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FOREWORD,

,

No. 2

T J:lE British Gliding Association has Hl,a,de cO~lsiderablc pro/?rcss since the
Issue of the first number of the Journal. Jlte dIrect membershIp h<ls increased'
10 150, the Affiliated Clubs to 20. The Demonstrations of Soaring Flight

during the months of June and July increased the membership of the associated
clubs very considerably. j'V[orc than onc club gained 40 members as a direct result
of the attendance at the demonstrations. A few clubs did not take steps to avail
themselves of this opportunity_

EDITOR.

SECRETARIAL ARRANGEMENTS,

Members are advised that a change has been made in our secretarial arrange'
ments. Mr. Howard-Flanders has resigned the Secretaryship, and has been
elected a member of the Council and will undertake the Editorship of the Journal.
Mr. J. L. R. \lV!aplington has been appointed Secretary.

All communications should,. therefore, be in future addressed to Mr. Wapling
tOI1, as Secretary of the Association.

GLIDING CERTIFICATES ISSUED BY THE ROYAL AERONAUTICAL

CLUB.

"A" "B" "C" ",\" "B" "C"

C. H. Lowe-Wr1de ". 30-3-30
C. E·. J_iltilllel'-Need.hom 30-3-30
M. D. Manton 24-5-30
~L L. lIlcCulloch 24-5-30
G. ~J. Buxtoll ." 24-5-30
rNO. E. J,UC{\Ij Mole 7-6-30
C. A. Pl"ioo 21-6-30
D. 11. T. MOl'land 30-7-30
Col. The Master of

Sempill n' 7-6-30

8-6-30
1~3(} 7-6-30
7-6·30 ,-6-30

13-6-30
26-7-30

'·f)-30 14-6·30

'9

.T. R. Ashwell-Cooke 2(}.7-30
A. Goodfellow 26-7-30
Mis~ D. J. BI'ndbr'Ooke 1-8-30
'1'. G. Humby 28·,-30
L. C. Willillms 3)·7-30
H. J\. Abdal1nll 1·8-30
P. :Michclson 26-7-30
F. B. Tomkius 2,.7-:10
E. C. S. ~lellaw 1-8-30
B. A. G. ".\r{}:>,(l~ 27-7-3(1

3-8-30



GLIDING CLUBS.

Affiliated to the British Glidiog Association.

Channel Gliding Club,
R.A.F.,

Hawkinge,
Nr. Folkestone.

Dorset Gliding Club,
4, Derby Street,

Weymouth.

Driffield & District Gliding Club,
The School House,

Gembling, •
Driffield, Yorks.

Dumfries & District Gliding Club,
ThornJea,

Rotchell Park,
Dumfries.

Lincoln Gliding Club r
The Manor House,

Cherry Willingham, Lincoln.

London Gliding Club,
44a, Dover Street,

London, \,V.I.

Ylanchcster Gliding Club,
" Cyntra," Poplar Road,

Didsbury, Manchester.

Oxford and County Gliding Club,
Brasenose Farm,

Cowley, Oxford.

Portsmouth & Southsea Gliding Club,
9,. King's Terrace,

Southsea.

Southdown Skysailing Club,
14, Brunswick Street East,

Brighton.

Sail-Plane Club of T.M.A.C.,
404, King's Road,

Chelsea, S. W.

Scarborough Gliding Club,
Harcourt Chambers,.

St. Nicholas Cliff,
Scarborough.

Essex Gliding Club,
20r Badlis Road,

Walthamstow,
Essex.

Harrogate Gliding Club,
The White House,

Starheck,
Harrogate.

IIklcy & District Gliding Club,
The Red Lion Hotel,

South Stanley,
Nr. Harrogate.

South Essex Gliding Club,
'9. The Pavement,

Chadwcll Heath.

Imperial College of Science Gliding Club,
Exhibition Road,

Kensington, S. W.7.

Kent Gliding Club,
14, King Street,

Maidstone.

3°

Surrey Gliding Club,
24, Woodbridgc Hill Gardcl1~.

Guildford.

Worthing & District Gliding Club.
24, Ripley Road,

West Worthing.



DEMONSTRATIONS IN SOARING 1~L1GHT

BY HEIlIl KIlONFELD.

T
HE Council of the British Gliding Association decided that the best way to
advance the interests of the Glidinl.f movement in the British Isles would be
to approach the Rhon Rossitten Gesellschaft and obtain the services of a
first class sail-plane pilot, to give demonstrations of soaring flight.

The German Association very kindly offered the services of Herr Kronfeld
and hi!S sail-plane the" \:Vein " to the British Gliding Association. Arrnngements
were made for Herr Kronfekl to give demonst"ations in June. It was found that
The Daily Express had chosen the same method of introducing the sport to this
country and had secured Herr Magersuppc and a standard "Professor" type
sail-plane for demonstrations. It was only when it was discovered that the Itford
Hill had been selected for both pilots that The British Gliding Association and
The Daily Express became aware of each other's plans.

Fortunately the Chairman, 1\Ir. Gordon England, and Colonel The Master of
Sempill were able to arrange for the demonstration to be run jointly under the
management of Messrs. Woolfe and Lucas.

Herr Kronfeld arrived in London on May 28th. He was entertained by Colonel
the )"(aster of Sempill to lunch at the· Royal Aeronautical Society where he was in
troduced to the other guests :-Lieut. Col. Mervyn O'Gorman, Mr. Handley Page,
Capt. Entwistle, Or. Merton, Herr van Scherpenberg, Mr. Woolfe. Herr Flinsch,
secretary to Herr Kronfeld, ,md Mr. L. Howard-Flanders, secretary of the British
Gliding Association, were also present.

In the evening Herr Kronfeid, Mr. Gordon England, nnd Colonel the Master
of SempilJ were entertained to dinner by Air Vice-Marshnl Srir Sefton Brnncker.

On 29th Colonel the Master of Sempill very kindly arranged for a Bluebird
to be placed at the disposal of Herr Kronfeld, who wa!S flown from Heston via
Ivinghoe Beacon, \,yinchester, Amberley, Itford, Lenham Cross,. back to Heston.
In the evening Herr Kronfeld lectured to the Kent Gliding Club at ~1aidstone.

On June 5th a press demonstration was given at hford. Both pilots ga\'c good
demonstrations to the press and many photographs were tnken.

On Saturday, ith June, the wind at hford was due North and of suffieienc
strength to ensure good soaring.

The London Gliding Club brought the Pruning Glider, purchased from the
Association on hjre purchase terms. The Kent Club brought their glider of which
they are justly proud, designed by Mr. Lowe-Wylde, built by the Club Members.
the tirst " Zogling" type glider to fly in Englnnd and which secured the first Glider
Pilot's Certificate" A " for its designel', thus ensuring that the first Gliding Club
lo start in England had the fir~t qualified instructor in i'llr. Lowe-Wyldc. This
glider arrived on ils trailer, which has become a familiar sight on the roads ill Kent,
having travelled over a thousand miles this year. The British Gliding Association
had a primary training glider built by the H.. F.D. Co., so that members could ob
tain some instruction at times when Herr KrO:lfeld was not otherwise engaged.

3'

•



The afternoon started off with a flight of Hen- Magcrsuppe of over two hours,
followed by Herr Kronfeld at about 5 p.m., who made a flight of nearly 3 hours,
attaining a height of 2,500 feet above Itford Hill.

Earlier in the day Cnpt. Latimer Ncedham made a flight of 22 minutes on the
R.F.D. primary training glider, reaching a height of nearly lOO feet above the top
of the hill. He was not able to land on the hilJ and glided to the bottom. Later on
he l'ook Ollt the PruAing and qualified for his" C " Certificate with a flight of over
an hour. Later in the day !I'Jr. Marcus Manton qualified for his" C" Certificate
with a flight of 16 minutes. Mr. Buxton was the next to q.ualify for his" C" Cer
tificate with an excellent performance on the Prufling in which he did banked turns
and made ~ome of the spectators fear that he might stall, but the rising air current
was strong enough to support anything.

On Sunday morning Herr Kronfeld gave a course of instruction on the R.F.D.
O"lider and Flight Lieut. Fox-Barrett qualified for his" A "certificate. The Kent
>
Club Glider was being uscd most of the day but in the evening it met with a com-
plete crash. However Kent has always lived up to " Invicta" and by working
all night, club members were able to see' the glider take the <lir by noon on Monday.
The wind \Va~ not so suitable as on Saturday, but both Herr Kronfe1d and Herr
Magersuppe made numerous soaring Rights of over half an hour.

Monday, gth June, the wind was Ruky from the \iVest, and soaring Right was
almost impossible. Herr Magersuppc made a forced landing at the foot of the
hill but Herr Krotl£eld was able to maintain his altitude and made some fine Rig-hts
returning to the starting point. The demonstrations were continued on the
Tuesday but a heavy mist prevented flying.

The following- week-end, the J4th and 1 sth,. the demonstrations were again
at Itford; on Saturday the wind was again Northerly but very light. A small
amount of primary training was done and a few short soaring Rights were made
by the sail-plane pilots.

On Sunday the win~ freshened towards the evening and Col. the Master of
Sempill qualified for his" C" Glider Pilot's Certifkate. Both sail-plane pilots
gave some good exhibitions. At 5-!J0 Herr Kronfeld set off across the country; first
he Rew almost due North, gaining height over Glynde Hill. He then disappeared
in a North-Westerly direction, and flew via Petersfiekl to Bedhampton Hill near
Portsmouth, a dist-ance of about So miles in a straight line.

