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St Patrick's College and Maynooth Castle, c.1800 (College view) 

MAYNOOTH 
Maynooth, once the seat of the great earls of Kildare, later an estate village 

of the dukes of Leinster, and now a burgeoning college and commuter town, 
lies some 24 km west of Dublin and is situated within the catchment of the 
River Liffey. The west-east flowing Rye Water, the principal tributary of the 
Liffey and for several centuries a major boundary between the Early Christian 
kingdoms of Leinster and Brega (Meath), is 2 km to the north. The Liffey itself 
is 6 km to the south-east at its nearest point (Map 1). The surrounding area is 
developed on Carboniferous limestone, usually overlain by several metres of 
glacial drift, and is part of a much more extensive region of gently undulating, 
fertile lowland which stretches north across Meath to the Boyne valley and 
beyond, and which reaches south-east to the foothills of the Wicklow 
Mountains and south into the Barrow valley. Westwards, this region becomes 
more broken by the extensive tracts of lowland bog that reach across the central 
midlands to the Shannon and beyond. Particularly in late medieval times the 
area to the west was a marcher zone on the edge of the Dublin-centred Pale, 
which was always under Anglo-Norman and later English control and for 
which Maynooth Castle was a principal fortress. 

In the immediate vicinity of the town relief variation is minimal, ranging 
across only some 6 m within a 1 km radius. The low point is on the bank of the 
Lyreen, a 6 km long tributary of the Rye Water. The oldest surviving part of the 
town, the castle area, is at the junction of the Lyreen and a yet smaller tributary 
which has no modern name and is referred to below simply as 'the Lyreen 
tributary'.1 These streams are not deeply incised and neither now appears to 
represent a significant impediment. But their confluence provides an 
opportunity for the natural moating of at least two sides of a defensible site, and 
this may have been a significant consideration in the initial development of this 
particular location. Precisely when that development occurred is unclear. An 
Anglo-Norman castle was built on the site in the late twelfth century, but had 
the site been occupied before that? The general area around Maynooth was 
known as Mag Nuadat in Early Christian times, mag meaning an open plain and 
Nuadat being an early legendary figure in the folk tradition of the Leinstermen.2 

Nearby sites associated with the Early Christian period include the monastic 
centres of Laraghbryan 1 km to the west, Taghadoe 2 km to the south and 
Donaghmore 2 km to the east. In the second half of the ninth century the area 
may have come under the aegis of the Scandinavian kingdom of Dublin,3 and 
eventually it was included in the diocese of Dublin. None of this activity is 
directly associated with the site of Maynooth town, but it does offer evidence 
that the area was territorially organised, occupied and at least partly cleared 
well before the arrival of the Anglo-Normans, although a 'wood of Maynooth' 
still existed in the seventeenth century.4 Taking the frontier significance of the 
nearby Rye Water in conjunction with this general settlement context, it seems 
worth speculating on the possibility of a defended site predating the Anglo-
Norman castle. 

Documentary references to Maynooth become more frequent from the late 
twelfth century and the arrival of the Anglo-Normans. In 1176 Richard de 
Clare, the former earl of Pembroke (Strongbow), is said to have granted the 
district around Maynooth to Maurice fitz Gerald, who then erected a castle. A 
new grant of 'Magnoded' and other lordships was made by the Lord John in the 
1180s and it was presumably from about this period that the district became 
integrated as the manor of Maynooth within the Anglo-Norman landholding 
system. Whether founded as part of the formal manorial structures or emerging 
by a more informal process, some sort of settlement developed near the castle. 
A chapel, which to judge from a seventeenth-century plan was probably part of 
the castle complex, was in existence in 1248, when the nearby parish centre of 
Laraghbryan was made a prebend of St Patrick's Cathedral in Dublin. A patent 
for a weekly market on Fridays and a three-day annual fair each September was 
issued by Edward I in 1286. The scale of development was probably quite 
small, however, for medieval Maynooth appears never to have acquired any of 
those trappings that cumulatively help to distinguish towns from villages: no 
charter and no burgesses are recorded, and no religious institutions such as 
monasteries or friaries were located there. 

The impression that comes through, albeit indistinctly, from late medieval 
rentals and other surveys — notably those of 1328, 1451 and 1541 — is that, 
although its castle was strong and significant as the chief fortress of the earls of 
Kildare (as the FitzGerald owners became in 1316), Maynooth was otherwise 
comparable in scale, landholding structure and economic activity to many other 
small manorial villages in the late medieval Dublin hinterland. The 1328 
assignment of dowry describes a castle complex that included a stone castle, a 
hall with kitchen partly built from stone, a thatch-covered hall with a shingle-
covered room, a bake-house, a barn (grange), cow-byre, stable, gardens and 
'that space between the castle gate and the wall beside the water reaching 
towards the north with free entry and exit towards the highway (stratam) of 
Maynooth'.5 There is also mention of two mills. Contemporary lists give the 
names of over 50 tenentes ville de Mainoth, including 8 holdings of free 
tenants, 20 'farmers' (firmarii), 9 cottagers (cotagahi), and 16 holdings of 
betaghs (betagii).6 In contrast to the first three groups, the betaghs all have 
clearly Irish surnames. Among the farmers and cottagers, one was a merchant 
and nine others appear to have been craftsmen: two tailors, two cobblers, a 
baker, a farrier, a smith, a mason and a crossbowman. The low rents paid by 
most of these men, and a few others without a named trade, presumably 
indicate that they held little land and were primarily village-based. There is, 
however, no direct information on precisely where any of the tenants lived. 

Over 50 landholdings are also listed and related to the villa of Maynooth in 
both the rental of 1451 and the extent of 1541. In 1451 the categories of free 
tenant and betagh are no longer used, but thirteen landholdings are listed as 
belonging to farmers, the majority of them with names of Anglo-Norman or 
English origin.7 There were fifty-four messuages and cot-lands (mesuagia et 
cotagia), and the lands of the lord of the manor, comprising some 320'/2 acres, 
were divided into sixty-seven mostly small units held by fifty-nine named 
persons, about three-quarters of whom appear to have names of Irish origin. In 
1541 much less detail is given on the subdivision of the lord's land, but on other 
land the existence of seven large tenancies as well as 52'/2 cot-lands is noted.8 

A further nine cot-lands were waste and unoccupied as a result of the siege of 
the castle during the rebellion of Silken Thomas in 1535. The personal names 
of well over half of the cot-land occupiers are of Irish origin. On other 
townlands of the manor, the vast majority of the named occupiers are now Irish. 
From this — admittedly patchy — evidence it may be suggested that, although 
in total numbers the landholding units around Maynooth remained relatively 
constant between the fourteenth and the sixteenth centuries, the composition of 
the inhabitants (or landholders) may have altered from predominantly Anglo-
Norman or English to predominantly Irish. 

During the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries the power of the earls 
of Kildare was at its height and countrywide, with the eighth earl (Garret Mor) 
and his son (Garret Og) both serving long periods between 1477 and 1534 as 
the king's lord deputy in Ireland. The castle at Maynooth acted as the centre-
point of Kildare influence and innovation. Already enlarged in 1426, it became 
'one of the richest earl's houses under the crown of England', boasting among 
its possessions a famous library. When the king granted a licence for the 
establishment of the College of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Maynooth in 1515, 
the earl built the college 'in a most beautiful form'. He placed there a provost, 
vice-provost, 5 priests, 2 clerks and 3 choristers to pray for his soul, and that of 
his wife.9 For a brief period the prospect existed that castle and college together 
might become a base for renaissance culture in Ireland. But this faded abruptly 
in the 1530s with the decline in Kildare influence after the rebellion of Silken 
Thomas and with the suppression of the religious houses, including the college. 

The siege of the castle in 1535 was marked by the extensive use of 
gunpowder and by at least some damage to both the castle and the village. 
Thereafter the earl's estates were forfeited to the crown and not restored until 
1552. In the meantime the castle was repaired and appears to have been used 
by both the lord deputy and his council. (The Council House, which was 
removed in the late eighteenth century and which was on a site now part of St 
Patrick's College, may have taken its name from this — or possibly the earlier 
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Geraldine — period.) Contemporary extents refer to the cotagia mentioned 
above and to two watermills under one roof. Another account indicates the 
presence of an apparently extensive enclosed park north of the castle. 
Otherwise, however, sixteenth-century records offer little specific topo
graphical detail about the village itself. 

Such detail really begins to accumulate only during and after the major 
1630s enlargement of the castle complex by Richard Boyle, earl of Cork. One 
of the great entrepreneurs and possibly the most powerful man in early 
seventeenth-century Ireland, Boyle had been guardian to George, earl of 
Kildare, and in 1630 became his father-in-law. To Maynooth he could bring 
experience already gained in rebuilding and refurbishing his castle at Lismore, 
Co. Waterford. According to a plaque which Boyle later placed above the 
principal entrance gate, with the painted coat-of-arrhs of the Kildares above, 
Maynooth Castle was 'totally ruined and ready to fa l l ' . 1 0 In April 1632 he 
resolved with the stone cutter Edward Tingham of Chapelizod to 'pull down all 
the rotten, decayed, disproportioned unuseful old buildings [at Maynooth] ... 
and agreed ... to rebuild three ranges of the square court in a fair and uniform 
manner, according to a model and articles now in making, and to re-edify the 
decayed church ... ' ." As his own records show, he spent over £1,800 in fitting 
out the castle and a further £120 in repairing the church, which is then said to 
have been used for keeping cattle, making malt and 'other base uses'12 and for 
which Boyle arranged to 'set fair lights and glass therein, to cover with slats, 
plaster, and whitewash the whole church, to set up a fair pulpit, and to make fair 
wainscot pews for the earl, countess, gentlewomen and many servants'.13 

Fig. 1 Maynooth Castle and its surroundings, c. 1634 (Castle plan). Council House added 
(Rocque, Scale). 

A contemporary plan, the first known map record of part of Maynooth, 
depicts the redeveloped castle complex (Fig. 1). Its core is an inner courtyard 
consisting of the older medieval keep along the south-western side and new 
buildings on the remaining three sides. This lay within a much larger enclosed 
area, flanked by streams to the north-west and north-east and including to the 
south-east 'the green before the gate'. About 2 acres (0.8 hect.) were enclosed 
in all, with the green reaching to the church, whose belfry may be a fifteenth-
century tower of the castle, and at one point to the south-east extending across 
the Lyreen tributary. The area thus included the open space and public road now 
in front of the college gates and outside the castle railings. Other features shown 
on the plan are mainly within the castle area: a slaughter house and slaughter 
yard, a 'stak yard' and, connected to the north-east corner of the main court, the 
'round tower' which overlooked the stream junction and was possibly a 
survival of some formerly more extensive fortification. Three bulwarks are 
shown on the outer wall, one of them being described as new, the others as 
intended. The only building shown outside the castle area is the water mill, 
north-east of the stream junction. 

Although strong defences were clearly still important, the spirit of the late 
renaissance is the dominant element in the earl of Cork's rebuilding. The inner 
court in particular, with, presumably, its inward-facing balconies and cloisters, 
has many parallels in contemporary castle complexes elsewhere in Europe. A 
century after the first flourish of the renaissance at Maynooth, a new phase of 
magnificence centering on the castle prevailed. But this phase also ended 
abruptly, again after little more than a decade. In the conflicts of the 1640s the 
great library was destroyed in 1642 and the castle itself was dismantled and left 
ruinous in 1647. It was never reoccupied, but an indication of its former 
significance is given by the Civil Survey of 1654-5 wherein the manor house 

at Maynooth is reckoned to have been worth £3,000 in 1640, the highest 
valuation assigned to any building in the areas for which records survive. Even 
with only the walls left standing, it was valued at £500. 

Beyond the castle the Civil Survey records the presence of two corn mills, one 
of which was in repair and worth £30 per annum. Also mentioned are two small 
malt houses worth 20s., a chapel-of-ease (presumably the church but so 
described to distinguish it from the parish centre at Laraghbryan) and 'two small 
bridges over two little brooks'. But these brief references give no indication of 
other changes, referred to in contemporary property deeds, that affected the 
village outside the castle during the middle decades of the seventeenth century. 
Five property leases survive from the mid-1630s, including two with 
commitments for the building of houses, one of them for a 'fair slated house',14 

the other referring to the east end of the town of Maynooth, i.e. away from the 
castle. From the 1650s if not earlier, leases, usually with strong regulatory 
clauses aimed at maintenance or improvement, were issued and renewed on a 
regular basis, initially for twenty-one years and later for thirty-one years or three 
lives. The nineteen leases known to have been issued between 1653 and 1657 
hint at the importation of a new tenant population and include three with clauses 
for the building of a 'handsome house of the English fashion, whited and 
glazed'.15 In 1654 William Manwaringe agreed to spend £20 in building such a 
house, it being also agreed that he should have sufficient timber for building; a 
year later Thomas Symons, a tanner, gave £40 as guarantee that he would build 
his English-style house within three years. The lease given to Patrick Dunn, a 
gardener, in 1657 is in the same spirit.1 6 Granting him for twenty-one years his 
house 'which he lately built' and 'a little spot of ground called the old haggard', 
it is stipulated that the latter should be planted with 'all the best sorts of both 
apple, cherry, pear, plum, peach and apricot trees ... and that he shall from time 
to time remove the one half of the nursery trees and plant them into whatsoever 
place the said Went worth earl of Kildare shall think f i t . . . ' . ' 7 

In mid-century, when at least some of the surrounding area was still poorly 
enclosed and probably commons, it was necessary to hire a herd to keep all the 
cattle of the town together, but most of the contemporary property leases 
indicate a commitment to improvement by enclosure and the planting of ash 
trees. Timber was evidently still fairly plentiful, with tenants being obliged to 
supply two cartloads of wood each year to the earl's house in Dublin and being 
given right of access to the woods to meet their needs for hedging, building, 
fires, ploughs and carts. Only in the late 1650s was a clause added to the leases 
limiting rights to the woods 'as long as it [timber] shall be found there'. 

