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View from the north-east, early 19th cent. (Town view) 

TRIM 
Trim is situated to the east of the centre of a region of Ireland that John 

Andrews has called the 'eastern triangle'.1 This triangle is drawn along a line 
from Dundalk in the north, to Mullingar in the west and eastwards to a point 
south of Dublin near Bray. The region is one of relatively flat and fertile 
lands, bounded by areas of hilly, mountainous and boggy terrain (Map 1). 
Trim is located in an area of drift-mantled Carboniferous limestone, on 
which fertile grey-brown podzolic soils have developed. These soils are well 
suited to pastoral and arable land uses.2 The fertility of the soil, coupled with 
the absence of any coastal barriers and ready access inland along the Boyne 
and Liffey rivers, has left the eastern triangle open to outside influences 
since prehistory. As a result the landscape of the region is a palimpsest 
created by indigenous developments and the effects of colonisers. 

The site of Trim was determined by a fording point on the Boyne close 
to the upper limit of navigation. To the north of the river there are a number 
of low hills, on two of which St Patrick's Church and the Yellow Steeple are 
located. To the south there is an area of flat ground adjacent to the Boyne 
where the southern part of the medieval town was built, and a fairly low but 
prominent hill that became the site for the castle. Further south the ground 
rises steeply. Immediately skirting the southern edge of the town is the east-
west Trim esker — a long, narrow ridge of gravel that was laid down in a 
tunnel beneath the Pleistocene ice sheet. This glacial landform has provided 
a natural line for a routeway since prehistoric times.3 

Trim first appears in the historical record in a remarkably detailed 
account of the foundation of the church there by St Lomman in A.D. 432, 
contained in the Additamenta of the Patrician texts in the Book of Armagh.4 
The foundation story reveals a number of key points about the character, 
origin and development of the early medieval settlement. It is clear from the 
account that a significant settlement existed at the time of the foundation of 
the church. Ath Truimm was the location of the dros (residence) of Fedelmid 
son of Loeguire, king of the territory of Cenel Loeguire Breg. This residence 
was probably a large ringfort: Bethu Phdtraic uses the word dun for the dros 
referred to in the Additamenta.5 The placename Ath Truimm indicates the 
existence of a ford and that the fortified royal residence was sited, at least 
partly, with a view to controlling the fording place of the Boyne, adjacent to 
the routeway following the line of the esker. 

The position of the ford is uncertain (Fig. 1). It has been suggested that 
the crossing point was sited where Watergate Street meets the river.6 The 
Boyne is wide and shallow here and therefore this could have been a likely 
choice for a fording place.7 At this point the ford would have extended from 
the line of Emmet Street and Watergate Street from the south, perhaps 
preserving the course of an ancient north-south routeway, but it is unclear 
where this would have continued on the north side of the river. It is possible 
that the later town wall follows the line of an older roadway. A more likely 
location for the ford is the site of the later bridge. Here there are connecting 
roads on both sides of the river along High Street to the north and Market 
Street/Emmet Street to the south. The Boyne, at present, is narrower and 
slightly deeper at this point. However, there is good evidence to show that, 
in the early medieval period, the river was considerably wider and therefore 
probably shallower than at present, possibly extending as far south as 
Market Street.8 

The geographical context for fifth-century Trim was not restricted to 
Ireland. The foundation story reveals strong connections between Trim and 
Britain. Fedelmid's wife and mother were British and he was able to 
converse with Lomman. Trim, linked by the Boyne, was part of a wider Irish 
Sea region in the period immediately following the collapse of Roman rule 
in Britain. 

The foundation story indicates direct continuity between the pagan royal 
centre at Trim and the early church. Fedelmid, we are told, granted Ath 
Truimm to the church and moved across the river to a new site at Cluain 
Lagen. The likelihood, therefore, is that the dun at Ath Truimm was used as 
the enclosure for the newly established church and associated settlement. 
Control over the territory and settlement granted by Fedelmid was divided 
between an ecclesiastical succession originating with his son Foirtchern, and 
a lay succession from another son, Fergus. 

Where was the location of the dun and its successor, the enclosure and 
church of the ecclesiastical settlement? It has been suggested that High 
Street, Castle Street and the castle wall preserve the curving line of the early 
ecclesiastical enclosure (Fig. 1, C).9 This seems unlikely for a number of 
reasons. Firstly, there is no evidence that an early church ever existed at the 
site of the twelfth-century St Mary's Abbey, which is the only church within 
this putative enclosure. Secondly, the enclosure proposed would have been 
extremely large: towards the limit for outer enclosures as given by Swan and 
far more extensive than the largest of the inner enclosures.10 This model 
would not fit in with what we know of Trim's relative significance as a 
church site. Thirdly, this proposed enclosure would have been divided by the 
Boyne. No other example exists of an early church enclosure split by a 
major river. 

The early church was almost certainly located at, or adjacent to, the 
present-day St Patrick's Cathedral. In the middle ages this was the parish 
church (becoming a cathedral only in the twentieth century). Its dedication 
to St Patrick, attested to in medieval sources, indicates that it was the 
successor of the early Christian foundation, which had been linked with 
Armagh and Patrick from the late seventh century. Examination of plot 
boundaries and street alignments in the vicinity of the church reveals two 
possible outlines of an early ecclesiastical enclosure (Fig. 1, A and B). 
Outline B depends on the early church having been located significantly to 
the east of the remains of the late medieval church. Outline A, therefore, is 
more likely to delineate the early enclosure. Excavation would be required 
to test this hypothesis. The ecclesiastical settlement at Trim continued in use 
as an episcopal and monastic centre throughout the early middle ages. 
References are made to bishops, abbots, principes and erenaghs. Control 
over the church at Trim passed from one branch of the Loeguire dynasty, the 
Cenel Fedelmtheo, to the Cenel nEndai branch in the early eighth century.11 

It is also probable that the early medieval settlement at Trim continued to 
have a secular as well as an ecclesiastical focus. The succession lists given 
at the end of the foundation story make it clear that Ath Truimm was jointly 
inherited by clerical and lay successors of the founding patron, Fedelmid. 
The most recent excavations at Trim Castle have revealed a post-and-wattle 
animal corral, to the south of the main keep, that probably dates from the 
early medieval period. This could be evidence for the existence of a secular 
component of the settlement at Trim, located on the southern bank of the 
Boyne. More extensive remains of this may well have been destroyed by the 
building of the castle in the late twelfth century. Trim in the early medieval 
period was therefore a complex settlement made up of two components: an 
ecclesiastical focus occupying a low hill on the north side of the Boyne and 
located on the site of the pre-Christian royal fortified residence; and a 
secular focus to the south of the river, which perhaps preserved some of the 
functions of the pre-church settlement, in particular control of the strategic 
ford. Early medieval Trim thus has many similarities with Dublin in the 
same period.12 

The sources give us little indication of topographical development during 
the early medieval period. It does appear, however, that Trim was not one of 
the most significant sites at the time of the major church reforms and of 
important economic, social, political and cultural developments of the 
twelfth century. Trim, despite its connections with Armagh and a continuous 
episcopal presence, does not emerge as one of the diocesan centres 
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Fig. 1 Possible sites of the early ecclesiastical enclosure and ford at Trim 

established during the early twelfth century. Clonard and Duleek were made 
the core points of territorial dioceses, although the status of Duleek is 
uncertain and by the later twelfth century Clonard emerged as the sole 
diocesan centre in east Meath. The Ua Caindelbain dynasty that controlled 
Trim was not sufficiently powerful to assert the claims of the church there 
to be the focus for the wider region. There is a single reference to a round 
tower at Trim but no surviving evidence of Romanesque architecture.13 This 
is perhaps evidence of a lack of prosperity and vitality in the mid to late 
twelfth century. Trim was also repeatedly and deliberately burnt during this 
time, in 1128, 1143 and 1155. The 1128 burning, 'including church, people 
and cattle', was due to an attack by the Mac Lochlainns from Ulster.14 It is 
possible that members of the ruling Ua Caindelbain dynasty, who 
experienced violent internal disputes in this period, were not sufficiently 
strong to protect their principal settlement from attack. 

* * * 
Trim, therefore, on the eve of the Anglo-Norman colonisation of Ireland 

was probably in a considerably weakened state owing to the political decline 
of its ruling family. Nevertheless, when Hugh de Lacy was granted the vast 
lordship of Meath by King Henry II in 1172, the strategic advantages of 
Trim would have been obvious. It was centrally located within the lordship 
and was connected to existing road and riverine transport networks. In the 
subinfeudation of Meath, de Lacy retained Trim as a demesne manor and 
made it the caput or head of the new lordship. 

The essential first step in establishing the Anglo-Norman presence at 
Trim was the building of a castle. The earliest castle was a fortified house 
surrounded by a stockaded ditch (Plate 1). A contemporary account of the 
building of the first castle states that Hugh de Lacy 'fortified a dwelling at 
Trim (a Trymferma une meisun)'. This leaves open the possibility that the 
castle was built on the site of an existing structure. A military garrison was 
installed in this earth and timber castle. The Gaelic Irish were quick to 
recognise the strategic significance of this castle in the changing balance of 
power in post-conquest Ireland. A broad-based alliance of Gaelic forces 
from Connacht, the midlands and Ulster led by Ruaidri Ua Conchobhair 
attacked and destroyed the newly-constructed castle, which had been 
abandoned by its custodian, Hugh Tyrell: 'they completely demolished the 
motte and razed it all to the ground, but first they set fire to the dwelling'. 
Following the pattern of Gaelic warfare of the time, having destroyed the 
castle, the members of the alliance then retreated from Trim. This meant that 
Hugh Tyrell, with the assistance of Richard fitz Gilbert de Clare 
(Strongbow) who sent forces from Leinster, was able almost immediately to 
rebuild the castle and to re-establish the garrison. Although the Gaelic Irish 

could see the threat posed by this early Trim Castle and were able, with little 
opposition, to destroy the building, they had no long-term strategy of their 
own to counteract Anglo-Norman plans.15 

When Hugh de Lacy returned to Meath in 1175, work began on the 
construction of a stone fortress. Our understanding of the history of Trim 
Castle has developed considerably over time,16 and has been greatly refined 
by recent excavations and the dendrochronological dating of oak timbers 
found during the course of restoration work.17 The first phase of construction 
took place between 1175 and 1180 and saw the erection of a one-storey hall-
keep. The keep was enclosed by a stone curtain wall with mural towers. The 
upper storeys were added by Walter de Lacy after 1194 and the raising of the 
side towers and the addition of a hall on the third floor completed the basic 
structure around 1202. Although castles of the keep and curtain wall type are 
common in the twelfth century, the plan of Trim Castle is unique. It is square 
with four lesser towers projecting from its four sides, producing a cross-
shaped twenty-sided building. The encircling curtain wall encloses an area 
of 1.5 hectares (Fig. 2). 

This keep and curtain wall castle served a number of functions. Firstly, it 
was a military stronghold for the lordship of Meath. Trim Castle was the 
central point in a network of lesser castles throughout the lordship designed 
to exert military power over a conquered territory. The great stone donjon 
and its encircling walls and towers were also powerful and intimidating 
symbols of the Anglo-Normans in the landscape of conquest. Secondly, as 
conquest gradually gave way to colonisation and settlement, the castle 
securely housed the growing administrative apparatus of de Lacy's lordship. 
The lordship and liberty of Meath (when not in royal hands) operated 
virtually as an independent kingdom. It had its own chancery, exchequer and 
judiciary.18 Thirdly, the castle was the lord's residence. 

In order to underline the colonial imprint on the lordship of Trim, Hugh 
de Lacy established the Augustinian abbey (St Mary's) at some point before 
his death in 1186. Whether or not there was some connection between this 
foundation and the early monastic house at Trim is impossible to say from 
the evidence available. What is certain is that the abbey patronised by de 
Lacy was seen as a new foundation. The establishment of the abbey offered 
an opportunity to introduce clergy of Anglo-Norman origin and to stimulate 
the process of colonisation. The imposing abbey buildings also furthered the 
process of inscribing the presence of the Anglo-Normans on the landscape. 

The question of when, exactly, the town was established cannot be 
answered directly. The earliest surviving charter for Trim was granted by 
Hugh de Lacy's son and heir, Walter, in c. 1194. This charter makes it clear, 
however, that the town of Trim was already in existence at the time of its 
granting. In the charter Walter de Lacy granted 'to my burgesses of Trim all 
liberties which they have had ... before they received my charter'.19 It seems 
highly unlikely that the town of Trim was founded when the crown 
temporarily held Trim during the extended minority of Walter de Lacy 
between 1186 and 1194. We may conclude therefore that an urban 
community had been established before c. 1186 by Hugh de Lacy. The 
question of what form of urban constitution was granted to the burgesses of 
Trim is difficult to answer. Walter de Lacy's charter survived only as a 
seventeenth-century patent roll copy, which itself was destroyed in 1922 and 
is preserved only in the Chartae, privilegia et immunitates.20 In the surviving 
version, the text indicates that the liberties and rights granted to the 
burgesses of Trim were secundum legem BristolV, that is according to the 
law of Bristol. If taken at face value this could reinforce the hypothesis that 
the town was established by Hugh de Lacy and that he was emulating his 
patron King Henry II who had granted the town law of Bristol to the 
merchants settling at Dublin. Hillaby has argued, following Bateson, that the 
spelling 'Bristoll' would not have been used for the name of Bristol in the 
twelfth century and that the 'Bristoll' in the seventeenth-century text is a 
copyist's error for 'Britoll'.21 This would suggest that Trim was granted the 
town law of Breteuil in Normandy. This town law was used extensively by 
Anglo-Norman lords in Ireland. The Bateson/Hillaby argument is 
convincing but none the less this is probably a difficulty that can never be 
fully resolved in the absence of an early text. 

Little about the layout of de Lacy's town is known for certain. Initially, the 
street pattern of Trim seems complex and atypical in comparison with those 
of the majority of Anglo-Norman colonial towns in Ireland. Usually such 
towns have simple linear street patterns, chequer plans such as that at 
Drogheda, or layouts inherited from pre-existing Hiberno-Norse towns or 
Gaelic monastic centres. Trim, taken as a whole, fits none of the common 
categories. Its town plan is, however, much more understandable if viewed as 
a composite of a number of plan units. To the south of the Boyne, the streets 
within the town walls describe an H-shape, with Market Street as the spine 
of the town plan unit with arms extending along Emmet Street and Watergate 
Street to the west and along Bridge Street and Castle Street to the east. This 
street pattern, a variant of the dominant linear plan, is common to a number 
of colonial towns in Ireland. Long, narrow properties set at right-angles to the 
street, typical of medieval burgess plots, are found in this area. This plan unit 
has the appearance of a deliberately laid out colonial town. Its site adjacent 
to the castle, which offered protection, is also typical. Market Street is not, 
however, aligned with the castle. This may be because it follows the line of 
a pre-existing routeway that led south-westwards from the ford. 

The complexity arises when the streets to the north of the river are 
assessed. At first glance these streets follow no discernible plan. Linear and 
curved elements seem to be mixed together with no evidence of a deliberate 
layout. What may have occurred here is that, at the time of the laying out of 
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the town, a decision was made to extend the town boundary and defences to 
include the ancient church site of St Patrick's and the precincts of St Mary's 
Abbey. This resulted in a large area being contained within the urban 
defences and town boundary. It is possible, however, that the area to the 
north of the Boyne within the defences may have been built up in two stages. 
There is clear discontinuity in the width of High Street, just south-west of 
the point where it is joined by Church Lane (Map 2). The plot frontages to 
the west are narrower than those to the east. There is also a pronounced 
curve and widening of Loman Street to the south of where it is joined by 
Sarsfield Avenue (this is immediately outside the line of the proposed 
monastic enclosure discussed above). This may indicate that the built-up 
part of medieval Trim north of the river did not originally extend to the line 
of the later town walls, but was restricted to the area defined by Mill Street, 
Bridge Street, High Street west of Church Lane, Abbey Lane and Loman 
Street south of Sarsfield Avenue. It can be speculatively suggested that some 
form of settlement existed outside the monastic enclosure in the period 
before the establishment of the Anglo-Norman chartered town. 

There is little doubt that High Street and Haggard Street were laid out at 
some point in the medieval period.22 But it seems likely that the settlement 
along those streets was extended to the line of the town defences in a 
secondary expansion from a smaller built-up area. The chronology of the 
phases of growth cannot be further clarified without more detailed 
archaeological information. 

The burgesses to whom Walter de Lacy granted his charter had a 
monopoly over the right to trade in the town. The market and the market 
place were at the heart of the function and form of medieval Trim. It was 
usual for markets and fairs in the medieval period to be held in Market Street 
and in the south end of High Street. A royal mandate of 1244 gives an 
indication of the sorts of goods bought and sold at Trim: 'to Walter de 
Godarville, seneschal of Meath, to cause to be retained all the wines, hides, 
wool, cloth and iron which he can find at the fair of Trim, together with 500 
crannocks of wheat and 500 crannocks of dry oats. And to cause them to be 
conveyed to Drogheda by the octave of 8 August'.23 It is also known that sea 
fish were traded at Trim; the south end of High Street was known as 
Fishamble Street in the seventeenth century, so this was probably the 
location of a fish market.24 

The burgesses also had jurisdictional independence from their lord — 
they had their own borough court and town government. The court and the 
administration of the affairs of the town were carried out at the tholsel or 
guild hall, which was probably located at the north-eastern end of Market 
Street near the bridge.25 The tholsel passed out of use in the late middle ages 
and no trace of it survives above ground. The independence of the town was 
also physically manifested in the town walls. We have no direct references 
to walls before 1290 but we can assume that some form of defensive circuit 
enclosed the town from its foundation (Fig. 3). 