The week-end, 2Jst and nnd June, the demonstrations were at South Hart_
ing; the wind was light and from a South-vVesterly direction. The hill was not
suitable for this wind, conscquently the sail-plane!; were only able to make pro
longed glides. Some instruction was given on the R.F.D. glider and the Prufling.

The demonstrations, which had been managed jointly by the British Gliding
Association and the Daily Express, were now taken over by the British Glidin!;'
Association, and were continued on the 28th and 29th June in conjunction with
the Channel Gliding Club, on 5th and 6th July in conjunction with the Dorset
Gliding Club, on 9th and JOth July in conjunction with the IlkJey Gliding Club
and the Harrogate Gliding Club, and on the 11th and 12th in conjunction with
the Scarborough Gliding Club.

Thc report of these events will be found in the club notices if recclvcd ill
time to be included in this number of the Journal.
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DEMONSTIlATION OF SOAIlING FLIGHT BEFOIlE H.Il.H. THE PIlINCE

OF WALES, BY HEIlIl KIlONFELD. ON 15th JULY.

H
R. H. The Prince of \"'"ales had for some time expressed a keen desire la

sce Herr K.ronfeld's exhibitions of Soa~ing Flight, and His Royal High
ness had tned to attend onc of the public Demonstrations. Unfortunately
his engagements prevented this. The British Gliding Association,

therefore, arranged to give him a private Demonstration at a date, time, and place
convenient to His Royal Hcghness. His Royal Highness made it a condition that
the Demonstration should be kept as st:(Cret as possib!le as he wished to enjoy the
Demonstration unfettered by a large crowd; therefore great care was taken to
prevent a leakage of information as la when and where this Demonstration should
lake place. Ivinghoe Beacon was selected as being the most convenient site and
arrangements were made for a Demonstation to be given in, the afternoon, Tuesday
the 15th July. Colonel The Master of 5empill, with his usuat energy and organ;
ising power and tact, made all the arrangements with His Royal Highness.

On the morning of the day in question Herr Kronfeld, The Master of Sempill,
and Mr. Cordon England went out and inspected the site, arranging final details,
and finding the weather suitable, a telephone message was sent to the Royal house·
hold statin;g that everything was in readiness. In the afternoon His Royal
Highness was flown down to Ivinghoe Beacon, landing on the field at the bottom of
the Beacon, the machine being piloted by Lieut. Armour. Here he was met by
Colonel The Master of Sempill, Sir Sefron Brancker, who had flown down, and Air
Commodore Bonham-Carter. Accompanying the Prince of \;Vales was Lord Louis
Mountbatten. The Prince proceeded to another field at the bottom of the Beacon
and there had presented to him,. Herr Kroofeld, Mr. Gordon England, Captain
Latimer Neeoham, .\Ir. Ashwcll-Cooke, ;\Ir. Lowe \\Tylde, and the Members of the
London Gliding Club who had sportingly volunteered to give up the day and act
as a Launching Team. A Demonstration was then given by Capt. Needham on
the Zoglin, and Lieut. Fielden was then offered an opportunity to make a flight,
which was his first experience of a glider. A successful short flight was made,
showing that Lieut. Fielden had complete grasp of the controls of the glider, and
it was decided to get him to make a test for his" A " Certificate from the top of
the Beacon. At this poinl of lhe proceedings His Royal Highness was so enthu
siastic and interested that he asked Sir Sefton Brancker lO lend his machine and
pilot for the purpose of going over to Hendon Aerodrome and picking up Prince
Ceorge, whom the Prince felt would be equally interested to see the gliding.
This was at once done. Meanwhile the party proceeded to the top of the Beacon.

Lieut. Fielden was then launched for his" A " Certificate, and made a very
pretty, well judged, flight of 48 seconds which was in every w~IY a very finished
performance. Sho,tly after this, Prince GeOl·ge arrived, and Herr Kronfeld took
up the Prufling, kindly lent for lhe occasion by the Daily E.xpress, and although
there was not sufficient wind for So.aring Flight, gave a very pretty exhibition,
gradually losing height but landing on the side of the Beacon. Lieut. Fieldcn
was then sent off on the Prufling to make his filSl flight all that machine, :l
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masterly exhibition doing turns, and finally bringing the machine to. rest with.a
side-slipped landing in a field at the bottom of the Beacon,. af,t~r I.lavl,~g been. In

the air for 83 seconds. Then Herr Kronfeld took up hIs VVJen, the Wind

being only just sufficient to enable him to soar, and for several minutes he had a
very han1 struggle to kecp his altitude. As he flew backwards and! forwards
alono- the face of the Beacon, struggling to gain height, he ca:rr;jed O{l a conversa"
tion ~vith the Prince of W~les, much to His Royal Hig.hness's deljght. Presently
Herr Kronfe1d was able to pick up an area of ascending current which enabled him
to gain considerable height, and he made an impressive flight lasting a little over
20 minutes, and landing on the spot from which he had taken ofT.

H.R.H. The Prince of VvaJes, Prince George and Lord Louis Mountbattcn
were most enthusiastic, and thoroughly enjoyed every minute of the Demonstra
tion. Herr Kronfeld was able to show His Royal Highness some of the diagrams
and illustrations for his new book, in which the Prince was extremely interested.
At the conclusion of the afternoon's proceedings Capt. Needham made a flight
from the top of the Beacon on the Zoglin machine for the edification of Prince
George, who had missed that part of the performance.

Herr Kronfeld made a further Ilight on the ""Vien," landing in the field
beside the Prince's aeroplane, and bid him good-bye there.

Both the Prince of Wales and Prince George departed by. air, and before doing.
so expressed their keen appreciation of everything that they had seen, and assured
everyone that they had had a most enjoyable afternoon's entertainment. They
were obviously impressed with the possibilities of Soaring Flight, and realised' its
national significance. In all the Princes spent about three hours at lvinghoc,
and as far as could be observed,. were thol'Oughly interested in all proceedings
during the whole of that time.

So well was the secret of the visit kept that no more than a handful of on
lookers were present, and the Princes were able to move about with complete
freedom, which undoubtedly added greatly to their enjoyment.

CLUB REPORTS.

DIUFFIEI.D AND DISTIUCT GLIDING CLUB.

T
HE Driffield & District Gliding Club was formed by a small group of cn
thlsiasts with the idea of operating on the Yorksl~ire \"'.ol.ds, an~ it was
proposed to draw members from the towns of the East Rldlllg which have
no intention of forming their own local clubs.

From the outset the club has made steady progress and has obtained the
support of several \Vell~known and influential East Riding gentlemen. It may be
well to mention the names of the officcr~ because all are enthusiasts and anyone
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of thcm will ~c h~ppy to supply dctails of tl.1C consti.lulion of the club to intcnding
mcmbers. SIr RIchard Sykes, Barl., Presldcnt; SIr ArlhUI' Atkinson, Major A.
N. Braithwaite, M.P.~ G. Van Trump, Esq., T. J. Burlon, Esq., Thos. Hohby.
Esq., C. \'Yright, Esq.. Sqdn. Ldr. R. Harrison, VY. Mallinson, Esq., Vice
Presidents; Or. E. H. i\lilner (Chair), Professor Palmer, 01'. Stenhouse Stewart,
R. C. Sice, Esq., H. E. Dixon, Esq., \V. W. Southal1. Esq., 1- Young, Esq.
(ho~. treas.), and R. G. Spencer, Esq. (hon. sec.), Committee.

i\lembership is not restricted and ladies are admitted to either non-flying
or full flying membership and a participation in the weekly Tuesday evening
discussions which are held at 8 p.m. in the Keys Hotel, Driffield. SUbscription
is 30/~ plus 10/6 entrance fee. Non-flying members 10/6.

It was at first decided to build a glider of Zogling type, and after the secretary
had personally consulted with i'lr. Howard-Flanders of the British Gliding Asso
ciation, plans were obtained and the probable time of construction was estimated.
Abollt this time the membership of the club increased to thc mark where purchase
of a glider might be contcmplated and it was decided to order a machine. Delivery
of this has been promised for the middle of July and cnthusias;m has been stimu_
lated both by this fact' and the progress of the Scarborough Club, who are com
paratively near neighbours.

Several suggested gliding sites in the district have been inspected and the
district around Shirendale appears to hold rich possibilities for sail-plane work.
Up to the time of writing this article the choice of a ground for' elementary
gliding seems to rest between a fairly flat site at Nafferlon and a safe" medium
hop" field near Coltam.

Since the main objects of the Driffield & District Club arc" to encourage air
mindedness and interest in aeronautics through the medium of gliding," it is
incumbent upon us to get going at all costs and show the" threshold huggers"

. that gliders really can take the air even in the hands of novil."Cs, and in a perfectly
safe fashion too. Hence the decision to purchase rather than build our first
glider.

Much interest has been aroused locally by the appearance of several of our
members flying club pennants in the form of <' sausage" wind indicators from
some conspicuous part of their cars or motor cycles. \:Ve undcrstand that onc
member is anxiOlls to have one fixed on hi!! lawn mower, whilst another proposed
advertising the elub by adding onc to his push bike. W'e recommend th~ idca
-of club "sausage" pennants, not push bike advcrtisement-to th~ notice of
other clubs as a source of revenue. Lady members wil1 find the makmg of pen
nants a simple matter, the lettering can be entrusted to the c~ub p~blic~ty man.
The metal fittings are" pie" to the engineer and the treasurcr WIll dcllght Jll count
ing in the dol1ars.

