


Visit Our 

Shops! 


Monday to Friday 9.30 am - 6pm 
Saturday 9.30 am - Spm 

Open until 8pm Wednesdays 

Europe's Largest Mail Order & Retail Pilot Shop 


Monday to Friday 9am ­6pm 
Saturday 9am - Spm 
Sunday lOam 4pm 

Monday to Friday 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 9am - 5pm 
Sunday lOam 4pm 

2001 Pooleys 
Pilot's Diary 

The diary format has a 
full seven days depict­
ed on each page.This 
diary contains all the 
standard diary features 
you would ("pect as 
well as an extensive 
section of general 
aviation information and 
data, including an airfield Iisting,ICAO decode 
table, meteorological broadcast 
section, sunrise and sunset tables, night rules, 
abbreviations, pilots log book and much more. 

9194G 2001 Pilots Diary £7.95 

Christmas Cards 

Send your seasons ._I!I! 
greetings to friends, 
family and work 
colleagues with our 
colourful, fun and 
festive Christmas 
cards. Greeting 
inside reads; 
·with best wishes 
fora Merry 
Christmas and 
a Happy New 
Vear." Supplied with envelopes. 

4111 G'G-XMAS' Cards (Pack ofTen) £8.99 
2552G 'G-YULE' Cards (Pack ofTen) £8.99 

Gift Vouchers 

Are you having trouble deciding what to 
buy for the pilot in your life? Transair Pilot 
Shop gift vouchers are the perfect answer. 

Available in denominations of 
£5-£ 10-£20 & £50 

Call our mail order line on 01273466000 
or visit your local Transair Pilot Shop. 

Ray-Ban 

Sunglasses 


Ray-Ban's have evolved over 5 decades and are 
widely recognised as classics in eyewear 
styling for pilots. These Classic Aviators sun· 
glasses are avai lable in two frame types: 23 Kt 
Gold plated frames and Electro-plated Black 
Chrome frames. They are also available in two 
lens sizes: 58mm Standard and 62mm Large. 

82220 Classic Aviators £59.99 

GPS 310 

The 'allview' technology 
within the GPS 310 tracks 12 satellites 
for accurate poSition fixing, and works 
for 24 hours on just 2AA 
batteries (Not Supplied). 
This rugged. durable and 
waterproof unit is built tough 
to survive the great out-doors, 
and yet weighs only 70z. 

8900N Magellan GPS 310 

Triple Sensor 

The Triple sensor takes 
altitude readings accurate 
to a few meters, reads 
barometric pressure and 
temperature. It can 
display a graph of 
changes to barometric 
pressure variation giving a 
fair chance to tell how the 
weather is developing. Water 
resistant to 100 meters. 
It also telis the time 

4428D Triple Sensor Watch 

IC-A3E 

The Icom ICA3E 
transceiver incorporates 
all of the high standard 
features of the IC-A22E, 
without the navigational 
utilities. Supplied with a 
headset adaptor for use 
with twin jack style 
headsets and a Nicad 
wall charger. 

Free cockpit flight 
bag worth £29.95! 

Save ISS off SRP! 

3130A Ie-A3E Transceiver 

Hangsirn 
Featuring 12 di fferent 

aircraft including 

sailplanes. and rn icrolights 

Eachaircraft flight model 

has been designed 

especially to simulate 10\"1 

speed flight. Real·weather 

effects (Wind manage· 

ment for thermals. ridge 

effects & cloud suckl) 


Training flights, different skill levels and 

competition nights. 

A truly unique 

programme. 


6466D Hangsim software 

Motorola TA-200 

Th
transmission range. Eight channels 

eTA·200 radio has a two mile 

select. with 38 sub channels, red 
transmission light feature,and 
a full 3 hours of 
transmission time 
(40 hours standby). 
WeightlSOg. Powered by 
3 x AA batteries. 

43300 TA-200 (Single) £79.95 

6229N TA-200 (Pair) 749.95 
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~ News 
The next five years 
I AM writing thi s hav ing just returned from 
two we ll-attended and fruitful Chairmen's 
Conferences, at La sham and Pocklington on 
consecuti ve weekends. I would like ro thank 
everyone who braved terribl e weil ther and, in 
the case of Yorkshire, the worst fl oods since 
records begiln, to contri bute to planning how 
the SGA and UK gliding can ri se to the chal­
lenges we face. 

At these confer~' n ces, your cl ub chairmen 
have been examining and discussing the drJft 
strJteg ic plan which is being developed as 
the framework for the BGA' s ac tiviti es, prior­
iti es Jnd resource foc lls over the next fi ve 
years. It covers eve.rything from airspace to 
a i rworth iness, i ntern ationa I representation to 
recruitment of prosp · ct ive glider pilots . 

The I3GA's next task is to ga ther all their 
cOmm -'il ls to inform the final pl an. Until we 
have done that, it would be premil ture to go 
into detail , but we intend to prov ide a sum­
mJry in the nex t issue of S&G, out at the end 
of lanuary. This gives you the chance to 
exa mine the issues before February's AGM. 

In the mea ntime, a ver)1 merry Chri stmas 
and good SOil ring in the New Year. 

David Roberts 
BCA Chairman 

About your magazine 
The (irst meeting 

THIS is the end of my first yea r of editing 
S&G. During thi s time lots of messages of 
praise for the mag"lZ in t' have come in from 
all over the worl d. Such positive feedback is 
welcome - so is constructi ve criti cism, fOl" 
th il t matter - but the people who rea ">, 
deserve the praise are those who have 
worked hard dnd se lFiess l), behind the 
scenes: contributors of sugg stions, feed­
bJck, letters, al·ticl es anci photographs. To all 
those who have given their time so freel y to 
help mil ke S&C successful, thank you. 

Thi s is " IsO the issue of S&G where its 
pri ce is ildjusted in rpspoi1se to changing 
costs over the yea r. 

No one likes pri ce ri ses, least of ali me, 
and if you buv Sl" C over the counter vou 
w ill like thi s' One even less than u; ual 
beelUse the cover pri ce h<ls ri sen by mOrc 
than the subscription pri ce . Th is is in 
respollse to under tandilbie complaints from 
subs 'ribers that they pay their money up 
front, guarilnteeing valuable income for the 
BGA - ilnd yet S&C cost s them more than it 
does for people who buy it issue by issue. 

Over a two-year peri od, startin g this yea r, 
we therefore il im to at' the very least equali se 
the cost, so that UK subscribers are no longer 
at a disadvantage. 

However you buy, though, pl eilse don't 
think you' ll lose out by pay ing a littl e ex tra. 
We have plenty o f plilns to give you more. 
More news, more fea tures, mOre fun - and 
more inforrnation about all levels of gliding. 

Do keep your contributions, photogrZl phs 
and feedback coming in - ilnd watch this 
space. .. Helen Evans, Editor 

How our 
MP works 

for gliding 

Lembit Opik MP reports on recent political 
activity on behiJ lf of the sport in the UK 

THIS SUMMER, panl y beca use I' m glidi ng's 
Pari i<J m8ntary spokes perso n and partl)1 
beca use it was raining, I deci ded to begin 
turning the he<J dy commitments I've made 
for the sport into a programme of politi ca l 
action. Top of the li st were worri es abuut the 
con sequences of the privCl ti sa ti on of NATS, 
and also the chall enge of securing more 
substanti al public fundin g. 

To thi s end, I arra nged two meetings: onE' 
w ith Chris ,'vlullin, M P Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of Stilte for the DETR and the other 
with Kate Hoey MP, Minister for Sport.The 
goal was to explain our position firsthand to 
key ministers, and st<Jrt building a meaning­
ful relationship in the corridors of power. 

was in lul l'. Bilfry 
Rolfe ,1nci Di'lv id 
Roberts jo ined Ille 
at the offi ce of 
Chris Mulli n M P, 
as Dilv icl reln rted 
in th e last S&G 
(The fulure of our 
<lirspace, p4 ). 

I'd sav we were 
re els s ur~d by the 
Minister th at for 

Lemhit Opik 'viP now, the govern­
ment would hon­

our the status quo in relati on to gliding 
despite the projectl'd privati sa ti on of ,)ir traf­
fi c services . The DETR also GOmm itted itself 
to seeking the views of the BGA, together 
w ith o ther interested ,x)rti es, when the 
Commi ss ion's proposa ls on the Europea n 
Single Sky initi ati ve are prese nted to 
Ministl'rs eil rl y nex t I' .ar. 

The onl y wobble in all thi s was in the 
Minister's fo llow-up letter, whi ch added that 
the assurance weren't open-ended tilll0­
~v i s e. This is understandable. No minister 
commits to "forever" if s/he ca n ,lVoid it. l3ut 
let's he grateful for what we got, including 
dialogue with the DETR. We need to get 
Chris Mullin out in a glider sometime. A 
ni ce 60-minute sOJ ring fli ght would do 
wonders for re lati ons, as long as the pi lot 
keeps turns below 2G' 

In August, Roger Coote, Developmen t 
Offi cer of the I3 GA, el nd Andy Davis, UK 
gliding's form er world number one, jo ined 
Barry Rolfe and I at the Mini ster for Sport 's 
London offi ce . VVe explained to Kate Hoe), 
that gliding's popul arity will increase quickly, 

In Lemblt's office, Ba!ry Rolfe (Ieftr Roger Coote, 

Andy DaviS and Lembit plan Iheir minis terial meeting 

largely thanks to <l dvan c s in telCCClmrlluni­
c;ltions. In other words, if you ca n sti ck ,1 
good Cil meril in d glider, il nd show it on TV, 
people will w,ltC:h it. 

Simil il r devices in CM S helped raise the 
popularity of motor ril cing no end, and we 
projectl'd the sa me for !,(Iiding. 

It was clea rl y stressed that beca use of the 
present low publi c I· roiile of the spor t, we 
suffe r whell it Comes to fundin g, as o lle fac­
lor is public awareness - whi ch isn't I' t 
gliding's strength. 

;\1 50, w e talked about how glidi ng c lubs 
Ciln promote our im Zlge and dispel the myth 
that it 's ilr1 allorak pastime. Kate Hoey was 
pleasin gly receptive, and amongst other 
things, was positive about the idea of getting 
cluhs to invite loca l MPs to visit them, w ith 
a foll ow-up letter from the MP tf) Kale Hoey 
on gl idi ng issues. 

O n tax rel ief, 
sh po inted out 
th el t clubs could he 
encouraged tn 
make enquiries of 
their local authori ­
ti es in order to gil in 
discreti onary rei ief 
l ln business rates. 

It was generally 
agreed that the 
best time to launch 
an informcti on Kale Hoey MP 
o ffensive would be 
after the O lympi cs, when the media would 
be in a hett er pos ition to look at gliding. 

Finelll y, we discu ssed the promotion oi tiP 
sport to a young c li C' ntele. This couldlcad to 
more new people taking up the sport, anci 
change the publi c perception of gliding ­
making it more tr nd), and Jttractive to ;] 
younger audience. In the meeting it became 
clear that if thi s is done with thoughtful 
medi a m(l nagement, we could achieve a 
new influx of talent to British clubs, and g ive 
the sport a helpful PR overhaul. 

So, overall, il productive sumr1l r, and 
we're ofi to a reasonilble relationship w ith 
two key ministers in the life of gliding. W ell 
done to the BGA tpam who have been help­
ing out with all thi ~ . l'lext step is tn f ind 
someone to sub the World e liding Tea m 
- Gordon Brown, if you 're rea ding thi s, O UI' 

lines are open and waiting for your ca ll. 
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Safety move on airbrakes 

FOLLOWING a , uggestion by Derek 
Piggott, glider mit nufcJcturers DG 
Flugzugbau GmbH arE. introduc ing a sys­
tem to prevent Jirbrakes opening on launch 
if they arc inadvertentl y left unlocked. 

