
This declaration is a clear answer to the still worsening se-
curity situation. Since the Russian illegal annexation of Cri-
mea in 2014 and its follow up military actions in and around 
Ukraine, Moscow is continuing to exert political coercion 
and military presence along the NATO borders (from the High 
North, throughout the Baltic and Black Seas, the Wes-
tern Balkans, North Africa and the Middle East) and keeps 
challenging the current international security architecture. 
In this context NATO took a set of decisions at the consecu-
tive Newport, Warsaw and Brussels summits on defence and 
deterrence policy of the Alliance. Four NATO multinational 
battalions in Poland and the Baltic states (widely known as 
“Enhanced Forward Presence”) are fully operational today. 
The NATO Response Force, with a “Spearhead” (Very High 
Readiness Joint Force, VJTF) of 5,000 troops at its core, has 
been boosted. The NATO Command Structure is being mo-
dernized. The readiness of NATO forces is raising along with 
their ability to move across the Atlantic and within Europe. 
The number of land, air and maritime exercises — bilateral, 
multilateral and within NATO framework — has increased. 
Air policing of the Baltics states, but also of Romania and 
Bulgaria, continues. In parallel, on a bilateral basis, the US 
has been continuously enhancing its military presence in 
Central Europe. This relates to an Armored Brigade Combat 

Team that conducts regular training and exercises in the 
region, or establishing the Army Prepositioned Stocks in 
some European countries, including in the Netherlands. The 
implementation of the recently announced Polish-American 
initiatives will be a significant added value, practically and 
politically.

Practical implications: enhanced deterrence

Why? The declaration is primarily focused on ensuring for 
Poland additional defence and deterrence capabilities, and 
thus to help implement the deterrence posture agreed at the 
NATO summit in 2016. Growing Allied presence and higher 
ability to move bigger forces rapidly will contribute to the 
defence of Poland and, 
given its location, 
also to the defence 
of the Baltic states 
and the whole region. 
Furthermore, bigger 
US presence and large 
investments in infra-
structure training areas will create new opportunities not 
only for the Polish forces, but also for those of other NATO 
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In June, the Polish and American Presidents issued in Washington a joint declaration on enhancing 
and increasing the US military presence in Poland. This document, an effect of months of negotiati-
ons between two countries at the highest level, brings about a milestone change, with regard both to 
quantity and to quality of the US military presence on Polish soil. Due to that, it must be seen as a 
strategic development that can be dubbed: “making deterrence great again”. As stated by the Polish 
President Andrzej Duda in Washington: “it is of great significance not only for Poland, but also for our 
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Allies and partners to exercise with their US counterparts. 
The most critical elements in this regard are the establis-
hment of a US Division Headquarters (Forward) in Poland, 
along with development of the Combat Training Center in 
Drawsko Pomorskie and a US Air Force MQ-9 Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance squadron. 

In addition, the declaration foresees the establishment of: 
a) an aerial port of debarkation (to support the movement 
of forces for training and contingency); b) an area support 
group (to support current and future US forces in Poland); 
c) US special operations forces capability (to support air, 
ground and maritime operations). Last but not least, the 
infrastructure to support the presence of an Armored Briga-
de Combat Team, a combat aviation brigade, and a combat 
sustainment support battalion will be developed. As a 
result, the current military presence of approximately 4,500 
rotational US military personnel in Poland is expected to 
grow by an additional 1,000 troops.

Political implication: DNA of the Alliance

On the political side, these practical elements reflect the im-
portance of principles which build the Alliance’s DNA. First-
ly, the transatlantic bond is vital. For seventy years, the 
bond between Europe and North America has made NATO the 

strongest alliance in history. Based upon shared experience, 
values and goals, it guarantees, also in the 21st century, 
common prosperity, security and freedom. Despite some 
claims that transatlantic relations are in crisis, bringing 
today “more America in” Europe clearly testifies to enduring 
US commitment to the security of Europe and NATO. 

Secondly, solidarity matters. During its 20 years in NATO, 
Poland has come a long way, becoming an important con-
tributor to transatlantic security in solidarity with those 
who need it. Over the years we participated in almost all 
NATO missions and operations. In this spirit, Polish F-16s 
were forward deployed both to Kuwait and to Lithuania. 
Some of them secure the Allied airspace in the context of 
Baltic Air Policing. Others conduct reconnaissance mission 
over Iraq. Polish forces are being deployed to Latvia and 
Romania, while at the same time, they are training Iraqi 
and Jordanian special units and military service members 
as well as contributing to NATO missions in Afghanistan 
and Kosovo. On many occasions Polish and American troops 
operated shoulder-to-shoulder (and to find examples we do 
not have to go back to the American Independence War of 
18th century). The US reaffirms today by practical deeds its 
commitment to Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty related 
to collective defence. It also takes steps in accordance with 
Article 3: maintaining and developing capacity required by 
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US President Trump and Polish President Duda review a flyover of an F35 (photo: www.president.pl/Jakub Szymczuk)
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NATO and creating a framework for greater interoperability 
of the allied forces. Poland shares this burden by providing a 
significant support for the US increased engagement. This is 
exactly how Article 3 should work in practice. 

Thirdly, security costs money. The changed security situati-
on requires us to spend more and better on defence, and to 
achieve a more fair burden-sharing. NATO security is about 
investing more in modern capabilities, and contributing 
more forces to its missions and operations. Poland is well 
aware of this. For these very reasons we are already inves-
ting in defence in accordance with the NATO guidelines of 
“2/20” emphasized at every NATO summit since Newport. 
Currently we spend: 2% GDP for defence budget and more 
than 20% of this amount for major military equipment. Ha-
ving full governmental support, the level of defence expen-
diture is expected to reach 2.2% GDP in 2020 and 2.5% GDP 
in 2030 respectively.

“Your security and ours”

20 years ago, on March 12, 1999, Poland joined NATO. For 
many years we continuously strived for coming back to the 
family of free and prosperous nations. Fighting “for your 
freedom and ours” was one of the driving factors for Polish 
soldiers sacrificing their lives already on the fronts of the 

Second World War. 75 years ago, the Polish Armoured Divi-
sion of general Stanislaw Maczek significantly contributed 
to liberation of the Netherlands, earning lasting gratitude 
of Dutch people of Axel, Breda and others. At the same time 
in Driel, Poles of General Stanislaw Sosabowski’s 1st Inde-
pendent Parachute Brigade, along with Brits, Canadians and 
Americans, tried to pave the way for the operation “Market 
Garden” against Nazi Germany. Today, Poland is a well-esta-
blished, fully-fledged member of NATO and the EU. It takes 
care of “your security and ours”, be it in our region or quite 
remotely from our borders. Enhancing NATO remains the 
cornerstone of Polish foreign and defence efforts. Opening a 
new chapter in the Polish-US strategic defence cooperation 
is an important building block in this process.
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presence in Poland (photo: www.president.pl/Jakub Szymczuk)

H.E. Mr Marcin Czepelak is Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Poland to the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands. Mr Marcin Kawalowski is 
Counsellor at the Polish Embassy in the Netherlands.

Would you like to react?
Mail the editor: redactie@atlcom.nl.


