
~ 1 ~

New-Netherland 
A trading colony in the New World  

Lesson book – For the Hudson Year

HAVO/VWO 3 and 4



~ 2 ~

Netherlands Atlantic Association
Bezuidenhoutseweg 237-239
2594 AM The Hague
info@atlcom.nl
www.atlantischecommissie.nl 

ISBN 978-90-73329-19-5

First edition 2009

Editors
The text was written under the auspices of the Education Committee of the Netherlands Atlantic Association by Jan-Jouke 
Mulder and Wietske Stans (interns at the Netherlands Atlantic Association, September – December 2008) with revisions 
by Berdien Wiegant and Matthijs van Duijn (interns at the Netherlands Atlantic Association, January – April 2009). Hans 
Krabbendam provided guidance in terms of content. Maaike Dingemans-Derix was responsible for the fi nal editing.

Translation: Nora Delaney and Kate Delaney.

Cover: New Netherland: Peter Stuyvesant and a Native American (photo: Panoramio).

Design and printing: Thieme MediaCenter Nijmegen.

The publication of this lesson booklet has been made possible by a generous grant from the US Embassy in The Hague.

© 2009 Netherlands Atlantic Association.

All rights reserved. No material from this publication may be copied, saved in a computerized database, or made public in any 
form or manner, whether electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or any other manner, without prior written permis-
sion from the Netherlands Atlantic Association.

Publisher’s note: we have made all possible efforts to determine copyright owners. If persons or bodies intend to make claim 
to specifi c rights, please contact the publisher.



~ 3 ~

Preface
Back in the days when everyone still smoked, I used to fetch packs of Peter Stuyvesant cigarettes for my mother; the pack is 
still an icon from the image archive of my youth. I don’t know if it still looks the same, but if I close my eyes I can picture the 
image exactly. A man dressed in a fl amboyant, three musketeers-like outfi t stood proudly and bravely depicted on the back 
of the pack. Below were the words (in white letters on a red background): The man who founded New York. The text was in 
English and my mother had to translate it into Dutch for me since I could hardly read yet, let alone understand English. But 
one thing was clear: this Peter was not to be mocked, and his character made a deep impression me. Whenever I looked at 
the image, I felt a kind of pride burning in my chest: this countryman (I had no doubts that he was Dutch) had jolly well found-
ed the largest city in America; this forefather’s fame refl ected on me as well! I knew that New York back then didn’t look the 
way it looks now, but still: the visionary outlook – to found something there – was wonderful! Later, all kinds of historical facts 
became intertwined with that image and I began to have doubts and worry about whether or not Stuyvesant was a historical 
interloper—because, after all, hadn’t Columbus appeared on the scene earlier? What, exactly, had Stuyvesant founded? And 
was there any truth to the story that New York was traded for Suriname? I had traded stamps with a friend, but you couldn’t 
do something like that with cities or countries, could you? I resolved to ask my teacher – who knew everything – as soon as 
possible.

This booklet defi nitively clears up all the uncertainties that occupied me back then: the history of the origin of New 
Amsterdam is described in clear language, starting with the moment that Henry Hudson set a course to the west. The booklet 
fulfi lls all the requirements of an educational tool. It is concise but still has all the information; it is explanatory but not pedan-
tic; it asks questions but also provides answers; and – perhaps the best recommendation of all – it is written in highly readable 
English. For these reasons, I again feel a sense of pride, but this time it is because I have been asked to write a preface to this 
publication by the Netherlands Atlantic Association: a booklet that I highly recommend.

Hans Luyendijk
Chairman of the Education Committee of the Netherlands Atlantic Association
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Introduction 
The year 2009 marks 400 years of relations between the Netherlands and America. In 1609, Henry Hudson discovered the 
island of Manhattan. On this island, the Dutch established a settlement called New Amsterdam. This settlement would eventu-
ally grow into present-day New York. For this reason, 2009 has been proclaimed Hudson Year. 

This lesson booklet focuses on the Hudson Year. In history classes, much attention is paid to the Dutch Revolt and colonialism. 
However, few of you are familiar with New Netherland. Perhaps you know that New York once belonged to the Dutch. But 
what happened, exactly? This booklet will give you that information.

What caused people to undertake a long and dangerous voyage across the ocean? Why did they establish settlements in the 
wilderness? Who were the people who lived in these colonies? You will learn the answers to these and other questions.

This lesson booklet is made up of three chapters. Each chapter contains a number of sub-sections and one in-depth com-
ponent. In the back of the booklet there is a timeline and an extensive list of concepts and people. All the words and names 
printed in orange can be found on the list. 

The fi rst chapter is concerned with the motives for exploring the world. It also explains why European states built settlements 
far away from their own lands. 

The second chapter focuses on daily life in New Netherland, including how the settlers interacted with the Native Americans. 
Life in a colony was not always easy. For this reason, we will also look at the problems that arose.

In 1664, the Dutch colony was conquered by the English. Still, the Dutch infl uence did not end here. The third and fi nal chap-
ter shows how this infl uence continued long after the Dutch left.

We, the authors, hope you enjoy reading this booklet! 

Jan-Jouke Mulder
Wietske Stans 
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Chapter 1 Voyages of Discovery
In this chapter you will learn why people went on voyages of discovery in Henry Hudson’s 

time and what motives played a role in their decisions. In the in-depth section, you can 

learn more about the instruments that he needed on his ocean-crossing voyage.

1.1 Introduction
When Henry Hudson left Amsterdam 
harbor in 1609 on the Dutch East India 
Company ship ‘The Half Moon’, he 
was already on his third long voyage 
of discovery. He was certainly not the 

only explorer. As the technology of 
sailing ships had improved, Europe 
had increasingly more trade with the 
Indies, which were the source of many 
exotic products that were worth a lot 
of money in Europe. A voyage to the 

Indies and back by boat lasted about 
eight months and many crewmen died 
during the trip because of illness or 
storms at sea. Traders and explorers 
thought that the Indies might also be 
reached by another route. The goal of 
most voyages of discovery at that time 
was to discover a new sea route to the 
Indies which might be faster and thus 
cheaper. 

Instead of fi nding this new passage, 
however, the discoverers kept encoun-
tering new lands. In 1492, for example, 
Christopher Columbus accidentally 
‘discovered’ America. In his search 
for a western route to the Indies, he 
landed on a Caribbean island. It was 
only when Amerigo Vespucci made in 
journey in 1499-1500 that it became 
clear that Columbus had not landed 
in the Indies but on a completely new 
continent. Until his death Columbus 
himself even denied this was the case. 
The new continent was fi nally named 
America after Amerigo Vespucci.

Duplicate of the Half Moon 

Christopher Columbus 

1492 15811568
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In this chapter we will examine why 
voyages of discovery were made 
and how these voyages occurred. In 
section 1.2 you will read about the 
power struggles between different 
European countries that extended over 
the whole world through voyages of 
discovery. In section 1.3, we will look 
at trade interests, and in section 1.4. 
we will examine adventure and the 
discovery of knowledge. Finally, in the 
in-depth component you will learn 
more about (experimental) naviga-
tion and cartography at the time of 
Hudson’s voyage. 

1.2 Power Struggles in 
Europe
In the 16th century, the Netherlands 
that we know today did not exist. What 
is now the Netherlands was then made 
up of provinces which were part of 
Catholic Spain. At the start of the 16th 
century, many Dutch people began 
to feel drawn towards Protestantism. 
The inhabitants of the provinces no 
longer wanted to be part of Catholic 
Spain and began to revolt in 1568. In 
1581 they proclaimed the Republic of 
the Seven United Netherlands with 
the Act of Abjuration. The war only 
ended in 1648 when Spain recognized 
the independence of the Republic. 

The Dutch Revolt, which is also known 
as the Eighty Years’ War, coincided to 
a large extent with the Golden Age. 
This term roughly refers to the 17th 
century when the Republic reached an 
economic highpoint and became one 
of the wealthiest seafaring powers in 
Europe.

During the revolt, the Dutch tried to in-
terrupt Spain’s trade with her colonies 
as much as possible and even get its 
own share. Piet Hein, a Dutch naval 
offi cer, captured the Spanish treasure 

fl eet in 1628. He is still known to this 
day for this act.
Thus Hudson lived in a turbulent time 
when there were many wars and con-
fl icts. Spain and Portugal had become 
the most powerful countries in Europe 
from the end of the Middle Ages 
(around 1500). Later, the Netherlands, 
England, and France would take over 
this position. Spain and Portugal sent 
many explorers out across the world to 
fi nd places to trade with. In the Treaty 
of Tordesillas, drawn up by Pope 
Alexander VI in 1494, they divided the 
newly discovered continent of America 
into two parts. This treaty was drawn 
up in order to prevent a competitive 
struggle between the two powers. 
Spain conquered the empires of the 
Incas and Aztecs; Portugal received 
the area that is now Brazil. Spain’s and 
Portugal’s wealth grew through trade 
in silver and gold. 

France and England also sent ships out 
to explore the seas and set up trad-
ing posts.  Around the end of the 16th 
century, Portugal lost much of it power 
and even became a part of Spain. A 
struggle for power over possession 
of the overseas trading posts domi-
nated relations between the different 
European powers.