" In the event of a IJllllch failure or helVing 
to abandon the launch," DerE'k s,lid, " there 
is a very high risk of it serious acc ident if the 
airbrakes have opened." Thi s is beca use the 
very high drag and increased stalling speed 
ca n result in a stall/sp in acc ident beiore the 
pilot has had time to recogn ise th e problem. 

"With aerotow laun ching," he added, "I 
have seen accidents when the pi lot was 
waved off by the tug and attempted to turn 
back Jt low speed with thE' Jirbrakes upen. 

"For many yeJrs I hJve bt:.cn teaching th at 
if the towplane is not climbing normally and 
th e launch is tJther slow, you should imme­
diately look out and check it is not because 
the .1irbrakes Jre opCn. The ruddc'r waggling 
signal docs these days Jt leJst help to elim­
inate the need for the tug to wave off the 
glider at low altitude. 

"With winch launching, the biggest haz­
ard with inadvertentl y-open airIJrJkes is a 
low height laLlllch failure. The pilot has nO 
time to realise anything is wrong and a stJl1 
- or a spin - is alnlost inevitabl e." 

Lottery results 
Winners of the September draw were: 
T Salter (first prize) £60.75 

Runners-up 
JH Stanley £12 .15 
R H Dixon £12 ,15 
S Lynn £12 .15 
CJ Palmer £12.15 
K S Davis £12 .15 

Winners of the October draw were: 

AB Stokes (first prize) £59.25 


Runners-up 
L McKelvie £11 .S5 
P Gray £11 .85 
VC Carr £11.S5 
JE Bowman £11.85 
GH Chamberlain £11.85 

How to help the British team 
As this S&C goes to press, the Club Class 
World Gliding Team has Iclisecl just over il 
third of th e £3 ,000 needed to help Pete 
M<lsson, Ri chard Hooel and Afandi 
Darlington compete in AustraliJ in January 
2001. Backers include: the BGA, the South 
Austr<lliiln government, David Innes on 
behillf of Jo int Avi ation , GMy 8riclgewaler, 
Terry Slater, Nexus MJnagemcnt; and th e 
while planes picture co . The team website 
- wWlv.glidingteam.co.uk - will be upd'lted 
regularl y over the next three' months <l nri 
during the co mpo Visit it to find out more 
about spomorship opportunities, or cil ll 
Marilyn Hood on 01400 281648. 

December 2000 ~ January 2001 

At the last So;) ri ng Society of America 
convention, Derek sugges ted to karl ­
Friedrich Weber that the prob lem was both 
importanr and simple to put ri o·ht. 

The devi ce being introduced by DG, 
(seen above) has been n<l mcd by them a 
"Piggott-hook" in honour of Derek's contri ­
bution to improv ing silfety. 

It will be installed in eve ry new DG glid­
er without charge and will be avail<lble as a 
retro-fit on all their models. 

While it does not address the problem for 
gliders taking off with full airbrake, the wing 
runner or launch marsh JI should spot thi s in 
time. 

"Thi s is a major step forward in mJking 
glider safer for everyone," Derek sa id, "and 
I am proud to be associa ted with it." 

Claim a BGA trophy 
NOW IS the lime to submit deta ils of any 
flights you wish tn be considered ior a 
BGA trophy (awarded ill the BGA dinner): 

Wakefield: Longest distance; Furlong: 
LongE'st triangle; California In England 
Long st tiLtance by a female pilot; Volk 
Longest O/ R; Seager Longest two-seater 
distance; Frank Foster Fil. test SOOkm; 
Manio; fJstest ·WOkm Rex Pilcher Earliest 
D i illonr! d is! nc of the year De 
Havilland maximum gain of height; 
Goldsborough highest-placed pilot in the 
most recent world championship tC<lm; 
John Hands for outst<lnding support to the 
organising or running of competitions; 
Enigma Niltiondl ladder open eclion win­
ner; Firth Vickers N<ltiollill lilcider open 
section ~econd place: L. DuGarde Peach 
National lacld r club section winn er; 
Slingsby 1'.dtional ladder club seIJion sec­
ond place. 

Ali l lights must originate in the UK in the 
l alend r ye r. All speeds/distJnces rl' 
hanni( ,lpped. Decl rtralions NOT required, 
flights must be verified by logger or cam ra 
,md hiH graph, landou! c rl iii cate or 
Officia l Observer. Al l f AI badges, records, 
natie nal b Icier dnd competillon ilight!> .m~ 
dutomal ica lly on .. itiered. 

cla ims should be submitted by January 7 
to l'<lu l rJllb,"3 Salford Close, W Iford, 

'onh,lnts, ' No (,ll 
EIll<l il fJduIUtlhl}@!dicl/,pip x,com 

A fully-updated version of the Sporting Code 
Section 3, incorporating the amendments 
which took effect on October 1, is available 
at www.fai.org/sporting_code/sc3.htmlor via 
a link on the BGA site, www.gliding.co.uk 

The following teams have been voted for: 
2001 World Championships: 1, J Wills ; 
2, A Davis ; 3, S Jones; 4, D Watt; 5, A Kay; 
6, M Young ; 7, P Harvey; 8, R Cheetham: 9, 
E Johnston; 10, M Wells; 11, B Spreckley; 
12, P Jones; 13, T Scott; 14, G McAndrew; 
15, D Allison; 16, P Sheard 
2001 l 'S-Metre World Championships: 
1, S Jones; 2, D Watt; 3, A Kay: 4, M Wells; 
5, K Nicolson ; 6, L Wells; 7, B Marsh; 
8, A Hall; 9, H Jones; 10, P Coward. 

Eta (see last issue, p30) has successfully 
flOWn an end-ol-season 500km in Germany 
- under a 2,600ft cloudbase .. 

The FAI's new president is Wolfgang 
Weinreich , President of the Deutscher Aero 
Club and of Europe Airsports. Mr Weinreich, 
a keen glider pilot, has already met the 
International Olympic Committee chairman, 
Juan Antonio Samaranch. The FAI 
Conference in September also changed the 
FAI's management structure, replacing a 
60-strong Council with an Executive Board 
of seven voting members, better placed to 
take well-considered decisions in a fast­
moving business and media environment. 

Following a constructive meeting with the 
BGA's underwriters, the final details of the 
BGA's back-up instructors' insurance policy 
are being finalised. In the meantime, the 
policy has been renewed and remains valid . 
More information in the next S&G. 

Mike Bird's book, The Platypus Papers, has 
won the Lincoln Award, to be presented at 
the Soaring Society of America Convention 
next year. The prize is given annually for the 
best writing in English on gliding. 

Radio users should note that changes to 
radio licensing mean that Aeronautical 
Ground Station (AGS) Glider licences (for 
ground-to-air communication) have been 
replaced by AGS General Aviation licences 
(still £25 pal while Glider Air Station 
licences are replaced by Aircraft Band C 
licences (£20). If you have any queries call 
the Radiocommunications Agency on 0207 
211 0223 or email AMS@ra.gtnet.gov.uk 

The BWPA's revised A Career in Aviation 
costs £5 from BWPA, Brooklands Museum, 
Brooklands Rd, Weybridge KT13 OON. 

Farnborough-Aircraft.com has taken orders 
from UK buyers for the first two production 
aircraft of the Farnborough F1. 
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BGAAGM, Conference 

and Dinner 200 1 


Eastwood Hall Conference Centre, Nottingham 
Saturday 17 February 

It Gets Even Better! 

The 200 1 BGA Conference and Dinner promises to be the best yet! The programme is 
presently being put together for the Conference, but based on past years experience, get 
your tickets now for the Dinner, as they will sell out! (there is a limit of250 this year). 

Year 2001 Conference 

The Conference wiJJ start about 9:30am, with afull day of informative and entertaining 
lectures, exhibition, and glider display. During the afternoon there will be the BGAAGM, 

and also time to spend looking around the exhibition stands. As usual, the Conference is 
FREE. 

Conference Centre Includes Leisure Facilities 

This year we are moving to the Eastwood Hall Conference Centre. The facilities are 
excellent, and being a conference centre, the BGA will have exclusive use for the week­
end. 

The accomodation and facilities are ofa hotel standard, and the price has been held at the 
san1e price as the last 2 years - £30 per person B&B (based on two sharing). There are 
also leisure facilities, including swimming pool and Jacuzzi. For more information on the 
venue, check their web pages: www.cceon1ine.co.uk!Pages/eastwood.htmL For 
accornodation bookings, please contact Eastwood Hall directly - Tel: 01773 532532, 
Fax : 01773532533. 

Book Early to Avoid Disappointment 

Lunch will be available at £12 for a hot and cold buffet, or £4.50 forrollslsandwiches 
(pre-bookings required). Dinner in the evening is also strictly by ticket only. The cost is 
£22 per person. For more information and to book your tickets for 2001, call Claire at 
home (01280705741), or on her mobile (07887 548913), or email: 
claire@gliderpilot.net 

What They Said About Last Year. .. 

"Ifound the day extrelllely interesting, with a well balanced programme for the day. I 
particularly liked the chance to visit the exhibition during the afternoon extended 
coffee break. .. 

"Well done Claire! Another excellent conference. I found Richard Nobles presentation 
on breaking the :,peed barrier very interesting. I will certainly be there next year l" 
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Your letters 

Come in, number 175 
As the importer of th e first K-6 into the UK, 

read Na n Worrell's Mticle (An aI/-time 
classic, October-November, p26) with great 
interest. 

Among the small group of us working in 
Ghana who started the Accra GC in 1957 
w as a German pilot, Karl-Hein ze Tiede, a 
member of the Hamburg Gc. We were both 
due for home leave in the spring of 1961 
and we both w;}nted to fl y the Nationals at 
Lasham that ye;]r. 

Karl talked me into buying a K-6 and we 
each took delivery of CRS, with trailers, from 
th e Schleicher factory in April 1961 . I 
suggested to Al exil nder Schleicher that, in 
view of the publicity he would get in the UK 
for his product, he might like to ;]llow a sub­
stantial discount; he quickly repli ed thilt he 
would not want to upset Slingsby. 

VVe had two weeks' flying at Hamburg. 
H einz Huth, the then Standard Class 
(K-6n:) World Champion, was CFI and was 
then flying an early version of the K-6E with 
an all-moving tailplane. 
Having flown alongside him 
two or three times during our 
visit, it was clear that this 
(rather twitchy, it was said) [ 
version had .'l far superior 
glide angle. 

The Nationals in ·1961 were 
split into Leagues 1 and 2. 
Pi lo ts were free to choose 
which to fl y in, the choice 
being largely based on si ze of 
head. I naturally opted for 
League ·1 - after all, I did have 
a world-beilting glider. In spite 
of some poor fl ying On my 
part during nine gruelling 
competition days, the trusty K­ ~ 
6 (comp no 17S ) still ended ,.,­
up the leading Standard Class 
glider. At the end of the comp, 
there was something of a queue to buy it. As 
I was impecunious, and just embarking on 
finding il new job, I let it go to the RAFGSA 
for about the Silme price I hild pilid for it ­
£1,100 (about £16,000 in today's money). 
175 - where are you now? 
Gerry Burgess, MARLOW, Bucks 

It was with some surprise and no little 
delight to find the K-(,CR 21 1 featuring in the 
article by Nan Worrell. The K-6 she men­
tions with rega rd to a 500kl11 flight by Tim 
Macfadyen is no longer at Aston Dowll. M y 
wife Margaret ilnd I purchased it in 
December 1998 ilS we felt the need to 
progress from club gliders in order to 
advilnce our flying. It now flies regulJrly 
with Lincolnshire GC <it Strubby, neil r 
Mablethorpe ilnd has had an airing every 
month bar two since then. 

I did not know of 211 's history prior to 
purchasing it, but it is interesting to read 
through the ownership list, which includes, 
in 1963 , a Mrs Anne Burns. 

As a couple of late starters (59 and 57 

December 2000 - January 2001 

respectively) Margaret and I both thorough­
ly enjoy flying the K6cR, accepting its limi­
tations ~ penetration and cross-country 
speed - but finding it thermals well (I most 
enjoy sitting on top of the srilck while some 
of the glass ships gyrate below). It is a joy to 
fiy, giving one the feeling of just strapping on 
wings. 