Wc wouldn't likc you to think that wc spend al1 Ollr time thinking out stl1~ts

but our club toast" BelleI' gliding! " and our corrc!ipondcnce tag" Yours aIr
mindedly" may commend themselves in your eyes.

R. G. SPENCER, Hon. Sec.
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THE LONDON GLIDING CLUB.

T
HE club commenced operations on level grolln~l. at Guildford, wherc~ on ~he

first day the twO Club airCf:lft, a Dagnall A. 1.1. and a German ZOg"hng
were flown by some twenty memhc!s. Amongst those who f1c.~ were.l.'he
i\(aster of Sempill; i\'!r. Gordon England, Chairman of the Bntlsh Gliding

Association' Flight.Licuts. Atcherley and Stainforth, of Schneider Trophy fame;
Capt. Needilam, i\'Ir. Marcus Manton, and others. Mtcr these preliminary trials
the Club moved to Ivinghoc, near Tring, and therlceforward has made steady pro
Q"(ess. Several members quickly qualified for their ,. A " and" B" Glider pilot
~erlificates and so at the beginning of JWlC a Kegel " Prufling" was Qdded to the
Club fleet.' This was senl to the RG.A. demonstrations at Itford Hill, Sussex,
and there, after a little instruction from Herr Krorlfeld, Capt. Needham took up
the ., Prulling" and stayed up for one hour eleven minutes, thereby qualifying
for the first" C" glider pilot's certificate to be issued in this country. Mr. Maycus
:\1anton and Mr. Buxton both took up this machine afterwards, and also qualified
for their" C" certificates. Col. the Master of Sempill, another Club member, also
qualified for this certificate the followin'g week~end. Since our return to Ivinghoe
the instructional side for the benefit of ab initio members has been continued. and
several such members are now nearing the "A" certificate standard. At the
time of writing the Club has just ordered a two-seater machine from Germany,
and it is hoped that this wiJl be in commission very shortly.

The Club now also- has its first private owner, Capt. Needham, whose sailplane,
" The .L\lbalross," was built to his own design, and although this machine has not
)'ct been fully tried out. owing to the weather conditions, it has already shown
itself to be a very h~h·efficiency low wind sailplane. No report of the Club's
activities would be complete without paying tribute to the large amount of time
which has been given to the Club by Capt. Needham and Mr. Marcus Manton and
it is undoubtedly due to their tremendous efforts that th~ Club has made such ~apid
progress.

i\'lembership continues to increase at a satisfactory rate, but there are still a
number of vacancies before thc yearly quota is reached, and those interested should
communicate with the Secrctary, the London Gliding Club, 44a, Dover Strcet, W. I.

THE OXFOllD AND COUNTY GLIDING CLUB.

T
HIS Club was founded in April of this year, and since its form:llion has
mad~ v~ry satisfaC10? progress.. It has ovc]' forty active membc]'s" and
apphcatlOl1S and enqulflcs are bClllg rcceived daily. On the formation of
the Club, the construction of a Dickson Glider was commenced, and is now

nearing the stages of compJctio~.. The C~llb, ho\~cver, also has a Zoghng Glidcr
and has alrcady commenced tralnlllg on thIS machmc.



The first flying meeting was held on the "':llld of Ju e h 'I 'I
f I L I erd' - n • w cn I" f. 1\ arcus

Manton, 0 t le on< on I 109 Club, very kindly came down to instruct and
demonstrate on the use of the machine.

The Club has adopted the policy of making haste 1 I' cl '
cl b . I .. sow Y In regar toflyJOg

an mcm ers Wit lout prevIous f1YlOg experience arc . d I'd '
ha\'c thoroughly mastered the OOntrol~ and have :;J.ve~ gro~n. 5 I cs until they
tilkc the machine in the air. ' g Ine su elenl confidence to

It ·was t~1011ght that by ad?pling this policy the training would b~ thorall h
and that no time would be lost In training due to' 'd h ' g ,

I 'I . "CCI enls to t e machme arld theresu llOg ass of lime spent on repairs. •

T~e Club has met with considerable support locally, and has enjoyed the co
operation of both the public and the press.

h At presen.t the crub is gliding at week-ends only. so a~ not to interferl.' with
I e progress In the ~nstruction of the Dickson Glider, on which many of the
m~mbers ~pend all their f.ree eve~in~s: Mr. Marcus Manton very closely inspected
tIllS machlOe on the occasIon o~ hIS VISIt to US, and il was described by him as bein
one ~~ the best exa~ples of gilder construction he has yet seen. g

I he Secretary IS Mr. E. \"'alpole, Brasenose Farm Cowley Oxford and
membership of the Club is open to any person elected by the memb;rs. '

PO~TSMOUTtI AND SOUTtlSEA GLIDING CLUD,

T
HE Portsmouth and Southsea Gliding Club was formed on June 6th, :lb :l
Meeting held in the Banqueting Room, Guildhall, Portsmouth, by kind
permission of the Lord ~la)"or, who also presided at the Meeting. 'Vie had
the pleasure of the company of Mr. Gordon England at this ~[eeting. who

gave us a very interestio,!;" and instructive address, embracing all the facts and
possibilities of a Gliding Club. We had the additional pleasure of a short address
by Herr Robert Kronfeld, and he gave us most interesting information in connec
lion with his experiences in Soaring and Gliding.

At the conclusion of this Meeting a resolution was passed and carried unani·
mously that Portsmouth should have a Gliding Club. We received numerous
applications for membership, and held our second rv(eeting of Members only, on
the I~th June. Our Agenda consisted of adoptin.~ the Rules ana !'egulations, and
this was arranged with one or two minor adjustments. \o\le were again fortunate
in obtaining Herr Kronfeld to give us a lantern lecture, which was thoroughly
enjoyed by everyone, as we had a' very enthusiastic Meeting of " would be Gliders."
Our first Glider was on view at thiS; meeting, and it was proposed and carried tlhat
we commence our new sport on the following Monday, 23rd June.

Portsmouth has therefore commenced this new sport wilh great enthusiasm,
and we hope we shall be well to the fore at no distant date.

We have now made numel'ous Aights, and our Membership totals practic311y
125, so lhat we hope to be doing great things in the future.
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THE CHANNEL GLIDING CLUB.

Contributed by Eric D. Palmcr, Channel Gliding Club.

T
HE Channel Gliding Club is now nrmly established with a. men.1bershi.p. uf
over a hundred members. The Club is in a very strong nnanCla\ posItIOn
mainly owing to the manner in which the demonstration on June 29th, at
whch Herr Kronfeld and Herr i\'!agersuppe gave sail-planing exhibitions, was

organised: The meeting showed a profir of over £4°, and a contribution to the
funds of The British Gliding Association was forwarded to Mr. Gordon England.
In reply, Mr. Gordon England complimcnted the Committee upon the splendid
organisation, and considered the meeting the most ably conducted yet held in this
country. The attendance was upwards of 8,000.

The history of the formation of the Club makes interesting reading. At a
Committee meeting of the Folkestone Motor Club held on April 7th, 1930, the
question of gliding was raised. As Honorary Secretary, lvlr. E. D. Palmer was
asked to obtain any information available and report the nndings at the next meet
ing. This meeting, held on May 7th, after a long discussion on the information
laid before them, obtained from the B.G.A., passed the following resolution,
" ... That the formation. of a Gliding Section or Club is not within the province
of this Committee, owing to the indefinite initial expense, and not coming within
the objects of the Club as defined in the Rules, and the probability at the under
taking becoming too large to become incorporated in the Club. This Committee
will give every assistance to assist the formation of a. Gliding Club."

Abollt this time also other gliding enthusiasts had been making progress
with the building of a primary glider. Corporal Manuel, of the 25th (fighter)
Squadron, R.A. F., Hawkinge, near Folkestone, had constructed a primary type
glider of hi!l own design. When completed, Flying Officer F. Fox-Barrett, of
the same squadron, was towed off behind a motor car at a speed of approximately
35 m.p.h. Unfortunately, however, things did nOt work out according to plan,
and Fox Barrett fell IS feet (without the glider), and was transported to the sick
bay, there to have several splinters removed from his eye, and a' length of pianu
wire taken out of his nose.

It was ab a.dance held at the Aerodrome where the above two partiC>.j becam~

cognisant of each other's separate e:dstence. Mr. C. S. Samuels, of the Folke
stone Motor Club, in the course of a conversation with Flight-Lieutenant L. H.
Stewart, R.A.F., when talking the matter over, decided to get together the people
interested at a' further meeting.

On May 12th, there met a few friends in the persons of R. T.Moore, Chairman,
Folkestone Motor Club; E. D. Pa!mer, Hon. Secretary; C. S. Samuels, Captain;
F. H. \oVorrad, all of the Motor Club; together with Flight-Lieutenant L. H.
Stewart, R.A.F., H. Feather, and D. G. Armstrong. It was decided to go ahead
with the formation of a Gliding Club, and Flight~Lt. Stewart, a jovial personality,
was appointed temporary Hon. Secretary. Tho next most necessary thing being
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publicity, i\'Ir. E. D. Palmer, by virtue of his press connection was enrolJed H
Press Secretary. ~otic~s forthwith appeared in the press fro~ Herne Bay in ~~~
east, round t.o H.astmgs 10 the .wcst, not forgetting the London Press. In responsc
over 80 .appllcatlons were ~ecelved for further information, and a General Meeting
was dCClded upon on the hnes outlined by the B.G.A.

