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Visit our 
YouTube channel 

‘Lightsource 
Solar’ to watch 

the video!

 The majority of attendees were supportive of the proposal. 
The key benefits of the proposal were seen to be: 
 –  The environmental benefits of renewable energy generation;
 –  Reducing costs for the Technical Centre (with electricity

being their second largest cost), helping it to remain
competitive;

–  Providing a show case of solar panels featuring glass
developed at the Lathom Technical Centre;

– Limited views of either site from the surrounding area; and
– Habitat enhancement opportunities

 The key changes to the layout from those presented at the 
information event are detailed overleaf and have been made to 
avoid impacts on areas of archaeological sensitivity identified 
in the southern field.

 The landscaping plans have also been finalised, with new native 
hedgerows proposed on the eastern and western boundaries 
of the southern field, as well as infill planting along the southern 
boundary, to screen views from Hall Lane and Spa Lane – these 
will be grown and maintained to a minimum height of 3m (which 
is higher than the proposed panels).  

 Some concerns were raised about potential impacts of 
construction traffic; a Construction, Decommissioning and 
Traffic Management Plan has been prepared, which details 
the construction traffic route (avoiding Spa Lane), and 
requirements for temporary signage to direct traffic to the 
correct vehicle entrances. 

 Several attendees were keen to know more about the potential 
for locating beehives on the site. We have beehives on a 
number of our operational sites, and this is certainly something 
that can be looked at once the new species rich grass with 
wildflower seed mix establishes.

Thank You to all those who came to our
information event at the NSG Group’s Technical 
Centre in January 2018, your input has been 
important in helping us shape our proposals. 
A full summary of feedback topics and our 
responses are provided in our Statement 
of Community Involvement available on the 
Council website, in brief:  
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What happens next? Planning Application Submitted
A planning application has been submitted to West Lancashire Borough Council and has been validated with 
the following reference number: 2018/0409/FUL.

The application can be viewed here, using the reference number: http://www.westlancs.gov.uk/planning/
planning-applications-enforcement/search-for-planning-applications-and-decisions/search-and-view-planning-
applications.aspx

The Council has a 13 week timeframe to assess and determine the application.

A planning application has been submitted to West Lancashire Borough Council and has been validated with 
the following reference number: 2018/0409/FUL.

The application can be viewed here, using the reference number: http://www.westlancs.gov.uk/planning/
planning-applications-enforcement/search-for-planning-applications-and-decisions/search-and-view-planning-
applications.aspx

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Lightsource BP
7th Floor, 33 Holborn, 
London,  EC1N 2HU

Lightsource BP
7th Floor, 33 Holborn, 
London,  EC1N 2HU

t 0333 200 0755
e info@lightsourcebp.com
www.lightsourcebp.com

t 0333 200 0755
e info@lightsourcebp.com
www.lightsourcebp.com

PROPOSED SOLAR INSTALLATION AT LATHOM 
LANCASHIRE, POWERING NSG GROUP

Project Update, April 2018

As you may know, Lightsource BP is working with 
Pilkington Glass, a member of NSG Group, to develop 
a solar installation that will power the operations at 
their European Technical Centre in Lathom. 

Following on from our community information event 
in January, we have been reviewing feedback, 
completing a range of environmental assessments 
and fine tuning our proposals. 

We would like to take this opportunity to let you 
know that we have now submitted a planning 
application to West Lancashire Borough Council. 
This application has been validated and is available 
to view on the Council website using the following 
reference number 2018/0409/FUL.. 

We hope that this update will provide a helpful 
overview of changes that we have made to the 
proposal, as well as our final landscaping and habitat 
creation plans.

What’s 
changed?

Amendments to the layout to avoid 
impacts on identified archaeological features

New native hedgerows and habitat creation

Construction management plans 
finalised, including ensuring  

construction traffic  
avoids Spa Lane



B5240

European Technical Centre

Livestock grazing
The solar installation is being 
designed to accommodate 
the grazing of sheep. This 
means that the project 
will allow for continued 
agricultural use, as well as 
locally-generated energy.

Cable Trench 
Option 1

Cable Trench 
Option 2

Electrical cabinets 
Electrical cabinets relocated 
from centre of field to avoid an 
area of archaeological sensitivity 

Access
Access track rerouted along 
western field boundary
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Proposed solar installation at Lord’s Cottage, Hall Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 6JB, 
powering NSG Group

The revised proposal:

We have undertaken a number of environmental 
assessments to inform the development of the proposal, 
and these accompany the planning application made to the 
Council. The results of these assessments, combined with 
feedback we have received from the local community have 
helped shape our final designs and management plans. 

Mammal gates
Sections of the fencing 
will be raised or will 
include ‘access gates’ 
to allow small mammals 
to move freely across 
the site. 

Species-rich grass
Species rich grass mix 
with wildflowers, suitable 
for grazing, to be seeded 
inside fence

Tussocky grassland
Tussocky grassland to be 
seeded outside fence. 

Gaps in hedgerow infilled
Gaps in vegetation by the 
southern boundary will be in-filled 
with planting to provide visual 
screening as well as providing 
better connectivity, shelter and 
foraging resources for wildlife.

Bird and bat boxes
10 bird nest boxes and 
10 bat roost boxes are 
proposed within Technical 
Centre grounds to encourage 
nesting and roosting.

Archaeology
During WWI, Lathom Park was used by the War 
Office as a remount depot for training cavalry 
units, and the archaeological investigations we 
have undertaken have identified the remains of 
structures from this time within the southern 
field. The results of geophysical surveys 
identified remains of what are likely to be barrack 
or stable blocks, an exercise track, concrete or 
brick roadways, yards and drains. 

In order to avoid impacting on the earthwork 
remains, a Written Scheme of Investigation has 
been prepared in consultation with the County 
Archaeologist, detailing mitigation measures to be 
implemented during construction, together with 
changes to the layout plan as shown.

Martin Mere
Martin Mere reserve is located 
5.6km north-west of the site. 
Wintering bird surveys were 
carried out over 6 months which 
found that no geese, swans or 
other SPA (Special Protection 
Area) qualifying species 
were recorded on the site or 
surrounding fields. 

Cables 
Cables connecting panel 
rows to the transformer 
to be installed in above 
ground cable trays 
rather than buried

We invite those who wish to read more 
about the history of the area and the 
archaeological features identified on site 
to view the Heritage Settings Impact 
Assessment, Archaeological Desk Based 
Assessment and Geophysical Survey 
Report submitted with the planning 
application – all of which are available on the 
Council website.

New Hedgerows (                )
New native hedgerows on the eastern 
and western boundaries is proposed. The 
new planting will be grown to a minimum 
height of 3 metres to help to screen the 
site from Hall Lane and Spa Lane.   Reports of Potential Horse Burials

We note that there have been some media 
stories featuring suggestions that the 
proposed field was the site of a substantial 
horse burial. No evidence has been found 
on this site that matches the descriptions 
of the reported horse burials, and no earth 
disturbance consistent with a burial has been 
identified through the geophysical survey.

What is a geophysical survey? 

A geophysical survey is a non-intrusive 
survey used to detect sub-surface features, 
in this case by detecting variations in the 
magnetic fields in the ground. It is possible 
to use the readings of the survey to create a 
plan of what is under the ground, almost like 
an x-ray.


