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A protected habitat for bees

Harvest more than just energy

Alongside securing long-term savings and helping to 
reach your sustainability objectives, a Lightsource BP 
solar farm can provide wider benefits. Chief among 
these is boosting the biodiversity of the environment 
around the solar farm, including enhancing habitats for 
wildlife

With businesses under increased pressure to 
contribute to the preservation and restoration of the 
ecosystems of the locations in which they operate, this 
additional benefit can go a long way to supporting your 
CSR objectives. 

Once a solar farm’s infrastructure is in place, the 
site is largely left undisturbed for up to 40 years. As 
well as the natural regeneration which takes place 
during this time, Lightsource BP is also proactive 
in implementing appropriate enhancements to 
increase biodiversity, such as species-rich grass, wild 
flowers and habitat piles - all of which contribute to 
instigating an ecosystem which is pollen-rich and 
bee-friendly.

The solar panels themselves are placed to avoid 
areas which are shaded by vegetation, particularly 
along the field boundaries. This typically allows for 
wide, unutilised margins which are partially sheltered 
and fenced off from maintenance activities and 
grazing. Lightsource BP works with beekeepers across 
the country to host hives in these locations, which 
are ideal habitats for bees and other insects. 

As well as providing valuable space for local bee 
farming ventures and supporting local businesses, 
having more pollinators amongst the farmland also 
furthers our aim of cultivating a more biodiverse 
environment for wildlife, and even benefits food 
production in the surrounding fields.

CSR benefits of solar 
farm bees  

Supporting local 
businesses

Help reduce the demise 
of the insect population

Community
engagement

Boost 
biodiversity in 
the local area

Honey, 
a unique corporate gift!



C A S E  S T U DY

Wilburton Solar Farm in Cambridgeshire, UK, 
was the first solar project where we piloted 
our bee biodiversity plan. Nestled beyond 
thick hedgerows at Mingay Farm, close to the 

rural village of Wilburton, the solar farm sits 
amongst grassland and wild flowers and has a 
power output of 24.3MWp.

A home for bees

The first section of the solar farm was 
installed in 2011, and since then the site has 
seen a noticeable increase in biodiversity. 
Wild flowers have been encouraged amongst 
the panels, creating an undisturbed haven 
for species such as the red-listed Grey 
Partridge, brown hare and numerous species 
of butterfly.

In 2015, with the encouragement from the 
farm’s landowner, Lightsource BP partnered 
with a local bee farmer to install 10 hives on 
the site.

Harvest

The bee farmer’s harvest is sold in local farm 
shops whilst we use our harvest as corporate 
gifts and to raise awareness of Lightsource 
BP’s biodiversity efforts.

Inspired by 2015’s harvest success, we 
planted another four acres of wild flowers 
close to the hives, and a further area of bird-
friendly seed. With the increase in pollen-
rich food, we’ve since had a number of 
bumper harvests and the hives are still going 
strong today. 

Local enterprise

Five of the hives are owned by Lightsource 
BP and five belong to a local member of the 
Bee Farmers’ Association. In exchange for 
the space, the bee farmer also tends the 
Lightsource BP hives. 

350,000
Bees homed

Sept 2015
First harvest

110
Acres

6,770
Homes powered

Wilburton Solar Farm, UK



By choosing Lightsource BP, you’re already part of our drive toward sustainable 
development. As part of the planning application for any solar farm we develop a 
biodiversity management plan for the land, which may include the creation of bee-
friendly habitats. If you would like to be part of the Lightsource BP solar farm bee 
project, and create your own branded honey, contact info@lightsourcebp.com

How can your business get involved?
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