous.
She carries a good section of the work we are endeavoring to accomplish here!’
In order to test her capacity to ‘be with it’, destiny
called Gisela out of this intense period: Gisela’s parents
needed assistance and she went to help them. She had to
resolve to find an old people’s home for them, but had to
leave again with her mother in hospital; the most difficult
deed Gisela ever had to do. Circumstances resolved in
the end, but it was a real test.
Another challenge was that Dr König wanted Gisela
to call together all the nurses in the movement before
the opening of the Hall in September 1962 in Murtle.
She was just facing the daunting task of being the housemother of St Andrew’s House and the nurse in Murtle,
but she was ‘with it’ and the nurses conference turned
out to become a cornerstone for re-enlivening a nurses
training for the future! Again, without her inner mobility
and enthusiasm such deeds could not be achieved.
Much humour and lightness was needed for what lay
ahead in Gisela’s step to be the Matron and the nurse in
Murtle House, a moment in time when the focus of the
entire Camphill movement was directed at Murtle. The
Hall of Memory and Conscience was opened at the end
of September 1962 (Karl König’s 60th birthday). Seven
Camphill movement conferences followed bringing
friends from many countries to Murtle, which was the
chief accommodation centre.
Within Murtle House there was a significant change
when Thomas suggested developing a house community
with children of varied ages and needs, building on the
experience of mutual help.
A kindergarten found its home there. The idea of the Six
Circle Organisation was born through taking in one or
two young people from a borstal, then through subsequent
camps for the Camphill children together with the young
offenders: Gisela, Marga Schnell, Bernd and Kahren Ehlen
and Anke Weihs being central to that impulse.
If, like myself, anyone had witnessed Gisela at that time
from close quarters, with her many involvements – being
socially at the centre, not only of events at Murtle House
but also of the whole estate, one can understand the
hesitation she felt when it was suggested that she should
take on St Devenicks, a much smaller house. In addition
she was to be the central nurse to all the houses. However she followed the call in 1971 and who could have
foretold that her ‘reduction’ would become a growth
node for an expansion into new dimensions? For the next
twenty nine and a half years, (which is a Saturn cycle!)
she could at last develop and unfold her true calling to
begin a nurses training out of new principles and make
St Devenicks a place of caring and healing for people

from the whole movement. She enumerated well-known
people who died in St Devenicks or nearby under the
care of Camphill nurses. Gisela was grateful to the Spirit
powers that allowed her such a special task. (Thomas
Weihs, 1983, Stephan Elmquist 1983, Julia Rosenthal
1986, Trude Amann 1987, Anke Weihs 1987, Hermann
Gross 1988, Stephanie Blitz 1988, Trude Gross 1991,
Elisabeth Schlegel 1995, Paul Allen 1998 and Marie
Korach-Blitz 2002).
Two decisive developments need special mention: in
1972 Gisela was asked to be one of the five Principals
that took over from Thomas Weihs who had been Superintendent for the Camphill Rudolf Steiner Schools
since 1955. We (Henning, Friedwart, Jens and myself)
needed her mercurial and mitigating female element
for the awesome task that lay ahead. Gisela fulfilled her
role most eminently, while at the same time she always
doubted that she could be a Principal.
The other decisive development was the start of a
formal nurses training in St Devenicks. It was a two
year course beginning with the tutors Gisela, Margrit
Schallberger and Pat Mortimer. The first course began
in 1973, eleven years after Dr König gave his advice
in the 1962 conference and twenty one years after the
Thornbury Park founding of the first unfinished training
– many years of a history of Gisela’s ‘hopes and fears’.
The capacities of inner movement, of ‘being with-it’
and most of all enthusiasm, are Michaelic qualities
which she took along her Raphaelic mission of help
and healing. She did it with others, in varying groups
and not alone!
One of the many fruits of the nursing impulse was the
founding of Simeon Care for the Elderly in 1983 by Ursula
Schroeder, Steve and Mirjami Lyons with the support of
Dr Nick Blitz. The Camphill School could free Whithorn
and Caranoc next to Cairnlee House and St Martins Hall
to give the physical home for sixteen beds for the elderly.
Judith Jones who had lived with Gisela both in St Devenicks and Heather Dee, worked in Simeon in her nursing
profession, and Gisela had actively accompanied this
new much needed centre of care. Looking back later she
writes: ‘That Judith and I moved to Simeon at the same
time was a special destiny; not that this would have been
planned by us! Unexpectedly I got a resident’s place at
Simeon just at the same time that Judith was free to come
back from accompanying her mother until she died. Our
friendship continued, now with Judith as the nurse and
carer, and I being the resident!’
On the third Advent Sunday 2008, the priest of the
Christian Community, Sabine Hans Lakeman, administered the Extreme Unction. How very special to experience the heightened consciousness gained in the
immense pain in Gisela’s last years, the awakeness with
which she received the last anointing one hour before
her death. At her death there were five friends in the
room with her; a priest, a nurse (Judith), a doctor (Stefan
Geider), Norma and myself, who felt chosen by her so
that we could witness how her unwavering eyes were
directed to a place where others already stood welcoming her. And so she remained, looking, long past any
physical signs of life, looking into the Spirit.
At special moments of conversation, Gisela would
intersperse; “what is the meaning of incarnating so near
to the time of the Foundation Stone event of 1923/24 in
Dornach – coming to earth through the sphere of those

A meal together (Gisela far right)

cosmic words Rudolf Steiner brought to earthly expression?” We can divine that it was a grace. And it was a
grace to us that we could have such a human being as
Gisela, ‘the shining one’ amongst us in our work and
in our striving.
Christof-Andreas and Norma Lindenberg,
Beaver Run, United States

For Gisela
Our love may follow you,
Soul, that liveth in the spirit,
That beholds your earthly life.
And thus gazing, knows itself as spirit.
And what appears to you through thinking
As your self in the land of souls,
May accept our love,
So that we may feel ourselves in you,
So that you may find in our souls
That which lives with you in faithfulness.
(Verse by R. Steiner)
Although I knew that Gisela was not well and had suffered a great deal over the last years and months, when I
was told that Gisela had died, I was unable to grasp this.
Through out the next days which led up to her funeral,
something had irretrievably changed. Gisela was not any
more with us on this earth, in this life as we know it.
I tried to accompany her and the friends that were able
to be with her at the end on her way to Maryculter, up
to the open space, the cemetery. There I had been also
for the funeral of Thomas Weihs together with Anke – a
beautiful place, overlooking the Dee Valley; a place
where also many of the children had been put to rest.
There Gisela would join her mother and especially Thomas and Anke, whom she had so loved. They would, no
doubt, be awaiting her and give her a wonderful, loving
welcome ‘on the other side of life’.
I have known Gisela for all my Camphill life. At the age
of 18 in 1951, I became her helper in Heathcot House,
in the baby nursery. Gisela was 27 years old. Gisela was
so connected with James Embleton, a child with a huge
head and very fine senses. Gisela was a devoted nurse
and this caring quality was needed for these very handicapped children in the baby nursery. Janet McGavin was
Matron and Carlo Pietzner was Principal. It seems a very
long time ago; a life time ago!
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In winter

