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1. IGUAZÙ FALLS - BRASIL & ARGENTINA

2. THE GALÀPAGOS ISLANDS - ECUADOR

3. THE CAÑO CRISTALES RIVER -
COLOMBIA

4. THE BISSAGOS ISLAND - GUINEA-
BISSAU

5.UMPHANG WILDLIFE SANCTUARY - 
THAILAND

6. LAKE KAINDY - KAZAKHSTAN

Some natural sites’ breathtaking beauty should not take 
away from their role as unique ecosystems. Within them, 
animal species and nature live in perfect harmony. Sadly, 
their wealth makes them a prime target for men’s greed. 
The fight to protect them is a relentless struggle, and the 
people who lead it have become true heroes of our time.

EPISODE OUTLINE
We discover how beautiful these sites are and their 
unique ecosystems in the company of rangers, zoologists 
or biologists who work on the ground to conserve them. 
In the heart of these breathtaking sites, we discover their 
work of protection, awareness or repopulation. They know 
these unique ecosystems like the back of their hand. They 
tell us about the dangers looming over the wildlife and 
explain what is being done every day to protect it. Thanks 
to their knowledge of the field, they design original – and 
sometimes unprecedented – solutions governments 
could implement to preserve these sites and their fauna 
for future generations.
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Between Brazil and Argentina lie some of the most beautiful waterfalls in 
the world, peaking at 80 meters. They extend in a circular arc for almost 3 
kilometers, around where the Iguazù flows into the Paraná. These falls hold 
the world record for the largest amount of water flowing over them – up to 
40 million liters per second. The water vapor they continuously generate 
has created a unique ecosystem: a rainforest inhabited by jaguars, tapirs, 
howler monkeys, harpy eagles, giant anteaters, toucans and parrots. Some 
species are intimately bound to the falls, such as great dusky swifts that 

nest behind the curtain of water to protect their blind offspring.
Protecting the falls and their fauna is a daily struggle against poaching at 
the heart of this immense site. Scientists and rangers are working hard to 
minimize mankind’s impact. On the Argentinean side, a small train has been 
built to force tourists to park far away from the falls; to avoid disturbing the 
animals’ peace. But here, the water itself is coveted: on the Brazilian side, 
scientists are fighting against a proposed hydroelectric dam upstream from 
the falls that could reduce the flow of water.

EPISODE 1 - IGUAZÙ FALLS
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More than 1000 kilometers off the coast of Ecuador, the Galapagos 
Islands form an amazing archipelago in the middle of the Pacific. The 
Galapagos and its volcanoes are home to unique animal species that have 
developed away from the outside world, on islands that humans have 
only occupied for a short time. The northern part of the archipelago is 
visited by the largest fish in the world, the whale shark, a prehistoric 
species weighing over 30 tons. Curious to see a large concentration of 
whale shark females, scientists hypothesize that they come here to give 
birth and take advantage of the nutrient-rich water, brought by the cold 
currents, to feed their young.  Arriving on rafts of vegetation, some of the 
iguanas have become amphibians in the Galapagos, to cope with the lack 
of vegetation on the islands and to take advantage of the profusion of 
seaweed. They are the only ones in the world. The penguins, as for them, 
have lost their fat to face a tropical climate.

Finally, land turtles have become the largest in the world, reaching 400 
kilos. Being able to live more than 200 years, they have become the 
architect species of the archipelago, deprived for a long time of 
herbivorous mammals. However, several serious problems threaten today 
these endemic species.  The climatic phenomenon El Niño, which warms 
the ocean and takes away a large part of their food from the marine 
iguanas and the Galapagos penguins, is occurring more and more 
frequently. And, on land, the unintentional introduction of invasive 
species, brought by humans, and their rapid multiplication threaten all 
native species.  Rangers and scientists fight day after day to preserve this 
unique extraordinary fauna, remnant of a bestiary millions of years old.

EPISODE 2 - THE GALÀPAGOS ISLANDS



5
Saving paradise  



6
 Saving paradise 

In the heart of the “Serranía de La Macarena” 
National Park, this crystal-clear river turns 
incredibly bright and fiery colors every year at the 
same time. These colors come from an endemic 
plant that reddens as soon as the first rains 
increase the river’s flow. The “River of Five Colors” 
then starts looking like a rolling rainbow. A fragile 
ecosystem has developed around this river with 

500 species of birds, 100 reptiles, 8 monkeys, 50 
varieties of orchids as well as jaguars, cougars and 
anteaters. This ecosystem is now threatened by 
global warming and deforestation in the Amazon, 
which are causing more and more frequent 
droughts and reducing the availability of water for 
animals and plants. An oil exploration project has 
even begun in an area 60 kilometers from the site, 

led by the company Hupecol. Studies are being 
carried out to estimate how much drilling would 
affect the area. The park has also increased the 
number of its rangers. At the same time, it is 
developing ecotourism to make the outside world 
aware of this beautiful place and how important it 
is to preserve it.