The basic outlines of castle, streets, abbey, parish church and defences 
were thus in place by c. 1200. The thirteenth century was a time of 
significant urban growth (Map 10). The Anglo-Norman colonisation of 
Meath saw the development of a highly productive agricultural region for 
which Trim was one of the principal market towns.26 This economic success 
proceeded against a backdrop of constant disruption in terms of the lordship 
of Meath itself. Meath was a prize and the crown was aware that control of 
the lordship conferred great power. We find therefore that throughout the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries both Trim Castle and the lordship of 
Meath/Trim were regularly taken into royal hands for extended periods. The 
lordship was weakened when it was split between the granddaughters of 
Walter de Lacy in 1254. 

A number of topographical developments took place during the 
thirteenth century. In the 1260s two houses of friars were founded. In 1263 
Geoffrey de Geneville founded a Dominican friary on a site just outside 
Athboy Gate on the northern edge of the town. This is a typical location for 
a thirteenth-century friary. The mendicant orders tended to settle in towns so 
as to be close to large populations, both for the collection of alms but also to 
fulfil their mission to preach the gospel. By the thirteenth century, however, 
most intra-mural urban plots were occupied and therefore friaries are found 
just outside the walls of many towns. In this respect the Franciscan friary at 
Trim, founded c. 1260, is unusual. The evidence strongly suggests that it 
was located on the site of the later courthouse at the eastern end of Market 
Street (Plate 4). It is possible that it was built on land that was attached to 
the castle precinct. 

The castle also underwent fundamental change in the later thirteenth 
century. The central keep had been built to meet the needs of a period of 
military conquest and consolidation. At the end of the thirteenth century, 
probably in anticipation of the return of Geoffrey de Geneville and Matilda 
de Lacy in 1284, a hall was constructed as a separate building within the 
curtain wall. This Great Hall provided a spacious building where meetings 
and councils could be held. There is a stark contrast between the forbidding, 
military character of the donjon and the open, less defended style of the 
thirteenth-century Great Hall (Plate 2). 

The thirteenth century may have seen suburban growth at Trim. The line 
of property units continues south beyond Dublin Gate and it is likely that 
these plots were laid out as a subsequent development to those within the 
walls. We know that this area was under the jurisdiction of the corporation 
of Trim in the early modern period. It is also possible that a suburb existed 
outside Navan Gate. 

Trim had not been chosen as an episcopal centre at the time of the 
twelfth-century ecclesiastical reform. In 1202, however, the Anglo-Norman 
bishop of Meath, Simon de Rochford, who was under attack from the Gaelic 
Irish at Clonard, relocated his diocesan centre to Newtown Trim, or New 
Meath as it was called in some contemporary documents (Fig. 4). The 
diocesan chapter was constituted as a priory of Augustinian canons and the 
priory church served as the cathedral; de Rochford may have been 
influenced by the example of Christ Church, Dublin in establishing a chapter 
and cathedral of this type. Newtown Trim had a fair and a market and it is 
possible that de Rochford intended to develop a town on the site.27 It is also 
conceivable that de Rochford planned that in some way Trim and Newtown 
Trim would combine to form a major urban centre containing two boroughs 
(Plate 3). The initial advantage enjoyed by the town and market of Trim, 
however, ensured that Newtown Trim never developed as an urban focus. 

* * * 
The Bruce invasion of 1315-18, together with poor harvests and famine 

during the same years and beyond, were followed by the catastrophic effects 
of the Black Death in 1348-9. The difficulties during the fourteenth century 
were compounded in Trim by the nearly continuous tug of war between the 
crown and the Mortimers over control of the liberty and castle. Adding to 
these problems, the Franciscan friary was destroyed in the great Boyne flood 
of 1330 and St Mary's Abbey by fire in 1364. One consequence of these 
events was the pushing back of the frontier between Gaelic and Anglo-
Norman Ireland. Trim, which had been at the geographical centre of an 
Anglo-Norman lordship that stretched from the River Shannon to the Irish 
Sea, found itself increasingly on the hostile frontier between the Anglo-
Norman and Gaelic worlds of the late middle ages. In the early fifteenth 
century grants were given to the town and its lords to collect customs to pay 
for the strengthening of the walls. A confirmation of these grants in 1462 
noted that Trim's defences had greatly improved and that failure to renew 
them would lead to the 'utter annihilation of the said town'.28 In 1403 the 
castle was said to be in need of repairs since it had been 'destroyed by 
enemies'. The town was commended in 1407 for its 'good work in resisting 
Irish enemies'.29 During the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries Trim emerged 
as a vital, if vulnerable, strongpoint in the zone of English control known as 
the Pale. The strategic significance of the town is indicated by parliaments 
that were held there during the fifteenth century and the location of a royal 
mint in the castle in 1463.30 St Mary's Abbey and, in particular, the Marian 
image there became an important site of pilgrimage in the late middle ages. 
The miraculous powers of this image were known outside the Pale in Gaelic 
Ireland. Its cross-cultural significance is displayed in a statute of 1449 which 
directed that 'all Irish and English coming in pilgrimage to our lady abbey 
of the town of Trim shall have free liberty coming and going without 
impediment'.31 

A development of great significance in the fifteenth century was the 
absorption of Trim into the crown estate. Through a complicated series of 
inheritances the lordship, castle and manor of Trim passed from the Mortimer 
family into the hands of Edward Plantagenet and, on his accession to the 
throne in 1461, they became crown property. The castle and manor of Trim 
were entrusted to a series of constables and other custodians during the late 
middle ages and the early modern period. The lack of a dominant family was 
to have a profound influence on the topographical development of the town. 

Uto Hogerzeil/IHTA 2004 

Fig. 2 Trim Castle (after Uto Hogerzeil) 
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In the Tudor period one strand of the strategy to reinforce Trim as a 
stronghold of the Pale was the refortification of the castle. In 1524, for 
example, the king's deputy in Ireland, the earl of Kildare, was authorised to 
spend £66 13s 4d per annum thereafter on the castle. Despite this, the castle 
and town were taken by rebel forces in 1534 during the Kildare rebellion. 
The town was retaken and regarrisoned but its vulnerability was exposed. 
Following the suppression of revolt, further sums were spent on the repair 
of the castle — £200 was allocated for this purpose in 1541.32 

In the wake of the revolt and because of continuing insecurity in the Pale, 
it was advocated that Trim should become the place of residence of the lord 
deputy and that the castle should be reconstructed as a vice-regal residence.33 
Although this never occurred, the key role of Trim in the defence of the Pale 
is underlined by these suggestions. None the less, the unwillingness of the 
crown to make a major investment is reflected in the absence of any 
extensive renaissance-style remodelling of the defences, buildings or town 
plan during the sixteenth century. Some people clearly hoped for a more 
peaceful and settled future. Thomas Agard wrote to Cromwell in 1538 to say 
that he had 'put up broad looms and a dyehouse and intends to employ one 
hundred people, but unless Trim be exempt from hostings for seven years ... 
the deputy will undo all'.34 There were those who were prepared to invest in 
Trim at this time, but it is clear that the lack of security meant that they could 
make little progress with their plans. 

The dissolution of the religious houses was undeniably the strand of 
Henrician policy in Ireland that had the most far-reaching impact on the 
distribution of economic, social, political and cultural power in Trim and on 
the landscape of the town. Trim's abbey and two friaries were dissolved in 
1539 and 1540. The ecclesiastical buildings — key landmarks of the 
medieval town — were left to fall into ruin, to be cannibalised for later 
building projects and partly converted to other uses in future centuries. The 
property of the religious houses, both urban and rural, was granted mainly 
to loyal supporters of the crown. In Trim, Sir Thomas Cusack held all the 
monastic property in 1549. The lord deputy, St Leger, had been briefly 
granted most of these properties. Cusack was a member of the Old English 
Catholic gentry who had taken the Oath of Supremacy and adhered to the 
reformed church. 

The dissolution of the religious houses was carried out with little opposi
tion, partly because local interests were often catered for in the distribution 
of property, as in the case of Sir Thomas Cusack. None the less, the religious 
orders did not simply disappear but continued in a sometimes shadowy 
existence. There is evidence to suggest that the Franciscan friary was briefly 
revived under Queen Mary. A Francisan residencia at Trim and a 'domini-
cary of Trim' are recorded in the seventeenth century. The Trim Franciscans 
reappear at Courtown, Co. Meath, in the early eighteenth century. 

Fig. 3 Trim, c. 1200 to c. 1600 
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The general state of Trim appears not to have greatly improved during 
the Elizabethan period. A lease to Luke Dillon of 1571 gives us a glimpse 
of the condition of the town. Most of the properties specified are described 
as 'ruinous' or 'waste'. There are descriptions of 'five little waste messuages 
in the High Street of Trym ... three waste messuages in Pillory Street, one 
waste in Scarlett Street ... a great waste messuage uncovered called the 
Blackhall in the Fayer Street ... messuages (many ruinous) ... without the 
north gate'.35 The streets of Elizabethan Trim were gap-toothed and decayed. 
In his petition of 1584 to the lord high treasurer to consider Trim as a 
suitable location for the university that was being planned (Appendix A), the 
rector, Robert Draper, refers to Trim as 'that pore town' and to 'the extreeme 
poverty that it is brought to . . . ' .3 6 His plan was that the ruins of one of the 
religious houses could be used to found a university and thus stimulate the 
revival of the town. He described Trim as 'full of very faire castles and stone 
houses buylded after Englishe fashy on, and devyded into five faire streetes, 
and hath in it the fairest and most stately castle that her Majestie hath in all 
Irelaund, almost decayed'. Underlining the vulnerability of the Elizabethan 
Pale, however, he put forward the fact that Trim 'is well and strangely 
walled' as a key recommendation for the town. He pointed out that scholars 
and students could not be attracted to any place that was 'not defensible and 
safe from the invasion of the Irishe'. Draper's intention was to stress the 
potential of Trim, but the reality of poverty and dereliction is revealed by his 
own account of the town. Dublin, of course, was chosen as the site for the 
university. Just as in the failure to relocate the lord deputy's residence in the 
1540s, Trim was clearly still viewed as being too exposed to attack by the 
end of the century. 

The outbreak of the Nine Years' War laid bare the failure of Tudor 
policies to transform the Pale and towns such as Trim into peaceful and loyal 
areas. A letter from Sir Geoffrey Fenton to Sir Robert Cecil in December 
1598 regarding the state of the Pale reported that 'divers towns in the county 
of Meath, near unto Trim, the shire town of that county, were preyed last 
week in the open daylight by the Connors, who came to the very walls of 
Trim and carried away prisoner the constable of the castle of Trim'.37 In the 
period after the Nine Years' War the New English moved to dominate the 
town politically. In 1613 the burgesses of Trim elected the Catholic Henry 
Gory and Anthony Cusack to serve as members of parliament for the town. 
The New English portreeve then held a second election, with only ten 
burgesses present, and returned the Protestant New English Sir Thomas 
Ashe and Sir Roger Jones as members of parliament. Despite protests this 
disputed election was upheld by the government.38 

Property in the gift of the crown was granted to prominent New English 
Protestants with no background in the town, passing over the claims of the 
Old English gentry. In 1610 Thomas Jones, archbishop of Dublin and lord 
chancellor, and his son and heir Roger later ennobled as Viscount Ranelagh 
were granted, inter alia, the property of the Dominican friary and St Mary's 
Abbey. In 1624 Adam Loftus, a cousin of the lord chancellor and later 
Viscount Ely, was granted 'the whole circuit and precinct of the manor of 
Trim with the stone wall surrounding it'.39 A tight circle of New English 
ecclesiastical and government office holders with strong family connections 
was taking hold of large swathes of property in the town. This group of men 
was largely based in Dublin and their hold over property in Trim would have 
seen the draining away of resources from the town. 

During the wars of the 1640s Trim with its Catholic majority was initially 
held by the confederates. It was captured, however, by government forces in 
a surprise attack in May 1642.40 The castle was refortified by Sir Richard 
Genville who was appointed military governor of Trim.41 The town was 
described at this time as the 'key to the Pale'.42 Trim remained none the less 
in confederate territory. When Colonel Michael Jones arrived in Ireland with 
a parliamentary army in 1647 he had to relieve the town, which was 
besieged by rebel forces.43 The town was handed over to Cromwellian 
governors, but was betrayed by confederate sympathisers in 1649 leading to 
its capture. Recapture was swift and on the orders of the governor, Colonel 
William Cadogan, the Yellow Steeple, which had stood since the fourteenth 
century and had been used as a watch-tower by the rebels, was blown up, 
leaving behind the familiar jagged ruin. The Down Survey notes that it 
stands 'as a memorandum of treachery to after ages'. Following final 
Commonwealth victory, the gatehouse of the castle was refurbished as 
accommodation for the garrison at Trim in 1654. The compilers of the Down 
Survey described the castle as being in 'good repair by the industry of its 
several governors' (Map 4). 

Trim in the Commonwealth and Restoration period had a complex 
stratigraphy of power and its society was divided into various groups 
defined by their identities, allegiances and interests. The confiscation and 
redistribution of property in the town, which had begun with the dissolution 
of the religious houses, had created a New English elite made up of the 
recipients of monastic property, crown lands and offices, and Cromwellian 
land grants. A feature of this elite is that its members did not reside in the 
town itself but in country mansions in the immediate vicinity. They 
exercised their domination of the town through the corporation. The New 
English elite used the requirement of the taking of oaths to control 
membership of the corporation. In September 1659 the cultural basis of this 
policy of exclusion was revealed when the corporation resolved that 'anyone 
who does not speak English and whose wife and children do not frequently 
attend church shall not be made free of the corporation of Trim' 

The New English elite was not only concerned with controlling Catholic 
membership of the corporation — any groups that threatened the 
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Fig. 4 Principal medieval sites in Newtown Trim 

established order were to be excluded. In January 1659 the corporation made 
the following resolution: 

whereas it has been found by sad and woeful experience that some kind of 
people, commonly called Anabaptists have declared themselves ill affected not 
only to magistracy and ministry but have put a force upon the present parliament, 
which by God's great mercy and providence is restored to sit again in its former 
luster. And the expectation of those who endeavoured to involve the nations in 
blood is now become frustrated. It is therefore this day unanimously noted and 
agreed into by Mr Portreeve, the burgesses and freemen of this assembly that 
Colonel Hiram Sankey, Mr Gideon Hayes and Ralph Horrick, who are burgesses 
and freemen of this corporation of Trim, and known to be Anabaptists be 
disfranchised and their names be struck from the book of records.45 

Religious extremism and independence, even of the Protestant kind, were 
not welcomed on the eve of the Restoration. 

The New English group clearly had fissures within it. There were 
tensions between those who had been established in the town from the Tudor 
period and newcomers who had arrived as part of the Cromwellian military 
conquest and land settlement. They were also joined by some converts from 
Catholicism of Old English and Gaelic Irish background who were not 
always trusted by the ruling group. In October 1661 John Healy, who was 
described as 'late a freeman of this corporation', was said to have 'revolted 
from being a Protestant and become papist'. He was removed from the 
corporation.46 Wentworth Dillon, the earl of Roscommon, of Old English 
origin but Protestant, whose family had been dispossessed in the 
Cromwellian settlement but restored at the Restoration, was elected 
portreeve in 1664.47 

Judging from the names entered on the lists of attendance at corporation 
assemblies it appears that, whereas the New English could control 
membership of the corporation, they did not succeed in removing existing 
Catholic freemen and burgesses. The Old English merchant and trade 
community remained in place, though they were largely excluded from 
holding office in the corporation. Pressure from Catholic tradesmen to gain 
access to the corporation was sometimes met by admitting Catholics as 'free 
of their trade' rather than as full freemen or burgesses.48 A proportion of the 
Old English and Gaelic merchants and tradesmen had managed to survive 
the upheavals of the Tudor, Jacobean and Cromwellian periods. Despite 
being in control following the Cromwellian reconquest, the New English in 
Trim had to contend with a disenfranchised Catholic population who could 
not easily be removed. 

The New English grip on the town was not maintained through the words 
and rituals of oath-taking alone. In October 1660 the corporation voted 
funds for the building of a stable and guardhouse for the troop of horses that 
was permanently garrisoned in the town. The provision of fuel and 
candlelight for the horseguard was one of the most regular items of 
expenditure for the corporation and the inhabitants of the town were 
regularly levied to pay for this. The general Protestant population was also 
mobilised to provide security. In April 1659 the town was organised into six 
divisions or squadrons to provide a night watch. All Protestants had to take 
part or pay for a replacement. Constables for the north and south sides of the 
town were appointed from the ranks of freemen and burgesses. 

