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Introduction

➢ The number of autistic students 
joining higher education institutions is 
growing, but they are less likely to do 
complete their studies compared to 
typically developing (TD) individuals 
(Ashbaugh et al., 2017). 

➢ Participants can make a variety of 
judgments about others based on 
brief samples of their behaviour (e.g. 
personality, likeability). 

➢ Judgments are often systematic 
(i.e. we see consistencies between 
them), and can be accurate (e.g. Wu 
et al., 2016). 

➢ TD participants make more 
negative judgments about autistic 
individuals, especially when their 
diagnosis is not disclosed (Sasson et 
al., 2017; Sasson & Morrison, 2019).

It is common that people will form 

judgement based on short interactions 

with people without truly understanding 

them.

This is important as being perceived 

negatively in this way could act as a 

significant barrier to academic success for 

autistic individuals.

Research Question:

How do TD individuals perceive the 

academic ability of autistic individuals 

based on brief samples of their 

behaviour?

Participants (Targets)

18 individuals (Aged 19- to- 36-years) took part: 
9 ASD , 9 TD - 4 women , 6 men in each group

These targets were video recorded while writing about different 
life experiences (e.g. stress, guilt, shame, proud, love & 
excitement)

Participants (Perceivers)

25 TD perceivers (Aged 18- to- 34 years) took part 
- 4 males, 21 females

Procedure

4 video segments of each target appeared on the screen 
together.

Perceivers rated each target on four dimensions (success, 
motivation, happiness, and grades ).
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This study concludes that TD 

perceivers negatively judge the 

academic performance of ASD 

students. This suggests that 

ASD university students face 

unfavourable scrutiny and 

judgment which may 

negatively impact their 

academic success.

Implications

Figure 2: Mean perceiver judgements of grades of autistic (red) 
and TD (blue) targets.

Objectives

Figure 1: Mean perceiver judgements for success, motivation and 
happiness for autistic (red) and TD (blue) targets.

➢ Perceivers judged TD targets as 
more successful than ASD targets: 
(t(24)=3.149, p=0.004, d=0.72).

➢TD targets were judged to be more 
motivated than ASD targets: 
(t(24)=3.703, p=0.001, d=1).

➢TD targets were rated as happier 
than ASD targets: (t(24)=5.727, 
p<0.001, d=1.2).

➢ TD students were perceived to 
achieve higher grades than ASD 
students: (t(24)=3.891, p=0.001, 
d=0.83).

These initial findings provide important 

evidence that autistic people are negatively 

stigmatised within education 

environments. Further work is needed to 

ascertain the extent to which these 

negative judgements may feed into 

attainment gaps for autistic students. This 

information is useful for the education 

department, government, and social care 

organisations, enabling change in the 

provision of support for autistic students.
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