Then came Itford!!! The B.G.A. wrote extending an invitation to the
proposed n~w club t~ attend.. Our Secretary made prompt application for the
n~essary tickets; owmg to private reasons, business, etc., all could not go who
WIshed. Eventually L. H. Stewart, E. D. Palmer, F. Fox.Barrett, C. H. Anness.
(md \V. Garnons "Villiams set out with camp beds and gear to Itford. While
there they made th:ir 'pr.esence k~own, and a.fter talks with ~Ir. E. C. Gordon Eng.
land, that ever optimIstic enthUSIast, and With Herr Kronfeld, and with the other
Clubs' members, our Club seemed nearer materialisation.

It is weB known what happened at Itford. But there is one thing not so well
known. On Sunday morning, Herr Kronfeld took Fox-Barrett as his pupil, and
after three short hops pronounced him fit to take his "A" licence. By the
courtesy of the Kent Gliding Club, who allowed their "Zogling" to be used,
Fox-Barren made his glide of 32 seconds, and obtained the licence, witnessed by
Mr. Gordon England and Herr Kronfeld.

Returning to Folkestone full of renewed enthusiasm the search now led to
sites, and every evening the Committee were out prospecting the surrounding
country, for while at Itford we had strained every effort to obtain a similar demon
stration at Folkestone, and had not been entirely unsuccessful.

On June 23rd we were informed that a demonstration was to be held at Folk
stone on July 5th and 6th. The Committee was hurriedly called together and plans
made for the work to be done. AB sections were catered for; Transport, catering,
advertising, ground staff, car park, etc. The very next morning, however, a
telephone message was received stating that the demonstration was to be held
onc week earlier, June 29th, only five days ahead. This meant real hustle. By
the courtesy of Mr. H. Southall, a club headquarters was opened at the Queen's
Hotel, Folkestone, where the Committee wa~ in constant attendance. Messrs.
Martin \Valter & Co., the well-known motor -agents, put lhe whole of their trans
port and publicity organisation at our disposal.

The arrival of Herr Kronfeld on the Tuesday to select the site, and a visit
by I\[r. Gordon England on Wednesday, when he -attended a Committee meeting,
and gave most valuable advice, were among the outstanding event~ of the
preceding week.

No demonstration could be arl"anged for Saturday in view of the cou.nter
attraction in the way of the Hendon Air Pageant, but l-terr Magersuppe decIded
to fly to become accustomed to the country. At 4-30 the" Professor" was ready
and Magcrsuppe was launched into the air. His intention was to makc an hour's
flight, but this intcntion suffered revision; making se\,cr:ll flights along the
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hills to the west, Magersuppc then made a flight straight out over the town, and
gained a point immediately over the Metropole Hotel on the West Leas. Return_
ing in an easterly direction over the town to the Dover Hill, he gradually lost
height, but at .. \.vindy Corner" he found a strong up current, and gaining
height again continued soaring and sail planing along the hills to the weSt of the
town, at times gaining' a height of 1,500 feet.

This was a most happy and encouraging inauguration of the meeting. But
more was to come; Magersuppe decided to make a landing in the town itself, and
chose the Canterbury Road Recreation Ground, a piece of flat grassland, approxi
mately 100 yards square, surrounded by houses 35 feet high. Magersuppe had
to bank sharply to make a landing in which the starboard wing tip just skimmed
the surface of the ground sufficiently to bring the whole plane round in a complete
half-circle, coming to a standstill almost in the centre of tbe ground, truly a
wizard exhibition of skill.

Sunday's flying was wholly of the exhiOition ;lype, being ,::arried out by
Herr Kronfeld in the "Wien" and Magersuppe in the "Professor." The
attendance was over 8,<X:JO, and perfect weather prevailed, though a stronger
wind would have been appreciated by the pilots. Over sixty new members were
made at the meeting, and large numbers of application forms were i!isued, together
with pamphlets dealing with the objects of the Club.

Tuesday, July 1st. The Public r-.lecting was held at the Town Hall, Folkestone,
under the chairmanship of A. Dallas Brett, Esq., J.P., supported by Herr Kron
feld, Herr Magersuppe, R. T. Moore, Esq., and a full attendance of members,
and the hall was packed with local and county residents. The slides of the
RG.A. were shown and explained to the audience, and followed by the !ihowing
of Herr Kronfeld's own slides' brought by him from Germany, which were most
highly instructive. At the close of the meeting over 30 new members were en
rolled, and the General l\'leeting was arranged to be held at the Queen's Hotel
un Friday, July 4th, at 8 p.m.

Friday, July 4th.-The First General ~'leeting of the Channel Gliding Club
was held at the Queen's Hotel, Folkestone, with R. T. Moore, Esq., in the chair.
l\·fr. VV. E. Cook presented the !itatement of accounts to date, showing a balance
of cash in hand, after meeting all liabilities, of approximately £110. This figure
included subscriptions received to date, bUt it was pointed out that no portion of
any subscription had been called upon to pay any expense incurred by the Club.
The meeting on the previous Sunday had resulted in a complete financial !iuccess,
an approximate pront of £45 resulting, out of which it was proposed to send .1

third to the I3.G.A. A letter was read from Mr. E. C. Gordonl England compli
menting the Club on the most efficient manner in which the demonstration was
arranged and controlled, adding that it was the most successful and completely
organised demonstration held in this country to datc. A letter from Colonel thc
Master of Sempill convcyed his good wishes for the Club's Sllccess, and thanked
I.he Club for the hospitality extended 10 the visitors and staffs. Letters from



prominent members of the county had been received "'ven I ,h .
h d f I

. " , ... up 0 ecvemngpost
on t e ay 0 t le meetmg, and In view of appcoach;ng '0 " I'. " ., me 0 1 lese personages
to scr:c on Lhe Club eXC?utlve, Lt ~vas resolved 10 hold over the election of the
Comnllttcc for the followmg ye:!r till the next G"n"Yal "I" " h' I• • • ... ... , IV ... C 109, W le 1 would be
a special meetmg 10 be held on Friday, July 11 tb, at the Queen's Hotel Folkestone
at 8 p. m. ' ,

KENT GLIDING CLUB.

T
HE Kent Gliding Club was formed by a small band of entlluiasts on Jan
uary 4th,_ 19,30. Thc~e members, under the leadership of Mr. C. H. Lowc
Vo/ylde, deSigned, bUIlt and flew successfully the first Primary Training
Glider in Great Britain. The Club have taken their machine on a specially

constructed trailer to various parts of the country and at lvinghoe, Bucks, ~Ir.

Lowe·Wylde gained the distinction of earning the first Glider Pilot's Certificate to
be awarded in England. The Club has now obtained a permanent training site
at Lenham, Kent, and which is only a few hundred yards from the main LondOll
Folkestone road. A licensed aerodrome adjoins the ground and gives facilities for
flying visitors to land. Gliding is carried out here every Sunday, weather per
mitting.

A charge of IS. is made to members for each flight. This charge includes
instruction. The Entrance Fee to the Club is IOS., the annual subscription
for Flying Members is £1 and to Non-Flying Members IOS. A Constructional
Section has been formed to ellect repairs to the present machines and also to build
machines of a more advanced type. The Club, which is affiliated to the British
Gliding Association, took an active part in the Sail Plane Meetings organised at
West Fide, Portsmouth and Folkestone. At the first of these meetings, we took
our training machine and made many successful demonstrations. On Sunday
evening the machine was unfortunately somewhat badly smashed and the opinion
of many was that it was beyond repair by the following day. However by a
great effort on the part of certain members, by working all through the night th~

Glider was repaired by noon on the next day and was again ready for work.

On Friday, May 30th the dub was fortunate in securing the services of Herr
Kronfeld, who made his first public appearance in England by giving- a highly
interesting and instructive lecture on Gliding and Soaring, illustrated by lantern
slides. The' Lecture was held at the Corn Exchange,. Maidstone, and was at
tended by a large number of Club Members and the general public. The President
Dr. \Vhitehead Reed, the well4:nown private aeroplane owner, was in the chair
and introduced Herr Kronfeld. The Hon. Secretary of the Kent Club is !\Ir. R.
B. Haynes, of 14, King Street, Maidstone, who would be pleased to forward
particulars, etc., to ~l1lY party who may be interested.
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IlEPOIlT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE IMPEIlIAL COLLEGE

GLIDING CLUB.

The Imperial College Gliding Club was first thought of in February. The
Club is open to all $.ludents of the Imperial College. A glider has been designed,
full drawings produced and construction begun.

The members propose to hold a camp during .September. Several of the
members arc motor pilots and two members arc learning to glide at the Wasser
kuppc.

The Club has every rC3son to hope for SUCCC$.S, as most of the members are
keen on the sport of gliding, and on the constructional work.

P. AnON-VAN, Hon. Secretary.

FOIlTHCOMING EVENTS.

The Wiltshire Light Aeroplane and Glider Club proposes holding a Glider
Meeting on October 4 and 5. They have. a splendid site equivalent to the w.ell
known Ilford Hill, and with available wind in nearly every' direction. They have
also a good graded Mea for safe Zogling close at hand. There is space of about
65 ncres for the use of guests arrivin'g by air,. and a car parking space adjoinint:
of about equal area.

The Club is leaving nothing undone to make for the completion of a success
fnl meeting. The President of the Club is

C. J. Cuss, Esq.,

Church Place,

Swindon, Wilts.,
from whom all particulars cnn be obtained.

