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this year, but his untimely death forced a change of
venue. We will miss his insatiable curiosity, his acute
observations, and his cheeky school-boy smile, but his
spirit will live on.  

David Mason was pre-deceased by his twin brother.
He is survived by his four children from previous mar-
riages, and by his wife.

The members of the International Lymphoma Study
Group (ILSG)

Peter M. Banks (Carolinas Medical Center, Charlotte NC,
USA, bankspds@aol.com)
John K.C. Chan  (Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Hong-Kong,
jkcchan@ha.org.hk)
Wing C. (John) Chan (University of Nebraska Medical
Center, jchan@unmc.edu) 
Andreas Chott  (University of Wien, Austria,
andreas.chott@meduniwien.ac.at) 
Riccardo Dalla Favera (Columbia University, USA,
rd10@columbia.edu) 
Christiane De Wolf-Peeters (Leuven University, Belgium,
christiane.peeters@uz.kuleuven.ac.be) 
Georges Delsol G (University of Toulouse, France,
delsol.g@chu-toulouse.fr) 
Martin Dyer (University of Leicester, UK, mjsd1@le.ac.uk)
Elias Campo (University of Barcelona, Spain,
ecampo@clinic.ub.es) 
Brunangelo Falini (University of Perugia, Italy,
faliniem@unipg.it) 
Randy Gascoyne (BC Cancer Agency, Vancouver, Canada,
rgascoyn@bccancer.bc.ca) 
Kevin Gatter (University of Oxford, UK,
kevin.gatter@ndcls.ox.ac.uk)
Philippe Gaulard (Henri Mondor Hospital, Paris, France,
philippe.gaulard@hmn.ap-hop-paris.fr) 
Thomas Grogan (University of Arizona, Tucson, USA,
tmgrogan@u.arizona.edu) 
Nancy Lee Harris (Massachusetts General Hospital,
Boston, USA, nlharris@partners.org) 
Peter G. Isaacson (University College, London, UK,
p.isaacson@ucl.ac.uk) 
Elaine S. Jaffe (National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, USA,
elainejaffe@nih.gov)
Philip M. Kluin (University of Groningen, The
Netherlands, p.m.kluin@path.azg.nl)
Daniel M. Knowles (Weill Cornell Medical College, New
York, USA, dknowles@med.cornell.edu)
Shigeo Mori (University of Tokio, Japan, mori@ims.u-
tokyo.ac.jp)
H. Konrad Mueller-Hermelink (University of Wurzburg,
Germany, path062@mail.uni-wuerzburg.de)
Shigeo Nakamura (Nagoya University, Japan, snaka-
mur@med.nagoia-u.ac.jp) 
Stefano Pileri (University of Bologna, Italy, pileri@orsola-
malpighi.med.unibo.it) 
Miguel Piris (CNIO, Madrid, Spain, mapiris@cnio.es)
Elisabeth Ralfkiaer (University of Copenhagen, Denmark,
eral@herlevhosp.kbhamt.dk) 
Reiner Siebert (University of Kiel, Germany,

rsiebert@medgen.uni-kiel.de) 
Harald Stein (University of Berlin, Germany,
harald.stein@charite.de)
Ih-Jen Su (National Cheng Kung University Hospital,
Taiwan, suihjen@ha.mc.ntu.edu.tw)
Steven H. Swerdlow (University of Pittsburgh, USA,
swerdlowsh@upmc.edu)   
Roger Warnke (Stanford University, USA, rwarnke@stan-
ford.edu)
Lawrence Weiss (City of Hope National Medical Center,
Duarte, USA, lweiss@coh.org)

Piero Martino (1946–2007)

Professor Piero (Pietro) Martino died last November
at the age of 61 after just over a year of an unfair bat-
tle with a fatal illness. In view of his many important
contributions to the field of infectious complications in
patients with hematologic malignancies, it is appropri-
ate for the scientific community, as well as for his many
friends and colleagues, to remember him and his very
substantial achievements.

After presenting his final thesis at the Faculty of
Medicine of “La Sapienza” University in Rome, he
spent a research period in France. On his return on
Italy, he conducted clinical and laboratory studies on
endocarditis under the guidance of Prof. Piero Serra
(Rome). In the 70s he began working at the
Hematology Institute at “La Sapienza” University head-
ed by Prof. Franco Mandelli, where he set up a special-
ized laboratory for microbiology and virology. The
long-lasting collaboration with Mario Venditti also
began during these years.

Piero Martino was an outstanding pioneer in the field
of infections in immunocompromised hosts. It is worth
recalling that in the 70s and 80s research and clinical
groups such as the one set up in Rome were only to be
found at a few Institutions, such as the Memorial
Sloan-Kettering in New York and the National Institute
of Health in Bethesda.

