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2 Reservations (09) 889 1580

Discover
Belle France 30

YEARS
ANNIVERSARY

SINCE 1986

Picardy,
Pas de Calais
and the Ardennes

Normandy

Brittany

The Loire

Champagne,
Alsace, Vosges and
Franche Comté

Charente
and Limousin

Dordogne,
Aquitaine and
the Pays Basque

Burgundy

Auvergne,
Cévennes and

the Rhône Alpes

Pyrenees
and Languedoc Provence

Paris

In 2016, Belle France celebrates its 30th year as the UK’s leading specialist tour
operator to France. From humble beginnings, we now offer over 60 holidays in more
than 20 of France’s most beautiful regions. As a team, we share a passion for the
French way of life and cuisine – not to mention more individual interests like French
wine, music and rugby. We look forward to sharing this passion with you and helping
you plan a truly memorable trip.

If flying in to Paris or London, we can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

○   We aim to provide a complete and trouble-free experience
○   Half board basis at hotels unless stated otherwise
○   Detailed notes for your holiday and local maps where necessary
○   Easy going routes - go at your own pace
○   We arrange transfer of luggage between hotels 
○   Bicycle hire when required, matched carefully to your height
○   Our expert advice and support before, during and after your holiday

Whether you are planning to ‘sneak a week’ with Belle France as part of a longer
trip to Europe, or wish to simply treat yourself to a Belle France holiday, allow
us to ensure your trip is a success.

Our travel consultants

have all lived in France,

so they know the

country well and can

speak fluent French.
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Experience
our experience

‘If we did not 
think

Belle France w
ere

excellent, we w
ould not

have been on h
oliday with

them every yea
r for the

past 10 years.’

Mr Mrs Ande
rson - Octobe

r 2015

4 Reservations (09) 889 1580

During our 30 years as French holiday specialists, we’ve had the chance to identify

the very best locations and itineraries for our customers. 

On our holidays you’ll discover some of the country’s most revered sights as well

as a few of its secrets. Before your departure, we’ll send you detailed walking or

cycling notes, including bespoke mapping of your route, tailored to your holiday.

This means you can be sure to find the most scenic viewpoints and the best

picnic spots.

Your pack will also contain contact details for our team, should you need assistance

while you’re away.

Local representatives
If you’d like the reassurance of some support while you’re away, we’d recommend

holidays where there’s an English speaking rep available to help. We have reps in

the Loire, Dordogne and Limousin Périgord – look for the text indicating a rep on

hand in the header of each relevant holiday.

We carry your bags
All our holidays include the transfer of your bags between hotels,

so you can pack everything you need and still travel light each day.

30
YEARS

ANNIVERSARY
SINCE 1986
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Quality
hotels

‘We thoroughly
 enjoyed

our holiday an
d were very

happy with the
 service and

information re
ceived from

Belle France p
rior to

leaving Austra
lia.’

6 Reservations (09) 889 1580

Part of the Belle France experience is the warm welcome from friendly hoteliers

at the end of each day. We choose charming, boutique hotels, many of which are

family run and located in superb settings. All offer a comfortable bed, excellent

cuisine and a true home-from-home atmosphere.

Our established relationships with the hoteliers mean we can ensure your

requirements are catered to, whether it’s a dietary need or space for your dog.

Gourmet cuisine
France is renowned for its creative use of fresh market produce, and our hoteliers

pride themselves on serving fare of the highest standard. Enjoy delicious food and

elegant wines as you recall the highlights of the day.

What’s included
Most of our holidays include half board accommodation, meaning your

breakfast and evening meal are included in the price of your holiday.

If there is no restaurant at the hotel on half board stays, your meal at

a local restaurant is included instead.

For full details on the hotels we work with, visit bellefrance.com/hotels

30
YEARS

ANNIVERSARY
SINCE 1986
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Cycling
holidays

‘I would book w
ith

Belle France a
gain,

it was an amaz
ing

holiday experie
nce.’

8 Reservations (09) 889 1580

Exploring France on two wheels is a great way to discover the country’s natural
beauty. Our self-guided cycling holidays enable you to enjoy the sights at your
own pace while your luggage is transferred between hotels for you.

All our holiday itineraries can be tailored to suit your needs

– just give us a call on (09) 889 1580

Our bikes
Our bikes are designed for comfort – a cross between a tourer and a mountain
bike that’s perfect for the distances and terrain you’ll be covering.

Provide us with your height and inside leg measurement before your holiday and
we’ll ensure the bikes are prepared and waiting for your arrival. You can bring your
own if you wish, or hire an electric bike (where available) at a small additional cost.

Cycling grades
Easy – Covers around 50km per day in flat terrain with an occasional ascent.

Moderate – Covers up to 55km per day with occasional hills en route, some
of which are steep.

Challenging – Covers up to 65km per day in rolling countryside, with some
steep hills. Routes require regular gear changes.

Family-friendly holidays
We’re happy to arrange your itinerary to suit a family holiday. You may want to
bring your children’s bikes, but on most holidays we can provide them, as well
as child seats or chariots.

30
YEARS

ANNIVERSARY
SINCE 1986
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Walking
holidays

‘From my initia
l contact

the service pro
vided by

everyone at Be
lle France

was excellent.
’

10 Reservations (09) 889 1580

The French countryside is best enjoyed at a leisurely pace, and our self-guided
walking holidays are designed to let you explore as you choose. Discover historic
towns and dramatic scenery while we transport your luggage to your next hotel.

All our itineraries can be tailored to offer you the perfect experience.

Simply call us on (09) 889 1580 to discuss your requirements.

Walking grades
Easy – Covers between 10-20km per day on flat or gently undulating terrain. Some
tracks have shallow inclines and each day’s route can be completed in 4-6 hours.

Moderate – Covers up to 20km per day with more rolling terrain and some
steep ascents. Routes are sometime rough underfoot and take between 5-7 hours
each day.

Challenging – Covers up to 25km per day and may require more stamina due to
steep ascents and long distances. Routes take up to 8 hours each day to complete.

Treks
In addition to our luxurious walking breaks we offer a selection of trekking holidays
that require more experience and a healthy sense of adventure. The accommodation
is typically more basic, but offers a comfy bed and a hearty meal at the end of each
day. The trails are ideal for groups looking to travel together.

30
YEARS

ANNIVERSARY
SINCE 1986
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Prestige
holiday

‘Excellent! Bea
utiful

hotels and mea
ls.

Clive was very 
helpful,

punctual and 
all our

needs were me
t with

a smile.’

12 Reservations (09) 889 1580

A Belle France prestige holiday is the perfect way to indulge in a few of life’s finer

things. Whether you’re celebrating an anniversary or simply deserve a treat, you’ll

find yourselves checking into exquisite château hotels in idyllic locations and

enjoying memorable meals, often in Michelin-starred restaurants.

Our prestige holidays share the beauty and drama of France’s stunning scenery;

take it in at your own pace and end the day with a dip in the hotel pool or a

soothing massage.

Travel in style
The luxury experience doesn’t only apply to your hotels. To ensure the whole trip is

extra special, we provide first class Eurostar tickets when you book a holiday with

inclusive rail travel from London. Begin to unwind from the moment you board,

enjoying spacious surroundings, free magazines and a light meal.

Upgrade your holiday

Some of our holidays have the option of upgrading your accommodation

or dining options for an extra special experience. Give us a call on

(09) 889 1580 to enquire.

30
YEARS

ANNIVERSARY
SINCE 1986
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Tailor 
your holiday

‘Would not hes
itate

to use Belle F
rance

again and have
 already

recommended t
hem

to friends.’

14 Reservations (09) 889 1580

At Belle France, we aim to give you a unique and memorable experience on

your holiday, and we’re happy to tailor your trip to suit your requirements. 

○   Add extra nights to enrich your itinerary

○   Modify part of your route

○   Arrange excursions such as wine tastings

○   Add a night or two in Paris on the way to or from your destination

○   Upgrade your accommodation on selected holidays

Bring your dog
Increasingly, holidaymakers choose to take their pets away with them, and

Belle France customers are no different. Many of the hotels we work with

are happy to accommodate small, well-behaved dogs – simply call us on

(09) 889 1580 to find out which of our holidays are best for dogs.

Your tailored travel pack
Before your departure, we’ll send you a tailored travel pack containing your tickets,

luggage tags and instructions on how to reach your first hotel, whether you’re

travelling by car or train. Your route notes will also be enclosed.

30
YEARS

ANNIVERSARY
SINCE 1986
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Discover

Île de France
Home to the French capital and some of the most important events in 

the country’s history, Île de France is a picture of architectural wonders, 

famous landmarks and hidden gems.

In addition to the attractions of Paris itself, there are the royal palaces 

of Fontainebleau and Versailles, verdant forests and natural parks and 

charming towns with myriad curiosities. And through it all sweeps the 

majestic River Seine on its journey to the English Channel.

La Grande Dame de

France always has

something new for you

to discover: art
, food,

architecture or shopping.

It’s up to you!

Weather
You’re unlikely to experience extremes of
weather in Île de France. Pleasantly mild, any
rainfall usually falls as light drizzle rather than
sudden downpours.

Wine and Cuisine
As in the rest of France, food in and around
Paris is revered. If you seek a fine dining
experience there are plenty of options: Epicure,
L’auberge de la Brie, La Tableau du 11, to name
but a few. But equally, on any street you’re likely
to stumble across a good brasserie or a North
African restaurant for tagine and cous-cous.

With such a variety of great bars and
restaurants, it’s no surprise that visitors have
their pick of top wines, from Sancerres to
Clarets.

How would you like to…
Discover the stunning châteaux around Paris?
Visit the best chocolatiers? Have a lesson with
a Sommelier or scour the markets and create
your own gourmet dinner?
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $2369

STARTING DAYS Any.

Landscape of Kings
Imperial châteaux, forests and enchanting villages

Hôtellerie de Villemartin 

Day 3

MODERATE | BRITISH REP ON HAND

5 nights (1 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Melun/Fontainebleau

Arrive at your charming hotel in Melun, gateway to the

forest of Fontainebleau, where your road book and bikes

will be waiting for you. B&B

Day 2 Château discovery (35-55km)

Cycle by Melun’s river port en route to beautiful Vaux le

Vicomte and its gardens, then on to Blandy-les-Tours with

its fine military architecture. Follow winding country roads

through pretty villages and onto a cycling path leading to

the magnificent castle at Fontainebleau. B&B

Day 3 Melun to Étampes (53km)

Immerse yourself in the peace and tranquillity of the forest

around Fontainebleau. Its rich and diverse flora and fauna

will delight nature lovers. Stop off at one of the art galleries

in Barbizon as you continue to Étampes, city of art and

history. Tonight’s stay is at Hôtellerie de Villemartin. HB

Day 4 Étampes to Rambouillet (53km)

Start the day on a cycle path following the riverbank, then

quiet country roads to Dourdan with its 13th century castle

and museum. Admire the architecture from a nearby café

before setting out for the forest of Rambouillet, keeping an

eye out for the wallabies! B&B 

Day 5 Rambouillet to Versailles (50km)

Admire the beauty of the Valley of Chevreuse as you

cycle towards the highlight of your holiday – the Palace

of Versailles. Marvel at the Hall of Mirrors, Royal Chapel

and Grand Apartments before checking into your hotel

for your final night. B&B

OPTION

Add extra nights in Paris in a 3-star hotel by the

Canal Saint Martin.

RECOMMENDED OPTION

Extra day at Versailles to tour the palace, Trianon

and Marie Antoinette’s estate.

Hôtel du Cheval Rouge

Day 5

Reservations (09) 889 1580 17

Palace of Versailles

Versailles

Rambouillet

Étampes

Melun

PARIS

What’s included

4 days cycling | 1 night half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Bike hire |
Belle France support | Local agent

Discover the history and architecture of some of the best and least known
châteaux around Paris. Enjoy a moderate cycle through forests and gently
rolling countryside, finishing at Louis XIV’s masterpiece, the Palace of Versailles.
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Discover
Picardy, Pas de Calais
This region, just across the Channel, is packed full of bustling cobbled market

towns, sleepy villages with meandering lanes and superb long beaches.

Picardy with a quintessentially French atmosphere and a history that marks

years of European conflict – is said to be the crossroads of France. Surrounded by

gently rolling green hills, it is a picturesque region with wide open spaces. Further

south, the Ardennes is heavily forested with deep river valleys, wooded canyons

and green peaks. 

Explore some of the

1sr World War’s most

poignant sites and

discover town steeped

in history.

Weather
Summers tend to be warm, with variation in
conditions. The climate here is moderate and
most of the rainfall occurs in the Autumn. 

Wine and Cuisine
There is a distinct Flemish feel to the dishes
here, including carbonnade (beef stew cooked in
beer with onions and spices), and hochepot
made of beef, pork, mutton and oxtail cooked
with vegetables. Strong and heady cheeses are
a characteristic and sausages too, but look out
for the speciality spicy tripe ones! 

Bottled beer tends to be more popular than wine
in the North and locally brewed ales can be
found in some of the villages. The flavoursome
regional spirit is Genièvre, gin flavoured with
juniper berries. 

How would you like to…
Walk the white chalk cliffs that look back
at Dover, explore the medieval citadels
of Picardy, retrace soldiers’ tracks 
from the Great War, or cycle through
a UNESCO World Heritage site.

and the Ardennes

18

1BF 2016 Picardy nz.qxp_Layout 1  18/05/2016  09:20  Page 1



We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Laon

Chérêt
Bouconville Vauclair

Chamouille
Dragon’s Lair

Craonne

Martigny Courpierre

Bruyères

Monument d’Ailles

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $1739

EXTRA NIGHT HB Laon $225.
Bouconville $215 per person.
STARTING DAYS Monday, Tuesday,

Wednesday, Thursday.

Great War Walk
Walk in the footsteps of the soldiers - World War I 

Le Clos Chérêt

Day 2/5

EASY |

6 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Laon

Arrive in the medieval hilltop fortress of Laon. Tonight’s hotel

is in the centre of Laon – worth exploring by night when its

buildings are dramatically floodlit. 

Day 2 Laon to Chérêt (16km)

As you leave Laon, enjoy the splendid views stretching out

before you. You pass through a tranquil, pastoral landscape

aptly named Domaine de la Solitude before arriving in

Bruyères. Visit the remarkable 12th century church and

19th century underground fortress, then continue to the

country guest house where the charming owners will make

you feel welcome. Eat ‘en famille’ with the other guests

around a large table.

Day 3 Chérêt to Bouconville Vauclair (16km)

Today’s route winds through fields and forestry tracks,

taking you over the Lac de l’Ailette and through the village

of Neuville-sur-Ailette. A vantage point just past the village

presents remarkable views before reaching  the path to

your hotel, the Auberge de Vauclair.

Day 4 Circuit walk to Craonne and the 
Dragon’s Lair* (16km)

Walk through green woodland out to Vieux Craonne, the site

of a village completely destroyed in 1917. Now an arboretum,

the area is heavily cratered (information panels mark the route).

Then follow the Chemin des Dames to the Dragon’s Lair*, a

limestone quarry and pivotal point in the fighting. Return to

your hotel for another delicious meal.

Day 5 Bouconville Vauclair to Chamouille (12km)

The journey to Chamouille can be taken along two routes:

one passes the Dragon’s Lair* and takes you along the

Chemin des Dames. The other follows a track through the

forest past the Monument d’Ailles, a memorial dedicated

to a village completely destroyed in the war.

Day 6 Chamouille to Laon (17km)

Wander along quiet lanes to the little village of Monthenault

before making your way through verdant pastures and

woodland back to Laon.

OPTION

Add an extra night either in Laon to explore the town

or Bouconville to visit more sites.

* Please call to check opening times.

Banniere de France Laon

Day 1/6

Reservations (09) 889 1580 19

What’s included

5 days walking | 6 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support

This centenary walk through the Picardy countryside takes you to some of the
most poignant sites of World War I, enabling you to explore destroyed villages,
visit the Dragon’s Lair* and tread in the footsteps of the soldiers along the
Chemin des Dames. 
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Gosnay

Gavrell 

Arras

Carency village

Mont Saint Eloi Neuville-Saint-Vaast

Vimy Ridge
Souchez

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $1749

STARTING DAYS Not Saturdays.

Arras

Great War Cycle Trail
Recent history, combined with glorious landscapes and fine hotels

Le Manoir de Gavrelle

Day 2

MODERATE |

4 nights (2 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Arras

Arrive early afternoon and settle into the charming chambre

d’hôte Coeur d’Eden in the town centre. A visit to the

Wellington Quarry is a great introduction to the story that

will unfold during your five day journey. B&B 

Day 2 Arras to Gavrell (32km)

Leaving Arras behind, the route soon becomes a quiet country

track taking you to The Ecoivres Military Cemetery. Cycle on to

the imposing ruined towers of Mont-Saint-Eloi before heading

east to the village of Neuville-Saint-Vaast, a vital strategic

location. Take a short detour to visit the largest German war

cemetery in France before heading to the forgotten village of

Gavrell and your 3-star hotel, Le Manoir de Gavrelle. HB

Day 3 Gavrell to Gosnay (45km)

The trail continues to Vimy Ridge and the National Historic Site

of Canada before taking a detour to Souchez and the largest

British cemetery in the region, Cabaret-Rouge. Cycle past the

ruined church at Ablain-Saint-Nazaire and onwards through

rolling countryside and pretty hamlets to the luxury 4-star

hotel, La Chartreuse du Val Saint Esprit, at Gosnay. HB

Day 4 Gosnay to Arras (45km)

Today’s route goes downhill, all the way through small towns

and pretty hamlets and on to beautiful forest tracks. Pass

through Carency village, associated with landmine warfare,

then onwards to return to Arras for a luxurious last night at

Coeur d’Eden. B&B

OPTION

Add an extra night in Arras with its brightly coloured

buildings. Enjoy a beer in the Place des Héros, full of good

restaurants and bars  and also an  impressive town hall.

The belfry is worth a visit just for the views and then head

underground for a tour of the cellars under the square

which were used as command posts during the war.

Only electric bikes are available on this holiday.

La Chartreuse du Val Saint

Esprit Day 3

20  Reservations (09) 889 1580

What’s included

3 days cycling | 2 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Electric bike hire

Cycle the Great War Trail of Artois, which links the major sites of conflict in
Northern France. Discover the human side of the conflict while winding your
way through a beautiful landscape that still shows the scars of the devastation
once inflicted upon it. 
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Haybes

Belval

Agimont

Givet

Revin

Monthermé

Nismes

Rocroi

Charleville-Mézières

BORDER

BELGIUM

FRANCE

Maubert-Fontaine

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $1999

EXTRA NIGHT at Belval HB $225.
STARTING DAYS Any.

Monthermé - River Meuse

Ardennes Voie Verte
Discover the secrets of this mysterious valley

Hôtel Les Sabots d’Hélène

Day 3

MODERATE |

6 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Haybes

Arrive in Haybes, a pretty village set on the River Meuse that

was rebuilt after its destruction in 1914. Spend the night at the

Clos Belle Rose as General de Gaulle once did. This beautifully

restored mansion house is one of the few buildings spared

by the Germans. Dine at the St Hubert Hotel.

Day 2 Haybes to Nismes (55km)

Cycle along the Voie Verte by the River Meuse to the fortified

town of Givet, stopping to explore it before continuing on

the Ravel rail track into the Belgian town of Nismes. Time

permitting, visit steam trains and carriages in the Mariembourg

depot. Stop overnight at the charming chambre d’hôte,

La Calestienne.

Day 3 Nismes to Rocroi (22km)

After breakfast, set out on the delightful forest roads. Visit the

Grottes de Neptune or simply enjoy the views by the reservoir,

Ry de Rome, before heading to the star-shaped, fortified town

of Rocroi. The journey includes some climbs, one of which is

substantial. Stay at the welcoming hotel Les Sabots d’Hélène.

Day 4 Rocroi to Belval (38km)

Secondary roads take you past old fortified churches and

pastures to Belval, a few kilometers away from Charleville-

Mézières. Stay at the manor La Grange aux Bois in an

exceptional green setting.

Day 5 Belval to Monthermé (27km)

Ride into Charleville-Mézières and explore the Place Ducale

with its grand architecture. Continue on the Trans-Ardennes

Voie Verte that takes you back along the banks of the Meuse.

Arrive in Monthermé and maybe take a boat trip on the river

just in front your hotel, Les Boucles de Meuse.

Day 6 Monthermé to Haybes (34km)

Start today’s journey on the cycle path through pretty

villages that are mirrored in the Meuse, and return to

Haybes where you’ll stay at Le Clos Belle Rose again.

Round off your adventure with a beer tasting at the

microbrewery in the basement.

Electric bikes are available on this holiday.

OPTION

Add an extra night in Belval to visit the town of

Charleville-Mézières.

Les Boucles de Meuse

Day 5

Reservations (09) 889 1580 21

What’s included

5 days cycling | 6 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Bike hire |
Return transfer to station | Free parking

Take the Voie Verte along the Meuse, a disused railway track turned cycle path
on the Belgian border, through the most beautiful landscapes of the Ardennes
with its fortified towns and churches. This moderate route allows for interesting
stops beside the silent and mysterious River Meuse.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Parc du Marquenterre
Favières

Quend

Le Crotoy

Saint Valéry-sur-Somme

Cayeux Noyelles-sur-Mer

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                    from $1949

EXTRA NIGHT at Favières HB $289.

5 night option deduct $175 per person.

STARTING DAYS Tuesday to Saturday.

Baie de Somme
Sea air, wildlife and sandy beaches

Château de Noyelles

Day 1/5

EASY |

Hotel Les Tourelles

Day 3

22  Reservations (09) 889 1580

5 nights (3 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive in Noyelles-sur-Mer

Arrive in Noyelles-sur-Mer and start the tour in the elegant

Château de Noyelles, set in a large garden with a greenhouse

and orchard. HB

Day 2 Noyelles-sur-Mer to Quend (32km)

Cycle through the medieval town of Rue and along

countryside roads and cycle paths. Pass through the

remarkable landscapes between the Baie d’Authie and the

Baie de Somme, the largest stretch of dunes in Northern

Europe. Stay at the hotel Le Fiacre, a 3-star hideaway with

a swimming pool. Don’t miss an early evening stroll by the

sea at Quend or Fort-Mahon. HB

Day 3 Quend to Le Crotoy (27km)

Today, follow the paths through the lush pine forest and

admire the sea views before heading south. Arrive at the

fairytale Hotel Les Tourelles in Le Crotoy, with direct access

to the beach, and take in the view of the bay as you dine

in the restaurant. B&B

Day 4 Le Crotoy to Saint-Valéry-sur-Somme
(30km)

Spend some time on the beach and visit the town before

cycling along the bay or following the ‘Circuit du Héron’

through pretty villages. Arrive at the port of St-Valéry-sur-

Somme with its medieval character and defensive ramparts.

Say at the 3-star Hotel Picardia. B&B

Day 5 Saint-Valéry-sur-Somme to Cayeux and
Noyelles-sur-Mer (48km)

Pack your binoculars and head for la Pointe du Hourdel, with

its spectacular views. You might be lucky enough to spot seals

resting on the sand. Bird lovers can stop at the Maison de la

Baie de Somme. Passing Cayeux-sur-Mer and its beach huts,

return to Noyelles-sur-Mer where you’ll stay in the Château

de Noyelles. HB

On several occasions you will have the opportunity to get

on board the Baie de Somme steam train with your bike to

reach your destination with very little effort.

OPTIONS
Add 1 extra night in Favières to spend a day in the Parc

du Marquenterre, a reserve for migrating birds and a haven

for wildlife enthusiasts. Hides on different paths enable you

to discover the variety of species. Stay at the 3-star Hôtel

Les Saules.

Add 1 night in Saint-Valéry-sur-Somme to visit the old town

or cross the Bay with a guide.

4 night option for those travelling by car.

What’s included

4 days cycling | 3 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Bike hire | Free parking

Discover the beautiful Baie de Somme, a UNESCO World Heritage site on the
Picardy coast. Open water, marshes, dunes and saltwater meadows make up
a landscape where water and dry land seem to merge. It is one of France’s
major sites for migrating birds. 
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Discover
Normandy
This ethereal landscape has inspired artists such as Corot, Monet and Pissarro;

from magnificent forests and lakes to dramatic cliffs, inspirational cathedrals

and broad, sweeping beaches. Normandy is dotted with quaint villages,

medieval towns, peaceful fishing ports and beautiful, lush countryside. 

Medieval towns and

inspirational cathedrals,

D-Day landing beaches

and quiet country lanes

– there’s something

for everyone.

Weather
Normandy enjoys a pleasant climate, generally
mild and influenced by south westerly winds.
Rainfall is less than in Southern England.

Wine and Cuisine
Normandy cuisine often includes apples,
cream, cheese and a dash of Calvados! Creamy
Camembert and Pont l’Evêque are ‘signature’
products of this dairy-rich region and the
proximity of the coast means that sea food
is in abundance. Sole and mussels are
particularly popular, covered in divine creamy
sauces. Normandy is known for its superb lamb
– particularly from the Cherbourg peninsula. 

Little wine is produced here. Instead there is
wonderful cider often brewed on an individual
scale on farms and smallholders, which is also
distilled into fiery Calvados. The finest is said to
be from the Pays d’Auge, close to Deauville.
This can be drunk during the meal as a ‘trou
Normand’, or afterwards. Try Bénédictine, a
popular, ancient liqueur still produced by monks. 

How would you like to…
Visit the D-Day beaches, witness the grandeur
of royal abbeys, see the best regional produce
being crafted and breathe in the beauty of this
verdant countryside on foot?
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Cherbourg

Aure

Omaha Beach

Gronde

BAYEUX

Arromanches-les Bains

Caen

Gold Beach

Port-en-Bessin

s

s

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $1369

STARTING DAYS Any.

Arromanches-les-Bains

Mulberry March
Peaceful villages and evocative memorials

Lion d’Or Bayeux

Day 1/4

EASY |

4 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Bayeux

Arrive in the medieval town of Bayeux and settle into your

comfortable 3-star hotel. There’s time before dinner to

explore some of the fascinating town, full of timbered houses

and quaint streets. Visit the Cathédrale de Nôtre Dame. 

Day 2 Bayeux to Arromanches-les-Bains (14km)

A trip to Bayeux isn’t complete without visiting the famous

Tapestry, which tells the tale of the Norman Conquest in

1066. Pick up some provisions for an al fresco lunch 

before heading off through peaceful Normandy villages 

and apple orchards on your way to the evocative D-Day

memorials at Arromanches. Your 2-star hotel here is right

on the quayside, overlooking one of the landing beaches.

Its restaurant serves wonderful food – dine on the catch

of the day as you look out across the sea.

Day 3 Arromanches-les-Bains to 

Port-en-Bessin-Huppain (16km)

Today takes you along the peaceful coastline past numerous

war memorials and war cemeteries. You may want to call in

at the “Arromanches 360” museum, where you can watch a

short panoramic film made up of archive and contemporary

footage, giving an insight into D-Day. Continue along the

coastal route with splendid views out to sea, or take an

evocative inland path that follows in the footsteps of the

No 47 (RM) Commando on the route of their march to

liberate Port-en-Bessin. Then settle into tonight’s hotel in 

this small port, nestling in the hollow of the cliff. 

Day 4 Port-en-Bessin-Huppain to Bayeux (24km)

Heading away from the coast, return to the peaceful

Normandy countryside for a final day of walking along quiet

pathways through fields and orchards. Back in Bayeux, you

may find time to follow the Old Town Tour with 21 notice

boards to help you explore at your own pace. Enjoy a final

meal at your hotel.

Hotel de la Marine

Day 2

24  Reservations (09) 889 1580

What’s included

3 days walking | 4 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Free parking

A pleasant walk across flat countryside following the route taken by the 
British 5th Division. Visit Bayeux and pass through the pretty seaside town of
Arromanches, famous for the Mulberry harbour used for landing troops and
vehicles during the war. 
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Caudebec-
en-Caux

Saint Wandrille

Jumièges

Henouville

La Bouille
ROUEN

Montigny

5 night holiday

Prices per person 4 nights
(Based on two sharing)Own Travel                                   from $1469

EXTRA NIGHT Jumièges B&B $250 per person.

STARTING DAYS Not Sunday or Thursday.

Jumièges

Seine Valley Secrets
Ancient woodland and ruined abbeys

Le Cheval Blanc

Day 1

MODERATE |

4-5 nights (3 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Caudebec-en-Caux

The River Seine curls round the bustling town of Caudebec-

en-Caux, dominated by the elegant Notre-Dame church with

its intricate spire. Take a seat in the restaurant of the Logis

de France hotel and indulge in a leisurely dinner. HB

Day 2 Caudebec-en-Caux to Jumièges (22km) 

The taxi takes you to St Wandrille-Rançon to commence

today’s walk at the Gregorian St Wandrille Abbey. From here

your journey takes you through fields and beech woods with

the Seine meandering below until you head down towards

Jumièges for a night in the comfortable, family-run 4-star

Clos des Fontaines with heated pool. B&B

Day 3 Jumièges to Montigny (18km)

A taxi takes you to the edge of Duclair, where you begin 

a varied walk up chalky, limestone hills through mixed

woodland and denser forests. Tonight’s hotel is the classy

chambre d’hôtes Les Buis de Boscherville, set in an enclosed

park with hundred-years-old trees on the outskirts of Hénouville.

