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Introduction

« Research is making progress in understanding the cognitive and socio-cultural impact of bilingualism for
children with developmental conditions (including autistic children)'? services for the children and attitudes towards bilingualism.

Online survey includes quantitative and qualitative questions about the respondents’ identity, family demographics, language profile,access to

* However, less is understood about parent perspectives and the decision-making process around

maintaining (or not) a bilingual environment with their child. B Very against Family opinions Community opinions Received info about bilingualism
= Abit against & neurodevelopmental conditions
 Although research suggests that bilingualism does not have negative consequences for these children, 0 No opinion 5% P
m
L]

parents are still concerned that bilingualism could be detrimental to their development. 23 A bit supportive
Very supportive 37% ) No
| . . | 32% 42% Yes | 40%
« Understanding the elements that feed into these concerns would help to effectively support children
and families. 0
58% 509
0% 21%

 To identify how parents make decisions about their child’s linguistic environment, and what information Tench o Source of info - bilingualism &
they access. cacher opinions Clinician opinions developmental conditions
: : : : : 11% 0 59 110
* To understand how the attitudes of family community and stakeholder networks (including school and 40% @ Clinicians & /o
clinical practitioners) inform their own language practices. L} Friends & Community 0 0
p ) guage p 359, O e 21% 1%
47% @ Other
32% @ Support groups
O Teachers
* UK-based bilingual parents of children with a developmental condition completed an online survey.So far: 20 15% . 26%
participants’ responses have been analysed. 11% 10% 26%
. Parent demographics (n=20) 2. All children reported (n=40) 3. Children with ND cond. (n=23)
Age in years: M (SD), range 46.6 (7.6), 35-69|No. per household: N (%) No. per household: (N %) .15 (0.5, 1-3)
One 5 (25.0)
Two 10 (50.0)  This is the first mixed methods study looking to understand the ga
Three 5 (25.0) 4 & &P
between research findings and parent choices regarding bilingualism.
Gender: N (%) Age in years: M (SD,range) 13.6 (7.6, Age in years: M (SD, range) 13.4(7.9,3-38)
Female 17 (85.0) 3-38) *  While data collection is still ongoing, this first sample highlights areas of
Male 2 (10.0) insufficient communication that can be easily tackled to reach impactful
Not listed/Not disclosed | (5.0) : : "
change for neurodivergent people and their families.
Level of education: N (%) 2 (10.0) No. languages known: N (%) No. languages known: N (%)
< Undergraduate degree 18 (90.0) One 3 (7.5) One 2 (8.7) » It highlights the importance of making accessible resources and
Undergraduate degree or > Two 24 (60.0) Two 15(65.2) information about bilingualism for parents with neurodivergent children
Three of more 13 (32.5) Three of more 6 (26.1)
First language: N (%) 3 (15.0)
English 17 (85.0) ND diagnoses, N (%) 23 (57.5) Diagnoses:N (%) 5(21.7)
Non-English Diagnosed with ND 17 (45.2) ADHD |1 (47.8)
No diagnosis Autism 4 (17.4)
Parental ND cond.! Dev. Lang. Dis. 2 (8.7) Email: rdavis@qgmu.ac.uk / Twitter @rachaelvdavis
(inc. self-id.):N (%) Dyslexia | (4.3)
At least | parent with cond. ¢ (30.0) Dysprax!a 3 (13.0)
No parent w ND cond. 13 (65.0) R LIS, 6 (26.1) References
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