Piet Hein
Piet Hein (1577-1629) captured the Spanish treasure fl eet near Mexico in 1628. In 1844 a 
song, based on an earlier tune, was written to honor this deed. This song is still sung today on 
holidays. 

Have you heard of the treasure fl eet
The treasure fl eet of Spain?
It had many Spanish silver coins aboard
And apples of Orange
Piet Hein! Piet Hein
Piet Hein, his name is small
His deeds are big
His deeds are big
He captured the Treasure Fleet
He captured, captured the Treasure Fleet
He captured the Treasure Fleet

1602 1609 16481625
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In addition to the struggle for colonies, 
there were also religious wars between 
Catholics and Protestants in Hudson’s 
time. King Philip II of Spain tried to 
suppress the emerging Protestantism 
in the Dutch provinces and in Germany. 
The Dutch began their revolt for 
independence partly out of dissatisfac-
tion with this policy. All of Europe was 
involved in this religious divide. In 1555 
European rulers reached an agreement 
that the ruler of a particular region 
could enforce his own faith on his sub-
jects.  This principle was summed up 
with the Latin term ‘cuius regio, eius 
religio’ (translation: ‘whose realm, his 
religion’). This solution did not com-
pletely solve the problems. From 1618 
to 1648, the Thirty Years’ War raged 
over what is now German territory. 
Almost all the European powers fought 
against each other with mercenary 
armies in this very bloody struggle. 

In order to pay for wars and to gain 
advantage over other countries, states 
hired explorers like Hudson to discover 
new places and trading opportunities. 
Henry Hudson had already made two 
voyages of discovery for an English 
trading company. Since these trips had 
not been very successful, the company 
did not want to give him a new as-
signment. In contrast, the Dutch were 
prepared to take on the experienced 
seaman to further their own interests. 

1.3 Trade Interests
A cup of tea at breakfast, salt and 
pepper in our soup. Coffee, tea, and 
spices are the most normal things in 
the world for us. In Henry Hudson’s 
time, however, they were expensive 
and exotic products originating in the 
Far East. Europe had always traded 
with this region by land. The overland 
route was dangerous and took so long 
that many products were spoiled when 
they fi nally reached their destination. 
By roughly the 15th century shipbuild-
ing had advanced to the point that 

sailing ships had become seaworthy 
and much faster. Exotic products from 
Southeast Asia could now be shipped 
to Europe in great quantities and in 
less time. Due to great demand for 
these exotic novelties, much money 
could be earned in the spice trade. 
Pepper, for example, was called ‘black 
gold,’ and coffee and tea were drinks 
for the elite. Salting food (pickling) 
preserved it for consumption longer. 
If you think about the fact that people 
did not have refrigerators back then, 
you can imagine how popular salt must 
have been. 

The Portuguese started the trend of 
the spice trade with the Indies. From 
1498 to 1595 Portugal had a trading 
monopoly in this region. Over the 
years, the Republic developed suf-
fi cient knowledge about maps and 

navigational routes so that Dutch could 
undertake expeditions to the Indies 
from 1595. Various trading companies 
were established to fi nance these 
expeditions. In 1602, these independ-
ent companies banded together in the 
Dutch East India Company (In Dutch: 
VOC) in order to compete more suc-
cessfully with the Portuguese and also 
the English. To invest in expeditions, 
the VOC collected money by selling 
shares. People could buy a share of 
ownership of the company (in the form 
of a share certifi cate) and thus also 
share in the profi ts. 

Because of the competition between 
the different powers on the high seas, 
trading posts were established at im-
portant places in an attempt to secure 
the safe passage of goods. During the 
long voyage, ships had to stop at least 

A VOC share certifi cate 

1492 15811568
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once to replenish water and food. The 
Republic gave the VOC the right to 
occupy territories, wage war, and make 
international trade treaties. 

In the early 17th century there was 
fi erce competition not only among 
states but also among trading com-
panies. In order to drive out competi-
tion, states gave exclusive rights to 
routes and trade goods to trading 
companies like the VOC. This is also 
known as a monopoly. Having such a 
monopoly, the VOC could make more 
profi t. Another reason for enforcing 
monopolies was the high costs and 
risks of expeditions. Trading voyages 
could be better organized through 
monopolies. This made the journeys 
safer and reduced costs. The VOC, 
for instance, had a monopoly on 
the trade route around the Cape of 
Good Hope and through the Straits 

of Magellan. Between 1622 and 1670 
the company won exclusive rights to 
trade in nutmeg, mace, cinnamon, 
and cloves. Because of the monopoly 
system, it was important for other 
powers to fi nd new sea routes to this 
profi table part of the world. Traders 
and discoverers hoped that one could 
fi nd a way to reach the Indies through 
the Arctic Ocean north of Russia or via 
the Northwest Passage somewhere in 
North America. In section 1.1 you al-
ready learned that most explorers were 
really looking for a new passage to the 
Indies and kept encountering unknown 
territories this way. Henry Hudson’s ex-
pedition can also be seen in this light. 
The discoverer was hired by the VOC 
to fi nd the Northeast Passage to the 
Indies, but instead he became the fi rst 
European to set foot on the island of 

Manathans, which would 
grow to be the ‘center 
of the world’ 400 years 
later. 

1.4 Adventure 
and Science
Today products are usu-
ally ‘scientifi cally tested.’ 
Advertisements claim 
that ‘science’ has proven 
their product’s effec-
tiveness. In the Middle 
Ages, this was not the 
norm. Knowledge of the 
world was based on the 
Bible and the theories 
of the ancient Greek 
philosophers. From the 
end of the Middle Ages, 
however, people began 
to discover the world 
again. They realized that old ideas 
about the world didn’t always make 
sense. For this reason, they studied the 
world and tested their new insights. 
Thus began the rise of science in the 
Western world. 

Men like Copernicus and Galileo en-
gaged in astronomy. Newton discov-

ered new theories of physics. Through 
voyages of discovery, people saw that 
the world was both much larger and 
differently arranged than they had 
pictured it for centuries. All these new 
discoveries and ideas spurred curi-

Hudson with his son in a sloop at the end of 
his last voyage. 

The last two voyages of Henry Hudson. 

1602 1609 16481625
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He fi rst thought that this river was the 
passage he had been searching for. 
In his logbook he wrote that the bay 
was well-suited to serve as a harbor. 
He also observed that the land was 
excellently suited for agriculture. 
The land he was talking about was 
the island that the Native Americans 
called Manathans. This island formed 
the basis of the Dutch colony of New 
Netherland. Since he did not fi nd the 
passage on this journey, he tried again 
a year later. But during the exploration 
of what is now known as Hudson Bay 
in Canada, his crew mutinied. They 
put Hudson in a sloop with a few loyal 
crewmembers and his young son. He 
was never seen again. 

It was not until 1624 that colonization 
of the region called New Netherland 
really got started. The Republic was 
doing very well economically and that 
meant that few people wished to leave 
the Netherlands to become colonists. 
‘Fortunately’ many political refugees 
from all over Europe streamed into 
the Republic. The Republic was known 
for its tolerance towards people with 
different opinions and beliefs. Many 
of these refugees were attracted by 
the idea of starting a new life as a 
colonist. New Amsterdam was estab-
lished in 1625 and thus was Manathans 
(Manhattan) colonized. 

osity. Many people discovered new 
methods to explore the world. Henry 
Hudson also caught the discovery-bug. 
As a navigator, he knew the names 
of the great explorers like Columbus 
and Magellan. He was determined to 
discover the northern passage to the 
Indies. This would ensure that his name 
would join the ranks of other famous 
explorers. 

Hudson took up seafaring out of 
a desire for adventure and wealth. 
He was hired twice by the English 
Muscovy Company to discover the 
passage to the Indies. The Muscovy 
Company was a trading company, like 
the Dutch East India Company. His 
fi rst voyage in 1607 took him up by 
the North Pole. On his second voyage 
in 1608, he reached Novaya Zemlya 
north of Russia. The Dutch VOC hired 
him for his third trip. He was hired to 
discover the Northeast Passage above 
Russia. But Hudson was convinced that 
there was a route to the Indies via the 
Northwest Passage in North America. 
For this reason, he decided not to stick 
to his assignment and to head towards 
America instead. 

During his voyage, he sailed into what 
is now the Hudson River in New York. 


1492 Christopher Columbus discovers America

1568 The Eighty Years’ War begins

1581 Founding of the Republic of the Seven United Netherlands

1602 Founding of the Dutch East India Company (VOC)

1609 Henry Hudson discovers ‘Manathans’ island

1625 New Amsterdam is founded

1648 End of the Eighty Years’ War. Spain recognizes the independence of the Republic

1492 15811568
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Exercises
Exercise 1
The discovery of the island Manathans (Manhattan). 
a. Who discovered this island?
b.  In what year did he discover the island?
c. What was the name of his ship?
d.  Which trading company commissioned his voyage?

Exercise 2
Name fi ve seafaring powers from the 16th and 17th centuries. 

