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COMMUNITY INFORMATION PACK
Orange Grove Solar Project

S TAT I S T I C S

50,417 MWh (Megawatts 
hours) supplied per year 

Equivalent to the energy 
needs of 7,000 households

27,500 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide emissions saved

Equivalent to taking over 
5,500 cars off the road

148 acres of land

We want to hear from you!

COMMUNITY
INFORMATION

This project will contribute towards 
international targets to reduce carbon 
emissions as outlined in the Paris Agreement 
to which Trinidad and Tobago is a signatory, 
as well as contributing to national 
renewables targets.

The full set of information for 
the project is available at:
www.lightsourcebp.com/tt_
en/projects

If you have any questions please 
contact the project team on:
(868) 395-6253

We would be pleased to receive your feedback by 30  November 2020

The consortium of Lightsource bp, Shell and bp are currently 
working with the Government of Trinidad and Tobago to jointly 
develop 2 commercial scale solar power projects, one of which 
is Orange Grove Solar Project, which is being delivered in 
collaboration with the University of the West Indies. As such, 
residents are invited to an online community information 
awareness event on Thursday 12th November 2020 at 
6:30pm where more details on the project will be shared and any 
community concerns related to the proposed project discussed. 
The consortium will develop and construct the solar project 
which will have an output power capacity of approximately 20 
megawatts (MW).

This site has been chosen after careful consideration, and to 
help shape the project, we’re now undertaking a wide range 
of environmental assessments which include landscape and 
visual, heritage and archaeology, ecology and ornithology, 
flood risk and more. We are required to submit an application 
to the Environmental Management Authority for a Certificate 
of Environmental Clearance and to the Ministry of Planning 
and Development for Town and Country Planning approval. An 
important part of the environmental assessment and planning 
process is engaging with local communities to provide more 
information on the proposed solar project and gather feedback. 
Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions we shall be hosting 
the community engagement virtually through our website as we 
aim to ensure that our community engagement is undertaken 
safely. 

We’ve set up a dedicated webpage for this proposed project 
at www.lightsourcebp.com/tt_en/projects/orange-grove-
solar-farm which will be the platform for our online community 
engagement. 

Why is this project important?
Solar is a passive form of technology, generating electricity without 
creating any waste products or pollutants. This makes it an ideal 
energy source for Trinidad and Tobago, as we work towards  
internationally agreed targets for carbon emissions under the Paris 
Agreement.

How will the equipment be protected?
The solar installation will be enclosed by a metal security fence about 
2 metres in height, and CCTV cameras will monitor the boundary 
fence and area within the solar installation. These will be specifically 
positioned to make sure they do not impinge on the privacy of 
residents.

Do solar installations pose a health risk? 
No - solar is a passive technology which doesn’t produce any harmful 
by-products such as atmospheric emissions, water discharge, or 
chemicals. All electrical equipment we use meets the Electromagnetic 
Compatibility (EMC) Directive.

Will the solar installation cause traffic disruption?
Once the solar installation is in place it requires very little maintenance 
and only a few monthly visits in regular cars or 4x4s. Whilst the solar 
installation is being constructed, a traffic management plan will be put 
in place.

Do solar panels lead to glare?
Glint and glare from the panels are uncommon and typically only 
occurs for receptors within 1 km of the panels, looking directly at the 
panels, and when the sun is in a specific position in the sky. Solar farms 
are a common feature near strategic highways and airports in other 
countries. A glint and glare assessment is currently being carried out 
for the solar farm, which will consider the need for any design changes 
or landscaping.

FA Q S

F I N D  O U T  M O R E

C O M M U N I T Y
E N G A G E M E N T

It’s important to us that the local community is fully informed of the plans for the site and have the opportunity 
to comment and learn about the proposal. Due to COVID-19, we’ve set up a dedicated webpage for this project 
at www.lightsourcebp.com/tt_en/projects/orange-grove-solar-farm, which will be the platform for our online 
community event on Thursday 12th November 2020 at 6:30pm . Here you will be able to view all of the information 
that would normally be available at our physical community events

Normally, face to face meetings would provide an opportunity for communities to have their  questions answered. 
However, with the current COVID-19 restrictions and to maintain this level of engagement, our team will be 
available for the local community to provide feedback and answer any questions they may have either via email, 
video calls or telephone. 

We want to ensure that our engagement is inclusive and are aware that not everyone within the community may 
be able to join this event. Therefore, if you would like to receive a call back from the team to discuss the project or 
know of someone who would, we would be pleased to arrange this at a convenient time. 

W H O  A R E  W E ?

If you have queries in relation to this project, please contact the project team by (868) 395-6253, or emailing info@
coastaldynamics.com. You can also write to us at c/o Coastal Dynamics Ltd, Unit 5, Lot 2C, Chootoo Trace, El 
Socorro, San Juan, Trinidad and Tobago. It is our current intention to host a second 
public event in early 2021.

The consortium combines the experience of bp 
and Shell with the expertise of Lightsource bp. 
Shell and bp each has over a century of operational 
experience globally and have a long history as 
major operators in Trinidad and Tobago’s energy 
industry. 

Lightsource bp, a 50:50 joint venture between 
Lightsource and bp, is a global leader in the 
development and management of solar energy 
projects. Lightsource bp is the managing partner 
and has 300+ utility-scale solar installations and 
over ten years’ experience in this sector.



O U R  I N I T I A L  T H O U G H T S

Cultural Heritage Impact
We are aware that there are sites of 
cultural importance in the area, and have 
commissioned independent surveys to 
make sure our proposals will fully assess the 
potential for archaeology within the site.

Flood Risk
We will carry out an assessment of 
drainage and fl ood risk to ensure the 
project infrastructure is safe from fl ood 
damage and that local communities 
remain protected.

Native Species
We have undertaken an ecological 
survey to inform the layout design and 
construction mitigation measures.

Existing Vegetation
While developing the layout we will 
seek to maintain the majority of the 
existing vegetation onsite.

Green Open Spaces
The installation has been designed to leave 
wide spaces around the site boundaries and 
between the row of panels to avoid shading 
the panels. This will leave the majority of 
the fenced solar array area as uncovered 
grassland.

We’re still in the early stages, and our plans will evolve based on local input and the results of 
our ecological, landscape and heritage assessments. These are our current thoughts. 

ORANGE GROVE

60 hectares
T&TEC ORANGE
GROVE SUBSTATION

T&TEC PIARCO
SUBSTATION

Proposed area for developing solar 
infrastructure and landscaping

Possible overhead electricity line

Key

Boosting Biodiversity
A bespoke Environmental Management Plan 
will ensure that the existing and new habitats 
are enhanced or created to benefi t local wildlife. 
As part of this initiative, our landscape planting, 
seeding and habitat creation plans will focus 
on native species. We are keen to hear from 
and work with any local beekeepers and land 
management organisations to support wildlife 
and boost the local habitats.

Access
The site is accessed from Orange Grove Road, 
which leads to the Churchill-Roosevelt Highway 
(CRH). The CRH is a well-used dual carriageway 
road built to national standards, with good visibility 
splays, access and egress points, and speed limits