EPISODE 3 -  THE CAÑO CRISTALES RIVER
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EPISODE 4 -
THE BISSAGOS ISLANDS

A natural paradise located off the coast of Guinea Bissau, the 
Bissagos archipelago is a strategic place for the conservation of the 
planet's biodiversity. Only 23 of its 88 islands are inhabited by a 
population very respectful of its environment. They are an ideal 
refuge for a rich wildlife. Among them, we find the only hippos in 
the world that live part of their time in sea water, as well as 
crocodiles, manatees, sand fiddler crabs and periophthalmus, strange 
fish with frog-like eyes. Each year, the Bissagos hosts one of the 
largest gatherings of sea turtles in the world. More than 30,000 
turtles come to lay their eggs on the small island of Poilão, where 
the concentration of turtles per square meter breaks all records. 
However, the rise of the ocean level threatens this strategic nesting 
place and the increase of the temperatures affects the number of 
male turtles.

 The archipelago is also a wintering place for 800,000 migratory birds, 
some of which nest on the sandbanks. Within this almost intact 
ecosystem, marshes, endless beaches and vast mangroves shelter an 
outstanding biodiversity. The mangrove is key here for the protection of 
the environment: it stores carbon dioxide and slows down the erosion 
that is increasingly nibbling away at the coasts of these low-lying 
islands, victims of rising sea levels.

Threatened by climate change, this biodiversity is also impacted by 
pollution and intensive fishing. Local authorities, NGOs and foundations 
are mobilizing to preserve this ecological diversity and are fighting to 
have the archipelago classified as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, in order 
to have more means to protect it.
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EPISODE 5 -
THE UMPHANG SANCTUARY

The Thi Lo Su Falls lie in a thick mist-covered forest, in a 
remote mountainous region of northwestern Thailand, near the 
border with Burma. It is the largest waterfall in the country and the 
sixth largest in the world. The Mae Klong River rises up to 250 
meters in three sections. The last section flows into a large basin 
that is very popular with animals at night. As a matter of fact, the 
falls are located in the heart of a hard to access and legally 
protected area, the largest in the country, which includes the 
Umphang Wildlife Sanctuary as well as the Huai Kha Khaeng and 
Khlong Lan National Parks, listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 
This ocean of greenery made up of immense forests is populated 
by wild elephants, bears, monkeys, wild dogs and birds of all kinds.

Nature and animals benefit greatly from the site’s natural barriers. 
The 

local lodges and small hotels are located quite far from the falls and 
tourists leave well before nightfall, leaving the animals as sole masters 
in their kingdom. The area is subject to a rather harsh dry season, from 
December to March, during which it hardly rains at all. However, near 
the falls, the forest enjoys a year-round misting effect, providing a 
sanctuary for Thailand’s last tigers, which find an abundance of prey 
among the tapirs, deer and wild pigs.

The water from the falls has also dug a multitude of caves in which a 
number of Thai bears take refuge at nightfall. At the bottom of the falls, 
the banks and fruit trees attract smaller mammals such as monkeys 
(macaques and gibbons) and binturongs, which are typical of Southeast 
Asia. Their rhythms and lifestyles are very different, allowing them to 
share the falls’ many resources without conflict. For several decades, 
this protected and isolated area has become the target of poachers 
who capture some rare species for the animal trade and kill other 
species for bushmeat. Several parks and sanctuaries are also plagued 
by deforestation in their surrounding areas. Nowadays, residents and 
rangers are working together to ensure the area’s safety, preserve the 
bamboo forests, protect endangered animal species and ensure a bright 
future for this teeming ecosystem.
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An incredible submerged forest lies at the bottom 
of Lake Kaindy, in the heart of the Tien Shan 
Mountains in Kazakhstan, at an altitude of 1,700 
meters. Its chilly turquoise waters at only 6°C have 
developed an amazing ecosystem. In 1911, after 
an earthquake, a landslide created an artificial 
dam which raised the lake’s level. It submerged 
a spruce forest, the very cold water then allowed 
the spruce trunks to be preserved without 
decomposing. Underwater, a whole network of 

algae and aquatic plants grew around the trunks, 
giving the place an eerie beauty. The lake is home 
to trout that find abundant food thanks to the 
aquatic plants. The surrounding forests are home 
to wild boar, deer and bear, which feed on the lake’s 
trout. The animals’ presence is also important to 
the flora: their passage enables the dispersion of 
tree seeds, which maintains plant biodiversity. 
The area is also home to eagles and falcons and 
a variety of smaller birds. This isolated region 

on the border with Kyrgyzstan has opened up 
to responsible ecotourism. In addition to hikers 
and divers, the lake has become a fascinating 
case study for more and more scientists, what 
with its thriving underwater life and flourishing 
ecosystem. The region gets relatively few visits 
due to the difficulty to access it and the fact 
that Kazakhstan is not yet a well-known tourist 
destination.

EPISODE 6 -  LAKE KAINDY
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