Many people have written about Gisela’s caring devotion, but she was also full of fun and the joy of life. I still
have a photo of Gisela on a sledge in the snow, enjoying
herself thoroughly from these times. It was the time when
Britain still had rations, and I recall that we were given a
slender bar of chocolate occasionally, which was a great
treat. However, we also longed for some more sweets!
So Gisela and myself went to Stonehaven, a small town
at the sea and bought lots of little cakes with icing on
them and ate them with glee!
Our ways parted for several years, while Gisela was
chosen to be part of the Nurses Training in Thornbury.
However, in the 60s, we worked together again as the
team responsible for Camphill House, where Dr. König
and Alix lived too. It was the time when Dr. König gave
the responsibility for the big houses to groups of two
or three younger people. In this capacity Gisela and
I worked together. We had a house full of younger
children, some of them quite disturbed and difficult,
including my Class 1 at the time.
Here as well as later in Murtle House I see Gisela most
clearly in the Treatment Room, with the trolley on which
were all the necessary things to bandage, to heal etc. We
worked together there for four years. Gisela was Matron
and I was teacher.
Many of us will know the special quality of devotion
which Gisela had, devotion to the highest as well as the
simplest things of daily life. She was always cheerful and
always caring. We had wonderful years there together
and many co-workers at the time. Also times with Alix,
sitting at precious evenings together; sometimes at a bath
tub, sometimes in the kitchen, just conversing about
many deep and also joyous things.
To be in charge of the house in which Dr. König lived
was a unique task! Things had to be perfect! We worked
together well. Gisela had the main responsibility, but
we discussed everything together. It was the time when
Dr. König called on small groups of younger co-workers
to take on responsibility for the large houses with up
to 30 to 40 children in them. The first generation had

12

been set free to take on the leadership in the growing
movement.
We met again and worked together when Gisela took
on the responsibility for Murtle House. A huge house
at the time! There were large nurseries with about six
children in them and classes up in the schoolhouse had
24 to 29 children in them. Somehow things were very
different at that time.
Gisela loved her work! I recall especially Julia
Rosenthal, a very handicapped young girl who needed
total care, which Gisela gave her so devotedly. She too,
I imagine, was there to greet Gisela, as she ascended.
It was a big step for Gisela when she decided to give up
Matronship for Murtle House. She had meantime been
asked by Thomas to join the group of Principals, who
were responsible for the whole of the Camphill Schools
in Aberdeen. A huge human task.
When I left for South Africa in 1971 Gisela moved
into St Devenicks, the house which I vacated, in order
to give her all to the Nurses Training and care for the
frail elderly. Gisela visited us in South Africa. She spent
some time in each of the centres and we were able to
have a wonderful week together at the Indian Ocean,
which she loved! At times we had less ongoing contact,
but Gisela was always there.
Gisela had a deep love and admiration for Thomas
and Anke, who were her neighbours for many years
and who came for lunch to her house regularly. It was
Gisela who nursed Anke and accompanied her to the
end. This was a very precious time for Gisela, which she
wrote to me about in detail. Anke too, will have been
there to welcome her.
Gisela was light on the way for so many! a faithful
friend! an example of a selfless life!
For the last six years we were again in ongoing contact
by letters. Gisela accompanied the troubles I encountered and gave assistance towards making support for
me possible from Camphill Scotland. She initiated an
existential, financial life saver indeed for which I am
so very grateful. I mention this only because it is part
of the characteristic of Gisela to be there when her
help was needed, not only in thoughts and concern,
but in deed.
From her last home in Simeon, where she was grateful
to be, and surely also was a wonderful member of that
community, Gisela wrote to many. She was a kind of
human centre for many of us all over the great Camphill
movement. She took an intense interest, right to her last
days, in many people’s lives and also in some of my
concerns about a person I care for whom she had met
in South Africa, and gave ongoing assistance to us. I am
so grateful to her. At times she could hardly speak over
the phone; she suffered, but never complained and accepted all she was given to endure. Even then her love
and care reached worldwide.
It is an immense privilege to have known and worked
together with Gisela for so many years. It is very hard
to fathom that she is gone from us. But, ‘Our love may
follow’ her indeed, full of gratitude and hope and trust
in her ongoing life in the land of soul and spirit together
with many of her friends, who have gone ahead. We will
meet again, and she will be there.
I thank you dear Gisela, dear friend.
Karin von Schilling, Johannesburg, South Africa

Julia Marshall

J

ulia Marshall died peacefully on January
Julia’s life centred on music. Once she had
18, after a short severe illness. She was
learnt the discipline of regular practice she
fifty years old. Julia came to Hapstead Vildeveloped her play to such an extent that
lage in 1980, along with other friends from
she could give recitals. She played in HapBotton and became one of the first villagers
stead, in other Camphill places, in homes for
in this then new venture. She had been in
the elderly and in little concerts arranged by
Botton since she was eighteen years old,
friends. The highlight of her music life was
after having spent most of her turbulent
a concert tour in Ireland, where she played
childhood in various institutions.
in several Camphill homes.
Julia was blind from birth. She had learnt
Julia was a generous person, loyal to her
to cope with her blindness to an admirable
friends whose birthdays she never forgot
degree and could in this respect be almost
and honoured with cards, letters and
totally independent. Yet it was very difficult
presents.
for her to come to terms with her anxieFor the last few years of her life Julia lived
ties, obsessions and resulting behaviour
in a home in Paignton. Her funeral was
problems, and this created challenging situattended by her family, some of us from
2008
ations for all who lived with her. NevertheHapstead and by her new friends from the
less, Julia made many faithful friends in her life. When
Paignton home. There was light, laughter and music and
she was happy she radiated such joyfulness and charm
warm-hearted contributions to accompany her into her
that she made strong impressions on all who met her.
new existence.
She touched many hearts with her piano playing.
Ardie Thieme, Camphill Devon, England

Remembering Eva Goetz and her deep devotion to eurythmy
A personal appreciation
John Nixon, Glencraig, Northern Ireland

W

hen word came through that Eva Goetz had died
last summer on June 18 at the age of 87, this news
was not so unexpected for me. I had known she had
been in failing health in =recent years, often not able
to receive visiting friends. But it did take me by surprise
to realise that her colourful personality would no longer
be with us on this side of the threshold.
I first met Eva in Steiner House nearly thirty years ago.
I was working in the little Treasury office that used to be
on the ground floor, when I had to go to the back of the
Hall for some reason. It was rehearsal day for the London
Eurythmy Stage Group and as I approached one of the
dressing rooms I gradually became aware of an aroma
nearby. Then I noticed in a small kitchen some one was
cooking at a stove, wholly preoccupied in her task. She
was wearing flowing, exotic robes and the food had the
scent of eastern promise. I was certainly struck by this
my first encounter with Eva.
I was later to learn that she herself was a eurythmist and
had trained in Dornach after the war, having grown up
in difficult circumstances in Germany to a Jewish mother
and German businessman father. In due course she
came to London where she met Marguerite Lundgren,
director of the London School of Eurythmy, to whose
artistic impulse she became fully committed. This lead
to her involvement with the Stage Group in whatever
capacity help was needed. She devoted herself to this
work and it was clear that in Marguerite she had found
her true teacher.
Our own paths crossed again after I had begun the
Speech School training, which was also taking place
in the House. It was in my fourth year that I met Eva in
her professional capacity as a eurythmy therapist. I had

