
Lightsource bp is working on a proposal for the Goulburn River Solar Farm Project (the Project), located between Wollar and Merriwa, on 
Wollara Road, in the Upper Hunter Region of NSW (see Figure 1). 

The Project would consist of a 520-megawatt (MWp) photovoltaic solar farm, a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) and associated 
infrastructure including operation and maintenance buildings, civil works, and electrical components and would connect into the existing 
transmission network. 

Thursday 28 October 2021 at 5.30pm – 6:30pm  
and

Saturday 30 October 2021 at 3pm - 4pm

We’ve set up a dedicated webpage for this proposed project with 
further project information and opportunities to get in touch 
with us to discuss the proposal. 
www.lightsourcebp.com/au/projects/goulburn-river-solar-farm 

Our first two Community Information Sessions will be conducted 
online and take place on:

Please register your interest in one of these sessions by entering 
your contact details here:  
https://grinformationsessionregistrationform.questionpro.com 
or by scanning the QR code, and we will send you the  
session log in details.

We would like to ensure that our 
engagement is inclusive, and we are aware 
that not everyone in the community will 
be available at these times or may not 
have access to the online platform. If you 
would like to receive a call back from the 
team to discuss the Project, or know of 
someone who would, we would be pleased 
to arrange at a convenient time.

Community information sessions

C o m m u n i t y  I n f o r m a t i o n  Pa c k
G o u l b u r n  R i v e r  S o l a r  F a r m 
O C T O B E R  2 0 2 1

t 1300 873 575
e goulburnriversolar@lightsourcebp.com
www.lightsourcebp.com

Key project statistics

Proposed development of 800 hectares 
(ha) on 2000 ha of freehold land

Meets 4% of the average NSW 
energy demand

700,000 tonnes of carbon 
emissions saved

Equivalent to taking over 254,000 
cars off the road

Operational life of at least 35 years 

520 MWdc solar farm with co-located 
BESS on site

Equivalent to the energy needs of 
156,000 households

Installation of 950,000 solar panels

t 1300 873 575
e goulburnriversolar@lightsourcebp.com
www.lightsourcebp.com

Who are we?

Community consultation during the earliest stages of project development is important to us. 

It’s important to us that the local community is fully informed of the Project and have the opportunity to participate in the planning process and 
provide feedback. In the coming months, Lightsource bp and Umwelt will be contacting a range of community members and stakeholders in 
proximity to, or who may have an interest in, the Project. This will include nearby residents, local businesses and service providers, community 
groups and government agencies. 

Outcomes of the community consultation will be summarised and shared with the community in a second Community Information Sheet, which 
will also be available on the Project website, with further consultation planned during the EIS preparation phase in 2022. 

Opportunities for community participation and feedback will continue throughout each stage of the planning and assessment process. If you 
would like to receive further information on the Project or would like to arrange a time to meet with the Project team, please contact us on the 
details below. 

We look forward to your participation and involvement.

Community consultation program - how can I be involved?

Email: goulburnriversolar@lightsourcebp.com 
Phone: 1300 873 575
Website: www.lightsourcebp.com/au/projects/goulburn-river-solar-farm

Contact us

Lightsource bp is a global market leader in the funding, development and long-term management of large-scale solar projects and smart 
energy solutions and we work closely with local businesses to deliver sustainable renewable energy projects.

We have engaged Umwelt (Australia), leading environmental and social consultants, to deliver 
the Environmental Impact Statement and Social Impact Assessment for the Project.



Figure 1 – Project locality
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Figure 2 – Phases of key environmental and social impact 
assessment activities and outputs
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What assessments will be required?

The Project will be assessed under the NSW State Significant 
Development planning process, which is outlined in Figure 2, 
and will also be referred to the Commonwealth Department 
of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE). The 
Project is currently in its Scoping Phase (the initial planning 
stages), which includes preliminary environmental and social 
assessments, which are planned to be lodged with the NSW 
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) and 
DAWE in late 2021. Lightsource bp is seeking feedback from 
the local community on the Project as part of the planning and 
development process.

The social and environmental assessments for the Project will be 
prepared by Umwelt Australia (Umwelt) and will cover a range of 
matters, including:

 

• Social and community

• Land use

• Biodiversity

• Landscape and visual

• Aboriginal heritage

• Hazard and risk

• Noise

• Water
 
 

The Social Impact Assessment (SIA) will address matters 
important to the community by understanding the views, issues, 
interests, and concerns in relation to the Project through the 
Community Consultation Program commencing in October 2021.  

What assessments will be required?