Relax on one of the terraces or by the fireplace and enjoy a

delicious home-cooked meal. HB

Day 4 Montigny to La Bouille (21km) 

Today sees you heading back through dappled woodland to

rejoin the paths running by the riverside. You have the option

of walking along the forest’s edge or taking a more direct

route through the centre. Your riverside hotel in the pretty

village of La Bouille is accessed via a little ferry that crosses

the Seine. HB

OPTION

Circular walk from Jumièges (22km)

We recommend a second night in Jumièges to visit the

ruins of the Benedictine Abbey and take a circular walk

crossing the river by way of the local ferries. Or walk

down to the lakes - great for swimming or a picnic. B&B

Clos des Fontaines

Day 2

Reservations (09) 889 1580 25

What’s included

3 days walking | 4 nights (3 half board) | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Station transfers | Free parking

With one or two steep sections to negotiate each day, this route rises from the
river valley, taking in forest tracks through glorious woodland, towpaths along
the slow moving Seine and quiet lanes leading past romantic ruined abbeys.
The route is way-marked almost throughout its length.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Mézangers

Jublains

Sainte Suzanne

Loué

Saulges

Ballée

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $2719

EXTRA NIGHT Sainte Suzanne HB $263.

STARTING DAYS Any.

Mellow Mayenne
Rolling hills and silent streams

Relais du Gué de Selles

Day 3/4

MODERATE|

7 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Saulges

Arrive in Saulges at the charming 3-star Hôtel l’Hermitage,

settle into your room and then relax by the pool or take an

apéritif on the terrace before dinner.

Day 2 Day trip from Saulges (30km)

Today’s trip leads down to Ballée with its beautiful château,

watermill and gardens. On the return journey, visit the

château and watermill at Thévalles.

Day 3 Saulges to Mézangers (33km)

Follow the Erve to Chammes along a pretty route that takes

in the fortified village of Sainte Suzanne. Then wind past

farms and streams to the 3-star Relais du Gué de Selles.

Day 4 Day trip from Mézangers (25km)

Cycle through the forest and along a straight road to the

impressive Roman ruins at Jublains. Enjoy lunch al fresco

by the lake before a leisurely pedal back to the hotel.

Day 5 Mézangers to Loué (52km)

Today’s route is deeply rural and quiet, passing through

quaint little villages, apple orchards and by the occasional

watermill. At the delightful Hôtel Ricordeau, a former coach

house, take a dip in the pool and enjoy a menu featuring

local produce including the famous Loué poultry.

Day 6 Day trip from Loué (16km)

After breakfast, head down to explore the tranquil banks of

the River Verge, or explore the lush Forêt de Charnie. If this

sounds a bit too energetic then spend a relaxing day by the

hotel pool. 

Day 7 Loué to Saulges (25km)

Today, cycle up the Verge valley to Brûlon, where you can

stop to buy a picnic lunch. The hilly bit is behind you as you

head back to the delightful 3-star Hôtel l’Hermitage.

OPTION

Take an extra night between Mézangers and Loué

breaking the journey at Sainte Suzanne, a quirky

medieval town.

Hôtel Ricordeau

Day 5/6

26  Reservations (09) 889 1580

What’s included

6 days cycling | All hotels half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Bike hire | Belle France support |
Station transfers | Free parking

Sainte Suzanne

This little known area of south Normandy offers pleasant cycling along country
lanes with a patchwork landscape unrolling in front of you. Pass through delightful
villages and discover the region’s heritage at its castles and ruins. 
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Discover
Brittany
One of France’s most distinctive and attractive regions with kilometers of

dramatic coastline, marked with countless coves, rugged rocks and splendid

sandy beaches. There are numerous celebrations of traditional folk art, music

and dance amongst the many charming towns, which celebrate ancient Breton

culture. Discover marvellous medieval towns, small fishing villages, and

of course mysterious Celtic sites.

Weather
The south of Brittany has a temperate climate
because of the warming and calming influence
of the Gulf stream, meaning a typical maritime
climate with warm summers and mild winters.

Wine and Cuisine
Crêperies are everywhere, serving savoury
buckwheat galettes or delicious sweet crêpes.
The marine influence is strong here too, so try
Cotriade, a fish stew, traditionally made with
conger eel, whilst a Pot au Feu with lobster,
shrimp, scallops, mussels and oysters in a
flavoursome stew is a must for seafood lovers. 

Brittany produces no commercial wine, 
although Muscadet, crisp and dry, is the 
perfect companion to seafood and is widely
offered and reasonably inexpensive. Gros Plant
is also good with seafood. Cider (apple or pear)
is the main Breton brew, in still or sparkling form,
drunk traditionally from a bowl. 

How would you like to…
Visit the tiny island community of Ile de Sein,
walk the towering cliffs of Pointe du Raz,
discover the Gulf of Morbihan, or explore
the sandy bays close to St Malo?

Ever changing scenery:

rugged coastline and

sandy coves, quaint

fishing villages and

rolling countryside.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Ile-aux Moines island

Ferry

Vannes

Moustérain

Ile d’Arz

Ile-aux Moines

Port Navalo

Morbihan Islands Walk
A dreamy mélange of sea, sky and Breton terrain

Golfe Hôtel

Day 1/7

EASY |

7 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Vannes

Arrive early evening at the lovely walled town of Vannes.

Take a walk around the narrow cobbled streets and enjoy

the sunset from the attractive marina before returning to

the comfortable, 2-star Golfe Hôtel.

Day 2 Presqu’île de Moustérain (12km)

Starting from the hotel, you will discover the Presqu’île de

Moustérain before crossing to the Presqu’île de Conleau.

Return to your hotel along the pretty coastal path.

Day 3 Vannes to Port Navalo (8km)

Take the ferry to Port Navalo and discover the two faces

of the presqu’île: the ocean and the Gulf. A walk along the

Atlantic coast on a rocky promontory open to the elements

will lead you to the archaeological site of the Petit Mont. 

Stay 2 nights at the Hôtel Le Crouesty.

Day 4 Circuit walk of the Pointes du Golfe (14km)

Enjoy spectacular panoramic views of the gulf and its islands

on this coastal circuit walk, which takes you to the Point de

Bilgroix, Kerners and Penbert.

Day 5 Ile d’Arz (16km)

At the start of a free day, take a ferry to the Ile d’Arz, the

second largest island in the Gulf. It’s small enough to be

explored on foot; the total combined distance around the

island on the coastal path is about 16 kilometers. Stay 2

nights at the Hôtel l’Escale en Arz.

Day 6 Ile-aux Moines (16km)

Board a ferry to the Ile-aux-Moines, the largest of the islands.

Follow the rural tracks and coastal paths lined with camelias

and wild mimosa, stopping for a picnic on one of the white

sandy beaches.

Day 7 Return ferry to mainland

Take a midday ferry back to Vannes and enjoy the 

afternoon wandering the cobbled streets and taking in 

the half-timbered houses.

28 Reservations (09) 889 1580

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2249

EXTRA NIGHT Vannes HB: $175 per person.

STARTING DAYS Any from 30 March to

28 September. Hôtel Le Crouesty

Day 3/4

What’s included

6 days gentle walking | All hotels half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support |
Ferry hopping tickets

The Gulf of Morbihan features a scattering of islands waiting to be discovered,
the two largest being the Ile aux Moines and Ile d’Arz. The cross-shaped Ile aux
Moines offers scenic walks around its 6km coastline, while Arz has lovely creeks
and coves to explore.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Saint Malo Fort

Dinard
St Briac SAINT MALO

Ploubalay

Cancale

Bourbansais

Dinan

Ferry

Côte d’Emeraude Prestige en Vélo
Quiet coves, elegant seaside towns and Belle Epoque prestigous hotels

Hôtel Jerzual

Day 3/4

This easy cycle takes in the beautiful Brittany coastline and verdant countryside,
following and criss-crossing the River Rance. Visit Belle Epoque towns and
bustling fishing ports along the way.

7 nights (4 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Dinard

Settle in at the elegant 4-star Royal Emeraude Plage, a

beautifully converted Belle Epoque villa close to the beach,

and the little art galleries in the narrow streets. Dinner is in

the popular restaurant nearby, Le Café Rouge. HB 

Day 2 Day trip from Dinard (32km) 

There are plenty of small coves to explore as you pass

through St Lunaire and St-Briac-sur-Mer before heading

down to Ploubalay and back to Dinard across country.

There are plenty of good restaurants to choose from for

tonight’s meal. B&B 

Day 3 Dinard to Dinan (25km)

Head inland following the River Rance and the Voie Verte,

a cycle path along a former railway track, into Dinan. The 

4-star Hôtel Jerzual is right on the quayside, so you can 

watch the boats moor up from the terrace. HB

Day 4 Day trip from Dinan (40km)

Today’s cycle takes in Château de la Bourbansais with

its zoo and gardens, before heading west through the

countryside, on the return to Dinan. HB 

Day 5 Dinan to Saint Malo (32km)

Head through countryside and forests to the bustling

maritime town of Saint Malo. La Villefromoy, your 

4-star hotel, is situated along the seafront. B&B

Day 6 Day trip from Saint Malo (35km) 

A gentle round trip along the flat coast road leads to

Cancale, famed for its oyster beds. Look out to the little

islands dotted across the sea and stop off for refreshments

at one of the beach-side cafés. B&B.

Day 7 Saint Malo to Dinard (8km)

A leisurely cycle takes you back to the Royal Emeraude

Plage at Dinard. Finish your holiday with a relaxing hamman

or massage in the spa before dinner in the restaurant 

Le Café Rouge. HB.

B&B OPTION

B&B option is available on this holiday.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 29

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2899

STARTING DAYS Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

or Saturday.

What’s included

6 days cycling | 4 nights half board | 4-star hotels | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Bike hire | Belle France support |
Return station transfer

La Villefromoy

Day 5/6

EASY ||PRESTIGE HOLIDAY
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Harbor of Audierne

Baie des Trépassés

Audierne

Ile de Sein

Bale d’Audierne QUIMPERPouldreuzic

Pont l’Abbé

St Guénolé

Ferry

Breathtaking Brittany
Celtic crosses and rocky inlets

Hôtel Capricorne

Day 3

MODERATE |

7 nights (6 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Pont l’Abbé

Arrive at Pont l’Abbé, famous for its lace and embroidery,

where some residents still wear traditional Breton dress.

Settle into the comfortable Logis de France hotel. HB

Day 2 Pont l’Abbé to Saint Guénolé (22km) 

Your route takes you towards the coast, past chapels and

springs to the fishing ports on the south-west tip of Brittany.

Your base for the night is a 2-star hotel with ocean views. HB

Day 3 Saint Guénolé to Pouldreuzic (27km)

Walk alongside vast sandy beaches and pass Notre-Dame

de Penhors, an example of Brittany’s culture and tradition,

where religious pardons are still held. Tonight’s stay is at the

2-star Hôtel Capricorne. HB

Day 4 Pouldreuzic to Audierne (21km) 

The rocky coastline leads you all the way to Audierne,

a charming Breton fishing town where you can watch the

boats come in with their catch at the end of the day. HB

Day 5 Day trip from Audierne (6km)

Enjoy a boat trip out to the Ile de Sein, a tiny island peeping

out of the water off the Pointe du Raz. Many of its 350

inhabitants live in the brightly painted houses along the

quayside. Explore this other-worldly setting before

heading back to your 2-star hotel in Audierne. HB

Day 6 Audierne to Baie des Trépassés (24km)

Today’s route follows the stunning and rugged coastline up

to the protected site of the Pointe du Raz. Here, the granite

and sandstone rocks are buffeted by the wind and the

ocean. Watch the surf come crashing in from the comfort

of your hotel. HB

Day 7 Quimper

Transfer to Quimper and spend the day exploring the town 

at your leisure.

30 Reservations (09) 889 1580

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2299

STARTING DAYS Any.

What’s included

6 days walking | 6 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Bike hire | Belle France support | Return station transfer

Hôtel Baie des Trépassés

Day 6

This south-western tip of Brittany stretches into the waters of the Atlantic, 
its sandy dunes and marshes giving way to dramatic cliffs on the approach 
to the stunning Pointe du Raz. Follow the coastal paths and explore charming
fishing towns. 
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Discover
the Loire
Magnificent châteaux, steeped in history and overflowing with treasures, vividly

illustrate the long and colourful past of this ancient region. These fine buildings

are set in a fertile landscape of soft green valleys, lush vineyards and fields of

flowers known as the Garden of France. The mighty Loire glides through the gently

undulating landscape which is strewn with fairytale castles, striking architecture

and exquisite parklands.

When holidaying in the

ever-popular Loire Valley
, you

will be looked a
fter by Clive,

our indefatiguable and

knowledgeable rep
.

Weather
The Loire region has a surprisingly good
climate, considering its relative proximity to
Paris. It is temperate and warm with lower
rainfall than Southern England.

Wine and Cuisine
Due to the fertile land, the range of local dishes
is immense. Freshwater river fish are widely
served, including salmon, pike and eels with
the speciality beurre blanc (butter whipped
with white wine and shallots or with vinegar). 

The Loire’s lighter reds are often served slightly
chilled and Chinon and Bourgueil are some of
the best. Vouvray white can be very good too,
but renowned wines include Sancerre and
Pouilly-Fumé; dry crisp whites with a real ‘zing’.

How would you like to…
Immerse yourself in the majestic Loire
landscape on foot or by bike, rewarded by
the best gourmet food on offer? Discover the
French home of Leonardo da Vinci at Amboise?
Or how about a visit to the famous Chaumont
International Garden Festival? Find these
and other wonderful Loire experiences on 
the next few pages.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Château de Amboise

Loire Prestige à Pied
Enchanting châteaux and picturesque villages

Château de Pray

Day 3

EASY | BRITISH REP ON HAND|PRESTIGE HOLIDAY

Live like a king on this luxurious holiday, which takes you through scenic
countryside to some of the Loire’s most prestigious châteaux. The walk 
follows pathways alongside the river and through vineyards, to luxury hotels 
and gourmet cuisine at the end of each day.

6 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Château de Chissay

This imposing 16th century château offers a large outdoor

pool, a vaulted dining room and peaceful inner courtyard;

a wonderful setting in which to begin your exploration of

the Loire valley.

Day 2 Day trip from Chissay (16km)

After threading through the ancient village of Chissay,

cross open fields and vineyards to Chisseaux and then

follow the River Cher to the fabulous Château de

Chenonceau. After viewing the gardens and interior of

this architectural masterpiece, return along the banks of

the Cher for a second night at the Château de Chissay.

Day 3 Chissay to Amboise (22km)

A peaceful walk takes you through woodland to the

historic town of Amboise. Stay at the Château de Pray,

which dates back to the 13th century and has a Michelin-

starred restaurant. 

Day 4 Amboise day walk (5km)

Amble into Amboise and visit Leonardo Da Vinci’s residence,

Le Clos Lucé, or stock up on French produce in the town.

Stay at the luxurious Le Pavillon de Lys and enjoy your meal

in a nearby restaurant. 

Day 5 Amboise to Noizay (10km)

A short walk through the fertile fields of the Loire Valley

leads to the opulent Château de Noizay in the heart of the

Vouvray vineyards. The hotel gardens house an outdoor

pool and tennis court.

Day 6 Noizay to Vouvray (16km)

Leaving Noizay, walk through vast acres of the Vouvray

vines to the village of Vernou. Climb the slopes above

Vouvray before descending through the village to reach

the unique hotel Les Hautes Roches. You may spend the

night in a troglodyte chamber hewn into the cliff face with

spectacular views of the mighty River Loire. Dinner tonight

in the Michelin-starred restaurant.

Bespoke options available.

Note: In busy periods Château de Chissay may be

replaced by Auberge du Bon Laboureur in Chenonceaux.

32  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Vouvray Noizay

Montrichard

Chenonceaux

Chissay

AMBOISE

TOURS

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $3869

STARTING DAYS Monday, Tuesday,

Wednesday, Thursday.
Château de Noizay

Day 5

What’s included

5 days walking | 6 nights half board | 4 nights châteaux hotels | Gourment meals |
Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps |
Belle France support | English rep | Station transfers
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Château de Chambord

Château to Château 
Famous names and hidden gems

Château de Vallagon

Day 1

EASY | BRITISH REP ON HAND

8 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Bourré

Settle in at your lovely hotel and maybe find time to relax

by the pool or wander in the gardens before a typical French

meal that evening. 

Day 2 Bourré to Chenonceaux (10km) 

There’s time to relax and explore the surroundings before

you follow the banks of the River Cher to Chenonceaux,

where you’ll see the stunning château with its magnificent

interior and gardens.

Day 3 Chenonceaux to Amboise (18km)

A shady walk through the Forêt d’Amboise will bring you

out across farmland as you approach the town. Pass the

manor house where Leonardo da Vinci spent his final years

and stay at the 4-star Pavillon des Lys.

Day 4 Amboise to Chaumont (10km)

After a little sightseeing, you’re transferred to Mosnes.

From here the route leads along riverbanks and through

leafy vineyards until you reach your hotel in Chaumont.

Day 5 Chaumont to Candé sur Beuvron (8km)

Spend the morning visiting the famous château and gardens

before walking to Candé and tonight’s comfortable hotel,

with its excellent restaurant.

Day 6 Candé sur Beuvron to Chitenay (16km)

At Les Montils pick up the ingredients for an al fresco lunch

then head off through woodland, fields and a vintner’s yard

to Chitenay and the delightful Auberge du Centre.

Day 7 Chitenay to Cour Cheverny (10km)

Today’s easy walk takes you through fields and woodland to

the spectacular hunting château at Cheverny. Tonight’s hotel

has an elegant dining room serving traditional French cuisine.

Day 8 Cour Cheverny to Chambord (18km)

Château Chambord is approached through vast parklands

– a beautiful and fitting end to your exploration of the Loire.

After your visit to the château our rep will transfer you to

Blois for your final night.

OPTION
6-night holiday starting in Amboise (day 3) and walking

begins from there the following morning.

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 33

Chambord
BLOIS

Cour Cheverny
Candé

Chaumont

AMBOISE

Chenonceaux

Bourré

Chitenay

8 night holiday

Château Chenonceau

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                  from $2999

6 NIGHT OPTION reduction $500.
STARTING DAYS Any, except Saturday and

Sunday for 6 nights. Wednesday and Saturday

only for 8 nights.
Hostellerie du Château

Day 4

What’s included

7 days walking | All nights half board |Welcome introduction | Luggage transfers between
hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support |
English rep | Outward station transfers | Return transfer to Blois

This easy walk through the Garden of France follows the limestone banks of the
Loire. Turn inland through vineyards and flower-decked villages to take in some
of the region’s most enchanting châteaux and their gardens.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Château de Villandry

Châteaux, Gardens & Abbeys
Walk along the splendid River Loire from Tours to Saumur

Maison Errard

Day 3

MODERATE | BRITISH REP ON HAND

7 nights (6 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Tours

Discover the historical centre of Tours and wander through

the old quarter, past lively cafés to find a restaurant of your

choice. Stay at the Hôtel des Châteaux de la Loire. B&B 

Day 2 Tours to Villandry (24km)

Walk along the banks of the River Cher to the Château 

of Villandry with its collection of Spanish paintings and 

18th century furniture. Explore the lovely Renaissance

gardens: the vegetable garden, the garden of fountains, 

the ornamental garden, the garden of medicinal plants 

and the labyrinth. Stay at the Auberge le Colombien. HB 

Day 3 Villandry to Langeais (11km)

Proceed along the banks of the Cher and the Loire to

Langeais. This pretty town sits beneath the vast structures

of a 15th century fortress and a 10th century keep. Stay at

the Maison Errard. HB

Day 4 Langeais to Azay-le-Rideau (11km)

Cross the Loire and the Cher, and pass through orchards

to reach the moated Azay-le-Rideau, the last of the great

Renaissance Châteaux and undeniably one of the finest.

Stay at Le Grand Monarque. HB 

Day 5 Azay-le-Rideau to Chinon (21km)

After a transfer, begin today’s walk through the vast Forêt 

de Chinon, and into the picturesque town with its medieval

houses and castle, once home to the kings of France and

England. Stay at Hôtel le Plantagenêt. HB

Day 6 Chinon to Fontevraud l’Abbaye (16km)

A short walk along the River Vienne and through forests

leads to Fontevraud and its Abbaye Royale. The largest

monastery in Western Christendom, it houses the tombs 

of Henry II, Eleanor of Aquitaine, Richard the Lionheart and

Isabelle of Angoulême. Stay at La Croix Blanche. HB 

Day 7 Fontevraud l’Abbaye to Saumur (19km)

Return to the riverside and the charming village of Montsoreau

with its mushroom caves and another great château. Head

west into Saumur, one of the jewels of the Loire, with its

magnificent château rising behind your last hotel, Anne

d’Anjou. HB 

Bespoke options available.

34  Reservations (09) 889 1580

TOURS

Villandry

Langeais

Azay-le-Rideau

ChinonFontevraud l’Abbaye

SAUMUR

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                    from $2619

EXTRA NIGHT Tours B&B $130 per person

or HB in Saumur $365 per person.
STARTING DAYS Any.

La Croix Blanche

Day 6

What’s included

6 days walking | 6 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | English rep

A moderate walk from the regional capital of Tours to the fascinating riverside
town of Saumur taking in some of the best loved châteaux and gardens. Visit
the Royal Abbey, set in the heart of the beautiful forest of Fontevraud.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Amboise

Loire Prestige en Vélo
Tranquil rivers and regal architecture

Château de Chissay

Day 1/6

Explore quiet back roads and visit the fascinating old towns of Amboise and
Blois with time to discover the classic wines of the region. Visit world famous
châteaux and stay in luxury accommodation each night.

6 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Chissay-en-Touraine

Upon arrival at this former 16th century fortress overlooking

the River Cher, explore the Renaissance courtyard and

relax by the pool before dining in the Gothic-style vaulted

dining room.

Day 2 Chissay-en-Touraine to Amboise (21km) 

Today you’ll have the chance to explore one of the region’s

most celebrated château at Chenonceau. Your hotel is

Château de Pray, a majestic building nestling in woodland,

with a Michelin-starred restaurant.

Day 3 Day trip from Amboise (48km)

Explore the bustling town of Amboise, the resting place

of Leonardo da Vinci, or cycle west along the River Loire

to Vouvray, renowned for its sophisticated white wines.

Day 4 Amboise to Ouchamps (32km)

Head across country to Chaumont and follow the path cut

by the River Loire to join one of its tributaries, the Beuvron. 

Reach the Relais des Landes, a restored 17th century

manor house set in acres of wooded parkland.

Day 5 Day trip from Ouchamps (32km)

The prestigious historical town of Blois, former residence 

of kings and bishops, is a pleasant cycle ride from Ouchamps.

For a more peaceful option, head down to Cheverny to

explore the château that was the inspiration for Moulinsart,

the château featured in the Tintin comics.

Day 6 Ouchamps to Chissay-en-Touraine (25km)

Soak up your final views of the Loire countryside as you

head back to the elegant Château de Chissay for your final

night. Take some time to explore the unique cave dwellings

carved into the limestone rocks at Bourré.

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 35

Ouchamps

Chissay

Cheverny

AMBOISE

BLOIS

Chenonceaux

EASY | BRITISH REP ON HAND|PRESTIGE HOLIDAY

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                    from $3889

STARTING DAYS Tuesday, Wednesday,

Thursday, Sunday.
Château de Pray

Day 2

What’s included

5 days cycling | 6 nights luxury accommodation | Half board gourmet meals |Michelin-starred
restaurant |Welcome introduction | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive route
notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | English rep | Bike hire | Station transfers
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Saumur

Along the Leisurely Loire
Historic Blois to charming Saumur

Hostellerie du Châ̂teau

Day 2

MODERATE | BRITISH REP ON HAND

7 nights (6 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Blois

Settle into the charming chambre d’hôte, Maison du Carroir.

Dine at the restaurant l’Orangerie where you’ll be greeted

with a glass of Champagne. HB

Day 2 Blois to Chaumont (30km)

Take delivery of your bicycles, then explore the city before

you cross the river to cycle west to Chaumont. Stay at the

Hostellerie du Château, opposite the Château Chaumont 

and the impressive International Garden Festival. HB

Day 3 Chaumont to Amboise (21km)

Cycle on to Amboise, a lively town that was home to

Leonardo da Vinci in his final days. Book an extra night if

you wish to visit the Royal Château or Clos Lucé, Leonardo

da Vinci’s manor, housing an exhibition of his life and work.

Stay at the prestigious 4-star Hôtel Le Pavillon des Lys and

eat in a delightful nearby restaurant. HB

Day 4 Amboise to Tours (32km)

Cross the river and continue to the sprawling city of Tours,

the region’s capital. Stay at the Hôtel Châteaux de la Loire

and explore the city’s old quarter. Dine in a restaurant of 

your choice. B&B 

Day 5 Tours to Azay-le-Rideau (32km)

Leave Tours by the Voie Verte cycle route and head to

Villandry Château and its ornate medieval vegetable 

gardens. Arrive in Azay-le-Rideau and stay at the

Auberge Pom’poire. HB

Day 6 Azay-le-Rideau to Chinon (32km)

Return to the riverbank and pass Château d’Ussé, the

inspiration for Grimm’s Sleeping Beauty, before heading

to Chinon and the Hôtel le Plantagenet. HB

Day 7 Chinon to Saumur (32km)

Cycle to the charming riverside village of Montsoreau with its

mushroom caves before heading west into Saumur. Perhaps

enjoy a dégustation at one of the riverside wineries before

checking in at the Hôtel Anne d’Anjou for your final night and

evening meal. HB

OPTION
Add an extra night between Chinon and Saumur to break

your journey and to visit the famous Abbey and gardens at

Fontrevaud, stay the friendly Hostellerie la Croix Blanche. HB

Bespoke options available.

36  Reservations (09) 889 1580

SAUMUR

BLOIS

Chinon

Chaumont

Amboise

Azay-le-Rideau
TOURS

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2749

EXTRA NIGHT B&B at Amboise $300 per person.

Extra night at Fontrevaud HB $250 per person.

STARTING DAYS Wednesday, Friday, Saturday.

Hôtel Le Pavillon des Lys

Day 3

What’s included

6 days cycling | 6 nights half board | Complimentary glass of champagne at first restaurant |
Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps |
Belle France support | English rep on hand | Bike hire | Return station transfer

A moderate cycle following the majestic River Loire from Blois to Saumur. 
Visit several of the grand châteaux via the bustling city of Tours with its
enchanting old quarter. The hotels offer genuine French charm and wonderful
regional fare.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Château Chenonceau

Garden of France
Pretty villages and enchanting châteaux

Château de Vallagon

Day 1

EASY | BRITISH REP ON HAND

6 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Bourré

Your first night is spent at the lovely Château de Vallagon

in the small village of Bourré on the outskirts of Montrichard.

Explore the hotel grounds or take a dip in the pool before

enjoying locally sourced cuisine, including mushrooms from

the nearby Cave des Rôches. 

Day 2 Chenonceaux to St. Aignan (38km)

Follow the Cher River past troglodyte homes, or rise onto

the Touraine plateau to the magical Château de Gué Péan.

Day 3 Day trip from St. Aignan (48km)

Enjoy a leisurely day trip to the nearby Zooparc de Beauval,

or cycle to Valençay with its motor museum and grand

château.

Day 4 St Aignan to Chitenay (40km)

Today’s cycle takes you north through forests to Cheverny.

Visit the château before the final short ride to Chitenay to

stay two nights at one of our favourite hotels, the lovely

Auberge du Centre.

Day 5 Day trip from Chitenay (32km)

There are several great options today: cycle to Chaumont to

visit the International Garden Festival or head over to historic

Blois, which has a royal palace open to the public.

Day 6 Chitenay to Chenonceaux/Bourré (48km)

Today your return journey passes through colourful flower-

decked villages interspersed with orchards and vineyards.

Explore Château de Chenonceaux before returning to

Château de Vallagon for your final night.

8 NIGHT OPTION

Add additional nights at Cour Cheverny and Chambord 

to make this an eight night holiday – on Day 4 cycle along

quiet forest tracks to Cour Cheverny. On Day 5, head for

Chambord and your hotel situated 800 metres from the

beautiful Château.

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 37

Chambord

8 night holiday

Cheverny

BLOIS

Montrichard

Chitenay

AMBOISE

Chenonceaux
St Aignan

Prices per person 6 nights
(Based on two sharing)Own Travel                                   from $2599

8 NIGHT OPTION add $550 per person.

STARTING DAYS Wednesday, Thursday,

Friday, Saturday.
Auberge du Centre
Day 4

What’s included

5, 6 or 7 days cycling | All hotels half board |Welcome introduction | Luggage transfers
between hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support |
English rep | Bike hire | Station transfers

This cycling holiday takes you past princely mansions standing next to
picturesque farm houses, and fields of sunflowers merging with uniform rows
of vineyards. There is ample opportunity for tasting some of the local wines. 
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Amboise

Loire Discovery
Discover rivers, forests, vineyards and châteaux

Château de Vallagon

First Hotel

EASY | BRITISH REP ON HAND

7 nights (all half-board)

TWO CENTRE STAY

Your First Hotel

Arrive Bourré

Your first three nights are spent at the lovely Château de

Vallagon in the small village of Bourré on the outskirts of

Montrichard. Enjoy exploring the hotel grounds and take

time for a dip in the pool. The menu is concocted from

locally sourced food – including mushrooms from the

nearby Cave des Rôches.

Day trips (16-48km)

Visit Chenonceaux with its fabulous château spanning

the River Cher, or cycle to Amboise, a delightful town with

its château and Leonardo da Vinci exhibition. 

