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Of the approximate 600 species of land birds that nest in Europe, nearly 
half migrate each year in spring and fall to more favorable areas to breed 
and find food. Migratory birds fly thousands of kilometers to reach their 
final destination in Africa or the Middle East. While crossing Europe, 
they have to endure the drying up of wetlands, pollution, urbanization, 
intensive agriculture and climate change. But a new community solidarity 
is emerging Lovers of these great travelers are waiting for their return. 
Driven by the same passion, they pass the torch from country to country 
to watch over them.

What if the birds above and beyond our borders end up being the 
reason we try to save our planet?

Pitch

 1





Intent

This documentary is part of a broader attempt to take a different look at wildlife and 
environmental films – not just observing wildlife behaviors but also addressing environmental 
issues with the right context. The film’s goal is to raise awareness about the preservation of 
nature. It must therefore amaze the viewer with the beauty of its poetic aesthetics and the 
strength of its stories without excluding the presence of humans. By weaving humans into 
our story, we give our wildlife film another dimension that seems to me more necessary and 
compelling. Obviously, the future of humanity is linked to the preservation of wildlife in all 
its diversity. The migratory bird is therefore essential to our future. 

Words,  Images and Music

We will experience migration through the eyes of those who usually observe and study 
it. They are European citizens who are passionate about migratory birds and who are on 
the ground. Whether they be scientists, naturalists, ecologists or simple bird lovers. This 
one-day meeting has become a faithful appointment, year after year, that they would not 
miss for anything in the world. Each of their meeting has its own theme, in order to keep it 
fresh, fun and always inspiring. Each one expresses themselves in their national language 
(German, Dutch, French, Portuguese and Spanish). Sometimes when they are on screen 
but most often in voice-over. The aim here is to give the film a personal and almost intimate 
dimension. The attraction that the birds exert on the citizens of the countries they travel 
through is revealed little by little, without being too explicit, «show don’t tell”. This complicity 
is born of the same passion, across borders. They realize that they share the same concerns 
for nature. They become aware that they live on the same territory, whose borders are 
no longer drawn by humans but by birds. Each stage of the journey, each encounter, will 
be framed by an animal sequence accompanied by original music by Laetitia Pansanel-
Garric, whom I trust will do it justice. Thus the emotion felt in the musical scene will prepare, 
reinforce or prolong the spectator ’s reflection. 

Through the spectacular aspect and the emotion of the images, The Beating Wings of 
Europe opens to us some of the most beautiful sanctuaries of wild life in the European 
continent, where we film the fauna’s most interesting behaviors. It is a film that is both 
playful and poetic. The spectacular images that we will acquire will reinforce certain scenes 
of the film. Especially to establish the settings of our stories and to enrich the diversity of 
the different species of birds that we will film: seabirds, waders, passerines, birds of prey...

THIERRY RAGOBERT

Treatment
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GERMANY - The island of Trischen
In the middle of summer, the Wadden Sea is the first 
stopover for migratory birds that have left the Arctic 
regions where they have been breeding to reach their 
wintering grounds further south.  Protected since the 
early 1980s by a European cooperation agreement, 
the Wadden Sea Islands are wildlife sanctuaries in 
the world’s largest mudflat and sand ecosystem 
bordering three countries – Denmark, Germany and 
the Netherlands. For more than a century, numerous 
ornithologists have taken turns on the island of Trischen, 
off the Elbe estuary in Germany, to count migratory 
birds. Today, fishing is better regulated, but now the 
birds suffer from global warming: summer heat waves 
decimate the shellfish. This ecosystem has found its 
balance over millions of years of evolution. In the last 
50 years, human activities have disrupted it in such a 
profound and sudden way that it has no time to adapt. 
The threat is imminent and very real!

NETHERLANDS
Following their instinct, migratory birds continue their 
journey. They have reached the European continent 
and fly over the large cities where humans gather. 
In the Netherlands, the fate of migratory birds is 
linked to the activities of a military base of the Royal 
Netherlands Air Force. Radar reveals the existence of 
major bird migration routes across Europe: the East 
Atlantic Flyway. This is the most important route used 
by millions of migratory birds to Africa every year. The 
journey over continental Europe is perilous for the 
birds. Urban planners in large cities have not taken 
into account their seasonal passage. Migratory birds 
are also not welcome on farms where they feed on the 
harvest.