reached a point in my life, highlighted by the training,
where some deep-rooted soul issues needed addressing and Eva was the one to help. In the first six months
of 1983 I came to weekly curative eurythmy sessions,
where not only did Eva guide me through a sequence
of exercises that were of lasting benefit but she also
met me in a way that was both upholding and affirming
as well as challenging and often uncomfortable. What
shone through especially was how she worked fully out
of anthroposophy in her practice of eurythmy as a path
towards health and well being.
What happened next was very important for both of
us. Eva had a great store of poetry collected over the
years from sources far and wide, and she was looking
for someone to be her speaker. I was just out of my
training looking for opportunities to gain experience. So
we began to work together and how we enjoyed this.
We did our first little performance in Delrow College,
where Eva had first come as a eurythmist in 1963 and
where I had just begun my own speech work in 1984.
Her poems included one by Kathleen Raine and two by
Laurie Lee, the great passage on Love in The Prophet by
Kahlil Gibran, and three special ones from the Indian
poet Rabindranath Tagore – one of these is so beautiful,
haunting and Michaelic that I include it here in tribute
to Eva.
Lord, I love
The peace that dwells in the rice-fields
Stretching to the farthest horizon,
The sound that echoes
In the clear light of the Blue,
The charm that plays rippling music
In lonesome river-banks.
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My hut is enfolded in winds, sky and light,
In content, joy and happiness.
Yet when thy Messenger comes with the Call,
Give me the strength to throw all away,
And accept joyfully the burthen of thy work
Through death and suffering.
When I think back to the performances which Eva and I
gave, I now realize our little outings were often a reaching
out with eurythmy to places which otherwise would have
had little or no contact with it. In one direction, through
Eva’s friendship and involvement with the White Eagle
Lodge, we showed our work in their beautiful hall at
Kensington in London and at their centre in Hampshire.
I was truly impressed by how warmly we were received
in each place and what a bond Eva had made there, with
eurythmy so welcomed. Ireland had also begun to appear,
with Yeats and The Fiddler of Dooney to give an iambic/
anapaestic lift to any eurythmist’s heart, while I managed
to throw in Seamus Heaney’s Lovers on Aran.
Years later when I was in Ireland again myself I would
often think of Eva with a deep sense of gratitude for our
times together, for who she was and for how she carried
herself in life. She confronted any situation directly and
when she asked how you were she really meant it and
wanted to know. This could be disturbing for some, but
for me it was just what I needed. I also came to know
and love her sense of humour and her sheer joy in being alive. I think this will stand her in good stead now
working from the other side of the threshold.

In closing I would like to include a poem that Eva happened to bring along one day, as if out of the blue. It is
by another Irish poet, one very little known, though she
had been a friend of Yeats in her youth growing up in
County Sligo. It speaks of the elusive mystery of being
and becoming, pointing to the hidden potential that lies
within things waiting to be given shape and form. And
we might also see how it relates to our own common
striving as human beings where only the passing of time
may tell what each one of us is capable of achieving.
Form
The buried statue through the marble gleams
Praying for freedom – an unwilling guest,
Yet, flooding with the light of her strange dreams
The hard stone folded round her uncarven breast.
Founded in granite, wrapped in serpentine
Light of all life and heart of every storm,
Doth the uncarven image, the Divine
Deep in the heart of each man wait for form.
Eva’s funeral service took place at the White Eagle
Lodge and in October many friends gathered at Delrow
for a lovely celebration of her life in words, music and
eurythmy, after which her ashes were interred in their
Memorial Garden.
Thank you, dear Eva, for being who you were and
becoming for me as for so many others such a faithful
friend.

Other friends who have died
Anne Marie Newton died Sunday 19 April in her room
in Simeon Care for the Elderly, Aberdeen. She had been
poorly for a while and was accompanied during these
last days by several family members. Anne Marie was
88 years old and moved to Simeon in June 2004 from
her home in Edinburgh. She will
be well known to
The path
many for her work
There is no path
in the Edinburgh
Waldorf School,
I make the path by walking
as a tour guide,
I am nothing
choir leader and
the family’s biobut receive endlessly
dynamic garden.
I am empty
Anne Marie was
an active membut brim over with fulness
ber of the Simeon
I am darkness
community. She
maintained
her
but lit like a sun
interest in people,
I am astonished
her love of music,
sense of occasion
The world enters me
and her joy for life
and pours out from me
and work, even as
her capacity to
I am the light
be active receded
I am the door
and her memories
of a multi-faceted
Peter Howe
life faded.
Jeannie Carlson
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On the eve of her birthday (5 April 1951), Winifred Cooke
died at 11.10 pm. in hospital in Belfast. Winnie had lived
in Mourne Grange for the last twenty seven years. She
became unwell shortly before Christmas and had been
in hospital for the last five weeks.
   Andy Sargent
Hartmut Berger passed away 7 April 2009, at 8.50 am
in Simeon Care for the Elderly, Aberdeen. After a long
struggle with his illness his passing was very peaceful
with Mette at his side.         Angelika Monteux
On Thursday 26 March, one of our villagers, Mats
Palmqvist, passed away unexpectedly. He had been living at Staffansgården for 27 years.
Matti Remes
On March 3, Johannes Hertzberg died peacefully in
our care home in Vidaråsen. Johannes was 94 years old
and a highly respected and loved priest of the Christian
Community in Norway. He will be sadly missed as a
faithful companion to countless friends both within the
Camphill communities, and throughout the length and
breadth of the country.
Judith Ingram
Peter Fairhead, a board member of Camphill Village West
Coast for 33 years and the chairman for 20 years, died
on March 22 in Cape Town when riding his motorbike.
He had a great love and understanding for Camphill. He
was born on April 4, 1944. As much as we mourn the
loss of a good friend and companion, his inspiration and
wisdom will accompany us for many years to come.
Christoph Jensen

News from the Movement …and beyond
The Karl König Archive: behind the scenes
Richard Steel, Berlin, Germany

F

irstly the Trustees of Karl König’s Literary Estate would
like to thank all those who have contributed in so
many ways to the start off of a new series of publications
from the Karl König Archive! Some of you may know
that a lot has already happened behind the scenes by
the time a seemingly small book appears on the shelf!
And since beginning this venture of a Complete Edition
we have now seen five new books find their way to the
bookshops and to your shelf – three in English and two
in German – whereby four of the five are new volumes
and only one is a ‘double’ (i.e. in both languages). And
guess what: for the next months we have another five
volumes on the way too! Again we have different titles
coming in English and German. In German we are first
of all ready with a revised reprint of the Karl König
biography by Hans Müller-Wiedemann, because it has
been out of print for some time and we would like it to
be part of the ‘colour-circle’ of the new volumes. So let
me tell you about that first of all!
If you take a look at our homepage (www.karl-koenigarchive.net) you can see exactly what I mean by ‘colourcircle’, because we intend to structure the new edition
in such a way that each of the subject areas that Karl
König worked on will have their own colour. How did
we arrive at that idea? Well in the initial planning stage
Peter Selg and I sat together with Jean-Claude Lin, who
is responsible for the publishing company that König
dealt with himself for many of his books and essays
– Verlag Freies Geistesleben in Stuttgart. Peter and I had
already worked on the question of classification, which
is not always so easy but helps in the overview of things
and also in the organisation and planning. Are König’s
wonderful pictures for the ‘Calendar of the Soul’ to be
classed as ‘Art’, which is truly an important aspect; or are
they mostly studies in the sense of ‘General Anthroposophy’? Or are they indeed very central indications for the
path of spiritual development? (hence part of the subject
group ‘The Inner Path’). Anyway – we all thought that
twelve sections sounded like a good idea and seemed
to be fitting for Karl König. Now Jean-Claude Lin is himself very interested in König’s works and was eager to
be part of the process – I may add that the fact that his
wife is a eurythmist and one of the leading figures of the
‘Eurythmeum’ in Stuttgart certainly influenced the whole
thing! He came to the next meeting with a first draft for
the cover design using the colours Rudolf Steiner had
suggested for the zodiac. That in connection with König’s
own signature convinced us immediately!
The only remaining questions at that time being: do
we want a picture on the front of the simple but striking
colour design with the signature? And: how much should
the books cost? So in the end we arrived at two different answers – for the German publications we decided
on hardback, larger size but simple design (relatively
expensive) and for the English edition, with advice from
Christian Maclean and his experience at Floris Books, we
arrived at a smaller and cheaper version, being nonetheless special in design and using photographs from the

