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We’re innovative, 
approachable and 
creative people.

W H O  W E  A R E . 

We believe in designing places that meet 

our clients’ needs and ensure all our 

designs are crafted for the people, the 

purpose and the place. That is our mission.

Architectural services

Masterplanning

BIM

3D modelling

PassivHaus

Visualisation

Architectural design

Project delivery

Consultancy

CPMG is an award-
winning firm providing 
services in architecture 
and interior design. 
Formed in 1997 following the merger of two highly successful 

practices in Nottingham, we offer over 20 years of cross-sector 

experience and have built a reputation for designing buildings 

and spaces that not only meet our clients’ needs but are also 

delightful places to be.

Working from our headquarters in Nottingham and our offices in 

London and China, we deliver projects across the UK and around 

the world.
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Our award-winning experience in the transport 

sector includes designing and completing 

eight air traffic control towers - more than any 

other architectural practice in the UK.

As a leading authority in this sector, we have 

unparalleled knowledge and experience of 

delivering projects for civilian and military 

airport clients. We have also designed baggage 

handling facilities, major terminals, departure 

lounges, multi-modal interchanges and jet 

hangars.

We have spoken at the Airport Design and 

Engineering Conference, highlighting our 

position as an innovative voice on air traffic 

control design.

Aviation and 
Transport
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Air Traffic Control 
Facility
In this design, the emphasis was on 
creating a bespoke, iconic form that 
gave the building its own identity 
and impact on the skyline whilst also 
addressing the need to integrate the 
tower fully with the base building.

The design concept enabled a curving, 
flowing integrated form to develop 
with an economy on floor area, and 
an emphasis on form. The design is 
intended to reflect the wider context of 
the airport itself.

Our work on Birmingham Air Traffic 
Control won Project of the Year in the 
West Midlands RICS Awards.

This emphasis is perhaps naturally 
presented through the need to perch 
the VCR at a fixed height in order to 
operate, and the concept attempts 
to lift and carry this element in an 
integrated and visually pleasing 
manner. 

Location:    Birmingham

Value:                 £8m
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Air Traffic Control 
Centre
Manchester Airport’s £20m air traffic 
control tower stands 60 metres tall, 
making it the second tallest in the 
UK after Heathrow. It was designed to 
provide 360 degree panoramic views 
around the airport, Greater Manchester 
and into Cheshire.

Completion of the work marked the 
end of a collaborative five-year project, 
which began with the contract awarded 
in late 2007, won against significant 
European interest.

The project, for one of the UK’s largest 
airports, was a challenging, yet 
rewarding experience. The successful 
transition of the air traffic services 
from the old tower to the new tower was 
a momentous date for all involved.

The construction of the 60 metre 
shaft was completed in just nine days 
and led by contractor Morgan Sindall 

who used the ‘slipform’ process. This 
involved concrete being continuously 
poured for 222 hours. Approximately 
600 cubic metres of concrete and 65 
tons of steel reinforcement were cast to 
form the nine metre wide shaft.

Location:    Manchester

Value:              £20m
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Siemens National 
Training Academy for 
Rail
Continuing investment in new trains 
for Eurostar and Thameslink leads 
Siemens Rail Division and the National 
Skills Academy to require an academy 
to upskill the UK Workforce in terms 
of rolling stock. The new academy is 
located in Northampton.

The building contains large scale 
workshop, training and amenity spaces.

The building successfully balances the 
functional requirements of the brief 
with the client’s aspiration for a high 
quality environment where people 
will want to be and want to learn. The 
client asked for a modern learning 
environment, and due to its location 
adjacent a main train line, a quality 
building emphasising the culture of 
Siemens rail and of NSARE. 

Working within an Arup led team; 
CPMG has developed a building with a 
pleasingly modern aesthetic, its simple, 
rectangular, mono pitched roofed 
form addresses the railway frontage 
whilst the building is entirely clad in 
polycarbonate that will glow strikingly 
when backlit at night.

Location:   Northampton

Value:                £3.5m
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Bombardier’s new testing and 
commissioning facility for Crossrail 
trains at Litchurch Lane site in Derby. 
Bombardier is manufacturing the new 
Aventra trains for the London Crossrail 
railways and this industrial facility 
provides them with the space to to 
provide ongoing maintenance.