A generation later, in the late 1670s, as parts of the surrounding countryside 
were being divided and enclosed, the role of Maynooth village was reinforced 
by the issue of a patent in 1678 confirming a weekly market and two annual 
fairs. The rent roll of 1684 includes references to the mill, a tanhouse, a new 
shop, a slaughter house and a 'cabin employed for a schoolhouse', as well as 
recording the existence of some two dozen houses and at least six cabins. It is 
possible to picture late seventeenth-century Maynooth as a changing village in 
a changing countryside, its vitality by then also succoured by the growing 
traffic on one of the main routes west from Dublin. When the traveller John 
Dunton visited Maynooth in the 1690s, he was moderately approving, referring 
to a 'tolerable village with one or two good inns where meat is well dressed, 
and good liquors be had'. 1 8 Although the settlement was perhaps not very large 
in either population or range of activities, it was certainly sufficient to represent 
a strong nucleus of continuing activity. Even under the tall, stark outline of the 
eclipsed castle, signs of regeneration were to be found in the houses and cabins 
that had developed among the ruins.1 9 

By the late 1690s large tracts in and around the village, including the park, 
the castle area and the mill, together with the customs and tolls of the fairs and 
markets, had been leased to James McManus, a merchant who made the 
Council House his home and who, as well as keeping a malt house, had the 
adjacent landholding unit of the Tyradd as his personal farm. 2 0 With such 
extensive property interests he must have exercised a significant, but apparently 
little-recorded, influence on the fortunes of early eighteenth-century Maynooth. 
Developments that may be associated with this period include a rectory and an 
enclosed orchard off Parson Street. By the 1730s official recognition of the 
significance of long-distance communications had resulted in the designation of 
Maynooth as a post-town and of the main road as part of the Dublin-Kinnegad-
Mullingar turnpike road. But a more general sense of the appearance of the 
village comes only at mid-century from the detailed maps drawn by John Noble 
and James Keenan in 1750 and by the famous Anglo-French cartographer John 
Rocque in 1757 (Map 4; fig. 2). Together these maps show, and usually 
describe, the location and general use of almost every building and plot. We can 
now assess the size of the mid-eighteenth-century village, identify buildings 
such as dwellings, stables and coach-houses, and locate the small number of 
public buildings. Rocque's map shows about eighty cabins and forty better-
class dwelling houses, a total of some 120 dwellings, which on the basis of 5-
6 persons per dwelling may suggest a population of between 600 and 700. Only 
a few buildings had any industrial, public or commercial function. The mill, 
occupying the same general site as it did in the 1630s and still does today, was 
on the north bank of the Lyreen near the old bridge. Two still houses, and, 
perhaps, the 'complete new built distillery' advertised in 1754, now occupied 
part of the old castle area. At the east end of the village was a bleach yard. If 
other small industries existed, for example a forge or craftsmen's shops, they 
are not indicated on the maps. As for public buildings, the only ones shown are 
the Kildare Arms Inn on the north side of the main street, the Charter School at 
the east end which had opened in 1750, and two churches, the protestant church 
on a medieval site south of the castle and the Roman Catholic chapel occupying 
— as in many other Irish villages of the period — a less prominent position, in 
this instance behind the main street on its north side. 
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Except for the mill, the pound, the bleach yard and a few cabins, almost the 
entire village was situated south of the River Lyreen, with much of the building 
being to the east of its tributary stream. Routes branched from what 
contemporary leases referred to as 'the great street of Maynooth', a rather 
poorly-defined axis that also served as part of the turnpike road west from 
Dublin. On the north side the short Butcher's Street led to the old bridge; 
further east the Dunboyne road skirted the newly-founded Charter School; on 
the south side the Naas road diverged. The two main open spaces were on either 
side of the bridge bringing the main street across the tributary stream. On the 
west side the market place occupied part of what had been the green within the 
castle yard in the 1630s. From here the turnpike road to Kilcock proceeded 
through the castle yard and across the Lyreen. A second route from the market 
place led south-west along Parson Street past two orchards, glebe land and the 
rectory to nearby fields. The area west of the castle, wedged between the 
Lyreen and Parson Street, comprised the Council House, a large, partly-walled 
garden laid out with diagonal and other geometrically balancing paths, and a 
tree-lined avenue that extended over half a kilometre south-west to the 
boundary of Newtown townland. Still leased to the McManus family, its 
planned appearance contrasted markedly with the area immediately to the east. 

An overall impression of the village core is of a quite haphazard layout — a 
somewhat confused mixture of buildings, gardens, lanes, streets and open 
spaces, with route-ways widening and narrowing again over short distances. 
Except for a small area at the east end (discussed below), most buildings 
displayed no regular orientation relative to one another; away from the east end 
the few walled gardens had clearly developed as individual units. Although the 
village was not particularly extensive, the mid-eighteenth-century maps suggest 
a settlement that had grown over a long period in the absence of any organised 
framework. The castle, the location of the streams, the route of the main west 
road, and (presumably) the landholding structure, must have been significant 
influences in how Maynooth developed, but within these broad determinants 
individual buildings seem to have been added without any overall plan. 

Although the irregular village layout is very much their dominant feature, the 
maps of 1750 and 1757 also display the first stages in what became a far-
reaching transformation of much of Maynooth over the next seventy years. 
Crucial to this redevelopment was the return to the Maynooth area of an 
improvement-minded resident landlord. In the late 1730s the nineteenth earl of 
Kildare decided to develop the house at nearby Carton as his principal country 
residence. The rebuilding of the house, the remodelling and enlargement of the 
surrounding park, and the building of an imposing town house in Dublin (now 
Leinster House) demanded formidable amounts of time, energy and capital, but 
by the late 1740s these schemes were either completed or well under way.21 It 
is easy to picture how, stimulated by their success and no doubt influenced by 
the many other village development projects elsewhere in Ireland,22 the young 
James, who had succeeded to the earldom in 1744, may then have sought to 
turn Maynooth into a village of a standard and appearance more in keeping with 
contemporary fashion and with what might be expected of the place closest to 
the seat of the premier peer of the realm. 

Redevelopment started in the east and worked west. The map of 1750 shows 
the grounds of the newly-established Charter School enclosed by the straight 
walls of an irregular quadrilateral, being bounded on two sides by a road to 
Dunboyne, on a third by the straight, tree-lined avenue which extended for a 
kilometre from gates at the east end of the main street to the new road 
circumscribing the newly-enlarged Carton demesne. The Avenue had been 

superimposed on the existing field pattern, truncating field boundaries and 
dividing fields.23 While it does not appear to be related to any particular feature 
at its distal end from the village, not even to demesne entrance gates, its axis is 
in line with that of the new 80-foot wide, straight, main street that began to 
appear during the 1750s. 

The map of 1750 by Noble and Keenan shows an empty area immediately 
west of The Avenue and the Charter School grounds and it was here that 
building along the new main street began in the mid-1750s. Leases for at least 
four rectangular plots, all 170 feet long and producing street frontages for 
houses 30 to 36 feet wide (the same widths as were then being offered for plots 
on the Kildare estate in Leinster Street, Dublin), were issued in 1754. These 
were leases for unbuilt plots, and were for three lives with annual rents 
calculated on the extent of street frontage at 6d. per foot. By 1757 a row, which 
still stands, of seven two-storey, slate-roofed dwelling houses with walled 
gardens and stables at the rear had been erected on the north side of the street. 
About then, too, a possible master plan was set out for a more general rede
velopment of the eastern part of the village (Map 5). The circumstances in 
which this plan was made are not known, but it is clearly an important indica
tion of early aspirations for a progressive, comprehensive redevelopment. Its 
layout style, in association with the other initiatives of the charter school, a 
patent for an additional weekly market, the allocation of grazing land for new 
residents ('town parks') and the development at an unknown date before 1781 
of a small factory, placed Maynooth very much in the spirit of the times and 
comparable to other contemporary village developments. Superimposed on an 
outline of the existing streets and buildings, this plan projects the new row 
already built as part of a rectilinear layout east of the north-flowing tributary of 
the Lyreen. The main street is shown as extending from The Avenue west to a 
large open area with sides of approximately 235 by 275 feet. The street axis is 
in line with a building, presumably a new market house, at the west end of this 
'square'. Beyond this building no new layout is marked, which may indicate 
that this area, mainly west of the tributary stream round the castle and old 
market place, was recognised as presenting particular difficulties or was 
considered unlikely to be needed for the foreseeable future. 

Although the availability of building lots was repeatedly advertised into the 
1770s,24 and further plot leases were issued during the late 1750s and early 
1760s, much of the early development momentum came to depend on two 
individuals, the earl of Kildare and Peter Bere. The earl retained direct control 
of the building of twenty-eight slate-roofed cabins, each on a 6-perch site and 
with street frontages of 2Vn to 22 feet, which were laid out in two blocks 
behind the new row on the north side of the main street. Along with certain key 
sites — the churches, schools and mill — these 'labourers' cabins' remained 
under direct control throughout the next century. In contrast most other sites 
were leased, usually on a renewable basis, so that there was less direct control 
over their development. Many of the early renewable three-life leases were 
issued to Bere, who was associated with the earl, first as his Carton estate 
manager and later at Leinster House,25 from 1750 into the 1780s. Having 
already taken the easternmost, and hence probably the first, of the north-side 
main street lots and a site on the Dublin road in 1757 (which, reflecting its more 
peripheral location, was charged at 3d. a foot of street frontage), he took leases 
on eleven lots on the south side of the main street between 1759 and 1768 as 
well as various other development sites at the east end of the village. When his 
leases were reissued for 999-year terms in 1784, Bere held sixteen developed 
sites on the main street, sixteen cabins or houses on Dublin Road, and eight 

Fig. 2 House types in Rocque's survey, 1757 (Rocque). 
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slate cabins on the west side of Bere Street (now Double Lane).26 He had been 
responsible for over two-thirds of the new buildings erected by persons other 
than the earl and for over half of the frontage then built along the new main 
street. As such he must occupy a significant place in any description of the early 
stages of Maynooth's redevelopment. 

Two maps of 1773 and 1781 show just how much of the redevelopment 
depended on Bere and the earl (from 1767 the duke of Leinster). The 1773 map 
by Bernard Scale (Map 6), drawn in the year of the first duke's death, shows the 
twenty-eight labourers' cottages as already built. On the main street a total of 
twenty-one plots had been developed: a first row of eight houses plus a further 
single plot on the north side, and Bere's south-side rows of eight and four 
houses. Other improvements include some reshaping of the areas around the 
castle gates (which show some variation in plan compared to the maps of 1750 
and 1757) and the nearby protestant church, rebuilt in 1770. There is also a new 
'Roman chapel' occupying a different, but still peripheral, site near the Lyreen. 
However, in terms of planning strategy, the most significant development is the 
situation of the new market house. It is shown, with a pump in front, as the 
westernmost improvement on the south side of the main street. Such a location 
is clearly at variance with that in the late 1750s 'master plan' and may indicate 
that, perhaps in recognition of a relatively slow rate of progress, a less 
ambitious development programme was now being pursued. 

The 1781 map (Map 7) provides further indications of the modified plan. It 
shows around eighty houses in the improved part of the village. Building since 
1773 had included Bere's work on Bere Street and along Dublin Street, and the 
development of eight plots along the main street, now named Leinster Street. 
The market house is shown as part of the square that remains a feature of 
present-day Maynooth. That this square was intended to be the focal point is 
evident from the buildings flanking it along the main street: the factory 
occupying a 70-foot frontage to the east, and the new inn (opened in 1777) and 
ballroom, each distinguished by entrance porches projecting beyond the street 
line, on an extensive site to the west. Opposite the square on the north side of 
the street, The Green, partly on the site once occupied by the Kildare Arms Inn, 
remained open space even though three houses had been erected on plots to the 
west. 

It had taken a quarter of a century to develop street frontages which, 
including the square and green areas, extended between 700 and 800 feet along 
each side of the main street. A further 350 to 375 feet of building ground lay 
available on each side before reaching the apparent redevelopment limit of the 
1750s master plan, the small tributary to the Lyreen. The very significant 
changes already made had attracted the notice of outside observers,27 but by 
any standards of assessment progress had been slow. One important reason for 
this is suggested by a 1780s reference to the area immediately east of the 
tributary stream as containing a house, eleven cabins and two distilleries, all in 
bad repair, in 'part of the old town ... not yet out of lease'.28 Although the 
occupant of Carton was the landlord of almost the entire village,2 9 his power to 
make changes was greatly limited by not having vacant possession. With a 
landholding structure that had seen mid-century Maynooth divided among eight 
major tenants and several tenants with scattered holdings, and with many of the 
leases for 'lives' of unpredictable length, development could usually proceed 
only when leases were bought or exchanged,30 or when they had expired. In the 
case of Maynooth no major capital investment is known, certainly nothing 
comparable to the expenditure that expedited the development of Carton.31 The 
slow progress may be at least partly related to a policy of waiting for leases to 
expire. In addition the difficulty of attracting and retaining suitable tenants, a 
problem evident elsewhere, may have been a limiting factor. In a countryside 
where, by Irish standards, population density remained remarkably low, 3 2 it 
would have taken more than a change in the day on which markets were held, 
an initiative of 1780, to produce the kind of thriving market that might have 
made it easier to attract new tenants. 

At any rate, for whatever reason, it was only in the 1790s that one of the most 
significant changes of the redevelopment programme was achieved. Until then, 
traffic from Dublin to the west had passed along the main street, across the 
small bridge over the tributary stream, and through the old castle gate before 
crossing the Lyreen and reaching the road to Kilcock. Now the creation of a 
new axis at right angles to the main street and the building of William Bridge 
allowed long-distance traffic to be diverted away from the castle and to be 
turned out of the village over the new bridge and past the mill. Judging from 
the dates of ground leases, this axis, which became Canal Place to the south and 
Bridge Street to the north, was laid out between 1788 and 1799.33 A map of 
1795 shows where the 'new road' joins the old road to the west after leaving 
the castle and may indicate that this new road at least was in place by then.34 

However, the new axis never became the focus for any large-scale building 
development and was effectively the last major initiative of the redevelopment 
programme. 

Further west the mill, the castle area and nearby streams, the former 
McManus holding centred on the Council House, the protestant church, the 
curved line of Parson Street were all features representing a major challenge to 
any redevelopment. The castle area presented a particular confusion, for at least 
one dwelling house, five cabins and a ball alley were now located among the 
ruins, while two further cabins, a lime kiln and quarry flanked it on the east. 
The issue of a long lease for part of the castle area and the leasing about 1780 
of a large property unit to John Stoyte, one of the duke's Carton retainers,35 may 
mark an acceptance that this area could never be given the type of comprehen
sive transformation that had been attempted to the east. Stoyte built Riverstown 
Lodge, a large house set in its own grounds, one boundary wall of which 
flanked the west side of Parson Street and so reinforced an existing curved 
topographical line. His son, also John, embarked on a similar development, 

which involved the demolition of the old Council House and the building of a 
large three-storey, five-bay detached house (Stoyte House) in the garden to its 
rear. This had the effect of closing and enhancing the vista at the western end 
of the main street. 

The high-Georgian predilection for rectilinearity had given way to a more 
pragmatic development policy by the 1790s. The canal and the college, two of 
the major developments of that decade, represented additional support for the 
village's economic role as a small market centre. The duke of Leinster was 
influential in ensuring that the Royal Canal, built as a rival to the Grand Canal 
and to link Dublin and the Shannon, was routed just south of Carton and 
Maynooth, and that a small harbour was constructed about 1796. Flanking 
building ground was allocated, and the canal company's holding was gated off 
from the part of Canal Place near the main street. The canal had little immediate 
impact, however, not generating even a single store near the harbour. The main 
advantage it offered was in facilitating the supply of coal, 3 6 while its greatest 
long-term impact may be that it defined the route of the Midland Great Western 
Railway, by which it was taken over in 1845. 

The choice, again following encouragement from the duke of Leinster, of 
Maynooth as the site for the new Roman Catholic college — officially the 
Royal College of St Patrick — was of very much greater long-term signifi
cance. In 1795 the duke leased the trustees of the new college part of the former 
McManus holding at the castle end of the village. The lands leased, which 
comprised 58 plantation acres and were focused on the much-advertised but 
still vacant new house of John Stoyte junior, included the old Council House 
site and the formal avenue to its rear. Taking in as it did the long-established 
land unit of the Tyradd,37 part of the area where the short-lived sixteenth-
century college stood may have been incorporated. Stoyte House, as it was now 
to be known, became the nucleus of the college, but additional buildings had to 
be erected for both teaching and student accommodation.38 Within a few years 
extensive wings had been added to Stoyte House and these had been extended 
to produce buildings on three sides of a quadrangle. Riverstown Lodge had also 
been acquired. 

In a sense the college, dedicated to the training of priests, was quite separate 
from the rest of the village, its segregation being given physical emphasis by 
the entrance gates and railings that curved across the area between the 
protestant church and the old castle area.39 But the college was also the largest 
topographical feature in the village and had a noteworthy economic impact. 
With a student population that rose to over 450 within a couple of decades, its 
significance could readily be acknowledged in a report to the poor law 
commission during the 1830s: 

the labouring classes .. . derive great advantages from the members of the Roman 
Catholic college .. . . From them tailors, shoemakers, sempstresses, and 
washerwomen obtain constant employment. To these may be added the different 
tradesmen concerned in building etc.; together with upholsterers, cooks, 
victuallers etc. 4 0 

The college thus acted as an important source of local employment, 
particularly for females, and as a valuable alternative to the only other major 
employment source, the demesne at Carton. It clearly helped to sustain local 
services, although, as a commercial directory of 1824 demonstrates, these did 
not become appreciably more varied than those of neighbouring centres such as 
Celbridge and Kilcock. 4 1 Maynooth still lacked any of the formal trappings of 
urban status, but it had doubled its population since the mid-eighteenth century 
and it could now validly be described as a small town, one of the large number 
that constituted the central-place network in Dublin's hinterland.42 Some 
developments proved to be short-lived: a cavalry station established in the 
disturbed early years of the century, an infirmary, probably for fever patients, 
and a Roman Catholic lay college opened in 1802, had all closed by 1820, with 
the property of the last-named being absorbed into St Patrick's College. 
Activities commanding the regular support of the local population were more 
long-lasting. In 1824 Maynooth had a post office, a mill, nine grocers, five 
publicans, three saddlers, two bakers, a doctor-apothecary and an innkeeper as 
well as at least one of each of the following: brewer, carpenter, chandler, mason, 
shoemaker, tailor. By the 1830s it also possessed a constabulary station, a 
dispensary and a coach office. 