Archive for the cover – albeit unobtrusively. The crosssection of potential readers we asked were also pretty
unanimous in supporting these decisions.
The next step for the English publications is going to be
one which has a longstanding background and is long
awaited – the newly edited Village Lectures with some
crucial background research having been done and flowing into notes, introduction and appendices. This will
take some time to prepare for the German edition but it
is an example nevertheless of the direction for processes
we intend to initiate and encourage (and have already
done in a number of cases). Out of international collaboration and thematic work with the subject and – above
all – using the full resources the Karl König Archive has
to offer, a volume will go to print soon, that can give
broad insight into the subject and its context within the
life and work of the author. This research and editing
phase is so to speak ‘above’ language in the sense that it
has to be done once for any given number of languages
(German and English being those used by König and
the various manuscripts are about 50/50 in these two
languages.) This is a high ideal and ambitious aspiration,
but therefore we also hope to involve many people, even
though it means taking time over the development and
preparation of material. In other words – more behind
the scenes than usual!
Accordingly we now want to get the only lectures
Karl König gave about the threefold social order into a
volume including an account of his life-long strivings
for social renewal and using some of the fascinating
additional material that otherwise sits unnoticed in the
Archive for the background of this subject. (A verse
König wrote about threefold qualities for instance and
the programme for a conference in Berlin in 1932, where
König spoke along with Walter-Johanes Stein, Rudolf
Hauschka and others). This needs to be out there for the
Michaelmas Conference at the Goetheanum! And there
at the Goetheanum we will exhibit König’s pictures for
the Calendar of the Soul (September 11 – October 11).
We will report about this in detail soon, but it means
that we are simultaneously working on TWO volumes
– giving good reproductions of the pictures, but also
taking up what König was actually intending – to write
a comprehensive book about the Calendar of the Soul
and how to use it! So texts will be published that up till
now mainly a small group of friends has known about,
because König gave the unfinished manuscript first to
Trude Amann and then to a few others. Additionally the
English translation of Das Seelenpflege-bedürftige Kind
– texts about the mission of the person with special
needs and the cultural-historic significance of curative
education – is almost ready for your shelf!!
Please let us know how you would like to be involved
in this process. Behind the scenes – that is you! Give us
your comments – and your support! We are a relatively
new bunch of beginners! Have you seen our Newsletter
yet? Our Number One should have found its way around
the globe by now – otherwise let us know please!
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Michaelmas Conference in Dornach
Community building in the light of Michael, 24–27 September 2009

I

t was Lars Henrik Nesheim – former member of the
Camphill Movement Group and co-founder of the Focus Group, an organ of the Inner Camphill Community
– who together with Penny Roberts and David Adams
met with the Vorstand at the Goetheanum in 2002.
This common work between Camphill and the School
of Spiritual Science continued steadily, keeping the
dialogue open, exploring a new understanding. Lars
Henrik, as I knew him, carried a strong impulse: ‘In
Camphill we need to explore the way from Mars to
Mercury’. Lars Henrik has since crossed the threshold,
but his hope to explore processes not outcomes is like
a shining light nourishing the work between Camphill
and the Vorstand.
The working group with the Vorstand has since expanded. The idea was voiced ‘to do something together’
to bring something to birth. Could we plan a conference
together? The Vorstand suggested Michaelmas time.
Could the idea of esoteric community-building be explored? Camphill representatives were uneasy to talk
about this, but we could work with it together through
encounters, art and learning.
Now the programme is shaping up. Carlo Pietzner’s
Caspar Hauser play will be performed at the beginning,
creating a window into a space where we all are vulnerable, where we have to decide to go on a journey together.
We shall have many small conversation groups, sharing
personal questions within the wider landscape of the
Foundation Stone Meditation, leading towards a Bible
Evening in small groups. We shall work together on the
Michaelmas Play by Karl König, not as brilliant actors,
speakers, eurythmists, artists and musicians, but as people
who are willing to be vulnerable and open to help bring
about a greater whole, a play. There will be music and
eurythmy. We shall hear a lecture by Sergej Prokofieff,
Peter Selg and hear Virginia Sease, Bodo v. Plato and
Cornelius Pietzner. There is an opportunity to join hands,
recognise each other’s strengths and weaknesses.

This conference is open to the wider public, to Society
members, to villagers, residents, Camphill employees,
young and older co-workers. We are not looking for results, but to embark on a journey, living with questions
and encountering brothers and sisters in the process.
It is our hope that this conference will not portray
Camphill in a glossy wonderful way. We know well
how many failures stare us in the face, but our efforts,
our practising in human endeavours over all these years
are on the other side of the great Scale of Michael. This
conference on community-building stands in the Light
of Michael.
Let’s summon all our courage to face it, support it and
to sow the seeds for the work of anthroposophy in the
world, in our time.
Suggestions for your preparation:
Foundation Stone Meditation, the Michaelmas Play by
Karl König, the Bible reading (Revelation of John 12,
v.1–12) and the last lecture in the book: To the Younger
Generation by Rudolf Steiner. Those who are not able to
take part, may also help by working with all this content
on their own or with others.
Some practical details:
It is advisable to apply early for the conference and accommodation etc. For further information, Conference
Programme and Booking Form please go to
www.camphill.org.uk/events
or contact Susanne Steffen
(susanne.steffen@btinternet.com, Tel 01453 753140).
Closing date for registration is 10th September 2009.
Those people who will accompany a resident/companion please contact David Adams about accommodation
needs
dradams22000@yahoo.co.uk , Tel 01287 661292
Susanne Steffen on behalf of the preparation group

CAHSC in the UK: anthroposophical regulatory council resumes its work

D

ear colleagues and friends:
At our Council meeting on 17 February 2009
the important decision to re-open the CAHSC Register
was made. The appointment of a full-time Registrar was
integral to this decision. Dr Aileen Falconer will take up
the post from 1 March 2009, by unanimous decision of
the Council. Aileen has been involved with the CAHSC
from its inception, playing a key role in developing the
registration process. Her varied experience in regulation,
education and project management, along with her indepth understanding of the anthroposophical health and
social care sector make her ideally placed to facilitate
the CAHSC’s success as a voluntary regulatory body.
The CASHC is the first and only voluntary regulator for
the anthroposophic health and social care professions
in the UK. It has a pivotal role to play in securing the
future of the anthroposophic approach to health and
social care, but it needs YOUR support to succeed. To
play your part, please:
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• Register with us
• Encourage your colleagues to register
• Spread the world that the CAHSC is alive and well!
Updated registration information. New registrants:
Registration packs with the new streamlined registration
forms and revised Codes of Practice will be available
form 11 May to download from our website or from the
CAHSC office. Existing registrants: An information sheet
‘What to do next: paying your annual registration fee’
will also be available.
We look forward to re-establishing contact with our
existing registrants and to welcoming new registrants!
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact:
Aileen Falconer or Tanesh Bhugobaun, 07890 674
836, admin@cahsc.org, www.cahsc.org . CAHSC Office, c/o Raphael Medical Centre, Coldharbour Lane,
Hildenborough, Tonbridge, Kent, TN11 9LE.
Stefan Geider, CAHSC Deputy Chairman

Tonalis
Gese Mücke, The Bridge Community, Ireland

D

ear colleagues in Camphill, I would like to share
my experience of ‘Music making in therapeutic
settings’, a short three-day Tonalis music course in
Stroud that I attended with Lorin Panny and Michael
Deason-Barrow. There were twelve of us taking part in
the course mainly from the British Isles, Ireland and even
one person from Greece.
A lot of us did not know each other but this did not
matter at all as soon we were all involved in rhythmical
games, clapping, stamping with our feet, sending tones
to each other, passing sounds on to our neighbour. Then
we used different instruments like gongs and bordun
lyres. We were listening, taking the tone in and sending
the tone out again.
After so much practical work Michael gave a very
interesting talk about the different modes and what
kind of moods they give in the different seasons. We
learned about pentatonic and Javanese Slendro tunings
and heard about the tempered third and other concepts
that were very new to me but all the same inspiring and
interesting. Time was very short and I am sure that we
just brushed the surface of an anthroposophical understanding of music that can enrich our knowledge and
practical use of music in our places.