The Main Shop building is designed 
as an efficient and cost effective 
thermal enclosure for the testing, 
commissioning and sales activities 
taking place within. The twin portal 
frame structure is clad with insulated 
metal cladding to the walls and roof 
providing a robust, durable and low 
maintenance shell. The roof cladding 
incorporates walk-safe roof-light panels 
within the cladding providing high 
levels of day-lighting with minimal 
maintenance. 

The two storey office element provides 
an efficient, light, hard-wearing 
environment for the users, integrated 
into the activities in the main ‘shop’. 

Bombardier V-Shop Location: Derby
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York Rail Engineering 
Centre
Jarvis Rail maintain large sections of 
the rail network for Railtrack. 

CPMG  had just successfully completed 
a new £10m headquarters building 
for Jarvis Rail in York, so when 
Jarvis required a new facility for 
the maintenance of their on track 
machinery they turned to CPMG to 
develop design concepts. 

The project will comprise a large 
engine shed to the rear of the site  
which provides a completely flexible 
space in which up to 16 machines of 
between 30m and 90m in length can be 
maintained at the same time. The shed 
also has associated welfare, training 
and office facilities all contained below 
an  imperforate, low maintenance roof. 
Total building area will be 8700m2

To the front of the site CPMG has 
identified a site for a future office 
development of 7000m2.

Location:  York
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RNAS Yeovilton ATC
This £4.5m air traffic control facility 
is one of the largest in the country. 
Relocated from its original position to 
south of the main runway, the ATC now 
gives full view of the entire airfield, 
which the original did not enjoy. It 
contains all ancillary accommodation 
needed to maintain an important 
military establishment

The main tower is located to maximise 
the height of the building within the 
restrictions that building on an airfield 
brings. The low level courtyard plan 
contains officer accommodation, 
briefing rooms, classrooms, approach 
control, welfare facilities (including 
overnight accommodation) and ground 
radio maintenance. The project was 
part of the South West Prime Contract 
led by Debut Services Ltd. CPMG 
Architects was one of the architectural 
consultants attached to this contract.

Location:     Yeovilton

Value:          £4.5m
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A new station on a green field site 
next to Radcliffe-on-Soar power 
station, designed for Midland Mainline 
Limited. The new station is located 
close to Junction 24 on the M1 and 
East Midlands Airport, which it serves 
via a shuttle-bus. The station site 
is also a ‘Park and Rail’ site, being 
located equidistant from the cities of 
Nottingham, Derby and Leicester

The project involves slewing the slow 
lines to make way for a central platform 
and track and signalling alterations 
to accommodate in total four new 
platforms, a two storey station building 
and overbridge, parking for 750 cars, 
and new road access to the A453.

The station building is a dramatic 
structure with a light and airy reception 
concourse, ticketing facilities, and a 
tower giving access to the overbridge 
and platforms. The project received 

outline planning permission but delays 
in the process caused the project to be 
taken over and completed by Network 
Rail to a different design.

East Midlands
Parkway Station

Location:  

Nottingham, Derby and Leicester
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Construction of a new supermarket in 
Sleaford opens up the opportunity to 
close the level crossing that currently 
divides the south end of the High St 
from the remainder of the town; it is 
replaced by a separate road bridge 
near the supermarket and footbridge 
adjacent to the Listed Railway Station. 
The closure of level crossings is a key 
focus of Network Rail in its drive to 
improve safety.

CPMG’s role is to work on behalf of our 
client, North Kesteven District Council 
to design the footbridge in accordance 
with Network Rail standards and 
to secure Listed Building consent. 
The project is expanding to include 
master planning of the Network Rail 
and Council owned land on the South 
side of the railway and to include a 
promotional video that illustrates these 
and other regeneration projects in the 
vicinity.

Sleaford Footbridge Location:  Sleaford
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Nottingham Cycle 
Hub
As part of a programme of 
enhancements to cycle facilities at east 
midlands railway stations, CPMG is 
working with Mott MacDonald on behalf 
of East Midlands Trains on the new 
cycle hub at Nottingham Station.