His research activity, mainly clinical, was dedicated
to the study of emerging infections: endocarditis and
epidemic infections by pseudomonas aeruginosa in the
70s, new infections due to gram-negative and gram-
positive bacteria in the 80s, new bacterial, fungal and
viral pathogens in the 90s, and in more recent years
new strategies to prevent and manage infections in the
immunocompromised host. These studies resulted in
the publication of over 250 scientific papers and in his
contribution to numerous textbooks of internal medi-
cine and infectious diseases.

He took part in many different Scientific Committees
of the Istituto Superiore di Sanità (Rome), and of the
Italian Ministries of Health and of Foreign Affairs.

He was a member of many Scientific Boards, such as
the GIMEMA Infection Program and the International
Herpes Management Forum, and contributed to the
design of numerous national and international research
protocols.

The activities of the GIMEMA Infection Group,



which was set up
in the late 80s,
were aimed at the
prevention and
treatment of  bac-
terial, fungal and
viral complication
in patients with
h e m a t o l o g i c
malignancies. The
first important co-
operative study on
“Prevention of
bacterial infection
in neutropenic
patients with
h e m a t o l o g i c
malignancies” was

published in 1991 in the Annals of Internal Medicine.
The results of this multicentric, randomized trial were
of great clinical importance and a recent study pub-
lished in 2005 in the New England Journal of Medicine
(“Levofloxacin to prevent bacterial infection in patients
with cancer and neutropenia”) further confirmed the
efficacy of anti-bacterial prevention in febrile neu-
tropenic patients. During these years, important contri-
butions were also made to the prevention of fungal
infections and published in the Annals of Internal
Medicine (1994) and in Clinical Infectious Diseases
(1999). Randomized studies were also conducted and
published on empirical anti-bacterial therapy (Anti-
microbial Agents Chemotherapy 1994, Clinical Infect-
ious Diseases 2001) and a number of observational
studies have been reported on the frequency, clinical
impact and prognosis of usual, less frequent and rare
fungal infections (British Journal of Haematology 1995,
1997, 2000), Haematologica 2001, 2004, Journal of
Clinical Microbiology 2005). Two case-control studies
on the possible relationship between various types of
leukemia and viral infections were also conducted and
published (Cancer Epidemiology Biomarkers and
Prevention 1996, British Journal of Cancer 1999).
Particular attention has been given to the study of her-
pes viruses, namely cytomegalovirus infections in
immunocompromised patients, with particular empha-
sis on diagnosis, clinical manifestations, treatment and
prognosis. Papers have been published in many jour-
nals, including Chest (1993), Journal of Infection
(1996), Blood (1997), Journal of Infectious Diseases
(2000), and BMC Infectious Diseases (2006). The group
participated in two important multicenter studies on

cytomegalovirus  infection published in the Lancet
(1994) and in the New England Journal of Medicine
(2005). Relevant studies concerning the role (or non-
role) of HHV-8 in myeloma patients and in allografted
patients have been reported in the Journal of the
National Cancer Institute (1998 & 2005). Results of
studies on the role of EBV infections in stem cell donors
and of the BFRF protein in different tumors were also
reported in the International Journal of Cancer (1997)
and in the Journal of the National Cancer Institute
(2001).

The many and wide-ranging activities of the
GIMEMA Infection Program were always conducted in
close collaboration and harmony with Professor
Albano Del Favero (Perugia) and Francesco Menichetti
(Pisa), two very close and long-standing friends of
Piero.

His legacy to the Institute in Rome rests heavily on
his three younger collaborators who always worked so
closely synergy with him: Giuseppe Gentile, Corrado
Girmenia and Alessandra Micozzi. To them falls the
task of continuing his work in the way he would have
desired.

I cannot end this tribute to Piero without a more per-
sonal note. We worked closely together in Rome – next
door to each other – for many years. We had very dif-
ferent origins: Piero came from Sicily and I was born in
Northumberland, yet we developed a close friendship
over the years. He was a brilliant clinician with a deep
knowledge of medicine, but I would like to remember
him also for his much broader overall knowledge, cul-
ture and unique sense of humor. His father, Gaetano
Martino, had been Professor of Physiology, the last
medical Rector of “La Sapienza” University and
Minister of Foreign Affairs. As Minister he promoted
the Messina Conference which took place in June 1955
and represents the starting point of the history of the
European Union. This was the academic, cultural and
international environment in which Piero Martino was
brought up and which was always apparent in his atti-
tude to life and his relationship with others.

He is survived by his beloved wife Caterina and
daughter Benedetta. Many of us will continue to miss
him deeply both from a professional point of view and,
more especially, as a friend.

Robin Foà

Professor of Hematology, "La Sapienza" University, Rome, Italy
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