To date we have had 203 launches, 46hrs 
and 159km in it, the longest flight being iln 
undec lared 50km triangle by myself (I'm still 
wiliting for my official 50km for Silver) and 
30km by Margaret on il Silver attempt 
ilgainst a strong westerly, achieving Silver 
height in the prucess. (Gett ing away is not 
easy only five miles from the Eilst Coast.) 
Neither of us expects tu break any records in 
211: they all go to the glass ships these days 
(a re wooden records needed?) but we thor­
oughly enjoy flying it as often as possible. 
We would both recommend the K6cR to 
anyone looking for a general-purpose fun 
glider with the ability to flyaway. 
Alan Childs, GRAINTHORPE, lincolnshire 

Oshkosh unknown 
It is illany yeilrs since I was a gl ider pilot, at 
the old Bath & vVilts GC, but during a visit 
to Oshkosh this year my eye was taken by a 
very neat machine (see picture, above). The 
main attraction: a pair of small engines with 
folding props. I know that there are sl eek 
machines with engines which folel inside the 
fuselage but this did seem a new concept. 
Unfortunately I could not get ilily details as 
there was a constant flow of interested 
pilots, but the glider appeared to be <lbout 
the size of an Oly 2 <lnd the fuselJge was a 
simple boom. The cockpit seemed to have 
plenty of legroom and the usual instruments. 
Perhaps this may stir th e memory of another 
Oshkosh visitor who may have co llected 
more detilils? 
Pat ladd, BUNBURY, Wiltshire 

From the Arm-Chair Pilot 
It seems a long time ago now, but my mem­
ory goes back even further than Gillian's, 
whose appointment as editor in late 1972 
(S&G celebrates its 70th year, August-

September) happened a little differently 
from her own account. It was I who was 
chairman of the committee at the time, not 
Philip Will s, whom I had su cceeded the pre­
vious June. But since Gilliiln was the candi­
date I was proposing (the Cambridge Club 
mafia at work, of course) I thought it best to 
ask the other members of the committee to 
do the interview, and will h;lVe asked Philip 
to chair it for me. 

I would not be reca lling thi s now were it 
not for the outstilnding success of the 
ilppointment w e made. Long live S&C! 
Anthony Edwards, The Arm-Chair Pilot, 
Cambridge GC 
Gil/ian Bryce-Smith adds: It just shows, 
some of us can't trust our memories. But 
I well recall Anthony as an exc(1l1ent 
chairman who never let the meetings over 
run and delay our dinner, where I gleaned 
the best ideas and offers of contributions. 
Incidentally, Anthony was chairman for 
three stints adding up to 77 years, so he 
doesn 't deserve to have been overlooked. 

One-day comps 
The l<lst end-of-comps party 
before the comp started was 
in 1987 or 88 il t Booker (I was 
there and h<lve tried hard to 
forget it). Ralph Jones won. 
Tell lack Harrison it is fair. I 
think Mr Jones would agree? 
I blame it on the met miln! 
Mike Young, via email 

Au revoir 
As some of your reil ders will 
by now know, I have recently 
resigned from the BGA 
Executive Committee on 
health grounds. Although 1 am 
advised thilt after a relat ively 
simple operation I will be ilS 
good as new, it seems wrong 

to continue to serve whilst my ilttention is 
more than a little distracted by these matters. 
It has been a great privil ege to h<lve served 
the gliding movement on the Executive and 
I am most grateful for all the support I hilve 
received in two elections. Very many thanks 
to everyone who voted for me. 
Richard Yerburgh, WARMINSTER, Wilts 

Be SIFT BC (E) 
\lVith great trepidation, may I slig-gest th e 
above as a contender for the pre tdke off 
check sequence? 

This hereti ca l thought first insinuated itself 
when I was trying to anillyse why I hdd 
attempted to rake off with airbrakes· 
unlocked, luckily during trdining with an 
instructor behind who pointed it out. 

It wasn't that I didn 't know the checklist. It 
seems to me that there is an almost over­
whelming psychologica l pressure to think of 
the closing of the canopy as a final <lction, 
and hence to 'forget' th e next stage. 

It's rather like coming to the end of a job, 
putting th e tools in the box, and closing :;.,. 
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>- the lid, and it's fini shed, or pE~ rh aps like 
clos ing a cupboi\rd or house door. 

So that' the reasoning for the BC at the 
end; what about the one at the beginning? 
Well , ir isn 't usuall y easy to install the 
ballast, if needed, with the pilot in the seil t, 
and if there is no une nearby you are guing 
to h,lYe to get ou t and fetch the ball els t. So 
th e check could til rt with th e pilot outside 
the glider. Rallast is checked cln d adjusted if 
needed. Then with the pilot still outs ide it is 
possible to both move the controls and 
wa tch the control surfaces " nd ' heck that 
correct movement does occur. 

Also, particu la rly in respect of " ileron ond 
eleva tor, if the control s are moved to <md fro 
foirly briskl y, by fee ling and watching the 
controls one Ciln ga in some indi cation as to 
w hether or not the connecti ons il re positive 
(not to rep lace the positive contro l checks 
during DI and before first fli ght uf the day). 

After getting into the cockpi t the 'full and 
free' checks are performed (so it's rea lly 
BCC) Jnd the rest of the check is done. 
Roger Millins, WELWYN, Herffordshire 

Aptitude 
VVhen we take on new club members it is 
usually taken for granted th ot we can train 
them to be safe glider pilots, no matter how 
stupid, ham-fisted or inept they might be. In 
general this is true, so long as they have 
grea t perseverance and a deep pocket. 
Indeed, I c lass myself as a peasant beca use, 
at a time w hen most pupil s were sent so lo 
after abc ut 20 wire launches, it took me 
more thdn 40. When I played cr icket, thdnk_ 
to good coaching, I could make beil uti iu l 
strokes. If only I could have brought the bJt 
into contact with the ball ... 

I'm not suggesting for olie moment that 
we should giv prosp ctive members apti­
tude tes ts, but I would like to suggest how to 
we could help those who sha re my timing 
,)!ld co-ordina tion affl ictions. Attaining th ese 
physical skill s is most ly done by practice, 
but where a probl em often ari ses is w hen 
type conversi ons come alung. Very se ldom 
dues a c lub two-seater hav c l05ely­
matched characteristics to the single-sealer 
and the most criti cal part of the flight can be 
the take-off, whe!'l the pilot has had no prac­
ti ce at all. Keep them on the two-scLl ter ~ nd 
th ey become type-bou nd. 

I think that in thi s rcspect a computer 
fli gh t simulator ca n help. It would, of 
course, be inordin atel y expens ive to get a 
machine and programme to accurately sim­
ulate each glider, but what can be done is to 
give people a whole ra nge of si mulated 
gliders which are different, and give the 
trainee a great deal of practi ce in Jerotow­
ing on them. The landing fl are Jnd hold off 
also lend themse lves we ll to thi s. Q uite late 
in life, I taught myself to fly ambidextrously 
by the simulator. Programme are ava il ab le 
with which you ca n design Jnd build you r 
own il ircraft and ed it their performance and 
handling qUilliti es. 

I once "built " a K-6[ which on landing just 

bounced and bounced. I never did g t it 
down in one piece, but it didn't half 
improve my hold offs. 
John Kenny, WROXALL, Isle of Wight 

New MSIRating? 
The peop le who have felt ob liged to respond 
to Graham M orri s' arti c le (How Good A re 
rour Instructo rs? June-Jul y, p22) have largely 
over looked two salient pu ints. Firstl y, 
Graham has simply appraised uS of his firid­
ings. Secondl y, the facts were presented in 
th ( ont 'xt of the question: is it sa fe or even 
desirable to have our pupils taught by 
instructors who, for w hatever reason, wou ld 
find themselves on or close to the left b,'se­
line un Grahdlll's graph? 

One repl y (There's more to it than fly inp;, 
October- I'Iovember, p9) may have hit on a 
so lution. The logica l ex tension of thi s argu­
ment is, of course, that the Most Senior 
Instructors will do their duties, (Irawing on 
their vast experien ce, wh ilst settled e lIrely 
in th t>ir deckchairs at the launchpoiril. Twu­
seaters and students are thus removed from 
the risk of being taken into th e air by rusty 
pilots. Now how ca n we devise il scheme to 
quickly and safely progress inst ructC)rs who 
have lost interes t in gliding to the hallowed 
ronks of "MSI"? 
Kevin Houlihan CO WICKLOW, Ireland 

Clea rl y my article has been successfu l in it s 
stated aim of stimul ating debate. In the inter­
ests of brevity I will just add th;lt there st ill 
seems to be ex treme concern for instructors' 
problems wi th a virtu - I disregard for pupi ls ' 
pr 1.)l erns. i alsu find what has not been sa id 
very illuminating. No one h(1 S ,tated that the 
current renewa l requ irements are suffic ient; 
ch;llienged the premise that if instructors fl y 
more they might well improve or suggested 
an altern ati ve to more fl yi ng for improv ing 
handling sk ill s. 
Graham Morris, Bristol 

Quantum mechanics for pilots 
Many a Dutch eyebrow shot sky high when 
Mr Morris' art ic le was read. It would be 
interesting to know wh;,Jt hi s definition of a 
good instructor is. Heisenberg'S Uncertainty 
Principle is not unly vo lid in quantum 
mechanics, but with a li tLi e ~l dju stmen t it 
also app lies to the visit of an eXd mincr to a 
club: measu re ment of a partic.ie under 
observation interacts with the particles used 
in the measurement. That is, the presenu 
and behav iuur of an examiner influences the 
behaviou r of the victim. For many years nOw 
in The Netherl ands examinations of in struc­
tors are always carried ou t by two exa miners 
to minimise thi s effect an d f ilt E~ r out pers()n­
il l opinions: we find it is a grea t improve­
ment. 
Bruno Zijp, WHSP, The Netherlands 

Landings, not hours 
A browse through the latest accident statis­
tics, which aga in revea l a huge number of 
avoidab le landing acc idents, has prompted 

me to co ntrihute a perscHl,ll point of view to 
the exc itement cil used by Grah am Morris' 
,l rti cle On instructors ,mel solo fl y ing. 

To r -new my CAA-issued UK SLMG 
Instructor Rating, I alll obliged to be tested 
by a C/\A xaminer eVe'rv 25 months. In anv 
case, I am also exr>E'cte~1 to fl y a minimu~ 
number of hours to re new my JAR PPL as 
well as my UK SLIVIG rJ tin g, and have a 
one-hour check fl ight everv two vears. There 
is no requirement ior any ~f the 'flying to be 
solo. While I do not support the CAA ls 
approach to PPL curren y, I guess numbers 
of I"ndings are difficult to v rifv, but hours 
are usually t<lcho recorded and logged. So 
fur th e good old CAA, hours it is. 

In gliclirig, to renew an instructor rating 
we insist on a number of solo hou rs and a 
five-year rolling programme of refresh er 
training w ith a bit of testing (usuall y by the 
club CFI). Odd ly, there is no requirement Lo 
ca rry ou t a minimum amount of al! initio 
instructi on . Gliding hours Jre difficu lt to 
verify, often rounded up or d wn dnd fre­
quently ignored by those with overflowing 
logbooks - but all c lubs have to ill(,intain 
accurate launching logs heets. 

So I guess we have to ils k ourselves which 
is the bes t method to achieve the Jim of 
good-quality and reason<lbly-standardi s d 
instruction flown safely? Knowing an 
instructor has flown a uuple of five-hour 
flights during the year lTlay give some CFls a 
W,Hm glow, hut my guess is that a fair but 
testing check in g sess ion to a known sy llabus 
covering briefing, instruct ion an d handling 
is far more apprupri ate and useful to the 
customer - the innocent and all-too-often 
fru strated student. 

