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A STUDENT'S VIEW
BA Business & Management

What were the factors that led to you choosing this particular course? 
Having studied business at GCSE, I looked at the UCAS website, and the University of 
Reading course, with its links to the Henley Business School, really stood out. The idea  
of getting recognition from one of the UK’s top business schools appealed to me, and 
my cousin had been on a course at Reading and really enjoyed it, so it just reinforced  
my preference.

I went along to the open day, and everyone was so friendly and the buildings were so 
impressive; in the end, it was an easy choice.

What were your expectations of the course, and has it lived up 
to them?
I expected to learn a lot about business and marketing, but in the second and fourth 
year, we can choose from a number of modules, and I chose finance.

In the third year, we spend the whole year on a placement, and the support we’ve had  
in finding a suitable company to work with has far exceeded my expectations. I ended 
up working at IBM.

How did that placement year work out?
It was great for me, although it was pretty nerve-wracking at the start. I’d never had 
a proper nine-to-five job before, so I was quite apprehensive. My placement was in 
the finance sector of IBM, located at Portsmouth, so it was good to be able to put 
into practice the skills I’d learned at University. And even though my manager left 
unexpectedly in February, the whole team rallied round and supported me.

‘I then shadowed the graduates in the consultancy division, and now I’m looking to get  
a role in that department after I graduate. It’s been an exciting journey!

So what advice would you offer to someone considering the 
Henley Programme?
I’d advise them to embrace university life to the full. Make friends outside of your own 
course and make sure you balance the work with social activities.

Get involved with the open days; you’ll see the lecturers from a whole new perspective. 
And throw yourself into your placement, because it will really help you to develop as a 
person and show you what you’re capable of.

The atmosphere at Reading is so special and friendly. All the staff are so willing to help, 
and however anxious you are when you arrive, the sense of community spirit helps you 
to adapt and grow in confidence.
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