Exercise 3
In the 16th and 17th centuries there were many religious con-
fl icts between Protestants and Catholics. 
a.  Which of the following states were Catholic: England, 

Portugal, Spain, France, the Republic of the Seven United 
Netherlands?

b.  Explain the connection between these religious confl icts 
and voyages of discovery. 

Exercise 4
Trade in exotic products was very profi table.
a. Give 4 examples of these ‘exotic’ products. 
b.  In order to pay for the expensive voyages of discovery, 

the VOC and other trading companies tried to gain mo-
nopolies on products or trading routes. Why were these 
monopolies so important?

c.  Nowadays, governments try to restrict the formation of 
monopolies as much as possible. Why do you think this is 
the case?

d.  There remain a few services in the Netherlands today in 
which certain companies still have a monopoly. Try to fi nd 
an example using newspapers and/or the Internet.

e.  Also provide an example of a company that lost its mo-
nopoly position in the last few years. 

Exercise 5
Sea routes once discovered were kept secret. Why do you 
think that trading companies like the VOC did this?

Exercise 6
Henry Hudson was searching for a northern passage to the 
Indies.
a. Why was a passage through the North Pole not possible?
b.  It is still not possible to travel to Asia by sea from above 

Canada. Nevertheless, there is now a shorter sea route to 
Asia from America. Find this route using an atlas. 

c.  An alternative was also found for the eastern sea route to 
Asia. Find the canal that made this route possible.

Exercise 7
During his lifetime, Henry Hudson made four voyages of dis-
covery to fi nd the northern passage to the Indies. 
a. Name the four places he landed during his journeys.
b.  Hudson was not the only one who tried to fi nd the north-

ern passage. Use the atlas or the Internet to fi nd out which 
other explorers tried to do so.

Exercise 8
At the end of the Middle Ages, science was on the rise. Old 
worldviews based on the Bible seemed to no longer match 
reality. 
a.  Give a famous example of an old worldview that seemed 

to no longer hold true. 
b.  Explain the connection between the rise of science and 

the rise of voyages of discovery. 

Exercise 9
Explain in your own words what the following concepts mean:
a. Provinces
b. Cuius regio, eius religio
c. Colony
d. Trading monopoly
e. Share

1602 1609 16481625

The Half Moon encountering Native Americans in the Hudson River.
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In-depth: Navigation
A Jacob’s staff could be used to 
determine the latitude of your po-
sition on the map. To discover the 
longitude, you needed to measure 
how long you had traveled in a 
particular direction. This was not 
always a reliable method. Explor-
ers sometimes found themselves 
hundreds of kilometers off target, 
which led to the discovery of 
unknown areas. A nocturnal was 
a nocturnal sundial used to tell 
what time it was at night, and an astrolabe was a kind of map of the 
heavens which you could used to make more complicated calculations 
to determine your position. 

Knowing your location is of little use if you cannot reproduce it. Maps 
were not very precise in that period. Presenting the earth’s sphere on 
a flat surface proved problematic. Different cartographers tried to 
present as accurate an image as possible of the earth on a map. The 
Flemish map-maker Mercator was one of these cartographers, and his 
Mercator projection, invented in 1569, made it possible to sail in 
a straight line, which made marking your own position on a traveled 
course clearer and more precise. This map projection opened out the 
earth, as it were, so that it could be printed on a flat surface. The trou-
ble with Mercator projections is that the areas far from the equator 
appear larger than they are in reality. Despite these complex instru-
ments, Hudson never found the Northwest passage. But he wouldn’t 
have been able to find it even with a GPS system since the passage was 
blocked with pack ice. 

Exercise: Navigation
Match the description of various navigational instruments with the 
accompanying image.
a.  A compass is a navigational instrument which can determine 

direction in relation to North.
b.  The Mercator projection is a map projection which indicates 

your position at sea.
c.  The Jacob’s staff is a measuring instrument which determines the 

angle of the sun from the horizon.
d.  The astrolabe is an instrument made up of dials which can deter-

mine the position of the stars. 
e.  A nocturnal makes it possible to determine the time of night by 

the position of the Polestar. 

 

Do your parents have a GPS system in the car? It is certainly handy to 
no longer have to unfold a map on your lap to find your way when you 
are somewhere unfamiliar. If you have ever been inside the cabin of 
a modern ship, you’ve most likely noticed the radar system. All these 
useful ‘gadgets’ were not available in Henry Hudson’s time, however. 
In this in-depth section, you will learn how explorers knew where they 
were going.

In earlier times, sailors primarily used their naked eyes and their 
knowledge of the position of the sun and stars to navigate. Helmsmen 
tried as much as possible to travel parallel to the coastline. This was 
probably the case on journeys to the Indies around Africa. Unfortu-
nately, this technique would not work for crossing the ocean, so sailors 
primarily oriented themselves using the Polestar. 

Fortunately, by the time Hudson crossed the Atlantic Ocean, various 
instruments had been invented which Hudson could use for naviga-
tion. Just like today, speed was measured in knots. However, while 
today the speed automatically appears on a control panel, Hudson had 
to hang a knotted rope behind his boat to calculate how many knots 
per hour he was traveling. 

We all know compasses: they are handy if you get lost in the forest, 
and in Hudson’s time you could also use them to determine direction. 

A segment of the famous Piri Reis map. This portolan chart (sailing 
map) from 1513 gives an overview of the most frequently used sailing 
routes of the time. 

Image 1 Image 2 Image 3 Image 4 Image 5

Gerardus Mercator
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Chapter 2 New Netherland
In this chapter you will learn what daily life was like in New Netherland. The question you 

can ask is: ‘Was New Netherland really a new society?’ You will learn how the colony was 

governed, who lived there, and how they earned their daily bread. You will also learn 

about how the inhabitants interacted with the Native Americans. 

2.1 Government
From 1621 onwards, the Netherlands 
became increasingly interested in New 
Netherland, discovered by Hudson, 
and in overseas trade. In that year, 
the West India Company (WIC) was 
established to conduct trade with 
the American continent. Privateering 
against Spanish ships was again per-
mitted after a break (the Twelve Years’ 
Truce) in the Eighty Years’ War. In 1624 
the WIC sent its fi rst ship of colonists 
to New Netherland. There they es-
tablished the city of New Amsterdam 
in 1625. The WIC appointed Cornelis 
May as the fi rst governor of the colony. 

The governor was the absolute ruler of 
the colony. As a military commander, 
he solved problems on behalf of the 
WIC. This manner of governing was 
effective for the WIC’s trading posts, 
such as Curacao, for example. The 
New Netherland colony was more than 
just a regular trading post, however. 
Many inhabitants cooperated with 

the WIC but were not in the service 
of the company. New Netherland was 
made up not only of the city of New 
Amsterdam, but of many smaller set-
tlements as well. 
Many inhabitants were unhappy when 
the sixth governor, Willem Kieft, be-
gan a war against the Native Americans 

on his own initiative (see section 2.3). 
The war made trade with the Native 
Americans impossible. There were pro-
tests, and the inhabitants demanded 
more say in matters. Kieft put together 
an advisory council to deal with this 
demand. The council was made up of 
two people, including himself. The con-
fl ict heightened, and the inhabitants 
sent a letter to the WIC leadership and 
the States General. In the letter they 
asked that Kieft be removed and a new 
governor put in his place. 

This new governor arrived in 1647: 
Peter Stuyvesant. He was a tough 
leader and saw the letter about Kieft 
as a betrayal of the company. He did, 
however, reluctantly put together 
a council of nine ‘people of conse-
quence’ from the colony to advise him. 
He hoped that this would calm the 
colonists’ emotions. In the in-depth 
section you can read more about the 
struggle of the citizens to have more 
say in their government. 

The West India Company (WIC)
Henry Hudson sailed under the VOC fl ag when he landed on Manhattan is-
land. It was the West India Company (WIC), however, that was involved in the 
establishment of the New Netherland trading colony in 1624. This company 
was in existence from 1621 to 1792 and was responsible for trade with the 
western hemisphere. The ‘Heren XIX’ (College of Nineteen) governed the 
WIC. They represented the fi ve chambers of managers located in Amsterdam, 
Zeeland, Maze, Stad and Lande and Noorderkwartier. Until the peace with 

Spain in 1648, another goal of the company was at-
tacking Spanish ships (privateering). The most impor-
tant trading products of the WIC were tobacco, sugar, 
gold, and African slaves. In terms of profi tability, the 
WIC always remained the little brother of the VOC.

1621 16531643

Willem Kieft

Peter Stuyvesant
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Over the years, New Netherland had 
declined, and Krieft’s war had speeded 
up that process. Stuyvesant saw it as 
his duty to give the colony new life. 
The continued survival of the colony 
was also threatened by the surround-
ing English colonies. The Republic and 
England competed with each other for 
trade routes. This struggle resulted in 
three Anglo-Dutch wars in 30 years. 
Stuyvesant kept the borders of New 
Netherland secure through a number 
of treaties with leaders of the English 
colonies. 

In 1652 the citizens under the leader-
ship of Adriaen van der Donck got 
what they wanted. The States General, 
the government of the Dutch Republic, 
decided that Stuyvesant would be 
removed and that a municipal gov-
ernment would be installed instead.  
But then shortly after the fi rst Anglo-
Dutch war broke out this decision was 
overturned, and Stuyvesant remained 
governor. In 1653 New Amsterdam 
got its own city government and court 
of law. The new city blossomed, and 
citizens got more say.

