
What is the social relevance of this botanic garden? 
How can the Garden represent the communities and 
visitors of an unequal city? 

The answers lie in small, meaningful actions, that 
make visitors feel seen and heard every time they walk 
through the gates.

•	Connecting with other botanic gardens across the 
UK and globally  

•	Growing and expanding connections with  
community groups across the city  

•	Breaking down the perceived barriers between  
research and a public space

In a busy city in a challenging world, the Garden offers a pocket of nature, a safe 
space and a place to breathe and connect. Draw people into the Garden and 
help them find mental, physical and social healing. Nurture people alongside the 
plants. 

•	Introducing a sensory garden 

•	A chatty bench to sit to meet new friends and a quiet bench for time out and 
contemplation 

•	Wellbeing trails and guided walks - some to be hosted by night 

We’d like the Garden to talk to us in a way that is practical, accessible, engaging 
and inspirational – remembering that while we all love plants, we’re not all plant 
scientists. But most of all, we’d like the Garden to listen as much as it tells. There 
is a conversation to be had and stories to share. 

•	Actively diversifying how the Garden seeks and engages with feedback from 
visitors 

•	Providing information in a more visual and tactile way 

•	More texts and stories displayed, particular to each bed and the wildlife 

Art and artists should flourish in the Garden. 

In all its forms, art is a powerful form of expression 
that brings connection and joy. 

The Garden is full of stories – real and imagined, 
known and yet to be discovered – artists should be 
helping to share these stories and be inspired by 
them. 

•	More signs that tell untold stories behind some of 
the plants 

•	Validating the links between art and research to 
bring the research to life 

•	Creating connections and opportunities between  
artists, writers and botanic researchers

•	Showing location of dropped kerbs on maps 

•	Increasing number of signs in the Garden and for these 
to include neurodivergence and awareness of hidden  
disabilities and differences 

•	Publicising free tickets available to community groups 

The Garden is a special place and 
no one should feel shut out or 
unwelcome. 

Couldn’t more be done to 
understand and eliminate barriers 
to entering and enjoying the 
Garden? 

To actively engage with different 
classes, social groups, different 
neurotypes, ages and cultures and 
disabled people? 