The corporation did make efforts to improve the town during the 1660s 
and following decades. There were regular orders for the clearing of dung 
from the streets, which were also paved under the direction of the 
corporation. The town walls and gates were surveyed and repaired. Moneys 
were allocated for the repair of the bridge. A town clock was installed. 
Property holders adjacent to watercourses were required to scour and clean 
the small rivers that ran through the town.49 The townspeople were ordered 
to build proper chimneys, and ovens were regulated clearly in an attempt to 
avoid fires. The corporation organised and sponsored a horse race to 
promote the town. The freemen and burgesses were members of the guild of 
St Catherine in St Patrick's Church and they voted funds for the repair of the 
church and the churchyard wall.50 These interventions by the corporation 
were mainly to do with the maintenance of the town's existing fabric. What 
we do not find in Trim in the Restoration period is the sort of landscape 
remodelling and modernisation that occurred, for example, in Kilkenny 
under the direction of the duke of Ormond.51 
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The corporation's efforts to regulate the town extended to social control 
of the population. In October 1659 it was ordered that 'Thomas Hutchinson 
should be employed in tolling the market bell at the due hours and by the 
tinkling of the bell so give notice to the townspeople of church time every 
Sabbath day and other days set aside for fasting and praying'.52 From 
October 1682 'all Protestant inhabitants [were] to attend divine service on 
the Sabbath day' or face prosecution according to the Act of Uniformity. At 
the same time it was resolved that 'all inhabitants shall keep holy the 
Sabbath day and forbear all recreations and sports which are unlawful'.53 
The corporation went beyond the regulation of religious observance and 
attempted to intervene in the conduct of everyday public behaviour. In 
October 1660 the corporation resolved: 

that it was ordered and agreed upon that with all convenient speed there should 
be forthwith prepared made ready and provided a skimpole for the better ruling 
and keeping in due and lawful submissive correction all and every such impudent 
women who within this corporation do give their tongues the liberty rein and base 
privilege of open railing and bitter scolding as well their neighbours or other 
passengers, and that the same shall be placed at the north slip on the east side of 
the Bridge near to the lime pits on the Lord of Ranelagh's land.54 
The hierarchy of power in the town was turned on its head in the late 

1680s. The Catholic merchants and landholders were emboldened by the 
accession of the Catholic King James II in 1685 and further encouraged by 
the appointment of the Catholic Richard Talbot, earl of Tyrconnell, as lord 
deputy in 1687. The impact on Trim of the accession of King James II can 
be seen in the election of Lord Trimlestown as freeman and burgess on 11 
October 1686. Trimlestown was the head of the Barnewells, one of the great 
Catholic families of the Pale who had seen their lands confiscated in the 
Cromwellian land settlement. At the subsequent corporation assembly 
meeting on 18 October a large group were sworn in 'on their petition', with 
no mention of the Oath of Supremacy. The witness lists for both of these 
meetings reveal that the Anglican ruling group had largely fled the town, or 
at least were not prepared to turn up at the corporation assembly. 
Trimlestown was elected portreeve, by the now Catholic controlled 
assembly, at the next possible opportunity on 29 June 1687. He took an Oath 
of Fidelity along with his oath of office. At this meeting a large contingent 
of Captain Robert Nagle's troop of horse were elected freemen and 
burgesses.55 The new Catholic ruling group moved quickly to reorder the 
affairs of the town. A new charter was applied for in October 1687. A new 
town watch was organised. Catholic freemen and burgesses were elected in 
large numbers, taking the Oath of Fidelity. In a striking illustration of the 
changed circumstances Fr John Dillon, who styled himself prior Trimensis 
ordo Predicatorum, was elected a freeman and burgess of the corporation.56 

The prospects for the continuation of this new order were dealt a severe 
blow by events of November 1688 and the inevitability of war. Orders were 
issued by the corporation in Trim in January 1689 to repair the town walls 
and the gates of the castle.57 This was the last time the castle was prepared 
or used for military purposes. With the arrival of William of Orange in June 
1690, political and military realities quickly set in. The last Jacobite-
controlled corporation assembly at Trim was held on 14 May 1690. After the 
Jacobite army was defeated at the Boyne, the dramatis personae at the Trim 
corporation assembly meeting reverted entirely to those of before 1687. In 
the end the Jacobite episode was a mere hiccup in the course of New English 
domination of the town. 

In fact the outcome of the war was that Catholic exclusion was made 
complete. At the assembly meeting of 3 June 1696 it was resolved that 'the 
undernamed being Roman Catholics not having taken the oaths nor 
subscribed the declaration nor signed the affiliation be and are hereby 
disfranchised and hereby forever made for ever after uncapable of holding 
any office or employ in this corporation and are likewise for ever after 
disabled from giving any vote in the said corporation'.58 This declaration 
was followed by a list of 110 names of Catholic freemen and burgesses. The 
qualified toleration of Catholics had come to an end. Through the eighteenth 
century and right down to 1840, the municipal government of Trim was 
totally in the hands of a Protestant minority who in the main were not 
residents. The population of the town remained overwhelmingly Catholic. 

* * * 
From the evidence of its assembly minutes the corporation appears to 

have lost interest in the town during the eighteenth century. The minutes are 
almost entirely concerned with the election of officers, the freemen and 
burgesses (many of whom came from outside the town), and members of 
parliament for the borough. They also deal with the management of 
commons that were in the possession of the corporation.59 The role of the 
corporation was particularly significant since the town did not have a single 
dominant landlord. Ownership was split between a number of major 
landlords and the corporation itself (Map 6). In the eighteenth century most 
of these, such as the duke of Wharton and the earls of Darnley (Bligh) and 
Ranelagh (Jones), were absentees. Others such as the earls of Mornington 
(Wellesley), although not resident in the town, did live nearby and were 
involved in the affairs of the town and its locality. Trim did not, therefore, 
have a landlord patron, such as the Headforts in neighbouring Kells, to lead 
a process of improvement during the eighteenth century.60 Trim did not 
'belong' to any of its landlord families and there was no great impulse for 
these families to invest in developments (Maps 7, 8).61 

The earl of Mornington did make his mark with his patronage of the 
charter school, under the auspices of the Incorporated Society for the 

Promotion of English Protestant Schools in Ireland. The school was built in 
1748 on the edge of the town on the Summerhill Road. It began the trend for 
the location of institutional buildings to the south of the old town, which was 
to continue right through the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. It was 
originally of one storey — a second storey was added in c. 1810. It is 
described as being in poor condition from 1817 onwards. 

In 1718 Jonathan Swift, in collaboration with Esther Johnson, had 
arranged for the conversion of Talbot's Castle for use as the diocesan free 
school. The re-use of the remains of part of the domestic quadrangle of St 
Mary's Abbey, which had previously been occupied as a residence, helped 
to preserve this important building, where the great mathematician, William 
Rowan Hamilton, received his schooling. Today it is one of the most striking 
elements of Trim's townscape, occupying a prominent position on the north 
bank of the Boyne, just to the east of the bridge. The present building is a 
complex amalgam of late medieval features and eighteenth-century 
remodelling, which were further changed in c. 1909 by the then owner 
Archibald Montgomery.62 

The building of the rectory opposite St Patrick's Church on Loman Street 
in 1751 was another major Georgian development in Trim (Map 5). The 
church itself was rebuilt in 1802. The Catholic population had held its 
services in Newhaggard Castle, west of the town, during the early eighteenth 
century but in c. 1750 a Catholic chapel, St Mary's, was built most probably 
on the site of the early nineteenth-century St Mary's on Patrick Street. 

Trim in the eighteenth century was essentially a small market town with 
some manufacturing, such as milling and brewing, connected with 
agricultural production in its immediate hinterland. The corn mill at the west 
end of Mill Lane is recorded from 1718 and there were four malt houses in 
Trim during this period. Austin Cooper described it in 1785 as 'a small town 
with scarce more than one good dwelling house in it and were it not for it 
being the county town it would be a very poor village'.63 The county 
functions elevated Trim to a status it would not otherwise have had in the 
emerging settlement hierarchy of eighteenth-century Meath. Buildings 
associated with the county administration were some of the most significant 
developments in the landscape. A new County Gaol, a large and impressive 
building on the south bank of the Boyne on Mill Street, was built c. 1760 
and a new courthouse was created on the site of the earlier court buildings 
at the east end of Market Street in 1809-10. These buildings constituted a 
limited rejuvenation of the core of the town that had seen little significant 
change during the disturbed conditions from the late middle ages onwards. 

* * * 
At the beginning of the nineteenth century the plan of Trim, in terms of 

the layout of streets and the built-up area, had hardly changed from the 
pattern of the thirteenth century, although of course buildings had been 
replaced over time. The only noticeable change was the beginning of an 
expansion to the south of the medieval town with the building of the charter 
school and St Mary's Catholic Church. The construction of the Wellington 
Pillar at the junction of Wellington Place and Summerhill Road in 1817 
added a monumental element to the townscape to the south of the old town 
core. The pillar is an elegant Corinthian column surmounted by a figure of 
the duke of Wellington, who had strong links with Trim. It has been asserted 
that he attended the diocesan free school there.64 He was a freeman and bur
gess of the corporation and served as member of parliament for the borough; 
the parliamentary seat for the borough of Trim was regarded as being in the 
patronage of the head of the Wellesley family, the earl of Mornington. 

During the nineteenth century an entirely new quarter was to take shape 
to the south of the medieval area and significant developments occurred 
within the old core itself (Map 9). The impetus for topographical 
development in Trim was generated by a number of different agents: the 
state, the Catholic church and municipal government. The coercive power of 
the state can be seen in the building of the infantry barracks and the County 
Gaol. The infantry barracks, which housed the Royal Meath Militia, was 
constructed in c. 1828 and provided a permanent home for the military 
garrison. It was located immediately to the north of the charter school on the 
Summerhill Road. The remains of its surrounding wall and pointed corner 
bastions can still be traced in the wall of the present-day Wellington House 
Hotel. The decision to locate the barracks outside the old core of the town 
continued the trend initiated by the charter school. 

The County Gaol was a large and impressive building, laid out in a 
panopticon plan, on an imposing and prominent site overlooking the castle 
from a natural terrace on the south side of Castle Street. It was built to replace 
the old gaol, which had been condemned as seriously inadequate. As early as 
1803 it had been suggested that the old gaol could not be sufficiently 
improved and that a new gaol should be built.65 On that occasion a site next 
to the Yellow Steeple was recommended. The inspectors general of prisons, 
who were officers of the central government, continued to criticise the Meath 
County Gaol — in 1826 they placed it in their eighth class — 'counties 
wanting new gaol'.66 In 1827 the inspectors listed eight points on which the 
old gaol failed to comply with conditions for prisoners laid out in the current 
legislation.67 The responsibility for funding the erection of a new gaol, 
however, remained with the county grand jury. Bowing to the pressure from 
above, the Meath grand jury presented £24,000 to build a new gaol 'on the 
radiating principle' in 1828. The gaol received prisoners in 1833. The process 
involved in the making of the County Gaol reveals that the role of the central 
state was to supervise, inspect, direct and regulate. Local interests, in the 
form of the grand jury, still played an important part in developments such as 
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this. The imposing edifice of the County Gaol, which has been described as 
'aggressive, monumental and ... one of the best examples of expressionistic 
establishment architecture to survive from late Georgian Ireland', turned out 
to be something of a white elephant.68 In the 1860s the average maximum 
number of prisoners was thirty-seven. On the day of inspection in 1868 there 
were twenty-six prisoners in the gaol.69 The prevailing conditions of the 
1820s, when demands for a new gaol to be located at Trim were heard, had 
changed significantly by the late nineteenth century; the gaol became an 
industrial school in 1890. It was substantially demolished in 1953. Today all 
that remains is a still impressive portion of the surrounding wall, hidden 
behind the garda station, which reveals the outstanding level of workmanship 
that went into the construction of the building and preserves a strong echo of 
its original scale and architectural grandeur. 

The establishment of the board of national education was designed to 
oversee the development of a system of non-denominational education. The 
initiative for the establishment of a national school in Trim, however, came 
from the local community itself. In 1835 a Catholic clergyman, together with 
six Catholic and six Anglican laity, made an application to the board for the 
establishment of a national school. They had raised £63 4s 5d and the board 
granted a further £130 6s towards the costs.70 All the board wanted at that time 
was a foundation stone and a sign indicating that the school was a national 
school. It was located on Patrick Street near the junction with Emmet Street. 
Although the school was part of the national education sys-tem and continued 
to be regulated by the board, it was also very much a local creation. The 
national school was superseded by the establishment in 1850 of the District 
Model National School on a site provided by the town commis-sioners and 
through the initiative of the Anglican rector and the Catholic parish priest. It 
was housed in an impressive Tudor-style building to the south-east of the old 
town on the Dublin Road. Although the non-denominational character of the 
national schools did not prevent clergy from both main denominations taking 
advantage of state funding, there were still tensions. In 1868 the district 
inspector complained that 'within the last few weeks the convent schools at 
Trim have been opened, by which two of the three departments of the model 
school of that town have been completely emptied and reduced to an absolute 
wilderness — the infants and girls being transferred bodily to the nuns' 
school'.71 In general, however, the national school and the model school 
received widespread support from the community. 

Another component of state intervention was in the area of poor relief 
and health. The Union Workhouse at Trim, located immediately to the south 
of the County Gaol on Patrick Street, was opened in 1841. This was on a 
similar scale to the gaol but with less architectural pretension, being of a 
standard workhouse design. A fever hospital located just east of the gaol and 
a dispensary were also provided. 

The Catholic church, and by extension the Catholic community of Trim, 
were a second major agent of change in the nineteenth century. The eigh
teenth-century chapel was replaced by a new and more impressive building 
in 1810-11. This was described as a 'very neat Roman Catholic chapel, with 
a Gothic front' in 1815. It was replaced by the dominating bulk of St Patrick's 
in 1891-1902. The Catholic St Patrick's, overlooking the rest of the town 
from a terrace on the southern edge of the old core, is a powerful landscape 
symbol of the rise of the Catholic community in Trim during the nineteenth 
century. The convent of the Sisters of Mercy built in the Gothic style was 
completed in c. 1867; it was located on Emmet Street, very close to and east 
of the parish church. The convent, parish church and the later parochial house 
make up a distinctive Catholic institutional element of the town plan. 

The central state, in combination with local agencies and the Catholic 
church, combined to create a major new quarter to the south of the old town 
in the nineteenth century. Stretching from the infantry barracks in the west 
to the model school in the east, this was the first major development of the 
town plan since the thirteenth century. The new institutional quarter 
attracted little residential development to the south of the town. It did not act 
as a focus for the development of an area of more mixed urban land use. 

The third major agent of change in the nineteenth century was municipal 
government. We have seen how the eighteenth-century corporation had little 
impact on the form and fabric of the town. The report into municipal 
corporations in 1835 noted that the corporation of Trim had 'ceased to 
exercise any municipal functions' and that it was 'in reference to the 
population at large, exclusive and intolerant, and therefore obnoxious to 
them'. The corporation was wound up and replaced by a town commission, 
no longer united on religious lines; the freemen and burgesses were replaced 
by town commissioners elected by those whose properties were valued at £5 
or over. The valuation map reveals how the electorate for the town 
commission and the elite of the town were concentrated in Market Street and 
High Street (Fig. 5). The new body first met in 1840. The commissioners 
were drawn mainly from the merchant and professional classes in the town 
and from both the Catholic and the Protestant communities. Despite the 
limited franchise, this was a representative and accountable government for 
the town. The commissioners quickly brought about major improvements in 
the form and fabric of Trim. In 1852-3 two major projects were initiated: the 
building of a town hall and the installation of a gas works and gas lighting. 
The commissioners asked the county surveyor to examine the advantages of 
three different sites for the location of the town hall. In the end they chose a 
site on Castle Street, adjacent to the castle, which was probably the least 
prominent of the options they considered (Appendix B). They missed an 
opportunity to create an impressive new urban space just north of the Boyne 
on the site of the old gaol, which had been recommended by the county 

surveyor. None the less the town hall provided much needed facilities for the 
operation and regulation of the various markets in the town. As Trim was 
first and foremost a market town, this was a vital development. 

The gas works, located in Market Street, and a network of pipes and 
street lights were also major improvements. These projects necessitated 
considerable expenditure. The funds were generated by taking out loans. 

Fig. 5 Valuation of residential buildings, 1854 

The reduced independence of the commission in comparison with the 
corporation can be seen in that its members needed to get the permission of 
the Treasury before raising the loans. Later in the century the commissioners 
were subject to detailed oversight by the local government board. In addition 
to these major projects the commissioners made improvements in such areas 
as street paving, footpaths and water pumps, and the regulation of sanitation. 

Despite these developments Trim did not flourish in the nineteenth 
century. The Parliamentary gazetteer gave the following assessment in 
1846: 'Trim, though the county town of Meath, and a place of such ancient, 
great and prolonged consequence, is neither a seat of much trade nor a scene 
of any considerable thoroughfare; and it can boast of no source of prosperity 
more productive than the sale at its weekly markets of a large proportion of 
the agricultural produce of the surrounding countryside'.72 The large and 
visually impressive buildings connected with its role as county town gave 
Trim an inflated impression of importance (Plate 5). 

With the establishment of a period of stability after c. 1700, Trim had lost 
its significance as a frontier town and had failed to find a new role of more 
than local importance. Although the town became the location for the main 
court and gaol for the county of Meath, it was bypassed in the emergence of 
a new economic geography in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Ireland. In 
the early nineteenth century, when Navan was on the main mail-coach road 
linking Dublin with Cavan, Trim was still served by foot post.73 Navan was 
linked to Drogheda by canal in 1800, but plans to extend the network to 
Trim were never realised.74 Trim was linked to the railway network in 1858 
and a station was built on the Kells Road to the north, but this branch line 
appeared to have little impact on the economic development of the town. In 
1906, the county council offices were moved to Navan, which was then 
established as the county town. 

