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Why did the release of Deep Throat in 1972 have such a strong impact on our western 
civilizations?

It could be summarized as follows:

• It was the first time that a porn movie was shown on the big screen for the general public. 
Porn was no longer confined to screenings in sex shops or brothels: porn was becoming 
mainstream.

• Porn even became “ fashionable”, synonymous with freedom, destroying the stifling shackles 
of morality: the term porno chic was then coined by the New York Times to describe this 
new wave of pornographic movies.

• Female pleasure was put forward in a playful film: the clitoris was even the hero of the film 
(albeit judiciously placed for the pleasure of men). In 1976, during the Deep Throat trial – for 
the federal crime of interstate transportation of obscene material – the judge even candidly 
asked what “clitoral orgasm” means

• Linda Lovelace, the first porn star in history, was celebrated by the media and more popular 
stars. She was also the first to denounce the working conditions in porn a few years later. At 
the time, no one believed that she was threatened and abused by her husband: a sad echo 
to current events. At the time of #meetoo, her testimony and its reception take on a whole 
new dimension.

• The first “sex war”, as it was called at the time: the budding feminist movement split in 
two groups divided on the subjects of pornography and prostitution. On one side, the pro-
sex advocated the liberation of women’s sexuality without censorship; on the other, the 
abolitionists denounced the exploitation of women and the rape culture they felt was being 
conveyed by porn. A divide that is still relevant today.

Synopsis
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Telling this story from today’s perspective invites us 
to explore the social and cultural revolution that took 
place at the beginning of the sexual revolution of the 
70s in a new light. The release of Deep Throat draws a 
clear line, as it was a crazy transgression at the time. 
And yet, it still does not feel outdated nowadays, in 
a time when pornography is readily accessible to 
anyone on the Internet. This attempt to make cinema 
with the obscene was a pioneering idea from which 
we still have a lot to learn. From this time, society 
was torn between libertarian avant-garde, moral 
or religious conservatism, and the never-ending 
questioning about the representation of “ the woman” 
as subjected to the desire of “ the man”.

But this cultural event does not warrant a simplified 
discourse on pornography, quite the contrary. Most 
notably because the film is a comedy which devotes 
most of its screen time to the feminine pleasure, 
because it has liberated the morals, the thoughts, 
the representations, because it has also inspired 
communication and advertising for so many years... 
The hectic years that followed the film’s release 
were characterized by many attempts at censorship: 
through numerous lawsuits, an FBI investigation on 
the mafia circles that produced and distributed the 
film, new laws on obscenity, the creation of an X rating 
in the United States and elsewhere, etc. 

But the testimony of Linda Lovelace was even more 
groundbreaking. In 1980, she denounced the abuse 
and mistreatment she was subjected to, and which 
led her to become a porn actress: what she calls her 
Ordeal (the title of her book). This testimony and its 
reception by the media is especially harrowing in 
this post #meetoo era. In this documentary, I want to 
believe Linda – unlike the previous two documentaries 
on this subject, the one by HBO in 2005 and the one 
by Channel 4 in 2001, which deemed her testimony 
not credible.

The words of Linda Marchiano, as she was then known, 
echoed a branch of the feminist movement born in 
the mid-70s; against pornography, and more precisely 
against rape culture.  The term is still hotly debated 
nowadays, with a new wave of feminism emerging. In 
this context, going back to the roots, listening to the 
pioneers of feminism who fought among themselves 
on the question of pornography, between freedom 
and legislation on the representation of women, 
seems sensible.

Note of intent
Criticism that is no longer thinly veiled behind religion, 
but that still expresses the fear of losing a privilege – 
of conquest for some, of seduction for others. From 
its inception, feminism, in its diversity and its inner 
fighting, has led a reflection that is still enlightening, 
has asked key questions for which we may not yet 
have all the answers. 

My wish is not to formalize the issues around 
this subject, but on the contrary to broaden our 
perceptions. Deep Throat might be more about 
sexuality than about pornography because it is a 
joyful film at its core (the film even starts with a disco 
remix of Ode to Joy) that heavily leans into comedy. 
That is also how the director Damiano defended his 
vision.

The “innocence” displayed in pornographic films 
at the time is a stark contrast to modern, mass-
produced gonzo scenes. What kind of pornography is 
Deep Throat most closely related to? This is perhaps 
the underlying narrative of this film: to rethink the 
representation of sexuality without any preconceived 
notions, in the respect of actresses (still today the first 
victims of this industry), while taking into account our 
sometimes so contradictory impulses.
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This documentary will essentially be built around the archives of the time. An era between Black and White 
and the oh so recognizable chroma of the 70s – with its distinct looks and disco funk music. There is something 
unquestionably epic about this story. All the protagonists of this adventure have been extensively interviewed 
(directors, actors, lawyer, prosecutor, feminists from both sides), allowing us to retrace step by step the event 
and its consequences. And they are numerous at the societal level of course, but also at the judicial level. The 
narrative will focus on the first aspect, but will be able to use the second for the dramaturgy of the film – the 
minutes of the different trials shedding a much-needed light on the different stakeholders. By focusing on the 
fate of several key characters, the narrative reveals all the implications of this societal revolution. At this point, 
we have identified three strong characters:

Linda Boreman (Linda Lovelace’s maiden name) is obviously at the heart of this story; her pioneering role and 
tragic fate will allow us to better understand the successive debates around pornography that have plagued 
American society. This documentary will embrace Linda’s point of view. She is our main character. She was 
a bored young girl that Chuck Traynor (a strip club owner) discovered and seduced. He then became her 
husband, manager and pimp. With our current hindsight, we simply cannot ignore Linda’s ordeal and the 
abuse she suffered. Just as one can no longer see Deep Throat and remain oblivious to the bruise on her thigh 
in one of the first scenes by the pool, where she explains that she has never had an orgasm.

Gloria Steinem is a key figure in American feminism. She supported Linda Boreman after the release of her 
book The Ordeal in 1980. She was very active with WAP (Women Against Pornography) to ban pornography.

Annie Sprinkle was an 18 years old usher in a porn cinema on the 42nd in 1972, before becoming a porn 
actress, and activist. She was interviewed at the time of the release of the film. She would also become 
Gerard Damiano’s lover. Nowadays, she’s a performer and has been advocating since the 80s for a subversive 
pornography and a joyful and unbridled sexuality.

Their story will tell us more about this time, and help us better understand how Deep Throat was the revelation 
of a new expression of the sexual freedom so tightly corseted before. This liberation led to very divisive and 
vocal reactions within American society, the woman’s body and her pleasure being of course the object of 
all the debates. But this story is about more than just America or even just this era. Thanks to interviews 
with actresses and feminist porn directors from Europe today, porn historians or porn studies advocates, the 
international scope of this phenomenon and its contemporary echo will be widely addressed. Without any 
moral posturing, I wish to look at what is happening with pornography, which has been massively consumed 
since Deep Throat.

Director’s note
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Annie Sprinkle
Born Ellen Steinberg in 1952, she began her career as a stripper and porn actress at the age of 18. Today she 
is a performer, director, author, certified sexologist and pro-sex activist. When Deep Throat was released, 
Annie Sprinkle worked at the cash register of the Tucson’s Plaza Cinema. Having sold tickets for the film, she 
is questioned during the Deep Throat trial. It is in these circumstances that she meets the director Gerard 
Damiano and becomes his lover.

Gloria Steinem
Author, journalist, editor and feminist political activist. A leading figure in the American feminist movement of 
the late 60s and early 70s. She is the founder, in 1971, of the liberal feminist magazine Ms. Feminist and co-
founder with Jane Fonda and Robin Morgan of the Women’s Media Center, which is an organization that aims 
to defend and strengthen the place of women in the media. She is an anti-porn feminist. She defended Linda 
Boreman when the latter talked about the violence she suffered from her husband Chuck Traynor for years. 
The two women joined forces in an anti-porn campaign to denounce the abuses of the porn industry. 

Christophe Bier , French historian of pornographic cinema, he has notably edited a Dictionary of French 
pornographic and erotic feature films in 16 and 35 mm (2011)

Susanna Paasonen, professor at the University of Turku (Finland), one of the most important figures in porn 
studies (academic research on pornography), she has written several articles on Deep Throat

Florian Vörös , lecturer in information and communication sciences at the University of Lille, one of the main 
French specialists in porn studies

Witnesses of the golden age of French porn in the 1970s:

Directors Jean-François Davy (author of Exhibition in 1975) and Gérard Kikoïne , actresses Brigitte Lahaie,  
Claudine Beccarie and Marilyn Jess.

Contemporary views on Deep Throat / and on the mainstreaming of porn:

Ovidie , former pornographic actress and director of feminist pornographic films, more recently author of 
several books and documentaries denouncing the abuses of the pornographic industry

Erika Lust , Swedish director, pioneer and major figure of feminist porn

Émilie Jouvet , director and photographer, pro-sex feminist, notably author of queer pornographic films

Paulita Pappel , Spanish figure of Alt. Porn (representation of all bodies, all genders), actress and ethical 
producer, programmer for the Berlin Porn Film Festival specialized in Alt. Porn. 
 
Julia Ducournau, director, author of Grave (2016) and Titanium (2021), which plays with the codes of horror 
films to evoke sexuality and transgression.

Nine Antico , author of Coney Island Baby, a graphic novel about the lives of Bettie Page and Linda Lovelace. 
Nine Antico’s work is strongly borrowed from the pornographic genre.

Anoushka , feminist producer and director of pornographic films. Nagisa Oshima’s Empire of the Senses 
(presented at the Cannes Film Festival in 1976) was the first pornographic film she saw and it triggered her 
desire to make aesthetic pornographic films.

Speakers
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