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Lightsource bp supports the Sustainable Development Goals

Cleaning up for our planet 

We want to be as transparent as possible, so as part of our 
sustainability strategy we’ll be setting targets and issuing 
annual reports on waste management.

As a business we are already ISO14001 certified and following 
the necessary standards for environmental management. 

Our key areas of focus are:

• Office waste

• Development and construction waste

• Operations and maintenance waste

• End-of-life decommissioning

• PV Panels

Our offices and COVID-19 impacts

We work with the facilities management teams across our 
offices to ensure all waste is effectively sorted and to recycle as 
much as possible.  

Following our global return to flexible office working after 
the COVID-19 pandemic, we have implemented many of 
the principles learned through remote working in terms of 
minimising waste impacts. 

These include reductions in printing, general waste and 
removing single-use plastic across all our offices globally.

Construction waste 

As part of our ISO 14001 certification, we have to set out 
enviromental management plans in waste management. We 
require our suppliers to produce waste management plans for 
review in accordance with regional legislation and protocols. 

Through our sustainability strategy we plan to further increase 
visibility and handling of our construction waste and set out 
goals on reduction across the construction supply chain.

Operations & Maintenance 

At Lightsource bp we’re committed to managing the entire life-
cycle of our solar projects which is often anywhere between 25 
and 40 years. 

During that period we are dedicated to continually ensuring 
the site runs to its maximum efficiency, cleaning the panels, 
managing the land and testing equipment. 

As part of our sustainability goals, we are also looking at how 
we can reduce waste during site maintenance – this includes 
reducing our green waste and ensuring any damaged or 
malfunctioning solar panels are effectively recycled. We work 
with a number of organisations including PV Cycle and SIEA 
to ensure that none of our panels during a solar farm’s lifetime 
end up in landfill.

Decommissioning 

Decommissioning plans are built in to every project from the 
outset to ensure that we return the land around a solar project 
back to its natural state.  This includes removing the panels, 
the posts they’re are mounted on, and all other equipment and 
hardware.  After successful decommissioning no element of 
the solar installation is left on site either above or below the 
ground.  

As part of the planning and permitting process, we make a 
commitment to recycle and reuse as much of this waste as 
possible. Whilst our first projects are not due to end their life 
for another 15years, this date is not far from our minds and we 
will look to establish strong standards and processes on this as 
this date approaches.
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Effective recycling of solar panels 

We are acutely aware that while the waste produced from 
our solar panels is relatively small right now, as our solar 
farms reach their end of life and we begin to decommission 
thousands of solar panels we need to build in programmes 
to ensure that our solar panels are effectively recycled.  

Recycling of solar panels not only prevents them from 
ending up in landfill but creates a circular economy, 
potentially financing the solar industry’s future growth. 

Programmes for the effective recycling of solar panels 
vary from country to country.  We want to develop a 
centralised strategy that is trackable and traceable so that 
we know where every one of our solar panels ends up. 

As members of organisations such as PV Cycle or SEIA, 
we take steps to ensure we’re compliant with managing 
solar waste.  These organisations also work with 
manufacturers to look at manufacturing processes and 
find ways to make solar panels more recyclable and use 
less materials in the first place as part of the production. 
Thin-film and silicon panels require different processes 
to recycle them and we need to ensure that both types 
of panels are recycled in the right way. 

What’s next? 

Whilst the changes we want to make to reduce our waste 
will not occur overnight, our immediate goals are to put 
in place systems and data collection across our entire 
business to create as much visibility on our waste footprint 
as possible. We will then actively seek out ways to minimise 
our waste footprint and be transparent in this reporting.
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Define and implement a site 
waste management strategy

This will be achieved through a 
global audit to assess our waste 
footprint  

Remove single-use plastic

across our offices and offer 
waste free alternatives

Establish a minimum 
standard of waste 
management

and set annual targets 

Campaign for further 
measures

to encourage internal 
waste reduction
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Contact us

If you would like to find out more about 
Lightsource bp or our sustainability strategy, 
please get in touch through email and we will try 
our best to answer any questions you may have.

info@lightsourcebp.com

mailto:info@lightsourcebp.com
https://www.instagram.com/lightsourcebp/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lightsourcebp/
https://twitter.com/lightsourcebp
https://www.lightsourcebp.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/LightsourceSolar

