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Brad Pitt is a singular actor in Hollywood’s glamorous world, breaking 
through his “playboy image” and bringing a powerful wind on American 
cinema’s renewal. Discover the hidden side of the most handsome man in 
the world.

In forty years of an exceptional career, Brad Pitt has accomplished the triple feat of escaping the fate 
that was promised to him, of twisting Hollywood’s arm and of driving a major renewal of American 
cinema. 

This will be an all-archival film, carried by a voice-over that will help us truly understand his career. 
The colossal mass of interviews, red carpets, making-of, films, covers, and photos offers sufficient 
material to tell the story of his trajectory from Springfield to his consecration at the 2020 Oscars. A 
rich iconography to which are added the testimonies of prestigious directors such as David Fincher, 
Quentin Tarantino, Ridley Scott, Andrew Dominik or James Gray, as well as Dede Gardner, the 
president of Plan B Entertainment. 

Time and timing will be carefully considered, in order to create suspense, surprise, questions and 
joy. Our hero’s journey includes the stages and stakes worthy of his films: young Brad in his ordinary 
world, quickly caught up by the call of adventure, a breathless life that accelerates with the chance 
of trials and successes; on the way, the hero questions his quest and the means to achieve it. Will he 
reach his goal by remaining an actor? Before our eyes he changes his objective by moving to 
production for a triumphant result. With a new aura, he will return to his profession of actor to 
finally reach the grail, the Oscar.

In the same way that “Once Upon a Time in Hollywood” could be used to talk about Brad Pitt’s childhood, 
other films will be used for their documentary value, in that they recall parts of his actual life: 
“Thelma and Louise”, for how similar to the real Pitt his character is (a student trying to get back to 
his hometown along Route 66); “Seven”, in which his on-screen lover turns out to be his real-life 
partner; his appearance in “Friends” alongside Jennifer Aniston; in “Spy Game”, in which his character 
finds a mentor in Robert Redford; in “Mr. & Mrs. Smith” with Angelina Jolie (which contains some 
very interesting scenes of dating, love at first sight, and relationship crises); and above all in “By 
the Sea”, still with Angelina Jolie, in which the drama of their stormy separation was played out on 
film. 

Director’s Intent
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Synopsis
In just a few years, since the success of “Thelma and Louise” in 1991, Brad Pitt has become a true sex 
symbol. The hysteria surrounding his invitation to Oprah in 1998 was symptomatic. “Since I’ve been 
hosting this show, I’ve never felt such excitement,” says the legendary host. 

Everyone dreams of knowing more, but no one will learn anything. Would Brad Pitt only have his 
beauty to offer?

20 years later, at the Oscars, the media is still hounding him, and he still laughs it off when their 
questions are about him rather than his films.
Brad Pitt’s story is that of a man who has turned his overly clean and smooth image on its 
head, to serve American auteur cinema.

A Childhood On The Edge of Route 66
“I feel like I spent my childhood in the land of Mark Twain or Jesse James.” 
Born on December 18, 1963, William Bradley Pitt grew up in Springfield, in a stable and religious 
family of 3 children. He did well at school and was destined for a career in journalism. On the eve of 
his exams, the story of this truck driver’s son was still 
being written light years away from Hollywood, in the 
trouble-free America of which he was preparing to 
write the local chronicle.
He left Springfield on a whim. 

If he had not been awestruck by “Pat Garrett and Billy 
the Kid” at the age of six, if he had not admired Robert 
Redford so much, who knows if he would even have 
had the idea to run away?
For William Bradley, cinema is a childhood dream, a 
window into the World, Time and History.
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Farm Boy
Five years later, after a few appearances in series and commercials, “Thelma and Louise” made him 
“the next big thing” thanks to his memorable character of a sexy hitchhiker, straight out of a Levi’s 
advert. It was the first time he was entrusted with a big screen role. This student with a rural accent 
strutting his model-like figure along the side of Route 66 looks just like the real him. So much so 
that the cinema could not imagine him playing anything else.

From then on, he lent his angelic face to the characters of good farm boys in historical westerns 
concerned with improving the reputation of WASP America (“Legends of the Fall”, “A River Runs 
Through It”) and made great strides. But the actor feels that he is heading down a dead end and 
that his films are rooting him in the caricature of America that he wanted so much to escape.

Cardinal Sin
In 1995, David Fincher’s “Seven” changed the game.