VISIT OF DIlITISH DELEGATES TO SECOND SESSION

OF THE INTEIlNATIONAL COMMISSION FOil THE STUDY OF

MOTOIlLESS FLIGHT. liELD AT FIlANKFUIlT. 14th JUNE. 1930.

F
RANKFURT was reached at 3 p.m. on Friday, 13th June, and an
immediate visit was made to the Offices of the Rhon Rossitten Gesel1schaft
at 10, Schubertstrasse. Here Dr. Graf V. Yscnbcrg received us very kindly,
told us the arrangements mad'c for the following. day, and gave liS our

official invitation cards.
The actual Mecting was held in the" Club fur Hanc1el undl Industrie," 12,

I\'[iguelstrasse, at 10 a.m., and representatives were present from Belgium,
Germany, Hungary, England, France, Italy, Holland and Spuin.

4'



· Th~ actual proccedings are g'iven in the ac:ompanying draft minutes, and it wa!\
lI1tereslIng to note throughout thc whole SeSSIOn, the extent of the interest aroused
among the German rcpresclltnlives by the ent'"y of Great Britain into the movement.

The. Meeting was concluded at I p. m., and we were taken to the. \Vinter
Gardens for lunch. The Pa~ty was. divid~d up into groups by mutual consent,
~nd spent most ~f the mtervcn~ng periods discussing points of their own particular
mterests. Havmg:'J.s a particular object the assimilation of as much technical
inf?rmation as possible, 1 managed to form our 'lwn group consisting of Dr.
USll1US; Herr Knott, Instructor.of the .Rhon Rossitten Gesellschaft and rc<:ently
returned from a 12·months stay III America; Herr Rotschild, acting as Solicitor
t? the Assembly, but who also was extremely active in interpreting when misconcep
tions occurred;. Mr. HaYI~e~ and myself. After lunch, and while the main party went
off to the StadIUm, we vISited the Offices of .. Flugsport" at rhe invitation of
Dr. Usin~s a~d spent some. time discussing the design of Gliders and Sail.planes,
the orgalllsatlon .and operation of the Movement and methods of training pupils.

'"Vc rejoined the others at the Stadium for tea, then returned to our Hotels
with instructions to re·assemble for Dinner at Miguelstrasse at 7.30 p.m.

On presenting ourseh'CS wc were met by Or. Georgii, who introduced us to
i'lr. Bosanquet and M. Billecocq. the British and French Consuls respccti,'e1y.
For some time I was engaged in conversatioll with the latter and was considerably
surprised at his knowledge of Aviation matters.

During dinner a telegram was recei,'ed, informing us of the fact that Colonel
the ~h.ster of Sempill had qualified for his" C" Pilot's licence. This infOrmation
was received with great interest by the whole assembly.

Speeches were made by Dr. Kotzenberg, Prcsident of the Rhon-Rossitten
Gesellschaft, who welcomed the delegatcs on their behalf, i'lr. Bosanquet, Dr.
Georgii, who pointed out the significance of holding this assembly in Frankfurt,
where so many important functions had either originated or been developed, M.
Billc<:ocq, and M. ~Iaurice Kahn, who replied on behalf of the delegates.

In conversation which followed for a period of some hours, we learned horn
Dr. Van der Maas (who I had met two years ago at the Royal Dutch Acron:'J.u"tical
Research Laboratory, Amsterdam) that the Gliding Movement in Holland was not
likely to be a strong one owing to the absence of good sites and adequate finance.
That Signor Mussolini was personally interested in the Movement in Italy and
had stated that it IHld to develop: and from Herr Knoll that the i\lo\'emcnt WllS

not developing satisractorily in America due to:-

l. More than onc Body trying to gO\'ern It, and neither W1IS yet oOicially
recognised.

2. The tendency to m~ke every d~monstralion and meeting a "stunt" of a
sensational nature for Press Publicity.

3. Premalure :lItClllpts to 10111 1/ll.wi!aiJle m:lchines hy car :lnd aeropl:lne.
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Ur. Georgii Inter mnde arrangements for us to visil the \,Vasserkuppc ,me!
promised the escort of l-h~IT Knott.

Leaving Frankrllrl al 9 a.m. on Sunday wc reached Gcsfeld, the ncarest villagc
to the \.vasserkllppe, ill J 2-30, IUllched, then proceeded.

The afterl)oon was spent in the meteorological and pholographic sectioll, as
no gliding was in progress.

On the Monday we spent the morning watching ab initio training, inspecting
workshops and hangars, and arrangcments made for the technical instruction of
pupils. The most evident point was the wide resources they possessed, although
th!')' had obviously been obtained rather by great effort than by lavish expenditure.
.We paid particular attention to the part devoted to rep,air work, and were im~

pressed by the good workmanship and thoroughness of the repairs.

As might be expected, however, the nucleus of the repair section were skilled
craftsmen employed by the Rhon Rossitten Gesellschaft.

During· the morning, and in the short space of an hour or Iwo, three training
machines of the" Zogling " type were badly damaged, but two of them were soon
rl'.ndy for service again, simply owing to the number of spare parts readily avail~

able. This shows that unless an ordinary Club pOssesses exceptionally good
resources, both in time and money, it is not going to be able to withstand the
strain of repeated sfnasbes if it undertakes primary training work.

Apart from pupils of the Rhon Rossitten Gesellschafl, a few local Clubs use
the \Vasserkuppe as a Gliding Ground, blit apparently all their Members can
already handle a " Zogling" efficiently, which makes their continued existence
ecol'Qmically possible.

A large amount of experimental and development work is separately carried
out by the Rhon Rossitten Gesellschaft, and onc interesting machine of the tail-less
variety was seen in course of construction. It had pas~d through the initial
stages of model and glider existence-had been progressi\'ely dcveloped, and was
now assuming- fOim as it power-dri\'en machine. Here again, the workmanship
was exceptionally good.

In a hangar -..:ontaining power.driven machines were to be seen. many of their
experiments in fitting engines to machines originally designed and built as Sail
planes. In one case a twin two-stroke engine developing, it was stated, 3 h.p..
was fitted to a modified Professor Iypc. This machine, we were told, flew quite
!>trongly.

There were two Sailplanes modified for towing behind an aeroplane, fitted with a
bridle attached to the centre of gravity and carrying a quick-release hook. in
addition, a signalling device con,.isting of an electric light was fitted in the cock·
pit far communication between pilots. Most of the afternoon was spent with
Herr Lippisch, who carries out the design and experimental work at the \Vasscr
kuppe, and who, incidental1y, designed the- "\·Vien." \·V,ith him we had an
interesting discourse on Sailplane design, and later witnessed experiments with
models of tail~less machines, launched from a sm"lI carringe travelling lip the
cable of a box·l<ite.
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1930.
1.0WE \V\'I.DE.

July 12th,

C. H.

During the day arrangements had been made for us to ,·isit the Kegel factory
at Cassel, therefore wc rcluctantl,:, took leave of thc people at thl: Wasserkuppc:·,
all of whom had been extremely kmd and very ready to imparl any information
desired.

Casscl was reached at midnight on Monday, and thc following morning we
leh for the factory at Ihringhauscn, outside the lawn.

Posters were very oonspit.:uOlls, announcing a Sailplane Meeting for the
rollowing week·cnd. \Ve learnt that these functions occurred frequently at
Cassel throughout the year and were well supported both by pilots and spectators.

We were received at the Keg'cl factory by Hen' Knupffer, as Hcrr Fiesl:ler,
was away in Italy.

Herr Knupffer was very interested in the Gliding l\'!ovement in England and
showed us cuttings from our Press indicating that he was following it up. Inci
dentally, we saw a letter from S. T. Lea & Co., enclosing a photograph of my
own machine and suggesting that we were copying the Kegel design!

The f:l.ctory itself was of (air extent, and was then wholly engaged in Glider
and Sailplane manufacture. This firm also manufactures trailers for the trans
port of Sailplanes,' and they are certainly very carefully thought out. All processes
of the manufacture of Zogling, Prufling and Professor types were gone into, and
where we could not actually see a particular operation we were shown the jig or
fixture upon which it was carried out

Of special note is the fact that in no case does the use of screws or nails enter
the actual construction of any of their machines.

W'e were particularly privileged in being allowed to sec Herr Kronfeld's new
machine in course of construction. It is difficult to do this job justice in' mere
words. The immense span----<J8 fect as a pure cantilever-is rather a problem
viewed from a constructional standpoint, but seems to have been excellently tackled
in this instance. The ply covering of the wings is intended to carry the major
portion of the torsion and it is, therefore, being app'lied diagonally. The act.ual
covering was seen, it being cemented up in mosaic form preparatory to bcrng
fixed on the wing structure.

This was a vcry fine piece of work, but nothing compared to the. upper fairing
of nacelle and wing leading edge. This particular part of the machine has rather
elaborate lines, but the way in which larg'C and small pieces of 0.8 m/m p1tw?od
has been fitted-without fastening them on internal stringers of an)" deSCription,
was really beautiful.

In talking of this piece oij work we mentioned the impossibility o~ obwining
such thin plywood at a reasonable price, thercfore Herr Knupffcr promised to put
their supplier in touch with us,

We also secured a sample of their fabrice and clear dope. they h:l.ving- mCI~
tioned that they found" Glidcr Dope" as off'Cfcd in Et,gland 100 heavy for theIr
purpose.