Bourré to Chitenay (32km) 

Before you leave Bourré take the opportunity to explore

the cave dwellings originally quarried for stone to build the

beautiful Loire châteaux. Then to Fougères with its lovely

medieval château.

Your Second Hotel

Chitenay

Your final four nights are spent in a Belle France favourite, an

elegant village auberge whose beautifully presented cuisine is

served in a bright and airy restaurant. In summer, enjoy the

peaceful hotel gardens and perhaps take a dip in the pool.

Day trips (16-48km)

Take a quiet ride through the tranquil countryside of Sologne,

through woodland and past secluded ponds with abundant

birdlife. Or visit the Château de Chaumont, whose park hosts

a garden festival, Cheverny with its beautifully preserved

interior, or Chambord, the grandest of them all.

Bespoke options available.

38  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Chitenay

Bourré

Chambord

Cheverny

Chaumont

Chenonceaux

AMBOISE

BLOIS

Montrichard

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2589

STARTING DAYS Friday, Saturday, Sunday.

Auberge du Centre
Second Hotel

What’s included

6 days cycling/2 centre stay | 7 nights half board |Welcome introduction | Luggage transfers
between hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support |
English rep | Bike hire | Station transfers

With easy cycling along country lanes, this holiday enables you to create your
own itinerary. Explore all the faces of the region from Montrichard, on the banks
of the River Cher, to the peaceful village of Chitenay. Here are our suggestions
for day trips.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Château Chenonceau

Loire en Famille
Gentle cycling and activities to suit all the family

Château de Vallagon

Day 1/2/3

EASY | BRITISH REP ON HAND|

6 nights (all half-board)

TWO CENTRE STAY

Your First Hotel

Day 1 Arrive Bourrée

You will be met on arrival by our friendly rep before settling

in to Vallagon, a charming château hotel hidden between

the castles of Chambord and Chenonceaux.

Day 2 Circuit ride to Chenonceaux (19km)

Today’s gentle ride takes you along the river path to reach

the enchanting Château Chenonceaux with its beautiful

gardens. There’s plenty of time to enjoy a picnic and take

a pedal boat along the river for the best views of the château,

before heading back to your hotel.

Day 3 Circuit ride to Amboise (24km)

A slightly longer ride today passes through the forest to

reach the medieval town of Amboise. All the family will enjoy

the working models of Leonardo da Vinci at the Clos Lucé

museum and gardens. Have a picnic in the grounds of the

Royal Château before returning.

Your Second Hotel

Day 4 Bourré to Fleuray (40km)

Country roads and forest tracks make a gentle, safe route

to reach your second hotel. For younger cyclists there is an

option to take a lift with our rep to a halfway point. Pick up

provisions in Chaumont for lunch by the meandering River

Loire. Arrive at the family run hotel Le Fleuray in time for a

dip before dinner.

Day 5 Circuit ride to Chaumont sur Loire (20km)

On today’s ride into Chaumont, you will see the imposing

Château for most of the route, but the real delight is its

International Garden Festival which alone requires at least 

a two hour visit. It is quirky and fun with activities for children

to discover in every corner.

Day 6 Circuit ride to the Réserve de
Beaumarchais (8km)

A short cycle introduces you to the Réserve de

Beaumarchais. A safari train will delight the younger ones

and takes you very close to the animals. It’s an easy ride

through the pretty village of Autrech back to the hotel, 

where you can indulge in a spa treatment or a round of 

golf on your final night.

Tag-alongs and chariots available.

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 39

Prices based on a family of 2 adults 

and 2 children in a family suiteOwn Travel                                   from $8499

Please contact us for different room

requirements. Le Fleuray

Day 4/5/6

What’s included

5 days easy cycling | 6 nights half board |Welcome introduction | Luggage transfers between
hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Bike hire | Belle France support |
English rep | Station transfers

Chaumont sur Loire
Réserve de Beaumarchais

Amboise

BourréeChenonceaux

Fleuray

The Loire is the perfect region for a family holiday: quiet country lanes and shady
woodland routes make for gentle cycling for all ages and abilities. We’ve allowed
plenty of time to visit the suggested family attractions and still make it back to the
hotel for a dip in the pool before dinner.
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Discover
Champagne, Alsace

Champagne is rich in history – the Kings of France were crowned in Reims.

Visit Epernay, surrounded by a glorious rolling patchwork of green vineyards

stitched with dazzling white chalk and see the magnificent Champagne

Houses. Alsace to the east, nestles between the mighty Rhine and the Vosges

mountains. And further south, explore Franche Comté – steeped in history with

magnificent vistas, tumbling waterfalls and rolling hills. 

Explore the wine

country and unspoilt

natural landscapes

of eastern France. 

Weather
Although winters can be harsh in Champagne
and Alsace, summer and autumn are particularly
mild given the regions’ relatively northerly
locations. 

Wine and Cuisine
From seafood to chicken, cuisine Champenoise
naturally incorporates Champagne wherever
possible. Try Potée Champenoise, a warming
dish of smoked ham, cabbage and sausage.
Brie cheese is also local. Alsatian traditional
dishes include choucroute (sauerkrout),
baeckeoffe (potatoes and pork) and delicious
flammekueche, made from bread dough,
cream, onions and pieces of sliced bacon.
Freshwater fish are often specialities in Franche
Comté, and don’t miss the local Comté cheese. 

Champagne dominates wine lists in its region
and is offered for all courses (alongside other
choices). In Alsace good beer, but also a variety
of aromatic white wines are produced: Riesling,
Gewurtztraminer, Muscat and Sylvaner, to
mention but a few.

How would you like to…
Stay in the former home of the Mercier
Champagne family? Follow the Alsace Wine
Tour through timbered, medieval Colmar? 
Visit the UNESCO listed ‘Salines Royales’?

Vosges and Franche Comté

40
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

View of the Vosges mountains

Venture into the Vosges
Pagan walls and castles of Mont Sainte Odile in Lorraine

Hôtel du Moulin

Day 2

MODERATE |

4 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Barr

Arrive in Barr about 30km southwest of Strasbourg.

Explore the old town and museum before settling in at

the 3-star Hôtel les Hortensias.

Day 2 Barr to Ottrott (20km)

Pass the Landsberg Castle and the ancient pagan wall as

you rise up Mont Sainte Odile. Perhaps visit the monastery

itself before descending to Ottrott with its remarkable 

castles. Stay at the 2-star Hôtel du Moulin.

Day 3 Ottrott to Le Hohwald (20km)

Climb to the summit of Heidenkopf and pass the castles of

Kagenfels and Birkenfels to the mountain resort of Hohwald.

Stay at La Petite Auberge, a comfortable 2-star Logis

de France hotel.

Day 4 Le Hohwald to Barr (20km)

Today’s walk take in the castles and village of Andlau.

Descend through vineyards to Barr and your final night

back at Hôtel les Hortensias.

OPTION

Add an extra night B&B in central Strasbourg and

explore this historic city.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 41

Mont Sainte Odile

STRASBOURG

Ottrott

BarrLe Hohwald

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $1439

EXTRA NIGHT B&B in Strasbourg

$210 per person.STARTING DAYS Any.
La Petite Auberge

Day 3

What’s included

3 days walking | 4 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Local agent support

This is a picturesque hike, passing the ancient monastery at Mont Sainte Odile.
You will encounter many old castles and ancient Neolithic walls as you follow
tracks across an ever-changing terrain of woodland and vines.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Strasbourg

Alsace Prestige en Vélo
Cycle the famous wine route of the Alsace

La Pommeraie

Day 2

Alsace is a little, unknown corner of France with a distinctively Germanic
influence: a combination of picturesque historic towns, fine wines, beer and
choucroute contribute to a unique culture. Cycle the oldest wine route in France,
stay in luxury hotels and enjoy gourmet meals. 

6 nights (4 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Strasbourg

Settle into your hotel and meet with your rep for an

introduction to the route. Just a short walk from the 5-star

hotel are the cathedral and La Petite France, where there

are many great restaurants to choose from. B&B

Day 2 Strasbourg to Sélestat (54km)

Follow the Canal du Rhône au Rhin for a gentle route out

of Strasbourg and into the region of the Alsatian Ried.

Stay in a 4-star hotel and enjoy a gastronomic dinner in

a nearby restaurant. HB 

Day 3 Sélestat to Colmar (37km)

Cycle through the landscapes and the villages of the Alsatian

Ried, rich in flora and fauna. Arrive in Colmar, the wine capital

of the Alsace also famed for its art and culture. Stay in the

5-star Hotel Les Têtes. HB 

Day 4 Colmar to Riquewihr (37km)

Today’s cycling takes you along the foot of the Vosges and

through just a few of the winemaking villages celebrated for

the Alsatian Grand Crus: Eguisheim, Turkheim, Kayserberg

and Riquewihr. HB 

Day 5 Riquewihr to Obernai (48km) 

Continue along the Route des Vins through the villages of

Barr, Begheim, Ribeauvillé and  Hunawihr and take some

time to visit the abbey at Andlau. Relax in the spa before

a gastronomic dinner at La Cour d’Alsace. HB

Day 6 Obernai to Strasbourg (35km)

The last day involves a gentle cycle back along the banks

of the Bruche canal until you return to the capital of Europe,

Strasbourg. B&B

OPTION

Why not add an extra night B&B in Strasbourg either

at the beginning or at the end of you route. 

42  Reservations (09) 889 1580

STRASBOURG

Obernai
Sélestat

Colmar

Riquewihr

MODERATE ||PRESTIGE HOLIDAY

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $3129

EXTRA NIGHT B&B in Strasbourg

$325 per person. STARTING DAYS Any.

Le Clos Saint Vincent

Day 4

What’s included

5 days cycling | 5 nights half board | Luxury 4 and 5 star accommodation | Gourmet meals |
Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps |
Belle France support | Local agent support

5BF 2016 Champagne nz.qxp_Layout 1  18/05/2016  09:34  Page 3



We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Vineyard - Reims

Sparkling Champagne
Bubbly sensations, gourmet restaurants

La Touraine Champanoise

Day 3

7 nights (3 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Reims

Check in at the 4-star Grand Hôtel des Templiers in the

heart of old Reims, just a short walk from the famous

Cathedral. Relax in the pool and spa before you head

off to dinner in a nearby Michelin-starred restaurant. HB

Day 2 Reims to Verzy (12km) 

Explore the city centre in the morning before a taxi takes

you out of the city to the Fort de la Pompelle (scene of

much fighting during the Great War). Then head off to your

charming chamber d’hôte where your hosts are experts on

all things Champagne. Dinner at a nearby restaurant. HB

Day 3 Verzy to Tours-sur-Marne (24km) 

Pass along quiet lanes through vineyards and follow the

GR up into the woodlands of the Montagne de Reims.

Descend through vineyards to the flower decked village inn,

La Touraine Champanoise, beside the River Marne. HB

Day 4 Tours-sur-Marne to Épernay (12km)

Follow the tow path to Mareuil sur Ay, then leave behind the

canal to continue along gravel tracks into the impressive

town of Épernay. Stay at the charming 3-star hotel La Villa

Eugène, former home of the Mercier Champagne family. B&B 

Day 5 Day in Épernay

An opportunity to explore the town of Épernay, we include

tickets for a tour and tasting at the famous Champagne

house, Mercier. Or simply relax by the hotel pool. B&B

Day 6 Epernay to Ay (12km)

Forests, vineyards, riverbanks and canal tow paths will

be your route into the charming village of Ay. Stay at the

chambre d’hôte, Domaine Sacret, with dinner in a nearby

restaurant. B&B 

Day 7 Ay to Rilly-la-Montagne (12km) 
and train to Reims 

Today’s woodland walk across the Montagne de Reims

descends to the village of Rilly-la-Montagne with its

Premier Cru Champagne appellation. Take a twenty minute

train ride into Reims for your final night at the Grand Hôtel

des Templiers. B&B

Reservations (09) 889 1580 43

REIMS

Verzy

Rilly-la-Montagne

Montagne 
de Reims

Tours-sur-Marne

Fort de la Pompelle

Ay

Épernay

MODERATE |

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $3619

STARTING DAYS Any except Thursday.
La Villa Eugène

Day 4

What’s included

6 days walking | 4 nights half board | Luxury accommodation and friendly chambre d’hôtes |
Michelin-starred dinner | Mercier Champagne tour and tasting | Luggage transfers between
hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support

Drinking Champagne in Épernay is like listening to Mozart in Salzburg… 
Walk through leafy vineyards and lush woodland on this luxurious holiday, where
you’ll enjoy charming accommodation and fine cuisine. A tour and tasting at the
Mercier Champagne house is included.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Besançon

Valleys of Franche Comté
Lush valleys and cultural heritage

Hôtel de Paris

Day 1

MODERATE |

7 nights (6 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Besançon 

Arrive in Besançon and walk up to the famous Citadel

before dinner in town. The bustling Place St Pierre is

crammed with restaurants so you’ll be spoiled for choice.

Stay at Hôtel de Paris. B&B 

Day 2 Cléron to Ornans (22km)

Take a taxi transfer to start the walk at Cléron, a gentle

country walk along the River Loue to Ornans. Pass Castel

Saint Denis and visit the Musée Nationale Courbet.

Stay at Hôtel de France. HB 

Day 3 Longeville to Mouthier Haute Pierre (16km)

After breakfast and a transfer to Longeville, walk along the

valley sides of the Loue, overlooking fabulous vistas across

Le Moine. Have lunch in the Auberge du Moine before

descending to Mouthier Haute Pierre. Stay at Hôtel

La Cascade. HB 

Day 4 Nans Sous Sainte Anne to
Salins Les Bains (17km)

Begin with a transfer to Nans Sous Sainte Anne, where you

can visit the source of the River Lison. A leisurely walk takes

you to the interesting scythe mill at Taillanderie. Transfer to

Salins les Bains and stay at the Grand Hôtel des Bains. HB

Day 5 Circuit walk around Salins Les Bains (12km)

A circuit walk around this famous town showcases the

impressive UNESCO World Heritage Salt Museum with its

magnificent underground galleries. You might like to take

advantage of the Thermal Centre here (swimming, sauna,

Jacuzzi, hammam): people come from across Europe

to relax in the springs. Second night at the Grand Hôtel 

des Bains. HB

Day 6 Salins Les Bains to Arbois (9km)

After a taxi transfer to Arbois, the Cité Vigneronne, walk

among some of the oldest vineyards in the world. Possibility

tonight to upgrade to a Michelin star restaurant. Stay at the

Hôtel Jean-Paul Jeunet. HB 

Day 7 Arbois to Cramans 

Transfer to Arc-et-Senans to walk along the lower valley 

of the River Loue. Visit the Saline Royale (UNESCO) along

the banks of the Loue. Stay at Relais d’Arc-et-Senans. HB

44  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Besançon

Ornans
Cléron

Longeville

Arc et Senans

Cramans

Arbois
Salins Les Bains

Mouthier Haute Pierre

Nans Sous Sainte Anne

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                    from $2869

EXTRA NIGHT Besançon B&B $187 per person.

STARTING DAYS Any.
Grand Hôtel des Bains

Day 4/5

What’s included

6 days walking | 6 nights half board | Michelin-starred dinner |Welcome introduction |
Daily rep transfers to start of walks | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Station transfers

Tranfer to a leisurely walk each day that explores the lush valleys and brightly
coloured villages of this hidden region. Walk through sun-dappled oak forests
and alongside lazy, meandering rivers from Vauban’s Citadel at Besançon to
the salt mines in Arc-et-Senans.
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Discover
Burgundy
The river Saône meanders gracefully through a rolling tapestry of green

and gold. Burgundy is studded with forests and vineyards, castles, mosaic

roofs and Romanesque churches, whilst timbered villages in the south and

pale stone villages in the north produce some of France’s finest wines.

A perfect place to re
charge

your batteries an
d immerse

yourself in culture,

history and a gourmet

experience.

Weather
Burgundian summers are long and warm, ideal
for ripening the grapes, and most of the region’s
rain falls in the hilly Morvan area during winter. 

Wine and Cuisine
This is a ‘foodie’ region and home to cuisine
classique, with much of the cooking centred on
wine-based sauces known as meurettes. Boeuf
bourguignon, escargots and coq au vin require
little introduction and Moutarde de Dijon
features regularly also. 

The wine in this region is really outstanding,
changing with the subtleties of the underlying
soil. A superb goats cheese, the crottin de
Chavignol, is perfect with a glass of full bodied
red, perhaps a Côte de Beaune, with its
aromatic bouquet? Côte du Nuits, is also
a well known classic red with a deep colour.
Near Auxerre, Chablis produces its delicious
flinty, dry white Chardonnay. But don’t ignore
the more southerly Mâconnais whites and reds.
You really are spoilt for choice. 

How would you like to…
Sample some of the best wines in France 
with top-notch cuisine and live like a lord in
exquisite hotels? Immerse yourself in some of
the most varied countryside in France, amongst
vineyards and honey stone villages by bike or on
foot? It is entirely your choice!

                                                                                                                                                                                                      45
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Roche de Solutré

Mâcon Prestige à Pied
Walk through renowned vineyard countryside with built-in wine tasting

Château de Pizay

Day 1

Prestigious vineyards and imposing châteaux are waiting to be discovered
along this moderately easy walk in southern Burgundy. A dégustation de
vin each day and accommodation in the most beautiful châteaux hotels
and demeures de charme will ensure an unforgettable experience.

5 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive at Saint-Jean-d’Ardiéres

A personal greeting and explanation of the walk awaits

you on arrival at the 4-star Château de Pizay. Take a stroll

around the 75 hectare vineyard or enjoy a moment of

relaxation in the spa.

Day 2 Saint-Jean-d’Ardiéres to Saint-Amour-

Bellevue (11km)

Transfer to Moulin-à-Vent to start the walk over gentle hills

and visit a château with 17th century vaulted caves. Finish

with a private wine tasting, surprisingly, in a converted

church. Stay at the luxurious Auberge du Paradis in the 

heart of the village and relax in the spa and pool.

Day 3 Saint-Amour-Bellevue to Fuissé (11km)

Today’s walk offers beautiful panoramic views of the peaks of

the Lyonnais, the Jura and the Alps. The route drops to cross

through prestigious vineyards, and a wine tasting session

awaits your arrival. Stay two nights at the 16th-century

La Source des Fées in the heart of the village of Fuissé.

Day 4 The Spectacular Grand Site de Solutré

(14km)

Discover the célèbre Pouilly Fuissé region and the Grand Site

of the Roche de Solutré. Visit the prehistoric cave museum

and then enjoy a tasting of 5 Pouilly Fuissé wines. 

Day 5 Fuissé to Igé (14km)

Wander through varied landscapes: gentle hills, protected

woodland and prestigious vineyards before enjoying a final

wine tasting en route. Finish at the spectacular 13th century,

4-star Château d’Igé, where each room is unique.

46  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Igé

Solutré Pouilly

Fuissé

Saint-Amour-Bellevue

Saint-Jean-d’Ardiéres

EASY ||PRESTIGE HOLIDAY

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $3399

STARTING DAYS Any except Sunday

and Monday. Auberge du Paradis

Day 2

What’s included

4 days walking | 5 nights half board | 4 and 5-star hotels | Gourmet meals | Luggage transfers
between hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support |
Agent’s welcome briefing, with wine |Wine tasting each day | Station transfers
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Château at Rully

Fixin

Savigny les Beaune

Clos Vougeot

CHAGNY

Dijon

Beaune

Meursault

Chassey le Camp

Mercurey

Dracy

Nuits St Georges

CHALON-
SUR-SAÔNE

Wine List Wanders
Meandering from vineyard to vineyard

Hostellerie St Vincent

Day 2

EASY |

6-8 nights (5-7 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Fixin

Stay tonight in Fixin on the Côtes de Nuits slopes and enjoy

a delicious Burgundian meal at your delightful hotel, Chez

Jeanette. HB

Day 2 Fixin to Nuits St Georges (17km)

Set off after breakfast, heading south along well-worn

footpaths and past historic Clos Vougeot, home to the

Brotherhood of Winetasters. Stay at the 3-star Logis de

France hotel. HB

Day 3 Nuits St Georges to Savigny les Beaune
(17km)

Today’s route leads along quiet country lanes and across

gently undulating hills, where you’ll find world-class vineyards

and famous names all around. HB

Day 4 Savigny les Beaune to Beaune (8km)

A gentle walk takes you into ancient Beaune, passing above

the famous vineyards of Aloxe Corton. Your pleasant 3-star

town hotel is within the city walls. B&B

Day 5 Beaune to Meursault (12km)

A small detour leads to Pommard and its 14th century 

cellars. Continue to the sleepy village of Meursault, one of

Burgundy’s most celebrated wine villages. HB

Day 6 Meursault to Chassey le Camp (16km)

This morning you pass very close to the vineyards of

Bourgogne Aligoté, then on to Santenay and a stiff climb to 

a ridge with good views of distant vineyards. Descend to the

delightful Auberge de Camp Romain with its lovely pool.

Your last night on the six night walk. HB

Day 7 Chassey le Camp to Mercurey (11km)

A shorter walk leads in and out of the valleys, with time to

visit the Château at Rully before heading for the pretty wine

village of Mercurey. Stay at the 3-star l’Hostellerie du Val

d’Or. HB

Day 8 Mercurey to Dracy le Fort (10km)

Climb out of the valley with wonderful views of vineyards in

every direction, then head off along stony tracks and quiet

lanes to a warm welcome at the 3-star Hôtel Dracy. There’s

time for a swim before another delightful meal. HB

OPTION

Add an extra night at Dijon at the start or end of

your holiday.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 47

Prices per person 8 nights
(Based on two sharing)Own Travel                                   from $2849

6 NIGHT OPTION deduct $625 per person

(based on two sharing).EXTRA NIGHT Dijon B&B $175. 
STARTING DAYS Not Sundays.

What’s included

5, 6 or 7 days walking | 5 or 7 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support

Hôtel Dracy

Day 8

Walk through a string of sleepy villages that read like a wine lover’s wish
list, covering much of the Côte de Beaune and Côte de Nuits. Pass through
rolling vineyards and over gentle hills to reach your comfortable hotels.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Meursault

Best of Burgundy
From bustling Beaune to sleepy villages

Auberge Camp Romain

Day 2

MODERATE |

6-8 nights (4-6 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Beaune

Arrive in Beaune and make your way to either Hôtel 

des Remparts or Hôtel Central, both of which are in the

centre of town with plenty of restaurants nearby. B&B

Day 2 Beaune to Chassey-le-Camp (32km)

Collect your bicycle and begin your journey through

vineyards and on quiet lanes through the wine villages of

Pommard, Volnay, Meursault, Puligny Montrachet and

Santenay. Stay at the Auberge Camp Romain at 

Chassey-le-Camp. HB

Day 3 Chassey-le-Camp to Dracy-le-Fort (32km)

Descend into Remigny to join the canal towpath cycleway,

past Chagny to reach Rully. Cycle the quiet lanes through

Mercurey, Mellecey and Germolles to Dracy le Fort. Arrive

at the 3-star Hôtel Dracy. HB

Day 4 Day trip from Dracy (32km)

Today, take a day off beside the pool with a good book or

cycle south to the wine village of Givry. Follow the Voie Verte

to the medieval village of Buxy and return through shaded

woodland. HB

Day 5 Dracy-le-Fort to Verdun-sur-le-Doubs

(32km)

Follow the cycle track through the Forêt du Chalonnais to

join the canalside path to Fragnes. Head across country

on quiet roads to Verdun-sur-le-Doubs and the Hostellerie

Bourguignonne, where a gourmet meal is assured. HB

Day 6 Verdun-sur-le-Doubs to Beaune (40km)

A ride on quiet roads and through forest takes you back to

Beaune for your final night. B&B

OPTION

Option for additional one or two nights in Nuits St Georges

with circuits through the prestigious northern wine villages

with time to visit the Cassissium. Learn more about

Cassis, the wonderful signature taste of Kir.

48  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Chagny

Buxy

BEAUNE

Verdun

Nuits St Georges

Dracy

Chassey-le-Camp

Prices per person 6 nights
(Based on two sharing)Own Travel                                    from $2369

EXTRA NIGHT HB add $400 per person

per night.
STARTING DAYS Any except Thursday, Friday.

Hostellerie Bourguignonne

Day 5

What’s included

5, 6 or 7 days cycling | 4-6 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Bike hire | Belle France support

Explore this wonderful region, pedalling along quiet lanes flanked by famous
vineyards, historical sites and striking architecture. This moderate cycle enables
you to travel at a leisurely pace, discovering the heritage and experienceing
authentic Burgundian life.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Burgundy Vineyards

Burgundy Prestige en Vélo
Prepare for world class scenery and stunning flavours

Hôtel le Cep

Day 1/6

This easy cycle through prestigious vineyards offers sublime tasting
opportunities with such names as Pommard, Volnay, Meursault and Puligny
Montrachet. Stay at elegant hotels offering gourmet menus – an opportunity
for some classic French cuisine. 

6 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Beaune

Arrive in the charming city of Beaune and explore its old

cobbled streets. Stay at the Hôtel le Cep in the centre of

this historic wine capital. 

Day 2 Beaune to Chagny (32km)

Collect your bicycle and start today’s cycle through vineyards

and through the wine villages of Pommard, Volnay, Meursault

and Puligny Montrachet. Arrive at Chagny and the renowned

Hôtel Lameloise whose restaurant has three Michelin stars

– prepare for an explosion of flavour!

Day 3 Chagny to Verdun-sur-les-Doubs (32km)

Follow the canalside path to Fragnes, then ride along 

quiet roads to Verdun sur les Doubs and the Hostellerie

Bourguignonne with its noted restaurant.

Day 4 Verdun-sur-les-Doubs to Ladoix 40(km)

Ride across country and through forests to the village of

Ladoix Serrigny, just north of Beaune. Stay at the Ermitage

de Corton, a sumptuous 4-star hotel with a pool.

Day 5 Day trip from Ladoix Serrigny (38km)

Head northwards through the tiny wine villages of the

Côtes de Nuits before returning through Nuits St Georges.

Day 6 Ladoix Serrigny to Beaune

Cycle across the vineyards to Savigny les Beaune and

saunter round the museum, possibly enjoying a Grand Cru

tasting. Ride over the hill into Beaune to return your bicycle

and stay a final night at Hôtel le Cep.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 49

BEAUNE

Verdun

Nuits St Georges

Ladoix Serrigny

Chagny

EASY ||PRESTIGE HOLIDAY

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $4119

STARTING DAYS Wednesday, Thursday,

Friday (Tuesday July to September only).

Hôtel Lameloise

Day 2

What’s included

5 days cycling | 6 nights in luxury hotels, half board | Gourmet meals | Michelin-starred
restaurant | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed
marked maps | Bike hire | Belle France support
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

DIJON

Fixin

Ladoix Serrigny

Beaune

Puligny Montrachet

Chagny

Nuits St Georges

Grand Cru Vineyard - Fixin

Burgundy Prestige à Pied
Rolling vineyards and ancient châteaux

Hôtel le Cep

Day 4

Discover vine-clad hillsides, quiet lanes and attractive villages on this easy to
moderate walk. Take in the stunning views, and stay in prestigious hotels and
converted châteaux at the end of each day.

6 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Dijon

Burgundy is world renowned for its wines and gastronomy,

with Dijon as its capital. Your hotel for the evening is 

the 4-star Hostellerie du Chapeau Rouge, a charming 

15th century residence at the foot of the Romanesque

cathedral. Dinner in the Michelin starred restaurant.

Day 2 Dijon to Nuits St Georges (16km) 

Today starts with a transfer to Fixin to begin your walk

past famous vineyards including Gevrey-Chambertin. 

Follow level tracks and rise up onto the hautes côtes, 

with lovely views, to reach Nuits St Georges. Stay at

La Gentilhommière with its summer pool, tennis court

and a river running through its 13 ha grounds. Eat at their

excellent restaurant, le Chef Coq’.

Day 3 Nuits St Georges to Ladoix Serrigny (16km) 

Detour into the centre of Nuits St Georges this morning,

before heading into the vine-clad hills for a relatively

easy walk along quiet lanes. Your stay tonight is at the

Ermitage de Corton, situated at the edge of vineyards

at Ladoix Serrigny.

Day 4 Ladoix Serrigny to Beaune (10km)

Begin with an easy walk to the little town of Savigny before

gently descending into Beaune. Visit the Hospices de Beaune

whose multicoloured roofs house a fascinating museum.

Stay at the prestigious Hôtel le Cep, which has been

welcoming travellers for centuries.

Day 5 Beaune to Puligny Montrachet (19km)

Journey back onto the gentle hills and undulating tracks set

amongst vineyards. Settle into the Hôtel Le Montrachet,

which offers gourmet menus and an excellent wine cave.

Day 6 Puligny Montrachet to Chagny (12km)

Take the pathways through the vineyards to Remigny, from

where you follow a peaceful towpath along the Canal du

Centre to Chagny. Lameloise, your luxury hotel, awaits

where you can enjoy a final taste of Burgundy in the gourmet

restaurant which boasts three Michelin stars.