In my view, w hen it comeS down to fl ying 
prac ti ce, asking ilny glider pilot regardless of 
whether he instructs or not, tu hilve ca rried 
ou t a minimum number of LAUNCHES (and 
therefore LANDINGS) per yea r is prob.1bl y 
more appropri ate and useful to the pi lot 
than getting tangled up w ith hours. I'm cer­
tainly not brave enough to put my head 
above the parapet !'o suggest what that min­
imum should be - there appea r to be (ilr too 
many expert sn ipers ou t there! 
Pete Stratten, BRACKLEY, Northants 

Diving towards the ground 
I was interested to see Dilv id Urpeth's arti cle 
(Sa /utary Soaring, August-September, p60) 
relating to novi ces' seem ing eZlgern ess to 
div towards the gJ'ound as I myself needed 
rescuing from Illy own fate some 25 years 
ago as a new gliding pupil, i'lnci CJ n under­
st<lnd how it can happen. 

I had jni ned the East Sussex c lub at 
Ringnwr when .111 it owned was a single K-2 
and an ex-ba rrdge balloon winch. Launches 
were w ith a very secondhand cable and to 
say cu ble breaks were not infrequent may be 
understating the expectation of reaching full 
height; about 1 ,200ft on a good day. 

Being new and eager to learn I had rea d 
and re-read everything I could to do with 
learning tu glide, mostly the wise words of 
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Derek Piggott. However, these did mdke 
gre<1 t pl<ly about recognising the situations 
which could result in sta ll s and spins ,1nd of 
COurse the vit<1 1 imporlan 'c of prompt initial 
recovery action: move the sti ck forw<l rd to 
lower th e nose. 

With thi s indelibly fixed in my mind we 
gave "a ll out" and I was h,l nded contro l of 
the launch <1S soon <lS w e h<1d reached a safe 
height. Approaching the top of the launch 
the (dble broke (or back-re leased - I'm not 
sure) before I had th e ch ance to release it. 
Qui ck CiS ,1 fl ash I lowered the nose as I 
knew I should, but a little too eagerl y with 
the result uf g nerating some negative g. 
Being a new pupil I was probably Illo re con­
sc ious of the sens,l tion, but nevertheless I 
w rongly interpreted nega tive g as the on set 
uf the dreaded st,lll I had reCl d so much 
clbout: I must promptly luwer the nose fur­
ther. Iv\ure r cow"ry action led to more neg­
ative r~ whi ch required mor forward sti ck ... 
and we re,lched a v rti ca l d ive before the 
instructor rega i ned contro l. 

He was convin ced at the time thJt we had 
lost the elE'va tor and was 
vi sibl y shaken. After I had 
expl ain ed my rea ction it 
touk several fli ghts demon­
stra ting sta ll s and inc ipient the problems of re ruiting 
spins before I beca me confi­ new membe rs into Ihe 
dent th <l t the airc raft had sport. Q ur numbers seem 
stability, WdS not going to to be in decline and our 
fa ll out o f the skv at a curre nt membership is 
moments lapse of ~oncen­ Jgeing. I should like to 
trJti on and that negative g suggest thilt promoting the 
was not the aille JS a stall. status of the Glider Pilot 

What I leJ riled most from Licence (CPU might make 
that epi sode was that read­ ,] difference. Most 01 my 
ing too much ca n be dan­ non-fl y ing fri ends have no 
gerous if nut tempered w ith no ti on of the effort 
demonstrdti oll and practice' required to ga in Sil ver, 
Ron Baker, SWANWICK, 
Hants 

Gender imbalance? 
I have noti c;e cl w ith surpri se that gliding 
records by wOmen are now descri bed JS 
" femininc" records (for example, in S&-C 
and on the BGr\ website) . M y understanding 
is that "feminine" does not mea n " female" 
just as "masculine" does not mean " mJle". 

Whether or not there is J place in the 
modern world for women to be trea ted sep­
JrCl tc ly I do not know, and like most men I 
am iairl y parJnoid auuut the peril s of being 
po liticall y incorrect. 

However, despite haVing no pa rti cul ar 
object ion to female pilots being described 
as fe min ine, I have been taught on instructor 
courses anci elsewhere that we need prec ise 
term ino logy in our sport , so I am mentioning 
it now. Ca n we not revert to cJlling these 
records "women '5 records" (wh ich Jvoids 
the pitfall of imp lying th at a " female record " 
has J gender of its own), or to keep the bal­
ance insti gJte some "ma sculine" ont's? 

But, then, would each be open to either 
gender by choice or inc lin,ltion? 
Andy Sanderson, ESSEX & SUFFOLK GC 

December 2000 • January 2001 

Take a warm hat to Africa 
What J pl eJsJ nt surpri se it was to open the 
August-September edition to find the excel­
lent ilrti c le on gliding in Kenya (p34). I am 
so p leased to seE' that the G liding Clu b of 
Keny<l is still going well and th at peopl e 
from UK are using it for rea l back to bas ics 
gliding during the UK winter. I helped 
Ri ch;ml Jnd Angela Pollard re-establish glid­
ing in Kenya at Njoro nea r LJke Nakuru 
whil st stati oned in Kenya with the RAF 
Training Tea m between 19BJ and 1985. I 
also went bJck in )JnuMY 19B7 to help 
move the gl iding operation from Njoro to 
M weiga and man,lgecl a few enjoyable 
fli ghts at Mweiga before returning to U K. 
Kenya certainl y is the ideal place to go for a 
family ho lidJY: exoti c beaches, m,l gnificent 
game uri ves dnd gliding as we ll. M y onl y 
Zidd itional Jdvice is for UK res idents to take 
a high-quality lined anora k and a wooll y hat 
to wear w hen fl y ing because it is ex tremely 
cold at a c loudbase 0(1 6,000ft in an open 
cockpit glider, desp il"e flying on th Equator. 
Alan Jury, EDITH WESTON, Rutland 

Back to the BAC 
In response to the photograph on p59 of the 
August-September issuc, I bel ieve that C H 
Lowe-Wylde is the chap in the su it and I 
would guess that the person on the far left is 
Uwen Waniiss, the tug pilot invo lved in the 
abortive attempt to cross the channel in the 
SAC VII in summer 193 1. 
Colin Harrison, CHALFONT ST GILES, 
Bucks 

A unique glider 
The photograph in your August-September 
issue is of Britain 's first two-seJ ter, a BAC 
VII , designed in 193 1 for Juto-tow training 
by CH Lowe-W ylde for the British AircrJ ft 
Co Ltd of M aidstune. 

i3JrbJrJ Cartl Jnd purchJsed one with a 
view to winnin g the DJily M ail pri ze 
described in the Idst issue of S&G (Back 10 

Barbara Ca rlland, pi 0). Thi s was thl' first 
glider to be aerotowecl in England and was 
used to deli ve r the first glider mail in a 
demonstrati on tow ed flight from MJnston to 
Reading. 

Th SAC VII shown here is a repli ca buil t 
by me in my home workshop. The wings 
and tail plane are mod if ied from a 19J5 BAC 
Dro ne (the motori sed ve rsion of the glider) 
whil e the fu selage, undercarri age, etc have 
been made from an original set of blue­
prints. It is very unusual for any glider to 
have a fi xed two-wheel undercarri ,lge like a 
powered ,1 i rcr ,1 ft. 

Thi s repli ca first fl ew in 1991, soarS well , 
,1 nd is the only one of its type in ex istence. 
It is currentl y for sale. 
Michael Maufe, ILKLEY, Yorkshire 

Fifties stamps, please 
I am a SpJnish stamp co llector and I have 
seen in my records th at the SGA issued a set 
of six vignettes, printed in blue and blJck for 
Christmas mailings in November 1953 . The 
sa ilpl ilnes represented in the vignettes were: 
O lympia. Slingsby Sky, Schvveizer 1-23, R15, 
SlingsbyT-2 1 Jnd the FAI Cup. Do you know 
of anyone in Grea t Britain w ho could help 
me find a et? 
Encarnita Novillo, Madrid, Spain 

"Sell" the GPL 
S&-C contJin s arti c les 
from time to time about 

Gold or Diamond Badges 
and imply that it sounds 
rather like the 8( y Scou ts. 

of course reply that th ese ilw ards hJve ,1 
very long hi story but I don't think they Jre 
impressed. Their usual first questions are: 
How long does it take to go solo? How long 
does it take to get your li cence? How much 
does it cost? 

The last page of the li cence implies that 
under ce rtain circumstances, the holder Ill ily 
have the pri vil ege of fl ying passengers. If this 
position could be clarified, so that the 
prospect of gJ ining a CPL sounds as attra c­
tive as il PPL, then I think we mighl have J 
ve ry marketable propos ition. 
Peter Holloway, BRIGHTON, Sussex 

Please send leiters to: The Editor, Sailplane & 


Gliding, 6 Salop Close. Shrivenham, Swindon 


SN6 BEN, UK or to: helen@sandg.dircon .co.uk 


Mark them "lor publication " and remember to 


include your telephone number and full postal 


address. The deadline for the next issue is 


December 12. To give as many people as possi­


ble the chance to have their say, please try to 


keep your letter as concise as you can. Thank you 
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Would all customers note that we will be on holiday from 24112100 - 15101101 with limited sales and 
support between these dates. Merry Xmas and a prosperous new year. 

EW A vionics, Seymour Barn, Widmere Lane, Marlow SL 7 3DF, England. 
~-mail ew@ewuk.co.uk - Pho~ & Fax 01628 477999 

The EW model D flight recorder. 
Just £250 plus VA T and delivery 
(offer ends 24112100, save £ 29.38) 
IGC approval for use with the most popular Garmin GPS receivers. 
Comes with software and all you need to connect to your GPS and 
computer. Ideal for all badge claims up to Diamond C and 
competition USe. Incorporates the following features: 24 hours of 
recorded data at a 4 second sample rate, motor and pilot event 
ports, electronic declaration, 9-16 volt external power with 9 volt 
internal backup battery with 40 hours recording time, stand alone 
barograph with 15Km altitude range. 

Special Christmas 

offers from EW 


Less 15% off al/ prices of 

software, cables, calibrations, 

cases, and all other ancillaries 


(offer ends 24/12/00) 


Visit our comprehensive web 
site or phone us to get more 
information about any EW 

products. 

~r:_!ro@@oM!r 

Two-Seater 
Soaring the Andes 
in an S10-VT 19" 

-.- 26 Nov: 1040 km olr 

27 Nov: 1222km A 

13 Dec: 1406 km olr 
(World record) 

14 Dec: 1430 km dist 

16 Dec 1550 km dist 
29 Dec: 1833 km dist 

(World's 3rd longest ever 
glider flight) 

Congrats Klaus Ohlmann 
& colleagues, proving the 
510'5 performance and 

versatility - (and comfort 
for flights of 10-15 hours) 

for Informatlon on new and used 

510's please contaCt: 

Mike Jefferyes, 

Tanglewood, 


F1ngrlth Hilil Road, 

Bladcmore, Essex CM4 ORU 
Tal/Autofex: 012n B23066 

MikeJefferyesCf 
compllsarve.coll1 
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News 

latest flight test programmes 

Glider developments in Germany 
don't stop for the winter ... 

THE REAL benefits of winglets; spinning the 
K-21 with tail ballast; how much the wings 
bend on an ASH-25; th e effects of ilap 
settings on airflow, and the structure of ther­
mals - all thes are currently being studied 
this winter following this summer's testing at 
the IDAflieg meeting in Stuttgart. 

In the experiments by university students, 
supported by the Germany centre for aero­
nauli ca l and space research and glider 
manufacturers, a wide range of technical 

'Eiffel Tower' laser measures wing-bending on ASH-25 

and C of G position, to bring the glider to a 
sa fe configuration for spin training. 

To discover the wing-bending and torsion 
forces in flight on an ASH-25, a so-call ed 
'Eiffel Tower' was mounted on its fuselage by 
the Aachen Akaflieg, which used a laser to 
lake measu rements of the wing's movement. 
This Akaflieg, together with the Aachen 
University Inst itute for Aeronautics, also 
took measurements of the airbrake lever 
operating forces in different gliders at differ­
ent speeds. 

