
The Prince Street Cycling Ambition Fund (CAF)
project will create a high quality, 8-80’s cycle 
route up the west side of Prince Street from 
Cumberland Road, over Prince Street bridge 
to the Centre. This is part of the City Centre 
North- South cycle route. It seeks to enhance 
the walking and cycling experience, improve 
accessibility and deliver a high quality public 
realm for key destinations on Harbourside. 

This consultation outlines the Council’s 
aspirations for the whole of Broad Quay and 
Narrow Quay, but CAF funding is available only 
for those elements directly related to the cycle 
route. The other public realm improvements 
will be phased and implemented when funding 
becomes available. 

Introduction

Prince Street Cycling Ambition Fund
Public Realm Project

CAF cycle route (funded)

Public realm improvements

KEY
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Complete a feedback 
form and play your 
part in the design of 
the Cycling Ambition 
Fund scheme

(Not fully funded)
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Objectives
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1
Create a dedicated 
8-80’s cycle route 
Deliver a high quality 
dedicated cycle route 
providing a safe environment 
for all ages and abilities.

2
Prioritise sustainable 
transport users
Give more space to people 
walking, cycling and using 
public transport rather than 
private vehicles.

To integrate the new cycling infrastructure into the existing urban fabric and 
achieve wider benefits for pedestrians and the public realm of Harbourside

3 
Understand the 
context: enhance 
the public realm
Reflect the character of 
the historic environment 
and enhance key 
destinations on 
Harbourside. Integrate 
the cycle route into the 
existing urban fabric to 
create wider benefits to 
the public realm. 

Vision

4 
Phasing, funding 
and delivery
Phase the project to 
deliver the scheme 
as funding becomes 
available.
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Existing Movement 
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Prince Street is a wide street with relatively 
low traffic levels, but a key public transport 
corridor whose use will increase with the 
introduction of Metrobus. It is also a busy 
cycling and pedestrian corridor, where 
people walking and cycling are pushed 
together and frequently have to share 
space. By creating dedicated cycle provision 
the project seeks to increase safety for 
walkers and cyclists, particularly at key 
nodes, to enhance both the pedestrian and 
cycling experience. 

The new cycle routes will link into existing 
and improving cycle infrastructure on The 
Centre, the Chocolate Path, the Brunel Mile 
and Cumberland Road.
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Key Issues
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1 Limited space pushes pedestrians 
and cyclists together in The 
Centre, especially behind the 
bus stops and above the cascade 
steps.

Unauthorised car parking along 
the historic quay side of Narrow 
Quay.

High bus numbers make cycling 
feel unsafe for many on Prince 
Street

Vehicles on Farrs Lane and Narrow 
Quay detract from the leisure 
environment. Poor quality public 
realm and uneven historic setts 
make access to key destinations, 
such as Arnolfini, difficult.

Unwelcoming entrance barriers to 
Princes Wharf restrict access and 
present a poor environment for 
MShed

People risk injury on the railway 
tracks along Princes Wharf 
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Existing materials
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French limestone with wooden 
boardwalk and fan setts around 
the fountains will remain 
unchanged.
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Pennant stone on the 
delineated cycle and pedestrian 
route, with setts on the road 
around Queen Square.

Historic setts along Narrow 
Quay running in different 
directions are important to 
local character but create 
access difficulties.

Pennant crossover stones with 
cast iron kerbs and setts are 
characteristic of the historic 
dock environment.

Concrete with brushed finish 
and trowelled edge retain 
the industrial character and 
complements the historic rails 
in the new development on 
Harbourside.

1 The new palette of materials 
being laid with Metrobuss 
include York stone, granite and 
Pennant stone to provide an 
accessible surface.
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Key views
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2
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View north  from Narrow 
Quay to the fountains: poor 
quality public realm but a 
good events space.

2
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View from Queen Square: 
Thunderbolt Square is a key 
pedestrian/cycle link with long 
views to St Michael’s Hill.

3

View west down Farrs Lane: 
poor quality public realm on 
major pedestrian/cycle route. 
Traffic creates conflict.

4

View along the Arnolfini 
looking east towards St Mary 
Redcliffe: historic setts present 
difficulties for greater use of 
space.

5

View looking south along 
Wapping Road with the 
eastern end of Princes Wharf: 
cluttered approach to major 
visitor destination. 

6

View west across The Centre: 
a busy pedestrian/cycle route, 
a popular destination and  an 
events space.

1
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Opportunities
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Thunderbolt Square
 – Improve cycling/pedestrian link 
from Thunderbolt Square to 
Broad Quay 

 – Integrate high quality 
MetroBus stop at key visitor 
location

 – New tree planting, upgraded 
carriageway and paving.

Farrs Lane
 – Remove traffic from Farrs Lane

 – Promote cycling and 
pedestrian priority on Brunel 
Mile

 – Upgrade pedestrian/cycle 
crossing to Queen Square.

Arnolfini
 – Remove traffic from Narrow 
Quay 

 – Create smoother surface using 
cut setts in key areas

 – Provide segregated cycle route 
along Prince Street 

 – Reduce congestion on Prince 
Street BridgePrinces Wharf

 – Declutter the entrance to 
Princes Wharf

 – Enhance approach to M Shed 

 – Upgrade the cycle route 
around the back of M Shed

Museum Square
 – Clearly define cycle route to 
encourage people not to cycle 
in front of M Shed 

 – Remove barriers and enhance 
the approach to Princes Wharf. 

Wapping Road roundabout
 – Connect Prince Street cycle 
route with south side of 
Cumberland Road (route 41)

Broad Quay
 – Integrate proposals with 
Metrobus Scheme

 – Increase space for people 
walking and cycling around the 
bus stop and steps

 – Connect with existing cycling 
routes across the Centre.
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Movement Strategy
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Improving pedestrian and cycling provision 
requires some changes to existing vehicular 
movement and access arrangements. The 
principle changes are:

1. All vehicular access to be from Assembly   
 Rooms Lane, with authorised access only   
 south along Narrow Quay and no parking   
 on the quayside.

2.  Pedestrianise Farrs Lane and Narrow Quay   
 to continue the traffic free environment   
 around Harbourside. 

3. Reduced parking and loading on Prince   
 Street. 
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Design principles

3
Reduce traffic and 
provide clarity for 
pedestrians and 
cyclists
Reduce traffic on Farrs Lane 
and Narrow Quay to create 
high quality walking and cycling 
routes. Design shared spaces to 
provide clarity for pedestrians 
and cyclists.

5
City greening 

Plant new trees along the route 
to create a green corridor from 
Broad Quay to Cumberland 
Road.
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2
Increase connectivity

Ensure the new cycle route 
connects easily with existing 
and proposed cycle routes. 

6
Retain the historic 
character
Retain the existing character 
of the conservation area,     
re-using and reworking 
historic materials where 
appropriate.

7
De-clutter 

De-clutter the environment 
to reduce visual intrusion and 
unnecesary obstacles that 
can create pinchpoints for 
pedestrians and cyclists.

8
Enhance views
        

4
Increase accessibility 
to key destinations 

Enhance the public realm to 
increase accessibility to key 
destinations such as MShed 
and the Arnolfini.  

1
Design a segregated 
cycle route

Design a high quality, two-
way, segregated cycle route 
up Prince Street. 

Enhance views around the 
Docks and Broad Quay to 
celebrate this key destination 
and create a high quality visitor 
experience.
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