* * * 
Trim did not grow to any great extent during most of the twentieth 

century. The workhouse was converted into a hospital and a number of large 
schools were established. Local authority housing of the 1960s and 1970s, 
for example along the Kells Road, created small suburban districts. By far 
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the greatest changes in the town, however, occurred as a result of the gradual 
absorption of Trim and other small towns in Meath into the commuting 
hinterland of Dublin from the late 1980s and particularly in the 1990s. The 
c. 1900 core of the town is now almost entirely surrounded by housing 
estates (Map 3, Plate 6). A ring road has been completed and a new bridge 
on the site of Watergate Bridge will shortly be opened. Continuity of historic 
functions can be seen in the refurbishment of the courthouse and the 
addition of a large extension in a modernist style. Late twentieth- and early 
twenty-first-century Trim is going through a period of extensive change and 
development. The challenge for the town is how to preserve Trim's 
archaeological, historical and architectural inheritance — recognised by its 
status as a heritage town — during this process of renewed growth. 
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Newtown Trim from the north, 1780 (Sandby 2) 

Topographical Information 
The following information relates not to any single administrative division or the sheet lines 

of any particular map, but to the built-up area of Trim at each of the dates referred to. 
All grid references used are derived from the Irish National Grid. This grid appears at 100 

m intervals on Map 3. In the Topographical Information grid references are included where 
possible for features not named on either Map 2 or Map 3: they are given in eight figures (the 
last four figures respectively of the eastings and northings shown on Map 3) and indicate the 
approximate centre of the feature in question. 

The entries under each heading, except for Streets, are arranged in chronological order by 
categories: for example, all mills are listed before all forges, because the oldest mill pre-dates 
the oldest forge. 

In general, dates of initiation and cessation are specified as such. Where these are unknown, 
the first and last recorded dates are given, and references of intermediate date are omitted 
except where corroborative evidence appears necessary. Features originating after 1900 are 
listed only in exceptional cases. In source-citations, a pair of years joined by a hyphen includes 
all intervening years for which that source is available: thus 1836-2003 (OS) means all 
Ordnance Survey maps from 1836 to 2003 inclusive. 

The list of early spellings in section 1 is confined to the earliest and latest examples noted 
of the variants deemed to be the most significant. Where necessary the earliest noted attestation 
of the commonest spelling in each of these categories is also given. 

Street names are listed in alphabetical order. The first entry for each street gives its present-
day name according to the most authoritative source, followed by its first identifiable 
appearance, named or unnamed, in a map or other record and the various names subsequently 
applied to it in chronological order of occurrence. For names remaining unchanged on 
successive Ordnance Survey maps, only the first occurrence of the Ordnance Survey spelling 
is cited. 

The section on residence is not intended to embrace more than a small fraction of the town's 
dwelling houses. The main criteria for inclusion are (1) contribution to the townscape, past or 
present; (2) significance in defining critical stages in the history of urban or suburban housing; 
(3) abundance of documentation, especially for houses representative of a large class of 
dwellings. Biographical associations are not in themselves a ground for inclusion. 

Abbreviated source-references are explained in the bibliography on pages 15-16 or in the 
general list inside the back cover. 
1 Name 

Early spellings 
Ath Truimm 8th cent. (Bieler, 166). 
Ath Truim 1128 (Ann. Inisf, 291), 1176 (Misc. Ir. ann., 60), 1424 (Ann. Conn., 466), early 

17th cent. (AFM, i, 131). 
Trum 1213 (Cal. doc. Ire., 1171-1251, 77); Thrum 1233 (Ir. cartul. Llanthony, 45). 
Atrum 1231-50 (Ir. cartul. Llanthony, 37). 
Baili Atha Thruim 1419; Baile Atha Truim 1538 (Ann. Conn., 445, 709). 
Trym 1521 (Fiants, Hen. VIII, 2); Tryme 1534 (L.P. Hen. VIII, 1534-6, 449); Trymme 

1543 (L.P. Hen. VIII, 1542^1, 105). 
Trim 1524 (L.P. Hen. VIII, 1524-6, 244) to present. 
Current spellings 
Trim 
Baile Atha Troim 
Derivation 
'Township of the ford of the elder tree'. 

2 Legal status 
Borough, same liberties and privileges as Bristol or Breteuil, by c. 1200 (Mac Niocaill, 

74-5). 
Charter granted by Walter de Lacy in c. 1194 (Mac Niocaill, 74-5). 
Manor 1347 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1345-8, 349). 
Shire town 1598 (Cal. S.P. Ire., 1598-9, 416); county town status transferred to Navan 

1906 (Thorn). 
New 'rules, orders and directions' regulating corporation issued in 1672 (Mun. corp. Ire. 

rept, 265). 
Borough with town commissioners established in 1840 (TCM 1, 1.1.1840). 

3 Parliamentary status 
Parliamentary borough (2 members) 1560-1800 (Mun. corp. Ire. rept, 111; Johnston-Liik, 

ii, 305, 306). 
Parliamentary borough (1 member) 1801-85 (NHI, ix, 58). 
Part of South Meath constituency 1885 (NHI, ix, 58). 

4 Proprietorial status 
Held by archbishop of Armagh A.D. c. 800-1172; rents paid by proprietors until late 17th 

cent. (CS; Reg. Milo Sweteman, 19). 
Part of lordship of Meath, granted to Hugh de Lacy in 1172 (Orpen, i, 285); part of lordship 

of Meath, granted to Peter de Geneve and Matilda de Lacy in 1244 (Cal. doc. Ire., 
1171-1251, 397); surrendered by Geoffrey de Geneville to Joan de Geneville and 
Roger Mortimer in 1307; part of liberty of Trim seized by crown in 1307; restored 
to de Geneville and Mortimer in 1327 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1307-13, 33; Cal. pat. rolls, 
1327-30, 159). 
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Manor granted to Roger Mortimer in 1347 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1345-8, 349); Edmund 
Mortimer in 1368 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1367-70, 241, 262). Mortimer estate inherited by 
Richard Plantagenet in 1425; passed to Edward Plantagenet in 1460; merged with 
crown estate in 1461 (Complete peerage, viii, 453-4). Granted to Thomas Butler, 
earl of Desmond in 1464 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1461-7, 340); surrendered by Sir John 
Wallop to Thomas Stevyns in 1521 (Cal. S.P Ire., 1509-73, 4). Granted to Oliver 
Stephens in 1541 (L.P. Hen. VIII, 1540-41, 374); Laurence Hammond, bailiff of 
lordship of Trim 1558 (Fiants, Philip and Mary, 246); Adam Loftus 1625 (Cal. pat. 
rolls Ire., Jas I, 595). 

Town divided between earl of Roscommon (23 tenements), Lord Ranelagh (9 tenements), 
Adam Loftus (9 tenements), Christopher Goory (6 tenements), corporation of Trim 
(6 tenements), Edward Nugent (5 tenements), Robert Rochford (4 tenements), 
Christopher Cusack (4 tenements), Peter Tirrell (2 tenements), James Dillon, 
Browne of Athboy, Melchier Moore, Christopher Plunckett, William Veldon, 
Terence Fury (1 tenement each) 1640 (CS). 

Principal proprietors earl of Darnley, Lord Mornington, Lady Coningsby and corporation 
of Trim 1770 (O'Brien). 

5 Municipal boundary 
Boundary proposed in 1837 (Mun. boundary repts, 150-52). Town boundary defined in 

1840 (TCM 1, 2.11.1840); mapped in 1909 (OS). 
6 Administrative location 

County: liberty of Meath 1172 (Otway-Ruthven, 52); liberty of Trim c. 1243 (Cal. doc. 
Ire., 1171-1252, 397); liberty of Meath by 1460; annulled in 1472; liberty reinstated 
in 1473; liberty of Meath annulled, merged with county of Meath in 1479-80 (Stat. 
Ire., Edw. IV, ii, 675, 3-5, 95, 731-3). 

Barony: barony of Navan (N. of R. Boyne), barony of Moyfenrath (S. of R. Boyne) 1640 
(CS). Barony of Moyfenragh 1655 (DS). Part of barony of Navan, part of Lower 
Moyfenrath 1836 (OS). 

Civil parish: Trim 1836 (OS). 
Townlands: Charter School Land, Commons (3rd division), Townparks South, Townparks 

North 1836 (OS). 
Poor law union: Trim, formed in 1839 (HC 1843 (275), xlvi, 45). 
Poor law electoral division: Trim, formed in 1839 (HC 1843 (275), xlvi, 46). 
District electoral division: Trim, formed in 1898 (HC 1899 [C.948], xxxix, 180-81). 

7 Administrative divisions 
Town divided into 6 squadrons for night watch, a chief for each division, in 1659 (TCAM 

(1), 180, 10.4.1659). 
Constables appointed for N. side and S. side in 1660 (TCAM (1), 64, 12.10.1660). 

8 Population 

10 

1813 1,754 1901 1,513 
1821 2,304 1911 1,488 
1831 3,282 1926 1,325 
1841 2,269 1936 1,459 
1851 1,905 1946 1,383 
1861 2,058 1951 1,309 
1871 2,195 1956 1,342 
1881 1,586 1961 1,371 
1891 1,531 1966 1,467 

Population figures exclude environs. 
(Source: Census.) 
Housing 

NUMBER OF HOUSES 

1971 
1979 
1981 
1986 
1991 
1996 
2002 

1,700 
2,185 
2,144 
1,967 
1,784 
1,740 
1,447 

Inhabited Uninhabited Building Total 
1821 182 9 — 191 
1831 531 15 26 572 
1841 353 17 5 375 
1851 320 16 1 337 
1861 370 33 6 409 
1871 368 14 — 382 
1881 326 47 7 380 
1891 318 19 — 337 
1901 306 30 1 337 
1911 285 34 3 322 

lst-class 2nd-class 3rd-class 4th-class Unoccupied Total 
1841 16 104 192 41 22 375 
1851 35 100 174 11 16 336 
1861 47 123 169 31 39 409 

Classes as defined in Census: 
4th: predominantly mud cabins with 1 room and window only. 
3rd: better, with 2-4 rooms and windows. 
2nd: good, with 5-9 rooms and windows. 
1st: all houses of a better description than classes 2-4. 
(Source: Census.) 

Streets 
Abbey Lane 

Athboy Gate or Road/ 
Bóthar Áth Bui 

Back Lane 

Back Road 

Balli vor Road 
Barrack Lane 

Lane 1668 (TCAM (1), 161, 19.2.1668). Mary's Lane 1738 (RD 
110/294/77310). Unnamed c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1836 (OS). 
Hamilton's Lane 1854 (Val. 2). Abbey Lane 1855 (Val. 3), 1869 
(TCM 2, 1.2.1869). St Mary's Lane 1899 (TCM 3, 4.12.1899). 
Abbey Lane 1909 (OS). 
Road leading to Athboy 1677 (TCAM (1), 25, 15.5.1677). 
Athboy Road 1781 (Kendrick), 1816 (Wellesley). Unnamed c. 
1836 (Val. 1), 1836 (OS). Athboy Gate 1854 (Val. 2). Unnamed 
1909; Athboy Road 1975 (OS). Athboy Road/Böthar Äth Bui 
2004 (nameplate). 
(01906855). Unnamed c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1836 (OS). Back Lane 
1854 (Val. 2). Closed, replaced by Boyne Place in 1855 (see 22 
Residence: Boyne Cottages). For another Back Lane, see Mill 
Street. 
Unnamed 1770 (O'Brien). Road to Newtown Bridge 1781 
(Kendrick). Unnamed 1836 (OS). Back Road c. 1836 (Val. 1), 
1854 (Val. 2), 1855 (Val. 3). Old Back Road 1909; Back Road 
1975 (OS). See also Maudelyn's Street. 
See Kildalkey Road. 
See Reilly's Lane. 

Bective Road 
Black, Blagh, Blakes or 

Blake Street 
Blind Lane 
Blind Street 

Bridge Street/ 
Sráid an Droichid 

Bridgefoot Street 
Caparanny Boreen or 

Caperanny Road 
Castle Lane 
Castle Street/Sráid an 

Chaisleáin [east] 

Castle Street/Sráid an 
Chaisleáin [north] 

Chambers' Lane 
Chapel Street 
Church Lane/ 

Lana na hEaglaise 

Church Street 
Cornmarket Street 
Court House Lane 
Dengan Road 
Dublin Gate Street 
Emmet Street/Sraid 

Emmet [north] 

Emmet Street/Sráid 
Emmet [south] 

Fair, Fayer or 
Fayre Street 

Fays Corner 

Fays Lane 

Fishamble Street 
Ffrench's or 

Frenche's Lane 

Gaol Street 
Green, The 
Green Street 
Haggart or Haggard 

Street/Sräid na 
hlothainne 

Hamilton's Lane 
High Street/An Sráid 

Árd [north] 

High Street/An Sráid 
Árd [south] 

Keils Road/Bóthar 
Cheannais 

Kildalkey Road/ 
Bóthar Chili Dealga 

Lane 

0.25 km E. of town. Bective Road 1854 (Val. 2), 1855 (Val. 3). 
Unnamed 1909, 2003 (OS). 
See Emmet Street [north]. 

See Haggard Street. 
Location unknown. Blind Street 1618, 1625 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., 
Jas I, 338, 595). 
Bridge Street 1618, 1625 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 338, 595), 
1770 (O'Brien). Main Street c. 1836 (Val. 1). Unnamed 1836 
(OS). Bridge Street 1855 (Val. 3), 1881, 1894 (Slater), 1897 
(TCM 3,7.12.1897), 1909 (OS). Bridge Street/Sraid an Droichid 
2004 (nameplate). See also next entry. 
Location unknown, probably same as previous entry. Bridgefoot 
Street 1856 (Slater). 
Near Kildalkey Road (q.v.), site unknown. Caparanny Boreen; 
Caperanny Road 1860 (TCM 1, 2.1.1860; 7.5.1860). 
See Castle Street [north], Frenche's Lane. 
Unnamed 1836 (OS). New Road c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1854 (Val. 2). 
New Street 1883 (TCA 3, 1.10.1883). New Dublin Road 1909, 
1975; Castle Street 2003 (OS). Castle Street/Sraid an Chaisleain 
2004 (nameplate). 
Castle Lane 1770 (O'Brien), 1836 (OS). New Road c. 1836 
(Val. 1), 1854 (Val. 2). Castle Street 1846 (Slater), 1855 (Val. 3), 
1856, 1881 (Slater), 1897 (TCM 3, 27.5.1897), 1909 (OS). 
Castle Street/Sraid an Chaisleain 2004 (nameplate). 
See Sarsfield Avenue. 
See Patrick Street. 
Church Lane 1659 (TCAM (1), 183,1.7.1659). Unnamed c. 1836 
(Val. 1), 1836 (OS). Church Lane, to be gravelled 1852 (TCM 1, 
6.12.1852); 1854 (Val. 2), 1869 (TCM 2, 5.7.1869), 1909 (OS). 
Church Lane/Lana na hEaglaise 2004 (nameplate). 
See Loman Street [north]. 
Location unknown, perhaps same as Market Street (q.v.). 
Cornmarket Street 1662 (TCAM (1), 93, 13.10.1662). 
See Frenche's Lane. 
See Summerhill Road. 
See next entry. 
Blake or Blagh Street 1618; Black Street otherwise 
Blagh Street 1625 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 338, 595). Blakes 
Street 1662 (TCAM (1), 86, 9.4.1662). Blagh Street 1681 
(TCAM (2), 27, 19.12.1681). Black Street; Blakes Street 1744 
(RD 240/113/153730; 112/540/79518). Blake Street 1770 
(O'Brien). Unnamed; Blake Street 1836 (OS; TCAM (3), 456, 
25.3.1836). Green Street c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1854 (Val. 2). 
Wellington Road 1846 (Slater). Dublin Gate Street 1849 (Wilde, 
96). Wellington Street 1855 (Val. 3), 1861 (Henderson), 1886 
(TCA 1, 1.5.1886). Emmet Street 1908 (Val. 3), 1909 (OS). 
Emmet Street/Sraid Emmet 2004 (nameplate). 
Unnamed 1816 (Wellesley), 1836 (OS). Blake Street 
1836 (TCAM (3), 456, 25.3.1836). Green Street c. 1836 (Val. 1), 
1854 (Val. 2). Dublin Gate Street 1849 (Wilde, 96). Wellington 
Street 1855 (Val. 3), 1861 (Henderson), 1886 (TCA 1, 1.5.1886). 
Emmet Street 1908 (Val. 3), 1909 (OS). Emmet Street/Sraid 
Emmet 2004 (nameplate). 
Location unknown. Fayer Street 1571; Fayre Street 1593 
(Fiants, Eliz., 1714, 5840). Fair Street 1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., 
Jas I, 355). 
Near Mill Street (q.v.), site unknown. Fays Corner 1897 (TCM 
3, 12.5.1897). 
Near R. Boyne, site unknown. Fays Lane 1895 (TCM 3, 
5.8.1895). 
See High Street [south]. 
Castle Lane 1744 (RD 112/540/79518), 1770 (O'Brien), 1782, 
1811 (RD 347/148/231477; 625/273/434880), 1855 (Val. 3). 
Unnamed 1836 (OS). Castle Lane 1872 (TCM 2, 4.11.1872). 
Court House Lane 1898 (TCM 3, 3.1.1898). Ffrench's Lane 
1909, 1975; Frenche's Lane 2003 (OS). 
See Mill Street. 
See Patrick Street, Summerhill Road, Wellington Place. 
See Emmet Street. 
Haggard Street 1571 (Fiants, Eliz., 1714). Haggart Street 1618; 
Haggard Street 1625 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 338, 595). Blind 
Lane 1770 (O'Brien), 1782, 1811 (RD 347/148/231477; 
625/273/434880). Unnamed 1816 (Wellesley), 1836 (OS). Blind 
Lane c. 1836 (Val. 1). Haggart Street 1846, 1856 (Slater). Blind 
Lane 1854 (Val. 2), 1855; Haggard Street 1862 (Val. 3), 1881 
(Slater), 1909 (OS). Haggard Street/Sraid na hlothainne 2004 
(nameplate). 
See Abbey Lane. 
High Street 1571, 1593 (Fiants, Eliz., 1714, 5840), 1618 (Cal. 
pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 355), 1770 (O'Brien). Main Street c. 1836 
(Val. 1). Unnamed 1836 (OS). High Street 1846 (Slater). Main 
Street 1854 (Val. 2). High Street 1855 (Val. 3), 1856, 1881, 1894 
(Slater), 1909 (OS). High Street/An Sraid Ard 2004 (nameplate). 
Fishamble Street 1668 (TCAM (1), 161, 19.1.1668). High Street 
1770 (O'Brien), 1782, 1811 (RD 347/148/231477; 625/273/ 
434880). Main Street c. 1836 (Val. 1). Unnamed 1836 (OS). 
High Street 1846 (Slater). Main Street 1854 (Val. 2). High Street 
1855 (Val. 3), 1856, 1881, 1894 (Slater), 1909 (OS). High 
Street/An Sraid Ard 2004 (nameplate). 
Kells Road 1816 (Wellesley). Unnamed c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1836 
(OS). Kells Road 1854 (Val. 2), 1855 (Val. 3). Railway Road 
1883 (TCA 3, 5.11.1883). Unnamed 1909; Kells Road 1975 
(OS). Kells Road/Bothar Cheannais 2004 (nameplate). 
Trimblestown Road 1747 (McDonnell). Unnamed 1816 
(Wellesley), 1836 (OS). Ballivor Road 1855 (TCM 1, 
23.1.1855). Kildalkey Road 1909 (OS). Kildalkey Road/Bothar 
Chill Dealga 2004 (nameplate). 
(98306310). Unnamed c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1836 (OS); lane 1855 
(TCM 1,23.1.1855). 
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Loman Street/Sráid 
Lomain [north] 