2.2 Trade
Have you seen the Pirates of the 
Caribbean movies? Instead of follow-
ing the adventures of Jack Sparrow, 
the fi lms could have also been about 
Anthony van Salee, a Dutch-Moroccan 
pirate who married the fi rst prostitute 
of New Netherland Griet Reyniers. Or 
even better, the most infamous pirate 
of New Amsterdam, Willem Blauvelt. 

Pirates were not treated like criminals 
in New Netherland as Jack Sparrow 
was by the English authorities. What’s 
more, pirates and privateers were 
treated as respected members of soci-
ety in New Netherland. An important 
goal of the colony was to serve as a 
base of operations in the privateering 
against Spain in the Eighty Years’ War. 

There were also economic motives 
for establishing Dutch settlements in 
North America. New Netherland was 
primarily meant to be a trading post. 
The WIC wanted to use the territories 
for trade in wood and pelts. In addi-
tion, the good harbor on the island of 
Manathans (contemporary Manhattan) 
functioned as a link in the transport 
chain between Europe, South America, 
and the Caribbean. The most common 
forms of payment were Dutch guil-
ders, beaver skins, cattle, and sewant 
or wampum (bead chains 
made of seashells).

Despite the fact that the WIC con-
ducted successful trade on Manathans, 
around 1630 the colony as a whole 
was not profi table. In that period, New 
Netherland was completely depend-
ent on the (beaver-)pelt trade. Around 
1634, French from the north took 
away the Dutch trade with the Native 
Americans. The young Harmen van 
den Bogaert was given the hopeless 
assignment of making a dangerous 
trip in the middle of winter to fi nd 
unknown Native American villages 
inland. He had to persuade the Native 
Americans to resume doing business 
with the Dutch. In this task he was suc-
cessful, which helped the economy of 
New Netherland. 

Until 1640, the WIC had a monopoly 
on trade in the territory. This impeded 
the development of the region, howev-
er, since it allowed only limited trade. 
In 1640, New Netherland was declared 
a free-trade zone. New Amsterdam 
now became the most important 
harbor for trans-Atlantic trade. This 
decision drew many small businesses. 
Manathans traders were not interested 
in specialization: everyone did every-
thing. Bakers also brewed beer, and 
farmers ran inns. This freedom fostered 

Wall Street is named for the wall that stood 
in this location when New York was still New 
Amsterdam. Today Wall Street is the center 
of New York’s fi nancial and stock exchange 
district. 

Wampum

Seal of New Netherland 
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people’s productivity, and they could 
also earn more. Each colonist could 
become what he wanted.  

A negative consequence of free trade 
on Manhattan was the infl ux of poor 
quality sewant. This led to problems 
with payment. As a solution, the colony 
government issued an order to fi ne 
swindlers and to fi x the value of well-
polished sewant. 

Slaves were also important trading 
goods in New Netherland. At fi rst, the 
WIC did not want to dirty its hands 
with this trade. Finally, the company 
managers changed their opinion when 
it became clear how much money 
could be earned this way.

2.3 The Native Americans
When the Native Americans saw 
Hudson arrive in 1609 in his ‘big house 
with many colors,’ they paddled up to 
him. They showed him the products 
that they made. According to the 
ship’s crew, these Native Americans 
conducted themselves in a dignifi ed 
manner, but were cautious and curious. 
In other places there had been skir-
mishes with the local populations. The 
colonists and Native Americans were 
afraid of one another but treated each 

other with respect. Sometimes 
the profi table trade was inter-
rupted by violence. 

The Native Americans were 
as divided amongst them-
selves as were the European 
powers. They lived in tribes 
which differed dramatically 
from one another cultur-
ally and economically. There 
were, for example, Mohawk, 
Mohican, Lenape, Montauk, 
and Wickquasgeck tribes. 
The Native Americans com-
peted with one another for 
trade, just like the Dutch and 
English did. The WIC forbade 
colonists from entering the 
struggles between the Native 
Americans. Colonists also were 
required to deal honestly and 
fairly with the Native Americans. Still, 
there were confl icts. Throughout the 
existence of the colony, periods of vio-
lence alternated with times of peace. 
Native Americans would enter and 
leave the settlements to trade with the 
Europeans. Years after the English had 
conquered New Netherland, they still 
needed translators to speak with the 
Native Americans who had primarily 
learned only Dutch.

In 1626, Governor Peter Minuit 
bought the island of Manhattan from 
the Canarsee tribe. He paid for it with 
trade goods worth 60 guilders. This 
purchase is often seen as evidence of 
the scandalous treatment of the Native 
Americans by the Europeans.  But it 
was a good deal for both parties. The 
Native Americans weren’t familiar with 
property ownership, and thus they 
could not sell the island. They saw 
the agreement as a temporary rental 
contract rather than a permanent 
purchase. For the Native Americans, 
the contract was also a military treaty. 
The Europeans would now help them 
if a rival tribe attacked. The colonists 
were certainly aware of how the Native 
Americans viewed the agreement at 
the time.

In the 1640s, tensions arose between 
Native Americans and colonists. In 
1641, a Wickquasgeck murdered the 
colonist Claes Swits as revenge for the 
murder of his family 15 years earlier. 
Willem Kieft, who was governor at The purchase of Manhattan by Peter Minuit in 1626

The only (known) document which mentions 
the purchase of Manhattan by the Republic 
for 60 gulden

1621 1626 16471643 16531624 1625
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••
that time, further demanded that the 
Native Americans pay taxes. The latter 
refused and referred to earlier agree-
ments. Kieft began a war with the 
Native Americans in 1643. The New 
Netherlanders disapproved of Kieft’s 
war. They preferred to trade with 
the Native Americans; nevertheless, 
a bloody confl ict followed. Kieft was 
removed and, as you learned earlier, 
Stuyvesant was appointed the new 
governor. 
In 1655, Stuyvesant began a war 
against the Swedes to keep trade in 
the region secure for the Netherlands. 
The Swedes and the Native Americans 
had concluded a treaty and traded 
a lot with each other. The Native 
Americans carried out an attack on 
New Netherland to protect their trade 
with the Swedes. This short confl ict 
was called the Peach Tree War. For 
a long time, historians believed that 
the war was started because a Native 
American was murdered for stealing a 
peach. 

Often Native Americans are imagined 
as stereotypes, with peace pipes and 
headdresses. Some people see Native 
Americans as bloodthirsty savages; 
others see them as noble warriors 
who were not able to drive off the sly 
Europeans. In the 17th century, the 
colonists had a much more nuanced 

image. The Native Americans were 
trading partners, as well as friends and 
enemies.

2.4 The Population
Have you ever seen your own family 
tree? Perhaps you are the descendent 
of a historical celebrity! According to 
estimates, one million Americans today 
are descended from the ‘Adam and 
Eve’ of New Netherland, Joris Rapalje 
and Catalina Trico. These two Walloon 
orphans were among the fi rst colonists 
who dared to undertake the American 
adventure. Attracting colonists was of 
great importance for the viability of a 
colony. For the WIC, it was a diffi cult 
task to get the wealthy Dutch to trade 
their comfortable houses for unknown 
wilderness or a colonial village with a 
military government.  

The population of the nearby colony 
of New England grew more easily. 
Because of the religious confl ict in 
England, many English jumped at 
the opportunity to start a new life in 
the new world. In the 16th and 17th 
centuries, many political and religious 
refugees from all over Europe were 
drawn to the Netherlands. From the 

Netherlands, many of these refugees 
left for North America. For this reason, 
New Netherland was made up of many 
nationalities from the outset. Because 
of the strictness of New England, many 
of the English moved to the more 
loosely governed New Netherland. In 

1621 1626 16471643 16531624 1625
1652-1654

Stereotyped Native American 

Selectie van de herkomst van 904 immigranten naar Nieuw-Nederland 
in de zeventiende eeuw

Origin Number Percentage
Amsterdam and its surroundings  142 16%
Gelderland 88 10%
Utrecht 68 8%
Leiden, Delft, and surroundings 45 5%
Zeeland 18 2%
Other provinces 91 10%
Spanish Netherlands 63 7%
Germany 167 18%
France 64 7%
Schleswig-Holstein (Denmark) 60 7%
Sweden 24 3%
Norway 47 5%
Total 904 100%

Source: stuyvesant.library.uu.nl: David S. Cohen, ‘How Dutch were the Dutch of New Netherland?’ 
New York History LXII (New York 1981) 48-49.

The fi rst slave auction in New Amsterdam (1655) 
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1644, twenty percent of the population 
of New Netherland was made up of 
English people, while half came from 
the Netherlands. 

Because of the pirating and privateer-
ing of Spanish and Portuguese ships, 
African slaves appeared in the streets 
of New Amsterdam. In this period, 
however, the slave trade was still in its 
infancy, and there were different be-
liefs about the permissibility of slavery. 
Although the slaves in the colony often 
served as human beasts of burden, 
various freed slaves became farmers, 
carpenters, smiths, or barbers. 

