






The Sailplane April 1St, '932.

best reached almost to the Bowl and back. VI"e \,"ere glad
to see Bradbrooke try his hand with her.
"The HOLS ownel's' again took the air repeatedly; also

Svmmons, who was as smooth and ,(S statelv as usual. A
ni,m's character seems to be as easily read 'from his l1ying
style as from his phrenological bumps.

PROFESSOI{ brought happiness into the lives of Buxton,
Culver, Scott Hall, D. C. Smith and }lodand, but failed
to hold her height after the first about-turn, though Culver
returned to the foot of the launChing-hill after a vertical
inspection of the Club-house.

I)IXON did her elementary work, and a few ground-hops
were given in the other machines. Beginne;rs are now
progressing so rapidly that we have some room for new
members, who would do well to write promptly to the
Secretary, 3S, !\'lilk Stl'eet, E.C.2.

To-day's hill-top launches totalled 36. :\ priceless dav
out, devoid of heroics and of every other source of evil and
misery. \Ve like the five-year-olli who thought that certifi
cates are ohtained, not by Jlying, but by huyin-g the" hird
badges in the littll~ beer shop in the Club-housl'."

PO~TS~IOUTH AND SOUTHSEA GLIDING CLUB.

Sunday, lVlarch 13th.
Several members had Cl surprise to-day \\·hen they found

an old Austin 20 waiting to give th('1ll some really satisfac
tory auto-clastic launching. This had bl'en purchased on
behalf of the Cluh bv one of thl' melllbe;rs, and it has a
very good turn of speed. On,~ nwmlwr was launclwd in
a flat field used by us and continued l1ying for 53 seconds,
landing the othe;r side of the race;-courS(~ among some race
horses. This is the longest time mnde in this field by
any member of the Club, but the fact that impressed us
was t.hat, although the wind was ,~ast,'rly, and hill-Jlying
was not possible, aflt'r a good day's tlying the average tinH'
of the members was well over 30 seconds, so that anv of
them could h,/ve qualified for his" :\."

Sunday, :Vlarch 20th.
The \\-ind to-dm' \\"as south-westedv, i,nd seeIlls to Iw

moving I'ound to thl" most favourable direction for our site.
i\lthough th<: wind was not of suf1icif'llt velocity fur so,lring,
hill nights were the order of the day, and it was deeidl'd
to l1<1ve a spot-Iandi ng competi tion, for wh ich two Irish
Sweepstake; tickets were put up <IS prizes. Some vpry
good flights were made by lV[essrs. 1\lIen, Cooper, Lympany
and Yelf, hut R. Robinson landed nearest the spot-about
sixteen vards from the machine. After the excitement it
was fou~d that someone had blundered, as the tickl,ts had
already been overlooked in the last" Dr<lw." The spot
was 250 yards awav and about 200 feet below, and to get
down membl'rs either had to f1v fast and dive or make a
detour to lose height. The Sl)(;t was on the hill side of a
hedge, SO that tlw practice was in the nature of forcl'd
landings. ----

P~ESTON AND DISTRICT GLlDE~ CLUB.

It is some little time since note;s frOIll us appeared In
these columns, but that does not mean that we have Iwcn
inactive. Changes in organisation and tr;\ining methods
have been made, showing V<lst improvement, and extensive
construction;ll work carried out both on m:1chines and geaL

Through the generosity of a member, W<: now possess a
B.A.C.V Intermediary, equi[)Jled for auto-towing, together
with 8n extra set of complete taper wing parts which, when
constructed, will give us a sailplane of no mean perfor
mance. The modification of our streamlined and nacelled
R.F.D. maehine is nearly comple;ted, which will giv,~ us
another soaring intermediary and, of course, w<: are still
tlying the R.F.D. Primary, which has just been completely
overhauled.