50  Reservations (09) 889 1580

EASY ||PRESTIGE HOLIDAY

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $3699

STARTING DAYS Saturday, Tuesday,

Wednesday. Hôtel Le Montrachet

Day 6

What’s included

5 days walking | 6 nights in luxury hotels, all half board | Gourmet meals | Michelin-starred
restaurants | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed
marked maps | Belle France support
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Discover
Charente and Limousin

Kilometers of magnificent sandy coastline, oyster beds and fragrant pine

forests, the glorious peace of the Marais Poitevin and the gastronomic delights

of beautiful Cognac and Marennes all await you in Charente. Contrast this with

an idyllic pastoral landscape of honey-coloured hamlets and glittering lakes

which belie the Limousin’s past of fierce battles and sieges and you will see

the many appeals of this region.

The evocative home 

of Cognac, an idyllic

landscape with gentle

meandering rivers and

lush wooded hillsides.

Weather
The Poitou-Charentes has one of the highest
sunshine records in France, almost that of
Corsica, thanks to the Gulf Stream, benefiting
neighbouring Limousin with a mild and gentle
climate for its hilly terrain.

Wine and Cuisine
From the waterways come fish such as tench,
pike-perch (Sandre) as well as large quantities
of eels sautéed in garlic or enjoyed in soup.
Oysters of course are also popular. By contrast
Limousin cuisine centres on top quality beef,
charcuterie, cheese (try La Joncheix) and
batter puddings.

Over-shadowed by the nearby Médoc wines,
grapes are grown here from which Cognac is
distilled. Light, fruity wines from Haut Poitou,
Deux-Sèvres and Charente are worth trying
and Pineau des Charentes, a fresh apéritif
of grape juice and cognac. 

How would you like to…
See the castle under siege in Richard the
Lionheart’s last stand? Explore the serenity
of the France’s Green Venice on 2 wheels,
see caves with Neolithic wall-paintings, or
inhale the Cognac fumes amongst the aged
oak barrels of the famous distilleries?

                                                                                                                                                                                                      51
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

La Rochelle

Fontenay le Comte

Ile de Ré

Vouvant

Nieul sur l’Autise

Marans
NIORT

Charente Waterways
Trailing willows and emerald waters

Hôtel de la Brèche

Day 1/2

MODERATE |

6 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Niort

Settle into your hotel, situated close to Niort’s main square,

and take time to explore the remnants of the 15th century

keep.

Day 2 Day trip from Niort (45km)

A pleasant day trip takes you along the slow moving waters

and canals of the ‘Green Venice’. Perhaps hire a boat to

discover the network of emerald green waterways before

heading back to Niort.

Day 3 Niort to Fontenay le Comte (45km)

Your leisurely exploration of the watery labyrinth of the Marais

Poitevin continues as you head towards Fontenay through

peaceful back lanes. Pass by quiet waterways scattered with

water lilies and home to a variety of migratory birds. Visit one

of the last working watermills at Nieul sur l’Autise.

Day 4 Day trip Fontenay le Comte (16-48km)

Today you have the chance to explore the historic Mervent

forest, rich in oak and chestnut. It’s a hilly ride offering idyllic

views over flatlands and lakes. One of ‘France’s prettiest

villages’, the village of Vouvant is worth exploring, or wander

around Fontenay itself, soaking up the atmosphere.

Day 5 Fontenay to La Rochelle (65km)

There are only a handful of bridges across the marshes,

so the run to La Rochelle is long, but flat. Your day begins

along the Autise river as you pass low-roofed houses and

head for the small port of Marans. You may wish to learn

more about the region’s culture at ‘La Maison du Petit

Poitou’ in Chaillé-les-Marais, or stop at the mussel farm

in Esnandes. As you approach La Rochelle, the wetlands

give way to sand dunes and fresh marine air. Your hotel is

located in a prime position in the picturesque old port. 

Day 6 Day trip from La Rochelle (34-88km)

Spend the day exploring the idyllic Ile de Ré and its scenic

coast or just relax on one of its white sandy beaches. In the

evening, enjoy the sunset over the Atlantic before dining in

the restaurant with panoramic views over the town of

La Rochelle.

52  Reservations (09) 889 1580

La Rochelle

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2699

STARTING DAYS Saturday, Sunday.

July and August - any day.
Hôtel les Océanides

Day 5

What’s included

5 days cycling | 6 nights half board | 3 and 4-star hotels | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Bike hire

This linear tour takes you through the network of quiet waterways and tranquil
canals, past pretty villages and sandy beaches, to arrive at the lovely port of
La Rochelle. Many of the dedicated cycle trails criss-cross the Venise Verte. 
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Moulin du Chemin
Explore the idyllic countryside of the Pays de Gatine

EASY |

6 nights - single centre holiday
(fully inclusive)

What to expect

This all inclusive holiday is based at the family operated

Moulin de Chemin, celebrated for its exceptional hospitality,

brilliant cuisine, excellent wine and wonderful bonhomie.

There are five well-appointed guest rooms of individual

character.

Absolutely everything is included in the price – all meals

and drinks, and even the post cards are free!

A great selection of varied and interesting walks and

cycle rides start and finish at the charming Maison d’Hôte.

Your hosts know the area well and will be pleased to provide

advice and support. Of course, you are free to do exactly

what you want, when you want. Perhaps arrange a visit the

local stables and book a ride, or simply spend the day

relaxing by the heated pool.

A wide variety of walks is available, ranging from the 6km

Sentier d’Interpretation, recommended as a leg stretcher on

arrival, to the 30km Rocher Branlant walk. The choices are

endless and the same applies to the cycle routes – everything

from easy to more challenging routes are available.

Breakfast Petit Déjeuner 

Orange juice, tea, coffee or hot chocolate, served with crusty

French bread and croissants fresh from the local baker, with

a selection of homemade jams and local honey. Muesli, cereal

flakes, yoghurts and a variety of dried and fresh fruits and

nuts are also served for breakfast.

Lunch Déjeuner 

A demi-baguette sandwich lunch with a selection of fruit,

cakes, energy bars, chocolate bars and crisps to choose as

accompaniments as well as cold drinks from the 24/7 guest

fridge. Enjoy your packed lunch at the Moulin or take it with

you on your adventures.

Evening Meal Diner 

Each evening, aperitifs-at-seven are followed by a convival

four-course evening meal with wonderful food and copious

quantities of excellent wine in a relaxed and friendly

atmosphere.

The Moulin is delighted to welcome vegetarians – just

let us know in advance and you’ll be provided with wonderful

vegetarian dishes.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 53

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2369

STARTING DAYS Sundays from 26 April to

11 October 2016. Reduction if no bike hire or

guided excursions $150.

What’s included

6 nights fully inclusive/plus drinks |Welcome introduction | Detailed booklet |
Guided walking and cycling excursions | Bike hire | Belle France support | English hosts |
Station transfers included

The delightful Moulin de Chemin is a wonderful single centre holiday close to the
pretty village of Scille in Poitou-Charentes. Known as le Pay de Gatine, this area
is a rural paradise with hundreds of kilometres of peaceful paths, lanes and tracks.
You can choose each day to walk or cycle, or perhaps just relax by the heated pool.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Montbron

St-Saud

Champagnac

Nontron

La Rochefoucauld

Brantôme

Périgord Vert en Vélo
Rewarding cycling and gourmet dining in the Périgord Vert

Château de Lavaud

Day 1/2/7

7 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Montbron

Your holiday begins at the Château de Lavaud just outside

Montbron, a delightful château chambre d’hôte set in a

peaceful park. 

Day 2 Day trip to La Rochefoucauld (42km)

Ride over the hill to the Bandiat valley then along the Voie

Verte to La Rochefoucauld with its impressive château.

Afterwards return along the Tardoire river valley back to the

Château de Lavaud. 

Day 3 Montbron to St-Saud (40km)

Cross into the Dordogne for a coffee stop in the ancient

village of Varaignes before climbing over rolling hills to the

leisure lake at St-Estephe. Take a picnic or enjoy a meal

in the lakeside bar/restaurant. Enjoy two nights at the

Hostellerie St-Jaques in the village of St-Saud. 

Day 4 Day trip from St-Saud (40km)

Today’s hilly but beautiful ride leads to Nontron. Explore 

this charming market town with its ancient château and

knife-making museum, or take a shorter, circular ride

through quiet forests and past gleaming lakes. 

Day 5 St-Saud to Champagnac (45km)

After some steady climbing and long descents, you reach 

a Voie Verte cycle trail. Stay on the trail to the lunch spot at

St-Jean-de-Cole, one of the most beautiful villages in France,

or divert to the spectacular caves at Villars on the way.

A short afternoon ride brings you to the magical Moulin

du Roc in Champagnac where you stay for two nights. 

Day 6 Day trips from Champagnac (35 or 56km)

Pedal off to the ‘Venice of Périgord’, Brantôme, and follow

the river to the pretty medieval village of Bourdeilles, or

cycle along the River Trincou to the Grottes de Villars with

its prehistoric cave paintings. 

Day 7 Champagnac to Montbron (56km)

Cycle back on quiet lanes over open rolling country to

Montbron, or spend a final morning in Brantôme, maybe

taking a riverboat cruise or trying your hand at kayaking. 

You will be collected after lunch and transferred back to

the Château de Lavaud for your final night. 

54  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Brantôme

MODERATE | ENGLISH SPEAKING REP ON HAND

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                    from $3599

STARTING DAYS Saturday, Sunday,

Wednesday. Moulin du Roc

Day 5/6

What’s included

6 days cycling | 7 nights half board | 2 Michelin-starred meals | Luggage transfers between
hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | English rep | Belle France
support | Bike hire | Station transfers

Cycle through the beautiful, wooded Périgord-Limousin Natural Park before
spending a couple of nights in the magical Moulin du Roc with its Michelin star
restaurant near to Brantôme. Visit ancient châteaux and pre-historic caves or
perhaps hire a canoe to paddle around the ‘Venice of Périgord’. 
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Montbron

Massignac

Confolens

Nieuil

Verteuil

Angoulême

La Rochefoucauld

St-Germain-de-Confolens

Châteaux of the Charente
Country lanes and a rolling landscape of rivers and lakes – a cyclists’ paradise!

Château de Nieuil

Day 1/2

MODERATE | ENGLISH SPEAKING REP ON HAND

7 nights (5 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Nieuil

Your holiday begins at the charming and peaceful 4-star

Château de Nieuil, a ‘Relais du Silence’ set in woodland,

along with its renowned restaurant La Grange des Oies

and a heated pool. HB

Day 2 Day trip to Verteuil (56km)

Cycling on quiet country roads, this round trip takes in

the pretty villages of Nanteuil and Verteuil-sur-Charente

with its magnificent château on the river. HB

Day 3 Nieuil to Confolens (29km)

Today, head to the valley of the River Vienne and to the

bustling town of Confolens. Our friendly chambre d’hôte

overlooks the old cobbled bridge. There’s a good choice

of restaurants in town. B&B 

Day 4 Day trip along the Vallée de Vienne (45km)

A loop ride takes you either side of the lazy river with

opportunities for a river-bank picnic before reaching the

medieval castle of St-Germain-de-Confolens. B&B

Day 5 Confolens to Massignac (35km)

After breakfast, follow the river south, then climb the rolling

hills of Charente-Limousin to your next château hotel, which

overlooks the lakes of Haute-Charente. HB

Day 6 Massignac to Montbron (48km)

Cycle around the lake’s nature reserve, the source of the

River Charente, stopping at a leisure beach before lunch. In

the afternoon, ride through picturesque countryside before

the long descent to the delightful Château de Lavaud. HB

Day 7 Day trip to La Rochefoucauld (42km)

An easy ride, partly along a converted railway line to the

pretty town of La Rochefoucauld with its picturesque

château and cobbled bridge over the Tardoire river.

Return along the river valley to Château de Lavaud. HB

Reservations (09) 889 1580 55

Confolens

Verteuil

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $3269

EXTRA NIGHT at Château de Lavaud

add $300 per person.STARTING DAYS Saturday or Tuesday.

Château de Lavaud

Day 6/7

What’s included

6 days cycling | 5 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | English rep | Belle France support | Bike hire |
Station transfers

Local folklore has it that when God finished his work creating the magnificent
châteaux in the Loire, he set to work in this region, sprinkling the area with
myriad smaller castles.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Classic Cognac à Pied
Discover the classic Cognacs of Charente

Hôtel l’Essille

Day 3

This gentle walk follows the River Charente as it meanders from Angoulême
to Cognac through a peaceful landscape of vineyards. There are plenty of
opportunities to sample some of the great names of Cognac, and tickets to
visit Hennessy Cognac are included.

6 nights (3 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Angoulême

Check in at the elegant Mercure Hôtel de France opposite

Les Halles within the old Angoulême Remparts. Explore 

the labyrinth of narrow streets bustling with pavement

restaurants for your evening meal or simply choose the 

hotel restaurant. B&B 

Day 2 Angoulême to Nersac (20km)

Leave the Angoulême suburbs on today’s rural walk to

Nersac and the welcoming chambre d’hôte, Château de

la Mothe. Enjoy a homespun dinner with wine. HB

Day 3 Nersac to Bassac (16km)

You will be transferred to Le Simeux to commence today’s

walk which crosses the river at Châteauneuf, then follows

the GR through woodland. Cross the river into Bassac and

continue to the charming Hôtel l’Essille in the centre of

the village. HB

Day 4 Bassac to Cognac (16km)

From Bassac continue your walk into Jarnac and perhaps

visit the Maison Courvoisier before following the River

Charente to the outskirts of Cognac. Stay tonight at

Le Domaine de l’Echassier. HB

Day 5 Domaine de l’Echassier to Cognac Town

(6km)

A short walk takes you into the town to visit the famous

Cognac distilleries such as Hennessy and Rémy Martin.

We include tickets to visit Hennessy Cognac. Stay tonight

in the splendid 4-star François Premier. B&B

Day 6 Day in Cognac

There’s plenty of time today to explore the ancient town

and many opportunities to sample some Cognac – the air

is permeated by the heavy scent of spirits evaporating from

oak casks held in storage: this aroma is referred to as the

‘angels’ share’. B&B

OPTION

Day 4: You may choose to upgrade to the Château de

l’Yeuse, a 4-star hotel with mouth-watering menus.

56  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Santé 

COGNAC

Bassac

ANGOULÊME

Nersac

EASY | ENGLISH SPEAKING REP ON HAND|PRESTIGE UPGRADE HOLIDAY

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2199

EXTRA NIGHT B&B in Angoulême $240

per person. Upgrade to 4-star Day 4, HB $200

per person. STARTING DAYS Not Sundays.

Le Domaine de l’Echassier

Day 4

What’s included

5 days walking | 3 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | English rep | Belle France support
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Classic Cognac Cycling
Fine brandy and easy cycling

Hôtel l’Essille

Day 2/3

Follow the meandering River Charente and cycle through prestigious Cognac
vineyards with opportunities to taste the finest brands, including a visit to the
famous Hennessy Cognac house. Opportunity to upgrade your accommodation.

6-7 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Le Gond Pontouvre

Your holiday starts with a transfer to the 2-star hotel and

restaurant le Moulin Neuf at Le Gond Pontouvre, superbly

located at the edge of the Touvre spring. Dine on the

terrace soothed by the sound of water.

Day 2 Le Gond Pontouvre to Bassac (40km)

Head north to Dorgeville and the impressive Roman

amphitheatre, then on to Rouillac for lunch. Continue

via Merignac to reach Bassac and the Hôtel l’Essille

with its lovely gardens and locally renowned restaurant. 

Day 3 Day trip from Bassac (34km)

Follow the river to St Simon and visit the Gabare boat

museum with an optional riverboat trip. Cycle to St Simeux

for lunch before continuing to Châteauneuf and circling

through pretty hamlets on your return to Bassac.

Day 4 Bassac to Cognac (40km)

Pass through Jarnac, perhaps visiting the Courvoisier

distillery and François Mitterand Museum. Head south

to Segonzac and back through Roissac to your hotel at

Châteaubernard on the outskirts of Cognac. Alternatively

you can upgrade to the luxurious Château de l’Yeuse.

Day 5 Day trip from Cognac (48km)

Ride through vineyards and lush forests past the Abbey

de Fontdouce to St Bris des Bois. Follow a small river

valley to rejoin the banks of the Charente, then skirt the

town of Cognac through Châteaubernard. Alternatively

take an in-depth tour of the city and enjoy a Cognac

tasting with complimentary tickets to the Hennessy

Cognac house.

Day 6 Cognac to Le Gond Pontouvre (48km)

Meander along the valley of the Charente to St Simon,

then cycle across country to return to le Moulin Neuf.

Relax on your final night at this charming hotel and enjoy

the seasonal food at its excellent restaurant. 

OPTIONS

Add an extra stop between Bassac and Cognac at

the Château de Mesnac, a period chambre d’hôte

where your host will guide you enthusiastically through

a Cognac tasting and provide an evening meal from

their own seasonal fresh produce.

Day 4: Upgrade to the 4-star Château de l’Yeuse

at Cognac.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 57

Vineyards near Cognac

COGNAC Bassac

Mesnac

Jarnac

Saint-Simeux

Rouillac

ANGOULÊME

Le Gond Pontouvre

7 night holiday

Château de Mesnac

EASY | ENGLISH SPEAKING REP ON HAND|PRESTIGE HOTEL UPGRADES

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2249

EXTRA NIGHT at Mesnac add $400.

UPGRADE to 4-star 2 nights HB Cognac $425

per person. STARTING DAYS Wednesday,

Thursday or Friday.

Domaine de l’Echassier

Day 4

What’s included

5 or 6 days cycling | 6 or 7 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | English rep | Belle France support |
Bike hire | Station transfers
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Discover
Dordogne, Aquitaine
The Dordogne is a stunning area dramatically scattered with castles, fortresses

and cliff hugging villages watching over meandering rivers. To its west are the

flatter, undulating vineyard plains reaching across through Bordeaux to the

Atlantic coast. The finest claret names unfold here from Château Pétrus in

Pomerol to Château Margaux in the Haut-Médoc. Further south, the Pyrenees

create a majestic backdrop to the broad sandy beaches of the Pays Basque.

Coastal delights, rocky

gorges and meandering

rivers: this corner of

France has it all.

Weather
The plateaux of the Dordogne make for cold
winters and hot summers, with the valleys and
coast being more temperate. Autumn comes
late and is usually pleasant and calm.

Wine and Cuisine
With a superb gastronomic reputation,
specialities include truffles, foie gras and confit
de canard (duck preserved in its own fat) and
Roquefort cheese. 

Try wine from Souillac (equivalent to a
Bordeaux-style Bergerac) or the fuller, more
robust Cahors. Bergerac Sec is a good dry
white and Monbazillac a sweet, golden coloured
dessert wine with a divine honeyed flavour.
There’s an undeniable Spanish influence to the
gastronomy of the Pays Basque country with
dishes like Pintxos (a local variation of Spanish
tapas) and plenty of great seafood.

How would you like to…
Walk in the steps of pilgrims to Rocamadour?
See the bison a caveman painted on his wall
19,000 years ago? Cycle to the Dune du Pyla 
or cruise the Canal Latéral? Take a train to the
highest peak of the Basque country?

and the Pays Basque

58
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Dordogne Prestige en Vélo
Grand scenery and grand hotels

Château de la Treyne

Day 1/7

Cycle through an undulating landscape of forested hills and dramatic 
gorges, taking in the fairytale feel of this beautiful region. You’ll stay in
château hotels and enjoy sumptuous cuisine at the end of each day. 
A great ride for cycling enthusiasts. 

7 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Souillac

Arrive at the luxurious Château de la Treyne and settle

in before a gourmet meal.

Day 2 La Treyne to Coly (48km)

Our agent delivers your bikes and off you go through

Souillac and into remote countryside on the way to Coly

and the Manoir de Hautegante.

Day 3 Coly to Les Eyzies (53km)

Cycle through the pretty Périgord villages, including

Saint Léon sur Vézère, before descending to Les Eyzies

to stay two nights at Hôtel les Glycines.

Day 4 Day trip from Les Eyzies (25km)

Explore the nearby prehistoric cave paintings at Lascaux,

renowned as a centre of world pre-history, or cycle along

the river to Le Bugue, Limeuil and Trémolat.

Day 5 Les Eyzies to Domme (38km)

A cross-country ride takes you through Sarlat, an ancient

town worthy of a visit with its honey coloured medieval

buildings and fabulous Saturday market. Continue to the

stunning bastide of Domme and the Hôtel l’Esplanade

for two nights. Perched on a hill this fortified village oozes

character and the views over the Dordogne Valley are

undoubtedly some of France’s finest.

Day 6 Day trip from Domme (16-22km)

Cycle to La Roque Gageac and the dramatically situated

castle at Beynac, which dates back to Richard the Lionheart.

You may prefer to leave the saddle and hire a canoe to

paddle down the river from nearby Vitrac.

Day 7 Domme to Château de la Treyne (40km)

Follow the shady banks of the Dordogne to Souillac to

reach the Château de la Treyne for your final night. From the

cliff tops, this magnificent castle overhangs the Dordogne in

a spectacular setting. Linger over a sumptuous meal as you

relax on your final night.

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 59

La Roque Gageac

Souillac

Les Eyzies

Coly

Domme

La Treyne

CHALLEnGInG | EnGLISH SPEAKInG REP On HAnD|PRESTIGE HOLIDAY

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $4589

STARTING DAYS Any.

What’s included

6 days cycling | 6 nights in luxury accommodation half board | Gourmet meals | Luggage
transfers between hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Local agent |
Belle France support | Bike hire | Station transfers

Hôtel les Glycines

Day 3/4
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Drama of the Dordogne
Rocky crags and gorgeous gorges

Hôtel la Terrasse

Day 2/3

CHALLEnGInG | EnGLISH SPEAKInG REP On HAnD

6 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Souillac

Settle in at La Vieille Auberge, a quaint 3-star hotel tucked

away in a quiet street. Take a dip in the pool or stroll the

pretty streets of this old stone-built town. 

Day 2 Souillac to Meyronne (14-28km)

To reach the charming 3-star Hôtel la Terrasse you can opt

to cycle along the flat and peaceful riverside or rise up on to

the limestone plateau with its spectacular views. Either one

immerses you in wonderful Dordogne scenery. 

Day 3 Day trip from Meyronne (28km)

Take a trip out to Gluges, wedged below soaring cliffs,

where you can swim in the Dordogne. Stop at the idyllic

village of Cressye with its watermill, once a port on the river.

Day 4 Meyronne to Rocamadour (14-38km)

Today head to the dramatic Gouffre de Padirac and its

underground rivers, or go straight to Rocamadour and

spend the day exploring this fascinating town.

Day 5 Day trip from Rocamadour (28km)

Explore Rocamadour, which clings to limestone cliffs and is

full of little chapels, grottoes and hidden nooks. Alternatively,

head across fragrant scrubland to Gramat, a site that has

been inhabited since prehistoric times.

Day 6 Rocamadour to Souillac (14km)

Visit La Cave with its amazing rock formations and

underground pools and rivers. Stop at the beautiful Bel

Castel with its stunning panoramas before returning to

Souillac. There, you might find time to visit the National

Collection of Automata and Robotic Toys!

8 NIGHT OPTION

Add 2 nights in Carennac.

Day 4: cycle 20km from Meyronne to picturesque

Carennac. 

Day 5: take a 32km day trip to Collonges-la-Rouge

and medieval Turenne.

Bespoke options available.

60  Reservations (09) 889 1580

SOUILLAC

Rocamadour

Meyronne

Carennac

extra 2 nights

Rocamadour

Prices per person 6 nights
(Based on two sharing)Own Travel                                   from $2229

8 NIGHT OPTION add $725.
STARTING DAYS Any.

Hôtel Beau Site

Day 4/5

What’s included

5, 6 or 7 days cycling | All nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Local rep | Belle France support |
Bike hire | Station transfers

The meandering valley of the Dordogne is a visual feast: honey coloured villages,
slowly crumbling in picturesque disorder, typify this delightful region. This
challenging cycle takes you on flat plateaux and through gentle valleys, with
some sharp inclines along the way.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Dordogne Exploration
Prehistoric treasures and stunning valleys

Hôtel Coulier

Day 2

CHALLEnGInG | EnGLISH SPEAKInG REP On HAnD

7 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Souillac

Settle in at La Vieille Auberge, a charming, rambling 

3-star hotel, set in the pretty little town of Souillac by the

River Dordogne.

Day 2 Souillac to Laval de Jayac (30km)

Today’s route takes you away from the hustle and bustle of

the main tourist attractions as you head for the family-run

2-star Hôtel Coulier in Laval de Jayac, with time to relax by

the pool before sampling some regional fare. 

Day 3 Laval de Jayac to Les Eyzies (46km)

Cycle to Saint Genies, whose golden stone buildings typify

the Périgord, then on to the pretty village of Saint Léon sur

Vézère, an idyllic spot for refreshments. The last leg of the

journey finishes at Les Eyzies. Spend two nights at the

tranquil 2-star Hôtel de France.

Day 4 Day trip from Les Eyzies (25km)

Les Eyzies has so much to offer that you may choose to

explore the cave paintings or the magnificent Grotte du

Grand Roc. Or take a lovely cycle trip along the river to

visit the villages of Le Bugue, Limeuil and Trémolat.

Day 5 Les Eyzies to Vitrac (33km)

You now leave behind the picturesque green valleys to spend

time in Sarlat, a wonderful market town. Your destination is

the 2-star Hôtel Plaisance at nearby Vitrac. 

Day 6 Day trip from Vitrac (14-20km)

Head for La Roque Gageac, nestled in the cliffs on a bend

in the river, then on to Beynac with its stunning château.

You may want to take a detour to Domme, where a steep

climb is rewarded with stunning views.

Day 7 Vitrac to Souillac (32km)

A pleasant journey along the shady banks of the Dordogne

takes you back to Souillac, with chances to admire the

châteaux of Montfort and Fénélon en route.

OPTION

Take an extra night at Vitrac to spend a day canoeing.

You can hire a local canoe or kayak for around 20€ per

day – includes transfer back to the hotel in the afternoon.

(For competent swimmers, minimum age eight).

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 61

Châteaux Montfort

Laval de Jayac

Les Eyzies

Vitrac
SOUILLAC

Beynac

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                    from $1989

EXTRA NIGHT HB in Vitrac $250.
STARTING DAYS Any.

Hôtel Plaisance

Day 5/6

What’s included

6 days cycling | 7 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Local rep | Belle France support | Bike hire |
Station transfers

Dramatic castles, cliff hugging villages and mysterious grottoes make for an
exhilarating ride through an enchanting landscape. The Dordogne countryside
means that there are regular inclines, but you’re never climbing for too long.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Carennac

Mézels

Meyronne
Floirac

Gouffre de
Reveillon

St Sozy
SOUILLAC

Lacave

Rocamadour

Tranquil Dordogne
Mystical rivers and hidden valleys

Hostellerie Fénelon

Day 3

MODERATE | EnGLISH SPEAKInG REP On HAnD

7 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Meyronne

The 3-star Hôtel la Terrasse is an 11th century château 

set in the heart of a village overlooking the Dordogne.

Relax by the pool before dining on the vine-covered terrace.

Day 2 Day trip from Meyronne (9km)

Take what the French call a ‘mise en jambes’; a short 

warm-up walk along spectacular cliffs with wonderful views,

then follow the narrow riverside paths back to the hotel.

Day 3 Meyronne to Carennac (21km)

Head towards the picturesque town of Carennac and up

on to the dramatic Causses. Walk along this rugged plateau

of scrub, gnarled oak and juniper, gradually descending back

to river level and your hotel for the night, Hostellerie Fénelon.

Day 4 Day trip from Carennac (10km)

It’s worth the effort to reach the pretty village of Mézels for its

beautiful views. Or simply spend the day exploring Carennac

with its charming tiled roofs and art exhibitions.

Day 5 Carennac to Rocamadour (22km)

Although this is the longest walk, the going is mostly

easy, through woods and across open country. Descend into

the old medieval town, clinging to the sheer limestone spur,

to stay in the characterful Best Western Hôtel Beau Site. 

Day 6 Day trip from Rocamadour (16km)

Descend steeply into the Alzou Canyon past crumbling

watermills. The scenery is absolutely stunning and there are

plenty of photo opportunities before returning to the hotel.

Day 7 Rocamadour to Meyronne (13-19km) 

Return to Meyronne through a charming flat valley that winds

under cliffs and past ancient weirs and watermills. Follow the

limestone hills to Meyronne and your final stay at La Terrasse,

a firm favourite with our customers.

Bespoke options available.

62  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Carennac

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2399

STARTING DAYS Any. Hôtel Beau Site 

Day 5

What’s included

6 days walking | 7 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Local rep | Belle France support | Station transfers

This moderate walk takes you through an exciting landscape of green fertile
valleys and dramatic cliffs dominated by the Dordogne river which meanders
past vineyards, pretty villages and brooding castles.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Dordogne Prestige à Pied
Spectacular Dordogne combined with special hotels

Hôtel La Terrasse

Day 3

Admire the spectacular views as this moderate walk takes you through the
splendid scenery of the Quercy natural Park, past rocky overhanging cliffs
with wonderful views across the Dordogne River. Relax in luxurious hotels at
the end of each day and enjoy gourmet menus.

7 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Martel

Arrive at the charming, medieval town of Martel, known as

the town of the Seven Towers, and settle into the delightful

Relais St Anne.

Day 2 Day trip from Martel (11km)

On today’s circular route, discover the pretty hamlet of Murel

with its Romanesque church before heading off up the valley

of Doue.

Day 3 Martel to Meyronne (11km)

Head off via Mont Mercou, with its splendid views of the

Dordogne valley, to Meyronne, where you’ll stay at the

charming Hôtel La Terrasse.

