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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CORPORATION HELD ON 
TUESDAY 11 DECEMBER 2018 AT 6.00 PM IN THE BOARDROOM 
AT NEWCASTLE COLLLEGE 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Present: Nikhil Aggarwal, Alan Aston, Karen Dobson, Jeff Dutton, Gareth Jones, Simon  
  Leech (Chair), Bernard Lovatt, Jeremy Pert, Lesley Rollason, Jim Rowley, Francis 
  Tunney 
 
In attendance: Craig Hodgson (Vice Principal), Ian Hookway (Director of HR & Communication), 
  Lesley Morrey (Director of Student Engagement & Partnerships), John Prescott 
  (Clerk), Carol Thomas (Director of Curriculum & Performance), Lisa Saville (Group 
  Accountant), Joy Smith (Deputy Clerk) 
  
Prior to the meeting members viewed the College’s lockdown training video.   Lesley advised 
that Alan Aston had undertaken training on behalf of the Corporation and she added that the 
alarm sound is different at each site.   This has now been delivered to all students across the 
Group and has been designed to be informative but not alarmist.    
 
PART 1  
18.4.1 Apologies for Absence  

 
Received from Jeremy Pert, Charlie Awde, Steve Jones, Lynsey Shearsmith 
and Carl Riding.  
 

 

18.4.2 Declarations of Interest 
 
Simon Leech, Gareth Jones, Karen Dobson and Craig Hodgson declared an 
interest as non-remunerated Directors of Gradbach Ltd and Axia Solutions 
Ltd.    Gareth Jones declared an interest as a member of Stafford Borough 
Council’s Planning Committee. 
 

 

18.4.3 Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 October 2018- Part 1 
 
Approved as a true record of the meeting. 
 

 

18.4.4 Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 

 

18.4.5 Minutes of the Committee Meetings  
 

 Education & Standards – 3 December   
 

Lesley advised members about the main issues considered at the meeting.   
Karen had provided a presentation on the College’s overall very pleasing 
performance and members were satisfied that any areas of concern are 
already under focus with steps being taken to make the required 
improvements.     
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The presentation highlighted that performance is above the headline rate in 
most areas, which is extremely pleasing, and members had been particularly 
impressed to note the speed of improvements at Stafford. 
 
Carol’s Learner Data Report had been considered and Lesley confirmed that 
this covers every aspect of learners’ experience at College and not simply 
attendance and performance data.      One particular area of note was the 
introduction of the new bands within the Grade 2 observation grade in order 
to effect further improvements. 
 

18.4.6 Principal’s Report - Part 1  
 
1.1  NICDEX League Tables 
Members were delighted to note that the College has been ranked joint 
second nationally in these tables.    
 
1.2 – Remembrance Services 
Members noted that services were held at each site to commemorate the 
100 year anniversary of the end of WW1 and Karen was pleased to report 
that everyone who had attended had behaved in an extremely respectful 
manner. 
 
1.3 – Charity Fundraising 
Members noted the variety and amount of charity fundraising work that is 
undertaken within College which is a credit to the students and the staff who 
co-ordinate this for us. 
 
2.1 – Football Sporting Successes 
Members were delighted to note this year’s selections for both the male and 
female England Colleges Football Squads and wished those involved good 
luck with their forthcoming fixtures. 
 
2.2 – Volleyball Sporting Successes 
Members congratulated the students who had been chosen to participate in 
the English Volleyball Sporting Excellence Programme at Loughborough. 
 
2.3 – Badminton Success 
Members congratulated Abbygael Harris on her selection for the National 
Junior Badminton Squad and Karen advised that Abbygael is now training 
and competing both nationally and internationally. 
 
2.4 – Matthew Goddard 
Members were delighted to note that one of our Stafford College students, 
Matthew Goddard, had recently won the Borough Council’s Inspiring 
Individual Award for his work on the development of Stafford Town’s Under 
15’s Girls Football website. 
 
2.5 – Fashion Students’ Live Brief 
Karen advised on the very useful live briefs currently being undertaken in the 
Creative Arts area and, in particular, she spoke about the designs for the 
Breast Cancer charity fashion event.    
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3.1 – Val Tomlinson 
Members were saddened to note that Val Tomlinson had passed away 
following a battle with cancer. 
 
3.2 – Jack’s Giant Adventure 
Members noted that this year’s pantomime would be taking place from 12 – 
14 December and Karen asked anyone wishing to attend to contact Joy. 
 
3.3 – College Carol Concerts  
Karen advised that this year’s carol services are to be held on Friday 21 
December, in the morning at Newcastle and in the afternoon at Stafford, and 
members were warmly invited to attend either or both event.    
 
3.4 – Additional News 
Members congratulated Karen on being shortlisted for the TES FE Leader of 
the Year Award and wished her good luck for the ceremony in March 2019. 
 
 Members noted this information. 
 

18.4.7 KPI Report to the Corporation 
 
Members noted the contents of the most recent KPI Report and Carol 
advised that all objectives are now aligned to the new Strategic Plan. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