Our training is now carried out at :\Iiddleton, neilr More
cambe, where we have at our disposal six or seven mill'S
of good sand for auto-towing. i\ 2H-h.p. Buiek providps
the motive power, Doth for launching and retrieving, and,
Iwving embarked on this very eAlcient system of preliminary
training, we shall never go back to the shock-cord method
for other than occasional practice launches to k('ep members
in touch ,md, of course, on our soaring site Ht Beacon Fell.

Previous to Sunday, March 13th, we had done no l1ying
since December 6th, 1931, 'lI1d fortunately we had a good

OFFICIAL NOTICES
DIA~Y OF FO~THCOl\UNG EVENTS.

Monday, April 18th, at 6.30 p.m., in the Librarv of
the Royal !\pronautical Societv, Albemarle Street, \\1'.1.
Council -"[ecling, British Gliding Association.

B.G.A. TECHNICAL ~ECOMMENDATIONS.

No. 3.
Serious accidents have occurred recently where !light has

Deen attempted in high winds with ('lell1entar~" training
machines.

Owing to the poor control qualities of machines of the
ZOt;L1NI; type, it is strongly recommended that thev should
not be used for l1ight in winds with velocities' of over
25 m.p.h., or in gusty winds where the maximum reaches
this amount.

Th(~ need fOI' being securelv str;lpped to the scat is :l"ain
emphasised. This is of extl:cme importance. ,.,

(Sd.) C. H. LATL\IEI{ :\EEI)IIi\~I,

:Vlarch 17th, 1()32. Chairman, Technic81 Committee.

day for operations. The tide was low, leaving a large
area of hard, dry sand, the wind 10 m.p.h. from \\1. and
:\.\V. After the B./\.C. had heen tested, all members
who were qualified took turns in !lying it, and it was
obvious that the period of training inactivity of three months
had madl~ little or no difference at all.

R. E. Sharples, in three consecutive !lights of 52, 66 and
72 seconds respectively, took his "B" certificate. A.
vVhitehead, whose only J~ying eXIX'ricnce has been obtained
on t1w R.F.D. Primary, after two preliminary glidl's to
get the fc-I'I of the machine, carril'd out !lights of SS, S7 and
SI seconds, for which he was aW<lrded his" B " certificate
too. Other nl("nbers new the machine with considerable
judgment according to their individual abilities.

We now have seven " :\ " certificates and four " 13 "
certificate;s, ,1Ild <Ire: on Iy a wai ti ng the day of sui table
weather conditions to permit of the" B " pilots nying for
their" C " tickets.

Bv kind invitation of the I-brrogate Club, Easter will
see us with at least two machines at Rosedale, :\orth-East
Yorkshire, and if the weather is kind we anticipate spending
four glorious days with fellow gliding enthusiasts.

SOUTH DOWN GLIDING CLUB, LTD.

/\t a General Meeting of the two Clubs-Southdown Sky
sailing and Southern "Counties' Soaring-held on March
20th, it was resolved to found a ne\\' gliding dub under the
above title.

The flying grounds of th·~ new Club are those of the two
old ones, and its etluipment comprises that used by both
tIll' forn1('I' Clubs, together with some new equipment being
acquired for the purpose of carrying out an attractive pro
grmnme of work for the coming year. This will include a
carefully graded course of instruction for beginners, and a
well-organised prognllnme of auto-tow, dual-instruction and
high-performance work.

The Chairman of the new Club is Mr. R. F. Dagnall,
whose very practical interest in the work of the movement
is too well known to call for further comment, and the
Club is fortunate indeed in securing his valuable help in
that capacity. The Vice-Chairman is Dr. V. Hackworth,
the Deputy-Chairman of the late Skysailing Club, who is
also one of the Hon. Medical Officers to the Club. The
management of the affairs of thI: Club is in the hands
of a capable Committee of officers and members, all of
whom are experipnced in ~Iiding matters.

Over the Easter wecl,-end the new Club will operate at
Balsdean on Friday and S8turday, all day, weather per
mitting; and also on Sunday ;:lI1d ?\'Ianday at sites to be
arranged on the former days.