Another idea the teams wanted to test was 
the aerodynamicists' theories about wing 
profile Jnd ilap settings. To this end a 

information contact number 

0207 618 6302 

e-mail: avn@tlclowes.com 

December 2000 - January 2001 

studies were undert(]ken. Winglets were 
fitted to four gliders, <J mong them a Club 
Libelle and Di,scus 2b, to try to quantify the 
effects they have. Although the actual results 
will not be released until January, the pilots ' 
subjective repo rts are that the gliders 
had cleJrly improved stJbility when 
thermJlling, JS well as In improved roll rate, 
and there was a significantly reduced risk of 
dropping a wing on aerotow. 

Good progress was made in the spin-test­
ing of a K-21 with tail hallast and it is 
thought that enough work has now been 
done to calculate a table that gives the cor­
rect ballast, depending on take-off weight Performance of winglets fiffed to Discus 2 was tested 

LAK-17a was fitted with <J cradle to measure 
the airflow behind the wing in various dif­
ferent configurJtions. 

The f<1 scinJting question of just wh t goes 
on inside J thermal was researched furth er 
using J Janus with two big probes, which 
look like machine-guns, in front of its wings 
to take measurements and try to unravel the 
structure and internals of thermals. 

Two new tugs were also put through th eir 
paces, the Korff/ Limbach G109b Turbo 
motorglider and the Austrian four-seater 
DA-40 Diamond Star. Both are sa id to h<lve 
performed satisfactorily_ Jochen Ewald 
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~~DeM.elQ ment news 
An insignificant sport? 
How to change minds 
"GLIDING is not an internationally 
significant sport." 

That WJS the UK Sports Council's reason, 
in 1997, for rejecting th e BGA's applicJtion 
for Lottery revenue funding under the World 
Class Performance 1)lan. At that time, there 
was no redress, nor was any challenge 
al lowed . 

Other sports like shooling, sa iling, cano>­
ing, bob-s leigh, trampolining and water sk i­
ing all gal revenuE' funding. Glid ing missed 
out. Three yea r later, in th e immediate post­
event assessment at the Sydney 2000 
Olympics, meda ls were ev<) luJted in terms 
of their respective Lottery Funds investment. 

Meanwhi le, British gliding has ,1 150 had a 
hi )h ly successfu l run in internati ona l com­
petitions - yet the young British team (right) 
selected for the World Club Class Gli ding 
Championships in Austra li a wi ll either have 
to pay its own shipp ing, travel and competi ­
ti on entry costs or miss out altogether. 

Comp laining wi ll not get British gliding 
anywhere; a construct ive approJch is essen­
ti al. For gliding to be eligibl e for Lottery rev ­
enue funciin>, UK Sport st ill requires three 
criteria to be mel; 

1. ,1 large number of nations compe ling at 
intemat iona l leve l 

2. established success al internJtiona l 
competitions 

3. publiC per eption as a popul,n sport. 
World gl iding championships usually 

JttrJct 24 to 28 competing nations. As a 
compJ ri son, at the Sydney Olympics some 
200 nations were represented and athletics 
att racted entries from about 180 nations. 
Although gliding might become popular in 
more countries than at present, its popul , ri­
ty is unlike'ly to reach the level of track and 
fi eld even ts since mJny nations are unJble 

to glide in their own countries. 
In the last two seasons, Britain's stnlllg 

intern ationJI position has heen further rein­
forced. Steve Jones became Europe,ln 
Champion in 2000 and in 1999 th e British 
team swept the hoard in the Standard Class 
at the Europea n Women's Championships. 

The final criterion is the most cliii icu lt to 
meet. Th key to competing su ces. full y on 
the world gliding stage li es not on ly in ilying 
skills bu t also in effective communications 
and public relations. Much has already been 
done but Ian Godfrey's new Marketing ,lnd 

The team for the Club Class Worlds: seeking sponsors 

COlllmunications COlllmitt'ee f c:es a major 
chall enge. The SGA hus to raise pub lic 
aWJreness of gliding it' Lottery revenue fund­
ing is to be Jccessed in the future. 

Following discussion at the cha irmen's 
conferences, the BGA's Sports Development 
Plan outlines strategies for British gliding, 
both Jt club level and at international com­
petitions. The Pla n, an illlpmtant document, 
is necessar)! to persuade Government and 
UK Sport t() look more t'avourJbly upon glid­
ing for funcJing of ou r interllJtiona l coach ing 
and competition activ iti es . 

Roger Coote, BGA Development Officer 

Ladder's end-of-season lift 

WITH some submissions sti ll to come in, these are the provisionJI finJI scores for the 
1999/2 000 NationJ I Ladders. Thank goodness for August (a nd September) wh ich turned a 
really bad seJson into an JverJge one. Mike Young from Cambridge stJnds well aheJd of 
the rest on the Open Ladder with four exce ll ent flights, three of them scoring over 3000 
points each. Where does he find th t, wea th er? First submiss ions for the 2000/200"1 season, 
please, by Ihe end of MJreh 2001, 

OPEN LADDER 

2 
3 
4 

Pilot 
Mike Young 
John White 
Phil Jeffery 
John Bridge 

Club 
Cambridge 
Booker 
Cambridge 
Cambridge 

Score 
12269 
9262 
9235 
8969 

Flights 
4 
4 
4 
4 

WE LADDEREKEND 
Pilot 
John Bridge 

Club 
Cambridge 

Score 
6409 

Flights 
4 

John Bridge, National ladder Steward 

2 Dave Caunt Booker 6312 
3 Adrian Hatton 4 Counties 6055 
4 Tim Macfadyen Bristol & Glos5811 

JUNIOR LADDER 
Pilot Club Score Flights 

1 Matthew Cook Norlolk 6377 3 
2 Jonathan Meyer Bristol & Glos4165 4 
3 M. Pettican Aquila 3823 

James Clark Cambridge 3412 

BGA courses 

for next year 

Title Dates Incl Venue Places 

tnstructors Course, £250 
ICt 3-11 Mar Bicester 8 
IC2 17-25 Mar Bicester 8 
IC3 31 Mar- 8 Apr Bicester 6 
IC4 14 - 22 Apr Bicester 6 
IC5 12-20 May Bicester 6 
IC6 26 May- 3 Jun Blcester 6 
IC7 1-9 Sep Bicester 6 
IC8 15-23 Sep Bicester 8 

Full Cat Preparation Course, £95 
FC1 26 Feb-2 Mar Bicester 6 
FC2 4-8 Jun Bicester 6 
FC3 1- 50Cl Bicester 6 

7·Day Soaring Courses at Blcester, £115 
SC7 18-24 Jun Bicester 10 
SC9 2-8 Jul Blcester 10 

5·Day Soaring Courses at Bicester, £95 
SC8 25-29 Jun Bicesler 10 
SC 10 9-13 Jul Bicester 10 
SC 11 16-20 Jul Bicesler 10 
SC 12 23-27 Jul Bicesler 10 
SC15 13-17 Aug B,cesler 10 

Soaring Courses at other venues, £95 
SC 1 23-27 Apr Unknown 6 
SC2 30 Apr-4 May Unknown 6 
SC3 7-11 May Shelbourne 6 
SC4 21-25 May York 6 
SC5 28 May-I Jun Bidlord 6 
SC6 4-8 Jun Balh. Wills & NO 6 
SC 13 30 Jul-3 Aug SheOinglon 6 
SC17 10-14 Sep Midland 

Young Pilots Soaring Course, £24.00 
YPSC 16 20-24 Aug Bicesler 10 

BaSic Instructor Courses, £100 
Bll 23-27 Apr Bicester 5 
BI2 30 Apr- 4 May Bicester 5 
BI3 7- 11 May Bicester 
BI4 21 - 25 May Bicester 
Bi5 10-1 4 Sep Bicester 

Completion Courses, £30 
CC 1 3-4 Feb Bicesler 6 
CC2 10-11 Feb B'lcesler 6 
CC3 3-4 Nov Blcesler 6 
CC4 17-18 Nov Blcesler 6 

Instructor Refresher Course, £30 
IR 1 28-29 Apr Bicester 4 
IR2 5-6 May Bicester 

Motorglider Instructor Course, £125 
MGl 9-13 Jul Bicesler Unknown 

CFI Weekends, no charge 
CFll 30 Jun-l JUI Bicesle, Unlimited 
CFI2 21 - 22 Jul BiceSler Unllmlled 

Wave Soaring Course, £130 
WeI 7- 130cl Aboyne 8 
Wc2 14-20 OCI Aboyne 8 
Wc3 21-27 Oct Unknown 8 

Junior Competition Training Course 
to-16 Jun.Conlacl Andy Perkins for details 'booking: 
07801289 123 

Call the BGA on 0116 2531051 for course book ings 
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News 

Ensure your glider is airworthy 

AS NO DOUBT those of vou who were ill 
th e 1S-Metrt: NationJls 'J t LJsham will 
know, writes BCA Chief Technical Officer 
Jim Hammerton (right), it is IXlrt of Illy joh to 
cJ rry oul airworthiness audits of JII BGA­
certifi ed ,1in:raft.The two Ill,lin reasons are as 
follows: 
1. As an audit of SGA Insfwctors ' work. 
2. To assess the genE'rJI airworthiness oi the 
BGA fleet and reporting to the SGA execu­
tive (lnd the C!\A. 

Auditing club aircraft is straightforward 
because of our techniC'll offi cer structure, 
and as Illost gliders ,me stored in a hcmgar 
they arc readily avail,lble. 

Privately-owned airuJft are a cliiferent 
matter. I helieve it is right and proper to have 
t.he owner or his/her r ' presentative present. 

I apologise in cldvance if I pounce on you 
when you have just lancled Jnc! are still with 
your gl ider. Thi s is the best time to car ry out 
ranciom aud it inspect ion 5 with minimum 
inconvenience to yuur flying 'n joYlllent. 

I have IWO issues 10 raise willi private 
owners ari sing Irolll the sn,lpshor inspec­
tions I have rnade so far: 

1. Displ <lY uf 8GA number. Most of the 
aircraft do not have the BGA number dis­
played on the fin or iuselage; this is ,1 

requirem ent in Cldd ition to your competition 
or tri -graph registration mark. 

The SGA number should be displayed on 
a vertica l surface in J contrJsting colour icle­
ally 2S mm (1 in) high letters on at least one 
side of the J i rcra ft. 

2. Display of BGA C of A ticket. AgJin , 
most of the ai rcraft elo not have a valid C of 
A or 30-day ticket insid th aircrail. This i. 
a requ irement because it proves the C of f\ 
is valid. Your inspector will attach a 3D-day 
ticket Orl completing the inspection while 
the C oi A ren ewJI is being prucessed, Jnd a 
sticker is returned with the renewed C of A 
to replace the 30-day ticket in your aircrJit. 
Pl ease do so as soon as you C<ln. 

GLIDER trailers - a valuable investment, J 
necessary evi I or en cumbrance - whatever 
your viev~, for the WIst majority of gliders the 
trailer is its main home. You may now be 
consigning your glider to its winter hiberna­
tion. Consider the environment you intend 
tu 5t ne il in. This does directlv affect the air­
worthine ·s of the aircraft , whether milcle of 
wood, metal or composite materials. 

Darnp or le;l king trailers ellCOUrJge milny 
iorms of fungill attack or corrosion , some 
wit'h farKY long names like Coniophora 
cerebella (Wet Rot) ,lnd Merulius lauymJns 
(Dry Rot). These and thei I' many cousins 
would love to make a meol of your cher­
ished gl ider given hJif a chonee. 