The rising star of the Catholic church was also evident in other parts of the 
town beyond the college. To judge from the surviving census and protestant 
church records, Maynooth — unlike many other landlord centres, but like many 
small towns in the old Pale — never had a large protestant population. As in 
most places in Ireland, however, the Catholic church, represented in this 
instance by the chapel, had quite literally a low profile and two peripheral 
locations during the eighteenth century. By the 1830s that had changed to the 
extent that a Presentation convent had been established at the east end of the 
town, while a large new chapel was under construction at the west end. The 
convent, which occupied the site of the charter school closed in 1819, became 
the location for the girls' national schools, while the boys' schools were 
established in the old chapel. The new chapel remained peripheral, but probably 
from a lack of more central sites rather than from a policy of deliberate 
exclusion. The duke of Leinster contributed to the development of both convent 
and chapel.43 

* * * 

Maps of the early 1820s show Maynooth with its landlord-inspired street 
framework effectively complete and about to start a new era of much more 
spontaneous secondary development (Map 8; fig. 3). Compared to the 
comprehensive character of the earlier changes, the initiatives of the dukes of 
Leinster during the nineteenth century were concentrated on particular sites, 
with some of their improvements involving minor, but cumulatively significant, 
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alterations to the late eighteenth-century plan. The third duke, like his 
grandfather, gave his first attention to improving the house and demesne at 
Carton, but he also took a continuing, benign interest in the town, particularly 
those parts over which he had most direct control. In 1819 he leased a site in 
the middle of the square to build a courthouse in place of the market house and 
shambles. Some time before 1821 modifications had also been made to the inn 
holding, resulting in the inn being recentred on the old ballroom and in an 
encroachment and reshaping on the west side of the square to convert part of 
the former inn into a dwelling and to make available a site for a free school that 
was the precursor of the national schools. Support was given also to other 
schools, the dispensary, a widows' almshouse and for a renovation of the 
protestant church in 1828. 

These initiatives were followed in the early 1840s by the draining and 
rebanking of at least part of the Lyreen, and by the realignment and walling of 
the southern approach road to the square.44 By the middle of the decade 
proposals for major extensions to the college and the imminent arrival of the 
railway added impetus to the improvement drive. Further refurbishments were 
made to the hotel; additional, minor realignments were made in the square 
area;45 and a market shed was added to the north side of the courthouse. Behind 
the main street the duke's twenty-eight labourers' cottages were significantly 
improved, while more visibly a vacant plot was walled in and railed front 
gardens were added to the houses on the west side of Leinster Street (formerly 
Canal Place) near the main street; the gates leading to the harbour were also 
removed. This narrowing of the street, another minor modification to the earlier 
redevelopment plan, meant that Leinster Street was no longer comparable in 
width to Mill Street to the north. Further west the long lease of 1780 for part of 
the castle area was bought out in 1846 4 6 Perhaps in anticipation of the royal 
visit of 1849, the entire castle area was cleared of its houses and cabins, railed 
in and planted as a garden for the inhabitants of Maynooth. A decade later more 
changes were made in this area with the rebuilding of the mills to the north and 
a further major renovation of the protestant church to the south. In the latter 
instance the church was extended to the tower, which had stood in isolation for 
at least a century. The small school annex was removed and the parish school 
relocated on part of the old canal company ground in Leinster Street. By 1873 
part of Parson Street opposite the church had been widened, a development that 
required the partial demolition of at least one house. 

As direct landlord initiatives became more specific, and eventually more 
sporadic, the development of Maynooth became increasingly influenced by the 
activities of individual tenants. A few, relatively large, detached houses were 
erected on the edge of the built-up area, most notably the parochial house and 
a miller's house on Mill Street, and Crom-a-boo Lodge on part of the charter 
school site. On the main street eight of the original plot units were divided 
between 1820 and 1850. But the most significant changes occurred on the side 
streets and back lanes as tenants with secure leases and undeveloped frontages 
intensified the use of their plots by additional, usually single-storey, dwellings 
which, though cheap to build, were later capable of yielding rents at levels that 
official valuators considered very high (Appendix A). The map of 1821 shows 
the early stages of this trend with a row of six 'small houses' fronting Charter 
School Lane and occupying the former garden of the first house on the north 
side of the main street. Another development was at the canal end of Parson 
Street where John Hughes had built a row of five houses. Within a few years 
these developments had been supplemented by Dillon's Row, ten small single-
storey houses built by John Dillon on part of the Dunboyne road frontage of the 

former charter school, and a row of eight two-storey houses on Clement Kelly's 
plot lying between the chapel and the pound — a development that became 
known as Pound Street (Map 2). Two decades later, when the poor law and 
tenement valuations were being compiled, several of the lanes off the main 
street could be associated with particular developers and so identified as Miss 
Kelly's Lane at the side of what had been Clement Kelly's grocer's shop, 
Cushing's Lane with eight houses and Coates' Lane off the north side of the 
street, and Coffey's Lane with six houses off the south side. There had also been 
significant development along the two rear lanes that paralleled the main street: 
by 1850 over twenty houses were located on Back Lane and fifteen along 
Doctor's Lane. Other extensive ventures were along Parson Street. Eleven 
houses had been built on the frontage that belonged to the postmaster, John 
McClean, while nearly thirty houses, including a terrace of eighteen back-to-
back houses, were sited on the Hughes holding at the canal end of the street. 

The collective effect of the intensification phase between 1820 and 1850 was 
to raise the total number of houses to over 280, an expansion of one-third. 
Griffith's tenement valuation of 1850, in conjunction with the contemporary 
valuation maps, provides an overview on the fragmentation of the property 
structure at mid-century. As their immediate lessor, the duke of Leinster 
retained some control of all the key public sites — churches, schools, barracks, 
courthouse, mill, pound — and of most of the labourers' cottages at the east end 
of the town. However, these made up less than one-quarter of all properties in 
the town area, while a dozen other lessors, eight of whom occupied houses in 
the town itself, each controlled between five and thirty properties. Of the fifty-
one occupiers of property on the main street, over half had an interest in at least 
one other house, either on another part of their own plot or elsewhere in the 
town. 

The valuation map shows a clear division between Main Street and Mill 
Street, where most of the buildings were given valuations in the £5-15 range, 
and the rest of the town where, with a few exceptions (for example the rectory), 
houses were valued at less than £5 (Fig. 4). The more recent developments had 
clearly been toward the expansion of cheaply-built housing. Its condition 
contributed to the unfavourable comments of some contemporary visitors to 
Maynooth,47 while the high rents led the 1850 valuator to use repeatedly the 
term 'rack rent'.4 8 None the less, the slate-roofed, stone-walled buildings that 
characterised most of the town meant that housing in Maynooth was generally 
superior to that of neighbouring centres. At the 1841 census, for example, over 
three-quarters of the houses in Maynooth were considered first or second class 
compared to less than a quarter of the housing in nearby Kilcock. 

Allowing for the college total of around 500-600, the population remained 
at around 2,000 inhabitants over the period between 1830 and 1870. At a time 
in mid-century when many other towns in Ireland were affected by the 
aftershock of the famine, Maynooth had to face its second serious cholera 
outbreak in seventeen years,49 but otherwise" experienced relatively stable 
conditions. It was sustained not only by the improvement projects of a resident 
landlord but also, most importantly, by a series of great building schemes at the 
college (Fig. 5). Fortified by increased government assistance after 1845, a 
master plan for future development was prepared by the celebrated architect, 
A.W. Pugin.50 Three sides of a second great quadrangle, now St Mary's Square, 
were laid out by the early 1850s. An infirmary and chapel were commenced 
during the 1860s and 1870s. Later buildings included the Aula Maxima 
(1894-5) and the great spire, one of the tallest in Ireland, which was completed 
in 1902. 

Key 

Dwelling houses 

Labourers' houses 

M E T R E S 

Fig. 3 House types in Sherrard, Brassington and Greene's survey, 1821 (Sherrard et at. 2). 
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Fig. 4 Houses valued at £5 or more, 1850 (Val. 2) 

Were it not for these building projects, conditions in the town of Maynooth 
might have been considerably more difficult during the second half of the 
nineteenth century. As it was, the main landlord initiative after the early 1860s 
was the partial redevelopment, twenty years later, of the courthouse building to 
serve as a town hall with concert and meeting rooms. Another contemplated 
ducal initiative, of potentially far-reaching significance, was the amelioration of 
the 'almost primitive sanitary arrangements' through an improved system of 
drainage and sewerage, but with the untimely death of the fifth duke in 1893, 
this proposal lost impetus.51 The convent started a laundry to serve town and 
college needs during the 1880s, but there was very little new housing 
development. The arrival of the railway a generation earlier had precipitated the 
closure of canal passenger services and of the recently-opened coach office, but 
otherwise may have had limited immediate impact. It had, however, placed 
Maynooth within an hour's journey of Dublin. By the end of the century a 
growing trend toward recreation and leisure was evident in the popularity of 
Maynooth as a destination for summer excursions by train and bicycle from the 
city, a development that was seen as a bonus for the local hotel and inn. 5 2 This 
trend also found local expression in a Gaelic Athletic Association club formed 
about 188753 and received landlord recognition in the gift of a sports ground in 
1900. None of these developments had a major impact on the local economy. 
The basic range of services changed little; grocery in combination with spirit 
sales and/or drapery remained characteristic of a now tree-lined main street. 

Like that of most other towns in the hinterland of Dublin, the population of 
Maynooth contracted significantly, especially during the 1880s and 1890s, with 
the result that the 1901 total living outside the college was less than two-thirds 
that of fifty years earlier. The 1901 census highlights other aspects of the town's 
limited diversity: for example, the fact that fewer than three per cent of the 
population were protestant, and the limited range of occupations. At the same 
time, when measured as persons to a room, there was little overcrowding except 
on part of Parson Street, and housing conditions were such that five-sixths of 
the houses were considered either first or second class, while none was ranked 
as fourth class. There were sixty fewer houses than fifty years earlier and some 
of the poorer quality housing, such as that on the north side of Dublin Street, 
had been cleared away. In contrast, however, changes had been taking place 
behind the facades. The recorded number of outbuildings had increased 
steadily, from 107 at the 1871 census to 439 in 1901 and 519 in 1911. The 
presence of over sixty stables, over ninety piggeries, over eighty fowl-houses 
and over thirty cow-houses is a reminder of the substantial animal population 
within the town. It is also a reminder of those pervasive noises and smells 
which, like the blocked sewers, polluted streams and filthy back lanes that 
attracted the recurrent attention of sanitary officers,54 cannot easily be mapped. 

During the early twentieth century the stimuli that sustained the town over 
much of the previous century were weakened. The main building work in the 
college was now complete, and the dukes of Leinster experienced a series of 
family misfortunes that led to the sale of Carton in 1949. The population 

continued to contract slowly. An indication that this was a period of stagnation 
is the abandonment of more of the poorer housing erected during the expansion 
phase of the early nineteenth century. By the 1920s over forty houses were 
classified in the valuation books as in ruins, dilapidated or uninhabited. The 
appearance of the town suffered a further setback with the burning of the police 
barracks and the old courthouse during the independence campaign of 
1919-21. Into the 1940s the public water supply continued to be provided from 
a series of pumps and wells, and there was no sewerage scheme for the town as 
a whole.5 5 However, there were other signs of continuing change and 
modernisation. An indication, premature as it turned out, of the larger 
geographical scale of organisation into which Maynooth would become 
increasingly integrated over the twentieth century was given in 1901 when a 
Dublin laundry announced that its motor van would include the town in its 
rounds.56 Within the town itself a larger scale of retail organisation was 
introduced when one shop in particular, Dawson's on the south side of the main 
street, expanded to take on the character of a large general store.57 Other 
developments included the establishment of a chemist's shop and of two bank 
sub-offices.58 About 1910 a new local authority, Celbridge No. 1 rural district 
council, initiated housing with the building of two labourers' cottages on the 
Dunboyne road and with the start of a much larger out-of-town scheme at 
Greenfield, on the south side of the canal and railway. The council also tarred 
the main street,59 while arrangements for an electricity supply were marked by 
the leasing of a site for a transformer in Court House Square in 1929.60 A 
building erected on the last vacant site along Main Street, at its junction with 
Mill Street, served in turn as a location for a printing works, a dramatic society, 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians and, from the 1930s, a cinema.61 

From the 1950s new water and sewerage schemes facilitated housing 
development and the population again began to rise, at first slowly. Some sites 
for private houses were developed, for example off Dublin Road, and some 
blighted areas began to be cleared. A livestock mart, established on Dublin 
Road, became of regional significance and has been of continuing benefit to the 
town's economy. Twenty-two local authority houses were built, also off Dublin 
Road. But the main surge in development occurred from the late 1960s on. The 
decision in 1966 to admit lay students resulted in a new phase of college 
building and in a sixfold growth in student numbers within decades. At the same 
time Maynooth now came to be recognised as within the commuting range of an 
expanding Dublin and as a desirable area for the development of private housing 
estates. As a result the town expanded rapidly, with new college buildings on the 
north side of the main west road and extensive private housing south of the canal 
and railway. The older part of the town adapted with widespread renovation 
involving the conversion of houses and outbuildings and a new phase of 
building on infill and cleared sites, as in Pound Park off Back Lane. 

The commuter status of Maynooth was confirmed in 1981 by the reopening 
of the railway station as the terminus of a new suburban service. Over the next 
decade the population continued to expand to reach over 6,000 by 1991. At the 
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same time the town continued to change. Major new drainage schemes 
facilitated yet more residential development and the completion during the mid 
1990s of a large shopping, apartment and hotel precinct to the south of Main 
Street. New schools catered for growth, yet an early mainstay of local education, 
the Presentation convent, closed leaving many of its buildings for 
redevelopment as residential apartments. In this populous, much altered town, 
another time-ingrained feature of Maynooth, its long-distance through-traffic, 
proved to be increasingly problematic. With the opening of the Leixlip-Kilcock 
motorway in 1994 such traffic can by-pass the town, giving Maynooth an 
exceptional opportunity to redefine itself in relation to its heritage and its late 
twentieth-century role. 
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east Kildare and south-east Meath as under 100 persons per square mile in 1841. The total number of houses 
in the surrounding rural countryside decreased by about 12 percent between 1757 and 1841 ( A . A . Homer. 
'Aspects of the historical geography of parts o f the duke of Leinster's estates in Co. Kildare, c. 1750-1850". 
Department of Geography, T C D , B.A. thesis. 1968. p. 123). 

33. RD 495/441/326058. 537/271/352773. 547/113/360255. 
34. Sherrard, 1795. 
35. In 1754 he is described as butler to the earl of Kildare (RD 173/136/115671); in the 1780s he is referred to 

as John Stoyte the elder of Carton (RD 456/255/292623). 
36. Lewis, i i . p. 349. 
37. Tvrhade" is recorded in 1328 {Red Bk Kildare. p. 97). while 'Tircad' and 'Roughmedc' appear in the earl's 

rental of 1518-19 (Crown surveys, p. 279). The 1684 rent rol l . p. 8. identifies Mr John Davis as having 'the 
Council house Tyrradd and the rough parks by old lease". 