The next morning we met again through music, this time
with xylophones, cymbals and singing. We also got more
background of the healing effect of music in illness and
the question of one-sidedness and balance in music.
Much too fast the time was over and when we all had
to say goodbye I felt there was no stranger in the room,
we had all met on a much deeper level than you would
normally in such a short time.
I arrived back home full of energy, and my life forces
are still buoyant four weeks later. If three days of social
therapeutic music making can have such an effect on
me, what a healing effect could it bring for all of us?
This weekend inspired me very much and I would love
to learn more.
Michael and Lorin are interested to offer a one year
course on that theme (30 days on weekends and holidays). Until now there are not enough people committed, so if you are inspired and would like more details,
please contact Michael and Lorin directly under info@
tonalismusic.co.uk or 44 (0)1666 890460.
I hope very much that we can strengthen the experience of music in our places.
Gese is a homemaker and musician.

Book Reviews
Theory U: Leading from
the Future as It Emerges
C Otto Scharmer
Hardcover 560 pages,
(also in paperback),
Society for Organizational
Learning, or Berrett-Koehler
Publishers,
also available in German
ISBN 978-0974239057
Review by Adrian Bowden,
Camphill Soltane, United States

O

tto Scharmer’s book Theory U is currently one of
the most important books to read for any person
interested in the future of anthroposophy and Camphill.
The book has the subtitle ‘Open Mind, Open Heart,
Open Will’ and ‘A social technology of emerging futures’. It was released in hardback in 2007 and is written
by an Associate Professor of Economics, specializing in
leadership theory.
Why is this kind of work important for Camphill now?
One can consider the central story Scharmer gives in
the book. Scharmer grew up on a biodynamic farm in
Germany. One day he was called abruptly home from
school. As he arrived he saw a pall of smoke over his
childhood home. His family’s farm had burnt to the
ground. In the realization of this event it struck him that
his past, which had defined him until this moment, was
now in some way gone. Almost the entirety of his past
had been burnt away. His grandfather then came along
in a taxi, he saw Scharmer’s father sifting disconsolately

through the wreckage of his life. The grandfather got out
of the taxi, went up to his son and said – “heads up, look
forward!” He then got back in the taxi and left. He died
some days later.
This experience made Scharmer understand that whilst
he is a product of his past, his future must somehow be
freed from it; in this case it was necessitated by tragedy.
Later in his life Scharmer began to work on a theory that
this way of meeting the future could be ‘managed’.
If one thinks about this image one can reflect on
Camphill. Camphill has an amazing and rich past. What
about now? What about the future? Is Camphill capable
at this point in time, of lifting up its head and looking
to the future? Is it right to ask now if Camphill must allow a future to emerge inspired by, but not necessarily
bound to, its past?
In his recent address in Oslo marking 100 years of
anthroposophy in Norway Nicanor Perlas gave an image
from the metamorphosis of the caterpillar. In the chrysalis
there arise ‘imaginal cells’ which vibrate differently from
the original caterpillar cells; they resound in a completely
new way. They are first attacked as enemies. However
these cells more and more find each other, cluster together
and finally they resound together into the new form – the
butterfly. Perlas was making an analogy of transformation
for people working in anthroposophy.
The connection between the future and the past is the
present, which is an initiation or threshold. This threshold
involves a kind of meeting or conflict which gives rise to
the new. Scharmer talks about being trapped in a form
– he calls it ‘downloading’. One is in a way trapped in
a state of following the well-trodden path. He then says
one needs to look at, or even dive deeply into, the reality

17

around you now ‘with fresh eyes’ in order to awaken oneself
from this state. Then he says one should redirect one’s attention, based on this renewed connection to reality. After this,
in order to really let the connection with the creative source
or intuition come, one must simply ‘let go’. The well trodden
path will always feel safe, but crisis will arise, sooner or later.
But if ego consciousness enters into this dynamic, something
enlivened, or even filled with love, may emerge. Scharmer
calls this phenomenon ‘presencing’. One could also identify
this as exercising ‘moral intuition’. Presencing is, one could
say, connecting with one’s higher self. In this modern initiation process if one can let go one can reach the source or
higher self and the creative powers of the human being can
be released, crystallized, prototyped and enacted.
Theory U is not an ‘anthroposophical’ book and one
could barely describe Scharmer as an ‘anthroposophist’.
The question arising though whilst reading this book is
rather – what exactly is an ‘anthroposophical’ book and
what actually, today is ‘anthroposophy’? The most unusual thing about this discourse of Scharmer’s is that he is
substantially directing his attention to entrepreneurs and
leaders in the world of business. What does anthroposophy
have to do with business? Perhaps one can ask why Steiner
insisted that the founders of the Christian Community such
as Emil Bock, had to attend and understand his lectures on
economics. Economics is today often thought of as a quite
‘unspiritual’ field. However Scharmer, like Steiner, clearly
connects economics with spiritual endeavor.
Otto Scharmer teaches at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, probably the most prestigious bastion of
science in the world, and he re-establishes that economics in a sense is the science, or spiritual activity of the
will. He maintains that this ‘will’ must first be informed
by an openness of mind and then, although he doesn’t
use exactly this terminology, by an opening of the heart
chakra. The latter chapters of Theory U are unashamedly
a reformulation of Steiner’s subsidiary exercises.
Scharmer promotes a key concept of what he describes
as the ‘blind spot’ of modern leadership. It isn’t the aims
of leadership nor its methodology that he focuses on, but
rather its motivation. Where are leaders coming from? Why
do they do what they do? These questions are hardly ever
asked in business and yet as Scharmer argues, these are
possibly the most significant questions to be asked today
to ensure that businesses and communities are headed in
a creative, spiritually inspired, and therefore, according
to Scharmer, rewarding or fruitful direction.
In Camphill one may wish to examine this ‘blind spot’ in
connection with our leadership. One can ask where are our
boards coming from? What is their motivation? Is it such that
they are connected to a source of inspiration and to what extent is this aligned with ‘the Camphill impulse’? If individuals
cannot connect to a source or impulse does this mean we
have to consider letting go of the Camphill impulse or should
we let go of the individuals? Perhaps we need rather to consider what is this impulse today and find boards who wish to
be part of or ‘co-create’ an emerging greater whole to which
we can all belong, inspired by the intuitions which formed our
past, reconciled with our present reality and inspiring us into
a spiritually prosperous future. You can visit www.theoryu.
com if you want more information on Scharmer’s work.
Adrian lives at Camphill Soltane after having lived
many years in Camphill Norway. He is currently
taking a sabbatical but works part time on projects for
the Camphill Foundation of North America.
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Pioneers of
a New Consciousness
– Witnesses
of Reincarnation and Karma
Johannes M. Surkamp MBE
Published by AuthorHouse
October 2008
ISBN: 978-14389-08656