The cycle hub replaces the current, 
partially covered cycle store with a 
much larger store for 200 cycles; it 
incorporates changing facilities, a cycle 
repair facility and a cycle shop. The hub 
is to be located within the curtilage 
of Grade II listed Nottingham Railway 
Station, which therefore requires 
Listed Building Consent. The site is 
also on a redundant platform, leading 
to complex negotiations regarding 
proximity to running lines and the 
underground services. The design has 
been developed in close consultation 
with local cycle groups and NCC.

Location:  Nottingham
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Multi Modal 
Interchange
The multi-modal interchange allows 
passengers, arriving by either train or 
bus, to access the airport terminals 
directly via the airport’s new SkyRail 
people-mover system.

The development was completed on 26 
February, 2003. There are two separate 
bus lounges, serving local and national 
operators, and an upper concourse 
level, which collects passengers from 
the railway station. Travellers are then 
transferred directly into the airport 
terminals via the new elevated, cable-
operated light rail ‘people-mover’, which 
was built by Doppelmayr of Austria. 

Location:  Birmingham Airport

Value:                            £7m
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Air Traffic Control 
Centre
CPMG designed a new, modern air 
traffic control facility for the Isle of Man 
Airport, in line with a proposed runway 
extension. 

The building consists of a 35 metre 
visual control tower with a 485 square 
metre, two-storey support building 
containing an approach radar control 
room, equipment rooms and office 
spaces. 

CPMG carried out the 3D modelling 
of the airfield and produced accurate 
controllers’ eye view images in order 
to determine the final location for the 
tower. 

Location:   Isle of Man

Value:         £3.85m
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This five-storey, steel-framed building 
houses four different functions: 
external engineering (AGL), electronic 
engineering, training, and ATC.

The 29 metre-high building 
accommodates 40 ATC officers, who 
provide a 24-hour, 365-day service. Four 
consoles provide radar service and 
a Lower Airspace Advisory Service to 
aircraft. From the equipment rooms, a 
team of engineers and technicians is 
able to monitor, control and maintain 
the specialist systems sited all around 
the airport.

The training suite provides purpose-
built training and conference 
facilities. All operational areas are air-
conditioned, and controlled via a BMS 
system in the main terminal building, 
which also covers security and fire 
issues. 

Engineering, Training 
ATC Facility

Location:   Bristol

Value:      £3m
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Air Traffic Control 
Facility
Commissioned to design the new 
air traffic control tower and radar 
approach facility at East Midlands 
Airport, following on from the terminal 
development. The project was built 
on the land-side/air-side boundary, 
with baggage handling routes 
passing through the centre of the site. 
Operations had to be continuous.

The 50 metre tower has a slip-formed 
concrete stem, which was erected in 
10 days. It contains a lift, stair, and 
two separate service ducts, enabling 
avionics and building services to be 
kept separate.

The sub-cab was constructed at ground 
level for reasons of safety and quality 
control. It was then hoisted to the top 
of the tower in six hours using four 
hydraulic strand jacks. The VCR has 
28mm triple laminated, tinted and 
heated glass, with silicone joints and 

no mullions. This gives a virtually 
uninterrupted, 360 degree view of the 
airfield circuit, aprons and taxiways.

There is a large service zone below the 
VCR floor, accessed from a lowered 
floor area in front of the ATC desks. This 
enables work to be carried out with 
minimal disruption to controllers. 

Location:     East Midlands Airport

Value:                                  £3m
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Check-in Hall and 
Baggage Handling
This £8m project was completed in 
34 weeks, and won the DoE Quality in 
Construction Award for 1997. Some 32 
new check-in desks were provided in 
a new concourse area, which had to 
connect with the existing departures 
facilities.

Behind the check-in desks is a 4,000 
square metre baggage handling area 
which has two racetrack systems and 
the option to add a third if required. 

Location:     East Midlands Airport

Value:                                  £8m
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Nottingham 23 Warser Gate Nottingham NG1 1NU   

London 31/35 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TE   

Birmingham The Lewis Building, Bull Street, Birmingham. B4 6EQ

enquiries@cpmg-architects.com 

www.cpmg-architects.com
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