38. FDJ 28.11.1795. 
39. The location of the college boundary was the subject of a dispute between the college and duke of Leinster 

in 1818-19 (Sherrard. 1818; RD 760/2/515938-9; Thomas Cromwell . Excursions through Ireland ... . 
(London. 18-20). i i . p. 143). 

40. First report of the commissioners of inquiry into the condition of the poorer classes in Ireland. HC 1836 [39], 
x x x i i i , appendix F. supplement, pp 64. 66. 

41 . Pigot. 
42. See A . A . Homer. 'Stability and change in the towns and villages west of Dubl in ' . TCD, Ph.D. thesis, 1974. 
43. MacSweeney, pp 497-509. 
44. Greene. 
45. Compare the square as shown on the 1873 OS map and as it appears on Map 2. At the north-west comer a 

curved boundary has been straightened, while at the south-east corner a right-angled bend has been created, 
probably as a result of the rebuilding of the doctor's house. 

46. RD 356/146/238961; Leinster abstracts, i i . p. 126. 
47. Mr and Mrs S.C. Hall . Ireland, its scenery, character, etc. (London. 1842). i i . p. 277; M . A . Tilmarsh [ W . M . 

Thackeray], The Irish sketch-hook (London, 1843). i i . p. 123: F.B. Head, A fortnight in Ireland (London, 
1852), pp 66-99. 

48. Valuation Office house book, N A I . 5.2857. 
49. Cholera papers; Report of the commissioners of health (Ireland) on the epidemics of 1846 and 1850. HC 

1852-3 11562). x l i . p. 35. 33 persons had died in Maynooth in 1832, 47 died in 1849. 
50. Maynooth rept. csp. pp 65. 184. 
51. KO 16.12.1893. 30.12.1893. 
52. KO 25.3.1882. advertisement for the sale of the Leinster Arms Hotel; KO 7.7.1900. 'Maynooth a holiday 

centre". 
53. KO 1.9.1888. 
54. KO 26.10.1901. report by James Whelan. architect, describing insanitary conditions in the Parson Street area. 

Also KO 30.12.1893. 17.6.1899. 20.9.1902. 
55. Irish Tourist Association survey, 1942 (copy in Kildare County Library, Newbridge); Kildare County 

Council minutes, esp. report by county medical officer. 20.11.1944. 
56. KO 21.9.1901. 
57. Its property expansion is recorded in Val. 3 and RD records. 
58. Kelly, Leinster section, pp 192-3. 
59. Celbridge No. I rural district council minute book 1911-13, Kildare County Library, records a proposal for 

surfacing the streets of Maynooth. 
60. RD 1929/42/197. 
61. Val. 3; also DEP 13.4.1822. 
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Fig. 5 Growth o f St Patrick's College, 1795-1909. 

Topographical Information 
The following information relates not to any single administrative division or the sheet lines of any 

particular map, but to the built-up area of Maynooth at each of the dates referred to. 
Al l grid references used are derived from the Irish National Grid. This grid appears at 100 m intervals 

on Map 3. In the Topographical Information grid references are included where possible for features not 
named on either Map 2 or Map 3: they are given in eight figures (the last four figures respectively of the 
eastings and northings shown on Map 3) and indicate the approximate centre of the feature in question. 

The entries under each heading, except for Streets, are arranged in chronological order by categories: 
for example, all mills are listed before all forges, because the oldest mil l pre-dates the oldest forge. 

In general, dates of initiation and cessation are specified as such. Where these are unknown, the first 
and last recorded dates are given, and references of intermediate date are omitted except where 
corroborative evidence appears necessary. Features originating after 1900 are listed only in exceptional 
cases. In source-citations, a pair of years joined by a hyphen includes all intervening years for which that 
source is available: thus 1837-1977 (OS) means all Ordnance Survey maps from 1837 to 1977 inclusive. 

The list of early spellings in section 1 is confined to the earliest and latest examples noted of the 
variants deemed to be the most significant. Where necessary the earliest noted attestation of the 
commonest spelling in each of these categories is also given. 

Street names are listed in alphabetical order. The first entry for each street gives its present-day name 
according to the most authoritative source, followed by its first identifiable appearance, named or 
unnamed, in a map or other record and the various names subsequently applied to it in chronological 
order of occurrence. For names remaining unchanged on successive Ordnance Survey maps, only the first 
occurrence of the Ordnance Survey spelling is cited. 

The section on residence is not intended to embrace more than a small fraction of the town's dwelling 
houses. The main criteria for inclusion are (1) contribution to the townscape, past or present; (2) 
significance in defining critical stages in the history of urban or suburban housing; (3) abundance of 
documentation, especially for houses representative of a large class of dwellings. Biographical 
associations are not in themselves a ground for inclusion. 

Abbreviated source-references are explained in the bibliography on pages 11-12 or in the general list 
inside the back cover. 

1 Name 
Early spellings 
Magnoded late 12th cent. (Red Bk Kildare, 14). 
Maynoth 1216 (Cal. doc. Ire.. 1171-1251, 111) to 1612 {Inq. cancel!. Hib. repert., i , 'Kildare' , Jas 

I , no. 8). 
Mainoth 1291 to 1328 (Red Bk Kildare, 22, 99). 
Maynooth 1302-6 (Cal doc. Ire.. 1302-7, 237) to present. 
Maynogh 1310. 1311 {Cal. fustic, rolls Ire., 1308-14, 143, 218). 
Maynothe 1328(7), 1533 {Men's reg., 68, 198, 297) to 1612 {Inq. cancell. Hib. repert., i , 'Kildare' , 

Jas I , no. 8). 
Minewgh, Manuth, Mynwith, Minuith, Minowgh, Maindoch c. 1533 (Men's reg., 5, 48, 158, 168, 

200, 277). 
Mash Nuaad 1535 (ALC, i i , 284). 
Minoth 1610 (Speed). 
Moynoth 1621 (Inq. cancell. Hib. repert., i , 'Kildare' , Jas I , no. 40). 
Mash Nuadhat, Magh Nudhat, Maah Nuadhath early 17th cent. (AFM, v, 1420; Anal. Hib., xv i i i , 

182, 184). 1535 (AFM, v, 1420) to present. 
Manooth c. 1657 (DS) to 1752 (Noble and Keenan, 1752). 
Current spellings 
Maynooth 
Maigh Nuad 
Derivation 
The plain of Nuadu or Nuadha. The god Nuadu Necht is the reputed ancestor of most of the Irish 

dynasties, grandfather or great-grandfather of Finn mac Cumaill (Byrne, 55). 

2 Legal status 
Manor 1286 (Cal. doc. Ire., 1285-1292, 109) to c. 1904 (LL 16.7.1904). 
Villa 1328 {Red Bk Kildare, 99-100), 1451 (Rental, 1451), 1541 {Crown surveys, 133-4). 

3 Parliamentary status 
Part of County Kildare 1560, 1585-6, 1604-1800 (NHl, ix, 47). 
Part of Kildare constituency 1801-85 (NHl, ix, 58). 
Part of North Kildare constituency 1885-1920 (NHl, ix, 58-9). 
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4 Proprietorial status 
Granted by the Lord John to Gerald, son of Maurice, in 1185-9 (Red Bk Kildare, 14). Held by John, 

1st earl of Kildare, from his cousin, the baron of Naas 1316 (Otway-Ruthven, 1959, 198). 
Forfeited to crown in 1536, restored to Gerald FitzGerald, later 11th earl of Kildare, in 1552 
(Cokayne, v i i , 236-7). 

5 Municipal boundary 
None. 

6 Administrative location 
County: Kildare 13th cent. (Otway-Ruthven, 1959, 185) to present. 
Barony: Maynouthes lee 1349 (Rot. pat. Hib., 74). Salt c. 1518-19 (Crown surveys, 279), 1654 

(CS), 1752 (Noble and Keenan, 1752); North Salt 1783 (Taylor), 1838 (OS).' 
Civi l parish: Laraghbryan 1654 (CS), 1838 (OS). 
Townlands: Maynooth 1757 (Rocque); Maynooth, Collegeland, parts of Greenfield and Mariavilla 

1838 (OS). 
Poor law union: Celbridge, formed in 1839 (HC 1843 (275), x lv i , 45). 
Rural district: Celbridge No. 1, formed in 1898 (61 & 62 Vict., c. 37). 
Poor law electoral division: Maynooth, formed in 1839 (HC 1839 (239), xx, 146). 
District electoral division: Maynooth, formed in 1898 (HC 1899 [C.9480], xxxix, 154-5). 

7 Administrative divisions 
None recorded. 

8 Population 
c. 1659 289 1881 12781 1961 1753 

1757 c. 670 1891 958' 1966 1254 
1813 1486 1901 948 1 1971 1296 
1821 1364 1911 886' 1979 — 
1831 2053 1926 846' 1981 3388 
1841 2029 1936 632 1- 2 1986 4268 
1851 16191 1946 572 1- 2 1991 6027 
1861 14971 1951 5 8 1 1 2 

1871 1414' 1956 17223 

'College not included in town total. 
:Greenfield Town (suburb, south of canal) separately recorded ( 1936: 200; 1946: 193; 1951: 194). 
'Urban area redefined: college and Greenfield Town included. 
(Sources: 1659 from Census. 1659. 400; 1757 from Horner. 1969; 1813 from Mason, p. xxxiv; remainder from Census.) 

9 Housing 
NUMBER OF HOUSES 

Inhabited Uninhabited Building Total 
1757 — — — c. 120 
1821 206 12 0 218 
1831 249 3 1 253 
1841 254 9 — 263 
1851 264 24 — 288 
1861 271 8 — 279 
1871 253 9 — 262 
1881 249 4 — 253 
1891 213 33 — 246 
1901 214 13 — 227 

lst-class 2nd-class 3rd-class 
1841 17 182 48 
1851' 36 190 51 
1861 24 186 61 

(Sources: 1757 from Horner, 1969; remainder from Census.) 

4th-class 
7 

'Includes 14 houses in Collegeland not included in 1841 and 1861 
Classes as defined in Census: 
4th: predominantly mud cabins with 1 room and window only. 
3rd: better, with 2-4 rooms and windows. 
2nd: good, with 5-9 rooms and windows. 
1st: all houses of a better description than classes 2-4. 
(Source: Census.) 

Unoccupied 
9 

25 

Total 
263 
302 
279 

10 Streets 
Avenue, The 

Back Lane [east] 

Back Lane [west] 

Bere Street 
Brangans Laneway 

Bridge Street 
Butcher's Street 

Canal Place 
Chapel Lane [east] 
Chapel Lane [west] 
Chapel Lane or Row 
Charter School Lane 
Coate's, Coates' or 
Coates's Lane 

Coffey's Lane 

Convent Lane 

Court House Square 

Cross Lane 

Cushing's or 
Cushion's Lane 
Dillons or Dillon's 

Dirty Lane 
Doctor's Lane or 
The Doctor's Lane 

The Avenue 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750), 1757 (Rocque), 1781 
(Sherrard, 1781), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2). Carton Avenue 1806 
(DEP 10.6.1806). Unnamed 1837-1977 (OS). Private avenue 
towards Carton, transferred to Kildare County Council in 1980 (LL 
5.7.1980, 25.4.1981). Public space 1995. 
Part of 'a new lane called Stable Lane' 1754 (RD 173/135/115670). 
Stable Lane 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2). 
Unnamed 1837 (OS). Part of Chapel Lane 1840 (Val. 1). Part of Back 
Lane 1850 (Val. 2). Back Lane 1873 (OS). For other Back Lanes, see 
Coffey's Lane, Cross Lane. 
See Pound Lane [east]. For other Back Lanes, see Coffey's Lane, 
Cross Lane. 
See Double Lane. 
Location unknown, probably near junction Main St/Leinster St. '6 
cottages known as Brangans Laneway' 1883 (RD 1883/18/218). 
Probably named after Lawrence Brangan, farmer and site owner. 
See M i l l Street. 
(37607700). Butcher's Street 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750). 
Unnamed 1757 (Rocque). Closed by 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). 
See Leinster Street. 
See Back Lane [east]. 
See Pound Lane [east]. 
See Double Lane. 
See Convent Lane. 
Lane 1821 (Sherrard et al. 2). Unnamed 1840 (Val. 1). Coates' Lane 
1850 (Val. 2). Coates's Lane 1873, 1909; Coate's Lane 1977 (OS). 
Probably named after John Coates, stonecutter (RD 1872/9/180). 
Unnamed 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). Lane 1821 (Sherrard et al. 2). 
Unnamed 1837-1991 (OS). Back Lane 1840 (Val. 1). Coffey's Lane 
1850-1930 (Val. 2, 3); probably named after Andrew Coffey, site 
owner 1850 (Val. 2). 
Charter School Lane 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 
2) . Unnamed 1837 (OS). Convent Lane 1840 (Val. 1). Nunnery Lane 
1850-74 (Val. 3). Convent Lane 1873 (OS). Widened on E. side in 
1994 (local information). 
Unnamed 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1837 (OS), 1840 (Val. 1). Court 
House Square 1850 (Val. 2), 1873 (OS). 
Back Lane 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). Lime Ki ln Row 1821 (Sherrard et 
al. 1, 2). Quarry Lane 1840 (Val. 1). Cross Lane 1850 (Val. 2), 1873 
(OS). 
See Fagan's Lane. 

Dillons Row 1840 (Val. 1), 1850 (Val. 2). 
Dillon's Row 1850 (Val.Row Dillon's Row 1850 (Val. 2), 1873 
(OS). 
See Double Lane. 
Stable Lane 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 2). Kelly's 
Lane 1840 (Val. 1). The Doctor's Lane 1850 (Val. 2), 1859-74 (Val. 
3) . Doctor's Lane 1873 (OS); probably named after Dr Edward 
O'Kelly, local resident. For another Stable Lane, see Back Lane 
[east]. 