Obviously, gl iders constructed from natur­
al materials are Illore at risk and these arc 
the very candidates with older trail ers. On 
the other hand, metal and cOfnpos ite gliders 
are not immune. Mo. t metal - be it steel or 
aluminium - will corrode, given til right 
conditions, a scratch in the paint or coating, 
and a dissimilar unprotec ted joint will try its 
best to revert to its natur,ll st, teo Composite 
structures arc mostly hydroscopic and will 
absorb water. When the t mp rature fall s 
below freezi ng and the water exp<'1l1ds, dJIll­
,]ged or weakenecl structure is th e res ult. 

The main ~torage problenls are, firStly, 
ingress of water; second, drainage; and 
thirdly, but by no mea ns last, ventilation. 

Water Entry: A leaking roof, sides or floor 

can let water in. Check with <1 garden hose 
and spray attachmenl. Fix any leak. 
Remember the point where water appears 
inside may be some dist"3rlCe from the exter­
nal entry point - so check those seams. 

Drainage: If water gets in (through an 
open door, a wet glider or dripping from a 
hallJst tank), mJke sure it can dra.in Jway. 

Ventilation: f\ little water inside can easi­
ly tum into water vapour' On a ni ce warm 
autumn clav. These swee1l boxes Me ide, I 
conditiuns lor fungi or corrosion. Make sure 
you have Cldequate functioning ventilation. 

Maintenance: All the mechJnical items 
on your trail er require maintenance. Maybe 
just a clean Jnd operational check, or a full 
service. This includes couplings, wheels, 
brakes, lyres, I ights and el('ctri cs, stowag 
Jnd fittings. Trail er mJnufacturers publish 
some very good guid 'S. "Vhy not use one of 
their maintenance . chedules, amended if 
necess ryi After all , it is in your best interest 
to make surf> your trailer is fully service­
able/ leg,l l Cl il year. Try landing out in Jan uary 
- and it takes your volunteer crew two hours 
to fix the lights or free J se ized coupling. If 
you don 't repla ce a worn tyre for £3S you 
are putting at risk a glider worth, say, 
upwards of £,,)0,000. 

Image: Consicler, as well, the image you 
create. The public normally sec us in the air, 
,md marvel at "h IN does it stay up without 
an engi ne?" or "Look at that - fa.nta stic". 
Next thing they see is a sc ruify, once-white­
turnin"-green trail er crawling along with a 
wonky wheel, no lights, held together with 
duct tape. "Vhieh image do you think sticks? 
The last One. Not illl trJilers can be hrand 
new, but they can all he looked a iter, and 
giveri the best possible maintenance at low 
cost ensuring safety on the road and in th e 
air. Make your trailer the best advert possi­
ble for gliding, rl' r)[esentin o the dedicated, 
highly-skilled hody of r ople who make up 
om Association . 

A ton at Inter-Club 

SEVEN enthusiastic leagues - including, for the iirst time 
in a decade, one irom Yorkshire - conVl' rged on Hus Bos 
ior the Int "1'- ' Iub League Fin ;:1i, writes Mike Jeiferyes. 
Taking part w I'e Southdown GC (South-Eastern League), 
Yorkshire GC (Yorkshire), Midland GC (Rockpolishers), 
Oxford GC (Midland), Bath , Wilts & North Dorset GC 
(Southern ), Essex & Suffolk (East Anglian ) and Th e 
Soaring Centre (Eastern), Sunday, the only contest ciaI', 
was well Jnticipated by I'aul Crabb who th en showed us 
how to ify. I helieve hisl 04klll/h was only the third 
" ton " al a finill. Thanks to The Soaring Centre; for making 
us so welcome and congratulations on winning ,III three 
classes. Lt'"tt 10 right. Richard Large, Tom Burton, Rolf 
Tidema and PJul Crabb (all Hus 80S) anci Mike Jeiferyes 

., 
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by Michael Bird 

011 6 253 1051 

£23.45 inc UK p&p 

"

the neighbours . .. 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


A pair 0 

socks, 

o 
... something you really want for Christmas. 
We suggest you leave S&G lying around 
the house open at these two pages 

The Soaring Pilor's tV/w/lwl 

hy Ken SII'II'url 


Airli)i' Pulili.l'hing 
 111 
BGA shop. 0116 2531051 

£22.00 inc UK p&p 


This hook, which follows on from 
The Glider Pilot's Manual, aims to 
i ntrociuce pi lots who have m<Jstered the 
basic skills to the joy clnd frustration of 
sO<Jring. Il seeks to provide a complete 
guide to elll forms of lift and how to 
exploit them. The focus is on normcll 
British conditions - thermi c cross-country - but ridge, wave 
and sea -breeze front soarin al-e also well covered. The for­
mat is theory followed by practical application: the 
former is clearly and simply explained; the latler is down­
to-earlh and useful. For what is basically a textbook, it's 
surprisingly readable. The 380 pages contain an impressive 
amount of information elbout soaring techniques; none of it 
r volutionary, but well organised and comprehensive. The 
book is structured into three prugressive se ·tions, the fir. t 
dealing with basic sortring, the second with cross-cuuntry 
flying, and the third, a guide to personal improvement and 
development. Scattered through the text are short stories, 
which add human Jndn<Jrrative interest. The writing is 
lucid; simple and precise, but relaxed enough for the odd 
humourous ,lside. There are pl enty of diagrams which <Jre 
generally well constructed and <J good ilid to understanding. 
It's invaluilble to new soaring pilots, saving years of trial 
anclerror. Also useful for completing or refreshing the 
knowledge of pilots up to Gold/first comp standalTJ. Now 
all that's needed is decent weather... Jessica Pennant 

"oon'l read it in bed, " 

says Canadian Tony 

Burton in Free Fligllt. 

you 'll lose sleep and 

your laughter will wake 

O:('c 

Noted as I am at Cairngorm GC 
(Feshiebridge) for my meticulous 
attention to my dress, I W<JS 
nominJted to evaluate the one-piece 
Ozee flying suit. Its outer IJyer is 
claimed to be wilterproof, windproof 
and permeable to w<Jter vJ[Jour from 
the body (sweaty pilots are to1ctfully not 
mentioned). This is lined with a micro 
insulating layer, quilted onto a nylon 

E.reOf Flying Suil 
O:(le Leisure 
1\ ' \1 '11'.():ce_('o.lIk 

fl50.0() in(' V4T1UK p&p 

inner lining. All this weighs in at 1.5kg. 
There are long, double-action zips on the outside leg, from ankle to hip, 
o1nd with this wide opening I can easily put it on while wearing ski boots. 
The single front zip up the chest is o1lso double action, opening from the 
top or bottom, enabling ilccess for <J very importilnt male function on long 
flights. I'm 'tall, slim and fit' and the suit filted well, with adequate ilrm­
length, often a problem for me. The elasti ca ted wrist-cuffs seal well, as do 
the ankles. There are two chest pockets and two trouser-type hip pockets. 
All have protective covers over the zips. The double action leg zips <Jllow 
access to the pockets of trousers worn under the suit. Unfortunately, all the 
pockets arc inaccessible when you arc weJring J paril chute dnd strapped 
into a seat. 
I first tried it on a cold, windy, showery October morning while wearing 
shorts and T-shirt underneath. I was blown 011 by (l chill south-westerly and 
rJined on from time to time, to my complete. indifference; I was warm <Jnd 
snug. Initial jests (you C,lIl guess !) from fellow cluh members slowly turned 
to envious looks. Furthermore my b<Jrc hands didn't get cold due to th e 
excellent arm insuliltion. In the back of il dr<Jughty Bociiln I was comfort­
able and warm, the high collar keeping me snug from the gales whistling 
through the leaky reJr canopy seals. VVhen fl ying my trusty Skylark 4, I 
suffer from cold feet due to draughts and here the Ozee suit helped <J lot, 
although the tops of Illy boots were too low to be covered by the suit 's 
elastic ankle cuffs. The rest of me was comfortably snug without over-heat­
ing even when the sun caille out. For reJlly cold condition s, more than 
shorts and T-shirt under the flying suit might be pl-eferable. 
Great for T-21 pilots all year round (wear high-ankled boots). Great for 
skiers in cold conditions. OK for pdraglider pilots (just a lack of accessible 
pockels; wear high-ilnklecl boots). DeSigned for microlight and hang-glider 
pilots. Great for airfield posers - beJts shivering in tatty jeans and sweat­
shirt. For glider pilots - this flying suit will definitely keep you warm, dry 
and comfortable 011 the airfield with no gaps for wincl to creep in. So, if 
you are d glider pilot and into ski-ing/snowboardinglmicrolightinglhang ­
gliding/par<Jgliciingiposing, I can recommend this multi -purpose flying suit 
for practicillity dnd comfort in cold conditions. Ray Lambert 

by Edward Hull 
London GC, Tring Rd, 

Dunstable LU6 2JP 

£9.99 plus £2 UK p&p 

£31.50 inc UK p&p (also from BGA shop) 

If you don 't This club history (1930­

already have this. 2000) reveals the roots of 

prepare for a Iheir sport to newer pilots 

treat. Cross ­ and will bring back fond 

Country Soaring memories for velerans 

is a classic 
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Narrmr-!Jrilll/lled soarillg hal 
11'11'11 '.g lilli Ilgshup.( '0111 

Price f5.0(J inc UK p&p 
(bulk c1uiJ orders possihle) 

If YOLI want to get ahead, get a good 
hat. Keeping a good lookout is point­
less if you can't see beyond its brim. 
This hat's brim is onlv about lin at 
the front, as vou can 'see frorT) the 
picture wher~ it has been placed 
under ,] conventional hat. Iv\ade from 
100'1\, cotton, it sits unobtrusively on 'ilie head so that after a while 
you forget it's there - and it does exactly what a good hat should. It 
can even be used to wipe maps cl ean after flight! The smaller brim 
means you elo need to protect your nose with sunblock, but you 
can buy sorne well wacky colours nowadays... Jed Edyvean 

The Vintage Gliding 

Cluh 


28th [nlemati nal 
Rtllly 

Tibcnham Nllrlolk 
England 

lul) _ 'h 

host of marvellous in-flight shots. It could, perhaps, 
have done with a little more editing, but that said, 
it's a super insight into the fascinatin g, and at times 
entertaining, world of the Vintage Gc. A pleasant 
way to spend a winter's afternoon should the 
launchpoint lose its attraction ... 

E.I'.Il'llIi([1 Towing /-/,,"r//J()ok 
Philip Coyn!' 
Good I)()okshops 
f9.99 

You'll never believe there's 
so Illuch to towing until you 
read this 196-page book 
- but it might just help 
keep you and your trailer 
on the straight and narrow. 
A IllUSt for synciicates plan­
ning to transport their toy. 

Subscription 
BGA shop 

011 6 253 1 051 

£20 inc UK p&p 

US $43 (airmail) 

US $33 (surface) 

Buy someone you 

love the next year's 

issues (or persuade 

someone to buy them 

for you) 

Villluge Glida Cll/Ii 
28th Internwiollal Rally 
OII,tllOrpe Prodllctions 
0194981713 
Pricc tt:!.OO +£I()O p&p 

If you want to see some 
of the world's most 
beautiful vintage gliders 
in all their colourful 
glory th is video is for 
you. The flying scenes 
are magical, from 
Graham Saw's peerl ess 
aerobatic performan ce 
in his 1949 Lunak to a 

Nick Wall 

Meteorology and Flight: 
A Pilot's Guide 
Third edition 
Tom Bradbury 
BGA, 01116 253 1051 
Price £17.50 inc UK p&p 

Everything you wanted to 
know about weather and 
flying condensed into an 
easily comprehensible 
classic volume. Plenty of 
photos and well-drawn 
diagrams help to explain 
it all. Tom doesn't just 
explain the weather 
- waves to convecUon, 
METARs to TAFs - but 
uses his years of gliding 
experience to tell you 
how to fly in it, too. 