Day 4 Day trip from Meyronne (11km)

Spend the day enjoying breathtaking views of the peaks of

the Roc des Monges, then return to Meyronne on a narrow

walkway cut into the cliff, passing prehistoric shelters.

Day 5 Meyronne to Rocamadour (12km)

Today’s walk takes you out of the Dordogne valley and into

the Parc Naturel Régional des Causses du Quercy and the

spectacular town of Rocamadour, which clings precariously

to the cliff edge. Stay in the lovely Hôtel les Vieilles Tours,

set in peaceful countryside above the town.

Day 6 Day trip from Rocamadour (14km)

This wonderful circuit takes you into the splendid Alzou

gorges, past ancient mills and back along quiet, rocky

footpaths across the plateau.

Day 7 Rocamadour to La Treyne (16km) 

Descend towards Lacave through the rock canyons of the

valley of Ouysse, passing a succession of mills and pits.

Continue to the Château de la Treyne, a noble residence

built in the 14th century that sits on top of a cliff, majestically

overhanging the splendid Dordogne River.

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 63

Rocamadour

Meyronne

Martel

La Treyne
Meyronne

SOUILLAC

Rocamadour

MODERATE | EnGLISH SPEAKInG REP On HAnD|PRESTIGE HOLIDAY

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $3549

STARTING DAYS Any. Château de la Treyne

Day 7

What’s included

6 days walking | 7 nights in luxury hotels half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Local rep | Belle France support |
Station transfers
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Grand Cru Tour
Cycle through Bordeaux’s most prestigious vineyards

Château Cordeillan-Bages

Day 1

This prestige cycle tour is for those who appreciate Bordeaux’s supremacy as
the wine cellar of France. The route takes you through some of the most famous
towns such as Pauillac, St Emilion and Margaux with a chance to taste wines.
Your stay is in luxury hotels and includes two Michelin starred menus. 

6 nights (5 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Bordeaux
On arrival you will be transferred to Château Cordeillan-

Bages in Pauillac, home of 3 of the 5 first Grands Crus

Classes and 15 Crus Classe Médoc. Enjoy some relaxation

time before dinner in the hotel’s restaurant. HB

Day 2 La Route des Grands Crus (43km) 

Leave Pauillac and cycle towards Margaux, travelling through

Saint-Julien and Moulis en route. Pass the famous Laffite

Rothschild, Latour and Mouton Rothschild vineyards. Tonight

you dine and stay in Château Marojalia, a private château. HB

Day 3 Margaux to Bourg-sur-Gironde (42-52km)

Cycle to Lamarque and cross the Gironde Estuary by ferry,

arriving in magnificent Blaye to continue your journey along

the banks of the estuary. Pass through extensive vineyards

and along the ‘Corniche Fleurie’ towards Bourg, an

architectural jewel clinging to a rock and one of the most

beautiful villages in the area. Stay the night in Château Julie,

Virsac, with dinner included. HB

Day 4 Bourg-sur-Gironde to Saint Emilion (38km)

Cycle to Saint Emilion, past Fronsac and Pomerol on a

circuit that leads you into the heart of the best wine territory

of the area. Discover the beautiful homes of the growers and

their families, often situated in the vineyards themselves.

Tonight’s accommodation is Hostellerie de Plaisance in

Saint Emilion. HB

Day 5 Cycle around Saint Emilion (20-33km)

This circuit takes you around the eastern part of the Saint

Emilion vineyards and villages. Cycle through estates and

remarkable scenery to Castillon la Bataille before reaching

the banks of the Dordogne River. Enjoy a second night in

Saint Emilion. HB

Day 6 St Emilion to Bordeaux (51km)

Today head through Branne and onto the ‘Roger Lapébie’

bike path. Enjoy an idyllic journey through medieval towns,

past country houses, and Roman churches – a perfect way

to explore the region’s rich architectural heritage. Arrive in

the majestic Place de la Bourse in Bordeaux and finish your

holiday in the 5-star Regent Grand Hotel. B&B

OPTION

Wine tasting can be arranged, please call us.

Bespoke options available.

64  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Bordeaux

St Emilion

BourgMoulis

Blaye

Pomerol

Créon

Virsac

Pauillac

BORDEAUX

Margaux

Rothschild Châteaux Mouton and Lafite

MODERATE | EnGLISH SPEAKInG REP On HAnD|PRESTIGE HOLIDAY

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $5749

EXTRA NIGHT in Bordeaux $625 per person

per night B&B.STARTING DAYS Sunday, Monday, Tuesday,

Saturday.
Hostellerie de Plaisance

Day 4

What’s included

5 days cycling | 5 nights half board | 1 night private château | 4 and 5-star hotels |
Gastronomic dinners | Luggage transfers between hotels | Bike hire | Comprehensive route
notes | Detailed marked maps | Local agent | Belle France support | Station transfers
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Claret and the Coast
Wine, pine and sunshine

Hôtel les Feuilles d’Acanthe

Day 2

EASY |

7 nights (4 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Bordeaux

Arrive in Bordeaux and transfer to Cadillac and the Hôtel

Château de la Tour, in the heart of winegrowing estates. HB

Day 2 Cadillac to Saint-Macaire (30km)

Cycle through the Côtes de Bordeaux, passing Château

Malromé, the home of Toulouse-Lautrec. Stay tonight at

the 3-star Hôtel les Feuilles d’Acanthe. HB

Day 3 Saint-Macaire to Origne (53km)

Cross the Garonne and wind through the famous Sauternes

vineyards. Ride through the valley of the River Ciron to

Leogats and Nouaillan, before reaching Balizac and the

Landes Natural Parc. Tonight, stay at a delightful guesthouse

in the charming village of Origne. HB

Day 4 Origne to Le Barp (32km)

Today’s route winds through the forests, where the air is

permeated with the scent of pines. Rest at the lakes of

Hostens, then continue to Le Barp and the 2-star Hôtel le

Résinier with its swimming pool and a shaded terrace. B&B

Day 5 Le Barp to Arcachon (32km)

Take the cycle path to Mios, then emerge from the forest

at Le Teich, where you will find a bird sanctuary by the

Arcachon waters. Follow the coastal path to Gujan-Mestras

and on to the Atlantic Coast before returning to your 3-star

Le Roc Hôtel in Arcachon. Meal tonight in nearby restaurant

included. HB

Day 6 Day trip to Cap Ferret

Take the ferry across the bay to Cap Ferret and cycle to

the pretty oyster village of l’Herbe and the reservoirs, before

taking the ferry back to Arcachon. B&B

Day 7 Day trip from Arcachon

Have a day at the seaside or take the cycle track round 

the eastern coast of the basin to Biganos and Audenge. 

Final night in Arcachon. B&B

OPTION

Add an overnight stay in Bordeaux.

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 65

Bordeaux

Cadillac

la forêt
des Landes

BORDEAUX

ARCACHON

Cap Ferret

Le Barp

Saint-Macaire

Origne

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2559

EXTRA NIGHT B&B in Arcachon or Bordeaux

add $189 per person.SUITABLE FOR FAMILIES tagalong or trailer

available.
STARTING DAYS Any day except Thursday.

Hôtel le Résinier

Day 4

What’s included

6 days cycling | 4 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |Wine and coffee
with meals | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Local agent | Belle France
support | Arrival station transfer | Tickets for ferry to Arcachon

Renowned for the vineyards that produce Bordeaux wines, this area stretches
south of the Dordogne and west to the Atlantic. Cycle through shady forests,
beside the Garonne River, past quaint villages and sand dunes on the coast.
Indulge your senses with the vine, the pine and the ocean.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Grands Vins de Bordeaux
A must for wine lovers

La Lézardière

Day 3

EASY |

7 nights (6 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Bordeaux

Transfer to St Emilion with time to take a stroll through this

historic town. Take in its fascinating Romanesque churches

stretching along steep and narrow streets. Dinner in a

nearby restaurant. HB

Day 2 Day trip to the Vineyards of
Saint Emilion (8-16km)

Walk amongst the prestigious châteaux of the area and

visit the small domain of Château Clos de la Madeleine.

The vineyards are beautiful - the first non-architectural spot

to be classified as a World Heritage site by UNESCO. B&B

Day 3 Discovering Saint Emilion

A morning tour of the medieval town takes you to its

underground monuments, amphitheatre and monolithic

church carved from limestone. A wine tasting initiation by

an oenologist awaits you in the afternoon, followed by a

transfer to your delightful chambre d’hôte in Saint Martin

de Lerm. HB

Day 4 Saint Martin de Lerm to Caudrot (16km)

Between the Dordogne and Garonne rivers, walk through

the oldest vineyards of the area, which produce the excellent,

dry white wine of Entre-Deux-Mers. Enjoy a visit and tasting

at the Domaine de Bouillerot, wine producer since 1874. HB

Day 5 Caudrot to Saint Macaire (9km)

This relaxing walk leads through vineyards, via châteaux and

picturesque villages. You finish in the old merchant town

of Saint-Macaire. Be sure to see the 14th century murals

in the St. Sauveur church. HB

Day 6 Saint Macaire to Sainte Croix du Mont
(16km)

Head to the Domaine de Malagar, home of the writer

François Mauriac, then on to Château Laurette before

reaching the village of Sainte Croix du Mont, with spectacular

views of the Garonne valley. Transfer to your beautiful 4-star

Château-hotel in Sauternes, with dinner in a nearby

restaurant. HB

Day 7 Sauternes to Barsac (16km)

The Sauternes area produces renowned sweet wines, such

as the world-famous Château d’Yquem. A late afternoon

rendezvous awaits you for an apéritif tasting at the Château

Gravas. Final night and dinner at the Château de Campreros.

HB

Bespoke options available.

66  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Saint Emilion

BORDEAUX

Saint Emilion

Saint Martin de Lerm

Caudrot
Saint Macaire

Sauternes

Sainte Croix
du Mont

Barsac

Transfer

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2349

EXTRA NIGHT Bordeaux B&B $189 per person.

STARTING DAYS Any.
Château d’Arche

Day 6

What’s included

6 days walking | 6 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |Wine and coffee
with meals | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Local agent | Belle France
support | Station transfers

A leisurely walk through the prestigious vineyards acquaints you with the reds
of St Emilion, the dry whites of Entre-Deux-Mers and the sweet Sauternes.
Plenty of tasting opportunities are available en route and there’s even a
chance to restock your cellar with some of France’s best wines. Santé!
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Le Pian Médoc

Moulis

Royan

Soulac

Blaye

Ferry

BORDEAUX

Saint-Yzans

Mortagne-sur-Gironde

Soubran

Virsac

Glittering Gironde
Vineyards of Médoc and Cognac

Hôtel le Pont Bernet

Day 1

MODERATE |

7 nights (6 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Bordeaux

Arrive in Bordeaux and transfer to the 3-star Hôtel le Pont

Bernet at Pian Médoc, which boasts excellent cuisine and

a wine cellar with several grands crus of the Médoc. HB 

Day 2 Pian Médoc to Moulis or Listrac (40km)

Follow the Châteaux Road along the Gironde and through

the vineyards of Margaux, Haut-Médoc and Moulis-en-

Médoc. Tonight you stay in a château chambre d’hôte

with dinner in a nearby restaurant. HB 

Day 3 Moulis or Listrac to St Yzans de Médoc
(53km)

Continue through famous vineyards, passing Paulliac, with

its charming little harbour, and the estates of Latour and

Lafite Rothschild. Tonight’s stay is in a charming guesthouse

in the vineyards. HB

Day 4 St Yzans to Royan (60km)

Your ride across the estuary marshland is rewarded with

much wildlife, particularly migrating birds. Take detours to

the tiny fishing ports or the Richard lighthouse for stunning

views. Take the ferry across the estuary to Royan where your

3-star Hôtel Family Golf or Hôtel Foncillon are in the heart of

the seaside town. B&B

Day 5 Royan to Mortagne-sur-Gironde (35km)

Discover the varied landscape of coastal marshes, cliffs,

forests and oyster farms and pass through the artisanal

village of Talmont-sur-Gironde, with its pretty church and

floral displays. Arrive at your chambre d’hôte in Montagne,

opposite the port. HB

Day 6 Mortagne to St Palais or Soubran (48km)

Leaving the banks of the estuary, discover the estates

producing Cognac and Pineau de Charente. Pass windmills,

châteaux and fields of sunflowers before returning to the

estuary and the vineyards of the Côtes de Blaye. Tonight,

you stay in a lovely manor style chambre d’hôte. HB

Day 7 St Palais or Soubran to Virsac (60km)

Follow the estuary marshes through historic Blaye and

medieval Bourg. Explore the prehistoric caves with ancient

wall paintings, and spend your final night in a château

guesthouse. HB

OPTION

Extra night in Bordeaux.

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 67

Château Lafite Rothschild

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2499

EXTRA NIGHT B&B in Bordeaux $189.

STARTING DAYS Any.
Hôtel La Bertonnière

Day 6

What’s included

6 days cycling | 6 nights in half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |Wine and coffee
with meals | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Local agent | Ferry ticket |
Bike hire | Belle France support | Station transfers

This moderate cycling tour takes you around the biggest European estuary,
through the prestigious vineyards of the Médoc and Cognac country. Take
your time to explore lush vineyards and enjoy a few long lunches.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

TOULOUSE

Moissac

Sérignac-sur-Garonne

Meilhan sur Garonne

Saint Martin de Lerm

BORDEAUX

Canal de Garonne en Vélo
A tale of two cities

La Lézardière

Day 2

MODERATE |

6 nights (4 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Bordeaux

Settle in to your hotel and take time to explore this wonderful

city known as ‘Little Paris’, because of its stone mansions

and smart city centre terraces. Culture, art and music play

a large part in the life of this vibrant city. There’s a wonderful

choice of restaurants and excellent wines. B&B

Day 2 Bordeaux to St Martin de Lerm (60km)

Discover the Entre-Deux-Mers region - leave Bordeaux

on the track that runs along the Garonne River, then wind

through the hillsides past the magnificent fortified towns

of Créon and Sauveterre de Guyenne. Tonight stay in a

charming chambre d’hôte. HB

Day 3 St Martin de Lerm to Meilhan sur Garonne
(32-48km) 

Today you join the scenic route that runs along the Canal

de Garonne and crosses vineyards and forests. In the late

afternoon arrive to a warm welcome at your chambre d’hôte.

HB.

Day 4 Meilhan sur Garonne to Sérignac-sur-
Garonne (54km)

Cycle through orchards in the rich valley of the Garonne.

The route takes you past the pretty towns of Buzet-sur-Baise

and Le Mas d’Agenais. The day ends in the picturesque village

of Sérignac with its half-timber houses. Enjoy an excellent

meal at your 3-star hotel. HB

Day 5 Sérignac to Moissac (45km)

Cycle through spectacular scenery along this easy stretch

shaded by plane trees. You will discover sites such as the

canal bridge on the Baïse, the aqueduct Agen Auvillar and

Lake Saint-Nicolas-de-la-Grave before arriving in your

3-star hotel with panoramic views of the Garonne. HB.

Day 6 Moissac to Toulouse (64km)

This peaceful final stage shaded by plane trees has a

lively ending in the heart of the city. Toulouse is nicknamed

the “Pink City” because of the vivid red bricks used to build

it. Tonight stay in a comfortable 3-star hotel. B&B

OPTION

Take an extra day in Bordeaux or Toulouse.

Bespoke options available.

68  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Canal de Garonne

Skyline of Bordeaux

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2249

EXTRA NIGHT Bordeaux or Toulouse B&B $189.

STARTING DAYS Any.
Hôtel Le Prince Noir

Day 4

What’s included

6 days cycling | 7 nights in luxury hotels half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Bike hire | Local agent | Belle France
support | Station transfers

Connecting the historic cities of Bordeaux and Toulouse, the Canal de Garonne
flows through the verdent countryside of this scenic region. Follow shady cycle
paths through forests, medieval towns and vineyards and enjoy a wealth of
French delights.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Lacanau

Arcachon

Biscarrosse

Mimizan Plage

Biarritz

BORDEAUX

Bayonne

Moliets

Ferry

Bordeaux to Biarritz
Explore changing landscapes along the longest cycling track in Europe

Hôtel de Normandie

Day 1

MODERATE |

7 nights (4 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Bordeaux

Arrive at your 3-Star Hôtel de Normandie in the heart of the

18th century centre of Bordeaux. B&B.

Day 2 Bordeaux to Lacanau (62km)

Set out along a cycle path that follows a former railway track;

an easy and safe route with beautiful scenery that takes you

through a pine forest abuzz with cicadas. Stay at 3-star Hôtel

Vital Parc, in the heart of the forest. HB

Day 3 Lacanau to Arcachon 46(km)

Here you pick up the Vélodyssée between dunes and

forest. Riding on dedicated cycle tracks, discover the widest

beaches of the Aquitaine Coast and the beautiful scenery 

on the way to Cap Ferret, where you will take the ferry to

Arcachon. Tonight’s accommodation is 3-star Hôtel de la

Plage. B&B. 

Day 4 Arcachon to Biscarrosse (28km)

Start the day with a trip to the summit of the Great Dune of

Pyla, then cycle under the pines of the Landes forest, the

perfect blend of ocean and woodland. Spend tonight at 

3-star Hôtel la Forestière. HB.

Day 5 Biscarrosse to Mimizan Plage (51km)

The Vélodyssée takes you inland to discover Lake Cazaux

and Sanguinet, a little paradise surrounded by greenery and

pines. Then follow the banks of Lake Biscarrosse, through

the Landes forest back to the ocean. Stay in a charming

chambre d’hôte or 2-star hotel. HB.

Day 6 Mimizan Plage to Moliets (54km)

Follow the Vélodyssée through the quiet, scented pine forest,

leaving the track from time to time to visit the nearby ocean

beaches. End your day at a 3-star hotel in another attractive

seaside town, Moliets. HB. 

Day 7 Moliets to Biarritz (64km)

The cycle path leads through the forest to the famous

seaside towns of Hossegor and Capbreton. Enjoy the wide

beaches and continue through more urban areas as you

approach Boucau. Ride on a pleasant route into the Basque

Country, through Bayonne and onto Biarritz. Stay by the sea

in 3-star Hôtel Georges VI. B&B

8 NIGHT OPTION

Add in a night in Andernos, B&B, between Lacanau and

Arcachon and have an extra day cycling around the Bay of

Arcachon (37km). Follow the Vélodyssée and little roads to

explore the Bay of Arcachon. Discover the surrounding

towns and small ports enjoy the splendid views over the

bay and observe the many species of birds.

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 69

Biarritz

Prices per person 7 nights
(Based on two sharing)Own Travel                                   from $2819

EXTRA NIGHTS Andernos B&B $189

Bordeaux B&B $189, Biarritz B&B $245.

AVAILABILITY April – October.
STARTING DAYS Any.

L’Emeraude des Bois

Day 5

What’s included

6 or 7 days cycling | 4 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Bike hire | Local agent | Belle France support

Enjoy the wonderful tranquillity of the Atlantic Coast as you cycle on this section
of the longest cycling track in Europe, from the UnESCO World Heritage city of
Bordeaux to the glittering seaside town of Biarritz.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Biarritz

Hondarribia

Ainhoa

Saint Jean Pied-de-Port

Itxassou

Cambo-les-Bains
Ascain

Zugarramurdi

Saint-Etienne de Baigon

SPANISH BORDER

Bayonne

Ustaritz

Coast & Basque Mountains 
Oceans, nature and mountains

Hôtel Jauregui

Day 2

MODERATE |

6 nights (3 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Biarritz

Arrive at your 3-star hotel and spend some time at one of

Biarritz’s golden sandy beaches or take a walk through the

brightly lit streets after dinner at a local restaurant. B&B 

Day 2 Biarritz to Hondarribia (30km)

Set off after breakfast and discover the wealth of natural

spaces that make up the Basque: valleys, ridges, mountains

and farmlands. Your route runs through several villages

before crossing the Bidassoa river and ending in Hondarribia,

a colourful fishing town overlooked by the castle of Charles V.

B&B

Day 3 Hondarribia to Ainhoa (38km)

Board the river shuttle to Ascain in the foothills of the

Pyrenees. After a 3km cycle, a train will take you to the

highest peak of the Basque Country before you discover the

town of Sare with its picturesque streets. You’ll then cycle to

the haunted Village des Sorcières and on to Ainhoa, with its

half-timbered houses and lush meadows. HB 

Day 4 Ainhoa to Saint Jean Pied-de-Port (45km)

After crossing the Pinodieta Pass, you will continue through

the market town of Esplette known for its trade of small 

wild horses and its pepper. Then follow the river Nive along

winding paths to the UNESCO listed site of Saint Jean Pied-

de-Port, just 8km from the Spanish border. B&B

Day 5 Saint Jean Pied-de-Port to Itxassou or

Cambo-les-Bains (40km)

Today you have a choice of either continuing your bike ride

or taking the train to the next stage of your journey. Explore

the surroundings by following an itinerary specially designed

for you. HB

Day 6 Back to Biarritz (45km)

Cycle to Bayonne and spend some time enjoying the city,

famous for its festivals and cuisine. Your route then leads

along the coast of Anglet, ending your journey back in Biarritz.

OPTION

Spend an extra night in Biarritz to allow yourself more

time to explore the town or recover with a relaxing day

on the beach.

Bespoke options available.

70  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Saint Jean Pied-de-Port

Biarritz

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2359

EXTRA NIGHT B&B Biarritz $245.
STARTING DAYS Any day, April to October.

Le Maison Oppoca

Day 3

What’s included

6 days cycling | 3 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Local agent | River shuttle ticket | English rep |
Belle France support

Explore the cultural richness and dynamism of the Basque Country, with its
coastal scenery, historical villages and excellent cuisine. Discovering Hondarribia
is a real pleasure, with its walled old town packed with stately buildings and
colourful Basque houses.
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The Auvergne is a varied landscape with hot mineral springs and volcanic peaks

alongside gentle, rolling flower meadows. Romanesque churches and medieval

castles are scattered prettily through this region. The Cévennes further south 

is a wilder, rugged landscape barely touched by time. Discover flower filled

pastures, bubbling streams and sparkling lakes, set against the snow-capped

jagged peaks of the Alps. Or cycle through the deep gorges and high plateaux 

of the Ardèche. Breathtaking!

Whether you’re a hiker or

a biker and you like steep

hills and breathtaking

scenery, you’ll be in

your element.

Weather
Summers here are hot but the temperature
variation between early morning and afternoon is
large. Winters in the Cévennes and Ardèche are
milder but in the Alps, be prepared for rapid
weather changes in any season.

Wine and Cuisine
Food is hearty and filling: truffade, mashed
potatoes with cheese, then fried with bacon
and garlic; coussinat, a rich soup made from
chestnuts and cream and fondue savoyarde are
examples. Lake and river fish (including smoked
fish) and game are plentiful. Charcuterie and
cheeses are excellent; look for Fourme d’Ambert
(a blue) and hard Emmental-style cheeses. 

The light red Côtes d’Auvergne, Gaillac (good
white and red) and the red St Chinian are worth
a try and also Salers or Avèze, a liqueur made
from the giant yellow gentian plant found in
the Cantal mountains.

How would you like to…
Follow in the steps of Robert Louis Stevenson
or pilgrims on the Compostela trail? Traverse
picturesque extinct volcanoes? Or take a dip
beneath one of the Ardèche’s Romanesque
bridges.

Discover
Auvergne, Cévennes
and the Rhône Alpes

                                                                                                                                                                                                      71
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Compostela Le Puy to St-Jean-Pied-de-Port 
Hidden hamlets, ancient churches and magnificent mountains

72  Reservations (09) 889 1580

STAGE 2 - Nasbinals to Conques 

6 nights (all half-board)
3 to 7 hours per day (11 to 24km). Breathtaking,

panoramic views as you cross the causses.

Day 1 Arrive Nasbinals
This little town set at an altitude of 1180m has a

beautiful 11th century church and a stunning waterfall.

Day 2 Nasbinals to St Chély d’Aubrac (16km)
This gentle walk on stony tracks passes through

woods before entering open country, heading south 

on a wide drover trail. At the little bridge crossing the

Boralde, look out for the carved pilgrim.

Day 3 St Chély to Espalion (11km)
Descending from the Massif Central, the landscape

changes becoming more cultivated as you cross

ancient bridges built for pilgrims.

Day 4 Espalion to Estaing (24km)
Now the trail runs along the Lot Valley – limestone cliffs

and thin, gritty soil. You leave the valley, rising onto a

high rolling plateau. Estaing, a major halt, holds the

famous annual festival of St Fleuret on the first Sunday

in July.

Day 5 Estaing to Espeyrac (8km)
The landscape changes as you leave the Lot Valley.

The village of Espeyrac has a very old stone cross

which bears witness to its history.

Day 6 Espeyrac to Conques (12km)
After crossing several streams join the Ouche Valley,

descending with lovely views into the ancient village.

This key stop on the pilgrims’ trail, is home to the

beautiful basilica of Sainte Foy.

STAGE 3 - Conques to Cahors 

7 nights (all half-board)
4 to 7 hours per day (19 to 24km) 

Day 1 Arrive Conques
A visit to the Basilica is a must today. Dating back

to 1050, its stonework is quite exuberant and its

treasury houses some extraordinary relics.

Day 2 Conques to Decazeville (19km)
Stunning views as you climb out of Conques. The entire

route of the pilgrimage is marked by scallop shells and

many pilgrims carry a scallop shell with them.

Day 3 Decazeville to Figeac (27km)
Follow undulating tracks and lanes to St Roch and its

simple chapel, and then on to Figeac.

Day 4 Figeac to Cajarc (22-30km)
Leave the wooded banks of the Célé and rise to a

forested plain before following the track into Cajarc.

Shorten the walk by taking a taxi as far as Béduer.

Day 5 Cajarc to Limogne (17km)
Climb out of Cajarc onto an undulating, stony

landscape of holm oaks and juniper. Pass a number

of megalithic burial chambers and many lovely ancient

stone crosses.

Day 6 Limogne to Lalbenque (24km)
Continue west across flat countryside hiding narrow

stream-cut valleys with isolated watermills and fortified

farm houses. Then join the Carni Ferrat, a long, straight,

pre-Roman path.

Day 7 Lalbenque to Cahors (20km)
Walk along stony tracks reaching the fertile fields

around Cahors, encircled by a natural moat created 

by the River Lot. The 14th century Valentré bridge is

unique, spanning the Lot on six arches rising from

diamond shaped pontoons.

STAGE 1 - Le Puy to Nasbinals 

6 nights (all half-board)

4 to 6 hours per day (19 to 25km). The horizons are

vast and the terrain remote, with buzzards overhead

and a few villages offering refreshment.

Day 1 Arrive Le Puy

Settle into your hotel just a short walk from the

cathedral. 

Day 2 Le Puy to St Privat d’Allier (22km)

Traditionally the pilgrimage starts on the steps of the

Cathedral Notre Dame and each morning there is a

service to bless the pilgrims before heading off.

Day 3 St Privat to Saugues (19km)

The day’s walk leads you along easy lanes to the

pleasant town of Saugues. The Tours des Anglais

was designed to repel the Gascon English.

Day 4 Saugues to Les Faux (24km)

Walk along little lanes and tracks through a remote

landscape, passing solitary farmhouses. There is little

shade apart from a few scattered pines. 

Day 5 Les Faux to Aumont Aubrac (19km)

A steady walk across valleys and wild plains – this is

the last region in France to have been inhabited by

wolves. A gentle climb takes you to the little town of

Aumont-Aubrac. 

Day 6 Aumont Aubrac to Nasbinals (25km)

Head west, through pine coppices, before entering an

area of rough pastures where you will come across

isolated burons. An undulating path leads into the

village of Nasbinals. Here the 11th century Romanesque

church is one of the prettiest on the route.

Prices per person
(Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                                   from $1469
STARTING DAYS Any.

Prices per person
(Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                                   from $1419
STARTING DAYS Any.

Prices per person
(Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                                   from $1739
STARTING DAYS Any.

MODERATE |TREK HOLIDAY |

Church on volcanic rock - Le PuyCamino de Santiago sign

We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.
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This classic walk follows in the footsteps of pilgrims often making use of the
GR65 footpath. Starting in the Massif Central heading through the vineyards

of south west France and finishing in the sunny foothills of the Pyrenees.

73

STAGE 4 - Cahors to Lectoure 

6 nights (all half-board)
Up to 8 hours per day (14 to 32km).

Day 1 Arrive Cahors
Take some time to soak up the atmosphere of this

ancient town, an important stop on the pilgrim trail.

Visit the 15th century cloisters of the Cathedral of

Saint-Etienne. 

Day 2 Cahors to Montcuq (30km)
A strenuous route up the cliffs offers wonderful views, 

or choose the easier route which winds up and down

along tracks and through shady woodland, passing by

the pilgrim hospital at St Rémy.

Day 3 Montcuq to Durfort Lacapelette (25km)
Leave the Lot and enter the flatter, more rolling

landscape of Tarn et Garonne. Pause in Lauzerte, 

a 12th-century bastide hill town.

Day 4 Durfort Lacapelette to Moissac (14km)
Follow tarred roads and grassy tracks through the

hamlet of Espis. Just beyond Gal de Merle, choose

either the standard route or take the longer more

scenic route.

Day 5 Moissac to Auvillar (19km)
Leave along a shady canal path. At the lock take

the strenuous climb along a ridge with views over

a lake. The alternative is to continue along the flat

canal towpath. 