Vve returned to Frankfurt that cvening, and the following l11orning-\:Vedncs.
day, left for Eng'land, "in Cologne and Brussels.
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Notes on the International Conference of

THE INTEIlNATIONAL FEDEIlATION FOil THE SCIENCE OF

MOTOIlLESS AIIlCIlAFT.

lield at Frankfurt. Germany, on the 14th June, 1930.

Chairman: Or. W. Georgii.

Representatives attending from: Great Britain, France, Belgium, Holland, Spain,
Italy, and Germany.

Original motions were read, discussed and confirmed.
Added that women were eligible for membership to the I.F.Sr.M.A.
Council to stand as before, with the addition of Colonel The Master of Semp;II,

who was unanimously co-opted.

ELECl')ON OF OFFICEIlS FOil MANAGEMENT COMMIT·TEE.

President: Dr. Geogii.

Vice~Presidents:Col. the Master of Sempill.
M. Massanet.
M. l\lusseall.

Secretary: Dr. L. Graf v. Ysenburg.

Treasurer: Reserved for a nominee from Italy.

Mr. C. H. Lowe-vVylde (Great Britain) moved that it wO)Jld be more ad
vantageous for the efficiency and ease of management of the business of the
Federation if the Treasurer also resided in Germany. It was pointed out that the
duties of the Treasurer would not be very onerous, .and his business with head
quarters (the Rhon Rossitten Gesellshcaft) could easily be carried out in writing.
The matter was therefore left that Italy should nominate the Trcasul'er.

Executive Committee.
Divided into three (J). Suh-CommiUees.
The Executive Committee will define and direct the policies of the Sub·Com

mittees, who will appoint their own Chairman, and will either, meet in person when
necessary, or express their individual opinions in writing.

Sub-Committees to consist of:

L Technical Committee.
(a) Dealing with meteorological research (proposed from Gre:tl Britain, Col.

The l\'!aster of Scmpill, Sir Gilbert \Valker, and Or. Glaurt).

(b) Dealing with the construction and design of machines (proposed from
Greal Britain, Mr. Lowe-Wylde,. Capt. Latimer Needham, ancl one other
yet to be nominated).



2. Sports Committee.

Dealing. with Glidj.ng and Soaring ,f~om a purely sporting aspect. Arranging
Internatlonal Meetlllgs and CompetitIons, and to work in cOIlI'unction "'I II
1 A . 1 S . . \VI. 1 a

tie . eronautlca OCICtlCS of the various countries (p,o~cd foG.. M G ...-~ r m rcat
Bntam, . r. ardoll England~ Commander Perrin, Sir Seflon Brancker, Mr.
:\Inrcus i\!anton, and Dr. WhItehead Reid).

Publicity Committee.
Dealing with all publicity and reports internationally.
-reserving the right to nominate later when suitable
forward).

(Proposed no names
names could be put

Financial Arrangements.

A.nnual subscription from countries affiliated, suggested by Chairman, at £5
This was not considered sufficient and after discussion was agreed upon at £ 10.

with the possibility of still further increasing this sum as the work and uses of
the I.F.S.M.A. developed. Mr. Lowe~W'ylde enquired as to the estimated ex
penditure likely for the first year, with a view to drawing up a provisional budget,
but the Chairman explained that such expenses were difficult 10 arrive at, but the
question was receiving serious consideration (postage, telephones and clerical
work would be the main items, with the possibility-if not a cerlJainty-of having
to employ a paid typist). Various means of raising funds were discussed,
amongst which subsidies from the various Governments, donations from Aero
nautical Societies and Aeron~utical Engineering concerns were mentioned.

Records (with special reference to the F.A.I.).

The F.A.1. to be approached with a view to obtaining their otlicial recogmtlon
of all National Glider or Flying Associations, thus empowering these iJodies 10

deal with the supervision of record attempts and the obtaining of Pilot '.!i Ccrtili~

cates in all classes, so that they may issue Certificates under the F.A.1. Left to
the Sports Committee to propound the proposition to the F .A.1. in time for them
to deal with the matter at their Meeting in November next.

Competitions for 1931.
Due notice to be gi\'en by each individual country to the I.F.~.l\r.A. of, al~y

proposed International Competitions or Meetings in that country I~ 1931. fhls
information to be forthcoming before the end of the current year III order that
dates will not coincide and arrangements can be made. (Suggeste.d. June ~nd
July as the most likely months, and the advisability of the CompetItIons bemg
held in fairly quick succession, so that Pilots may devote a month or so to such
Competitions).

Heport of the Conference.
A Report to be sent to world's New J\gencies, the F.A.I., and all National

Flying Organisations (? also the League of Nations).
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CONCLUSIONS ORA WN SUBSEQUENT TO VISIT TO

WASSERKUPI'E AND KEGEL FACTORY.

I
T was all very obvious that Motorless Flight in G.ermal~y is :lll ~xtremely real
thing. The n~al~ in the street .c~u.ld talk on the-subJcct-It was eVIdently part of
their country s Illlportanl activIties!
The basis upon which the whole Movement operates is an extremely sound onc

and that in itself gives sccurity to its future. On looking at the subject from our
point of view in England, it seems all too probable that our Clubs, enthusiastic
though they are, are not working on lines which will make for pcrma~ency. The
operation and development of the Movement in Germany seems defiOltcly to rely
on the constant experiment and research of the Rhon Rossiuen GesellchafL and the
thoroughly sound equipment made available by firms like the Kegel Co. vVe, in
England, have nOt their counterparts and it is certain that unless we institute them
we can never be assured of a future for this science.

In the first place, proper training by the Rhon Rossiuen Gesellschaft of young
people in the e1ementals of aerodynamics and meteorology and the art of practical
flying, assures new Clubs in formation a healty nucleus upon which to develop,
while their constant research and experimental work makes certain that the equip-
menr used is always efficient and up.to-date.

Judging by the accidents and consequent damage we witnessed there during
a short visit, and also the actual experience of s,mashes among our own Clubs in
this country, it would seem impracticable to expect Clubs to carry O'Ut their own
training work unless provided with a grant to meet the financial burden imposed,
and it is also certain that frequent breaks in operation dUej to crashes, caused by
ab illitio pupils will prevent continued enthusiasm being shown by older members
and the development of a Club will thus be definitely stunted.

The one solution is the institution of a Central School for the training of young
pupils and for carrying out continual research and experimental work. This is
abs?lutely necessary in order to put our young Movement on a soun(l basis upon
whIch to develop and later be able to makc an attempt to a&sume some lead in the
science and spon of t\lotorless Flight.

Germany elatedly points out that, in not being allowed to maintain an Air
Forl:c, she has been able to devote all her money and energics to Civil Aviation,
and therefore intends to make her rising generation a thoroughly air-minded onc.

vVhat an opportunity for some philanthropist in this, country to come forward
:J.nd,. by making it financially possible to institute this British School of Motorless
Flight, bestow a permanent endowment on the youth of the British Empire.

"COELO TEMPTABIMUS IllE."

T
HAT Germany arc masters of the great Science and Sport of l'...!otorJcss Air·
craft, becomes an undoubted conviction by but a short visit to the Training
C:nt.re at the Wasserk.uppe. ~erc can be seen, too, onc of the reasons why

. thIS ~s the cas~. P~actl:~1 cfficl:ncy l.'Ombined with all reasonable economy is
manlfesteu 111 every dlrectlon. I he eqUIpment, machines and scientific instruments all



point to the thorough grip they have ~n the scientitic side of powerless flight, while
the numb.cr of YO~I~~ .studcll_l cnlllllslas~s ~pcaks eloquently of their realization of
tl1(' Sporting possibilities. Even the bulldmgs and catering arrangements incl" I

"

. aI ,. . h .. lca c
a thoroug 1 y practle po ICy lrl ,I C org'a~lz<lt'On of this great centre, which would
appear the only sound and pracllcal solution to the problem of how to deal with lh
V3St s~bject of .Soaring and Gliding". Their methods of dCliling with tuition, con~
slructlOIl, repair.!! .and research wo~k are all obviously sound and systematic'
students can acquire a really practical and useful insight inlo every phase of th~
movement.

...\nd above all is their great reason for this careful organization: it is un
dou?ted~y because they ~re convinced of the great in.'portance of studying and in~

vestlga~mg Motorless Alrc.raft ~rom :tll angles, espeCIally so far as its bearing on
the deSign of power machines IS c.oncerned. :tnd also bec:tuse they consider it the
finest way to make their rising generations air·minded.

The possibilities of aircraft have alway~ been somewhat ignored by the man
in the street in this country, and the reasun for this i~ probably because any dis~

covery or invention in the history of the world has always been received with a
certain amount of incredulity and derision by the vast majority of people. But the
great number of Gliding Clubs that have sprung up in this country since the re
vival of Gliding and Soaring this year, may be taken, surely, to indicate a strong
desire 011 the pan of many of the younger generation lO know more about flying
and its possibilities. However, if lhis younger generation is to convert others, they
must first of all be taught themselves; there are many willing pupils, but the
master is tacking.

This great interest which has been aroused must not be allowed to wane, if
Great Britain is lo maintain her position as onc of the leading air-nations of the
world. The British Empire has always depended for its very existence on mari
time supremacy, and now this latter is overshadowed by this new factor. At
present flying is confined to the few, but by this greal new movement, another
avenue has been opened up, by which many may acquire an insight into the possi.
bilities which complete conquest of the air possesses.