Loman Street/Sráid 
Lomain [south] 

Longwood Road 
Main Street 
Marchall's Lane or 

Marshalls Place 
Market Street/Sráid 

an Mharaidh 

Marshalsea Lane or 
Place 

Mary's Lane 
Maudelyn's Street 
Mill Lane 

Mill or Mills Street/ 
Sráid an Mhuilinn 

Mullingar Road 
Navan Gate, Navan 

Gate Street or 
Navangate Street 

New Dublin Road 
New Road 
Newhaggard Road 

Odium's Lane 

Old Back Road 
Patrick Street/ 

Sráid Phádraií 

Pelliporch Street 
Pillory Street 
Porch or Pourch Street 

Port Street 
Post Office Lane 
Railway Road 
Reilly's Lane 

St Loman or 
St Loman's Street 

St Mary's Lane 
Sack Street 
Sarsfield Avenue/Ascaill 

an tSairsealaigh 

Scarlet or Scarlett Street 
Seaton or Seaton's Lane 
Skinner's Street 
Summerhill Road/Bóthar 

Chnoc an Loinsigh 

Tea Lane 
Trimblestown Road 
Water Street 
Water Gate or Watergate 

Street/Sraid Gheata 
an Uisce [south] 

Watergate Street [west] 
Wellington Place 
Wellington Road or 

Street 
Winetavern, Wyne or 

Wynetavern Street 

Road 1747 (McDonnell). Unnamed 1770 (O'Brien), 1816 
(Wellesley), 1836 (OS). Church Street c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1854 
(Val. 2), 1855 (Val. 3). Scarlet Street 1861 (Henderson), 1868 
(TCM 2, 7.12.1868), 1894 (Slater). St Loman Street 1909, 1975; 
St Loman's Street 2003 (OS). Loman Street/Sraid Lomain 2004 
(nameplate). 
Scarlett Street 1571; Scarlet Street 1593 (Fiants, Eliz., 1714, 
5840), 1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 355), 1770 (O'Brien). 
Unnamed 1816 (Wellesley), 1836 (OS). Scarlet Street c. 1836 
(Val. 1), 1854 (Val. 2), 1861 (Henderson), 1868 (TCM 1, 
7.12.1868), 1894 (Slater), 1899 (TCM 3, 4.12.1899). St Loman 
Street 1909, 1975; St Loman's Street 2003 (OS). Loman 
Street/Sraid Lomain 2004 (nameplate). 
See Newhaggard Road. 
See Bridge Street, High Street. 
See Reilly's Lane. 

Market Street 1676 (TCAM (1), 16, 16.10.1676), 1744 (RD 
112/540/79518), 1770 (O'Brien), 1811 (RD 625/273/434880), c. 
1836 (Val. 1). Unnamed 1836 (OS). Market Street 1846 (Slater), 
1854 (Val. 2), 1855 (Val. 3), 1856, 1881, 1894 (Slater), 1909 
(OS). Market Street/Sraid an Mharaidh 2004 (nameplate). See 
also Cornmarket Street. 
Location unknown, probably same as Mill Street (q.v.). 
Marshalsea Lane 1882; Marshalsea Place 1890 (TCA 1, 
24.3.1882; 1.1.1890). 
See Abbey Lane. 
Location unknown, probably same as Back Road (q.v.). 
Maudelyn's Street 1470 (Stat. Ire., Edw. IV, i, 695). 
Mill Lane 1781 (Kendrick), 1783, 1813 (RD 371/487/250778; 
676/451/462367), 1816 (Wellesley), c. 1836 (Val. 1). Unnamed 
1836 (OS). Mill Lane 1854 (Val. 2), 1855 (Val. 3), 1872 (TCM 
2, 7.8.1872), 1909 (OS). 
Scarlet Street 1770 (O'Brien). Back Lane 1781 (Kendrick). Gaol 
Street 1824 (Pigot), c. 1836 (Val. 1). Unnamed 1836 (OS). Gaol 
Street 1846 (Slater), 1854 (Val. 2). Mills Street 1855 (Val. 3). 
Gaol Street 1856 (Slater). Mill Street 1884 (TCA 2, 1.9.1884). 
Mills Street 1909; Mill Street 1975, 2003 (OS). Mill Street/Sraid 
an Mhuilinn 2004 (nameplate). See also Marshalsea Place. 
See Newhaggard Road. 
Navangate Street 1659 (TCAM (1), 183, 1.7.1659). Unnamed 
1816 (Wellesley), c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1836 (OS). Navan Gate 1846 
(Slater), 1854 (Val. 2), 1855 (Val. 3), 1856, 1881 (Slater). Navan 
Gate Street 1909 (OS). 
See Castle Street. 
See Castle Street. 
Newhaggard Road 1781 (Kendrick). Mullingar Road 1816 
(Wellesley). Unnamed 1836 (OS). Longwood Road 1855 (TCM 
1, 23.1.1855). Unnamed 1909; Newhaggard Road 1975 (OS). 
(00307030). Unnamed c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1836 (OS). Odium's 
Lane 1852; Mr Odium's lane 1853 (TCM 1, 6.12.1852; 
4.7.1853). Unnamed 1855 (Val. 2). Built over by 1909 (OS). 
See Back Road. 
Unnamed 1770 (O'Brien), 1816 (Wellesley), 1836 (OS). The 
Green c. 1836 (Val. 1). Chapel Street 1854 (Val. 2), 1855 (Val. 3). 
Patrick Street 1869 (TCM 2, 3.5.1869), 1880 (TSA, 4.10.1880), 
1909 (OS). Patrick Street/Sraid Phadraig 2004 (nameplate). 
Location unknown. Pelliporch Street 1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., 
Jas I, 355). 
Location unknown. Pillory Street 1571 (Fiants, Eliz., 1714). 
Location unknown. Porch Street 1571 (Fiants, Eliz., 1714). 
Pourch Street 1618; Porch Street 1625 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 
338, 595). 
Location unknown. Port Street 1659 (TCAM (1), 183, 1.7.1659). 
Location unknown. Post Office Lane 1849 (TCM 1, 4.1.1849). 
See Kells Road. 
(00556850). Unnamed c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1836 (OS). Barrack 
Lane 1854 (Val. 2). Marshalls Place 1855 (Val. 3). Dr O'Reilly's 
lane 1862 (TCM 1, 13.1.1862). Marchall's Lane 1899 (TCM 3, 
5.6.1899). Reilly's Lane 1909; unnamed 1975; built over by 
2003 (OS). 
See Loman Street. 

See Abbey Lane. 
Location unknown. Sack Street 1659 (TCAM (1), 183, 1.7.1659). 
Unnamed 1770 (O'Brien), 1836 (OS). Chambers' Lane c. 1836 
(Val. 1), 1854 (Val. 2). Seaton Lane 1855 (Val. 3). Seaton's Lane 
1863 (TCM 1, 1.6.1863). Sarsfield Avenue 1908 (Val. 3), 1909 
(OS). Sarsfield Avenue/Ascaill an tSairsealaigh 2004 (nameplate). 
See Loman Street [south], Mill Street. 
See Sarsfield Avenue. 
Location unknown. Skinner's Street 1593 (Fiants, Eliz., 5840). 
Dengan Road 1781 (Kendrick), 1816 (Wellesley). Unnamed 
1836 (OS). The Green c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1854 (Val. 2). 
Summerhill Road 1855 (TCM 1, 23.1.1855). Unnamed 1909, 
1975; Summerhill Road 2003 (OS). Summerhill Road/Bothar 
Chnoc an Loinsigh 2004 (nameplate). 
See Watergate Street [south]. 
See Kildalkey Road. 
See next entry. 
Water Gate Street c. 1836 (Val. 1). Unnamed 1836 (OS). Tea 
Lane 1852, 1855 (TCM 1, 14.12.1852; 5.2.1855). Watergate 
Street 1855 (Val. 3), 1870 (TCM 2, 3.1.1870). Water Street 1894 
(Slater). Watergate Street 1909 (OS). Watergate Street/Sraid 
Gheata an Uisce 2004 (nameplate). 
(99806870). Unnamed 1855 (Val. 3). Watergate Street 1909; 
closed by 1975 (OS). 
Unnamed 1836 (OS). The Green c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1854 (Val. 2). 
Wellington Place 1896 (TCA 3, 13.1.1896), 1909 (OS). 
See Emmet Street. 

Location unknown. Wynetavern Street 1571; Wyne Street 1593 
(Fiants, Eliz., 1714, 5840). Winetavern Street 1618, 1625 (Cal. 
pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 338, 595). 
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Yellow Steeple and Sheep Gate from the south, 1886 (Westropp 1) 

11 Religion 
St Patrick's Cathedral (C. of I.), Loman St E. Said to have been founded by St Patrick, but 

probably by St Lommán in A.D. 432 (Bieler, 169; Byrne, 317). Destroyed by fire 
in A.D. 784 (AU (2), 259), 1128 (Ann. Inisf., 291), 1143, 1155 (AFM, ii, 1071, 
1115). Parish church 1406, 1497 (Cal. papal letters, 1404-15, 71; 1492-8, 509). 
'Church and chauncel in good repair' 1622 (Ussher, i, lxxx). Unnamed 1655 (DS). 
St Patrick's Church 1660 (TCAM (1), 7, 10.5.1660). Church 1747 (McDonnell). 
Unnamed 1781 (Kendrick). Rebuilt in 1802 (Butler, 185). Gallery added in 1827 
(Lewis, ii, 645). Church c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1836 (OS), 1854 (Val. 2). Porch removed, 
new chancel added in 1867 (Conwell, 1873, 394). St Patrick's Church 1909 (OS). 
Consecrated as cathedral in 1955 (Galloway, 208); 1975, 2003 (OS). 

Graveyard: churchyard 1770 (O'Brien); graveyard 1854 (Val. 2), 1909-2003 (OS). 
St Mary's Abbey (canons regular of St Augustine), Abbey Lane, E. end. Possibly founded 

by St Malachy in c. 1145 (Gwynn, 2 9 3 ^ ) . Probably refounded by Hugh de Lacy 
in c. 1180 (Gwynn and Hadcock, 196). Destroyed by gunpowder explosion in 1368 
(Chartul. St Mary's, ii, 397). To be repaired 1423 (Cal. papal letters, 1417-31, 
254-5); 1461 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1461-7, 41). House of Our Lady 1472-3 (Stat. Ire., 
Edw. IV, ii, 9). Dissolved in 1539 (Extents Ir. mon. possessions, 305). Abbey 1542 
(Fiants, Hen. VIII, 340), 1549 (Cal. exch. inq., 205). 'Great and large abbey' 1584 
(Petition). 'Our Ladies Abbey', 80 acres of land, stone roofed castle 1626 (Inq. 
cancell. Hib. repert., i, Meath, no. 8). St Mary's Abbey 1640 (CS). 'Abby and the 
church is demolished only the vaults and some old walls repaired and inhabited' 
1655 (DS). Unnamed 1781 (Kendrick). See also 22 Residence: Talbot Castle. 

Yellow Steeple: bell tower probably built after fire of 1368 (Chartul. St Mary's, ii, 397); 
N., W. walls destroyed by Major William Cadogan in 1649; unnamed 1655 (DS); 
Yellow Steeple c. 1780 (Beranger); Yellow Tower 1806 (Hoare 1); Yellow Steeple 
1810 (Carlisle); Yellow Tower 1836 (OS); unnamed 1886 (Westropp 1); Yellow 
Tower of St Mary's Abbey, in ruins 1909, 1975, 2003 (OS). Yellow Steeple 2004. 

Newtown Abbey (canons regular of St Augustine), Newtown Trim, 1 km E. of town. Sts 
Peter and Paul's Priory, founded by Simon de Rochfort, bishop of Meath, in c. 1202 
(Cal. papal letters, 1396-1404, 75). Cathedral church of diocese of Meath 1255 
(Sheehy, ii, 228-9). St Peter's 1386 (Cogan, i, 314). House of St Peter 1476-7 (Stat. 
Ire., Edw. IV, ii, 473). Prior of St Peter's 1533 (Cogan, i, 315). Dissolved, in ruins 
1540 (Extents Ir. mon. possessions, 292, 297). Newtown Abbey 1610 (Cal. pat. 
rolls Ire., Jas I, 142). Unnamed 1655 (DS). Newtown monastery c. 1780 
(Beranger). Newtown Abbey 1836; in ruins 1909, 2003 (OS). 

St John's Friary (Crutched Friars or Cruciferi), Newtown Trim, 1.25 km E. of town. St 
John the Baptist's Priory or Hospital, probably founded in c. 1202 (Gwynn and 
Hadcock, 215). Monastery of St John 1395 (Cogan, i, 319). Church of home of St 
John 1426 (Dowdall deeds, 171). Dissolved in 1539; brewhouse, buttery with 
kitchen, dovecote, 2 granaries, hall, 2 towers extant 1540 (Extents Ir. mon. 
possessions, 299). Unnamed 1655 (DS). Newtown Castle c. 1780 (Beranger). 
Priory of St John the Baptist, in ruins 1785 (Cooper, 102). St John's Friary 1836; in 
ruins 1909, 2003 (OS). 

Franciscan friary, Castle St E., on site of later courthouse (see 13 Administration). Founded 
possibly in 1260 (Franciscan list, 194); 1282 (Gwynn and Hadcock, 260); friars 
minor 1318 (Cal. papal letters, 1305^42, 171). Destroyed by flood in 1330 (Chartul. 
St Mary's, ii, 372). Conventual buildings said to be ruinous 1430 (Fitzmaurice and 
Little, 184-5). Church, cemetery, chancel, other buildings, small garden, waste 
water-mill, weir 1540 (Extents Ir. mon. possessions, 307-08); 1542 (Fiants, Hen. 
VIII, 325); 1543; friary bell tower, brewhouse, castle, cellar, dormitory, hall, kitchen 
1549 (Cal. exch. inq., 205). Apparently restored in c. 1558 (Cal. S.P. Ire., 1509-73, 
145; Fiants, Mary and Philip, 241). Resuppressed in 1560-61 (Breve synopsis, 152). 
Friary, cellar, hall, kitchen 1584 (Petition); 1615-16 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 281), 
c. 1618 (Mooney, 92), 1620 (Inq. cancell. Hib. repert., i, Meath, no. 8 ). Roofs 
collapsed; church converted to courthouse in c. 1618 (see 13 Administration). 
Burials adjacent to site found in 1951 (Moore, 147). 

Franciscan residencia, location unknown. Established in 1629 (Breve synopsis, 152). 
Closed, Franciscans moved to Courtown, Co. Meath in early 18th cent. (Cogan, i, 
311). 

Black Friary (Dominican), Kells Rd E. St Mary's Priory, founded by Geoffrey de 
Geneville in 1263; burnt in 1368 (Gwynn and Hadcock, 230). Venue of 
parliamentary sessions 1446, 1491 (Fenning, 1963, 16, 18). Priory, buildings, 
chancel, church, cloister, lands, other houses, dissolved in 1540 (Extents Ir. mon. 
possessions, 308-09). Priory 1542 (Fiants, Hen. VIII, 309), 1597 (Fiants, Eliz., 
6267), 1626 (Inq. cancell. Hib. repert., i, Meath, no. 8). Black Friary 1677 (TCAM 
(2), 25, 15.5.1677). Conventual buildings in ruins c. 1750 (Burke, 264). Black 
Friary, in ruins 1836-2003 (OS). Earthwork remains over c. 4 acres 1984 (Moore, 
130). See also next entry. 
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Trim Priory (Dominican), location unknown. Dominican friary c. 1630 (Fenning, 1963, 
20). Dominicary of Trim 1687 (TCAM (2), 81, 21.10.1687). Trim Priory 
transferred to Donore, Co. Meath in c. 1713 (Fenning, 1961, 6). 