It is often asserted that New York 
inherited its tolerant attitude from 

the Dutch. But in the 17th century 
in the Republic there was more talk 
of ‘putting up with’ than ‘tolerating’ 
others’ beliefs. Peter Stuyvesant, a 
staunch Calvinist, was fi ercely against 
Catholics, Jews, Quakers, and 
Lutherans, because he was afraid that 
the unity of the colony would be en-
dangered. Legally, everyone was equal, 
but in practice there were differences 
in the way Protestants and Catholics or 
blacks and whites were treated. 

New Netherland was a free-trade zone 
where people could combine different 
trades since guilds were not enforced. 
In this way, the inhabitants of New 
Amsterdam could better their posi-
tions. Once they were citizens, they 

could give money to the city to rise to 
the rank of grootburger.

Because different cultures lived side by 
side in New Netherland, a new identity 
emerged. Adriaen van der Donck was 
the fi rst inhabitant of North America 
to consider himself ‘American’ and to 
see the possibilities of the continent. 
He wrote a book, ‘Beschryvinge van 
Nieuw-Nederlant’ that made more 
people from the Netherlands want to 
become colonists.

1621  Establishment of the WIC

1624  The fi rst colonists leave for New Netherland

1625  Founding of New Amsterdam

1626  Peter Minuit buys the island of Manathans (Manhattan) from the Native Americans

1643  Governor Willem Kieft begins a war against the Native Americans

1647  Peter Stuyvesant becomes governor of New Netherland

1652-1654  First Anglo-Dutch War

1653  New Amsterdam is given a municipal government and law court

A page from Adriaen van der Donck’s 
‘Beschryvinge van Nieuw-Nederlant’

Vocational background of immigrants to New Netherland 1654-1664

 Number Percentage
Farmers 59 33.3%
Soldiers 49 27.7%
Artisans 45 25.4%
Workers 10 5.6%
Farmhands 8 4.5%
Servants 4 2.3%
Fishermen 2 1.1%
Total 117 100%

Source: stuyvesant.library.uu.nl: ‘List of passengers 1654-1664.’ The Holland Society of New York 
Yearbook (1982) 5-28: Rosalie F. Bailer, ‘Emigrants to New Netherland. Account Book. 1654 to 1664’ 
New York Genealogical and Biographical Record, XCIV (October 1963) 193-200.
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Exercises
Exercise 1
Match the description below with the correct person:

1. Cornelis May a.  Pirate from Pirates of the 
Caribbean 

2. Joris Rapalje b.  Began a war with the Native 
Americans on his own initiative

3. Peter Minuit c. Willem Kieft’s successor
4. Jack Sparrow d. Dutch-Moroccan pirate
5. Anthonee van Salee e.  Advocated a voice for the citizens 

in governing New Netherland
6. Adriaen van der Donck f.  One of the fi rst colonists in New 

Netherland
7. Peter Stuyvesant g.  1st governor of New Netherland
8. Willem Kieft h.  Governor who bought the island 

of Manhattan from the Canarsee

Exercise 2
In your own words, describe how the infl uence of the citizens 
on the government of the colony changed between 1624 and 
1653.

Exercise 3
Trade played an important role in New Netherland. Bartering 
often took place.
a. Explain in your own words what bartering means.
b.  What were the most important goods that were traded in 

New Netherland?
c. Think of one advantage and one disadvantage of bartering.

Exercise 4
Not only were there wars between the English and the Dutch, 
or the Dutch and the Native Americans, but the Native 
Americans also fought wars amongst themselves. Why do you 
think this was the case?

Exercise 5
The WIC forbade Dutch colonists from getting involved in 
wars amongst Native American tribes. What was the reason 
for this?

Exercise 6
To answer these questions, you can use the 53rd edition of 
the Grote Bosatlas. 
a.  Which Native American tribes did the colonists deal with 

at fi rst?
b.  Where do Native Americans still live in the US today (p. 

175f)?
c.  Name two tribes who live on reservations in the east of 

the US (p. 175f).

Exercise 7
In contrast to the Dutch Republic, England had no diffi culty 
fi nding people prepared to become colonists. Give an 
explanation for this.

Exercise 8
The east of the US has always been the most densely popu-
lated area of North America (see p. 175 of the 53rd edition 
of the Grote Bosatlas). Give two explanations for this.

Exercise 9
In the introduction to this chapter, we asked whether New 
Netherland was really a new society. What is your opinion 
about this? Think about issues like government, trade, and 
population.

Exercise 10
Explain the following terms in your own words:
a. Free-trade zone
b. Guilds
c. Stereotype

Bargaining with the Native Americans



~ 19 ~

In-depth: Adriaen van der Donck versus 
Peter Stuyvesant

Name:  Adriaen van der Donck
Lived from:  1618-1655
Came from:  Breda
Background:  came from a prominent Breda family
Education: studied law at the University of Leiden
Function:  schout of Rensselaerswijk, jurist and politic advisor 

in New Amsterdam
Character: adventurous, combative
Notable detail:   probably died in 1655 during the Peach Tree War 

with the Native Americans
Vision about 

New Netherland:  It is necessary that citizens have a say in governing 
the colony. First person who felt ‘American’ and saw 
the unbounded possibilities of the continent.

Name:   Peter Stuyvesant
Lived from:  +/-1610-1672
Came from:  Peperga, Friesland
Background:  son of a Calvinist minister
Education:  studied philosophy at Franeker but did not graduate
Function:  WIC officer in the Antilles, governor of New 

 Netherland
Character: perseverant, law-abiding, charismatic, ambitious
Notable detail:   lost his leg during a failed attack on the island of 

Sint Maarten
Vision about 

New Netherland:  Stuyvesant tried to restore the authority of the WIC 
in the ‘lawless’ colony. He considered the inhabit-
ants to be subjects and employees of the WIC.

finally had Van der Donck arrested for high treason. Van der Donck 
had collected signatures and complaints about the WIC government 
from inhabitants of New Amsterdam. Stuyvesant thought that his 
authority was being undermined. 

Van der Donck arranged that Stuyvesant would be removed as 
governor general and that New Amsterdam would get the privileges 
of a city. But because of the outbreak of the first Anglo-Dutch War 
in 1652, this decision was overturned and Stuyvesant remained as 
governor. New Amsterdam was granted self-government, however, and 
thus more say for the citizens. 

New Netherland started as a small trading post with a military govern-
ment. Under Van der Donck’s leadership, the citizens tried to gain 
more rights and say in their own government. They succeeded in this 
goal, but only partly. Many of Van der Donck’s ideas about equality, 
however, lingered. A century later, many of his ideas were reflected in 
the American Constitution.

Stuyvesant and Van der Donck came from sharply different back-
grounds. It is thus not surprising that they had different ideas about 
the government of New Netherland. Van der Donck wanted citizens 
to have more say in government. He wanted to see the colony become 
a full province of the Dutch Republic. Stuyvesant wanted to preserve 
the authority of the WIC.

Van der Donck sought support for his plans amongst the population 
of New Netherland. Along with 8 other prominent inhabitants, he 
formed the Council of Nine. This council was supposed to provide 
Stuyvesant with advice. He also wrote letters to the States-General in 
The Hague. He described the many possibilities of the new conti-
nent and complained about the mistakes that the WIC governors 
made which impeded further development of the colony. In 1649 he 
traveled to the Netherlands to convince the States-General in person 
to let the colony govern itself. 

Stuyvesant reacted to Van der Donck’s activism by opposing the advi-
sory council, which had been set up against his will. Stuyvesant turned 
completely against this Council of Nine when Van der Donck took the 
lead. The conflict between them became so intense that Stuyvesant 



Exercise: Role-playing game
In 1649, Adriaen van der Donck traveled to the Neth-
erlands to convince the States-General to let the colony 
govern itself. For this exercise, imagine yourself as Peter 
Stuyvesant, Adriaen van der Donck, or the members of the 
States-General. In small groups, prepare for the session 
of the States-General in which Adriaen van der Donck’s 
request was considered. 

The class will be divided into 3 groups:

- States-General
- Peter Stuyvesant (and the WIC)
- Adriaen van der Donck

Every group will receive an assignment sheet from the 
teacher with descriptions of the roles. Using this sheet 
to help you, prepare for the role-playing game.

The role-playing game is as follows:

Interior of the great hall of the Binnenhof, The Hague, 
during a session of the States General in 1651.

Step 1

Make sure that the roles are divided well amongst the group (see the assignment 
sheet). Those who have no active role in the game will be observers.

Step 2

The chair of the States-General will open the session. He or she will welcome 
everyone and give Adriaen van der Donck the fl oor. 

Step 3

Adriaen van der Donck will make his argument: what does he want to achieve 
and why is his cause important? (3 minutes)

Step 4

Next the chair will give Peter Stuyvesant the fl oor. Stuyvesant has the chance to 
argue why he (or the WIC) should continue to govern the colony. (3 minutes)

Step 5

The members of the States-General will confer briefl y and may ask 3 questions 
of Adriaen van der Donck and 3 questions of Peter Stuyvesant. Neither man 
answers immediately; instead they write the questions down. (5 minutes)

Step 6

Adriaen van der Donck and Peter Stuyvesant confer with their advisors about 
how to answer the questions. (6 minutes)

Step 7

The chair calls everyone back together. First Adriaen van der Doncke answers 
the questions. Then Peter Stuyvesant answers the questions. (3 minutes each)

Step 8

Adriaen van der Donck gets 1 minute to formulate his closing remarks.