Review by Bob Woodward,
Thornbury, England

T

his very original little book of some 141 pages, contains a wealth of fascinating material. In it Johannes
Surkamp presents us with a kaleidoscope of authors who
have attested to the truths of reincarnation, karma, and/or
higher states of consciousness beyond that offered by
our physical senses.
The book is the fruit of Johannes’ lifetime interest and
occupation with these highly important and, now, very
topical themes. The fact that he has chosen to refer and
give full credit to the works of the authors he quotes,
rather than to ‘blow his own trumpet’, is typical of his
modesty and sincerity. Nonetheless, Johannes raises
significant and challenging questions for his readers to
think about, interspersed between the numerous quoted
passages.
The book is quite possibly unique in drawing together
evidence from so many different sources such as Joan
Grant and Edgar Cayce, and includes evidence from
hypnotic regressions. Johannes shows how the various
authors complement each other’s independent experiences and researches. He also fully acknowledges his own
debt to the works of Rudolf Steiner and towards the end
of the book in a chapter called ‘The Larger Context’, he
quotes Steiner by way of confirmation of what has been
presented in his previous chapters. This is however not
an ‘anthroposophical book’ per se but rather is intended
to appeal to as wide an audience as possible, especially
those who have no previous knowledge of the fascinating
themes discussed here. Since it is very readable, interesting, and accessible, I would fully recommend it to anyone
without reservations. Moreover the urgent reasons for
writing this book sounds clearly through Johannes’ cogent
questions and observations and are succinctly summed
up in the ‘Afterward’ when he writes: ‘It is hoped that the
manifold aspects contained in this book will stimulate
thought and will contribute to the emergence of a more
tolerant, caring and peaceful society’.
The old truths of reincarnation and karma, when
seen and understood in the modern transformative and
redemptive power of the Christ impulse, can help us
towards the realisation of these humanitarian ideals.
Bob has been a Camphill co-worker
for nearly fourty years, and lives at the Sheiling School
in Thornbury. For the past eight years Bob has also
been a fully qualified spiritual healer. He is the author
of several recent books, since first co-authoring the
book Autism – A Holistic Approach with Dr Marga
Hogenboom which was published in a second edition
in 2002. Bob is currently working on his Ph.D. thesis
to do with spiritual healing.

Letters
Dear Editors,
Thank you for the beautiful cover of the January/February
2009 Camphill Correspondence. It brought to awareness
the centuries of suffering of the Afro-American folk. We
can hardly imagine the struggles and the disappointments
endured as well as the difficulties certainly still being
experienced, just because of the colour of one’s skin. To
acknowledge Barack Obama’s achievement in the light
of Alice Walker’s words and the photographs of some of
Obama’s spiritual forebears, was a good deed.
It was special to follow the inauguration in Washington D.C., knowing that Capitol Hill was built with slave
labour (as was the original White House), and seeing at
the other end of the National Mall the Lincoln Memorial,
which was funded in good part by freed slaves. It was a
picture on the one hand of the traditions from the past,
which are necessary but can hamper; and the promise
of a future, where the bonds of the past are broken.
After having read Barack Obama’s two books, Dreams
From My Father and The Audacity of Hope, it is well
possible to imagine that he has something to say to
Camphill folks. As a young man his skin colour gave him
the experience of being an outsider and he worked on
Chicago’s South Side trying to encourage people to work
together. Born on Hawaii in the middle of the Pacific
Ocean, he grew up in part with grandparents who had
come from Kansas in the heart of the North American
continent, with English-Scots ancestry, African and perhaps also Red Indian and Asian blood as well. Barack
Obama is genuinely interested that people of different
persuasions work together. He seems to be interested in
‘the space between’ – what can arise between people
with different outlooks, between organizations with
individual tasks and countries each with their own history and traditions.
What Barack Obama will be able to achieve is also a
question of what American politics will allow. The times
I have had the opportunity to have a close insight in a
politician’s work, I have been impressed how important
their conscience is in decision making. Let us hope that
the political institutions will allow a little of the dreams
and hopes awakened by Barack Obama’s inauguration
to be realized.   With best greetings,
John Baum, Bekkestua, Norway
John is a Christian Community priest
and has a life-long connection with Camphill.
Dear Editor,
I am writing in response to the letter from Richard
Phethean in the March/April issue of Camphill Correspondence.
I am in absolute agreement that it is of the utmost importance to be fully awake to what is happening in the world,
and the forces at play behind current events. We find
ourselves at a time in history when our familiar structures
are crumbling around us, our economy is falling apart,
the planet itself is groaning under the stress laid on it by
human beings; species are becoming extinct by the day,
the climate is changing at a greater rate than previously
predicted. The political and economic situation is indeed
complex beyond the understanding of even the experts.

At the same time things are coming to light which have
previously remained hidden: lies and deviations that
have been carefully kept under cover. I believe that ever
since 9/11 people have begun to be awake in a new way
to the atrocities that are perpetrated in the name of truth
and justice and peace.
All this is simply an introduction to the political, social
and economic climate that Barack Obama has inherited
as he steps into the extraordinarily challenging task of
President of the US. Do we expect he is going to change
the world with a magic wand? No, of course not. This is
an immense task, and it requires that every one of us freely
align ourselves with the Hope and Love which surely is a
greater force than the evil, the lies and the illusions.
While I agree that there is probably truth in this, I would
like to suggest that we look at the situation in a less polarized, ‘them and us’ way. We are all co-responsible for the
state of the world today. Every lie and deception, every
inner greed and hatred that each single one of us holds
in our souls is responsible for what is now mirrored in
the potential downfall of society as we know it. Are we
not required to cut through the anti-social forces which
would like to make Obama a puppet of their impulses?
And must we not do that ‘from the inside out’?
Obama will not make the change, each and every one
of us will, if we take the responsibility to create change
in our own lives and in our own souls, by working
through, with blood, sweat and tears, the karma that is
so overloading our planet at this time. By transforming
our own attitudes towards ourselves, our neighbors, our
lives, by exposing our own dark corners and shedding
the light of consciousness into them – painful as it may
be – we become the change that we seek.
In our outer actions, small shifts can have huge impact
for change. Can we dare to make those shifts in our
lives? By swimming against the stream of the corrupt
structures that permeate our lives down to the details;
by saying ‘no’ to the lies and greed and shame we carry
in our own souls.
A few weeks ago I met a man who grows trees and
seedlings for sale. He told me that the big companies
are raising their prices significantly because they know
there will be a huge demand as many people are starting
backyard gardens. He is actually lowering his prices – not
in order to undercut them, but to make a statement for
Love and sustainability against capitalism and greed.
I believe that our future depends on us. Not on what
the politicians and economists and warmongers do.
And that by filling ourselves with the Hope, the Love,
the Truth, that longs for us to simply say ‘Yes, I can’ and
of which I believe Barack Obama is an instrument, the
world will stand a chance.
Do we not after all believe that Hope is a stronger power
than Doubt? That Truth is greater than deception, and
that Love prevails over Fear? Let us fight FOR Love, FOR
peace, FOR justice, rather than AGAINST the evil. Yours
sincerely,
Debbie Leighton, Loveland, Colorado
Debbie is connected to
the Colorado Community Lifesharing Initiative. She
lived with her family in Camphill places for 27 years
until 1999, when they left and moved to Colorado
(they were in Beaver Run, Copake and Minnesota).
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Kate Roth Seminar
The tutors of the Kate Roth Seminar for
Homemakers are very happy to offer a new
course, starting Oct/Nov 2009. This will be
the sixth course and each one before has
been good, bringing together homemakers
from all over the world for study, learning
and personal development.
The seminar has been both a delight and a
challenge. Working on the subject and task
of homemaking in the light of the seven life
processes has led to exciting and new ways
of looking at daily life. Four books have been
published as a result of the course: the ‘Art
of Living’ which deals with the seven life
processes and a collection of excellent essays
written by participants on aspects of homemaking entitled ‘The Heart of the Home’. A
further book called ‘Homemaking as a Social
Art’ is selling very well, and the fourth book
‘Homemaking and Personal Development’
draws together meditative exercises useful to
homemakers who wish to carry out their task
in a meaningful and fulfilling way.
Contacts have been made between working houseparents across nationalities, therapeutic centres and communities. The last
course also included mothers who wanted
to renew their task of building a social home.
This has widened the field of research to
areas outside a purely therapeutic one.
However, there are still aspects that need
more research, notably the role of the father/
housefather, something which we all know
is very essential to a happy home. One or
two men have joined the previous courses,
but we could do with more of them to help
us on our path of development. We have
been enriched by homemakers employed
in communities working with special needs
people outside the Camphill centres.
The tutors group is very conscious of the
changing times and welcomes participants
bringing new and exciting questions, observations and insights. Those who recognise
the art of homemaking are very welcome to
apply to the Kate Roth Seminar no matter
their age, sex or experience in community
building. It can only enrich the course and
keep it abreast of relevant and timely issues.
The aims of the seminar are as follows:
• To research the social art of homemaking
through spiritual science in such a way
that the forms, structures and standards
of therapeutic community living will be
revitalised.
• To create a platform where the art of
homemaking can be explored and developed by means of an understanding
of the seven life processes.
• To deepen knowledge and understanding
of the human being through all phases
of existence by which means a path of
personal development can be found.
The course comprises 7 workshops, each of
5 days duration, taking place three times a
year, plus an introductory and concluding
week-end, making 9 sessions. The venues
will be in various communities and centres
so that we can get to know each other’s
places, homes, and striving. We are currently
open to new participants and welcome
applications.
For more details and costs please write to:
Veronika van Duin
Camphill Community Glencraig
4 Seahill Road
Craigavad
Holywood BT18 0DB
Northern Ireland
Tel: 028 9042 3396 or 028 9039 3764,
Fax: 028 9042 8199
Email: office@glencraig.org.uk
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Garvald West Linton