Double Lane 

Dublin Road, 
Dublin Road Street 
or Dublin Street 

Fagan's Lane 

Great Street 
Green, The 
High Street 

Kelly's or Miss 
Kelly's Lane 

Kilcock road [east] 
Kilcock road [west] 

Kilioges or Killioges 
Lane 

Leinster Street 

Lime Kiln Row 
Main Street 

Market Place 
M i l l Street 

Naas Road 

Nunnery Lane 
Old Road 

Parson, Parsons or 
Parson's Street [north] 

Parson, Parsons or 
Parson's Street ]south] 

Pound Lane [east] 

Pound Lane [west] 
or Pound Street 
Quarry Lane 
Stable Lane 
Straffan Road 

'Stratam de Maynoth' 
Street or Great 
Street of Maynooth 

Turnpike road 

11 Religion 

Bere Street 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). 'Dirty Lane called Bere Street' 
1784 (RD 380/545/258014). Chapel Lane 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1). 
Chapel Row 1821 (Sherrard et al. 2). Double Lane 1840 (Val. 1), 
1873 (OS). 
Turnpike road 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750), 1757 (RD 
190/523/128016). Dublin Street 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). Dublin Road 
called Dublin Street 1784 (RD 380/545/258011). Dublin Road Street 
1796 (RD 509/159/330115), 1840 (Val. 1). Dublin Street 1821 
(Sherrard et al. 1). Dublin Road 1850 (Val. 2), 1873 (OS). 
Lane 1821 (Sherrard et al. 2). Cushion's Lane 1840 (Val. 1). 
Cushing's Lane 1850 (Val. 2); probably named after Samuel Cushing 
(RD 1876/4/239). Fagan's Lane 1873 (OS); probably named after 
Patrick Fagan or Fegan, grocer and spirit dealer. 
See Street of Maynooth. 
See Pound Lane [east]. 
E. of castle, site unknown, probably another name for part of Main 
Street (q.v.). 1780 (RD 356/146/238961). 
Lane 1821 (Sherrard et al. 2). Unnamed 1840 (Val. 1). Miss Kelly's 
Lane 1850 (Val. 2). Kelly's Lane 1859 (Val. 3), 1873 (OS). Probably 
named after Miss Martha Kelly, site owner 1850 (Val. 2). For anoth
er Kelly's Lane, see Doctor's Lane. 
New road 1795 (Sherrard, 1795). Unnamed 1837-1977 (OS). 
Turnpike road 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750). Unnamed 1757 
(Rocque). Road from Kilcock 1781; turnpike road 1795 (Sherrard, 
1795). Unnamed 1837-1977 (OS). See also below, Old Road. 
(35608100). Killioges Lane 1719 (RD 25/302/15102). Kilioges Lane 
1725 (RD 48/47/30605). See also 14 Primary production: Kyloke 
park. 
N . end laid out in 1790-1800 (RD 495/441/326058, 547/113/ 
360255). Canal Place 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2), 1842 (Greene). 
Leinster Street 1840 (Val. 1), 1873 (OS). For another Leinster Street, 
see Main Street. 
See Cross Lane. 
Laid out from c. 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750; Rocque; RD 
173/135/115670). Leinster Street 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). 'Great 
Street of Maynooth called Leinster Street' 1785 (RD 
374/28/247740). Leinster Street 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2), 1842 
(Greene). Main Street 1837 (OS). See also above. High Street, and 
below, Street or Great Street of Maynooth. 
See Parson Street [north]. 
Laid out in c. 1795 to connect with Kilcock road, E. end (q.v.). 
Bridge Street 1799 (RD 537/271/352773), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1,2). 
Unnamed 1837 (OS). M i l l Street 1840 (Val. 1), 1873 (OS). 
(38357625). Naas Road 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750). Unnamed 
1757 (Rocque). Closed by 1781 on construction of Court House 
Square (q.v.). 
See Convent Lane. 
(36207670). Unnamed 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750), 1757 
(Rocque). Road to Kilcock 1773 (Scale). Disused after c. 1795 on 
construction of Will iam Bridge (see 17 Transport), M i l l Street and 
Kilcock road [east] (q.v.). Old Road 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2). 
Unnamed 1837 (OS). 
Parson Street 1748 (RD/135/409/92018). Market Place 1750 (Noble 
and Keenan, 1750). Street of Maynooth 1795 (Sherrard, 1795). 
Parsons Street 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2). Unnamed 1837 (OS). 
Parson's Street 1840 (Val. 1), 1859 (Val. 3). Parson Street 1873 (OS). 
Parson Street 1748 (RD/135/409/92018). Parson's Street 1750 
(Noble and Keenan, 1750). Parson Street 1795 (Sherrard, 1795). 
Parsons Street 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2). Unnamed 1837 (OS). 
Parson's Street 1840 (Val. 1), 1859 (Val. 3). Parson Street 1873 (OS). 
Part of 'a new lane called Stable Lane' 1754 (RD 173/135/115670). 
The Green 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). Part of Stable Lane 1821 (Sherrard 
etal. 1, 2). Unnamed 1837 (OS). Part of Chapel Lane 1840 (Val. 1). 
Part of Back Lane 1850 (Val. 2). Pound Lane 1873 (OS). 
Unnamed 1821 (Sherrard etal. 1, 2), 1837 (OS). Pound Street 1840 
(Val. 1), 1850 (Val. 2). Pound Lane 1873 (OS). 
See Cross Lane. 
See Pound Lane [east], Doctor's Lane. 
(39407540). Road from Celbridge 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). Unnamed 
1821 (Sherrard etal. 1, 2), 1837-1977 (OS). Straightened in c. 1842 
(Greene). Straffan Road 1995 (local information). 
Site unknown. 1328 (Red Bk Kildare, 98). 
Street of Maynooth 1748 (RD 132/267/89216). Great Street of May
nooth 1754 (RD 173/135/115670). Realigned from c. 1750, see 
above, Main Street. See also Parson's Street [north]. 
See Dublin Road, Kilcock road [west]. 

Parish church, Laraghbryan, 1 km W. of town, at or near site of Early Christian monastery. 
Church (ecclesia) of Laraghbryan 1179 (Alen's reg., 5). Prebend of St Patrick's Cathedral, 
Dublin 1248 (Alen's reg., 71). In good repair, but chancel unroofed 1630 (MacSweeney, 
414). Perhaps fallen into ruin c. 1641 (Blacker, 1867, 6). Church ruins 1837-1977 (OS). 

Graveyard: headstones from 1712; 1837-1977 (OS), in use 1995. 
St Mary's Church, C. of I . , Parson St W. Church (ecclesia) of Maynooth c. 1200 (MacSweeney, 

308). Chapel (capella), probably part of castle precinct (see 12 Defence) c. 1248 (Reg. All 
Saints, 16). Rebuilt and annexed to College of the Blessed Virgin Mary (see 20 
Education) in 1518 (Dignitas Decani, 84). 'Misapplied to the keeping of cattle, and 
making of malt in, and other base uses', rebuilt by Richard Boyle, 1st earl of Cork, in 
1632 (Grosart, i i i , 135, 164). Church, rectangular ground plan c. 1634 (Castle plan). 
Renovated at expense of 1st duke of Leinster, vestry room and school room (see 20 
Education) added in c. 1770 (wall plaque); 1780 (Ashford 2). Further renovations in 1828 
(Blacker, 1867, 7). Church 1837 (OS). Major alterations, nave extended to tower, vestry 
and school room removed in 1858-9 (Parish records). Church 1873-1977 (OS). St 
Mary's Church 1995. 

Tower: probably medieval and perhaps residence of clergy (Blacker, 1867, 7); perhaps 15th-
cent. tower of Maynooth Castle (see 12 Defence) (Leinster, 236); unnamed, rectangular 
ground plan 1781 (Sherrard, 1781); perhaps unroofed c. 1800 (College view); unnamed 
1837 (OS); probably re-roofed in c. 1858, used as mausoleum for Leinster family 
(Blacker, 1867, 7). Belfry 1977 (OS). 

Chapel, R.C., Double Lane W. (38507825). Possibly built in c. 1670 (MacSweeney, 417-18). 
Maynooth chapel 1719 (RD 27/20/14973). L-shaped ground plan 1757 (Rocque). 
Presumably replaced by new chapel (see next entry) by 1773. 

Chapel, R.C., Pound Lane N . Chapel 1773 (Scale), 1821 (Sherrard etal. 1, 2). Old chapel 1837 
(OS). Replaced by new chapel by 1840 (see next entry). Converted to boys' national 
school in 1841 (see 20 Education). 

Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, M i l l St E. Built in 1834-40 (MacSweeney, 497-9). New 
chapel 1837 (OS). Belfry begun in c. 1862 (/;•. Builder, iv (1862), 214). R.C. chapel 1873; 
St Mary's R.C. Church 1909; Catholic church 1977 (OS). St Mary's Church 1995. 

Graveyard: 1862 (gravestone), 1909, 1977 (OS). 
Presentation Convent, Convent Lane E. Presentation order established in Maynooth in 1823, 

convent opened in former Charter School (see 20 Education) in 1824 (Cullen, 42). New 
premises on adjacent site built by 1837; Presentation Convent 1837 (OS). Crom-a-boo 
Lodge (see 22 Residence) leased by Presentation order in 1870 (RD 1870/29/182). 
Presentation Convent, graveyard 1873; Presentation Convent, chapel, graveyard 1909, 
1977 (OS). Closed in 1993, converted to Charter House private apartments in 1993^4 
(local information). See also 16 Trades and services: laundry; 20 Education: Presentation 
Convent national school, Presentation Convent industrial school. 
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12 Defence 
Maynooth Castle. Stone keep, evidence of at least 2 periods of construction, probably begun in 

late 12th cent, with 13th-cent. additions (Stokes, 234-5; Leask, 36). Stone castle, hall 
with kitchen, thatch-covered hall, bake-house, vault in newly-built garden, grange, cow 
byre, stable, turret, ditch, garden gate, haggard gate, dovecot, mills 1328 (Red Bk KUdare, 
98). Said to have been greatly enlarged by 5th earl of Kildare in 1426 (Rot. pat. Hib., 245; 
Blacker, 1860, 5). Contained famous library early 16th cent. (Crown surveys, 312-14, 
355-7). Damaged in siege in 1535 (Cal. Carew MSS. 1515-74 . 64-5). Royal castle 
1536-52 (Blacker, 1860, 17). Repaired in c. 1541-8 (S.P. Hen. VIII. i i i , 335; Cal. S.P. Ire., 
¡509-73 . 90). Restored to future 11th earl of Kildare in 1552 (McNeil l , 285). Partly 
ruined; rebuilt and enlarged by Richard Boyle, 1st earl of Cork, new buildings on 3 sides 
of square, in 1632^1 (Grosart, i i i . iv, passim; gatehouse inscription). Old castle, new 
buildings, inner court, round tower, spur at the gate, church, stable, new bulwark, the 
green before the gate, 'stak' yard, slaughter house, slaughter yard, water mi l l , 'flanker 
and wall without the castle' c. 1634 (Castle plan 1, 2). Library plundered in 1642; castle 
partly destroyed and dismantled in 1647 (Blacker, 1860, 19, 20). Manor house, valued at 
£3.000 1640; walls only, worth £500 c. 1654 (CS). In ruins 1682 (Monk, 343). Cabins and 
houses in the ruins 1687 (Rent roll , 1704). Castle, gatehouse 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 
1750). Part of ruins in use as still houses e. 1755, 1757 (see 15 Manufacturing). Castle, 
castle gate 1773 (Scale). In ruins, houses and cabins in grounds c. 1780 (Ashford 1, 2; 
Taylor). Ball court against keep wall 1781, 1821 (see 21 Entertainment). Castle, archway 
1821 (Sherrard et al. 1. 2). Old castle 1837 (OS). Houses and cabins cleared, grounds 
railed and set out as park (see 21 Entertainment) in 1848 (Blacker, 1860, 20). Old castle 
in ruins, pleasure ground 1859-1930 (Val. 3). Castle in ruins 1873-1977 (OS). Unroofed 
keep, gatehouse, parts of S.E. tower, N . postern, N.E. wall of c. 1630 additions, extant 
1914 (McNeil l , 288-94), 1995. Transferred to Office of Public Works in 1991 (MN Nov. 
1991). See also 11 Religion: St Mary's Church tower. 

Cavalry station, location unknown, perhaps same as next entry. 1803 (DEP 30.8.1803), c. 1818 
(DEP 8.9.1818). 

Barrack, Parson St E. (36607526). 'Part of the old barrack' 1821 (Sherrard et al. 2). 
Barrack, temporary. Court House Sq. W. (38457680). Former temporary barrack 1826 (Ir. educ. 

repl 2. 626-7), converted to school by 1821 (see 20 Education: Free school). 

13 Administration 
Post office, location unknown. Post town 1730 (Watson). Patrick Dollard, postmaster 1739 (RD 

97/416/68960). 
Post office, Main St N . 1824 (Pigot), 1837 (OS), 1846, 1856 {Slater). 
Excise stores, location unknown. 1806 (DEP 3.7.1806). 
Postal telegraph office. Main St S. (38207680). 1873 (OS), 1881, 1894 (Slater). 
Courthouse, in Court House Sq.. on site of former Market House (see 16 Trades and services). 

Site leased to trustees in 1819 (Leinster lease books, 2). Sessions twice yearly 1824 
{Pigot). Courthouse, T-shaped building 1829 (Cooke), 1837-1909 (OS). Market shed 
added on N . side by 1850 (see 16 Trades and services). Lease surrendered to 4th duke of 
Leinster, to be used for courts and as town hall (see 21 Entertainment), in 1883 (RD 
1884/8/275). 

Police station. M i l l St E. Police station 1837 (OS). Police barrack 1840 (Val. 1). Converted to pri
vate residence by 1850 (Val. 2). 

Constabulary barrack, Leinster St W. Police barrack 1850 (Val. 2). Constabulary barrack 1873, 
1909 (OS). Burnt in 1920 (EL 3.4.1920). Garda Siochana Station 1927 (Val. 3), 1939-77 
(OS), 1995. 

Courthouse and Court House Square. 1893 (LL 21.10.1893) 

14 Primary production 
Lime pit, location unknown. Lympitisfelde 1328 (Red Bk Kildare, 97, 99). 
Lime pit, location unknown. Lymepitfeld 1518-19 (Crown surveys, 280). 
Quarry, Cross Lane N . (38407940). 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2). See also 

15 Manufacturing: lime kiln. 
Quarry, Mi l l St W. (36707680). 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). See also 15 Manufacturing: lime kiln. 
Limestone quarry. M i l l St E. Quarry 1829 (Cooke), limestone quarry 1837; extended by 1873 

(OS). Disused by 1920 (Val. 3). See also 15 Manufacturing: lime ki ln . 
Limestone quarry, Dillon's Row W. (99508050). Slate quarry 1837; limestone quarry 1873 (OS). 
Limestone quarry. 0.25 km W. of Mi l l St (35407670). 1873 (OS). See also 15 Manufacturing: 

lime ki ln . 
Parks, meadows and fields: 

Kyloke park, N . of town, site unknown. 1518 (Crown surveys, 232). 
Park of Maynooth, N . of town. Park 1535 (S.P. Hen. VIII, i i ,299-300). Keeper of king's park 

appointed in 1540 (Cal. pat. rolls Ire., i , 67). King's park 70 acres, total park 300 acres 
1541 (Crown surveys. 132). Great Park, also known as Crew Hi l l , with Little Park, 1000 
acres by estimation, leased to John Rainsford in 1652 (Leinster deeds 13). Park gate 1674 
(Leinster deeds 36). Park of Maynooth, 346 acres leased to James Swanton in 1683 (Rent 
roll , 1684). 346 plantation acres, bounded on W. by Laraghbryan and Maws, on N . by 
Moyglare and Rye Water, on E. by 'Killioges Lane' and on S. by Lyreen R., leased to 
James McManus senior in 1719 (RD 25/302/15102). 1725 (RD 48/47/30605). Maynooth 
Park 1757 (Rocque). Park of Maynooth, 306 acres set in 6 divisions 1773 (FDJ 
6-9.2.1773). Crewhill or Park of Maynooth 1783 (Taylor). Park of Maynooth 1804 (DEP 
28.1.1804). 

Rail Park, 2 km E. of town. Old horse park otherwise the railed park 1657 (Leinster deeds 31), 
Raile Park 1674 (Emerson). Railed Park 1683 (Rent roll , 1684). The Rail Park 1736 
(Steile), 1757 (Rocque). Real Park, including additional land to W., 1837; Rail Park 1838 
(OS). 

Boys park, location unknown. 1674 (Emerson), 1683 (Rent roll , 1684). 
Dullany's park, location unknown. 1674 (Emerson), 1683 (Rent roll, 1684). 
Falkoner's park, 'adjoining the town gardens', location unknown. Falkiners horse parks 1674 

(Emerson). 1698 (Rent roll, 1704), 1727 (RD 51/456/34331). 
Ffinless park, location unknown. 1674 (Emerson), 1683 (Rent roll, 1684), 1719 (RD 

27/54/150119), 1744 (RD 114/431/79497). 
Linka field, Kilcock id N . (35007900). Linkerfield 1674 (Emerson). Linea fields 1683, 1729 

(RD 64/491/44853). Linkey field 1736 (Steile). Linka field 1757 (Rocque). See also 
below, Linky hole. 

Rushy park, location unknown. 1674 (Emerson), 1683 (Rent roll, 1684), 1744 (RD 
114/431/79497). 

Trollys park, location unknown. 1674 (Emerson), 1683 (Rent roll, 1684). Possibly same as 
Traley park, 2 km S. of town 1757 (Rocque). 