Step 9

Peter Stuyvesant gets 1 minute to formulate his closing remarks.

Step 10

The States-General vote. The chair asks each member whether Adriaen van der 
Donck or Peter Stuyvesant is right. The chair may also vote. Next the chair will 
count the votes and announce the decision. 
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Chapter 3 Legacy

In this chapter you will learn how New Netherland ended up in English hands. In both 

politics and culture, Dutch infl uences can still be seen in the United States and New York. 

These are discussed sections 3.2 and 3.3. In the in-depth section, we will look at the 

concept of tolerance. This was one of the most important characteristics of the Dutch 

Republic. 

3.1 The Transfer
The English were well aware that the 
Hudson River was an important access-
point to inland America. Manhattan 
was located on the river’s bay. Thus 
it was an important center for trade. 
For this reason, the English forged 

plans to take over the Dutch colony. 
John Winthrop Jr. was the leader of 
the English colony of Connecticut. 
He tried to gradually ‘Anglicize’ New 
Netherland. He did this, for example, 
by making villages along the border 
pay taxes to Connecticut. 

George Downing was the English 
Ambassador to the Dutch Republic. He 
thought that the Dutch had let down 
their guard because of their wealth. 
Now was the moment to tackle the 
Dutch and take over their trading 
posts. He convinced the English gov-
ernment, and in 1661 a plan was made 
to take over Manhattan and unite 
the English colonies in America. The 
English also wanted to take over from 
the Dutch territories in other parts of 
the world, such as in Africa. 

In 1664, the plan was put into ac-
tion. Four English ships sailed into 
Manhattan’s harbor in August and 
closed it off. They directed their can-
nons at New Amsterdam and demand-
ed the city’s surrender. The English 
commander Richard Nicolls had 
roughly 450 soldiers and many cannons 
at his disposal. Peter Stuyvesant had 
roughly half that number of soldiers. 
He also had little ammunition for his 
cannons. But Stuyvesant did not want 
to just simply surrender, since that was 
equivalent to treason. 

The population of New Amsterdam 
did not want to die for Stuyvesant or 
the company. Stuyvesant thought that 
the citizens lacked courage and loyalty, 
which he blamed on the diversity of 
cultures among the population. Still, 
Stuyvesant decided to surrender with-
out bloodshed. Along with his soldiers, Articles of Transfer

1647 1653
1652-1654
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he marched out of Fort Amsterdam. 
Nicolls renamed the city New York 
after the Duke of York. 

In the negotiations about the transfer 
of power, written up in the Articles of 
Transfer, a number of special freedoms 
were granted to the city and its resi-
dents. This was necessary in order to 
retain the good will of the population 
of ‘New York’ and to make sure that 
the transfer happened smoothly. Even 
the original English colonies did not 
enjoy these freedoms. The inhabitants 
could retain all their properties and 
they preserved the freedom to trade 
with whomever they wished. Dutch 
ships could moor at the harbor without 
any problem. Even the members of 
the city government could continue 
with their work on the condition that 
they swear loyalty to the English king. 
An English mayor was appointed, 
however. The Dutch Reformed Church 
retained the right to appoint ministers 
from the Netherlands. 

From 1665 to 1667, the Dutch and 
English were at war with one an-
other. In the peace treaty at the end 
of the war, it was decided that the 
Netherlands could keep Suriname, 
which it had captured from the English. 
New York would remain with the 
English. Thus Suriname was actually 
exchanged for New York. In 1673, 
during the third Anglo-Dutch war, the 
Dutch recaptured Manhattan from the 
English. New York was then dubbed 
New Orange. But 15 months later 
in 1674, when the peace treaty was 
signed, the colony was defi nitively 
transferred to the English. 

3.2 Political Legacy
Are you perhaps a fan of Crime Scene 
Investigation (CSI) and other American 
crime series? Then you have undoubt-
edly heard the word district attorney. 

Few people probably know that this 
public prosecutor was introduced to 
the New World by the Dutch. Under 
the English legal system, victims them-
selves, or their relatives, were responsi-
ble for accusing the perpetrator.  In the 
17th-century Dutch legal system, the 
schout was responsible for charging 
perpetrators in the name of the gov-
ernment. We’ve already met the fi rst 
schout of New Netherland: Adriaen 
van der Donck. When the English took 
over the colony, they retained this 
established custom, which they saw as 
‘useful.’

In section 3.1 you learned that dur-
ing the negotiations regarding the 
transfer, Peter Stuyvesant insisted on 
specifi c guarantees and wide-ranging 
rights for the inhabitants of New York. 
Stuyvesant’s actions were completely 
unexpected in light of his confl ict with 

The Dutch transfer New Amsterdam to the 
English

1664 1672-1674
1665-1667



~ 23 ~

Adriaen van der Donck. Such a list of 
rights and privileges had no paral-
lel in English domains. Thus the New 
Yorkers had a special position within 
the English colonies. The ‘Articles of 
Transfer’ further fostered the unique 
identity of the city and its inhabitants 
and made sure that there would still be 
room for the multicultural society that 
had developed under Dutch leader-
ship.

In 1776 the United States declared its 
independence from England. Within 
the young federation, the delegation 
from New York was notorious for its 
critical attitude towards central gov-
ernment and for its battle for individual 
rights. They supported the addition of 
ten amendments to the Constitution, 
called the Bill of Rights, which were 
to protect the rights of citizen against 
the state. The Bill of Rights had several 
similarities to the ideas of Adriaen van 
der Donck. Twenty-six of those present 
wanted to sign the constitution only if 
individual rights were observed. Half 
of these twenty-six had Dutch back-
grounds. 

The independence of the United 
States, however, did not come about 
without a struggle. From 1775 to 1783 
the American colonies fought a war for 
independence against the English. In 

a time in which monarchies were the 
dominant form of government, the 
Founding Fathers, who established the 
United States, courageously followed 
the example of the Dutch Republic in 
its successful struggle for independ-
ence against Spain two centuries 
earlier. They saw a similarity between 
the Act of Abjuration and the American 
Declaration of Independence. Thus the 
history of the Netherlands and New 
Netherland served as examples for one 
of the most important political events 
in American history: independence. 
The reverse was also the case: the po-
litical reformers in the Dutch Republic 
at the end of the eighteenth century 
looked at the American experiment 
with admiration and also wished for 
democratic reforms. 

3.3 Cultural Legacy
Because of the protection that the 
Articles of Transfer offered, the inhabit-
ants of New Amsterdam remained 
where they were after the transfer of 
the colony. Of course, more English 
people gradually came into the area, 
but it would be a while before there 
would be more English people than 
Dutch living in New York. Until then, 
Dutch culture dominated. 

The Dutch language and the Dutch 
Reformed Church would remain im-
portant to the colony for a long time. 
Only in 1772 did the Dutch Reformed 
Church become independent from 
the mother-church in the Netherlands. 
In 1867, this denomination fi nally 
removed the adjective ‘Dutch’ from 
the title Dutch Reformed Protestant 
Church. 

Dutch was spoken in the villages of the 
Hudson valley until late in the 19th cen-
tury. In 1750, English offi cials still need-
ed Dutch-speakers to conduct meet-
ings with the Native Americans. Dutch 
and French were the only European 
languages that these tribes had 
learned. Further remnants of the Dutch 
language can be found in the names 
of places in the area around Albany, 
refl ecting their Dutch origins. There are 
also a few differences between British 
English and American English which 
are due to words adopted from Dutch. 
For example, the British eat ‘biscuits,’ 

The Founding Fathers signing the Declaration of Independence 

Cookies or biscuits? 

1674 17761675-1783
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while the Americans eat ‘cookies’ 
(which derive from a Dutch word).

Dutch infl uence can also be seen in 
the society itself. Not only was there 
tolerance for different beliefs, but 
there was also social mobility. It was 
less diffi cult to get promoted at work, 
and people could choose their profes-
sions. In section 2.4 you learned that 
there was more social mobility in New 
Netherland than in the ‘Old World’ due 
to the absence of guilds. The adop-
tion of this phenomenon in American 
society is apparent in the American 
word ‘boss’ for someone who was in a 
position of leadership, rather than the 
word ‘master.’ ‘Boss’ is derived from 
the Dutch word ‘baas.’ In Old England, 

power relations were marked by the 
class system. In New Netherland, your 
position in society was not determined 

by which family you were born into, 
but whether you could climb up the 
social ladder through hard work.

Sinterklaas versus Santa Claus
Do you celebrate Sinterklaas in Decem-
ber, or does Santa Claus leave presents 
under the Christmas tree? Perhaps you 
noticed that the English name Santa 
Claus sounds suspiciously like our ‘Sin-
terklaas.’ 