Day 6 Auvillar to Lectoure (32km)
Enter the undulating countryside of the Gers with acres

of sunflowers. Pass the Château de Lacassagne, with

its unique replica of the Great Council Chamber of the

Knights of Jerusalem in Malta. 

STAGE 5 - Lectoure to Aire sur l’Adour

7 nights (all half-board)
4 to 8 hours per day (16 to 30km). There’s plenty to

see in D’Artagnan country.

Day 1 Arrive Lectoure
Lectoure is one of the oldest towns in the Gers. 

Visit the Cathedral of Saint Gervais and Protais.

Day 2 Lectoure to La Romieu (19km)
Follow wide grassy tracks and unsurfaced roads into 

La Romieu. The village takes its name from the romieux

(pilgrims) on their way to Santiago.

Day 3 La Romieu to Condom (16km)
The landscape is now very open and you can

often see far ahead to your destination. Finish in

the Gascony town of Condom, the centre of the

Armagnac industry.

Day 4 Condom to Montréal du Gers (16km)
Head along green lanes to the tiny fortified town

of Larresignle. Pause at the Pont d’Artigues, with

its five arches spanning the Osse.

Day 5 Montréal du Gers to Eauze (16km)
Start in shade on an old railway line and continue

along grassy tracks with a view of the 13th-century

guard tower at Lamothe.

Day 6 Eauze to Nogaro (20km)
Pass through Manciet with its rural bullring for cattle

races. It’s worth the detour to Eglise-hopital Sainte-

Christie, for the church’s silence and simplicity. 

Day 7 Nogaro to Aire sur l’Adour (30km)
Walk to Lanne-Soubrian and on to Aire sur l’Adour.

See the Cathedral and the Eglise Ste Quitterie built 

on the site of Benedictine monastery. 

STAGE 6 - Aire sur l’Adour to
St-Jean-Pied-de-Port 

7 nights (all half-board)
One of the most challenging stages, by nature

of the distances covered, but also one of the most

breathtaking. Up to 8 hours per day (14 to 32km).

Day 1 Arrive Aire sur l’Adour
An ancient, pretty riverside town where you can see

the cathedral of Saint-Jean Baptiste.

Day 2 Aire sur l’Adour to Arzacq (32km)
Today’s walk starts with some flat tracks, then goes

uphill to the hamlet of Begorre, gradually descending

to cross the bridge to the Eglise de Sensacq. Take the

stony track to Pimbo, one of the oldest bastide villages

in Landes.

Day 3 Arzacq Arraziguet to Maslacq (40km)
Leave Landes and enter the Pyrenees-Atlantiques.

Descend to St Martin in Louvigny and arrive before

noon to hear the Angelus being rung at the Eglise

d’Argagnon.

Day 4 Maslacq to Navarrenx (22km)
In places on today’s walk you can see right across 

to the Pyrenees. Stop and visit the abbey at La

Sauvelade before arriving at the fortified town of

Navarrenx.

Day 5 Navarrenx to Saint Palais (30km)
A peaceful walk passes by ancient châteaux,

before reaching the little town of Saint Palais.

Day 6 Saint Palais to Larceveau (14km)
In Hiribiria a monument marks the point where the

pilgrims’ routes from Paris, Vezelay and Le Puy are

believed to have converged en route to Spain.

Day 7 Larceveau to St-Jean (17km)
The final stretch is a relatively easy walk to St-Jean.

Enter through the Porte Saint-Jacques that has

welcomed countless travellers throughout the ages.

Prices per person
(Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                                   from $1739
STARTING DAYS Any.

Prices per person
(Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                                   from $1739
STARTING DAYS Any.

Prices per person
(Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                                   from $1689
STARTING DAYS Any.

Pont Valentré - Chaors Conques

What’s included

All nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive route notes and
guide book | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Local agent
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Orcival

Le Mont Dore

Sauteyras
Rochefort 
en Montagne

St Nectaire

Murol

Volcanoes of the Auvergne
Wooded hills and lunar lakes

Le Grillon

Day 2

MODERATE |

6 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Le Mont Dore

The Romans discovered the springs of Le Mont Dore in 

the 2nd century and the baths they built are still here today.

The waters are famed in France for their apparent healing

properties. Stay at 3-star Hôtel du Parc.

Day 2 Le Mont Dore to Murol (19km) 

Begin with a steep climb, rewarded with views across the

plains, then wander up hillsides, through lush pine forests

and past tumbling waterfalls. Descend to the large, open,

green valley that’s home to Lac Chambon, and on to Murol

and your Logis hotel, Le Grillon.

Day 3 Murol to Sauteyras (16km) 

An easy walk leads past ancient stone menhirs and tiny

picturesque villages, switching between quiet country roads

and remote farm tracks. Your hotel tonight is the modern

Hôtel des Cygnes, with splendid views across Lac d’Aydat.

Day 4 Sauteyras to Orcival (12-20km)

You have two choices today, with the longer route actually

passing through the now extinct volcano cones. The

countryside is attractive and very peaceful as you walk to

Orcival and the Hôtel Notre-Dame, set in the shadow of the

beautiful Basilica.

Day 5 Day trip from Orcival (19km)

Take time to explore Orcival before leaving on today’s

gentle walk. The whole town is built around the Basilica,

which forms a real focal point, both spiritually and physically. 

The walk is a stunning example of rural France, dotted with

old farmsteads, fertile fields and intriguing hamlets. 

Day 6 Orcival to Le Mont Dore (19km)

There are points on this homeward leg that are quite

remote and utterly beautiful. There are several short steep

climbs and many lakes to swim in. Spend your final evening

back in the lovely spa town of Le Mont Dore.

Pet friendly holiday.

74  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Mountainous volcano landscape in Auvergne

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $1899

STARTING DAYS Any except Thursday.
Hôtel des Cygnes

Day 3

What’s included

5 days walking | 6 nights all half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Free parking

The dramatic landscape of the Auvergne is full of contrasts: barren yet lush,
rolling yet rocky. You’ll be walking on a whole range of surfaces, from narrow
woodland tracks to country lanes.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Cubières

Villefort

Le Bleymard

Finiels summit

L’Hopital

Le Mas de
la Barque

Lac de Villefort

Le Pont de Montvert

Valleys of The Rugged South
Dramatic landscapes and remote beauty

Mas de l’Affenadou

Day 1/6

MODERATE |

6 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Villefort

Broom covered hills surround Villefort, a charming, quiet,

granite built town, which nestles at the bottom of a steep

valley. Your family run chambre d’hôte, I’Affenadou, has a

heated pool.

Day 2 Villefort to Cubières (17km)

Much of today’s walk is spent on woodland tracks following

the GR 68 walking route. Pass through pretty hilltop villages

with frequent panoramic views. Stay at the Hôtel Bargeton

for two nights.

Day 3 Day trip from Cubières (10km)

Enjoy a circular route to the village of Le Bleymard, typical

of this area and home to several old silk workshops. The

industry has faded now, but there is still evidence of its

golden age in the large number of mulberry bushes. 

Day 4 Cubières to Pont de Montvert (17km)

Walk up on to a rocky plateau before descending into the

Tarn valley and the pretty village of Pont de Montvert. The

route is very rocky underfoot, and takes in some of the

famous Stevenson Trail. Tonight’s stay is at La Truite

Enchantée, which faces the river Tarn.

Day 5 Day trip from Pont de Montvert (8km)

After a walk through a steep-sided ravine and across a

boulder strewn plateau, follow the quiet lanes to L’Hermet,

a picturesque hamlet overlooking the Tarn valley. 

Day 6 Pont de Montvert to Villefort (16km)

A taxi transfer takes you to start your walk at Le Mas

de la Barque. Enjoy panoramic views as you follow the hills

to Villefort. At the end of the day, take a refreshing dip in the

pool at your chambre d’hôte.

The above itinerary is for arrivals by rail. If travelling by car,

you start in Pont de Montvert, with the itinerary as follows:

Day 1 Arrival Pont de Montvert/Day 2 Day Trip from 

Pont de Montvert/Day 3 Pont de Montvert to Villefort/

Day 4 Villefort to Cubières/Day 5 Day Trip from

Cubières/Day 6 Cubières to Pont de Montvert.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 75

Parc des Cévennes

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                    from $1799

STARTING DAYS Thursday, Friday by rail.

Sunday, Monday by car.
Hôtel Bargeton

Day 2/3

What’s included

5 days walking | 6 nights all half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Pet friendly

The rugged Cévennes offers stunning and dramatic scenery: steep tree
covered slopes, cascading streams and remote granite strewn plains.
This easy to navigate, moderate walk allows you to experience their
majestic beauty without too much exertion.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Stevenson Trail Stage 1
In the footsteps of one man and his donkey

Auberge l’Arrestadou

Day 3

7 nights (all half-board)

Stage 1

Day 1 Arrive Le Puy

Le Puy has a wealth of religious history and several beautiful

buildings including the cathedral and the Romanesque

chapel of St Michel de L’Aiguille, perched 80m high on a

pinnacle of rock - the Rocher St. Michel.

Day 2 Le Puy to Le Monastier (19km)

Today’s walk starts with a climb out of the valley, encircled

by extinct volcanoes, and then descends to cross the infant

Loire, passing through some enchanting scenery.

Day 3 Le Monastier to St. Nicolas (25km)

Stevenson bought his donkey, Modestine, in Le Monastier.

Cross the Loire river at Goudet and rise out of the valley. The

author got lost here; he missed the Lac du Bouchet because

it is uphill of the hamlet within a flooded volcano cone.

Day 4 St. Nicolas to Pradelles (25km)

Continue through wooded valleys and rough pasture, along

cinder paths and farm tracks. Everything is made of local

granite, from the houses and bread ovens to the crosses. 

Day 5 Pradelles to Cheylard L’Evêque (16km) 

Today’s undulating walk crosses the remote and vast plain of

Margaride. The church bells here, like so many in the region,

are not housed in a tower. This makes them louder, so in

times of inclement weather the bells could be rung to

guide lost souls to the safety of the village.

Day 6 Cheylard L’Evêque to La Bastide (19km) 

Follow the route of the Roman road that leads to Marseilles,

via Regordane and enter the upper reaches of the attractive

Allier valley.

Day 7 La Bastide to Chasseradès (12km) 

You climb today to the highest point of this stage, opposite

the source of the Allier. As you ascend over the Mourage hill

you cross the watershed between the Atlantic and

Mediterranean, then head down the valley to pretty

Chasseradès.

Le Puy-en-Velay

CHALLENGING |TREK HOLIDAY |

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                    from $1849

Combined with Stage 2Own Travel                                   from $3139

EXTRA NIGHT B&B Chasseradès $189. 

STARTING DAYS Any.

Auberge le Refuge du Moure

Day 5

What’s included

6 days walking | 7 nights all half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support

76  Reservations (09) 889 1580

In 1878, Robert Louis Stevenson published “Travels with a Donkey”, an
account of his intriguing journey accompanied by his donkey, Modestine.
Starting at the southern end of the Massif Central, this walk takes you
across the Cévennes to the edge of the Midi.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Château and village of Florac

Stevenson Trail Stage 2
Follow the Pilgrims Way, perhaps combining both stages (13 nights)

Hôtel des Sources

Day 1

7 nights (all half-board)

Stage 2

Day 1 Arrive Chasseradès

The Chaptal family run the charming Hôtel des Sources

and the restaurant serves great meals on the terrace.

Day 2 Chasseradès to Le Bleymard (14km)

After passing through the little village of L’Estampe you climb

the densely wooded hill of Goulet. This is the beginning of

the Cévennes. 

Day 3 Le Bleymard to Pont de Montvert 17(km)

Climb the Finiels summit for impressive views, sometimes

as far as the Mediterranean. Pont de Montvert has many

fine 16th century houses built on rocks above the waters.

Day 4 Pont de Montvert to Florac (16-25km)

Most of today’s walk is along the Bouges ridge with views

across the Cévennes. Florac spans the confluence of the

Tarnon and the Tarn.

Day 5 Florac to Cassagnas (16km)

You quickly find yourself in the steep, red and rocky sided

Mimente valley, which has dramatic views. Tonight’s

accommodation is in the tiny village of Cassagnas which 

has a permanent population of only 20 people.

Day 6 Cassagnas to St. Germain de Calberte

(17km)

You can, if you wish, detour up Mont Mars for a view over

this heavily forested area. There are many chestnut groves,

once the staple diet of the population. 

Day 7 St. Germain de Calberte to 

St. Jean du Gard (21km)

Some of the walk is spent on the paved road ‘Corniche des

Cévennes’, built for the military during the reign of Louis XIV.

Descend from the Cévennes into the Midi and see the

changes in the landscape. On reaching the lowest part of

the walk you’ll find yourself in the land of the grape.

OPTION

Extra nights are possible at Le Puy, St. Nicolas, 

La Bastide, Chasseradès, Florac or St. Jean du Gard.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 77

CHALLENGING |TREK HOLIDAY |

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                    from $1999

Combined with Stage 1Own Travel                                    from $3139

EXTRA NIGHT B&B St Jean $189.

Other locations, please call us. 
STARTING DAYS Any.

Hôtel l’Oronge

Day 7

What’s included

6 days walking | 7 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support

This section of the walk, taken by Stevenson and Modestine, passes through
ever-changing landscapes of woodlands, valleys and boulder-strewn plains.
Conditions underfoot are good and well drained, though often rocky. 
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Tournon

Lamastre

St Cierge sous
le Cheylard

Echarlives

Charmes sur Rhône

Ardèche Adventures 
The old Ardèche steam train trail: the ‘Dolce Via’

Auberge Le Champêtre

Day 2

MODERATE |

7 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive in Tournon

Arrive at the 3-star Hôtel Azalées in Tournon and take some

time to explore the town, with its imposing castle and tranquil

botanical gardens. 

Day 2 Lamastre to St Cierge sous le Cheylard
(20km)

Transfer to Lamastre and cycle along the former railway,

which takes you all the way into Le Cheylard. Arrive at

the Auberge Le Champêtre and enjoy a delicious dinner. 

Day 3 Circuit from St Cierge sous le Cheylard
(48km)

Follow the former railtrack along the banks of the river

Eyrieux. As you gain height, cycle through the small fields

and pretty orchards of the Ardèche countryside, then into

the full splendour of the Massif Central with its now

peaceful volcanoes. 

Day 4 St Cierge to Echarlives (34km)

Spend the morning discovering St Cierge. The church and

castle are well worth a visit and on Wednesdays there is a

colourful market. In the afternoon, follow the river downstream

to Saint Barthélémy le Meil, a delightful mountain village.

Summer visitors can enjoy a dip in  the pool at Beauvène.

Dine and stay at Le Moulinage de Saint-Christol.

Day 5 Circuit from Echarlives (29km)

Today, ascend along tarmac roads to the plateau of

Mézilhac. From here, there are wonderful panoramic views

over the extinct volcanoes of Mont Mézenc and Le Gerbier

des Joncs. On clear days, it’s possible to see Mont Ventoux

and even Mont Blanc.

Day 6 Echarlives to Charmes sur Rhône (50km)

Follow the Eyrieux and rejoin the former railway to cycle

through leafy chestnut forests and orchards. The hills melt

away as you enter the Rhône Valley, and perhaps you’ll be

tempted to take a refreshing dip in the river beneath one

of the old Romanesque bridges. Stay at Hotel Le Carré

d’Aléthius and enjoy dinner in their gastronomic restaurant.

Day 7 Charmes sur Rhône to Tournon (42km)

The final day leads you back to Tournon through varied

landscapes. Although more demanding, the climb by the

former tramway trail and the ride down to Tournon are

among the most enjoyable and exhilarating of the holiday.

Relax over dinner at Hôtel Azalées. 

78  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Tournon

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2359

EXTRA NIGHT Valence $175 or Tournon $175 HB.

Add 6 picnics $150 per person.
STARTING DAYS Any.

Le Carré d’Alé́thius

Day 6

What’s included

6 days cycling | 7 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Bike hire

This moderate route is the perfect way to explore the dramatic vistas and
charming villages of the Ardèche. Running along former railway lines and deep
into the heart of the region, the steam train trail offers a leisurely exploration of
its dramatic countryside.
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Discover
Pyrenees and Languedoc

The Pyrenees cross the French - Spanish border and are cut with deep ravines

and tumbling streams. They form a stunning, rugged landscape and offer a

wilderness that is rich in flora and fauna forming a backdrop to the magnificent

Cathar Castles and dramatic walled city of Carcassonne. From here, the Canal

du Midi winds its way past sun-baked villages, in the distance rugged mountains

and spectacular hill-top villages – wonderful!

A game of two halves:

steep Pyrenean trails

or the gentle canal

du Midi? The choice

is yours

Weather
Summer temperatures are very high in the
Eastern Pyrenees. There is little rainfall in
summer although there are occasional showers
with some storms and strong winds coming
in off the coast.

Wine and Cuisine
Game, partridge, mushrooms, herbs and fruit
feature prominently here and hearty stews, the
best known being Cassoulet combining duck,
sausages and beans. Poule au Pot is tasty too
(chicken simmered with vegetables). Nearer the
coast, seafood naturally figures prominently,
and dishes are flavoured with fragrant herbs
and olive oil. 

The Languedoc claims to be the oldest wine-
making region in France, and produces some
gutsy reds, including Faugères, Minervois,
Fitou & Saint Chinian. Blanquette de Limoux
is a sparkling and refreshing local favourite
and Armagnac, from the Gascony foothills,
is a pleasant alternative to Cognac.

How would you like to…
Stroll the Franco/Spanish Med as Picasso and
Matisse used to do? Discover Carcassonne,
Roman ruins and olive farms along the Canal
du Midi? Step back in time to the drama of
the Cathar Castle sieges?

                                                                                                                                                                                                      79
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

CARCASSONNE

SÈTE

Siran

Cabezac
Béziers

Le Somail

Agde

Nissan les Ensérune

Canal du Midi Prestige
Ancient cities and idyllic waterways 

Hôtel du Château

Day 1/2

From the extraordinary fortified town of Carcassone to the sandy beaches of
the Mediterranean Sea, travel down tree lined towpaths, over beautiful stone
bridges and through some of the prettiest scenery in southwest France, ending
each day in excellent accommodation. 

7 nights (5 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Carcassonne

Arrive in the ancient fortified city of Carcassonne. Soak up

the view from your hotel, located just outside of the medieval

walls, or explore the cobblestone streets of the old town.

Stay at the 3-star Hôtel du Château and dine at the excellent

restaurant Comte Roger. HB

Day 2 Day trip from Carcassonne (27km)

Today, loop southwards from Carcassonne on tiny roads

through the vineyards, passing through small villages. Your

destination is the town of St. Hilaire, with its 8th-century

abbey, which you have time to visit before returning to

Carcassonne along the Aude River. Stay at the Hôtel du

Château and eat at a restaurant in the old town. B&B

Day 3 Carcassonne to Siran (42km)

Cycle alongside the canal through picturesque Trèbes and

Marseillet to the tiny hamlet of Siran. Stay at the 3-star

Château de Siran. HB

Day 4 Siran to Cabezac (25km)

Today your route is partially on the canal and partially amongst

olive groves, vineyards and flowered fields. Leave the canal

at Le Somail with its pretty bridges, and cycle towards

Bastide de Cabezac. HB

Day 5 Cabezac to Villeneuve les Béziers (43km)

An easy cycle along the canal side through the villages of

Colombiers and Capestang leads to Béziers. Spend some

time wandering the old cobbled streets before heading

towards your hotel, La Chamberte. HB

Day 6 Villeneuve les Béziers to Sète (50km) 

You will reach the end of the Canal du Midi today, as it joins

the sea at Agde. From there, enjoy the beautiful new bike

path that follows the sandy beach before arriving in the port

town of Sète. Stay two nights at the Grand Hôtel. First night

HB

Day 7 Day at Sète 

Take a day off from cycling and discover the bustling port

town of Sète, also known as the ‘Venice of Languedoc’.

You’re sure to be tempted by one of the sandy beaches so

take your bathing suit! B&B 

80  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Carcassonne

Béziers

MODERATE ||PRESTIGE HOLIDAY

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $4389

STARTING DAYS Any. Grand Hôtel - Sète

Day 6

What’s included

6 days cycling | Gourmet meals | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive route
notes | Detailed marked maps | Local agent | Belle France support | Bike hire
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

CARCASSONNE

SÈTE

Homps

Cabezac
Béziers

Le Somail

Agde

Nissan les Ensérune

Canal du Midi to Coast
Ancient cities and idyllic waterways

Hôtel Montmorency

Day 1

MODERATE |

7 nights (3 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Carcassonne

Arrive in the fortified town of Carcassonne and stay at the

2-star Hôtel Montmorency. An evening meal is reserved for

you at a nearby restaurant. HB

Day 2 Day trip from Carcassonne (27km)

Spend the day exploring historic Carcassonne or ride along

a hilly circuit to the south. Dine at a restaurant in the old

town. B&B

Day 3 Carcassonne to Homps (42km)

Cycle along the canal through picturesque Trèbes and

Marseillet to the Auberge de l’Arbousier situated on the

canal banks in Homps. HB

Day 4 Homps to Cabezac (26km)

Leave the canal today to pass through olive groves to

Bize-Minervois. Tonight’s stay is at the 3-star La Bastide

Cabezac, a superb hotel with pool. HB

Day 5 Cabezac to Béziers (43km)

A gentle cycle along the Canal du Midi passes through

the villages of Colombiers and Capestang, to finally reach

Béziers. Visit its old quarter and aqueduct carrying the

canal over the River Orb. Stay at Hôtel des Poètes. B&B

Day 6 Béziers to Sète (50km)

Before leaving Béziers, be sure to visit the old town centre

and buy provisions at the market for your picnic. You will ride

right to the end of the Canal du Midi today, as it empties into

the sea at Agde. From there, cycle along a beautiful new bike

path that follows the sandy beach before arriving in the port

town of Sète. Stay at the 2-star Hôtel le National. B&B

Day 7 Day at Sète

Discover the charm of Sète, a busy port town also known

as the ‘Venise de Languedoc’. Choose a restaurant and take

in the Mediterranean way of life or discover one of the many

sandy beaches. Stay at Hôtel le National. B&B

Reservations (09) 889 1580 81

Canel du Midi

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $3249

No lone travellers. STARTING DAYS Any.
La Bastide Cabezac

Day 4

What’s included

6 days cycling | 3 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Local agent | Belle France support | Bike hire

Explore enchanting Carcassonne before some gentle cycling along the Canal du
Midi, a picturesque, tranquil, and richly cultural route. You’ll encounter timeless
villages and sun-baked olive groves on your way to the sandy beaches of the
Mediterranean coast.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Cathar Castles Stage 1
Trek of the Cathar Castles from Tuchan-Quéribus to Quillan

Gîte d’Accueil

Day 3

6-7 nights (all half-board except Carcassonne)

Stage 1

Day 1 Arrive Tuchan

Arrival in Tuchan at the chambre d’hôte La Remise, via

Perpignan.

Day 2 Padern to Duilhac (16km)

After a short transfer, your walk takes you through the 

early medieval village of Mollet and the wine centre at

Cucugnan. You can see the 13th century castles at Padern

and Quéribus. Stay at the Auberge du Vieux Moulin.

Day 3 Duilhac to Cubières sur Cinoble (16km)

Pass the Galamus Gorges and see the hermitage of 

St Antoine de Galamus and the fortress of Peyrepertuse.

Upon arrival at the Gîte d’Accueil in Cubières you will be

allocated to a friendly chambre d’hôte.

Day 4 Cubières to Sougraigne (16km)

Today, trek through the chestnut forest and Bugarach.

In Sougraigne you stay at the Auberge l’Ecluse au Soleil,

a 2-star Logis de France.

Day 5 Sougraigne to Granès (19km)

Follow way-marked trails through Rennes le Château 

to Granès where you stay at chambre d’hôte Sue Bell.

Day 6 Granès to Quillan (19km)

Today you pass through traditional Pyrenean villages and

over the Col des Trois Quilles. Your final night is at the 3-star

Hôtel La Chaumière.

OPTION

Why not add an extra night at Carcassonne to experience

this unique walled city.

Many people combine both stages. Day 6, 1st Stage, is

then followed by Day 2, 2nd Stage, for a 12 night holiday. 

Carcassonne

CHALLENGING |TREK HOLIDAY |

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                    from $1739

Combined with Stage 2Own Travel                                   from $3249

STARTING DAYS Any.

What’s included

5-6 days walking | 6 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive
route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support | Arrival station transfer

Auberge l’Ecluse au Soleil

Day 4

Peyrepertuse

82  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Trek through the foothills of the Pyrenees past ancient Cathar Castles, through
beautiful and changing landscapes from craggy rocks to lush green meadows.
You’ll stay half-board in friendly chambre d’hôtes and small hotels where you’ll
discover local cuisine and Languedoc wines.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Montségur

Cathar Castles Stage 2
Continue from Quillan to Foix via Montségur, perhaps combine both stages (12 nights)

Hôtel Bayle

Day 3

7-8 nights (all half-board except Carcassonne)

Stage 2

Day 1 Arrive Quillan

Arrive in Quillan and settle in to the 3-star Hôtel 

La Chaumière. Explore the town before dinner.

Day 2 Quillan to Puivert (21km)

Walk to the village of Nébias and continue along the

Cathar footpath to Puivert and its splendid 13th century

Château of the Troubadours. Tonight, stay in a simple

chambre d’hôte located close to the lake and eat

‘en famille’ with other guests.

Day 3 Puivant to Belcaire (21km)

Walk through the heart of the thick fir tree forests of Escale 

and Picaussel and out on to the airy plateau of Sault using

the ancient path to the valley of Aude and the Corbières

region. Stay in the mountain chalet style Hôtel Bayle.

Day 4 Belcaire to Montségur (18km)

The path takes you down through the impressive Gorge 

de Frau (Gorge of Fear) to the Ariège before arriving in

Montségur, the heart of Catharism. Stay for two nights 

at a welcoming and comfortable chambre d’hôte.

Day 5 Day walk from Montségur (12km)

This evocative walk passes ancient terraces with panoramic

views of the famous Pog de Montségur, the last Cathar

strong hold. The ancient Château de Montségur perches

high on the top, a hard climb with rewarding views.

Day 6 Montségur to Roquefixade (18km)

The trail winds its way to the village of Montferrier, crossing

the Modini forest before reaching the Pyrenean walled village

of Roquefixade. Spend the night at Auberge des Troubadours.

Day 7 Roquefixade to Foix (18km)

Cross superb terrain with stunning views as the trail follows 

a high ridge to the small town of Foix nestling in the foothills

of the Pyrenees. Foix is dominated by the three towers of

its château. Stay at the 3-star Hôtel Lons. 

Reservations (09) 889 1580 83

CHALLENGING |TREK HOLIDAY |

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                    from $1899

Combined with Stage 1Own Travel                                   from $3249

STARTING DAYS Any.

Hôtel Lons

Day 7

What’s included

6-7 days walking | 6 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support

Foix

Discover the unique history, wonderful food and wine of this fascinating region,
with its lush meadows, vineyards, and distant snow-capped peaks. Follow ancient
trails to the precariously perched ruins of Cathar castles, and stay in small unspoilt
Pyrenean towns and villages.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Cadaquès

Catalan Coast
Rocky coves and orange groves

Mas des Citronniers

Day 1

MODERATE |

7 nights (5 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Collioure

Collioure is a beautiful place surrounded by pretty beaches,

and once attracted the likes of Matisse and Picasso. Your 

2-star hotel, Mas des Citronniers, is centrally located. B&B

Day 2 Collioure to Banyuls (13km)

Today’s straightforward route is a mix of coastal paths,

orange groves and rural country lanes. Follow a rocky

promontory looking out across the clear blue sea before

descending through vineyards to Banyuls. HB

Day 3 Day trip from Banyuls (8km)

If you have the inclination to leave your 3-star hotel perched

high above the town, spend the day on vineyard slopes

overlooking the bay, where some of France’s sweetest

dessert wines are produced. HB

Day 4 Banyuls to Llança (13km)

From the vineyards you’ll pass through thick forest and onto

a ridge for a panorama of both France and Spain. Follow this

ridge to the border and descend back to sea level at Port

Bou in Spain, before taking the short train journey to your

hotel in Llança. HB

Day 5 Llança to Port de La Selva (14km)

Follow the coastal footpath or climb to Sant Pere de Rodes

monastery. You’ll pass through abandoned vineyards and

relics from the civil war, always surrounded by glorious

views. Tonight’s hotel is in the centre of the little fishing

village. HB

Day 6 Port de La Selva to Cadaquès (16km)

This charming inland route passes through olive groves and

untouched Spanish countryside. Your hotel for the final two

nights is the 3-star Hôtel Octavia close to the beach. Dine

at the restaurant Gambina overlooking the sea. HB

Day 7 Day trip from Cadaquès (13km)

There’s plenty to see and do in the fascinating ancient

fishing village of Cadaquès, with its winding streets.

Alternatively, enjoy a walk that takes you up above the

town for breathtaking views of the Mediterranean coastline.

Dine at one of the many local restaurants. B&B

84  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Collioure

Banyuls sur Mer

PERPIGNAN

Figueras

Gerona

Llança

Port de La Selva
Cadaquès

FRANCE

SPAIN

Cadaquès

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)
Own Travel                                   from $2059

STARTING DAYS Any - not available July, August.