Gassebner, 
Prost & 
Baitinger 
Motorbuch Verlag 

Postfach 103743 

70032 Stuttgart 

The ultimate coffee-table Anyone who has flown in 

book - even if you can't a Lancaster or glider wilt 

read German, just took at know at once that the 

author has "been there" those stunning photos: 

- Eric Boyle from Std Libe/le to SB 10 

Solario 
Firehird UKltI'1I '\lj7rehirdllk.co/ll 
(J 14(J4 891685 
P,.,ce f99.99 pillS f2 .99 UK p&p 

The Solario is a neat, solar-powered, 
aud io-on Iy vario fro III ha ng-gl id i ng and 
paragliding which would be useful to 
those without an audio vario or who 
want a back-up (no batteri es to forget! ). 
Mounted on top of the panel it 
appe,lreci quite responsive, but not over 
responsive. It will indicate pull-ups. You can adjust its settings to 
get the volume and sink thresholds you require, although the 
steps jump from 1-31ll/s and an intermediate setting would be a 
useful improvement. We tried it in a K-21 ilnd a Mosquito ilnd it 
worked quite well. Paul Robinson 

PilOl's S Ullllller 

Tiger & Tvger!OI695 575112 
fl5.5(J inc UK p&p 

When Frank Tredrey wrote 
this book in 1935 he was 
27 years old. Through its 
pages you can share his 
trials and tribulations as he 
strives to pass th e RAF 
Central Flying School 
course. The writing is vivid 
and cOlllpelling, 
carrying the reader into the air in the Avro Tutor to 
share Tredrey's Illistakes, successes and pleasures. 
But Pilot's Summer is Illore thiln a flying book. it is 
also an evocative social history, redolent with the 
atillosphere of the RAF between the WMS. The 
cuStOIllS and rituals are brought vividly to life in 
the Illultitude of polished vignettes interspersed 
between the flying passages. Both as a flying diary 
and as a portrait of RAF life in the 1 enOs, this book 
is sheer del ight. John Allison 

Wingsp(/I/ 
HMVll1'lI'll'.hllll·.CO.llk 

--r E9.99 
WIII GS PA~ 

Ja zz and gliding - neat. 
I believe this CD's cQver 
shows an SB-ll, and on 
the rear there's a picture 
of the Genesis. The 
Illusic is by a sextet led 

by pianist Mulgrew Mill er. Of course I had to buy 
it as a coll ector's itelll once I'd seen it, but I struck 
lucky. It's a great jazz disc: an ideal gift for any 
jazz-loving, glider-flying person! Peter Fuller 

From: 27 Scotforth Rd, 

Lancaster LA1 4TS 

£13.95 plus £1 UK p&p 

A gripping novel. 

David Millett 
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PLATYPUS 


An open and shut case 

A BREAK-IN al Ih _. Bristo l & Clo.> CC last 
-,ummer caused nne' o f th eir pilots to miss 
his 750km Diploma. Th e police, (or once 
arriving with inconvenient promptitude, 
immediately decidLy lthe burgled hanga r 
area was a Crimt' Sct'ne, and nothing was 
to be moved until/hey had ploclrle ri 
through the evidence. By the lime the cops 
had finish ed, a cruci;:" hour had been lost, 
and 50 was the Diploma. 

Some might think this funn y, but I was 
dt'eply movcd as I read the sad tale laIc 
last night, and I soon slipped into a reverie, 
aided by a dram or two of Clenfiddich, 
wondering how I might havt' beh,weci in 
similarly stressful c ircumstances ... 

At the first glimmcrings of what las t night's 
forecast promised to he a super day, a 
ble:Jry-ey 'd PI t tumbles into the club 
offi v adjoining the tug hang r. E:Jgerly he 
switches On th e computer and coniirms 
thilt wonderful prognosis:i 2 hours of 
strong therm als ilnd o,OOOit cloudhdses . 
He gives a lilli e croak of joy: the first t'ver 
1 ,OOO-kilometrc' FAI tri angle in the UK is 
within his grasp! He steps across to the 
Hewlett -Pacbrd printer - and finds he has 
trodden in something sticky. What's thi s? 
He w, ddles ov r to th light swit h. 

The Unstab le lub's only other star long­
distCl n e pilot is lying there, stone dead in a 
poo l of blood. The safe door is open; the 
sa fe empty. The miscrea nt has obviously 
been surpri sed in the COurse of his thi eving 
by a visitor even more eager than Pl at to 
get the grea t furecas t as ea rly as possibl e. 
The burgl ar must have swung :J t his victim 
with the nearest heavy object th,lt cami:' to 
hand - the ma ss ive RJV Stafford-Allen two­
se,lter trophy, a T-49 C;pstan cast in 
bronze. Th n made ofi w ith the Club 
tak ings for the Pilsl month - a derisory 
ilmount, but let it pass. Plat hilS read 
enough cheap cr ime fi ction to know that 
rigor mortis has set in. By now the thief is 
in London or Birmingham. Hot pursu it is 
(lut nf the ques ti on. Detailed po li ce work 
\.vill be necessa ry. 

"Omigod," he thinks. 
Suddenly, footsteps and cheerful voices . 

f\l ni c ' Other members are. arriving to sei ze 
the clay. Franti ca lly Plat drags the stiffening 
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body behind a desk and pulls a ca rpet over 
the stain , then moves swiftly out of the 
offi cc towards the hcl ngM. 

"Hey, Pl at, wp're just going to the 
computer for a (orecJSl." 

"No need. It's mcga. Let's get the tugs 
Cl nd the gliders ou t to the launchpoint now'" 

"C()sh, you're in a tea ring hurry this 
morn ing!" 

"So would you be in my shoes: this is 
The Day. Hilton Cup here I come, 
champagne and frce I,l unches and 
beautiful girls and 15-knot lift, fl y-fishing 
and beautiful girl s and free gliders ... " 

" Plat, don 't you think an iUO take-off is 
J hit early ~ . ven for a pilot of your skill and 
experi ence, espeC ially with 700l h of wa ter? 

" Don 't wurry abou t me, toung fella. Wet 

PLEASE WlPE 
'lOUR FEET 

distinctive footprints 

or elry, I ca n pl ay these ridges like a v iuli n. 
I' ll get goi ng well before the therm a Is St'H!. " 

" I' ll give yOu ,1 c.:1I1 to See how you're 
gettin g on." 

"Er, don't bother. Radio's been On the 
blink." 

Plat slips the tuggie a larger-lhan -usuJI ti p 
to make sure he get5 first launch. He then 
readies himse lf in the cockpit, presenting to 
the small crowd a pictu re of focused se lf­
possession that is totall y out of character. 

uTIlerc he gocs, just cl earing the bou ndary 
fence - and not ground-loop ing thi s time 
either. Amazing how the prospect of being 
in the C uinness Hook of Records 
concent,-at -·s the mind, as Dr Johnson 
neil rl v said." 

" I tllink it was the prospect of being 
hanged in " fortnight." 

All is qUiet. 
Then the distant wail of a siren, gettin g 

closer. Over the brow of the slope comes a 

pol ice Glr, nu, three police Cars, bouncing 

across the lumpy terra in to the launchpoint. 

Inspec tors and other ranks pour out. 

The story of how they w ere call ed by ;1 hys­

terica l c lca niilg-woman is bri efly told to the 

stunned members. 


"We must apprehend this brute. Very 
distinct.ivc (ootprints in the blood, sort of 
webbed. Thil t mUst nJrrow it clown. I guess 
you don 't get many web-footed horni cid, I 
l1l [lIli ;)cs here, not even in thi s c lub. 
Wherc"s his getaway vehicle!" 

Al l finger ' point at a speck three mil es 
away, low on Ivinghoe Beacon. 

"Moti ve twofold: needed cash to pay for 
new 31-metre glider, AND didn 't mind 
putting his nea rest ri va l out of the way 
when he was caught. You told me everyone 
s;) ici he W ilS pretty dangerous ?" 

"Well y ·s, but not in that. way," say the 
club chairnlJn thoughtfully. 

"What's the glider called, so w e c~ n put 
out a general illert!" 

"ET!\, it mea ns -" 
"Strewth! That 's" terrori st orga ni . ati on. It 

,1 11 fits! Where's he go ing?" 
"He sa id he was going to do a thousand 

kilometrcs _ " 
Impatientl y the detective- inspector 

spreads out a Illap of Europe, and w ith the 
help of a large pair uf compasses draws an 
arC of a thousa nd kilometres' radius from 
Unstable Downs. 

" Ri ght, SergeJnt Tomkin s, I want you to 
call Inteqx>1 <Inc! ask them to he ready to 
intercept thi s chappie " t any airfield on il 

line from BilbJO th rough Avignon, MilJn, 
Innshruck, PraguE' and Ber lin . I'd say we've 
got the blighter more or less cornered, 
wouldn't you agree, ·'h , Sargel " 

Advice to the editors 
of club newsletters 

The biggest hate of editors of mags for 
slll;lll associations is not the printer or even 
the Club Committee, it is the members who 
<l iril y promise to w rite articles but are 
cOlllpletel y unreliable and (Jut of control. 
There are no greed or fea r buttons for the 
hapless editor to press. 

The di fference between an ama teur and 
J profession<ll jourIlJ li st is not that the 
latt.er writes Illore vividly, Illore IllDvi ngly or 
more wiltily. The difference is simply that 
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the pro (on pain o f havi ng to look for other 
means of feeding hi s bmily) sticks to the 
ass igned topic, keeps to d specified number 
of words, gets people's names ri ght and 
delivers copy on time. He doesn't get 
miffed if the ed itor hacks it about after the 
cheque is cashed. All this is worth Jny 
aillount to a harassed editor, be the content 
as dull JS ditchwater. The poor editor 
doesn't even mind if the writer uses everv 
cli che in the book, for eXil mple: "dull ilS ' 
ditchwater, " so long as it fits the hole on 
the page on th e due (bte. 

The output of the ilmateur writer, 
by contra st, is like Ogden Nash's ketchup: 

" \l\Ihen first you shilke th, k tchup bottle, 

Nothing'II come, then a lot'/l." 

YO LI spend month, on the phone or in 


the club bar, tlying to persuade someone 
who has done a fantastic fl ight to write 
1,UOO words Jbout it. Then, just when you 
hJve given up, cowed by threatening let ­
ters from the phone compJny, and the edi­
to r's bribe fund (a lway. much too smilll) 
having run out of beer-money, a manu­
script arri ves unannounced with a great 
thud on the doormat. All in harel y- Iegible 
longhand, this screed rivals Wilr and Peace 
and Gone with the Wind in sheer bulk. 
Now you just try cutting it down to the 
size you dsked for in the fir,t place. Talk 
about umbragel 

I cou ld write a Dale Carnegie book in 
reverse . Instead of How to make friends 
and influence peo/Jle this would be called 
How tu los£' friends and alienate people. 
All vou have to do i, become the editor of 
a p~lbli ca tion for a small community. Edit a 
loca l newspaper, J parish mJgclz ine or Cl 

club news letter (a ny club: golf, croquet, 
pigeon-breeding, ferret-fancying, the more 
ingrown the better). It is much 'ater to ed it 
il nationill ncwsp,lper with screaming he,ld ­
lines deliberil tel), intended to give offence 
and infl il me rage : the edi tor li ves hundreds 
of miles aWJY, has an ex-directory phont' 
numher, nobody knows what he or she 
looks like Jnd the editorial office isn't like 
a fortress, it is a fortress. And vou have tota l 
power over your writers. Bliss: 

With a smilll journal you can give inerad­
iCilhle offence and inflame apoplecti c rage 
without even knowing it till you get the 
furious phone call at three in the 
morning from someone who's been reading 
the club Illagazine as a cure for insomnia 
(usually infJilible). He has found that yOLi 
co rrected his miss-spelling of "its". Or 
yuu've let someonE' else write very mildly 
that the insomniac's ca rrots at last w eek's 
Show w en: perhaps not quite up to th eir 
former wondrous standards of length, 
thi ckn ess and redness, although th eir 
flavour is still renowned. The inso lllni Jc is 
now wide awake and writing to the 
Chairman to get you dism issed from your 
unpaid post, and more worryingly to his 
lawver to hJve vou sued clown to your 
socks. ' 

Get a life. Apply for the edi tor's chair at 
the News of the World. 