Camphill Community Mourne Grange
is looking for
House/Workshop Coordinators.
Are you interested in becoming a permanent voluntary
coworker in the Camphill Community Mourne Grange
and running one of our houses/workshops for adults with
special needs?
• You need to have a genuine interest in living with and
supporting people with special needs. Previous experience
in this field of work would be helpful. It is essential to have
good organization and communication skills and to be able
to cope with long working hours and challenges.
• You need to have an interest in community living and
to be open to Anthroposophy.
Camphill Community Mourne Grange is situated in the rural
area of Kilkeel, Northern Ireland, between the rolling hills of
the Mourne Mountains and the Irish Sea.
Families with young children are especially welcome. We
have a small Steiner Kindergarten and a Steiner school up
to class 5 on site.
If you are interested in joining our Camphill Community
or have any questions, please contact Mourne Grange Application Group:
mgapplications@yahoo.co.uk
Camphill Community Mourne Grange
169, Newry Road
Kilkeel – BT344EX
Northern Ireland
www.mournegrange.org

is situated 20 miles south of Edinburgh in a
beautiful rural setting. It is a residential community providing care and day services for adults
with learning disabilities. Our work is based on
the principles of Rudolf Steiner. We require the
services of:
RESIDENTIAL CARE STAFF

To work in one of our four houses. The work
is on a full-time basis (40 hours) and the salary
is £9,792.00. This is a live in position and accommodation and meals are provided. There
is also the opportunity to participate in our staff
training programme.
For further details and Job Description, please
contact:
Garvald, West Linton, Borders, EH46 7HJ
Tel: 01968 682211 Fax: 01968 982611
E mail: garvaldwest@btconnect.com

Self Catering
Holiday House

The White House in
Killin

Milton Keynes

Camphill Milton Keynes Communities is an urban based community
providing supported living and other life-enhancing opportunities for over
fifty adults with learning disabilities. There are about ninety people in all
living in a life sharing environment and working together in a variety of
craft and land based work areas, including a café which is open to the
public, and a well resourced and used professional standard theatre.
Our rich and varied cultural life is supported by marvellous facilities
and by many creative co-workers. The course of the year is marked with
the celebration of the Christian festivals which are held in awareness
of sharing events with like-minded people in the multicultural city of
Milton Keynes.
We are entering a new phase in the evolution of the community and
hope to expand and develop our provision by welcoming applications
from co-workers with a varied range of experience to help sustain
the Camphill identity at the same time as integrating further into the
wider community. Professional and personal learning opportunities are
provided and terms and conditions are negotiable.
All enquiries to: Tel +44 (0)1908 235000.
Email: molly.fitzgerald@camphill-miltonkeynes.co.uk

The Mount
Camphill Community,
Wadhurst, UK
is a community based on anthroposophy working actively
with the Camphill community
impulse as a further education
college for young people with
special educational needs.
We have an opening for a couple, family or individuals who
would like to help strengthen
the work out of this ethos
together with a dedicated
group of co-workers, through
community building, working
with arts, crafts and the land
as Homemakers/House coordinators.
If you are enthusiastic about
working and living with
young people (aged 17–22),
have Camphill experience
and are interested in meeting
the challenges of our time,
please contact us for further
information:
The Reception Group,
The Mount
Camphill Community,
Wadhurst TN5 6PT,
East Sussex UK
Tel. +44(0)1892 782025
email: brigittevanrooij@
mountcamphill.org
www.mountcamphill.org

Set within the beautiful Loch
Lomond and Trossachs National
Park, The White House is in an
ideal location to explore the natural beauty of Highland Perthshire,
Scotland.
Situated in a secluded setting
near the shores of Loch Tay, this
area offers outstanding opportunities for touring, walking, cycling,
bird watching and canoeing.
Comprises 5 bedrooms with accommodation for up to 12 persons sharing. tel: 01764 662416
for a brochure and availability

Living-way
Rock Cottage, Whiteshill, Stroud, GL6 6JS
Email: uk-mail@Living-way.org
Web site: www.Living-way.org

path ways
Life Pathways — Working with Life Stories

Courses and Training for Professional and Personal Development
20/08–23/08 2009
05/11–08/11 2009

Biographical Keys and Life Phases
facilitated by Marah Evans
Biographical Keys and Life Phases
facilitated by Karl-Heinz Finke

A Four Day Biography Work Foundation Course offered two times in Stroud,
Gloucestershire. This course forms the Foundation for the Life Pathways Biography
Work Training. It stands as a valuable single workshop for personal exploration as
well as for therapists, teachers, facilitators and others engaged in further professional development. The course offers practical tools for a deeper understanding
of the physical, social and spiritual developmental stages in life.