Parish church, Newtown Trim, 1.25 km E. of town. Church of New Town with chapel c. 
1307 (Cal. doc. Ire, 1302-07, 257). Parish church of Newtown by Tryme 1540 
(Extents Ir. mon. possessions, 292). Church 1836; in ruins 2003 (OS). 

St Mary's Church (R.C.), Patrick St N. Built in c. 1750 (Butler, 172). Rebuilt in 1810-11 
(Cogan, iii, 392). 'Very neat Roman Catholic chapel, with a Gothic front lately 
erected' 1815 (Atkinson, 243). Chapel 1816 (Wellesley). R.C. chapel 1836 (OS), 
1855 (Val. 3). Roman Catholic church 1881 (Slater). Closed on opening of St 
Patrick's Church (q.v.) in 1902. 

St Mary's Convent (Sisters of Mercy), Emmet St E. Under construction 1858 (Val. 3). 
Completed in c. 1867 (Ir. Builder, 4.6.1867). St Mary's Convent of Mercy 1881, 
1894 (Slater). Convent 1909, 2003 (OS). St Mary's Convent 2004 (nameplate). See 
also 20 Education: St Mary's Convent National School. 

St Patrick's Church (R.C) , Patrick St N. Built to replace St Mary's Church (q.v.) in 
1891-1902 (Casey and Rowan, 518; Ir. Builder, 15.9.1891). St Patrick's R.C. 
Church 1909; church 1975, 2003 (OS). St Patrick's Church 2004. 

Wesleyan Methodist meeting house, High St W. Methodist meeting house, built in c. 1854 
(Val. 2). Wesleyan chapel 1861 (Henderson), 1869 (TCM 2, 1.2.1869). Wesleyan 
Methodist meeting house 1881, 1894 (Slater). Closed, converted to school by 1907 
(Val. 3); 2003 (OS). 

12 Defence 
Earthwork castle, Castle St N., on site of later Trim Castle (see next entry). Earthen 

ringwork with fosse, stockade (hireson) enclosing fortified house (meisun) built by 
Hugh de Lacy in 1172-3; destroyed in 1173^1 (Deeds of the Normans, 135, 137). 

Trim Castle, Castle St N., incorporating site of former earthwork castle (see previous 
entry). Stone castle, built in c. 1175 (Giraldus, 141). Upper storeys added in 1194, 
1202 (Sweetman, 64). Castle of Trim 1224 (Cal. doc. Ire., 1171-1251, 179). 
Extensive repairs in c. 1403; 1480 (Rot. pat. Hib., 35b, 171, 269); 1524, 1541 (L.P. 
Henry VIII, 1524-6, 244, 316). Castle in ruins 1540-41 (Crown surveys, 56). 
Surrounded by stone walls containing 3 acres 1606 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 76). 
Strong castle 1640 (CS). Gatehouse to be fitted out for soldiers of garrison 1654 
(MacLysaght, 268-9). In good repair 1655 (DS). Back doors, sally of castle to be 
repaired 1689 (TCAM (2), 89, 21.2.1689). Trim Castle 1778 (Sandby 1). King 
John's Castle c. 1780 (Beranger). Castle of Trim 1738 (RD 110/294/77310). King 
John's Castle 1781 (Kendrick), 1816 (Wellesley). Trim Castle 1836; in ruins 
1909-2003 (OS). National monument 2004. 

Town Gate: timber gatehouse 1172; replaced by stone building in c. 1180; Trim Gate, 
reconstructed in early 13th cent. (O'Brien and Fenlon, 62-3); Town Gate 1836 
(OS). Extant 2004. 

Barbican: early 13th cent. (O'Brien and Fenlon, 64), 1806 (Hoare 2), 1836-2003 (OS). 
Extant 2004. 

Great Hall: built in late 13th cent. (O'Brien and Fenlon, 51); to be repaired 1326 (Rot. 
pat. Hib., 35b); largely rebuilt in 1367 (O'Brien and Fenlon, 52). 

Gaol: prison 1295 (Cal. doc. Ire., 1293-1301, 90); 1326 (Rot. pat. Hib., 34b); gaol 
1541, 1544 (Fiants, Hen. VIII, 268, 420), 1556-8 (De LTsle and Dudley MSS, 367), 
1558 (Fiants, Hen. VIII, 315), 1563, 1581, 1598 (Fiants, Eliz., 65, 521, 6214). To 
be 'sufficiently maintained' 1605 (O'Dowd, 83); 1625 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 
595). 

Chapel: chantry chapel 1375 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1374-7, 116). 
Mint: see 13 Administration. 
Brady Gate: Brady Gate, drawbridge 1689 (TCAM (2), 89, 21.2.1689). 

Town walls. Murage grants made in 1290-97 (Cal. doc. Ire., 1285-92, 277-8), 1308-15, 
1315-18 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1307-13, 70, 349), 1393-1413, 1417-37 (Rot. pat. Hib., 
165b, 229). 'Strongly walled' 1584 (Petition); 1625 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 595). 
Complete circuit 1655 (DS). Walls on N. side to be repaired 1668 (TCAM (1), 41 , 
14.1.1668). Walls on S. side to be repaired 1689 (TCAM (2), 89, 21.1.1689). Town 
wall 1836-2003 (OS). 

Sheep Gate, Bridge St E. Porchgate 1476-7 (Stat. Ire., Edw. IV, ii, 473). Portchgate 1542 
(Fiants, Hen. VIII, 325). Porchgate 1598-9 (Fiants, Eliz., 6267), 1620 (Cal. pat. 
rolls Ire., Jas I, 451). Porch Gate 1730; Sheepgate 1738 (RD 62/417/43466; 
110/294/77310). Sheep Gate 1836 (OS), 1849 (Wilde, 98). Unnamed 1886 
(Westropp 1). Sheep Gate 1909-2003 (OS). 

Blagh Gate, location unknown, probably same as Dublin Gate (see below). Blagh Gate 
1607 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 116). 

Athboy Gate, Haggard St. Unnamed 1655 (DS). Athboy Gate 1659, 1668 (TCAM (1), 184 
1.7.1659; 155, 1.9.1668), 1747 (McDonnell), 1765 (RD 259/183/166002), 1781 
(Kendrick), 1782 (RD 347/148/231477), 1816 (Wellesley), 1836 (OS), 1846 (TCM 
1, 17.8.1846), 1897 (TCM 3, 7.12.1897); Athboy Gate, site of, 1909-2003 (OS). 

Dublin Gate, Emmet St. Dublin Gate 1655 (DS), 1660 (TCAM (1), 77, 27.6.1660), 1765, 
1782, 1811 (RD 275/322/177804; 347/148/231477; 625/273/434880), 1836; 
Dublin Gate, site of, 1909-2003 (OS). 

Navan Gate, Navan Gate St. Navan Gate 1655 (DS), 1659; Rogues Castle 1669 (TCAM 
(1), 184, 1.7.1659; 166, 29.4.1669). Navan Gate 1781 (Kendrick), 1782, 1811 (RD 
347/148/231477; 625/273/434880), 1836 (OS), 1881 (TCA 1, 4.4.1881). Navan 
Gate, site of, 1909-2003 (OS). 

Bridge Gate, location unknown. 1659, 1662 (TCAM (1), 4, 22.11.1659; 98, 14.3.1662). 
Water Gate, Watergate St. Water Gate 1667 (TCAM (1), 145, 14.10.1667), 1765 (RD 

275/322/177804), 1836 (OS), 1849 (Wilde, 98), 1855 (Val. 3). Arch repaired 1887 
(TCA 1, 1.3.1887). Demolished in 1900 (French, 24). Water Gate, site of, 
1909-2003 (OS). 

Blind Gate, location unknown, perhaps same as Athboy Gate (q.v.). 1693 (TCAM (1), 125, 
2.10.1693). 

Watergates, N. of R. Boyne, site unknown. Watergates 1783; Watergate 1803, 1813 (RD 
371/487/250778; 577/344/387901; 676/451/462367). Watergates 1835 (TCAM (3), 
454, 29.9.1835). 

Guardhouse, Market St, site unknown. 1660, 1676 (TCAM (1), 66, 23.10.1660; 16, 
16.10.1676). 

Infantry barrack, Summerhill Rd W. Built in c. 1828 (TCAM (4), 404, 16.8.1828). 
Barracks 1835 (Leigh, 433). Infantry barrack c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1836 (OS), 1854 
(Val. 2). Military barracks 1895 (TCA 3, 2.12.1895). Closed in c. 1897 (Val. 3). 
Constabulary barrack 1909 (OS). Damaged by fire in 1920 (French, 38). Unnamed 
1975 (OS). Hotel 2004. 

Reconstruction of the Great Hall, late 13th cent. (Hogerzeil) 

13 Administration 
Mint, Castle St N., in Trim Castle (see 12 Defence). 1463 (Colgan, 43, 47, 49), 1470, 

1471-2, 1478 (Stat. Ire., Edw. IV, i, 653, 843; ii, 671). 
Tholsel, Market St N., site unknown. Guild hall 1465 (Stat. Ire., Edw. IV, i, 417). Town 

house 1620 (Inq. cancell. Hib. repert., i, Meath, no. 89). Town Hall 1640 (CS). 
Leased to George Jobson 1657; town house or tholsel 1659 (TCAM (1), 71, 
7.2.1660; 183, 1.7.1659). 
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Town Hall, Castle St E. Built in 1853 (TCM 1, 11.1.1853); 1879 (TCA 1, 12.5.1879). 
Damaged by fire, rebuilt in 1920 (Hussey and Roche). Unnamed 1909; Town Hall 
2003 (OS). See also 16 Trades and services: market house. 

Pillory, Pillory St, location unknown. Implied by street name 1571 (Fiants, Eliz., 1714). 
Courthouse, Castle St E. Converted from church of former Franciscan friary (see 11 

Religion) in c. 1618 (Mooney, 92). Session house 1782 (RD 347/148/231477). 
Courthouse 1816 (Wellesley), c. 1820 (Butler, 205). Demolished, replaced by new 
courthouse in c. 1824 (Pigot); c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1836 (OS), 1856-94 (Slater), 
1909-2003 (OS). 

Town clock, location unknown, c. 1667 (TCAM (1), 139, 14.9.1667). Repaired in 1681 
(TCAM (2), 26, 19.10.1681). 

Gaol, Mill St S. Opened by 1684 (TCAM (2), 53, 29.9.1684). New gaol, built in c. 1760 
(TCAM (3), 131, 16.3.1760). Gaol 1770 (O'Brien), 1796 (6 Loingsigh, 8-9). 
Extension built in c. 1805 (Ir. prisons rept, 1807, 14). Unnamed 1806 (Hoare 1). 
Bridewell, gaoler's apartments built in 1817 (Ir. prisons rept, 1818, 21). Extended 
to include treadmill, 36 cells, 4 debtors' rooms, 7 dayrooms, 1 room for hospital, 1 
room for chapel in 1823 (Ir. prisons rept 2, 36). New gaol required 1826 (Ir. prisons 
rept 4, 6). Closed, transferred to new premises by 1833 (see next entry). Old gaol 
1836 (OS), 1854 (Val. 2). Unnamed 1886 (Westropp 1). Gaol, disused 1909 (OS). 

County Gaol, Castle St S. Built in 1828 (Ir. prisons rept 7, 41). Opened by 1833 (Ir. prisons 
rept 12, 48). New gaol c. 1836 (Val. 1); with 2 wells 1836 (OS); with hospital, 
school (Lewis, ii, 644). County Gaol 1856, 1881 (Slater). Unnamed 1886 
(Westropp 2). Closed in 1886 (Thorn, 1923). Converted to Joint District Industrial 
School (see 21 Education) in 1890. 

Barrack, Market St N. (01606880). Barrack 1816 (Wellesley). 
Constabulary barrack, Emmet St W. (00056770). c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1855, 1881 (Val. 3), 

1894 (Slater). Constabulary barrack 1896 (Val. 3). 
Police station, location unknown. 1895 (LL 10.8.1895). 
Post office, location unknown. 1816 (Wellesley). 
Post office, Post Office Lane, location unknown. Implied by street name 1849 (TCM 1, 

4.1.1849). 
Post office, Mill St S. (01406945). 1881 (Slater). Closed by 1894 (Val. 3). 
Post office, location unknown. 1895 (LL 10.8.1895). 
Stamp office, Market St, site unknown. 1881, 1894 (Slater). 
Union workhouse, Back Rd S. Opened in 1841 (Relief of poor rept, 153). Union 

workhouse 1846 (Slater), 1855 (Val. 3), 1881, 1891 (Slater), 1909 (OS). County 
home 1922; converted to St Joseph's Hospital in 1967 (French, 42). St Joseph's 
Hospital 2004. 

14 Primary production 
Parks: 

King's park, Back Rd N. (02606550). Parks of Trim 1400 (Rot. pat. Hib., 155). King's 
park of Trim 1461; granted to Edmund Tankard in 1464 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1461-7, 41 , 
325); 1472-3 (Stat. Ire., Edw. IV, ii, 161). Park of Trim 1515 (Gwynn and Hadcock, 
260). Park of Trym 1525; King's park or Park of Trim 1542 (Fiants, Hen. VIII, 9, 
325); King's park 1611 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 185), 1730, 1764 (RD 
62/417/43466; 231/326/150204), 1781 (Kendrick), 1782, 1813 (RD 347/148/ 
231477; 676/451/462367), 1816 (Wellesley), 1849 (Wilde, 93). 

Lynche's park, location unknown. Lynce's park 1542 (Fiants, Hen. VIII, 325). Lynche's 
park 1611 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 185). 

Shalies's park, location unknown. Salepark 1542 (Fiants, Hen. VIII, 325). Sallye park 
1571; Sallie park 1593 (Fiants, Eliz., 1714, 5840). Shalie's park 1616 (Cal. pat. 
rolls Ire., Jas I, 335). 

Plunket's park, location unknown. 1730, 1813 (RD 62/417/43466; 676/451/462367). 
Mill park or garden, location unknown. 1738 (RD 110/294/77310). 
Primate's park, location unknown. Primate's park 1744 (RD 112/540/79518). 
Water Gates Park, near Watergate St, site unknown. Water Gates Park 1764 (RD 

231/326/150204). 
Breekfields Parks, Newhaggard Rd, site unknown. Breekfields Parks 1765 (RD 

259/184/16603). 
Greek Park, Navan Gate St S. 1836 (OS), 1878 (Conwell, 1878, 28), 1909, 2003 (OS). 

Orchards: 
Castle Orchard, near Trim Castle (see 12 Defence), site unknown. 1425 (Rot. pat. Hib., 

235). 
Winetavern St, location unknown. 1571 (Fiants, Eliz., 1714). 
Loman St, site unknown. 1593 (Fiants, Eliz., 5840). 
Skinner's St, location unknown. 1593 (Fiants, Eliz., 5840). 
Navan Gate St, site unknown. William Drumgold 1739 (RD 115/12/79066). 
Newtown Trim, 1.25 km E. of town. Large orchard 1785 (Cooper, 102). 

Carriffyn weir, location unknown, c. 1471 (Stat. Ire., Edw. IV, i, 815). 
Fraunces warre, near Porch field (q.v.), site unknown. 1472 (Stat. Ire., Edw. TV, ii, 45). 
Eel weir, R. Boyne, site unknown. 1542 (Fiants, Hen. VIII, 325). 
Fishing weir, R. Boyne, site unknown. 1607, 1625 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 116, 595). 
Fields and meadows: 

Porch Field, Navan Gate St S. Porchfield 1472 (Stat. Ire., Edw. IV, ii, 45). Porchefeldes 
1542 (Fiants, Hen. VIII, 340). Porch field 1611 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 185). 
Porchy fields 1730, 1769 (RD 62/417/43466; 286/93/184926). Portual Field 1836; 
Porch Field 2003 (OS). 

Broademeade, location unknown. Bredemede 1540 (Crown surveys, 56). Bridemeade 
1606; Broademeade 1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 76, 338). 

Dirysland, location unknown. Diersland 1540 (Crown surveys, 56). Derisland 1606; 
Dirysland 1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 76, 338). 

Horsecrosse, location unknown. 1540 (Crown surveys, 56), 1606, 1618 (Cal. pat. rolls 
Ire., Jas I, 76, 338). 

Little Marishocke, location unknown. Letle Maurshoke 1540 (Crown surveys, 56). 
Little Marishocke 1606; Litlemarishoke 1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 76, 338). 

Muchfield, location unknown. Michefeld 1540 (Crown surveys, 56). Muchfield 1606, 
1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 76, 338). 

Muchmarishocke, location unknown. Moch Marisoke 1540 (Crown surveys, 56). 
Muchmarishocke 1606, 1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 76, 338). 

Parkefield, location unknown. Parkefeld 1540 (Crown surveys, 56). Parkefield 1606, 
1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 76, 338). 

Phelemysland, location unknown. Phyllemynsland 1540 (Crown surveys, 56). Phelim's 
land 1606; Phelemysland 1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 76, 338). 