Hôtel le Catalan

Day 2

What’s included

6 days walkling | 5 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Local agent | Belle France support |
Return station transfer

Frontier battles gave way long ago to the simple fishing and agriculture which
prevail in the Catalan region today. This moderate walk takes you across the
Spanish border and offers stunning coastal views, which are particularly
spectacular during spring and autumn.
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This is a part of France that evokes dreamy images of lazy afternoons amongst

sleepy villages, sunny vineyards and beautiful fields of lavender and olive groves

backed by a sky of dazzling eggshell blue. Corsica offers a vast wilderness of

great natural beauty with striking colours of stone and tile whilst Provence

combines a great Roman past and a very cultured present.

Head spinning aromas,

gentle cycling amidst

sunflower fields,

exhilarating walks

along bastide town
s,

like sentinels across

the route. 

Weather
July and August are very hot. In Spring and
Autumn you can experience warm days with
occasional summer storms. The Mistral wind
makes the skies as blue as you will ever
see them. 

Wine and Cuisine
Savour the glistening pans of tomatoes, garlic,
herbs and olive oil that combine so beautifully
in a variety of dishes. Wild herbs lend a delicate
aromatic flavour to meat dishes. As for fish,
enjoy an authentic bouillabaisse, the legendary
fish stew from Marseille.

Provençal wines need no introduction. Côtes
du Rhône should always be a good bet but
spend a little more and enjoy a seriously chunky
Châteauneuf du Pape, or a robust red from one
of the lesser known villages like Gigondas.

How would you like to…
Soak up the landscape and light that inspired
Van Gogh and so many others? Follow fragrant
paths through lavender and thyme-laden hills?
Explore the ‘Golden Islands’, which are among
the regions best kept secrets?

Discover
Provence and Corsica

                                                                                                                                                                                                      85

11BF 2016 Provence nz.qxp_Layout 1  18/05/2016  09:50  Page 1



We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Lavender routes of the Lubéron
Dazzling Ochre cliffs, ancient castle ruins and thyme-laden hills

Hôtel Bastide de Lourmarin

Day 1/2

86  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Saignon

Apt

6 nights (all B&B)

Day 1 Arrive in Lourmarin

Arrive in the lovely town of Lourmarin, in the heart of the

Lubéron National Park, and current home of Peter Mayle.

There’s much to explore: narrow cobbled streets lined with

elegant houses, old fountains, cafés and a castle. You stay

at Bastide de Lourmarin Hotel.

Day 2 Circuit walk from Lourmarin (6km)

This walk takes you to the lively yet authentic village of

Cadenet, which is dramatically set against a backdrop of

red-rock cliffs. Take a short hike up to the ruins of an

ancient château.

Day 3 Lourmarin to Buoux (12km)

Walk today with fantastic mountain and valley views.

On a clear day, you’ll see tiny villages dotting the slopes

backed by the Sainte Victoire mountain. The final section of

the walk drops down into the Aiguebrun river valley to the

Auberge des Seguins hotel in its breathtaking setting.

Day 4 Circuit walk from Buoux (12km)

Climb out of the valley to the very crest of the Lubéron, a

rounded summit laden with a carpet of thyme. From here the

views extend all the way to the Alps and the Mediterranean

Sea. Visit the ancient Buoux Fort ruins perched above a

rocky crag with sheer cliffs and awe-inspiring views.

Overnight at Auberge des Seguins.

Day 5 Buoux to Saignon (8km)

Ascend the mysterious Claparèdes plateau, whose truffle

oak plantations harbour the elusive and valuable ‘black

diamonds’. Pass by lavender fields and cherry orchards

with their white blossoms and descend towards the village

of Saignon with its small labyrinth of cobbled streets.

Stay at Bastide du Jas. 

Day 6 Circuit walk from Saignon (11km)

Head from Saignon, with its crumbling fortifications,

ancient washing wells and pretty squares, to the Colorado

Provençal. The quarry area, close to Rustrel, is an amazing

sight with ochre-deposit red, orange and yellow sands.

Here, a network of walking trails takes you past stunning

eroded sand chimneys and tunnels. Transfer back to

Saignon by taxi (20min). 

Day 7 Saignon to Apt 

Transfer by taxi (10 mins) to the town of Apt with its colourful

market and travel by bus to Avignon or Aix en Provence.

Bespoke options available.

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $2169

STARTING DAYS Any. Auberge des Seguins

Day 3/4

What’s included

6 days walking | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive route notes |
Detailed marked maps | Local representatives | Belle France support | Return station transfer |
Copy of Peter Mayle’s ‘A Year in Provence’

Lourmarin

Cadenet

Apt

Saignon
Buoux

MODERATE |

It’s no wonder that best-selling author Peter Mayle wrote with such passion
about the enchanting Lubéron in his book A Year in Provence. This easy walk
leads through ever-changing scenery of mountains and valleys, fields of
lavender and olive orchards. 
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

A Week in Provence
Quiet roads and magnificent hilltop villages

Hôtel Bastide de Lourmarin

Day 2/3

Reservations (09) 889 1580 87

Avignon

Gordes

7 nights (all B&B)

Day 1 Arrive in Avignon

Explore Avignon with its Place du Palais, next to the Place

de L’horloge, and the ruined bridge of Le Pont Saint-Benezet

over the River Rhône. You stay at Hôtel Boquier.

Day 2 Avignon to Saint Rémy (35km)

Cycle into the quaint town of Barbentane before climbing

up on the Montagnette with sweeping views of the plains.

Pass through the charming villages of Graveson and Maillane

before reaching Saint Rémy de Provence.

Day 3 Circuit from Saint Rémy (45km)

Leaving St. Rémy, visit Saint Paul de Mausole, the monastery

converted into a rest home for the mentally ill, where Van

Gogh spent the last year of his life. Continue along the

winding paths of the Alpilles mountains through landscapes

of pine trees and wildflowers until you reach Les Baux de

Provence, listed among the most beautiful villages in France.

Day 4 Saint Rémy to Oppède (40km)

Continue eastwards to the lost village of Eygalières. Ride

through farmlands and orchards until you cross the Durance

river to reach the lively town of Cavaillon. Bursting with

restaurants and cafés, groceries and quaint boulangeries,

it is the perfect place to pick up a picnic. Stay at Hôtel

Belle de Nuit.

Day 5 Circuit from Oppède (37km)

Cycle through hilltop villages and along roads lined with

500 year-old shepherd’s huts, cherry orchards, and truffle

oak plantations. Pause in the village of Bonnieux to explore

its tiny squares and 12th century church. Then ride to the

town of Ménerbes, with its massive stone homes sitting

vertiginously above a ledge.

Day 6 Oppède to Isle-sur-la-Sorgue (56km)

Today, head to the town of Gordes, its noble, grey stone

homes winding up in dizzying circles to the Renaissance

castle that crowns the village. Then ride to Isle-sur-la-Sorgue,

a village completely encircled by the clear green waters of

the Sorgue river. Stay at Hôtel Les Névons. 

Day 7 Circuit from Isle-sur-la-Sorgue (38km)

Pass through the Pays des Sorgues to reach Pernes-les-

Fontaines, with its 40 fountains, Romanesque church and

mansions. Cycle through peaceful landscapes and the villages

of the Monts de Vaucluse, northern Lubéron. Venasque, a

medieval town, is labelled as one of ‘the most beautiful villages

of France’.

Bespoke options available.

MODERATE |

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $2499

STARTING DAYS Any, but limited in July

& August. Hôtel Les Névons

Day 6/7

What’s included

6 days cycling | Luggage transfers between hotels | Comprehensive route notes |
Detailed marked maps | Local representatives | Belle France support | Return station transfer |
Bike hire | Copy of Peter Mayle’s ‘A Year in Provence’

Avignon

Ménerbes

Les Baux de Provence

Saint Rémy

Isle-sur-la-Sorgue

Oppède

This moderate cycling route introduces the Provence of Peter Mayle’s novels.
Discover the beautiful, diverse landscape of the Lubéron with the cypress
dotted plains of Saint Rémy and the brightly coloured village of Roussillon.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Secrets of Lubéron
Canyons, forests and lavender fields

La Borie

Day 2

MODERATE |

7 nights (2 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive in Isle-sur-la-Sorgue

Settle into your hotel, Les Terrasses du Bassin, in the town

centre on the bank of the river. B&B.

Day 2 Isle-sur-la-Sorgue to Gordes (13km)

Transfer to Fontaine de Vaucluse. To start your walk, follow

a 300-year-old wall before heading through cedar forests to

Gordes and your stay at La Borie chambre d’hôte with

swimming pool. B&B.

Day 3 Circuit walk from Gordes (10km)

Follow the paths through lavender and thyme-laden fields to

Sénanque Abbey and return along an ancient cobbled path

back to Gordes. B&B

Day 4 Goult to Bonnieux (12km)

Start today with a short transfer to Goult then cross the

valley and climb into the heart of Lubéron to Lacoste. See

the ruined castle of the Marquis de Sade before continuing to

Bonnieux, a village made famous by Peter Mayle in his novel,

A Year in Provence. Stay at le Clos du Buis. B&B

Day 5 Circuit walk from Bonnieux (12km)

A pleasant and gradual climb through the forest leads to the

ridge of the Petit Lubéron mountain with spectacular views

in all directions. Drop down on to the plains and a leisurely

return to Bonnieux. There is a good choice of restaurants

for dinner tonight, or eat al fresco in the pretty gardens at

your hotel. B&B

Day 6 Bonnieux to Buoux (13km)

Stroll over lavender fields and through truffle oak plantations,

with views from a canyon rim, before descending a secret

cobbled zig-zag path to the canyon floor and the simple

Auberge des Seguins. HB

Day 7 Circuit walk Buoux (14km)

Climbing out of the Aiguebrun valley on your way to the

hidden village of Sivergues, you reach the very crest of the

Lubéron, a rounded summit laden with thyme. Visit the ruins

of Buoux Fort, with its Roman and Medieval architecture and

spectacular views. Overnight at Auberge des Seguins. HB

OPTION

Start with an extra day in Isle-sur-la-Sorgue to explore

this delightful town or add a night in Avignon at the end

and discover the fascinating Cité des Papes. 

Bespoke options available.

88  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Bonnieux

Isle-sur-la-Sorgue

Buoux

BonnieuxGoult

AVIGNON

Fontaine de Vaucluse

Gordes Transfer

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $2369

EXTRA NIGHT B&B in Avignon $189 per person.

STARTING DAYS Not Sundays. Not July/August.

Le Clos du Bois

Day 4/5

What’s included

7 days self-guided walking | 1 night half board | 1 picnic lunch | Luggage transfers between
hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Local representatives | Return
station transfer | Copy of Peter Mayle’s ‘A Year in Provence’

Discover some of the secrets of the Lubéron mountains, where medieval
villages encircle ancient castles and lavender fields fill the air with their
fragrance. This moderate grade walk rewards you with lovely views, and
excellent local cuisine awaits you at the end of each day.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Remoulins

St Gilles

Fontvieille

Graveson

AVIGNON

St Rémy
Beaucaire

Arless

s

extra 2 nights

Provençal Dreams
Wild herbs and lavender

Hôtel Le Mas Des Amandiers

Day 1/6

EASY |

6-8 nights (4-6 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Graveson

On arrival in Provence, relax at the pretty 2-star hotel in
Graveson, just to the south of Avignon. This is the perfect
opportunity to relax by the pool before cycling begins. HB

Day 2 Graveson to Beaucaire (43km)

Head north to Barbentine before turning west to cross
the Rhône into Aramon. Cycle through the medieval villages
of Théziers and Montfrin before looping through Jonquières-
St-Vincent to reach historic Beaucaire. Alternatively, take the
short, flat route direct from Graveson through Tarascon and
over the river into Beaucaire. Hôtel Robinson provides the
perfect setting for your evening meal. HB

Day 3 Day trip from Beaucaire (16-32km)

Explore the many canals, stopping off at the port of Beaucaire
and the typical Provençal village of Vallabrègues. Extend the
journey to visit the Abbey of St Michel de Frigolet before
returning via the Celtic village of Aramon. HB

Day 4 Beaucaire to Fontvieille (16km)

This relatively easy journey from Beaucaire to Fontvieille takes
you back across the Rhône and through orchards. Take in
the sights of the historic town of Tarascon, or take a longer
route south past paddy fields before picking up the Sète
canal towpath. Your 3-star hotel is on the edge of this
charming Provençal town with a meal in one of the local
restaurants. B&B

Day 5 Day trip from Fontvieille (16-32km)

Today you have the opportunity for a leisurely spin to the
village of Paradou, or cover another 16km (mostly flat) to
reach the wetlands of St Martin de Crau, where migratory
birds are abundant. B&B

Day 6 Fontvieille to Graveson (32km)

The journey back to Graveson takes in the spectacular rock
formations of Les Baux de Provence, where buildings are
carved into the white limestone. Now you can freewheel
down to the artistic village of St Rémy before pedalling
across the fields back to Graveson. HB

OPTION

Add an extra night at St Gilles on the edge of the
Camargue with its pink flamingoes and white horses. 
Or add a visit to Remoulins and the awe-inspiring Roman
Pont du Gard.

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 89

Medieval Fortress in Beaucaire

Prices per person 6 nights
(Based on two sharing)Own Travel                                   from $1939

8 NIGHT OPTION add $625 (both half-board).

STARTING DAYS Any except Sunday.

Val Majour

Day 4/5

What’s included

6 or 8 days cycling | 4/6 nights half board | Luggage transfers between hotels |
Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Bike hire | Bike support |
Belle France support | Return station transfer

An easy-going tour that soaks up the Provençal atmosphere, this holiday offers
plenty of time for sight-seeing. Explore historic towns and meandering canals
as you admire the pretty scenery of this splendid region. This holiday is best
enjoyed outside July and August.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

AVIGNON

St Rémy

Pont du GardCollias

Graveson

Tarascon

Les BauxArless

Provence Prestige en Vélo
Vineyards and olive groves

Les Mazets des Roches

Day 3

Absorb the essence of Provence – sleepy villages, sun soaked vineyards,
Roman ruins and the magnificent Pont du Gard. Easy cycling along quiet
lanes and canal paths brings you to charming destinations where you are
guaranteed a top quality room and delicious food.

6 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Avignon

Arrive at the luxurious Hostellerie la Magnaneraie in the quiet

suburbs of old Villeneuve-les-Avignon. Explore the old village

centre or relax in the hotel gardens by the pool before

enjoying a delicious meal in the attractive dining room.

Day 2 Avignon to Collias (40km)

It’s a level ride to Remoulins before you cross the river

beneath the Pont du Gard on your way to the Hostellerie le

Castellas at Collias. Enjoy the small secluded pool and

gourmet restaurant.

Day 3 Collias to Tarascon (46km)

Begin with a short climb before taking quiet lanes through

the vineyards of the Costières de Nîmes. Pass the bull-ring

in Redessan then cycle to Beaucaire and cross the River

Rhône into Tarascon. After exploring one or both of these

bustling riverside towns, it is just a short ride south for two

nights to the rustic charm of hotel Mazets des Roches.

Day 4 Tarascon to Les Baux en Provence (33km)

After visiting the Olive ‘Boutique’ at the Château d’Estoublon,

climb to les Baux en Provence and settle into the beautiful

Cabro d’Or hotel with plenty of time to explore the charming

medieval village or spend a pleasant afternoon relaxing in the

hotel grounds. Tonight’s dinner is in the excellent restaurant.

Day 5 Les Baux en Provence to St Rémy
(12-38km)

Take a short ride to St Rémy to seek out the haunts of Van

Gogh, or visit the Roman sanctuary of Glanum. Alternatively

you could take a more challenging 38km ride across the

Alpilles to Maussane and Eygalières. Then head to your final

night’s accommodation, the delightful Le Vallon de Valrugues.

There’s time to settle in before enjoying another wonderful

dinner.

Day 6 St Rémy 

Many of our clients spend their final day exploring St Rémy.

The town offers a delightful labyrinth of narrow medieval

streets with boutiques, bistros, museums and art galleries,

or we offer a choice of cycling circuits before a final night of

relaxation at the 5-star spa hotel Le Valllon de Valrugues.

Bespoke options available.

90  Reservations (09) 889 1580

MODERATE ||PRESTIGE HOLIDAY

Pont du Gard bridge

Abbey of Senanque

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $3939

STARTING DAYS Any. Cabro d’Or hotel

Day 4

What’s included

5 days cycling | 6 nights in luxury hotels, half board | Gourmet meals | Luggage transfers
between hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support
Bike hire | Return station transfer
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Saze AVIGNON

Remoulins

Tarascon

Les Baux

Les Alpilles

Graveson

Pont du 
Gard

Beaucaire

Fontvieille

St Rémy

Provence rural landscape

Van Gogh’s Provence
Shimmering light and olive groves

Le Columbier

Day 2

MODERATE |

7 nights (4 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Graveson

Settle into your family-run, 2-star hotel, and relax by

the pool or enjoy a gentle stroll around Graveson. HB

Day 2 Saze to Remoulins (19km)

After a transfer to Saze, head off up the lanes into the

Provençal countryside. You will spot the little stone huts

known as capitelles, ancient constructions used

as stores and shelter for shepherds. HB

Day 3 Day trip from Remoulins (9km)

Just down the road from your hotel, the Pont du Gard

is a must-visit. It does not take long to walk into the

attractive countryside of the Gardon valley along dusty

lanes to picturesque villages perched on the hilltops. HB

Day 4 Remoulins to Beaucaire (20km)

Rise up onto the hillside to join the GR6 footpath. Walk

through fields of redcurrants, apples, walnuts and vines,

and visit the Abbaye St. Romain on a ridge overlooking

the Rhône. Stay tonight at a 3-star hotel. HB

Day 5 Beaucaire to Fontvieille (17km)

Pass through the narrow streets of the old walled town

of Tarascon, then head out through the olive groves, rough

pasture and woodland towards the hills and the limestone

outcrops of Les Alpilles. You’re guaranteed a friendly

welcome at the hotel in this typical Provençal village. B&B 

Day 6 Fontvieille to St. Rémy (21km)

Return to the hills of Les Alpilles and climb to the medieval

village of Les Baux. As you descend into St Rémy and your

centrally located, 2-star hotel, pass the sanatorium where

Van Gogh painted some of his most famous works. B&B 

Day 7 Day trip from St Rémy (9km)

St Rémy itself is known for its charm and sophistication,

but why not walk up to the higher reaches of Les Alpilles

for grand views over the Camargue before enjoying your

final meal of the holiday in one of St Rémy’s lovely

restaurants. B&B

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 91

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $2289

STARTING DAYS Any except Saturday - not

available July, August, as many paths are closed

due to the risk of fire.
Val Majour

Day 5

What’s included

6 days walking | 4 nights half board | Swimming pools at all hotels | Luggage transfers
between hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support |
Return station transfer

With wonderful buildings, charming village squares and the smell of herbs
growing wild under your feet, this holiday gives you all the right ingredients for
great walking. Immerse yourself in this picturesque part of Provence on this
moderate route.
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Collias

Avignon

Pont du Gard

St Rémy

Les Baux en Provence

Villeneuve-les-Avignon

Remoulins

Meynes

Beaucaire
Tarascon 

Fontvieille

Transfer

Les Baux en Provence

Provence Prestige à Pied
Scented pines and dazzling skies

Hostellerie le Castellas

Day 2

Wander through pretty village squares, past vineyards and fields of sunflowers,
over remote hill sides and along canal towpaths with the smell of wild herbs in
the air. Charming accommodation adds a touch of luxury to the delights of
walking in Provence. 

92  Reservations (09) 889 1580

MODERATE ||PRESTIGE HOLIDAY

7 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Avignon

Arrive at the luxurious Hostellerie la Magnaneraie in the

suburbs of old Villeneuve-les-Avignon. Explore the old

village centre or relax in the hotel garden by the pool.

Day 2 Remoulins to Collias (16km)

Transfer to Remoulins and start your walk by crossing

the river to reach the magnificent Pont du Gard. Take time

to explore this Roman monument before continuing on to

Collias and Hostellerie le Castellas, which has a secluded

outdoor pool and gourmet restaurant.

Day 3 Collias to Tarascon (11km)

The taxi transfer drops you off to start your walk at Meynes.

Passing through Beaucaire you cross the River Rhône

into Tarascon and continue south to the rustic charm of

Hôtel Mazets des Roches.

Day 4 Tarascon to Fontvieille (13km)

Follow the route of the canal, passing the ruined Chapel

St Gabriel and then onwards through woodland glades and

limestone outcrops of the Alpilles. Your destination is the

delightful La Régalido, an oasis of tranquillity in the centre

of this delightful little town.

Day 5 Fontvieille to Les Baux en Provence (8km)

Ascend through the Alpilles to reach the medieval village

of Les Baux, which has been officially classified as one

of the most beautiful villages of France and can only be

visited on foot. Stay in the luxury hotel, La Cabro d’Or.

Day 6 Les Baux en Provence to St Rémy (8km)

A short walk today gives you plenty of time to explore

St Rémy, one of Van Gogh’s favourite haunts with its labyrinth

of narrow streets housing art galleries and boutiques.

Stay at the 5-star spa hotel, Le Vallon de Valrugues.

Day 7 St Rémy

Spend a final day exploring St Rémy, or for the more

adventurous, try the stunning circuit walk, that takes you

onto the Aplilles Ridge. Final night at Le Vallon de Valrugues.

OPTION

Add an extra day at Avignon to explore this lively city

with its famous Palais des Papes and Pont d’Avignon.

Add an extra day at one of Van Gogh’s favourite haunts,

the delightful St Rémy for a relaxing end to your stay.

Bespoke options available.

Avignon

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $4119

STARTING DAYS Any - not available July,

August, as many paths are closed due to the

risk of fire.
La Régalido

Day 4

What’s included

6 days walking | 7 nights in luxury hotels, half board | Gourmet meals | Luggage transfers
between hotels | Comprehensive route notes | Detailed marked maps | Belle France support |
Return station transfers
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Cannes

Saint Raphaël

Bormes les Mimosas

Hyères

Port Cros

Porquerolles

Le Lavandou

Ferry

Ferry

Golden Islands
Pristine coastline and untouched islands

L’Espadon

MODERATE |

5 nights (all B&B)

Day 1 Arrive Le Lavandou

Settle into the Hotel Espadon, set close to the beach in

Le Lavandou, and explore the town before choosing a

restaurant for dinner.

Day 2 Circular walk from Le Lavandou to Bormes
les Mimosas (11km)

Climb to the delightful village of Bormes les Mimosas, laden

with a rainbow of exotic plants and flowers. Stroll through

the cobbled streets before climbing to the chapel of Notre

Dame de Constance, perched 300m above the sea, with

panoramic views of all three of the Golden Islands. 

Day 3 Circular walk on Porquerolles island (10km)

A ferry crossing takes you to the island of Porquerolles,

the biggest of the three islands. Walk through the quaint

hamlet and along the highly-protected walking paths through

pine forests and strawberry trees. A short climb takes you to

a lookout where the entire island is at your feet. Return ferry

to Le Lavandou.

Day 4 Circular walk on Port Cros island (10km)

Take the ferry from the port of Le Lavandou to the island

of Port Cros, set 12km off the coast. The island is France’s

smallest national park, and its dense forests of tree heather,

strawberry trees and cork oaks make for a walking paradise.

Return ferry to Le Lavandou and your hotel. 

Day 5 Circular coastal walk “sentier littoral” (10km)

Follow the coastal path that passes pristine beaches and

hidden coves along paths laden with lavender. The protected

coastline is unspoilt and offers magnificient views of the jagged

coast and turquoise waters. Estagnol beach is the perfect

lunch stop. Return to Le Lavandou for your last night.

Bespoke options available.

Reservations (09) 889 1580 93

Le Lavandou

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $2349

STARTING DAYS Any from March to November.

Not available 22 June to 5 September as many

paths are closed due to the risk of fire.

What’s included

5 nights half board | 4 days of coastal wonderful walks | Comprehensive route notes |
Detailed marked maps | Local representatives | Belle France support | Station transfers

L’Espadon

The Côte d’Azur boasts some of the most untamed coastline along the
Mediterranean, and the island of Port Cros is a paradise of cork oaks and walking
paths. Explore some of the best kept secrets of the Riviera: spectacular coastal
paths, and two of the “Golden Islands” – an absolute paradise of nature. 
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We can arrange rail travel and accommodation for
you, both before and after your Belle France holiday.

Piana

Porto

Calacuccia

CorteCol de Vergio

AJACCIO

Evisa

Railway

Captivating Corsica
Trekking on an untouched island simply waiting to be discovered

Hôtel Aitone

Day 3

CHALLENGING|

7 nights (5 half-board)

Day 1 Arrive Ajaccio

Explore the vibrant coastal town of Ajaccio, or take the cliff

walk that towers above the town, offering stunning views of

the coastline. B&B

Day 2 Scala de Santa Regina to Calacuccia (10km)

Take an early train to Corte where you will be transferred

to the start of the walk at the Scala de Santa Regina.

Follow the ancient shepherds’ trail, which winds in and out

of the Niolu valley, taking you through granite cliffs to the

highest villages in Corsica. HB

Day 3 Calacuccia to Evisa (14km)

A short transfer takes you to the starting point of today’s

walk. Pass through scented forests and cross over the

famous Col de Vergio before the winding trail descends

towards the charming village of Evisa. HB 

Day 4 Day walk (10km)

Evisa, known as the ‘pearl of the mountains’, is a charming

village from which you can start a circular walk: the ‘old

village trail’ passes through some lovely rural Corsican

villages. HB

Day 5 Evisa to Porto (12km)

Descend into the famous Spelunca gorge and enjoy

spectacular views throughout the day. Maybe have a

dip in one of the natural rock pools en route. HB

Day 6 Porto to Piana (11km)

Take some time to visit the town of Porto, or enjoy

a cooling moment on the beach before heading off on the

old mule path to Calanche de Piana. Look out for amazing

rock formations and enjoy the superb views over the bay. HB

Day 7 Piana to Ajaccio (4km)

Take a 4km walk down to the small sandy cove of

Ficaghiola for a swim. Private transfer back to Ajaccio

in the afternoon. B&B

OPTION

Upgrade to sea view rooms are available at Ajaccio

and Piana. 

Bespoke options available.

94  Reservations (09) 889 1580

Porto

Prices per person (Based on two sharing)

Own Travel                                   from $2299

Upgrade to sea view rooms available

in Ajaccio and Piana.STARTING DAYS Sunday.

Hôtel Belvedere

Day 5

What’s included

6 days walking | 5 nights half board | Route notes and maps | Belle France support |
Luggage transfers | Transfers to start of walks | Return transfer to Ajaccio

This challenging walk combines dramatic scenery with natural beauty: rugged
cliffs, scented pine forests, crystal waterfalls and deep gorges. The ancient
mule track will guide you through pretty mountain villages to the turquoise
waters of the western coast.
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Canal 
cruising
Explore France from a different perspective on one of our canal cruise holidays,

drifting along the country’s waterways on a luxury barge.

Your all-inclusive barge will carry you from one peaceful mooring to the next,

while your knowledgeable captain and tour guide tell you about your surroundings.

You’ll also have an on-board housekeeper to keep everything in order and a chef 

o ensure you’re superbly wined and dined. Along the way there are plenty of

opportunities to stop and explore places of interest, visit local markets and

perhaps have a wine tasting.

Our luxury vessels are 6-12 berth and have en suite facilities, air-conditioning

and an open bar. There may even be a hot tub on deck for the ultimate way to

watch the world go by. Treat yourself to a unique and unforgettable experience

of France.

For more details of the canal cruises we offer please visit our website

www.bellefrance.com or contact us on (09) 889 1580.

95

Alsace & Lorraine

Bordeaux

Gascony

Canal du Midi

Loire Valley

Picardy

Champagne

Burgundy

30
YEARS

ANNIVERSARY
SINCE 1986
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Tailoring your holiday
Breaking your journey
Why not break your journey at one of our hotels conveniently located

throughout France? Perhaps stop overnight in Paris rather than London

for your Eurostar connections – please note however that there may be

a small additional charge on your rail ticket if breaking your journey

exceeds 24 hours. We can offer a selection of hand-picked hotels in

central Paris to cater for all tastes and budgets.

We work in partnership with the Inter-Hotel Group and the Châteaux 

and Hotels de France Collection with B&B prices from about $165

and $225 per night per person respectively. 

From the Châteaux and Hotels collection we can offer high quality

accommodation in most regions of France, either for an overnight

stop or to extend your holiday for a few more days.

Please phone for advice and a quotation.

Tailor-made holidays
Our customers often find it difficult to decide on just one of our

holidays, so we’re always happy to combine two of our holidays into

one longer stay.

Combining treks and cycles – The Stevenson Trail, Cathar Castles

and Compostela holidays have two-week options and for cyclists,

Périgord Discovery combines well with Châteaux of the Charente.

Adding a short break – We can customise your holiday by adding

extra nights at the beginning or end of your stay and a number of our

prestige hotels offer spa treatments or cookery courses – a fun way

to end your holiday. 

Adding Paris – Paris is a ‘must do’ and might be on your way or

easy to add to the start or end of your journey.

Call us to talk through the options and possibilities.

Thank you for your loyalty
We are very proud to have built such loyalty amongst our customers

and we really appreciate the fact that you keep coming back to us year

after year. We’re also very grateful for the fantastic reviews and we will

continue striving to offer even better holidays and great customer service. 

If you have previously travelled with us or you’re looking to combine two

of our holidays, please talk to us about our loyalty discounts. We often

negotiate additional discounts throughout the year, so do keep in touch

by phone or email, or keep an eye on our Facebook and Twitter pages for

more details. We also communicate our latest offers in our e-newsletters,

so make sure you’re on our mailing list!

