
Tree Trail:  
Native Trees



Navigate with a map to different native trees in the Garden.
Observe the trees and take notice of information about the different types of tree, their uses and 
interesting facts.
Talk about what you have noticed about the different trees.

Introduction 
During this short tree trail pupils will navigate to six different sites within the Garden to identify 
and then learn about six Common British tree species. The trees all bear name labels and are 
sited to be relatively easy to find and identify.   

Main Task 
Use the map to identify the start point for the trail and the pictures to help identify leaf shapes. 
Observe the labels on the trees and see what other information you can find. Take a question and 
answer approach where possible to elicit information that can be observed. 

Plenary 
Discuss differences and similarities between the trees. Does anyone have a favourite and if so 
why?

Resources 
You will need a map showing a selection of trees for a trail, photos of leaf shapes for individual 
tree species and facts about each tree species. 

Vocabulary 
Tree, bark, trunk, growth form and shape of tree, evergreen, deciduous, conifer, uses of trees. 

LESSON PLAN: 
DURATION:

Learning Objectives

Tree Trail - Native Trees 
Typically 30 minutes



Map for Tree Trail - Native

The tr ees chosen for this trail are Common British trees. Within the garden there are many different species 
of trees from all over the world. Trees in the Garden are often planted in groups of species to aid studies of 
similarities and differences between species. The Hazels, Oaks, Beeches, Birches and Pines are all in groups. 

Find these trees: 

1. Grid Ref L8 Hazel - Corylus avellana
2. Grid Ref M6 Birch - Betula pendula
3. Grid Ref M8 Oak - Quercus petraea 

4. Grid Ref L8 Beech - Fagus sylvatica
5. Grid Ref L7 Scots Pine - Pinus sylvestris
6. Grid Ref N8 Hawthorn - Crataegus monogyna 
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The plant’s unique identifier as used 
in the plant database at the Garden 
(Accession number). 

The plant family the species belongs to. 

Scientific name of the species. To 
avoid confusion in translation, this 
name is the same in all countries. English ‘Common name’ for the species. 

Origin or natural home of the species. 
A code indicating where the Garden 
acquired the plant. 

N 



Hazel - Corylus avellana 

Hazel has a smooth, grey-brown, bark, which peels 
with age, and bendy, hairy stems. Leaf buds are oval, 
blunt and hairy. 

Interesting facts: 
Hazel is so bendy in spring that it can be tied in a knot 
without breaking. 

Bees find it difficult to collect hazel pollen and can only 
gather it in small loads. This is because the wind 
pollinated hazel has pollen that is not sticky and 
actually repels one grain against another. 

Hazel has a reputation as a magical tree. A hazel rod is 
supposed to protect against evil spirits, as well as being 
used as a wand. In some parts of England hazel nuts 
were carried as charms. 

Beech - Fagus sylvatica 

Beech bark is smooth, thin and grey, often with slight 
horizontal etchings. The reddish brown, torpedo-
shaped leaf buds form on short stalks, and have a 
distinctive criss-cross pattern. 

Interesting facts: 
Beech can live for hundreds of years with coppiced 
stands living for more than 1,000 years. 

Beech is associated with femininity and is often 
considered the queen of British trees, where oak is 
the king. 

The edible beech nuts, or masts, were once used 
to feed pigs, and in France they are still 
sometimes roasted and used as a coffee substitute.  

Silver birch - Betula pendula 

The white bark sheds layers like tissue paper and 
becomes black and rugged at the base. As the trees 
mature, the bark develops dark, diamond-shaped 
fissures. Twigs are smooth and have small dark warts. 

Interesting facts: 
Silver birch can be used to improve soil quality for 
other plants to grow. Its deep roots bring otherwise 
inaccessible nutrients into the tree, which are recycled 
on to the soil surface when the tree sheds its leaves. 

Birch wood is tough and heavy, making it suitable for 
making furniture, handles and toys. 

The bark can be used for tanning leather. 

Scots Pine - Pinus sylvestris 

The bark of the Scots pine is a scaly orange-brown, 
which develops plates and fissures with age. Twigs are 
green-brown and hairless. 

Interesting facts: 
The needles on young trees grow longer than those on 
older trees. 

After pollination by wind, the female flowers turn 
green and develop into cones. They mature the 
following season, so there are always cones ofdifferent 
ages on the one tree. 

Scots pine is an evergreen and one of only three 
conifers or ‘cone-bearing’ trees native to the UK. 

Oak - Quercus petraea 

Oak bark starts smooth and silvery brown, becoming 
rugged and deeply fissured with age. 

Interesting facts: 
Oak trees support more wildlife than any other native 
trees. They host hundreds of species of insect, 
supplying many British birds with an important food 
source. The acorns are eaten by a number of birds 
and mammals including the jay, badger, deer and red 
squirrel. 

In England the oak has, for centuries, been a national 
symbol of strength and survival. 

Oak trees are prone to lightning strikes as they are 
often the tallest living feature in the landscape. 

Hawthorn - Crataegus monogyna 

Hawthorn bark is brown-grey, knotted and fissured, 
and twigs are slender and brown and covered in 
thorns. 

Interesting facts: 
Also known as the May-tree, due to its flowering 
period, it is the only British plant named after the 
month in which it blooms. 

Hawthorns are commonly found growing in 
hedgerows. The dense thorny foliage makes fantastic 
nesting shelter for many species of bird. 

The red fruits, known as ‘haws’, are edible and are 
most commonly used to make jellies, wines and 
ketchups. 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/native-trees/english-oak/
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