Horse park, location unknown. 1683 (Rent roll , 1684). 
Little Horse park, location unknown. 1683 (Rent roll , 1684), 1719 (RD 25/308/15134). 
Rough park, location unknown, perhaps same as Rough 1757 (Rocque). 1683 (Rent roll , 

1704), 1727 (RD 51/510/34540). 
Sandy park, location unknown. 1683 (Rent roll , 1684). 
Sally park, location unknown, possibly same as The Salley 1757 (Rocque). 1683 (Rent roll , 

1684), 1727 (RD 53/416/36169), 1744 (RD 114/431/79497). 
Captains park, Parson St W. (33407400). 1757 (Rocque). 
College park, Parson St W. (34507250). 1757 (Rocque). 
Charter School field, 0.25 km N.E. of town (41508070). 1757 (Rocque). 
Gregory's meadow, Parson St W. (31307170). 1757 (Rocque). 
Gregory's stang, Parson St W. (32107250). 1757 (Rocque). 
Kildare's meadow, Parson St E. (35707220). 1757 (Rocque). 
Long stang, Dublin Rd S. (43007590). 1757 (Rocque). 
Long stang, Parson St W. (30757300). 1757 (Rocque). 
Lords meadow, Kilcock rd S. (28307670). 1757 (Rocque). 
Mona Gark, Straffan Rd E. (40257570). 1757 (Rocque). 
Parkna Sheeago, Straffan Rd W. (38607520). 1757 (Rocque). 
Keelogue, Straffan Rd W. (38707200). Sheeloge 1757 (Rocque). Keelogue 1821 (Sherrard et 

al. 1). 
The Four Acres, Parson St W. (34007200). 1757 (Rocque). 
The Nursery, Kilcock rd S. (32307610). 1757 (Rocque). 
The Tyrrads, Kilcock rd S. (27307500). 1757 (Rocque). 
Town parks, Newtown, 0.5 km S.W. of town. Lands of Newtown made available in fields 'for 

the convenience of the inhabitants'of the town 1756, 1757 (FDJ 27.1.1756. 19.2.1757). 
Town parks, Straffan Rd E., W. (40507550). Town parks 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1821 

(Sherrard et al. 1). 
Commons, location unknown. 1610 (RD 328/426/221504). 
Commons, N . side Lyreen R. (37507850). Commons 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750). 
Orchards: 

Patrick Dunn's, Double Lane, back of Will iam Mullen's tanyard (see 15 Manufacturing), site 
unknown. To be planted with apple, cherry, pear, plum, peach and apricot trees 1657 
(Leinster deeds 29). Little orchard, formerly Patrick Dunn's 1729 (RD 62/200/42526). 

Location unknown. Thomas Mallory 1683 (Rent roll , 1684). George Mallory c. 1704 (Rent 
roll , 1704). 

Location unknown, perhaps near Council House (see 22 Residence). Part of Council House 
holding 1696 (Rent roll , 1704), 1725 (RD 47/282/30604). 

Will iam Malone's, location unknown. 1723 (RD 41/254/25676). Perhaps Will iam Mullen's, 
same as Patrick Dunn's orchard (c/.v.). 

Gregory's, Parson St W. (35707430). Orchard 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750). Gregory's 
orchard 1757 (Rocque); presumably named after Benjamin Gregory, vicar 1714-42. Site 
incorporated into Riverstown Lodge (see 22 Residence) by 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). 

Parson St E. (37307480). 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). 
Parson St E. (37207430). 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). Reduced in size by 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 

2). 
Kilcock rd (36007800). 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2). 
Parson St E. 1837 (OS). 
Doctor's Lane S. 1837 (OS), 1850 (Val. 2), 1859 (Val. 3). 
Parson St E. (37207520). 1850 (Val. 2). Property divided, N . portion only 1873; 1909 (OS). 

Disused by 1929 (Val. 3). 
Glebe, Parson St E. Granted to vicar of Laraghbryan by 20th earl of Kildare in exchange for glebe 

lands of Laraghbryan in 1748 (RD 135/409/92018); 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750), 
1837, 1870 (OS). 

Fleetwood's garden, Pound Lane (38607780). Fleetwood's garden 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 
1750), 1757 (Rocque). Presumably named after George Fleetwood, innkeeper 1730 (RD 
74/511/52331). 

Linky hole, Kilcock rd N. (33657822). Linky hole 1757 (Rocque). See also above, Linka field. 
Nursery, M i l l St W. (34507600). 1757 (Rocque). 

15 Manufacturing 
Mills, N . of Castle (see 12 Defence), site(s) unknown, perhaps same as Manor Mills (see next 

entry). 2 mills 1328 (Red Bk Kildare, 98). Let at 360 pecks yearly, half wheat, half malt 
1518 (Crown surveys, 249, 278, 282). 

Manor Mills , M i l l St W. Water mil l c. 1634 (Castle plan). 2 corn mills, one in repair, value £30 
a year, one out of repair 1654-5 (CS). M i l l , N . side of mi l l race 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 
1750). Mil ls , buildings each side of mi l l race 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). 2 mills, kilns, 
offices, stores, stables, mil l pond 1814 (RD 680/1/467936). Mil ls , mi l l pond 1821 
(Sherrard et al. 1, 2). Manor M i l l 1824 (Leinster lease books, 1). M i l l 1837 (OS). Flour 
mi l l , corn mil l 1840 (Val. 1). Flour mil l in bad repair, corn mi l l not in use 1850 (Val. 2). 
Corn mi l l and kiln rebuilt in c. 1859-60 (Val. 3). Maynooth Manor Mil ls , mi l l race, 
sluices 1873; Manor Mills (corn), mil l race, sluices 1909, 1939; mills, extended, silos 
added by 1977 (OS); 1995. See also previous entry. 

Lime kilns: 
Location unknown. Lymekilfeld 1451 (Rental, 1451). 
Cross Lane N . (38407940), associated with quarry (see 14 Primary production). 1773 (Scale), 

1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1,2). 
M i l l St W. (36607680), associated with quarry (see 14 Primary production). 1781 (Sherrard, 

1781). 
Pound Lane N . (38207820). 2 lime kilns 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2). 
M i l l St E., associated with limestone quarry (see 14 Primary production). 1837 (OS), 1840, 

1850 (Val. 1, 2). Old lime ki ln 1873 (OS). 
M i l l St W. (36907845), associated with limestone quarry (see 14 Primary production). 1873 

(OS). 
Malt houses: 

Locations unknown. 2 small malt houses 'built since the rebellion' c. 1654 (CS). 
Location unknown, perhaps same as next entry. James McManus 1724 ( N A I wills, 152). 
Location unknown. 'Old malt houses ground' James McManus 1727 (RD 53/80/34541). See 

also previous entry. 
Location unknown. Will iam Manwaring 1727 ( N A I wills, 256). 
Location unknown. Site of John Nelson's former malt house; Peter Chamberlaine 1738 (RD 

91/372/64485). 
Location unknown, probably Leinster St W. John Ashly, built before 1748 (RD 

132/267/89216). 
M i l l St W. (35507680). Leased with distillery (q.v.) by Widow Chamberlaine 1781; 1795 

(Sherrard, 1781, 1795). Part of property leased to St Patrick's College (see 20 Education) 
in 1795 (RD 491/301/318162; Healy, 146). 

Location unknown. Mangan and Co. 1796 (Commons' jn. Ire., 4th sen, xvi , p. ccccxix). 
Location unknown. Joseph Chamberlaine 1796 (Commons' jn. Ire., 4th ser., xv i , p. ccccxix). 

Tannery, near bridge and next to 'Cownott Bluitts house', location unknown. Thomas Symons, 
formerly William Wootton's, with bark ground 1655 (Leinster deeds 18). 

Tan house, location unknown. James Kelly 1683 (Rent roll , 1684). 
Tanyard, Main St N . site unknown. Formerly Will iam Mullen's 1729 (RD 62/200/42526). 
Slaughterhouse, location unknown. Matthew Higgins 1684 (Rent roll , 1684). 
Slaughter house. M i l l St E., site unknown. 1840, 1850 (Val. 1, 2). 
Slaughter house, Main St N . (39157780). 1850 (Val. 2). 
Slaughter house, M i l l St W. (35787685). 1851 (College maps). 
Forges and smithies: 

M i l l St W., site unknown. Matthew Higgins, late 17th cent. (RD 178/86/117920). 
Dublin St N . (40307790). 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). 
Location unknown. James Briody 1826 (RD 819/543/551878), 1846 plater). 
Location unknown. Will iam Armstrong 1846, 1856 (Slater). 
M i l l St W. (36807715). Michael Murphy 1840 (Val. 1). 
M i l l St W. (36857710). John Murphy 1846 (Slater), 1850 (Val. 2), 1859-63 (Val. 3), Michael 

Murphy 1881 (Slater). 
Coffey's Lane (39307740). Former forge 1850 (Val. 2). 
Pound St S. (37307730). Former forge 1850 (Val. 2). 
Leinster St E. (37707610). 1873, 1909 (OS). Peter Dempsey 1870, Thomas Dempsey 1881, 

1894 (Slater), 1905 (Kelly). 1880-1927 (Val. 3). 
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Main St S. (37107610). 1873 (OS). 
Location unknown. Peter Mangan 1894 (Slater). 
Location unknown. Thomas Raleigh 1894 (Slater). 

Brew house, location unknown. 1723 (RD 41/254/25676). 
Brew house, location unknown. 1728 (RD 56/252/37825). 
Brewery, M i l l St W. Brewery, malt house and malt mil l 1808 (RD 603/21/409939). Brewery 1824 

(Pigot). Casey's brewery 1829 (Cooke). Unnamed 1837 (OS). Brewery: brew house, cart 
sheds, kiln and store, malt house, mil l and stores, offices, old store, stable, steward's 
dwelling, water wheel 1840; disused since c. 1836 (Val. 1). Ruin and old brewery 1850 
(Val. 2). See also below, distillery. 

Brickfield, 0.75 km N.E. of town. c. 1748 (Carton map). 
Distillery, location unknown. Built 'wi th large convenient vaults' in 1754 (FDJ 17-20.9.1754). 
Distillery, M i l l St W. (35907675). Leased with malt house (c/.v.) 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). Part of 

property leased to St Patrick's College (see 20 Education) in 1795 (RD 491/301/318162; 
Healy, 146). 

Distillery, Main St S., near W. end, site unknown. 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). 
Distillery, Main St S., near W. end, site unknown. In bad repair 1781 (Sherrard. 1781). 
Distillery, M i l l St W., in brewery premises (c/.v.). 1821 (Sherrard et al. 2). 
Still house. M i l l St W., site unknown. Former still house 1755 (RD 178/86/117920). 
2 still houses, Main St N . , in ruins of castle (see 12 Defence) (36107640). 1757 (Rocque). 
Bleachyard, N . bank of Lyreen R. (37807920). 1757 (Rocque). 
Factory, Main St S. (38807730). 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). See also next entries. 
Factory, location unknown, perhaps Main St S.. see previous entry. Ribbon factory 1784 (De 

Bombelles, 233). Tapes, threads and garter factory, under patronage of duke of Leinster 
1785 (DEP 17.3.1785). Garter manufactory 1797 (Dublin tour, 550). 

Stocking factory, location unknown, perhaps Main St S., see previous entries. Stocking factory, 
under patronage of duke of Leinster 1785 (DEP 17.3.1785). 

Coach builder, Court House Sq. W., site unknown. John Bagnall 1870-94 (Slater), 1905 (Kelly). 
Coach builder, location unknown. Patrick Dunne 1870, 1881 (Slater). 
Coach builder, location unknown, perhaps Leinster St E. in conjunction with forge (c/.v.). Thomas 

Dempsey 1894 (Slater), 1905 (Kelly). 
Saw pit, M i l l St E. (36757830). 1873 (OS). 
Threshing machine, Main St S. (38357655). 1873 (OS). 

16 Trades and services 
Fairs. Annual 3-day fair at Nativity of Blessed Virgin (7-9 September) granted in 1286 (Cat. doc. 

Ire.. ¡285-1292, 109). 2 fairs a year 1340 (Fairs and markets rent, 86). 2 fairs a year, 23 
Apri l and 8 September, granted in 1678 (Leinster deeds 38; Fairs and markets rept, 86). 
2 fairs, 4 May and 19 September 1824 (Piqot). 3 fairs a year, cattle, sheep and pigs 1837 
(Lewis, i i , 349). 2 fairs a year 1882 (KO 25.3.1882); 4 May and 19 September 1894 
(Slater). Changed to monthly fair on 2nd Wednesday, cattle, sheep, pigs and horses, in 
1897 (LL 27.2.1897). 

Market. Weekly market, Fridays, granted in 1286 (Cat. doc. Ire.. ¡285-1292, 109). Thursdays, 
granted in 1483 (Cat. Carew MSS. 1515-74, 321), 1678 (Leinster deeds 38, 39). Patent 
for additional market, Mondays, in 1757 (Leinster patents, 21). Patent to change Saturday 
market to Friday in 1780 (Leinster patents, 2K). Market discontinued by 1837 (Lewis, i i , 
349). Weekly market 1882 (KO 25.3.1882). 

Market place, location unknown, perhaps same as next entry. 1311 (Cal. justic. rolls lie.. 
1308-14, 218). 

Market place, Parson St, N . end (36507600). 'The green before the gate' c. 1634 (Castle plan). 
Market place 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750). 

Market place, in Court House Sq. Market place 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1899 (LL 25.3.1899). 
Market House, in Court House Sq., on site of later courthouse (see 13 Administration). Market 

House, 2 parallel rectangular buildings 1773 (Scale), 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1821 
(Sherrard et al. 1). 'Enclosed with a regular and ornamented frontispiece of stone' 1794 
(Tyner, 34). Market House, Shambles 1821 (Sherrard et al. 2). Replaced by courthouse in 
c. 1819-24 (see 13 Administration). 

Market house or shed, in Court House Sq., adjoining courthouse (see 13 Administration). Market 
shed, open-sided with iron railings, market crane 1850 (Val. 2), 1859 (Val. 3). Market 
House, adjoining N . wall of courthouse 1873, 1909 (OS). Probably part of conversion of 
courthouse to town hall in 1884 (see 21 Entertainment). Burnt in 1920 (LL 22.5.1920). 
Bus shelter and toilets built on site in 1977-8 (Cullen, 16); demolished in 1995. 

Red Cross Inn or Earl of Kildare's Arms, location unknown, probably same as Kildare Arms Inn 
(c/.v.). 1705, 1718 (RD 21/75/10805). 

Sign of the Bear, location unknown. 1719 (RD 31/13/17311). 
Inn, Parson St N . (36407649). John Nelson's inn 1751 (RD 151/245/101257). Sheaf of Wheat Inn 

1779 (FDJ 6-9.3.1779); 1783 (Taylor), c. 1800 (Gatehouse view). 
Kildare Arms Inn, Main St N . (38407730). Edward Browne's inn 1753, 1756 (FDJ 

29-31.5.1753, 6-9.3.1756). Kildare Arms Inn 1757 (Rocque). 'Great inn . . . called the 
Kildares Arms' 1764 (RD 236/210/154330). See also above, Red Cross Inn. 

Richard Vousden's inn, location unknown. 1776. 1777 (FDJ 20-23.4.1776, 27.2-1.3.1777). 
Closed in 1777 on opening of Leinster Arms (see next entry). 

Leinster Arms, Main St S. Leinster Arms, opened by Richard Vousden in 1777; 1781 (FDJ 
15-18.11.1777, 10-13.3.1781). Maxwell's inn, ballroom (see 21 Entertainment) and sta
bles 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1785 (RD 441/231/284240). 1789 (DEP 3.9.1789). Leinster 
Arms 1791 (DEP 30.8.1791). Grehan's inn, stabling for 100 horses 1797 (DEP 
7.10.1797); 1812 (DEP 13.8.1812). Inn, incorporating ballroom, additional stables 1821 
(Sherrard et al. 2). Leinster Arms Hotel 1822 (DEP 8.10.1822). Leinster Arms 1824 
(Pigot). McDonnell's hotel 1826 (DEP 8.8.1826), 1829 (Cooke). Head Inn 1840 (Val. 1). 
Leinster Arms 1846-81 (Slater). Major alterations in progress 1850 (Val. 2). W. part con
verted to private residence in c. 1850; hotel 1859 (Val. 3), 1873-1909; unnamed 1977 
(OS). E. part John Dean's inn 1850 (Val. 2); private residence 1859 (Val. 3); post office 
1873 (see 13 Administration). Leinster Arms Hotel, ballroom, general posting establish
ment 1882 (KO 25.3.1882). Leinster Arms 1995. 