Rathfield, location unknown. 1540 (Crown surveys, 56), 1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas 
I, 338). 

Sherifield, location unknown. Sheriffeld 1540 (Crown surveys, 56). Sherifield 1606, 
1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 76, 338). 

Stonefield, location unknown. Stonefeld 1540 (Crown surveys, 56). Stonefield 1606, 
1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 76, 338). 

Quarry, location unknown. 1584 (Petition). 
QuarryT Newtown Trim, 1.5 km E. of town. 1836 (OS). 
Lime pits, near bridge (see 17 Transport), site unknown. 1660 (TCAM (1), 65,13.10.1660). 
Mr Seaton's garden, Loman St W. (00507175). Mr Seaton's garden 1747 (McDonnell). 

Cherry Gardens, Watergate St W. (99806825). Cherry gardens 1781 (Kendrick), 1782, 
1811 (RD 347/148/231477; 625/273/434880), 1816 (Wellesley). 

15 Manufacturing 
Mills, locations unknown. Mills of Trim 1366 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1364-7, 349). 
Mills, 2, locations unknown. 1425 (Rot. pat. Hib., 235). 
Mills, 3, locations unknown, associated with St Mary's Abbey (see 11 Religion). 2 

watermills 1461 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1461-7, 41), 1472-3 (Stat. Ire., Edw. TV, ii, 43), 
1543 (L.P. Hen. VIII, 1542^, 165), 1549 (Fiants, Hen. VIII, 357). 3 mills 1640 
(CS). 

Weirs: 1461 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1461-7, 41), c. 1472 (Stat. Ire., Edw. IV, ii, 43). 
Tucking mill, location unknown, associated with St Mary's Abbey (see 11 Religion). 1549 

(Fiants, Hen. VIII, 357). 
Watermill, location unknown, near Trim Castle (see 12 Defence). 1607 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., 

Jas I, 116), 1608 (Cal. S.P. Ire., 1606-8, 58), 1730, 1738 (RD 67/417/43466; 
110/294/77310). 

Cases mills, Winetavern St, location unknown. 1618, 1625 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 338, 
595). 

Tuck mill, Dublin Rd N., 0.25 km E. of town. Mill 1650 (CS), 1655 (DS). Tuck mill 1738, 
1769 (RD 110/294/77310; 286/93/184926), 1836 (OS). 

Weir: 1650 (CS), 1655 (DS), 1836 (OS). 
Corn mill, Mill Lane W. end. Mills of Trim 1718; 3 watermills 1730 (RD 20/431/11148; 

67/417/43466). Mill 1824 (Pigot). Corn mill 1836 (OS). Flour mill 1837 (Lewis, ii, 
644). Flour, corn and tuck mill 1855; corn mills 1872 (Val. 3). Trim Mills 1894 
(Slater). Corn mill, in ruins 1909 (OS). 

Weir: 1836 (OS). 
Kiln: 1855, 1872 (Val. 3). 

Newtown Mills, Newtown Trim, 1.5 km E. of town. Corn mill 1836 (OS). Newtown Mills 
1846-94 (Slater). 

Newtown Mills, Newtown Trim, 1.5 km E. of town. Tuck mill 1836 (OS). Newtown Mills 
1846-94 (Slater). 

Dyehouse, location unknown. 1538 (L.P. Hen. VIII, 1538, pt 1, 257). 
Kiln, location unknown. 1462 (Stat. Ire., Edw. IV, i, 7). 
Forges and smithies: 

Navan Gate St, site unknown. Patrick Ball 1739 (RD 115/12/79066). 
Haggard St, site unknown. James Mooney 1846 (Slater), 1856; Michael Mooney 1861 

(Henderson), 1881 (Slater). 
Castle St W. (01606745). 1854 (Val. 2), 1856-94 (Slater), 1895, 1907 (Val. 3). 
Castle St W. (01606880). 1854 (Val. 2), 1855-97 (Val. 3). 
Castle St W. (01706715). 1854 (Val. 2), 1862 (Val. 3). 
Haggard St W. (02107290). 1855, 1862; closed by 1867 (Val. 3). 
Market St, site unknown. James Kelly 1856 (Slater), 1861 (Henderson), 1869 (TCM 1, 

2.8.1869), 1894 (Slater). 
Bridge St, site unknown. John Monaghan 1861 (Henderson), 1881 (Slater). 
Emmet St W. (00056525). 1875 (Val. 3), 1881 (Slater); closed in 1894 (Val. 3). 
Mill St N. (01556965), probably same as next entry. 1889, 1894 (Val. 3). 
Mill St, site unknown, probably same as previous entry. William Taffe 1894 (Slater). 
Haggard St, site unknown. Thomas Adair 1894 (Slater). 
Watergate St, site unknown. Patrick McLoughlan 1894 (Slater). 

Malt house, location unknown. William Foster 1744 (Trim misc.). 
Malt house, Mill Lane, site unknown. 1764 (TAB, 20.11.1764). 
Malt house, location unknown. Edward Williams 1766 (RD 253/92/162224). 
Malt house, near Athboy Gate (see 12 Defence), site unknown. 1776 (TAB, 11.3.1776). 
Malt house, Kildalkey Rd N., 0.25 km N. of town. Malt house 1836 (OS), 1837 (Mun. 

boundary repts, 150-52). 
Brew house, location unknown. Brew house 1749, 1783 (RD 137/33/93521; 

371/487/250778). 
Brewery, location unknown. Pat Kennedy 1824 (Pigot). 
Brewery, Market St N. Brewery 1836 (OS), 1837 (Lewis, ii, 644), 1846 (Pari, gaz., hi, 

392). 
Saddle and harness manufactory, location unknown. Edward Reilly 1824 (Pigot). 
Tannery, location unknown. Christopher Sherlock 1824 (Pigot). 
Tannery, location unknown. 1837 (Lewis, ii, 644), 1846 (Pari, gaz., iii, 392). 
Tanyard, Market St N. (01306875). 1846 (Slater), 1854 (Val. 2), 1855 (Val. 3), 1856 

(Slater), 1862; closed by 1878 (Val. 3). 
Car and crig manufactory, Haggard St N., site unknown. 1846 (Slater), 1854 (Val. 2), 1856 

(Slater). 
Straw hat manufactory, High St, site unknown. Mary Medge 1846 (Slater). 
Gun manufactory, Navan Gate St S. (03707060). 1854 (Val. 2), 1856 (Slater). 
Gun manufactory, Castle St, site unknown. Jonathan Sheidon 1861 (Henderson). 
Farming implement manufactory, Market St, site unknown. James Kelly 1856 (Slater). 
Coach manufactories: 

Haggard St, site unknown. John Brogan 1861 (Henderson). 
High St, site unknown. Mrs Larkin 1862 (TCM 1, 8.12.1862). 
Haggard St, site unknown. William Callaghan 1881 (Slater). 
Haggard St, site unknown. Henry Murtagh 1881 (Slater). 
High St, site unknown. Philip Tute 1881, 1894 (Slater). 
High St, site unknown. Patrick Callaghan 1894 (Slater). 
Market St, site unknown. Matthew Dallon 1894 (Slater). 

Cooperage, Loman St, site unknown. Matthew Proctor 1894 (Slater). 

16 Trades and services 
Market, in Newtown Trim, 1.25 km E. of town. Market to be held weekly on Wednesdays 

1217 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1216-25, 28). 
Market, in Market St. Patent to hold markets every Saturday granted in 1627 (Fairs and 

markets rept, 55). 
Meat market, Market St N. Meat market 1836 (OS). 
Turf market, in Castle St. To be held daily 1851 (TCM 1, 3.11.1851). 
Market house, Castle St E., in Town Hall (see 13 Administration). Market house 1854 (Val. 

2), 1855 (Val. 3), 1856-94 (Slater). 
Market yard: 1856 (TCM, 1, 7.4.1856), 1872 (TCA 1, 1.10.1872), 1898 (TCM 3, 

5.9.1898), 1909 (OS). 
Butter market, in market yard (q.v.): Butter market 1856 (TCM 1, 7.4.1856). 
Fowl market, in market yard (q.v.): Fowl market 1856 (TCM 1, 1.9.1856). 
Potato market, in market yard (q.v.): Potato market 1856 (TCM 1, 7.4.1856). 

Pig market, Market St N., site unknown. Pig market 1866 (TCM 2, 3.12.1866). 
Fairs. Fair 1244 (Cal. doc. Ire., 1171-1251,402). Licence to hold fairs on eve of feast days 

of St John the Baptist, translation of St Thomas the Martyr confirmed in 1429; 
patent confirmed in 1570; 2 2-day fairs starting on feast days of Corpus Christi, St 
Martin granted in 1632; 2 additional fairs (8 May, 9 November) granted in 1757; 
fairs (27 March, 8 May, Wednesday after Trinity Sunday, 1 October, 16 November) 
held 1852 (Fairs and markets rept, 102). Additional fair (13 September) granted in 
1898; first held in 1899 (TCM 3, 8.11.1898). 
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Fair, Newtown Trim, 1.25 km E. of town. Annual fair on vigil and feast day of St Mary 
Magdalene and 6 days following (21-8 July) 1279 (Cal. chart, rolls, 1257-1300, 
214). 

Fair green, Wellington Place S. Fair green 1813 (RD 676/451/462367), 1854 (Val. 2). In 
use by Royal Meath Militia 1855-61 (TCM 1, 14.7.1855; 7.1.1861). Gate erected 
in 1861 (TCM, 1, 8.4.1861). Fair green 1909 (OS). 

Pig fair, in fair green (see previous entry). Pig fair 1896 (TCM 3, 13.1.1896). 
Weighing apparatus, triangle, crane, Market St, site unknown. Removed in 1854 (TCM 1, 

4.9.1854). 
Corn and butter cranes, Castle St E., in market yard (see above, market house). Corn and 

butter cranes 1872 (TCA 1, 1.10.1872). 
Shambles, Market St N. (01406860). Shambles 1854 (Val. 2), 1862, 1872 (Val. 3). 
Stables, near R. Boyne, site unknown. 1744 (RD 112/540/79518). 
Warehouse, near R. Boyne, site unknown. 1744 (RD 112/540/79518). 
Red Lion Inn, location unknown. 1749, 1813 (RD 137/33/93521; 676/451/462367). 
O'Reilly Arms, Navan Gate St S. (03357060). O'Reilly Arms 1816 (Wellesley), 1824 

(Pigot). 
Black Boy Inn, location unknown. Mary Taylor 1824 (Pigot). 
Darling's hotel, High St, site unknown. Darling's hotel 1846 (Slater). Head Inn 1853 

(TCM 1, 7.2.1853). Darling's hotel 1856 (Slater). 
Hotel, Market St, site unknown. Neville Preston Newnan 1846 (Slater). 
Hotel, High St, site unknown. Christopher McKeown 1861 (Henderson). 
Hotel, High St N. 1876 (Val. 3). Austrian Arms Hotel 1881 (Slater). Hotel 1907 (Val. 3), 

1909-2003 (OS). Brogan's Hotel 2004. 
Hotel, Market St S. (00456775). James Higgins 1894, 1915 (Val. 3). 
Ulster Bank, High St E. Ulster Bank, built in 1863 (Casey and Rowan, 520), 1872 (Val. 3), 

1881, 1894 (Slater). Bank 1909, 2003 (OS). Ulster Bank 2004. 
Bank of Ireland, Market St, site unknown. Bank of Ireland 1881, 1894 (Slater). 
Savings bank, Emmet St W., site unknown. Post, money order, telegraphy office and 

savings bank 1894 (Slater). 

Bridge and gaol from the east, 1806 (Hoare 1) 

17 Transport 
Bridge, R. Boyne, Bridge St to High St. Probably built in c. 1440 following destruction of 

earlier bridge in Boyne flood of 1330 (O'Keeffe and Simington, 152). Bridge 1620 
(Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 431), 1654 (CS), 1655 (DS), 1659 (TCAM (1), 183, 
1.7.1659). Bridge of Trim 1718, 1744 (RD 20/431/11148; 112/540/79518). Bridge 
1781 (Kendrick). Bridge of Trim 1783, 1813 (RD 371/487/250778; 
676/451/462367). Bridge 1816 (Wellesley), 1824 (Pigot), 1836 (OS). Old bridge 
1837 (Lewis, ii, 644). Bridge 1846 (Pari, gaz., iii, 391); dilapidated 1852 (TCM 1, 
14.12.1852); 1874 (TCM 2, 4.5.1874), 1886 (Westropp 1). Unnamed 2003 (OS). 

St Peter's or Newtown Bridge, R. Boyne, Newtown Trim, 1.25 km E. of town. Newtown 
Bridge 1655 (DS). Unnamed c. 1780 (Beranger), 1780 (Sandby 2). Bridge 1785 
(Cooper, 102). St Peters or Newtown Bridge 1836 (OS). Bridge of Newtown 1849 
(Wilde, 98). Newtown Bridge 1869 (TCM 2, 1.11.1869). St Peter's or Newtown 
Bridge 1909, 2003 (OS). 

Lubbard Bridge, R. Luppard, site unknown. Lubbard Bridge 1775 (TCAM (4), 505). 
Railway station, Kells Rd W., 0.25 km N. of town. Line built in 1858 (TCM 1, 

12.10.1858). Station 1860 (OS). Station house 1872 (Val. 3); 1881, 1894 (Slater). 
Trim Station 1909 (OS). Line closed in 1947 (local information). 

18 Utilities 
Street paving. Paving begun in 1659 (TCAM (1), 98, 22.11.1659); Castle St, Newhaggard 

Rd paved in 1867; Main St paved in 1868 (TCM 2, 9.9.1867; 16.12.1868). 
Pound, location unknown. Built in 1769 (TCAM (3), 15.10.1771); 1784 (TAB, 7.12.1784). 
Pound, Patrick St S. 1836 (OS). 
Pound, High St S. (04557060). 1854 (Val. 2), 1855 (Val. 3), 1867 (TCM 2, 18.9.1867). 
Fire engine house, location unknown. Fire engine house 1772 (TCAM (4), 503). 
Abbey Well, Haggard St E. 1836 (OS), 1837 (Mun. boundary repts, 150-52). 
Abbey Well, Kells Rd E. 1836 (OS). 
Well, Castle St, site unknown. 1866 (TCM 2, 10.9.1866). 
Public water pumps and fountains: 

Haggard St, adjacent to Athboy Gate (see 12 Defence), site unknown. 1846 (TCM 1, 
17.8.1846). Probably replaced by new pump 1872 (see next entry). 

Haggard St, adjacent to Athboy Gate (see 12 Defence), site unknown. New pump, 
probably replacing old pump (see previous entry) 1872 (TCM 2, 9.12.1872). 

Loman St, site unknown. 1846; repaired in 1848 (TCM 1, 29.8.1846; 3.4.1848). 
Market St, site unknown. 1846 (TCM 1, 17.8.1846). 
Wellington Place, site unknown. 1846 (TCM 1, 29.8.1846). 
Navan Gate St, adjacent to Navan Gate (see 12 Defence), site unknown. 1847, 1866 

(TCM 1, 11.9.1847; TCM 2, 8.11.1866). 
Post Office Lane, location unknown. Well converted to pump in 1849 (TCM 1, 

4.1.1849). 
Castle St, site unknown. Erected in 1851 (TCM 1, 18.8.1851). 
Sarsfield Ave, site unknown. New pump 1863 (TCM 1, 1.6.1863). 
Emmet St, site unknown. 1866 (TCM 2, 4.6.1866). 

Loman St, site unknown. New pump 1873 (TCM 2, 7.7.1873). 
Marshalsea Lane, location unknown. 1882 (TCA 1, 24.3.1882). 
Abbey Lane, site unknown. Old pump well 1899 (TCM 3, 4.12.1899). 

Gas works, Market St N. (01156880). Gasometer, lamps, pipes built in 1853 (TCM 1, 
7.2.1853; 3.10.1853; 6.3.1853). Gas works 1854 (Val. 2), 1881, 1894 (Slater), 1909 
(OS). 

Gasometer, Emmet St W. (99406630). Gasholder, built in 1891 (TCA 2, 1.8.1891). 
Gasometer 1909 (OS). 

Street lighting. Town to be lit 1853 (TCM 1, 3.10.1853). Gas lamps 1856-94 (Slater). 
19 Health 

St Mary Magdalene's Hospital (Knights Hospitaller), junction Back Rd/New Dublin Rd, on 
site of later Maudlin graveyard (see below). Held by preceptor of Kilmainhambeg 
of Knights Hospitaller 1335 (Reg. Kilmainham, 60). House of St Mary Magdalene 
1375 (Cal. pat. rolls, 1374-7, 116). Lands, churchyard held by Franciscans 1540 
(Extents Ir. mon. possessions, 307). 

Maudlen chapel: Mawdlen chapel 1542 (Fiants, Hen. VIII, 325). Maudlen chapel 1599 
(Fiants, Eliz., 6267), 1611 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 185). 

Maudlin graveyard: Mawdlen church yard 1542 (Fiants, Hen. VIII, 325). Maudlen 
cemetery 1599 (Fiants, Eliz., 6267). Maudlin graveyard 1909; burial ground, 
disused 2003 (OS). 

Fever hospital, Back Rd N. Built in 1846 (Pari, gaz., iii, 392); 1856-94 (Slater), 1909; 
hospital 1975 (OS). 

Dispensary, location unknown, probably same as next entry. Opened in 1811 (Brady, 1963, 
59). 