Therefore there would seem a very real and pressing need for ~ome organization
in this country to place gliding and soaring on the plane to which it has every
right to aspire; and even more important, to direct the operations of Clubs, who
must ultimately be responsible for the success or failure of the movement, since ;t
is through Clubs that the rank and file will be introduced to seie~ce and sport of
motoriess aircraft. At pl'esent, :tlthough not belittling the splendid efforts .of t~c
many cnLhusiasts in this county, it would appear that Clubs are fiounderlllg I.n
their ignorance, ,and very little practical effort has been madc to tackle the propoSI
tion along the right lines.

The most methodical policy lO assure a steady ami ever growing interest in lhe
new movemcnl would be to form a school or training centre such as the ';'hlsser
kllppC, where not only 3' large number of persons could obt~in a good g-roul1ding
in all the necessary knov.lJcdge required, which as voluntary ll1~tructors they COUI(~
pass on to their respective clubs, but also where rcse.'\reh work mlo all departlllent~
could be carried out by experts. The knowledge obtained should then be handed
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on to all afliliated clubs, where it W:'lS considered that sueh information would help
and aid the more effieient working of sueh clubs. ... .

Clubs cannot be e"pected to furnish much, if any, SCIentIfic mformatlon Or
knowledge, ahhough of course they should be encoura~ed t~ do so to the best of
their ability. \Yhat they can do is to further the spor.ung SIde of the mov.eme~t;
but this depends largely on thc development of machmcs and the ~ve.r wldenmg
range of performance. There can be little doubt that th~ vast ~aJont.y of C.lub
members will look upon soaring and gliding only from ItS sportmg vIew pomt,
and the)' can be relied on to exploit all the possibilities of motorJess aircraft as a
sport.

Enthusiasm is almost bound to wane if Clubs are relied upon for the necessary
knowledge, for if any de,relopment is made at all, it is bound to be ~low, laborious
and inefficient, and the movement will die a natural death in this country.

The great difficulties that confront the scheme are only too obvious, and,
as is usual in such cases tJle ~ubject of finance looms up as the worst ogre. But
if only Great Britain can get down to bed-rock, and build up solid foundations on
which to base the movement, support is much more like,ly to be secured when it is
realized that practical work is being clone and achievement is being gained. At
present many people suspect the movement in this country of being nothing more
or less than a newspaper" stunt," and imag-ine that Sail-planing can only be done
by crack continental pilots, while they are quite unable to See any practical use in
the new movement. These erroneous ideas must be dispelled, and dispelled as
quickly as possible. The process of education is bound to be slow; therefore the
sooner an effort is made to reveal powerless flight in its true and honourable colours,
the sooner will the movement flourish in this country.

MY IMPIlESSIONS OF THE GLIDING AND SOAIlING MOVEMENT.

I
C<ln see no definite reason why I should burden the English Public, or any
public. or any part of any public, with my views on this matter of Gliding and
Soaring Flight. it seems that, after having wandered some three or four
thousand miles to expose myself to a practical course in gliding and soaring,

the Hon. Secretary and other members of the British Gliding Association have
put me o~ a pedist~1 of ~uthority ~n the matter. You will probably discover
after readmg the article-If your patience permits-that the pedestal should be
l11ad~ no. higher than a .snak~'s hip. Disregarding all of this, another way to avoid
c(1l:~,derlng me too serious IS to note that the heading classes this as ,impressions.

After coming to the conclusion that few people at home knew as much abollt
gli~ing and soaring '3.S they cl~imed to k~ow-possibly an English inheritance-I
deCIded to !to to the nurser~, If not the bIrth place of the gliding movement, the
Rhon Rossltten Gesellsc~a~t s scl~ool on the Wasserkllppe in the Rhon Mountains,
9cr":,any. They ~ere kJlJlI1.g qUIte a fe.w good boys in the" States," by towing
Zogllllgs around ~urports WIth automobiles, and by using 10 to 14 men on the
start cords for the first starts, etc. ! could !;iee no sense in doing such things, be-
cause there are really not enoug-h wires on a Zoo-lin .... 10 ,t . h I cl 'I
f b · '" h . "ring- a arp. on
eel a ashed at thiS rather open confession in England of tl f It f. f h . ' ,leausomycom-

patriots, or you ere were qUite as guilty of the '.me off cl .,,' ences, an m some
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pl:lces still are. f\ shining example of this is an accidenl that DCeu,,-cl cl .. . ..• f E . .. urlng my
~elf.l.nvltcu lour 0 . ngland with Herr Kronfeld. One of the clubs we visited has a
~OgllOg. It had ~lade several success,ful-that ~s uneventful-flights. They poised
It on top of a vloJe~t slope. The pilot gave It a casual inspection and gat the
start crew ready to dIVe over the edge of the hill. The ailerons were cocked over
the. r.udder also. The sti~ \V.as well back. I n fact everything was in the idea',
POSition to ~ak,: a good climbl.ng turn in a " Siskin. " I sheepishly wcnt up and
asked the pJlOll If he would mmd being moved back a few yar!1s, and then if he
would hold his controls in Jl neutral position for the take-off, and if he would mind
just using a start crew of eight men. He consented reluctantly. The result was
that he made a very gentle, graceful and successful flight, with a good landing ill
the centre of a flat field at the foot of the hill. The start crew went down and 0"

the way were augmented slightly. They organised themseJves to start a new
member of their c1ub-an infallible Moth pilot who had never before flown in a
glider. All was made ready with a start crew of 10 to 16 men instead of 4 as should
be used for beginners. I did not go down to help and suggest what I had learned
on the \~iasserkuppe, for I felt that my first attempts had been taken as an in
trusion. I turned my back on the painful sight that seemed inevitable. Twenty
minutes or so later they all came back to the top of the hill where J was busying
myself with Herr Kronfeld's madline. Now, gentlemen, the return was sans
Zogling and the facial expressions were appropriate for, a wake, and ( knew full
well that £60 had gone west. The pilot had made the kind of good landing that
one is able to walk away from. Now understand, I don't wish to say that motor
pilots can't glide, or that no one in England knows anything about gfiding-I am
only warning you to learn" to walk before you run" and that the Zogling is an
excellent perambulator if properly used.

To get ouL of the demigogic strain, I left Pitlsburgh, my home town on April
3rd, 1930, for New York. On April 4th I waved goodbye to that Lady called
Liberty in New York Harbour. Cherbourg, Paris (I night), Koln, Frankfurt, and
then on the 14th of April I was on the Vv·as.serkuppe. Arriving at the school in
the middle of the April course, J decided it was best for me to spend two weeks until
the May course becoming acclimatised, learn a little of the language, and see how [
should proceed when I started the course. The two weeks did me the world of
good. I lost the flying egoi~m that motor f1yin~ had given ~~, and disco,'ered th~t

the best thing was to admit that I knew nothing about ~hdJng.. I .found t~at III

Germany gliding is considered a serious sport, and that If cautIon IS used JO the
beginning, the element of danger is practically nil.

The boys came there from all parts of Germany and, at present, t1.1e whole of
Europe, for the movement is becoming very international. They ra~ge JO ~ge ~rom

14 to 40 years" and all of them arc tl'eated equally.. ~ver~one WIth a Zogh~g".
Short hops 'at first, then as they progress they arc dIVIded IOto groups accor<~H1g
to proficiency. The more proficient go to the more advallced types of machIne.
The salient thing to be remembered is the caution that i!'i obs~rved. For ~xample,
only on very rare occasions is a studenr permitted to take hiS fir~t hop In a new
type, off anything but comparatively flat ground, and then only wl.th a sta~t crew
large enough to give a short flight. A crew of eight men is suffiCient to gIve the
Professor type a good enough start for the first flight for anyone. I won't attempt
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to give any more of a correspondence school course in gliding and soaring flight,
as I understand that is being done elsewhere in Ihis publication, and though my
opinions do not conAict with the other parties, they may confuse the readers.

To correct any false impressions I may have created by the disparaging re
marks I have made about motor pilots I must say that they progres!i faster in the
work than those who have had no flying training. To use myself as an example,
I had one Aight in a ZOg'ling, about 3 flights ill the" Hang'J\Vind " or secondary
type, that is the type between the Zogling and PruAing. I never Aew the Pruning.
I had 4 flights in the Professor type and on my 8th Aight I took my .. C " licence.
I never officially took my" A " or .. B "tests. The progress of most other motor
pilots is about the same, provided they get the proper initial instruction.

In conclusion I wish to say that in my opinion gliding and :soaring are of no
definite commercial value, except as an ideal means of primary training for private
and commercial motor pilots, for there is no better way of developing a pilot's touch
of control, and his accuracy in take-offs, landings. and general air manceuvres.
As a sport, soaring fiight may be equalled by a few other sports, but it is surpassed
by none.

A. C. HALLER.

BY I\OAD TO THE WASSEI\KUPPE.

W
HEN I made this journey in April I was in no hurry to reach the Rhon
Mountains. In fact,_ my main idea was to motor gently through the
Rhine Valley without ending up anywhere in particular, but as it
happened, I took almost the direct route to the \,vasserkuppe. It has

been suggested that a few notes on this trip might be of interest to those who are
thinking of doing the same. First of all, the arrangemetlts for shipping my car
abroad were made by the A.A. Although the various papers required for motoring
in Hol1and and Germany look rather formidable, I found that all I had to do was
to "sign here" several times. give a cheque for the deposit on the duty (which
is returned in full when the car has been brought back), and leave the rest to the
A.A. It was all quite simple.