Carroll's public house, M i l l St W. (37107665). 1829 (Cooke). 
Inn, Main St S. (39857780). Shop, formerly inn 1840 (Val. 1). 
Inn, Main St N . (38107725). 1840 (Val. 1). 
Briody's hotel, Main St S. (37607645). John Connor's family and commercial boarding house 

1846 (Slater). Hotel 1850 (Val. 2). Briody's hotel 1869 (RD 1883/18/218), 1906 (LL 
15.12.1906). 

Laundry, Convent Lane E., in Presentation Convent premises (see 11 Religion). Opened in 1887 
(Cullen, 42); 1939, 1977 (OS). Closed in 1987 (local information). In commercial use 
1995. 

Ulster Bank, Main St N . (381077740). Opened. Fridays only, in 1903 (KO 7.11.1903). Bank 
1909-39 (OS). Ulster Bank 1995. 

17 Transport 
Bridges: 

Lyreen tributary, Parson St W., sites unknown. Bridge c. 1634 (Castle plan 1). 2 bridges c. 
1634 (Castle plan 2). 

2, locations unknown. '2 small bridges over 2 little brooks' c. 1654 (CS). 
'Next to Cownott Bluitts house', location unknown, perhaps same as previous entry. 1655 

(Leinster deeds 18). 
Lyreen R., Butcher's St to commons (see 14 Primary production) (36857740). Bridge 1736 

(Steile). Old bridge 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750). Unnamed, 3 piers 1757 (Rocque); 
1773 (Scale), 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). In disrepair c. 1779 (Ashford 1); 1783 (Taylor). 

Lyreen R., Old Road to Kilcock road (36107690). 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750), 1757 
(Rocque), 1773 (Scale). 3 arches c. 1779 (Ashford 1), 1783 (Taylor). Largely disused 
after construction of Will iam Bridge (c/.v.). Unnamed 1837 (OS). Removed by c. 1850 
(Val. 2). 

Lyreen tributary, Main St to Parson St. 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750), 1757 (Rocque), 1773 
(Scale), 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1837-1977 (OS). 

Lyreen tributary, Parson St. (36807645). Unnamed 1757 (Rocque), 1773 (Scale), 1781 
(Sherrard, 1781), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1,2), 1837 (OS). 

Lyreen tributary, Parson St to Gregory's orchard (see 14 Primary production) (36007400). 
1757 (Rocque). 

Lyreen tributary, Main St to Parson St. Double-arch bridge c. 1780 (Ashford 1). Single-arch 
bridge 1780 (Ashford 2). Bridge 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1821 (Sherrard et a). 1, 2), 
1837-1977 (OS). 

Lyreen tributary, Parson St to Riverstown Lodge (see 22 Residence) (36407555). 1781 
(Sherrard, 1781), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1,2). 

William Bridge, Lyreen R., M i l l St |N.] to M i l l St [S.]. Perhaps built by c. 1795 (see 10 
Streets: M i l l St). Will iam Bridge 1801 (RD 1883/42/262), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 2), 1829 
(Cooke), 1837, 1873; unnamed 1909, 1977 (OS). 

Bridge, Lyreen tributary, lane off M i l l St W. to brewery (see 15 Manufacturing). 1821 
(Sherrard et al. 1, 2), 1837 (OS). 

Bond Bridge, over Royal Canal, Parson St to Rathcoffey rd. Bond Bridge, built in 1795 (name 
plaque). Bridge 1821 (Sherrard etal. 1, 2). Bond Bridge 1837; Pond (recte Bond) Bridge 
1838, 1870; Bond Bridge 1873-1977 (OS). 

Mullen Bridge, over Royal Canal. Straffan Rd. Mullen Bridge (natnestone). Built in c. 1795 
(see previous entry). Power Bridge 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2), 1842 (Greene). Mullen 
Bridge 1837-1977 (OS). Widened in 1995. 

Aqueduct, carrying canal and railway over Lyreen tributary, Parson St, S. end. Aqueduct 
1837-1977"(OS). 

Turnpike road. Dublin to Kinnegad. Trustees appointed in 1731 (5 Geo. I I , c. 16). Turnpike gate 
or toll-house to be erected 1.25 km W. of town 1795 (35 Geo. I l l , c. 43); 1829 (Cooke). 
Turnpike trust abolished by 1857 (20 & 21 Vict., c. 16). See also 10 Streets: Dublin Rd, 
Kilcock rd. 

Royal Canal. Dublin to Kilcock opened in 1796, extended to Mullingar in 1806, to R. Shannon 
in 1817 (Delany and Delany, 234). Royal Canal 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2), 1837-1977 
(OS). 

Royal Canal harbour, Leinster St, S. end. Built in c. 1796 (Delany and Delany, 83, 87). Harbour 
1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2), 1837-1977 (OS). Silted up 1955; renovated in c. 1985-8 
(Delany, 8, 194. 196). 

Coach office. Main St S. (37807650). 1840 (Val. 1). 1846 (Slater). 
Midland Great Western Railway. Opened from Dublin to Maynooth and Enfield in 1847, extend

ed to Mullingar in 1848, to Gal way in 1851, to Sligo in 1862 (Casserley, 94-7). Midland 
Great Western Railway 1853 (Val. 2), 1873 (OS). 

Railway station, Straffan Rd W. Opened in 1847 (Casserley, 95). Railway station, 3 platforms, 2 
pumps, signal post, watch house 1873 (OS). New stationmaster's house built in c. 1884 
(Val. 3). Station, 2 cattle pens, footbridge, goods shed, 5 platforms 1909; station 1977 
(OS). Closed to regular passenger services in 1947 (local information). Reopened in 1981 
(Irish Times 26.11.1981). 

Milestone, M i l l St W. (36907710). 1873 (OS). 

18 Utilities 
Pound, location unknown. 1674 (Leinster deeds 36). 
Pound, Kilcock rd N . (35707720). Pound, square plan 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750). Pound, 

circular plan 1757 (Rocque), 1781, 1795 (Sherrard, 1781, 1795). 
Pound, Pound Lane N . Pound, semicircular plan 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1). Circular plan 1821 

(Sherrard et al. 2), 1829 (Cooke), 1837 (OS). 'Scarcely ever used' 1850 (Val 2). Pound 
1873, 1909; unnamed 1977 (OS). Public space 1995. 

Brides Well, 0.25 km N.E. of town (37808000). 1757 (Rocque). 
Well, Main St S., site unknown. 1757 (Rocque). 
Well, M i l l St W. (36507790). 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2). 
Pump, in Court House Sq. Pump 1773 (Scale), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2), 1837-1909 (OS). 
Pump, Straffan Rd E., site unknown. 1850 (OS). 

19 Health 
Spa Well, 0.25 km W. of M i l l St. 1837 (OS), 1851 (College maps). 
Infirmary, in building leased to barrack board, location unknown, perhaps in former barracks (see 

12 Defence). 1818 (Leinster abstracts, i i , 18). 
Cholera hospital, location unknown. Operated by Maynooth board of health, 20 beds occupied 

1832, 1833 (Cholera papers). 
Dispensary, location unknown, perhaps same as next entry. 1830 (HC 1830 (665), v i i , 705), 1832 

(Cholera papers). Maintained by duke of Leinster 1837 (Lewis, i i , 350); 1846 (Pari, gaz., 
i i , 742). 

Dispensary, Dublin Rd N. (40007820). 1850 (Val. 2). See also previous entry. 
Dispensary, Court House Sq. S., part of doctor's residence (see 22 Residence: Larine) 

(38907660). c. 1864-r. 1916 (Val. 3), 1873 (OS). 
Dispensary, Main St N. (38007715). 1880-r. 1916 (Val. 3). 

20 Education 
College of the Blessed Virgin Mary, location unknown, perhaps W. of town. Licence granted by 

Henry V I I I to Garret, 9th earl of Kildare, for establishment of college in 1515 (Red Bk 
Kildare, 176-8). Confirmed by Archbishop Will iam Rokeby in 1518 (Dignitas Decani, 
83). Damaged by warfare in 1534-5 (Lyons, 145). Closed by 1538; 'no buildings on the 
site save an old house inhabited by the rector... of Maynooth' 1540 (Extents Ir. mon. pos
sessions, 174). Surrendered by provost in 1540^1 (Cal. S.P. Ire.. 1509-1573, 58). 
'College house' leased to John Kelly of Maynooth in 1551 (Fiants. Edw. VI, 747). 31-
year lease of possessions of 'late college' to Sir N . Ratcliffe in 1577 (Fiants, Eli:., 3115). 
See also 11 Religion: St Mary's Church; 14 Primary production: College park. 

St Patrick's College. Opened at Stoyte House (see 22 Residence) on 58-acre site leased by 2nd 
duke of Leinster in 1795 (Healy, 140, 146; RD 491/301/318162). St Patrick's College, 
incorporating Stoyte House, architect Michael Stapleton, foundation stone laid in 1796, 
occupied in 1799; temporary residence completed in 1798, converted to lay college (see 
sub-entry below) in 1800, converted to infirmary in c. 1804, demolished and replaced by 
new infirmary in c. 1860; New House completed in 1809; Dunboyne House built in 1815 
(Corish, 16-19, 3 3 ^ , 64). Lay College, Riverstown Lodge (see sub-entry below), incor
porated into St Patrick's College in 1817 (RD 722/427/493562). 350 students 1820; 450 
students 1830 (Corish, 63). Roman Catholic College, buildings on 3 sides of quadrangle 
(St Joseph's Square), Riverstown Lodge 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2). Wall enclosing most 
of property built in 1824-6; Rhetoric and Logic houses added to S. side of Riverstown 
Lodge to form Junior College in 1831-3; hospital built in 1835-6 (Corish, 65-6). Royal 
College of St Patrick: ball court, brewery, hospital, library, sheep paddock, Students' 
Walk, watch house; Junior College: ball court, junior hospital 1837 (OS). Major exten
sions on 3 sides of 2nd quadrangle (St Mary's Square) built to master plan by A.W. Pugin 
in c. 1845-51 (College maps; Maxnooth rept, 65, 184, sketches facing 279). Senior infir
mary, architect J.J. McCarthy, built in 1862-3 (Ir. Builder, i i i (1862), 546; iv (1863), 44). 
Royal College of St Patrick: ball courts, board room, chapel, hospital with chapel, lodge, 
pump, stables; Dunboyne House with chapel; St Mary's House with pump; St Patrick's 
House with billiard room, dining room, 2 libraries, news room; bake house, chapel, 2 
chimneys, engine house, kitchen, pond, refectory, tramway, weigh bridge, windlass; 
Junior College: St Bridget's House with chapel, cross, dining hall, fountain, 2 pumps; St 
Columba's House with chapel; 2 ball courts, junior hospital, graveyard 1873 (OS). 
Chapel, architect J.J. McCarthy, begun in 1875, consecrated in 1891 (Corish, 192, 196; 
LL 27.6.1891). Aula Maxima built in 1892-3 (wall plaque; Corish, 204). Spire, 250 feet 
high, adjacent to chapel, built in 1899-1902 (wall plaque; //•. Builder, x l i i i (1901), 873; 
Corish, 272). Royal College of St Patrick: ball alleys, burial ground, 4 chapels, chimney, 
engine house, hospital with chapel, library, lodge, weigh machine; Junior College; 2 ball 
alleys, chapel, junior hospital 1909 (OS). New Arts Building, Kilcock rd N . , completed 
in 1977 (Corish, 395). St Patrick's College: ball alleys, burial ground, 4 chapels, engine 
house, hospital with chapel, tennis ground, weigh bridge; Junior House: ball alleys, ten
nis ground; hostels, pavilion 1977 (OS). John Paul I I Library opened in 1984; Callan 
Science Building opened in 1993 (Corish, 398, 434). See also 15 Manufacturing: malt-
house, M i l l St W.; distillery, M i l l St W. 

Lay College, in former temporary residence (see above): opened in 1800 (DEP 8.4.1800), 
moved to new premises in 1802, see next entry. 

Lay College: Riverstown Lodge (see 22 Residence) leased for use as lay college for educa
tion of sons of R.C. 'nobility and gentry' in 1802 (RD 550/107/362809; Healy, 318; 
Corish, 40-42); new halls built in 1803 (DEP 24.9.1803); incorporated into St Patrick's 
College in 1817 (see above). 

Brewery: 1837 (OS); replaced by gas works in c. 1861, see next entry. 
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Gas works: built in 1861 —4 (//'. Builder, i i i , 546; Seymour, 177, 181); gas works, gasometer, 
chimney 1873; gas works, chimney 1909; closed in c. 1939^40; demolished by c. 1960 
(local information). 

Quarry, said to have been on site of later reservoir, see next entry: mid-19th cent., connected 
with college building works (local information). 

Reservoir and water works: reservoir said to have occupied site of quarry, see previous entry 
(local information); reservoir, sluice, valve, pump house 1873; reservoir, 2 filters, 2 
hydraulic rams, sluice, weighing machine, weir 1909 (OS); disused after connection of 
college to public water supply in c. 1951 (local information); reservoir, weir, sluices 1977 
(OS). 

School, location unknown. 'Cabin employed for a schoolhouse' 1684 (Rent roll , 1684). 
Church Education Society school. Parson St W. (36307580), C. of I . charity school for boys built 

with legacy of John Foulkes in 1702 (Blacker, 1867, 8; Quane). Rebuilt in 1770 and 1828 
(Blacker, 1867, 6-7). Parish school, 2 boys, 8 girls 1826 (//-. educ. rept 2, 626-7). 5 boys, 
5 girls 1835 {Publ. instr. rept 2, 100b). Unnamed 1837 (OS). Parish schoolhouse 1840 
(Val. 1). Church Education Society school 1850 (Val. 2). Demolished in c. 1859 during 
renovation of adjoining St Mary's Church (see 11 Religion) and opening of parish school, 
Leinster St E. (q.v.) (Blacker, 1867, 7). 

Charter School, Dillon's Row E. (39907960). C. of I . 4 plantation acre site leased by 20th earl of 
Kildare to Incorporated Society for the Promotion of English Protestant Schools in 
Ireland in 1747 ( N L I . MS 19923, 391). Charter School opened in 1750 (Ir. educ. rept I , 
26; Noble and Keenan, 1750). Charter House School 1757 (Rocque). Charter School 
1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1783 (Taylor). Closed in 1819 (Endowed schools rept, 132-3). 
Converted to Presentation Convent (see 11 Religion) in 1824. See also 22 Residence: 
Crom-a-boo Lodge; Dillon's Row. 

Revd Morgan's school. Main St N . (39307775). c. 1764 (FDJ 6-10.3.1764). 
Poor schools, location(s) unknown, perhaps same as next entry. Opened in c. 1807, over 100 

pupils 1813 (DEP 3.8.1813, 17.8.1813). 
Free school. Court House Sq. W., in former temporary barrack (see 12 Defence). Free school 

1821 (Sherrard el til. 1, 2). Free school, R.C., supported by duke of Leinster, 65 boys, 50 
girls 1826 (Ir. educ. rept 2, 626-7). Boys' day school, 90 pupils 1835 (Publ. instr. rept 2, 
100b). Poor school, to be closed on opening of new school (see below, National School) 
1840 (Val. 1). Partly demolished 1841 (Val. 1). Free school holding 1842 (Greene). 

Revd Andrew Staunton's school, private, protestant, location unknown, perhaps Parson St E. 10 
boys 1826 (//'. educ. rept 2, 626-7). 