96 Reservations (09) 889 1580

Travel plans
Let us arrange your journey
Not only will we make all arrangements for your Belle France holiday, but
we can also organise travel to your first hotel. Whether from the UK, or an
arrival airport in France, we can make necessary arrangements for you.

Relaxing Rail – If travelling from the UK to France by rail, we can book
you a comfortable, speedy journey on Eurostar from London to Paris
or Lille. We can arrange onward rail journeys on the high speed TGV,
taking you through the sublime French countryside to your destination.
There you will be met by our rep or a taxi for transfer to your hotel.

Rail timings given at the time of booking can occasionally change slightly,
to be confirmed at least three weeks before departure.

Driving from the UK – Should you be driving from the UK, we can
arrange a ferry across the English Channel, arriving at the ports of
Dunkirk/Calais in the north or St Malo/Roscoff to the west. Alternatively
you can drive your car on to the Eurotunnel Le Shuttle service to Calais
(35 minutes journey from Ashford).

Eurotunnel – Takes you from Folkestone to Calais/Coquelles in just
35 minutes. There are simple check-in procedures and drive-on carriages
make this an easy and popular option. Prices available on request.
Please call for (09) 889 1580 for timings, availability and supplements.
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We do hope to hear from you!
9.00am – 5.00pm Monday – Friday (GMT) 

(09) 889 1580

Should you phone when we are closed,

leave a message and we’ll call you back

as soon as we can.

Alternatively, you can email us at:

enquiries@bellefrance.com

Holiday insurance
It is a condition of our package that you and all members of your

party are covered by adequate Travel Insurance for the duration of

their holiday. We strongly suggest that clients ensure they have in

place some form of cancellation cover which is effective from the

time of making the booking. This ensures that you will benefit from

protection in the event that you find it necessary to cancel your

holiday due to unforeseen circumstances covered by the policy.

Important information
Your holiday cost – The prices featured on each holiday page are

based on two people travelling and sharing a room. However, we are

more than happy to quote for single travellers, parties of three or more

or for families. 

This brochure covers both 2016 and 2017 seasons. Prices for 2017 are

guide prices only and we reserve the right to increase, or reduce, prices

subject to exchange rate fluctuation.

Own travel prices – Your holiday with us starts on your arrival at

the first hotel and ends at your last hotel. You may require additional

transfers from or to your points of arrival and departure or back to the

start to retrieve a vehicle. We are happy to arrange these for you at a

supplementary cost. Bear in mind that cheap flights may involve long

and expensive transfers.

Single travellers – Belle France holidays are enjoyed by many single

people, as well as people who just want to travel solo. So if you want

to experience the stunning French countryside by bike or on foot with

a trustworthy French specialist, we’d love to hear from you. We have

individually hand crafted all of our itineraries and each route is inspected

by us to ensure safety and peace of mind at every turn.

Family bookings – Whilst our holidays aren’t specifically put together

with families in mind, we would be delighted to put a quotation together

based on your requirements. Many of the hotels we work with do offer

family accommodation, however the bedding configuration varies, so

please bear this in mind.

Late bookings – We advise booking at least 6 months in advance

where possible, especially during Easter, May, Jun, September and

October, as it can be very busy in many of our hotels, and as many are

small family run establishments, availability can be an issue. That said

we know you can’t always plan ahead, so we’ll go out of our way to

find you rooms if you want to make a last minute booking. 

97
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98 Reservations (09) 889 1580

Booking conditions
These booking conditions, together with our privacy policy,
essential information, booking information, the advice and
information section and any other written information we have
brought to your attention before we confirmed your booking, set
out the details of your booking with Belle France, a trading name
of Alan Rogers Travel ltd, Spelmonden Old Oast, Goudhurst,
Kent TN17 1HE, UK. (“we”, “us” or “Belle France”). Please read
them carefully as they set out our respective rights and
obligations. In these Booking Conditions, “you” and “your”
include the first named person on the booking and all persons on
whose behalf a booking is made or any other person to whom a
booking is added or transferred.

By making a booking, the first named person on the booking agrees on
behalf of all persons detailed on the booking that:

1. He/she has read these terms and conditions and has the authority 
    to and does agree to be bound by them;

2. He/she consents to our use of information in accordance with our
    Privacy Policy;

3. He/she is over 18 years of age and resident in New Zeland (if you
    are not a resident of New Zeland, you must advise us prior to
    booking) and where placing an order for services with age restrictions
    declares that he/she and all members of the party are of the
    appropriate age to purchase those services;

4. He/she accepts financial responsibility for payment of the booking 
    on behalf of all persons detailed on the booking.

Our obligations to you will vary depending upon whether we act as a
package organiser in the sale of a package holiday or as a booking
agent on behalf of ferry operators, Eurotunnel and hotel operators, to
help you to arrange holiday products; our differing obligations are set
out below, in three separate sections: Section A contains the conditions
which will apply to all bookings. Section B contains the conditions which
will apply when you make a booking with us where we act as the
package organiser. Section C contains the conditions which apply to
agency bookings.

SECTION A – APPLICABLE TO ALL BOOKINGS
1. Making A Booking
By making the booking the party leader confirms that he/she accepts
and agrees to be bound by these conditions and that he/she has the
authority of all those in his/her party to make the booking on their behalf.
Once we have received your booking and all appropriate payments, we
will, subject to availability, confirm your booking by issuing a
confirmation invoice, either directly from us or on behalf of the supplier
as applicable. A binding contract between you and the transport / hotel
operator or other supplier (where we are acting as an agent), or between
you and us (where we are the Organiser of a Package holiday) comes
into existence when we despatch the booking confirmation to the
party leader.

This invoice will be sent to the party leader. Please check this invoice
carefully as soon as you receive it. You must contact us immediately if
any information which appears on the confirmation or any other
document appears to be incorrect or incomplete as it may not be
possible to make changes later.

We regret we cannot accept any liability if we are not notified of any
inaccuracy in any document within 7 days of our sending it out. We will
do our best to rectify any mistake notified to us outside these time limits
but you must meet any costs involved in doing so.

All documents (e.g. confirmation documents/holiday packs) will be sent
to you by post or e- mail. Once documents leave our offices we will not
be responsible for their loss unless such loss is due to our negligence.
If tickets or other documents need to be reissued all costs must be paid
by you. You can ask for delivery by other means subject to the charges
stated below.

The booking information that you provide to us will be passed on only
to the relevant suppliers of your travel arrangements or other persons
necessary for the provision of your travel arrangements. The information
may therefore be provided to public authorities such as customs or
immigration if required by them, or as required by law. This applies to
any sensitive information that you give to us such as details of any
disabilities, or dietary and religious requirements. Certain information
may also be passed on to security or credit checking companies.

2. Payment
You will be required to pay a deposit or make full payment for your
booking at the time of booking. Where you only pay a deposit you must
pay the full balance by the balance due date notified to you. If full
payment is not received by the balance due date, we will notify the
supplier who may cancel your booking and charge the cancellation fees
set out in their Terms and Conditions. Alternatively, where you have
booked a package or accommodation only arrangement with us, you
will be subject to our cancellation charges as set out in Sections B and
C below.

To confirm your booking or site request, you must pay a deposit at the
time of booking. The deposit will ordinarily be $250 NZD per person,
however, some suppliers may require a higher deposit at the time of
booking or may require full payment if you are booking more than eight
weeks before departure. You will be advised of the exact amount
payable at the time of booking. 

Full payment of the balance must be received by the ‘Balance Due’ date
shown on your booking confirmation. If full payment is not received by
the balance due date, we will notify the supplier who may cancel your
booking and charge the cancellation fees set out in their Terms and
Conditions. Alternatively, where you have booked a package with us, you
will be subject to our cancellation charges as set out in Section B below.

When accepting any booking within 12 weeks of the departure date we
reserve the right to ask you to pay the full cost of your booking. 

We accept the following methods of payment: Visa/Mastercard debit
or credit card authorisation or bank transfer. NB: No confirmations
or other documentation will be forwarded until all invoiced balances
have been paid.

3. Accuracy
We endeavour to ensure that the hotel descriptions, holiday information
and prices both on our website and in our brochure is up to date at the
time of going to press but it is possible (for example) for a hotel to
change hands or for certain facilities or services to be altered.

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of such information
and prices at the time of printing, regrettably errors do occasionally
occur. You must therefore ensure you check all details of your chosen
arrangements (including the price) with us at the time of booking. 

4. Special Requests
If you have any special requests please let us know at the time
of booking. We will pass on all such requests to the supplier/
representatives but we do not guarantee that they will be met and we
will have no liability to you if they are not.

5. Insurance
Adequate travel insurance is a condition of your contract with either us
or the supplier in question, as applicable. You must take out a policy of
insurance in order to cover you and your party against the cost of
cancellation by you; the cost of assistance (including repatriation) in the
event of accident or illness; loss of baggage and money; and other
expenses. Failure to disclose relevant information may affect your
insurance. If you fail to travel with adequate insurance cover we will not
be liable for any losses in respect of which insurance cover would
otherwise have been available.

6. Behaviour
Please be aware that the booking conditions of the supplier will normally
state that your holiday arrangements can be terminated, with no refund,
if the behaviour of your party falls below an acceptable standard.
Suppliers will also often require you to pay for any damage you cause to
the accommodation or services. We are under no obligation to you if
any event such as this occurs. You agree to indemnify us for the full
amount of any claim (including all legal costs) made against us by the
supplier or any third party as a result of your conduct.

7. Passports, Visas and Health
It remains your responsibility to check passport and VISA requirements
before you travel. Your specific passport and visa requirements, and
other immigration requirements are your responsibility and you should
confirm these with the relevant Embassies and/or Consulates. Neither
we nor the supplier accept any responsibility if you cannot travel
because you have not complied with any passport, VISA or immigration
requirements. Some countries, including France, require passports to
be valid for at least 6 months after your return date.

We can provide general information about any health formalities
required for your trip but you should check with your own doctor for your
specific circumstances. Up to date travel advice.

8. Complaints
Where we are acting as agent, the contract for your arrangements is
between you and the supplier and any queries or concerns should be
addressed to them. If you have a problem whilst on holiday, this must
be reported to the representative / supplier or their local supplier or
agent immediately. If you fail to follow this procedure there will be less
opportunity to investigate and rectify your complaint. The amount of
compensation you may be entitled to may be reduced or you may not
receive any at all depending upon the circumstances.

If you wish to complain when you return home, write to the supplier. You
will see the name and address plus contact details on our website. If you
require assistance liaising with the supplier, please contact us.

Where you have booked a package holiday with us, please inform the
relevant supplier immediately and contact us. If your complaint is not
resolved locally, please follow this up within 28 days of your return home
by writing to us giving your booking reference and all other relevant
information. It is strongly recommended that you communicate any
complaint to the supplier of the services in question without delay. If you
fail to follow this procedure we will have been deprived of the
opportunity to investigate and rectify your complaint whilst you were on
holiday and this may affect your rights under this contract.

9. Force Majeure
Except where otherwise expressly stated in these booking conditions we
will not be liable or pay you compensation if our contractual obligations
to you are affected by any event which we or the supplier of the service
in question could not, even with all due care, foresee or avoid. These
events can include, but are not limited to war, threat of war, civil strife,
terrorist activity and its consequences or the threat of such activity, riot,
the act of any government or other national or local authority including
port or river authorities, industrial dispute, lock closure, natural or nuclear
disaster, fire, chemical or biological disaster and all similar events outside
our control or the control of the supplier concerned. 

10. Law and Jurisdiction
These terms and conditions are governed by English law and any
dispute arising between the parties is subject to the exclusive jurisdiction
of the courts of England and Wales (unless you live in Scotland or
Northern Ireland, in which case you can bring proceedings in your local
court under Scottish or Northern Irish law, as applicable).

11. Conditions of Suppliers
Many of the services which make up your holiday are provided by
independent suppliers. Those suppliers provide these services in
accordance with their own terms and conditions which will form part of
your contract with us. Some of these terms and conditions may limit or
exclude the supplier’s liability to you, usually in accordance with
applicable International Conventions. Copies of the relevant parts of
these terms and conditions are available on request from us or the
supplier concerned.

12. Data Protection and Privacy
Please see our data protection and privacy policy for full information
regarding the way in which we use and store your personal data.

13. Hotel Facilities 
Our brochure and website describe the facilities and activities normally
available for each holiday. Occasionally facilities will be affected (e.g.
during early or late season, weather conditions, maintenance and repair
etc.) and we cannot be held liable for non-provision of any service.

SECTION B: PACKAGE HOLIDAY BOOKINGS
This section only applies to Package Holidays booked with us as
Organiser. Please read this section in conjunction with Section A
of these Booking Conditions.

14. Definition of Package
A “Package Holiday” exists if you book a pre-arranged combination of
at least two of the following components when sold or offered for sale
at an inclusive price and when the service covers a period of more than
twenty-four hours or includes overnight accommodation: (a) transport;
(b) accommodation; (c) other tourist services not ancillary to transport or
accommodation and accounting for a significant proportion of the
package. Where you have booked a Package Holiday with us, we will
accept responsibility for it in accordance with these Booking Conditions
as an “Organiser” under the Package Travel, Package Holidays and
Package Tours Regulations 1992.

15. Pricing 
The prices stated in our brochure and on our website are exclusively
available only when booking in advance with Belle France. 

Our prices were calculated on the basis of then known costs and
exchange rates. We reserve the right to increase or decrease the prices
of unsold arrangements at any time. We also reserve the right to make
changes to and correct errors in advertised prices at any time before
your arrangements are confirmed. The price of your chosen
arrangements will be confirmed at the time of booking.

Once the price of your chosen arrangements has been confirmed at the
time of booking, then, subject to the correction of errors, we will only
increase or decrease the price in the following circumstances. Price
increases or decreases after booking will be passed on by way of a
surcharge or refund. A surcharge or refund (as applicable) will be
payable, subject to the conditions set out in this clause, if transportation
costs or dues, taxes (for example VAT/IPT) or fees payable for services
such as embarkation or disembarkation fees at ports increase or
decrease. Even in the above cases, only if the amount of the increase in
our costs exceeds 2% of the total cost of your arrangements (excluding
insurance premiums and any amendment charges), will we levy a
surcharge. If any surcharge is greater than 10% of the cost of your
arrangements (excluding insurance premiums and any amendment
charges), you will be entitled to choose one of options (a), (b) or (c) set
out in clause 18 below. You have 14 days from the issue date printed
on the surcharge invoice to tell us if you want to choose option (b) or (c)
as set out in clause 18 below. If you do not tell us that you wish to
choose either of these options within this period of time, we are entitled
to assume that you do not wish to do so and will pay the surcharge. Any
surcharge must be paid with the balance of the cost of the
arrangements or within 14 days of the issue date printed on the
surcharge invoice, whichever is the later.

Should the price of your holiday reduce by more than 2% due to
decreases mentioned above, then we will refund amounts exceeding
2% to you. Please note that travel arrangements are not always
purchased in local currency and some apparent changes have no
impact on the price of your travel due to contractual protection in place.
We promise not to levy a surcharge within 30 days of departure.

Please Note: Many transport operators are now using ‘Flexible Pricing’.
This effectively means that prices can and do vary on a daily basis for
the same arrangements.

Consequently, where we give a quotation for a particular journey, this is
only valid at the time of quoting. Any booking made at a later time may
be at a different rate. We reserve the right to correct errors in both
advertised and confirmed prices. We will do so as soon as we become
aware of the error. Please note, changes and errors occasionally occur.
You must check the price of your chosen arrangements at the time
of booking.

16. Changes by You 
If you wish to change any part of your booking arrangements after our
confirmation invoice has been issued, you must inform us in writing as
soon as possible. This should be done by the first named person on the
booking. Whilst we will do our best to assist, we cannot guarantee that
we will be able to meet your requested change. Where we can meet a
request, all changes will be subject to payment of an administration fee
of $60 NZD per person per change as well as any applicable rate
changes or extra costs incurred as well as any costs incurred by
ourselves and any costs or charges incurred or imposed by any of our
suppliers. You should be aware that these costs could increase the
closer to the departure date that changes are made and you should
contact us as soon as possible. Where we are unable to assist you and
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you do not wish to proceed with the original booking we will treat this as
a cancellation by you. A cancellation fee may be payable. 

If any member of your party is prevented from travelling, that person(s)
may transfer their place to someone else (introduced by you and
satisfying all the conditions applicable to the arrangements) providing
we are notified not less than 28 days before departure and you pay an
amendment fee of $60 NZD per person transferring, meet all costs and
charges incurred by us and/or incurred or imposed by any of our
suppliers and the transferee agrees to these booking conditions and all
other terms of the contract between us. If you are unable to find a
replacement, cancellation charges as set out will apply in order to cover
our estimated costs. Otherwise, no refunds will be given for passengers
not travelling or for unused services.

Note: Certain arrangements may not be amended or transferred
after they have been confirmed and any alteration could incur a
cancellation charge of up to 100% of that part of the arrangements. 

17. If You Cancel
If you or any member of your party decides to cancel your confirmed
booking you must notify us in writing. Your notice of cancellation will only
take effect when it is received in writing by us at our offices and will be
effective from the date on which we receive it. We recommend that you
use recorded delivery. 

As we and our suppliers incur costs from the time we confirm your
booking, the following charges will apply: If cancellation is received prior
to or on Balance Due Date, your deposit will be retained. Except in the
case where a non-refundable fare has been booked, when the entire
fare amount will be retained. If cancellation is received after Balance Due
Date, then your deposit will be retained, together with all costs and
charges incurred by us and/or incurred or imposed by any of our
suppliers as a result. In the event that only one element of a confirmed
booking is cancelled a $60 NZD cancellation charge will be applied to
your booking together with all costs and charges as detailed above.

Should you wish to make any changes to your confirmed arrangements,
you must notify us as soon as possible. Whilst we will endeavour to
assist, we cannot guarantee any such requests will be met. Where they
can be met, an amendment fee of $60 NZD per booking will be payable
together with any costs incurred by ourselves, and any costs or charges
incurred or imposed by any of our suppliers. 

Cancellations: The lead name must confirm in writing all cancellations
made before your holiday departure date. No action will be taken by us
until we have received your written instructions. You are strongly
advised to send such notification by recorded delivery as we cannot be
responsible for non-receipt of written instructions.

The following cancellation fees (including the amount of the deposit) are
payable. Amendment charges are non-refundable in all cases. 

•   More than 12 weeks: deposit only

•   Between 4 – 12 weeks before departure: 40% of the total
    holiday cost

•   Between 2 – 4 weeks before departure: 70% of the total
    holiday cost

•   Less than 2 weeks before departure: 100% of the total
    holiday cost

Alteration and cancellation of travel bookings: changes, alterations and
cancellations of ferry or other transport operator bookings are subject to
their own terms and conditions and cancellation charges are likely to be
payable to them in addition to any Belle France amendment fees.

18. If We Make a Change or Cancel Your Package Holiday
We start planning the arrangements that we offer many months in
advance. Occasionally, we have to make changes to and correct errors
in our brochure and other details both before and after bookings have
been confirmed, and can cancel confirmed bookings. Whilst we always
endeavour to avoid changes and cancellations, we must reserve the
right to do so. However, we will only cancel your confirmed
arrangements after the date the balance of the cost of your holiday is
due where you have failed to comply with any requirement of these
booking conditions entitling us to cancel (such as paying on time), where
we are forced to do so as a result of Force Majeure as defined in clause
10, or where minimum numbers for any tour or other arrangement as
advertised in our brochure or on our website, are not reached by 8
weeks prior to the date of departure.

Most changes are minor. Occasionally, we have to make a “significant
change”. “Significant changes” include the following changes when
made before departure; a change of accommodation area for the whole
or a major part of the time you are away, a change of outward departure
time or overall length of time you are away of twelve or more hours, or
a change of UK departure point to one which is more inconvenient for
you. If we have to make a significant change or cancel, we will tell you
as soon as possible. If there is time to do so before departure, we will
offer you the choice of the following options:

(a) (For significant changes) accepting the changed arrangements or

(b) Purchasing alternative arrangements from us, of a similar standard 
and cost to that originally booked if available or

(c) Cancelling or accepting the cancellation in which case you will 
     receive a full and prompt refund of all monies you have paid to us.

Please note, the above options are not available where any change
made is a minor one. Examples of “minor changes” include the following
when made before departure: any change in the advertised identity of
the carrier(s), ferry timings, and/or ferry type; a change of outward
departure time or overall length of your holiday of twelve hours or less;
a change of accommodation to another of the same standard or
classification. If we have to make a significant change or cancel after the
date on which the balance of the cost of your arrangements is due we
will pay you a reasonable level of compensation.

Please note – compensation will not be payable and no liability beyond
offering the above mentioned choices can be accepted where we are
forced to make a change or cancel as a result of unusual and
unforeseeable circumstances beyond our control. No compensation will
be payable and the above options will not be available if we cancel as a
result of your failure to comply with any requirement of these booking
conditions entitling us to cancel (such as paying on time).

In all cases, our liability for significant changes and cancellations is
limited to offering you the above mentioned options and, where
applicable, reasonable compensation payments.

We regret we cannot pay any expenses, costs or losses incurred by you
as a result of any change or cancellation. No compensation is payable
for minor changes or where we make a significant change or cancel
before the date on which the balance of your arrangements is due.

Please note: where arrangements with a higher price than the original
arrangements is offered by us and accepted by you, the difference in
price will be deducted from any compensation payable. In no case will
we pay compensation if arrangements are offered by us and accepted
by you with a higher price than that originally booked in the same
location and where no additional payment is made by you. 

If we become unable to provide a significant proportion of the services
that you have booked with us after you have departed, we will make
alternative arrangements for you at no extra charge and, if appropriate
in all the circumstances, will pay you reasonable compensation.

19. Our Responsibilities to You in respect of
Package Holidays
(1)We will accept responsibility for the arrangements we agree to
provide or arrange for you as an “organiser” under the Package Travel,
Package Holidays and Package Tours Regulations 1992 as set out
below. Subject to these booking conditions, if we or our suppliers
negligently perform or arrange the services which we are obliged to
provide for you under our contract with you, as set out on your
confirmation invoice, we will pay you reasonable compensation. The
level of such compensation will be calculated taking into consideration
all relevant factors such as but not limited to: following the complaints
procedure as described in these conditions and the extent to which
ours or our employees’ or suppliers’ negligence affected the overall
enjoyment of your tour. Please note that it is your responsibility to show
that we or our supplier(s) have been negligent if you wish to make a
claim against us.

(2)We will not be responsible or pay you compensation for any injury,
illness, death, loss, damage, expense, cost or other claim of any
description if it results from:

(a) the act(s) and/or omission(s) of the person(s) affected; or

(b) the act(s) and/or omission(s) of a third party unconnected with the
provision of the services contracted for and which were unforeseeable
or unavoidable; or

(c) unusual or unforeseeable circumstances beyond ours or our
supplier(s) control, the consequences of which could not have been
avoided even if all due care had been exercised; or

(d)an event which either ourselves or suppliers could not, even with all
due care, have foreseen or forestalled.

(3)We limit the amount of compensation we may have to pay you if we
are found liable under this clause:

(a) loss of and/or damage to any luggage or personal possessions and
money, 

The maximum amount we will have to pay you in respect of these claims
is an amount equivalent to the excess on your insurance policy which
applies to this type of loss per person in total because you are assumed
to have adequate insurance in place to cover any losses of this kind.

(b)Claims not falling under (a) above and which don’t involve injury,
illness or death

The maximum amount we will have to pay you in respect of these claims
is twice the price paid by or on behalf of the person(s) affected in total.
This maximum amount will only be payable where everything has gone
wrong and you or your party has not received any benefit at all from your
booking. 

(c) Claims in respect of international travel by air, sea and rail, or any stay
in a hotel 

i) The extent of our liability will in all cases be limited as if we were carriers
under the appropriate Conventions, which include The
Warsaw/Montreal Convention (international travel by air); The Athens
Convention (with respect to sea travel); The Berne/Cotif Convention
(with respect to rail travel) and The Paris Convention (with respect to
hotel arrangements). You can ask for copies of these Conventions from
our offices. Please contact us. In addition, you agree that the operating
carrier or transport company’s own ‘Conditions of Carriage’ will apply to
you on that journey. When arranging transportation for you, we rely on
the terms and conditions contained within these international
conventions and those ‘Conditions of Carriage’. You acknowledge that
all of the terms and conditions contained in those ‘Conditions of
Carriage’ form part of your contract with us, as well as with the transport
company and that those ‘Conditions of Carriage’ shall be deemed to be
included by reference into this contract. 

ii) In any circumstances in which a carrier is liable to you by virtue of the
Denied Boarding Regulation 2004, any liability we may have to you
under our contract with you, arising out of the same facts, is limited to
the remedies provided under the Regulation as if (for this purpose only)
we were a carrier. 

iii) When making any payment, we are entitled to deduct any money
which you have received or are entitled to receive from the transport
provider or hotelier for the complaint or claim in question.

(4) It is a condition of our acceptance of liability under this clause that you
notify any claim to ourselves and our supplier(s) strictly in accordance
with the complaints procedure set out in these conditions. 

(5)Where any payment is made, the person(s) receiving it (and their
parent or guardian if under 18 years) must also assign to ourselves or
our insurers any rights they may have to pursue any third party and must
provide ourselves and our insurers with all assistance we may
reasonably require. 

(6)Please note, we cannot accept any liability for any damage, loss or
expense or other sum(s) of any description: (a) which on the basis of the
information given to us by you concerning your booking prior to our
accepting it, we could not have foreseen you would suffer or incur if we
breached our contract with you; or (b) relate to any business. 

(7)We will not accept responsibility for services or facilities which do not
form part of our agreement or where they are not advertised in our
brochure. For example any excursion you book whilst away, or any
service or facility which your hotel or any other supplier agrees to
provide for you. 

20. Delays 
We regret we are not in a position to offer you any assistance in the
event of delay at your outward or homeward point of departure, but any
transport operator concerned may however provide refreshments etc.
We will not be liable for any delay, however, EU Passenger Rights
Regulations may entitle you to compensation from the transport
operator under certain specific circumstances.

21. Financial Security 
The Package Travel, Package Holidays and Package Tours Regulations
1992 require us to provide security for the monies that you pay for your
chosen arrangements and for your repatriation (where applicable) in the
event of our insolvency. For these purposes, we protect money that you
have paid us in relation to non air-package holidays, by way of The
Holiday Trust Fund, which was established in accordance with the
above regulations and which holds funds in trust to cover the value of
members holidays that have not be taken at any point in the year.

22. Insurance 
As noted in clause 5 of these Terms and Conditions, it is a condition of
booking with us that you have adequate travel insurance in place. For
some Package holiday bookings where we act as Organiser, we may
require you to provide details of your alternative insurance cover. Where
you are asked to provide such details, we will not check the suitability of
the policy and it will remain your responsibility to ensure your chosen
insurance policy is adequate for your needs. 

SECTION C: AGENCY BOOKINGS
This section applies to bookings we make for you when acting as
agent. Please read this section in conjunction with Section A of
these Booking Conditions.

23.Your Contract
When making your booking we will arrange for you to enter into a
contract with the supplier named on your booking confirmation. As an
agent we accept no responsibility for the acts or omissions of the
supplier or for the services provided by the supplier. The supplier’s
Terms & Conditions will apply to your booking and we advise you to
read these carefully as they do contain important information about your
booking. Please ask us for copies of these if you do not have them.

24. Cancellation and Amendment
Any cancellation or amendment request must be sent to us in writing,
by email, fax or post, and will take effect from the day we receive it.
Please ensure that you have received written confirmation of any
changes to your booking prior to travel. Amendments and cancellations
can only be accepted in accordance with the terms and conditions of
the supplier of your arrangements. The supplier may charge the
cancellation or amendment charges shown in their booking conditions
(which may be as much as 100% of the cost of the travel arrangements
and will normally increase closer to the date of departure). 

In addition we may ask you to pay an administration fee of $60 NZD per
person for any amendments. You will be notified of the exact charges at
the time of amendment or cancellation and it is recommended that you
contact us prior to amendment or cancellation in order to confirm the
charges applicable. 

25. Changes or Cancellations by the Supplier
We will inform you of any changes or cancellations made by the supplier
as soon as reasonably possible. If the supplier offers alternative
arrangements or a refund, you will need to let us know your choice
within the stipulated time frame. If you fail to do so the supplier is entitled
to assume you wish to receive a full refund. We accept no liability for any
changes or cancellations made to your arrangements by the supplier
under your contract with them.

26. Our Responsibility for Your Booking 
Your contract is with the supplier and its booking conditions apply. As
agent, we accept no responsibility for the actual provision of the
arrangements. Our responsibilities are limited to making the booking in
accordance with your instructions. We accept no responsibility for any
information about the arrangements that we pass on to you in good
faith. However, in the event that we are found liable to you on any basis
whatsoever, our maximum liability to you is limited to twice the cost of
the commission earned in relation to your booking (or the appropriate
proportion of this if not everyone on the booking is affected). We do not
exclude or limit any liability for death or personal injury that arises as a
result of our negligence or that of any of our employees whilst acting in
the course of their employment.
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www.facebook.com/BelleFranceHolidays @BelleFrance

Spelmonden Old Oast, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 1HE, United Kingdom

Tel (09) 889 1580
E-mail enquiries@bellefrance.com

www.bellefrance.com
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