Brad Pitt uses his fame when arguing with the studios to defend the dark version of the film. He is 
the lead in “Seven” because his name sells, of course, but also because he is the young director’s 
brave and determined ally. He is the antithesis of the reassuring clichés of his previous films and 
finally has an opportunity to alter his image. That same year, Terry Gilliam offered him the role of 
a madman in “12 Monkeys”. He received a Golden Globe for his performance.
From then on, Brad Pitt did not distinguish himself by writing roles for himself or by going behind 
the camera, but by embracing being a muse.
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“Destroy Something Beautiful”
Jared Leto, youthful, platinum blonde, is viciously beaten down in a clandestine fight. “I wanted to 
destroy something pretty,” says his tormentor. Standing at the back of the crowd is Brad Pitt as a 
libertarian guru. Once again, David Fincher’s “Fight Club” owes much to the actor’s support. Wi-
thout him, the studio would never have funded the project, because its themes are too dark. And 
yet, Brad Pitt insists on having this darkness. 

The film is a major turning point in his career. He has just regained control of his image, pushing it 
further than most actors already. Finally assuming his status as a Hollywood product, allowing himself 
to laugh at his function as a simple commodity, Brad Pitt savours the pleasure of subverting 
expectations. 

Plan B
Since “Seven”, Pitt has known that his influence, placed at the service of an authorial requirement, 
can benefit the quality of films. Plan B, the independent production company he set up in 2006, 
aims to use this influence openly. Like his role model Robert Redford did with the Sundance festival.

“Sundance” and “Plan B” are new opportunities for filmmakers to be discovered and produced. 
As if to symbolise this, “The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford” – an austere 
and ambitious work with a complicated development process – won him the 2007 Best Actor 
Award in Venice. From then on, Brad Pitt would only accept auteur projects, whether he was the 
lead or not. At the age of 40, the kid from Missouri is now devoting himself to what he set out 
to do on Route 66: the art of cinema.
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Rewriting History, “Unboring” America
In the 2000s and 2010s, Brad Pitt has been working on a number of prestigious projects. Filmmakers 
find in him a welcoming star who, rather than controlling everything like Tom Cruise, puts his 
talents at the service of those he admires, entrusting them with the task of maintaining his success. 
The secret of his longevity lies there: in the awareness of being an object of desire. Choosing filmmakers 
is his privilege. It is the same strategy as that of the female stars of Hollywood’s golden age, for 
whom having influence served above all to choose their portraitist well (Von Sternberg/Dietrich, 
Hawks/Hepburn, Hitchcock/Kelly).

In 2014, he co-produced a project dear to his heart: Steve Mc Queen’s “Twelve Years a Slave”: a moving 
tale about slave-owning America that won the Best Picture Oscar.
His influence made him a sponsor of the cinema that made him dream.

A Reversal of Fortune
Hollywood’s most high-profile couple break up after 11 years together, leaving their seven children 
(four of them adopted) to the fury of speculation. While rumours of alcoholism have been circulating, 
the actor’s image has not been left unscathed, nor has the man’s. The sadness that he had strug-
gled so hard to make credible on screen hit him for the first time in real life.

Brad Pitt had already experienced this bitter divorce in a film, in 2005, when he met Angelina Jolie 
on the set of the comedy “Mr. & Mrs. Smith”.  In 2015, Jolie filmed herself with him in “By the Sea”, a 
story of a couple’s crisis in the South of France.

Since then, she has given up film to devote herself to her children. Brad, on the other hand, has 
stayed in cinema.
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Once Upon a Time in Hollywood
In Quentin Tarantino’s film, he plays a stunt double in a role that holds a stark, distorting mirror up 
to him: Cliff Booth, his character in the film, is what he might have become had success not fallen 
into his lap. A placid, debonair bachelor, driving his useless charisma around in his boss’s convertible, 
in a city he knows by heart without it being reciprocated. A second-rate actor who, in the evening, 
would go and nestle in front of a cinema screen, for failure to appear on it. 

With this role, in 2020, he received the coveted Oscar while his intimate life was reduced to nothing. 
That same year, he was also nominated for another film, “Ad Astra”. 

Today, Brad Pitt finds himself halfway between the two. Part of him orbits beyond the world, in 
an isolation comparable to James Gray’s cosmos. Another part of him continues to evoke this 
film craftsman, with his dog for company and Hollywood as his true love. 

The Midwestern kid has long since matched his model. Since Redford never managed to win an 
Oscar for acting, he may even have surpassed him, as Plan B is to production what Sundance is to 
independent film.
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