FRANCE
The cranes of the Lake of Der - Champagne 
Ardenne
They are nature lovers who have traveled from all over 
Europe to observe the migration of the common crane. 
Their message has spread from country to country, 
from city to city. 700 kilometers and three borders were 
crossed to reach the Lac du Der, in Champagne, the 
largest artificial lake in Europe. The lake is above all a 
reservoir designed to regulate the flow of the Marne 
river, a tributary of the Seine. It is essential to avoid 
floods. Inaugurated in 1974, the birds immediately 
flocked to this new home.  

Filming locations
According to a well-established ritual, the cranes leave 
the lake at sunrise and roam the countryside to feed on 
insects, mollusks, worms, and especially on the corn 
kernels left behind after the harvest. At dusk, they return 
to the shores of the lake islands where they like to sleep 
with their feet in the water. As a sign of changing times, 
more and more cranes are spending the winter here. In a 
few decades, the crane population has increased tenfold 
in Europe. This miracle is not only due to its status as a 
protected species across the continent, but also to the 
generalization of corn culture. 

Arcachon Bay
Passerines are small birds that represent more than half 
of the migratory bird species. They have to fatten up 
before the trip to better resist this terrible ordeal. But it 
means slowing down... Exhausted bramblings are easy 
prey for Eleonora’s falcon, which has even timed its own 
migration to that of its prey. Among small birds such as 
passerines, predation is the main cause of mortality. To 
escape predators, some choose to travel at night. But 
then the city lights blind them, and many of them hit the 
skyscrapers’ glass facades head on...  One in two does 
not survive this period. The care center of the League for 
the Protection of Birds (LPO) on the Arcachon Bay is the 
largest in France. It welcomes more than 5 000 animals 
each year. 

Arjuzanx ,  the old mine turned oasis
Further south, a famous stopover awaits migratory birds. 
The protected site of Arjuzanx, in the Landes, used to be 
a gigantic lignite mine. It had devoured the landscape 
for decades. The 2 700 hectare site has been cleaned 
up, impounded and planted with vegetation; it has now 
become an oasis for wildlife. It is home to deers, hares, 
otters, teals, Dartford warblers, marsh harriers, etc. And 
of course, cranes have made it an essential stopover in 
their migration. The Arjuzanx site is also home to many 
species of passerines. They are carefully monitored, as 
ornithologists are concerned about their survival. 
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SPAIN
Organbidexka - Pyrenees
Some of the birds have already been traveling for 
several weeks now, on this grueling journey of more 
than a thousand kilometers. But a concrete natural 
border and new challenges await the birds: the dreaded 
barrier of the Pyrenees. The Organbidexka pass is a 
major site for migration between France and Spain.  
From the end of July to the end of November, over a 
hundred species, from the smallest passerines to large 
raptors, pass through there in an endless procession. 
There are many people watching and counting the 
black kites that pass through by the hundreds. Mary 
and John, from Wales, stand next to Catalans, Italians, 
Belgians... Professionals rub shoulders with amateurs 
in a passionate atmosphere.

Gibraltar
After 4 000 kilometers traveled in a few days from the 
Arctic regions and seven or eight borders crossed, the 
odyssey across the European continent is coming to an 
end. For some species, half of the birds did not survive. 
The youngest and the most experienced, the strongest 
and the luckiest are now gathering in Gibraltar, waiting 
for the wind to change so they can attempt the crossing 
to Africa. In Tarifa, the wind changes and the migratory 
birds leave Europe for Africa. More and more people 
in Europe are taking action to help migratory birds. 
These initiatives, this international cooperation, are 
encouraging signs that a peaceful relationship is 
possible between humans and wild animals. Birds have 
created links between humans who are driven by the 
same goal: the hope that their protégés will return the 
following year. Thanks to them, a Europe of nature is 
being built. What if migratory birds were to change the 
way we see the world? 

Filming locations
PORTUGAL
Storks in Lisbon
The field study takes the team to the outskirts of Lisbon. 
Migratory birds are trying to adapt, as best they can, 
to the increasingly difficult conditions we impose on 
them. Our poorly controlled activities are changing, 
perhaps irreversibly, their way of life and endangering 
their future.  A few decades ago, storks used to migrate 
5 000 kilometers to winter in the Sahel, in Africa. This is 
no longer the case today. They have become accustomed 
to staying in Spain, where they manage to feed all year 
round. Their migration is reduced by two thirds. Thus, in 
a few years, the migration of white storks may not even 
take place anymore. 
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