John McSweeny's school, private, R.C.. location unknown. 44 boys, 9 girls 1826 (//: educ. rept 
2,626-7). 

James Reilly's school, private, R.C., location unknown. 25 boys, 8 girls 1826 (Ir. educ. rept 2, 
626-7). 

Mary Roe's school, private, R.C., location unknown. 3 boys, 8 girls 1826 (Ir. educ. rept 2, 
626-7). 

Presentation Convent national school. Convent Lane E., R.C., girls. Foundation stone laid in 
1826; became national school in 1831 (Cullen, 42). 150 girls 1835 (Publ. instr. rept 2, 
100b). Female National School 1850 (Val. 2), 1873; schoofl909 (OS). 208 girls 1856 (Ir. 
educ. rept 23, i i , 130-31). 231 girls and 58 boys 1883 (//'. educ. rept 50, 532). Closed, 
pupils transferred to new school, in 1971 (Cullen, 42). In use as Montessori school; 
closed in 1992; converted to Charter House apartments in 1993—4 (local information). 

Presentation Convent industrial school, R.C., girls. Opened for the manufacture of hats, bonnets 
and clothes in 1828; closed in 1841 (Cullen, 42). 

Infant school, location unknown. 11 pupils 1835 (Publ. instr. rept 2, 100b). 
Private daily school, location unknown. 52 boys 1835 (Publ. instr. rept 2, 100b). 
National School. Pound Lane N. , boys, R.C., in former R.C. Chapel (see 11 Religion). Opened 

in 1841 (Val. 1). 1873; school 1909 (OS). Closed in 1943 (Cullen, 42). Hall 1977 (OS). 
Band hall 1995. 

Parish School, Leinster St E.. C. of I . 1-roomed school, designed by E. McAlister in 1860 (LR). 
Opened in c. 1860 on closure of Church Education Society school (q.v.). School house 
1862 (Val. 3), 1873. 1909 (OS). Closed in c. 1935; converted to social club (Cullen, 44). 
Catholic Young Men's Society Hall 1939; hall 1977 (OS). Geraldine Hall 1995. 

21 Entertainment 
Ballroom. Main St S. (38207695). 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). 1784 (De Bombelles, 234), 1789 (DEP 

3.9.1789). Part of inn holding 1821 (see 16 Trades and services: Leinster Arms). 
Ball court. Parson St N . , against E. wall of castle keep (see 12 Defence) (36207650). Ball alley 

1781, 1795 (Sherrard, 1781, 1795). Ball court 1821 (Sherrard etai. 1, 2), 1850 (Val. 2). 
Ball alley. Straff an Rd W. 1873-1977 (OS). Derelict 1995. 
Club house kennel, perhaps for hunt pack, Leinster St E. (37707615). Club House kennel, dog 

kennel 1841 (Val. 1). 
Pleasure ground. Parson St N . , in grounds of Maynooth Castle (q.v.). Laid out by 3rd duke of 

Leinster for 'the inhabitants of Maynooth' in 1848 (Blacker, 1860, 20). Pleasure ground 
1859 (Val. 3). Unnamed 1873-1977 (OS). 

Town hall, in Court House Sq., in former courthouse (see 13 Administration). Property of dukes 
of Leinster, opened in 1884 (KO 10.1.1885). 2-storey pedimented building with gallery 
(LL 21.10.1893). Town hall 1899 (LL 4.3.1899). 'Contained a very fine ballroom, concert 
rooms, supper rooms, etc.'. burnt in 1920 (LL 22.5.1920). Bus shelter and toilets built on 
site in 1977-8 (Cullen, 16); demolished in 1995. 

Maynooth Football Park, Straffan Rd W. (39307470). Donated to Maynooth Crom Abu Club and 
people of Maynooth by Lord Frederick FitzGerald in 1900 (GAA souvenir programme, 
108). Maynooth Football Park 1902 (RD 1903/80/270). Harbour Field 1995. 

22 Residence 
Single and paired houses 
Council House, Parson St W. (35907590). Perhaps 16th-cent., perhaps used by lord deputy's 

council in c. 1500-52 (FitzGerald, 23-4). Council House, 'strongly built of stone' 1629 
(Earl's letter book); 1684 (Rent roll , 1684). Council House, orchard, garden and 61 acres 
called Tyrad leased by James McManus 1696 (Rent roll , 1704), 1725 (RD 47/282/30604). 
Unnamed rectangular building, formal garden, avenue on site of later Students' Walk (see 
20 Education: St Patrick's College) 1757 (Rocque). Council House 1773 (Scale). 
Unnamed, Francis McManus 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). Demolished on construction of 
Stoyte House (q.v.) on adjoining site (Blacker, 1860, 18). 

Bailiff's house, location unknown. 'Thomas Cormack's house and garden ... which is the 
bailiff's freedom' 1684 (Rent roll , 1684). 

Rectory, Parson St E. Perhaps built in c. 1726 (local information). Part of c. 6-acre glebe leased 
by 20th earl of Kildare to Daniel Letablere, vicar of Laraghbryan, in exchange for 
Laraghbryan glebe in 1748 (RD 135/409/92018). Unnamed 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 
1750), 1757 (Rocque), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2). Rectory 1837 (OS). Extended in c. 
1857 (Parish records); 1873-1977 (OS). Sold in 1980 (local information). Private resi
dence 1995. 

House, detached, Parson St E. (36607560). Unnamed 1750 (Noble and Keenan, 1750), 1757 
(Rocque), 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2), 1837 (OS), 1850 (Val. 2). 
W. gable end removed during road widening by 1873; unnamed 1873-1981 (OS). Castle 
View House 1995. 

Gate lodge, Dublin Rd N . (40107790). Porter's lodge 1757 (Rocque), 1773 (Scale), 1781 
(Sherrard, 1781). Extended by 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2). Unnamed 1837; gate lodge 
1873, lodge 1909, 1939; unnamed 1977 (OS), 1995. 

House, Convent Lane E. (39157940). Unnamed 1773 (Scale), 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1821 
(Sherrard et al. 1, 2), 1837-1977 (OS). ' A newly repaired dwelling . . . for [the duke's] 
agriculturalist' 1840 (Val. 1). Butler's House 1995 (nameplate). 

Riverstown Lodge. Parson St W.. partly on site of Gregory's orchard (see 14 Primary produc
tion). Built by John Stoyte the elder, by 1780^(RD 330/520/224699; 353/86/236468; 
456/255/292623). Rivers Town Lodge, porter's lodge 1781 (Sherrard, 1781). Leased on 
behalf of St Patrick's College (see 20 Education) in 1802. 

House, Parson St N . , 2 storeys, in grounds of Maynooth Castle (see 12 Defence), c. 1780 
(Ashford 2). Unnamed, held with malthouse and distillery, M i l l St W. (see 15 
Manufacturing) 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1,2). Bow-fronted extension 
added by c. 1800 (College view; Gatehouse view). Unnamed 1837 (OS). In decay 1840 
(Val. 1). 

Larine, Court House Sq. S. Unnamed, residence of parish priest 1781 (Sherrard, 1781), 1799 
(RD. 761/179/516715), 1821 (Sherrard et al. 1,2; RD 761/179/516715). Unnamed 1837 
(OS), 1840 (Val. 1). Rebuilt, extended by c. 1850 (Val. 2), part in use as dispensary c. 
1864-c. 1916 (see 19 Health). Larine 1902 (RD 1902/78/128), 1995 (name plaque). 
Lyreen 1909-77 (OS). In use as constabulary barracks c. 1921 (Val. 3). 

Stoyte House, Parson St W., on lands of former Council House (q.v.). Built on lands of John 
Stoyte junior (RD 491/301/318162). ' A n elegant new built house .. . fit for any family of 
distinction' 1792 (DEP 10.4.1792-28.7.1795). 5-bay, 3-storey house, square ground plan 
1795 (Healy, 140, 146; Sherrard, 1795). Leased on behalf of trustees of St Patrick's 
College in 1795 (see 20 Education). 

House, detached, Main St S. (37007645). Former property of Michael Stapleton (see 20 
Education: St Patrick's College) 1801 (DEP 17.9.1801; RD 547/113/360255). Unnamed 
1821 (Sherrard et al. 1, 2), 1837-1977 (OS), 1995. Burnt in c. 1921 (Val. 3). 

Crom-a-boo Lodge, Convent Lane E., on part of former Charter School grounds (see 20 
Education). Built by John Dillon in c. 1836 (Val. 2); 1837 (OS). Cottage 1840 (Val. 1). 
Leased by Presentation order in 1870 (see 11 Religion). Crom-a-boo Lodge 1873, 1909; 
demolished by 1972 (OS). 

Parochial house, Moyglare Rd E. Unnamed 1837 (OS). 'New house' 1840; built by the parish
ioners (Val. 1,2). Parochial house 1873-1977 (OS), 1995. 

Alms house for widows, Parson St E. (36607520). Supported by duchess of Leinster 1840 (Val. 
1) . 

House, detached, Dublin Rd S. (40807750). Newly built, 'large enough for a gentleman . . . in 
rather an indifferent site' 1850 (Val. 2). Unnamed 1873-1977 (OS), 1995. 

House, detached. M i l l St W. (36257790), associated with Maynooth Manor Mil ls (see 15 
Manufacturing). Unnamed 1850 (Val. 2), 1873-1977 (OS), 1995. 

Presbytery, Leinster St W. Built in c. 1903 (Val. 3); 1909 (OS). Converted to presbytery in c. 1925 
(Val. 3); 1977 (OS), 1995. 

Rows and terraces 
Convent Lane W., 10 1-storey, slate-roofed houses. Built by 1773 (Scale). Labourers' houses 

1821 (Sherrard etal. 2). Unnamed 1837 (OS). Returns and outoffices added in 1849 (Val. 
2) . Unnamed 1873; part of Leinster Cottages 1909-77 (OS). 

Cross Lane N . , 8 1-storey, slate-roofed houses. Built by 1773 (Scale). Labourers' houses 1821 
(Sherrard et al. 2). Unnamed 1837 (OS). Returns and outoffices added in 1849 (Val. 2). 
Unnamed 1873; part of Leinster Cottages 1909-77 (OS). 

Double Lane E. (38707860), 10 1-storey, slate-roofed houses. Built by 1773 (Scale). Labourers' 
houses 1821 '(Sherrard et al. 2). Unnamed 1837 (OS). Returns and outoffices added in 
1849 (Val. 2). Unnamed 1873; part of Leinster Cottages 1909-77 (OS). 

Dillon's Row, Dillon's Row E., 10 1-storey, slate-roofed houses. Built by John Dillon in c. 1825 
(RD 1872/7/211). Unnamed 1837; Dillon's Row 1873, 1909 (OS). Partly demolished, 4 
cottages remaining 1977 (OS). Remainder demolished in c. 1984 (local information). 

Pound Lane [west] N. , 8 2-storey, slate-roofed houses. Unnamed 1837-1977 (OS). 

A P P E N D I X A 
James Montgomery's description of Maynooth, March 1850 (Valuation Office house book 5.2857. 
Town of Maynooth). 

The town of Maynooth is much better than any of the others in the Celbridge Union. Owing to 
railway works and works at the building of the new additions to the Royal College of St Patrick for 
the last four years, it has been crowded with tradesmen and labourers and their superintendents. 
Several of the middle landlords have in consequence taken advantage of the demand for lodgings of 
various descriptions, and have raised the rents of houses (mostly weekly) far beyond a fair rateable 
value. On the other hand the houses held directly from the duke of Leinster are nearly as much below 
their rateable value. 

The duke of Leinster has about thirty small houses and half a dozen large ones directly in 
connexion with himself; the remainder of the town belongs to middle landlords most of whom are of 
the avaricious class. 

The town is clean and generally the houses in good order and built of substantial materials. 
As soon as the College buildings are completed, there is every reason to suppose that the weekly 

rents must be brought down, and in anticipation of this I propose that in setting the value of this town 
I shall adhere pretty close to the estimate I have made of each tenement. 

There is no market. There are two fairs of little consequence. There are no tolls charged of any sort. 
The poor law valuation of which I have given extensive extracts is high — much too high on the 

small houses, being often as high as a full weekly rent — on the whole however I think of a better 
valuation than that of Kilcock or Leixlip and it is not so much complained of because weekly rents 
have been pretty well paid in Maynooth for the last four years in consequence of the public works that 
have been in progress. 

Main Street seen from the College. C.18.S0 (Guinness) 

S E L E C T E D B I B L I O G R A P H Y AND K E Y T O A B B R E V I A T I O N S 
(Other abbreviations are explained on the back cover.) 

ALC The Annals of Loch Ce: a chronicle of Irish affairs from A.D. 1014 to A.D. 
1590. Ed. W.'M. Hennessy. 2 vols. London, 1871. 

Alen's reg. Calendar of Archbishop Alen's register, c. 1172-1534. Ed. Charles McNeil l . 
Dublin, 1950. 

Anal. Hib. Analecta Hibernica. Dublin, 1930-. 
Ashford 1 Ashford, Will iam. The ruins of Maynooth Castle with other buildings, from 

the north-east, c. 1780. Oils. In private ownership. Reproduced in Leinster, 
facing p. 226. Reproduced as engraving in Taylor. 

Ashford 2 Ashford, Will iam. The ruins of Maynooth Castle with other buildings, from 
the south-east, 1780. Oils. In private ownership. Reproduced in Leinster, 
facing p. 228. Part reproduced as engraving in Taylor. 

Blacker, 1860 Blacker, George. Castle of Maynooth. Dublin, 1860. 
Blacker. 1867 Blacker, George. A record of the history of Maynooth church. Dublin, 1867. 

Bowering, Lynne, Reilly, PA. and Whitaker, Peter. The plants and grounds 
of Maynooth College. Dublin, 1995. 

Byrne Byrne, F.J. Irish kings and high-kings. London, 1973. 
Carton map ' A map of part of the lands of Maynooth, Waterstown, Blakestown, Criefs-

town, Kellystown, Carton and Magady . . . ' , [c. 1748], scale 40 Irish perches 
to an inch. Location unknown; reproduced in FitzGerald, facing p. 34. 

Castle plan ' A ground plot of the castle of Maynooth .. . ', [c. 1634], scale approximately 
40 feet to an inch. Two versions: (1) location unknown, formerly at Carton, 
Co. Kildare, reproduced in Stokes, p. 237; (2) Russell Library, St Patrick's 
College, Maynooth, reproduced in Seymour, p. 168. 

Cholera papers Board of health cholera papers for Co. Kildare, 1832—4. N A I . 
Cokayne C[okayne], G.E. The complete peerage ... . 12 vols. 2nd ed., London, 

1910-59. 
Colgan, John. 'Abstracts from the Dublin to Mull ingar turnpike 
commissioners/trustees minute books'. In KASJ, xv i i i , pt 2 (1994-5), pp 
225^16. 
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Cullen 
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Delany and Delany 

DEP 
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DS 

Dublin tour 
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Greene 

Grosart 
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Healy 

Horner, 1969 

Horner, 1975 
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Ir. educ. rept 1 

Ir. educ. rept 2 

Ir. educ. rept 23 

Ir. educ. rept 50 

Kelly 

KO 
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Leinster abstracts 
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LL 
LR 
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McNeill 
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MN 
Monk 

N A I wills 

Noble and Keenan, 
1750 
Noble and Keenan, 
1752 
OS 

Otway-Ruthven, 1959 

Parish records 
Redevelopment plan 

St Patrick's College and Maynooth Castle, [c. 1800]. Watercolour. Artist 
unknown. St Patrick's College, Maynooth. 
(1) Jackson, Nathaniel. 'Survey of part of the lands of Saint Patrick's 
College, Maynooth', 1850, scale 80 feet to three-quarters of an inch; (2) 
Fraser, James. 'Outline plan [of the college] submitted for approval, 1851', 
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