The American Santa Claus is perhaps 
the most world-famous Dutch legacy in 
North America. During the time of the 
Dutch colony, children of non-Dutch 
origin were disappointed that they did not 
get any presents on December 5th. Their 
parents fi nally gave in to social pressure 
and gradually changed certain elements of the children’s holiday. The Dutch 

shoe on the hearth was replaced by 
a stocking hung from the chimney 
mantle. 

A Coca-Cola advertisement from the 
1930s made our Sinterklaas fatter, 
and his outfi t changed. His home 
moved from Spain to the North Pole 
and his means of transportation was 
adapted to local conditions: he was 
pulled on a sleigh by reindeer rather 
than traveling by steamboat and on a 
gray horse. En voila: Santa Claus was 
born! 


1664 England takes over New Amsterdam and names the city New York

1665-1667 Second Anglo-Dutch War; the Netherlands captures Suriname

1672-1674 Third Anglo-Dutch War

1776 United States Declaration of Independence

1664 1672-1674
1665-1667

From paperboy to millionaire? There was more 
social mobility in New Netherland than there 
was in the Dutch Republic. 

Santa Claus on a poster advertising 
Coca-Cola
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Exercises
Exercise 1
Why do you think that the English wanted to take over New 
Netherland? Think of at least two reasons.

Exercise 2
England also wanted to take over parts of Africa from the 
Dutch. What part of Africa, where a form of Dutch is still 
spoken, fi rst belonged to the Dutch?

Exercise 3
Do you think that it made sense to exchange New 
Netherland for Suriname? Explain why or why not.

Exercise 4
Explain what the Articles of Transfer had to do with the de-
velopment of New York’s unique identity.

Exercise 5
Article 1 of the Bill of Rights:
‘Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right 
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.’

a.  This article presents a number of individual freedoms. 
Name three.

b.  Which of these freedoms do you fi nd the most impor-
tant? Explain why.

Exercise 6
Connect the American place names below to the matching 
Dutch name.

1. Breukelen a. Harlem
2. Heemstede b. Coney Island
3. Haarlem c. Flushing
4. Konijnen eiland d. Hempstead
5. Vlissingen e. Flatbush
6. Vlackebos f. Brooklyn

Exercise 7
What similarities and differences can you think of between 
Sinterklaas and Santa Claus?

Exercise 8
I)  Those who are born poor stay poor
II)  From paperboy to millionaire

Which of these statements best matches the society of New 
Netherland? Explain why.

Exercise 9
Explain what the following concepts mean in your own 
words:
a. Schout 
b. Privileges
c. Social mobility
d. Social ladder
e. Tolerance 

1674 17761675-1783

Map of part of New York with the southern end of Manhattan above-left. 
How many ‘Dutch’ names can you fi nd?



~ 26 ~

In-depth: Tolerance

•
In the 16th and 17th centuries, people wrestled with the question 
of how they should deal with other religious traditions. The Dutch 
Republic was mainly Protestant but did not persecute Catholics. The 
Dutch constitution provides that everyone is free to choose his own 
religion and no one can be persecuted because of his beliefs. This tol-
erance was often the reason people fl ed to the Netherlands. In the rest 
of Europe, people with convictions that were not the prevailing ones 
were often persecuted. Furthermore, this tolerance pertained only to 
variants of Christianity. 

The relatively weak authority of the state and the pragmatic tolerance 
created favorable conditions for pioneering scientifi c research. Dutch 
presses published books that were banned elsewhere in Europe. Many 
scientists also came to the Netherlands to teach at the prestigious 
University of Leiden. 

Nevertheless, during that time tolerance had a different meaning than 
it does today. According to the Van Dale dictionary, tolerance means, 
‘putting up with something that is annoying.’ In practice, tolerance 
means not discriminating against ‘aberrant behavior’ or specifi c groups 
of people. In the time of the Dutch Republic, freedom of religion 
meant that you were free to believe what you wanted, as long as you 
did it only within the walls of your own home. Protestantism, however, 
received preferential treatment.
This was also the case in New Amsterdam. Peter Stuyvesant worried 
that too many different cultures in a society was a bad thing. Thus he 
turned away a group of Jews who wanted to settle there. Their arrival 
would have meant another culture to take into account. He also did 
not want the Lutherans to have their own minister in the colony. 
Often appeals were then made to the directors of the WIC, who 
referred him to Dutch law, so that Stuyvesant had no other choice but 
to oblige. 

Today, just like before in New Amsterdam, many different cultures 
live in New York. In 1664, roughly 2000 people lived in New Am-
sterdam. They spoke 18 different languages. Now roughly 8 million 
inhabitants live in this cosmopolitan city. About 170 languages are 
spoken there, and over a third of the population was not born in the 
United States. 

In 1579 The Union of Utrecht was concluded. One of the agreements 
that the provinces made with one another was that no one should be 
persecuted because of belief. This painting depicts the document with 
these agreements being offered to William of Orange. 

Exercise
The Netherlands is famous for its tolerance, but this image is increas-
ingly under pressure. Since the murders of the politician Pim Fortuyn 
and the fi lmmaker Theo van Gogh, the discussion about tolerance 
has fl ared up again. Increasingly, people ask where the boundaries 
of tolerance (should) lie. In this exercise, you will think about these 
boundaries. 

Read through the cases below and present your own opinion on these 
issues. Who do you think is correct, or with whom do you agree? Sup-
port your opinion with arguments. 

Case 1 Shaking hands
A teacher at a public school was suspended because she refused 
to shake hands with men. She refused to do so because of her 
religion, and in defense of her de-
cision she appealed to the freedom 
of religion. The school found it 
impermissible that she not shake 
hands with men and claimed that 
teachers had to set an example. 

Case 2 Religious symbols
A supermarket employee was fi red because 
she visibly wore a chain with a cross. The 
employee claimed she was exercising her 
freedom of religion. The supermarket 
argued that employees should not wear 
visible religious symbols because then the 
neutrality of the supermarket would be at 
issue. 

Case 3 Insulting
A cartoonist was prosecuted for discrimination and inciting hate 
because he published political cartoons which, according to the 
Public Prosecutor, discriminated against Muslims and people 
with dark skin. The cartoonist claimed he was exercising freedom 
of expression; the Public Prosecutor appealed to the prohibition 
against discrimination. 

Case 4 Religious holidays
Traditionally, students are free on Christian holidays. Now that 
there are many Muslim students, the question is raised whether 
Eid al-Fitr, for example, should also be a general holiday. Opin-
ions on this question are divided. Some think that all students 
should simply go 
to school on Eid 
al-Fitr; others think 
that only Muslim 
students should have 
the day off; and some 
people think that all 
students should have 
the day off. 
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Concepts and people
Act of Abjuration
Act of Abjuration
A Dutch declaration made in 1581, in which the Dutch prov-
inces declared their independence from Spain.

Anglo-Dutch wars
Three wars in the 17th century between the Dutch Republic 
and England. The wars were fought because both countries 
competed with each other in overseas trade. In the wars, 
they tried to take away each other’s colonies and disrupt 
each other’s trade. 

Articles of Transfer
The 1664 treaty in which New Amsterdam was turned over 
to the English.

Astrolabe
With an astrolabe you can calculate the position and height 
of a heavenly body and use this information to determine 
the time. The instrument was invented in the fourth century 
and remained the instrument of navigation on ships up until 
the sixteenth century. 
 
Bill of Rights
A list of individual rights added to the American Constitution 
in 1791. It contained amendments to the first version of the 
Constitution which many politicians did not find adequate 
since it did not cover the rights of citizens. Examples of 
rights include the right to freedom of religion and the right 
to bear arms. 

Copernicus, Nicolas
German-Polish scientist. He is seen as the founder of modern 
astronomy. His theory demonstrated that the sun, not the 
earth, was the center of the solar system. His theory conflict-
ed with the teachings of the Catholic Church and was placed 
on the index of banned books. He lived from 1453 to 1543.

Council of Nine
Advisory council of citizens established in 1649 on the 
initiative of Adriaen van der Donck. The Council advised the 
governor of New Netherland.

District Attorney
See schout

Donck, Adriaen van der
Schout of the Rensselaerswijk settlement in New Netherland. 
He lived from 1618 to 1655. He fought for the right of the 
inhabitants to have more say in governing the colony; on his 
initiative, the Council of Nine was established. 

Downing, George
English ambassador to the Dutch Republic. He lived from 
1623 to 1684. He convinced the English government to take 
over the Dutch colonies. 

Eighty Years’ War
The Dutch revolt for independence against Spain. This revolt 
lasted from 1568 to 1648.

Founding Fathers
The founders of the United States of America. The Founding 
Fathers played important roles in the war of independence 
against England and in the development of the American 
Constitution. They included George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, John Adams, and Benjamin Franklin.

Free-trade zone
An area in which one could trade products that were desired 
for trade in a particular region without having to pay tariffs.

Galilei, Galileo
Italian scientist. He discovered the four moons of Jupiter, the 
structure of the surface of the moon, and sunspots. He sup-
ported the theories of Copernicus and thus also got in trou-
ble with the Catholic Church. He lived form 1564 to 1642.

Golden Age
Period of economic prosperity for the Dutch Republic in the 
16th and 17th centuries. 

Grootburger
Citizens became grootburgers if they gave money to the 
community. As grootburgers, they had a higher social status 
and more prestige. 