!\ grand ball is to be given by the new Club at the Grand
Hotel, Brighton, on Saturday, April 16th next, and several
distinguished guests are expected. Tickets, to include
supper, are 4s. each. Reception at 8.15 p.m.
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BOOKS TO READ

Gliding and Sail planing
By F. Stamer and A. Lippisch.

An excellent handbook for the beginner. It repre
sents the collective results of the writers' experiences
since 1921, related in a clear and simple manner, and is
admirably illustrated. 5/6 post free.

---- ------------ ------1--- --.-- -.--------- -------1

Gliding and Motorless
Flight

By L. Howard-Flanders and
C. F. Carr.

A practical, up-to-date handbook giving expert
information regarding training of pilots, organization
of gliding clubs, construction and repairs, meteorology,
etc.; with interesting facts regarding past achievements
and pilots, and official information regarding Certificates.
Second edition now ready. 8/- post free.

-- -._----

Henley's A.B.C. of
Gliding and Sailflying

By Major Victor W. Page.

A simple and practical treatise on modern Gliding.
It describes the construction, launching and control of
the leading types of gliders and sailplanes and gives
instructions for building a strong, yet simple, primary
glider, including working drawings. 11/- post free.

-. - ----------- ------'-------------------_._--- --.

Especially adapted for those with no previous know
ledge of the subject, this book gives a complete review
of Gliding and Soaring flight and is distinctly above the
average. 13/- post free.

Gliding and Soaring
By Percival White and Mat White.

I

I
11-------------------1- -------_._--------------------

" G tiding"
(The Year Book published by

The Dorset Gliding Club.)

A valuable handbook full of useful information, and
one that must make a wide appeal, both to those merely
interested in Gliding and to the advanced pilot who
requires more technical information. 1/9 post free.

_. ... ---_ -------------- --------1

I

Handbook of the
British Gliding

Association

A useful reference book for all persons and organiza
tions interested in Gliding. It includes a diary, Rules
and Regulations issued by the Association, a Glossary,
and authoritative articles on a number of interesting
subjects. 1/6 post free.

Obtainable from the British Gliding Association, 44a, Dover Street, London, W.•.



LEADING AERONAUTICAL
PUBLICATIONS

THE INDUSTRY'S HANDBOOK

"THE HANDBOOK OF AERONAUTICS"
25/- Net (Postage 9d.)

Published under the authority of the Royal Aeronautical Society with which is
incorporated the Institution of Aeronautical Engineers. A compendium of the
Modern Practice of Aeronautical Engineering, containing sections on. Materials,
Performance, Aerodynamics, Design and Construction, Airscrews, Engines,
Instruments, Wireless, Meteorology, and Miscellaneous Tables.

"METAL AIRCRAFT CONSTRUCTION"
By M. LANGLEY.

A review for Aeronautical Engineers of the modern International Practice in Metal
Construction of Aircraft, containing over 240 Diagrams and Photographs of the
Methods used by the most Prominent Designers at Home and Abroad.

Price 15/- net.

"THE AIR ANNUAL"
An invaluable literary work and reference textbook for those engaged and interested
in Aviation and in the Aircraft Industry. Every subject of importance is dealt with,
including Service Aviation, Commercial Aviation, Sporting Flying, Development and
Research, Complete Specifications of Aircraft and Engines, Trade Directories, etc.
Profusely illustrated.

Vo\. I published in 1929. Vo!. Ill, 1931-32, now on sale.

Price 21/- (postage extra 9d.)

" THE ROYAL AIR FORCE QUARTERLY"
The Official Review of Service Aviation. Authoritative articles by Service Writers
on all Air Force Subjects. Fully illustrated. Published January, April, July and
October.

Price 5/- per copy. Annual Subscription for four issues, 20/- post free.

Published by :-

GALE & POLDEN) LTD. AVIATION DEPARTMENT,
2, AMEN CORNER, LONDON, E.C.4