Dispensary, High St N., site unknown. Dispensary 1837 (Lewis, ii, 645), 1846-81 (Slater). 
See also previous entry. 

Dispensary, Market St N. (00656820). Dispensary 1854 (Val. 2), 1855 (Val. 3). 
Dispensary, location unknown. 1895 (LL 10.8.1895). 

20 Education 
Diocesan or district free school, location unknown, probably Market St N., on site of 

tholsel (see 13 Administration). 1685 (TCAM (2), 57, 29.6.1685). 
Diocesan or district free school, Abbey Lane, E. end, in Talbot Castle (see 22 Residence). 

Leased for use of diocesan school in 1718; free school 1738 (RD 20/431/11148; 
110/294/77310). Diocesan schoolhouse, 'large but very old house', in need of 
repair 1788 (Quane, 48). Unnamed 1806 (Hoare 1). School closed, converted back 
to private residence in 1824 (Endowed schools rept, 1857-8, 39, 301). 

John Fox's English school, location unknown. 1744 (Trim misc.). 
Charter school, Summerhill Rd W. Opened in 1748 (Endowed schools rept, 1857-8, 190). 

Second storey added in c. 1810; 'in a neglected state' 1817 (Ir. educ. rept 1, 62-4). 
Charter school 1816 (Wellesley). 'Excellent stone house' 1824 (Ir. educ. rept 2, 
742). 'Gone to ruin' 1835 (Diocesan rept, 550). Charter school 1836 (OS), 1854 
(Val. 2). Trim Incorporated Society's boys' and girls' schools; accommodation for 
329 pupils 1855 (Endowed schools rept, 1857-8, 190). 6 boys 1868 (Ir. educ. inq. 
rept, 71). In disrepair 1877 (Incorporated Soc) . Closed by 1881 (Endowed schools 
rept, 1881, 98-9). Mornington House 1909 (OS). County council offices 2004. 

Gaol school, Mill St S., in old gaol (see 13 Administration). Partly funded by Kildare Place 
Society 1824 (Ir. educ. rept 2, 742-3). 

Mary Halpin's school, location unknown. 36 pupils 1824 (Ir. educ. rept 2, 742-3). 
Andrew Henry's school, location unknown. 10 pupils 1824 (Ir. educ. rept 2, 742-3). 
Eleanor McDonagh's school, location unknown. 15-20 pupils 1824 (Ir. educ. rept 2, 

742-3). •' -v 
William Mooney's academy, location unknown. 1824 (Pigot). 
Philip Moore's school, location unknown. 45 pupils 1824 (Ir. educ. rept 2, 742-3). 
School, location unknown. 59 pupils 1824 (Ir. educ. rept 2, 742-3). 
School, R.C., location unknown. 1824 (Ir. educ. rept 2, 742-3). 
Thomas Slevin's school, location unknown. 15 pupils 1824 (Ir. educ. rept 2, 742-3). 
National school, Patrick St N. Opened in 1836 (National educ. rept 3, 40-41); national 

school 1836; school 1909, 2003 (OS). 
School, Castle St S. 1836 (OS). 
Workhouse school, Back Rd S., in Union Workhouse (see 13 Administration). 1842 (Ir. 

educ. rept 9, 107). 
Mary Glynn's school, High St, site unknown. Mary Glynn 1846 (Slater). 
Ellen Jones's school, Wellington Rd, site unknown. Ellen Jones 1846 (Slater). 
School, Abbey Lane, E. end, in former St Mary's Abbey (see 11 Religion). Matthew 

Carroll 1846, 1856 (Slater). 
District Model National School, Dublin Rd S. Opened in 1850 (Ir. educ. rept 17, 222); 

1869 (The Times 13.9.1869); boys' , girls' and infants' schools 1870 (Ir. educ. inq. 
rept, 159-64). Model school house 1854 (Val. 2). Model School 1909 (OS). 
Transferred to Christian Brothers, renovated in 1944; Catholic diocesan school 
1989 (Curran, iii, 983^4). School 2003 (OS). Trim Vocational School 2004. 

St Mary's Convent National School, Patrick St N., associated with St Mary's Convent (see 
11 Religion). Opened in 1868 (The Times 13.9.1869). 'Superior school', girls' 
school, infant school; boys' infant school in old national school building 1870 (Ir. 
educ. inq. rept, 775). School 1894 (Slater), 1909-2003 (OS). St Mary's Convent 
National School 2004 (nameplate). 

Joint District Industrial School, Castle St N., in former County Gaol (see 13 
Administration). Opened in 1890 (LL 30.7.1892); 1893 (Val. 3), 1894 (Slater). 
Industrial school, bridewell 1909 (OS). Closed in 1920; converted to Garda 
Siochana station in c. 1926 (French, 43). Demolished in c. 1953 (Hussey and 
Roche, [14]). 

21 Entertainment 
Wellington Pillar, Wellington Place S. Erected in memory of duke of Wellington in 1817 

(Pigot). Wellington Testimonial c. 1836 (Val. 1), 1836 (OS). Wellington Pillar 1846 
(Pari, gaz., iii, 390). Russian gun from Crimea mounted at base in 1858 (TCM 1, 
3.2.1858); 1881 (Slater), 1909; pillar 1975 (OS). Wellington Pillar 2004. 

Young Men's Association premises, Loman St E. (01707150). Young Men's Association 
1872; closed, converted to national school by 1907 (Val. 3). 

Literary Society premises, Emmet St W. (00106735). Literary Society 1888; closed in 
1892 (Val. 3). 

22 Residence 
Single and paired houses 
Earl's chamber, Castle St E., adjacent to Franciscan friary (see 11 Religion). 1549 (Cal. 

exch. inq., 205). 
Blackhall, Fayer St, location unknown. 1571, 1593 (Fiants, Eliz., 1714, 5840). Black Hall 

1618 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 355). 
Rectory, Loman St W. 'Fayre castle and an hall with lyme and stone' 1622 (Ussher, i, 

lxxx). Rectory house 1625 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., Jas I, 595). Glebe house 1719, 1720 
(RD 26/213/15244, 27/371/17442). New rectory, planned 1747 (McDonnell). Built 
in 1751 (Craig, 40). Glebe house 1810 (Carlisle), 1837 (Lewis, ii, 644). Rectory 
1836-2003 (OS). Private residence 2004. 
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Talbot Castle, Abbey Lane, E. end, probably former part of domestic buildings of St 
Mary's Abbey (see 11 Religion) (Casey and Rowan, 516-17). Talbot Castle 1708; 
possibly residential late 17th-early 18th cent. (RD 19/420/479; 20/431/11148). 
Converted to diocesan school in 1718 (see 21 Education). Reverted to private 
residence in 1824 (Endowed schools rept, 1857-8, 39, 301). Attic storey added in 
c. 1909 (Casey and Rowan, 516). Talbot Castle 2003 (OS). Private residence 2004. 

Betty Roe's castle, High St, site unknown. 1772 (RD 308/147/204103). 
Nangle Castle, Abbey Lane N. 1831 (Hamilton), 1836, 1909, in ruins 1975, 2003 (OS). 
Crowpark House, Sarsfield Ave W. Unnamed 1836 (OS). Crowpark House 1837 (Mun. 

boundary repts, 150-52), 1856 (Slater), 1909, 1975; unnamed 2003 (OS). 
Crowpark House 2004 (local information). 

Parochial house, Patrick St N. Built in 1840; porch, wing added in 1889 (Curran, iii, 890). 
Parochial house 1909 (OS), 2004. 

White Hall, near Athboy Gate (see 12 Defence), site unknown. White Hall 1840 (TCM 1, 
2.11.1840). 

Rows and terraces 
Boyne Cottages, Bridge St E. Boyne Place 1855; Boyne Cottages, 6 cottages 1881 (Val. 

3), 1909-2003 (OS). 
Harcourt Terrace, Emmet St W. (00106780). Harcourt Terrace 1855 (Val. 3), 1861 

(Henderson), 1894 (Slater). 

• . - à M 
t. ' , : 3"/-<fy ' Ï k 

V P1 1 íffl - 1 ; h-i \ H % 
• í?vv-/ i" •fJ'v-" J, i r fl -, f ¡Á *' r;f.j -

* ^ j\m±* 'L. L m • 

" lí • m k' r\ •'; 1 A^&^Ñ O [HT I 

Nangle Castle (left) and Yellow Steeple from the west, 1831 (Hamilton) 

APPENDIX A 
Petition of Robert Draper, parson of Trim, for Trim to be chosen as the site for the new 
university, 15 May 1584 (TNA: PRO SP 63/110/34). 
Capital letters and punctuation modernised. 

To the righte honorable the Lorde Burghley lorde highe treasorer of Englande. 
Most humblie besecheth your honour Robert Draper, parson of Trim in Irelande, that your 

lordshipp wolde vouchsafe to take vewe of the convenyences and comodyties being in and 
about the said town of Trym, for the foundation and erection of an unyversitie, and that yf your 
l[ordship] shall like of them, it wold please the same (bothe in consideration of the fytnes of the 
place, and also in respecte that your said suppliant hathe ben a longe suter to his greate charge, 
thoughe not for an unyversitie, yet for a grammar schoole to be erected in the said place) to 
graunte your honours letters to the lord deputie and councell of Ireland, that when that matter 
come in consultation, there they will have (the rather at your honours request) regard and 
respect to that pore towne, being a place both for the fytnes of it for that purpose, and for the 
extreeme poverty that it is brought to, especially to be regarded and relieved. 

Firste, it is scituate in a most fresh and wholesome ayre, xxti myles from Dublin, and xv 
from Droghedaghe, an haven towne. 

The towne itselfe is full of very faire castles and stone houses, buylded after Englishe 
fashyon, and devyded into five faire streetes, and hath in it the fairest and most stately castle 
that her Magestie hath in all Irelaund, almost decayed. 

It hath also one greate and large abbey, nothinge thereof defaced; but the church, and 
therein greate store of goodly roomes, in meetely good repaire, the howse is put to no use, and 
will (I think) be easily boughte of the owner Edward Cusacke, of Lesmollen. The said Edward 
hath also a fryery in the said towne, a very fit place for a colledge, which also maye be easily 
gotten of him. 

Further your suppliant hathe a friery havinge stanche and good walls, for an hall, for iiij 
or five lodginges, a celler, a kitchen, a place for lectures, with a pleasant backside, conteyning 
three acres at leaste, all which your suppliant will freelye give to the furtherance of this good 
worke. 

Throughe the myddest of the towne runneth the most pure and clere ryver of the Boyne, 
up this ryver might all provision come from Droghedaghe to Trym, by boate, yf the statute to 
that purpose made in Sir Henry Sydnies' tyme were executed. 

Harde by the towne is an excellent good quarrey, if they should neede any stone. Lyme 
stone enough hard at the gate, slates within vi myles, and timber enoughe within three myles. 

The country round aboute verie fruitfull of corne and catttell, yieldinge besides plentifull 
store of firewood and turfe, a verie good and sweet fewell and yf the statute aforesaid for the 
settinge open of weares and fishing places in the Boyne were executed, the fewell in greate 
quantitie for small pryce, might be broughte downe by boate. 

Lastly, (which is a matter of greate ymportaunce) the towne is in the myddest of the 
Englishe pale, and is well and strongely walled about, a thinge that will be a means to drawe 
lerned men thither; and be greate saftey to the whole company of students there, for your 
honour knoweth that wheresoevr the university be founded, the towne muste of necessitie have 
a good wall, elles will no lerned men goe from hence or any other place thither, neither they of 
the country send their sonnes to any place that is not defensible and safe from the invasion of 
the Irishe. The buyldinge of a wall will coste as muche as the colledges, which charge (yf your 
honour and they by your procurement shall like of this place) will be saved. 

APPENDIX B 
Extracts from the Trim town commissioners, minute book (TCM 1), 1852-3, regarding the 
siting of the Town Hall, giving an insight into the process of the making of the urban landscape 
in the nineteenth century. Spelling, capital letters and punctuation modernised. Author's text is 
in italics. 

The issue of choosing a site for the building of a Town Hall/market house was first raised at a 
meeting of the town commissioners, 13 September 1852. 

Moved by Mr Newman and seconded by Mr Caldwell. 

Resolved: that a committee to consist of the following commissioners, the chairman, Very Revd 
Dean Butler, Very Revd John O'Connell, Mr Newman and Mr Caldwell be appointed to select 
a proper site for a market house in this town, and to report at next meeting the result of their 
labours. 

The matter was raised again at a meeting of the town commissioners, 15 November 1852. 

Moved by Mr Newman and seconded by Mr Hipwell. 
Resolved: that it be referred to Mr Seanarcke to report upon which of the three sites, viz. At the 
New Road, Tea Lane, and old gaol, now offered to the commissioners is most desirable for the 
erection of a market house, a place of meeting for the commissioners, & c , previous to his 
giving plans. 
Following the preparation of a report by Samuel Seanarcke the issue was further discussed at 
a meeting of the town commissioners, 14 December 1852. 

After much discussion on the subject of the intended Market House in Trim, it was moved by 
Mr Newman and seconded by Mr Caldwell. 

Resolved: that the thanks of the commissioners are justly due and hereby given to Mr Seanarcke 
for his kindness in furnishing the report now read to the meeting upon the above subject and 
that he be requested to furnish the commissioners with respective estimates for the required 
work, on each of the three sites now offered for the above purpose, viz. At the New Road, Tea 
Lane, (Lord Darnley and Mr Chambers' properties) and old gaol, also, upon Mr Patrick 
Kennedy's property in Market Street. 

Ordered: that the parties owning the above sites be applied to for their respective terms of 
letting or selling same, specifying quantity of ground, and all other particulars. And, also, that 
Mr Kennedy be applied to, to know from him whether he may be disposed to sell to the 
commissioners his property in Market Street for the erection of a market house, and, if he be so 
disposed, to ascertain from him his terms for same. 

Ordered: that Mr Seanarcke's report, now read to the meeting, be inserted on the minutes. 

Copy of Mr Seanarcke's report alluded to: 

8 December 1852 

Sir, 
In compliance with the request of the town commissioners, forwarded through you, I have 

carefully considered the relative advantages and disadvantages of the three sites for a market, 
&c. mentioned in their resolution. Guided in my selection by what would appear to me most to 
conduce to the public advantage, I should recommend to the commissioners the adoption of the 
old gaol for the proposed building; and I arrive at that conclusion for the following reasons, viz. 
That while the locality is equally central and convenient as Tea Lane and the New Road, it will 
afford greater facilities of ingress and egress, that, while sufficiently proximate to the leading 
thoroughfare through the town for the convenience of all parties having business therein, it is 
still sufficiently distant there from to offer no inconvenience to the traffic by overcrowding this 
thoroughfare on market days, and, lastly, looking forward to, I trust at no very distant period, 
the removal of the present dilapidated bridge over the Boyne, a barrier below by its confined 
water way, equally so above by its limited breadth and narrow approaches, in cooperation with 
the authorities who may undertake to rebuild this structure the town commissioners would by 
the purchase and removal of the, comparatively speaking, valueless row of houses between 
Bridge Street and the old gaol, be afforded an opportunity of erecting a market, which for 
centrality and general public convenience might compete anything of the same nature in the 
kingdom. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

S.S. Seanarcke, Co. Surveyor 

Following consideration of Mr Seanarcke's report and enquiries regarding terms and 
conditions of lease or sale, the choice of site for the Town Hall/market house was put to a vote. 

11 January 1853 

At a special meeting of the commissioners, held, this day, in the courthouse of Trim, pursuant 
to notice, the following commissioners were present, viz. Harcourt Lightburne, Chairman, 
Neville P. Newman, David M. Thompson, George D. Hipwell, Patrick Kennedy, Matthew 
Caldwell, Hugh Duigenan, James Keely, Job Darling, James Darling, James Plunkett, Patrick 
Collins, Thomas Wallace. 

Moved by Mr Caldwell and seconded by Mr Kennedy. 

Resolved: that the premises on the New Road, now in the possession of John Hughes in Trim, 
on the estate of Mr Leslie, is the most eligible of all the sites now offered for the erection of a 
market house in Trim. 

Moved by Mr Collins and seconded by Mr Hipwell. 

Resolved: that the premises in Tea Lane, on Lord Darnley's estate, now in possession of Mrs 
Devey, and her under-tenants, together with the adjoining part of the property of Mr Chambers, 
is the most eligible for the above purpose, and for the erection of gas works. 

Moved by Mr Newman and seconded by Dr Wallace. 

Resolved: that the old gaol is the most eligible site for the erection of a market house in Trim. 
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Upon a division, the votes were as follows, viz. 
For the New Road 
Mr Kennedy 
Mr Caldwell 
Mr Keely 
Mr Darling 
Mr Thompson 

For Tea Lane 
Mr Duigenan 
Mr Plunkett 
Mr Collins 
Mr Hipwell 

For the old gaol 
Mr Newman 
Dr Wallace 

The motion for the old gaol being lost and another division taking place, the votes were as fol
lows, viz. 
For the New Road 
Mr Kennedy 
Mr Newman 
Mr Thompson 
Mr Caldwell 
Mr Darling 
Mr Kelly 

For Tea Lane 
Mr Duigenan 
Mr Collins 
Mr Plunkett 
Dr Wallace 
Mr Hipwell 

There was a majority of one vote for the adoption of the site on the New Road; which resolu
tion was passed accordingly. 

Trim Castle and town from the east, c. 1842 (Hall, ii, facing p. 374) 
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NOTE ON MAP 2 
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