Guilds
Associations of people who practice the same occupation. 
For example, a bakers’ guild. A guild trained people for an 
occupation and protected the interests of its members. As 
associations, guilds had power within a community because 
they had a monopoly within their specialty and could decide 
who could practice the guild’s profession.

Half Moon
The ship with which Hudson discovered Manhattan on his 
third journey. There is a replica of the ship near New York.

Hein, Piet
Privateer and lieutenant-admiral for the Dutch Republic and 
WIC officer. In 1628 he captured the heavily armed treasure 
fleet, a Spanish fleet transporting silver from South America 
to Spain. He lived from 1577 to 1629.

Hudson, Henry
English explorer who lived from 1565 to 1611. He worked 
for trading societies from England and the Dutch Republic. 
Hudson tried four times to find a shortcut to the Indies. In 
1609, he discovered Manhattan for the VOC.
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The Indies
Also called East India, was the area that is now called 
Southeast Asia. 

Jacob’s Staff
17th-century measuring instrument which people could use 
to calculate angles and find their latitude. 

Kieft’s war
War between the Native Americans and the New 
Netherlanders from 1643 to 1645. Kieft mistrusted the 
Native Americans and thought that war was necessary. The 
colonists of New Netherland were against the war since it 
would disrupt trade with the Native Americans. 

Kieft, Willem
Governor of New Netherland from 1638 to 1647. Kieft was 
primarily known because he carried out a war against the 
Native Americans (against the will of the colonists in New 
Netherland). He lived from 1597 to 1647.

Lutherans
An important denomination within the Protestant church. 
They follow the teachings of Martin Luther, a German monk 
who criticized the Catholic Church, especially the practice of 
selling indulgences.

Magellan, Ferdinand
Portuguese explorer who discovered the Straits of Magellan, 
a passage to the Pacific Ocean via South America, in 1520. 
He also organized the first trip around the world. He lived 
from 1480 to 1521.

Manathans (Manhattan)
Island in North America where New Amsterdam was estab-
lished. Manhattan is the modern name; Manhattan is part of 
the American city of New York.

May, Cornelis
The first governor of New Netherland (1620-1625).

Mercator projection
Gerardus Mercator was a Flemish cartographer who lived 
between 1512 and 1594. He wanted to make maps that 
were suitable for use during ocean voyages. He wanted 
compass directions to be accurately reflected. His reproduc-
tions give a distorted image of the earth since areas farther 
from the equator appear stretched out. Thus Greenland 
looks almost as large as the continent of Africa on a 
Mercator projection. 

Minuit, Peter
The third governor of New Netherland (1626 to 1631). 
Bought the island of Manathans from the Canarsee tribe for 
60 guilders. 

Muscovy Company
English trading company established in 1555. For a long 
time, it had a monopoly on trade with Moscow. Hudson, 
amongst others, made trips for this company.

New Amsterdam
Most important settlement in the New Netherland colony. 
Founded in 1626 on the island of Manhattan.

New Netherland
Dutch colony in North America made up of various villages.

Newton, Isaac
English scientist. He established important fundamental laws 
of physics. He lived from 1643 to 1727.

Nicolls, Richard
English officer who captured New Netherland in 1664. He 
lived from 1624 to 1674.

Nocturnal
An instrument that measures angles used to determine the 
time at night based on the position of the Pole Star. It works 
something like a sundial. When used in combination with 
other instruments such as a compass, time and position can 
be determined.

Northeast Passage
Much sought-after sea route to Asia that runs north of 
Norway and Russia but is mostly not navigable due to pack 
ice.

Northwest Passage
Much sought-after sea route to Asia that runs north of 
Canada and south-west of Greenland but is (still) not naviga-
ble due to pack ice.

Peace of Munster/Westphalia
Treaty signed in 1648 which ended both the Thirty- and 
Eighty Years’ War. 

Peach Tree War
Native American attack on New Amsterdam in 1655 to 
get revenge for the war against New Sweden. The Native 
Americans conducted a lot of trade with the Swedes and 
wished to continue doing so.

Privateering
With a privateering-letter, a government gave privateers per-
mission to take over or destroy ships from another country. 

Provinces
Predecessors of the current provinces in the Netherlands. 
The Dutch Republic was made up of seven provinces. 
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Quakers
A religious group that split off from the English Protestant 
church in the 17th century. The Quakers’ beliefs can be 
summed up as belief in an inner goodness, a bit of God in 
every person.

Rapalje, Joris
Walloon orphan who married another Walloon orphan, 
Catalina Trico, in 1624. Four days after their marriage, 
they left for New Netherland. Catalina Trico and Joris 
Rapalje were considered two of the first colonists in New 
Netherland. Many Americans are descended from them. 

Republic of the Seven United Netherlands
Predecessor of the current Dutch state. Also called the 
(Dutch) Republic, it was made up of seven provinces. 

Schout
Public prosecutor. Introduced into the American legal system 
by the Dutch. The public prosecutor brings charges before 
the court on behalf of the state.

Sewant
See Wampum

Social ladder
Social ranking in society. Amongst other things, the valuation 
of someone’s work determined his or her position in society. 
The better your job and the more you earn, the higher your 
place on the social ladder.

Social mobility
The opportunity to climb up or descend the social ladder.

Spice Trade
The lucrative trade in herbs and spices with overseas ter-
ritories like East Asia and the Caribbean. Spices included 
pepper, clove, and nutmeg.

States-General
The government of the Dutch Republic, which consisted of 
representatives from the seven provinces. 

Stereotype
A fixed, often exaggerated, image of a group of people. An 
example of a stereotype is the view that all Native Americans 
smoke peace pipes and wear headdresses. 

Stuyvesant, Peter
The sixth governor of New Netherland (1647 to 1664). 
Stuyvesant was a strict governor who wanted to whip the 
colony into shape. He opposed initiatives that would provide 
for the influence of citizens in municipal government, but he 
still fought for citizens’ rights in negotiations with the English 
conquerors in 1664.

Thirty Years’ War
A war which took place between Catholic and Protestant 
principalities in Europe from 1618 to 1648 in the territory 
that is now Germany. It started with an argument between 
German Protestant and Catholic princes, but increasingly 
more countries got involved in the conflict because they 
wanted to improve their positions of power. 

Tolerance
In Hudson’s time, tolerance meant ‘religious tolerance.’ This 
meant that you were free to profess your own beliefs (within 
your own home). Today, tolerance means not discriminating 
against ‘aberrant behavior’ or specific groups of people. The 
word tolerance derives from the Latin tolerare, which means 
to bear, endure, or stand something. 

Trading monopoly
Exclusive rights to trade in a specific product or in a specific 
region.

Treaty of Tordesillas
A treaty between Spain and Portugal drawn up in 1494. This 
treaty divided up newly discovered areas in South America 
between the two countries.

Trico, Catalina
See Joris Rapalje

Twelve Years’ Truce
Period of Peace, which lasted from 1609 to 1621, during the 
Eighty Years’ War against Spain.

VOC (Dutch East India Company)
Trading society founded in 1602 to conduct trade with Asia.

Wampum
Currency in New Netherland. It was made up of various 
shells threaded on a chain. 

WIC
West India Company, a trading company set up in the 
Netherlands in 1621 to conduct trade with the American 
continent. The most important trading goods were tobacco, 
sugar, gold, and African slaves. The WIC also governed the 
colony of New Netherland and waged war against Spanish 
colonies.

Winthrop, John Jr.
Leader of the English colony of Connecticut. He tried to gain 
influence in the bordering Dutch settlements by imposing 
taxes there.
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Timeline
1492 Christopher Columbus discovers ‘America’

1494 Treaty of Tordesillas

1499 – 1502   Amerigo Vespucci makes two voyages of discovery: 
 he discovers the Caribbean region and travels along the eastern coast of South America

1519 – 1522  Ferdinand Magellan is the fi rst to sail around the world 

1568 Start of the Eighty Years’ War

1569 Invention of Mercator projections

1579 Union of Utrecht

1581 Establishment of the Republic of the Seven United Netherlands

1602 Establishment of the VOC

1609 Henry Hudson discovers the island ‘Manathans’

1621 Establishment of the WIC

1624 The fi rst colonists leave for New Netherland 

1625 The establishment of New Amsterdam

1626 Peter Minuit buys the island Manathans (Manhattan) from the Native Americans

1628 Piet Hein captures the Spanish treasure fl eet

1618 – 1648  Thirty Years’ War

1643 Governor Willem Kieft starts a war against the Native Americans

1647 Peter Stuyvesant wordt gouverneur van Nieuw-Nederland

1648 End of the Eighty Years’ War; Spain recognizes the independence of the Dutch Republic

1652 – 1654  First Anglo-Dutch War

1653 New Amsterdam is granted a municipal government and court of law

1655  Peter Stuyvesant attacks the Swedes, and the Native Americans come to the aid of 
 the Swedes in the Peach Tree War

1664 England takes over New Amsterdam and names the city New York

1665 – 1667  Second Anglo-Dutch War; the Netherlands captures Suriname

1672 – 1674  Third Anglo-Dutch War

1776 United States Declaration of Independence
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