I decided to cross by the Harwich~Flushing route, mainly because of the
reduced rates which are available to A.A. members on this line. The saving is
considerable, the return fares for both passengers and car being about half the
normal amount. At the same time, the Harwich-Hook of Holland route would
pro?ably be better for anyone who wished 10 make the journey in a hurry, as it is
a mght service, so that no "driving time" is wasted on the crossing. It would
be quite easy, going this way, to leave England one evening and be in G~rmany

the next,_ whereas the Flushing route involves a stay in Holland. (I assume that
no one would be in such a hurry as 10 driv~ all nigtht). The Dutch customs officers
are easily satisfied; in fact, the only time my luggage was examined was at Harwich
on returni~lg to this count!'y. The only thing that they insist On is that the engine
and chaSSIS n~mt>:r of the car should be stamped on the car itself, and not merely
on a plate whIch IS attached to the body, as is often the case. Before I left, the
A.A. saw that my car was aB right from this point of view, so that I was able
to get cleared by the Customs in a few minutes. I believe that the visitors' road
tax has now been abolished; it only amounts to a few shil1illgs in' any case.
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ValJcy as far as i'I'!ainz,
than Cologne if you can
rmld on each side of the

\'Vllt~lhcr you land at Flushing 01' at Hook you shOt"d "'Ok" f . Col
• ". ,OJ. " .... 01 0!tnc. In

either case the distance IS practically the same being betwc"'n 'go , d ·1. .... n 200 rnl cs.
From Hook, the road goes by Rotterdam Utrecht Doom whe-e the ",.. ... '.., ex~..... alser
Itves (1 admIred. his dlOI~e), Arnhe~l.' and across the River Waal, which later
beco~es the Rhme, 1.0 Ny~eRen. Ihere a.re at '.east three different ways of
spellmg and pron~uncm~ this last place. ml'lInly oWing to the tiresome habit the
Dutch have of uSing ., IJ " and "y" indiscriminately. From Frushing the route
is through Bergen-op-Zoom, Breda~ Tilburg, Eindhoven and Roermonde. The
roads ar~ fair, ahhough they arc mainly pave, and the sign posting is excellent.

HaVIng reached Nymegen or Rocrmonde, which arc both within a few miles
of Germany, I advise the traveller to sit still for a few minutes and work out his
time of arrival in Germany, because the Dutch have Summer Time and the
Germans do nolo I have never been able to understand Summer Time in this
country; all I know about it is that yOLl lose an hour's sleep when you most n,eed
it. When there are additional complications such as Amsterdam time, which i.,
20 minutes in advance of Greenwich, and Central European time, 40 minutes ahead
of Amsterdam, I find it impossible to cope, That it makes a big difference coming
from Germany into Holland I found on my return, for I arrived at Nymegen from
Kleve, having driven fifteen miles and gone through two Customs Houses, five
minutes before I started. I daresay it is quite simple, really, ':\ut I think I had
better not try to work it out.

T had no trouble at all in getting over the frontier; in fact, on the way there I
invaded Germany without going throu~h any Customs whatever, as I took the
wrong road out of Nymegen. However,. as soon as I realised my mist<tke, 1
returned and apolog"ised, but no-one seemed to mind in the least, and after getting
various papers stamped, and payin'g the German tax of a mark a day, I was soon
on the road again,

The roads in Germany are quite good, except in the villrlJ;es, This is
especial1y noticeable when you get off the tourist track, as the villages themselves
have to keep up the roads without any subsidy. In some cases the roads have 110t
been touched since before the war, but this sort of thing" is not found unul you
get up into the mountains. All the roads and towns are excellently sig-npostcd, so
that there is very little difficulty in gettin'g through even such large places as
ColoKne, .

Danger sig-ns on the roads are much the same as in Eng'lan?, and reqUlre no
explanation, but I found it necessary to keep a sha~p l~k~ut 10 the t~)\vns and
villages for the red circles, containing black dots. which IndIcate. the c1osln~~ of th.e
road to certain forms of traffic. The most common of these .slgns ~Ol~tallfs fi\ e
dots and means that the road is closed for vehicles of all klOds; It IS usually

, d .. E· b I l "(" One-wayused in conjunction with a red arrow labelle 'Ill a lns rasse ,
street ") which shows the route traffic should take, The Germans have a passIon
{Ol' "one-way streets"; 1 even saw a cart·track across some fields so labelled, ~ut

. . d . own The other important: SIgn
YOll soon get used to '~O1!l£! their way an not yOUl .

, . Id' a lently dosed to motorcontains three dots, which mcans th:'It t le roa IS perm, I

traffic,. for reasons which are usually obvious,
The road to the \N'asserkuppe follows the Rhin.c

Bctween Boon (which is a much belter place to star lI\

manag-e another ciKhtcen miles) and Coblenz there IS a
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river. I advise keeping to the left bank if you arc in a hurry, aHhough ill is not
~o pretty. From Coblellz to!\'(ainz, via Bing-cn, there "re some magnificent views;
the road is in first c1<lSS ..:;ondition, as this is lhe finest part of the Rhine, and
therefore the most frequented. There is another way of going to i\lainz, by Wiez
baden; this road leaves the Rhine soon after Coblcnz and crosses the Ta.unus
Mountains. It is under repair at present, but. should soon be finished; however, un
less yOll can get first-hand information as to its state I should advise sticking
to the Rhine. There is hardly any difference in distance. From Mainz the main
road should be followed to Frankfurt and Hanau; the latter is about I So miles from
Cologne by tlYe Rhine valley, and about 65 miles from the Wasserkuppe. From
Hanau the place to make for is Fulda; actually, the turning ofT the road, to
Gersfeld, which is the nearest village to the Wasserkuppe (6 miles), is a few miles
short of Fulda, but as the latter is the biggest plaCe! after H:'llla'u it appears promin
ently on the signposts.

Gersfeld boasts quite a goood hotel, the Adlcr. 1 found it clean <lnd comfortable,
and amazingly cheap, for they only charge R.M.4. (4/-) for a room (with running"
water) and breakfast. I daresay this charRe might be reduced for a long stay!
The quarters at the \;Yasserkuppe itself are of the Army hut type, and I thought
they were rather dark and airless. I am sure the best map for nlD.toring in, fhis
part of the world is "Bartholomew's Contour Motoring Map of Germany, Holland,
and Belgiulll "~,; I found it very much superior to anything else I saw at the lA.A.
offices. "Baedeker" gives a grelH deal of Ilseful information, apart from his
very boring descriptions of the" sights," abollt hotels and so on; tHe town plans
are useful, and enable you to drive straight to the hotel you have selected without
wasting- time. I think that some sort of automatic signal device is essential j nearly
all German cars are fitted with the t.ype which consists of an electrically operated
pointer mounted on each side of the car. Petrol and oil (Shell and i\'lobiloil) can
be obtained cverywhere at the same priccs as in England.

The language presents rather a problem, as few Germans spe.o'lk English now.
The Dutch are, of course, quile hopeless. However, as long as you keep to the
beaten track, yOll can usually find SOmeone who can 'get you what you want, and
by the time you get to lhe mounlains you will probably have learnt ~lOugh to get
what you want in the end. After all, there is not much difference between" bier"
and "beer."

MEMBEllSHIP TO 'fliE BlllTISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION,

[t has been decided by the Council that as from the 6th August, 1930, Candi
dates for l\'[embership to the Association who are Members of the Affiliated Clubs
shall be admitted; without entrance fee.

It has also been decided that as from [st January, 1931, the entrance fee for
Members be increased to £1 ; I ; o. All Subscriptions to cxpire on the 1st
January each )'ear except that .the IS~ Subscription of Candidates joining- on or
<lftcr 1St October shall not expire untt! lhe 1St January, after a full ycal' has
elapsed from the date of their joining-.

J. L. R. \<\l,\PLIl\'CTON,

Secretary.
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E. D. ABBOTT Ltd.
FARNHAM, SURREY

CONSTRUCTORS OF SAILPLANES

INTERMEDIARY TYPE OF GLIDERS

IN COURSE OF CONSTRUCTION

CLIENTS OWN DESIGNS EXECUTED

Tel.: Farnham 682, 683
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INSURANCE.

We have arranged with L1oyd's Underwriters a special

scheme of insurance, comprising cover against

A. DAMAGE TO GLIDERS.

B. THIRD PARTY RISKS.

C. PERSONAL ACCIDENTS.

For full details and rates apply to

A. MAXTONE GRAHAM
& COMPANY,
3lnllurance J!jrOkerll,

BUSH HOUSE, ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2.
Te!. TEMPLE BAR 5678/9.

ALL CLASSES OF INSURANCE TRANSACTED.



EXPERIENCE
. I
~ ;

"
IN MOST l\lATTERS IS ESSENTIAL
AND IS OFTEN BOUGHT DEARLY.

By purchasing your Glider from THE BRITISH AIRCRAFT
COMPANY you are profiting by the experience of those

who designed and supervised the construction of the
first Primary Training Glider in Great Britain.

Subsequently we have learned what a Club
requires in its machines and have set

out to build G lidees to meet the
following requirements:

LOW FIRST COST.

EASE OF ASSEMBLY AND TRANSPORT.

INTERCHANGEABILITY OF UNITS.

SERVICE AFTER PURCHASE.

I
,!

1

C. H. LOWB· WYLDE.
K. 8A-RCtlA'" CJJ?EEN.
M. e. L t'Nefl.

•

~ Write to us for further details and illustrated catalogues of the
only all British design Gliders on the market.

OUR EXPERIENCE IS AT YOUR DISPOSAL.

The British Aircraft Co.,
MAIDSTONE.

KENT.

,;
•
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