The Heart as the Key to the Kingdom — October 2008 – June 2010
Weekend Courses for Personal and Professional Development

Exploring creative Life Processes and perspectives for change
Hosted by ‘The Glass House Project’, Stourbridge, West Midlands
15/05–17/05 2009 Working with Change,
Working with how to read deeper destiny questions
in life events
30/10–01/11 2009 Gateways in Life, Engaging with Trials and Thresholds
13/02–15/02 2010 Historical and Contemporary Perspectives on Evil
The Manichean Exercise
07/05–09/05 2010 New Ways to Mindfulness
Open Mind — Open Heart — Open Will
For further information please contact the facilitators:
Marah Evans: 01453-750 097 or Karl-Heinz Finke: (020) 3239 0539 (UK)

A
Medical Section
Seminar on Mental
Health
starting in
October 2009
Understanding
Psychological
Disturbance and Crisis
in Soul and Spiritual
Development.
Ten four-day Sessions
of Continuing Personal
and Professional
Development spanning
three years.
Applications now being
invited:
Please contact the
Administrator for a
brochure, application
form and any further
information:
Karen Kamp,
Wester Lochloy
Farmhouse
Lochloy Road,
Nairn, Scotland
IV12 5LE
Tel: 01667 459343
Email: mentalhealthseminar@yahoo.com

RUSKIN MILL EDUCATIONAL TRUST
Operates three innovative specialist colleges for
students with special learning needs. The colleges are inspired by the
work of Rudolf Steiner, John Ruskin and William Morris.
We have vacancies in each of our Colleges for

Houseparent Couples
To live in and manage a household for up to four students.
We need mature, responsible couples to create a warm, homely
environment and deliver the living skills curriculum in one of our
college households. We provide training and support and a good
package of salary and benefits. Not just a job, but a way of life.

FREEMAN
COLLEGE

GLASSHOUSE
COLLEGE

RUSKIN MILL
COLLEGE

The newest of our
colleges, based in the
centre of Sheffield and at
the Merlin Theatre site.
Fast developing activities
ranging from cutlery
making and pewter work,
to performance work and
drama.
Students live in the city in
family based households
and training flats.

Firmly based in the
glassmaking tradition
with many new
enterprises offering
students craft and land
based skills, high quality
drama and practical work
experience.
Students live in a wide
variety of residential
placements both in the
town and the surrounding
villages.

The College is based in a
beautiful Cotswold valley
with the main focus on
landwork, rural crafts and
food production.
Residential
accommodation is in
domestic scale
households in the nearby
towns and villages.

For information about positions in any of the colleges contact
Richard Rogers, Head of College — Residential, Ruskin Mill College
The Fisheries, Horsley, Glos GL6 0PL. Tel 01453 837528
e-mail: richard.rogers@rmc.rmet.org.uk

Self-Catering Holiday Apartments
Old Tuscan organic olive farm peacefully situated on a
hilltop with stunning views and all amenities close by, offers comfortable accommodation, spectacular walks and
many opportunities for day trips to places of interest like
Florence, Siena, Assisi and the famous wine-growing area
of Chianti.

Jukola holidays
s i l e n c e
     f i n n i s h s u m m e r
   m i d n i g h t s u n
   s a u n a
wooden houses

Prices reduced dramatically for 2009
to help compensate the pound/dollar/euro crisis
Call now for details: Lucas Weihs
Tel: 00 39 0575 612777
arcobaleno@technet.it  
www.arcobaleno.trattner.bplaced.net

Book your week!
70 – 100 Euro /apartment/day
Tel. + 358 40 574 85 15
jukolart@gmail.com

www.jukolart.com

San Pietro a Cegliolo
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The picture is a painting of Arcobaleno’s olive groves by Elizabeth Cochrane.

Integrating mainstream
and complementary
medicine with:

The

Park
Attwood
Clinic
a committed team of
conventionally qualified
doctors and nurses
anthroposophic therapies
to address healthcare
holistically
natural medicines to
complement the use of
conventional drugs
individualised treatments
for day- and in-patients

The Park Attwood Clinic
Trimpley, Bewdley, Worcs DY12 1RE
Tel 01299 861444
www.parkattwood.org

Caring for you

holistically

URGENTLY NEEDED:
B.D. GARDENER TO JOIN
CAMPHILL COMMUNITY CLANABOGAN
In Clanabogan 85 people live and work together on a 150
acre estate near Omagh, in the rolling hills of Co.Tyrone,
N. Ireland. We have a biodynamic farm, garden (0.8 A Summer Course working with
acre) and field vegetables (2 acres), a creamery, a bakery, the theme in the context of the
and 2 craft workshops. A Waldorf Playgroup is situated
Parsival story with
in the grounds of the community.
Outreach into the local community and environmental
Karin Jarman, painting
issues feature highly in our life. An Introductory Course in
and Dafydd Davies-Hughes
biodynamic agriculture takes place in the winter months.
story telling
The population comprises 28 adults with special needs
and co-workers, including families with children.
nd
22 – 27th August 09
The gardener has the task to grow vegetables for the
community, together with a team of co-workers and adults
with special needs. The farmers and gardeners work
closely together, but each is responsible for their own area.
The garden has two large polytunnels and a glasshouse
for propagation, and there is scope and support for further
development in the garden. We would like to attract a An Advent Weekend Course with
new gardener as soon as possible.
Karin Jarman, painting
For more information contact:
Andrea Gibson eurythmy
Hetty v. Brandenburg, e-mail:
hetty@camphillclanabogan   tel: 0044 2882 256108
4th – 6th December 09
Martin Sturm, email info@camphillclanabogan   
tel 0044 2882 256111   
For further information please
Johannes Phillips, e-mail johannesphillips@hotmail.com
contact Karin Jarman on
tel: 0044 2882 256111
Camphill Community Clanabogan,
01453 757436
Drudgeon Road, Omagh
or e-mail
C. Tyrone, BT78 1TJ, N. Ireland
indigo@phonecoop.coop

In Search of Love

How Mary came to
wear Red and Blue

www.camphillclanabogan.com

Gift, Deborah Ravetz

The Dove Logo of the Camphill movement is a symbol of the pure, spiritual principle which underlies the physical human form.
Uniting soon after conception with the hereditary body, it lives on unimpaired in each human individual.
It is the aim of the Camphill movement to stand for this ‘Image of the Human Being’ as expounded in Rudolf Steiner’s work,
so that contemporary knowledge of the human being may be enflamed by the power of love.
Camphill Correspondence tries to facilitate this work through free exchange within and beyond the Camphill movement.
Therefore, the Staff of Mercury, the sign of communication which binds the parts of the organism into the whole,
is combined with the Dove in the logo of Camphill Correspondence.

Editors:
Maria Mountain (Editor and Subscriptions), Westbourne, 37 Highfield Road, Halesowen, W. Midlands, B63 2DH, England
Tel: +44 (0)1384 569153 email: maria.mntn@gmail.com
Deborah Ravetz (Assistant), 3 Western Road, Stourbridge, DY8 3XX, England
Tel: +44 (0)1384 444 202
Advertisements:
Suggested contribution of £25 – £40 per announcement/advert.
Cheques can be sent to the Editor (address above), made out to Camphill Correspondence.
Subscriptions:
£21.00 per annum for six issues, or £3.50 for copies or single issues.
Please make your cheque payable to Camphill Correspondence and send with your address to Maria Mountain (address above),
or you can pay by Visa or MasterCard, stating the exact name as printed on the card, the card number, and expiry date.
Back Copies:
are available from Maria Mountain and from Camphill Bookshop, Aberdeen
Deadlines:
Camphill Correspondence appears bi-monthly in January, March, May, July, September and November.
Deadlines for ARTICLES are: Jan 23rd, Mar 23rd, May 23rd, July 23rd, Sept 23rd and Nov 16th.
ADVERTISEMENTS and SHORT ITEMS can come up to ten days later than this.
Camphill Correspondence Ltd, registered in England 6460482
Lay-up by Christoph Hänni, Produced by www.roomfordesign.co.uk
This publication is printed on recycled paper and most are posted in degradable bags.