December 2000 - January 2001 

Olympian depths 

There is still ,1 hankering by glider pilots, or 
at least by some bigwig, in this grea t 
movement of ours, for gliding to be an 
OlympiC sport. When I was last in Sydney 
(0 wondrous town!) I was told that gliding 
has been on a ca ndidilte-list of OlympiC 
events for yea rs but has never quite made it 
to the top, when ,ome committee selects 
the cream (o r the scum, depending on 
your point of v iew) of sports, such as 
synchronised drowning and Black Belt 
origami. The one exception would have 
been in 194U, when sad lv the world's fin est 
glider pilots w ere preocc~lpied with other 
things, such as rearranging London's 
appalling Victori an architecture. 

In th e days of the Cold War the 
OIYlllpics were tainted by internation,ll 
pol iti cs. The good news now is thJt 

when I was last in Sydney 

intern ation a. l politics no longer drives The 
Games. The bad news is th,lt international 
Illoney drives them insteJcI, Jnd even 
more r lentl ess ly. The USA's N,ltional 
I3roadc.1sting orp had paid so Illuch 
Illoney for th e U rights I Th Games th is 
year th at the on ly way back to so lvenc" 
was to maximise adverti Sing revenue. This 
in turn Illea nt getLing th e IJrg st possible 
female audience. The cu rrent helief 
amongst M adison Avenue ad Jgenci es is 
that women are three times more 
sllsceptibl e to tel evision comillerc ials than 
men. This gross slur upon the female sex 
has gone unchallenged. Where it came 
frolll I don't know, but it w as not around 
when I Illeilsured teievision audicnces for a 
living, nor when I published magazines for 

""omen. Wh,lt is a more concrete fact is 
that f\meri can wOlllen spend all th e 
money: they now deterilline the rnake o f 
car the family will Lise (the Illan is all owed 
choose the engine size and colour so he 
feels in chen ge) and even dec ide w hJt 
c luthes their husba nds aren't go ing to look 
sill y in, regardless o f comfort. Which is as it 
should be, of course. 

But the dfect on the content of OlympiC 
television transmi ss ions has been 
devastating. Just when some obscure Greek 
- whose ancestors invented the Games in 
the first place - is about to JUIllP for a 
world record and an Olympic Gold M eda l, 
the cameras will switch to an intervi ew 
with a young w oman from Indianil who has 
overcome a traumati c childhood (well it 
W,15 hel' boyfri end's ni ece, actua lly, but she 
felt it deeply herself) to achieve 
15th plilce in hJllroom danc ingor somE' 
such. Such swi tches do not represent 
cluillsin ess on the part of NBC, nor 
mi splaced patriotism, but ca lculated 
Illarketi ng pol icy. 

So the only way glid ing is go ing to get 
any coverage is to ensure th at a glam rous 
young female team from th 5, 
preferabl y each one w ith a tear-jerkin g 
p~ st, takes part, Jnd i allowed to get 
through 10 Ihe Finals. M en, especiall y 
fo reigners, w ill get coverJ ge only if they 
crash spectacularl y ri ght in front o f the 
ca meras. Volunteers ior thi s cho re will be 
handsomely compensJted (or their nex t of 
kin will be) from a slush fund. 

As ,1 cCJnsultdnt to compan ies tendering 
for broadcilsting rights to the next Gamcs, 
and a long-time expert in what women 
w ant (even if they don't always gel it) I am 
prepared to take commission s trom gliding 
movem .nts aruund the globe. Brown 
envelopes stuffed with used fifty-dollar bills 
or tw n ty-pound notes will do ni cely. No 
Eu ros, p i asc. 

( You might as w II otfend all nationalities 
equa ll>~ I suppose? - Ed. ) 

mdbird@dircon.co.uk 

The' Plalypus IJape,>: litl y ym" of pitotlc'» pilOl,IRe 

(Ildrdl)dck, 12'·xll.')", 1 (1( ) p cl g -'S, l {)() (l rI O() fl !-J l (,)51~ 

£1 'J.g ~ plus £3.50 p,'l.-p 1rol11 w\V\v.hikoki.rlin oll. u J.uk 

lei U1464 GL4223. email h ikoki <t!>di rcoll .co.uk \. 

dnd irom the BGl\ s.hop (sc(' insC'rl in Ihis i SSlJ(~' l ~ 

GLIDER WINCHES 

Free demonstrations taking 
place now - phone for visit. 

OVER 20 NOW SOLO! 
'"/t"s like going up on Rails" 

ANOTHER WINCH JUST DELIVERED TO CHILTERNS G.C. 
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PhOIO : Oliver Ward. Symbols: Jon Hall, HRA
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BannerdownJKeevil 3A MBO REO GEO WC3 AC13 Westbury 5 NW 270>330 12 5 W D B 
CFI 01249 890077 Roundway W 230>270 12 5 W D B 

A GSA club: visitors welcome but need own glider to fly solo. Other ridges need thermals to reach 

Black MountainslTalgarlh 7S M50 RC7 GC4 AC17 Black Mountains 90 All 220>090 7 16 A DDD B 
Site 01874711463 Brecon Beacons 95 NW 300>330 10 20 A DD B 

Miles more ridges tor XC pilots, and wave transit easy from ridge. Check ride essential for site famil iarisation 

BorderSlMllfield 3A M110 RC6 GEO AC17 Yeavering Bell 3 NE 040 12 13 A DDD B 
Sec 01670790465 

"~y 

Tors 4 NW 270>320 10 15 A DDD B 
Many other ridges plus good wave : easterlies tend to bring low cloud. Open all week in autumn 

Bowland Forest/Chipping 4" M120 RCR GCO W£3 West Bowl 2 W 250>340 10 10 W DDD C 
CFI 0199561267 East Bowl 2 SE 040>170 15 10 W DD C 

Access to more ridges from East Bowl and wave in N and E winds. Open Wed. Fri, W/ends 

Bristol & GloslNympsfield 7A M195 RCO GCO W£6 AC11 North 3 N 310>040 12 5 W DD p 

Office 01453 860342 West 2 W 250>320 14 4 W DD p 
Other longer ridges for the adventurous; strong norlherlies will limit who can lIy 

Cairngorm/Feshiebridge WE M45 RC10 GCO Wt6 AC19 Front hill 2 NW 230>360 10 16 W DDD P 
Club 01540651317 Middle/Bowl 6 W 180>320 10 24 A DDD B 

Other ridges 10 20 miles : wave in most wind directions. Strong easterlies shut site. When good, iI's spectacular 

Carlton Moor/Carlton Moor WE M15 RCO W£4 Club 1 NW 320 10 8 W D C 
Just turn up to fly club gliders North 6 NW 350>050 10 8 W D Ct Visiting gliders rarely permilled but visitors can fly club's gliders (ww'N.carllonmoorglldingclub.org.uk) 

Connel/Oban WE M20 RCR GCO W£4 Ben Lora 4 S 120>240 5 10 W DD P 
See notes, right Ben Lora 2 NW 280>330 8 8 W DD P 

A small club with super ridges , but launching difficulties currently preclude visitors 

Cornlsh/Perranporttl 7S M60 RE5 GCO WC5 AC10 Droskyn 2 NW 270>360 10 3 W D P 
CFI 01726 842798 Hells Mouth 10 NW 270>360 t2 3 A D B 

"B'B~ 

t~B'B~Y These are sea cliffs and better in winter 

DeesideJAboyne 7A M130 RC6 GCO A£18 Pananich Wells N 350>050 10 7 A D B 
Club 01339885339 Other ridges for the brave. but really a prime European wave si te 

Denbigh/Oenbigh 7A M65 R£7 GCO W£7 A£20 Clwydian Range 23 W 200>330 10 15 W ? B 
Office 01745813774 Llantisilio Mts 10 NE 270>020 10 15 A ? S 

Llanlisillo is a landout unless wave found - common il wind SW>W. Superb scenery and 7/7 operation 

Derby & Lancs/Camphiil 7A M200 R£R G£O WC5 West 2 W 240>320 10 3 W DD B 
01298871270 South 3 S 150>220 15 4 W DD P 

Many other ridges to explore plus wave in most winds from SW>E: closed winter MonlTue 

Devon & SomersellN Hill 4A M180 REO GEO W£4 A£15 West Ridge NW 230>330 15 6 W DD B 
Sec 01392832836 South Ridge <1 S 160>200 15 5 W D B 

Some nice local ridge lIying , wave can also occur in most wind directions except NE to SE 

Dumfries/Falgunzeon W/E M20 R£R GCO WC4 Plascow Rig 3 W 230>320 10 12 W DDD p 
01387 760601 /268428 In winter, Sundays only tB'B 
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East Sussex/Ringmer 3A M100 RE3 GE3 W£6 AE1S South Downs 50 N 340>030 12 7 A D S 
Contact: see notes. right The same ridge as Soufhdown, but a retrieve is needed. hllp:llmembers.lripod.co.ukIEasISussexGlidingf 

Herefordshire/ Shobdon WE M25 RES GEO AE1S Shobdon 2 N 300>020 10 5 A ODD p 
01531 890807 Wapley 2 N 300>020 10 5 A DOD p 

Both ridges work atso in southerly. and extend to NE and Sw. Wave normally needs tow, best Oct to Mar 

Hlghland/ Easterton w,e M60 RER GEO W£5 AE12 Rothes Glen 3 W 230>270 12 8 W DDD p 
CFI 01343860539 Other ridges and wave can often be reached 

Kent/Chaliock 7S M1S0 REO GEO W£5 AE16 North Downs 18 SW 210>250 15 3 W DO B 
Office am 01233740274 Wye Ridge 5 W 250 15 3 A DO S 

Weekends and Weds in winter. fun Downs flying and some wave 

Lakes/ Walney WiE MSO RER GER AE16 Black Combe 3 W 220>320 15 14 A DO B 
Sec peler.seddon@le/co4u.nef I releth 3 W 240>300 15 8 A DO 8 

Numerous Lake District ridges work well In strong west winds 

London/Dunstable 7A M400 REO GEO W£5 AE17 Dunstable Downs 4 NW 200>360 5 3 W DO p 
Office 01582 663419 Can jump to Chilterns. but needs a bit of wavelthermal help 

Mendlp/Halesland 3A M70 R£R GEO Wr4 Mendip 15 SW 180>270 10 8 W DO B 
CFI 01749 672791 Weekends plus Thurs: a nice ridge right on the downwind tegtB'S~ 
Midland/ Long Mynd 7A M180 RES GEY WE6 AE18 West Face 4 NW 260>320 10 6 W DO B 
Office 01588 650206 East Face 2 SW 130>150 20 4 W D S 

Other ridges with thermal help: and a reasonable chance of wave (note closed most winter Mondays/Tues) 

North Wales/Uantisilio 3A M3S RE6 GEO W£5 Llantisilio 3 NW 290>360 10 8 W ? C 
Sec 01978852556 Clwydian Range 12 W 250>290 10 15 W ? C 

A new ctub . Incorporating Vale of Clwyd. Ridges should work well and there are vast areas to explore 

Scottish/Portmoak 7A M2S0 RE7 G£O WE6 AE17 Bishop & Lomond 4 W 180>320 10 12 W DOD B 
Office 01592 840243 Benarty Hill 2 N 320>400 10 lOW DD B 

NW and N winds give best ridge and wave: most wave flights transit from the ridge 

Shalbo urne / Rivar Hill 3A "'1100 RE6 GEO W£5 No name 10 N 330>150 15 6 W o P 
Sec 01635867885 No name 5 W 270 15 4 W D B 

Weekends and Weds . Ridges work best Nov to Jan 

Shenington/ Edgehili 7A M1S0 RES GEO W£5 AE17 Edgehill 5 NW 300>350 IS 3 W D B 
CFI 01295 680008 Works more often in winter without thermal jnlerierence, and launches 7;7 

Sout h W ales/Usk WiE M8S REO GEO WN AE1S Wentwood 5 NW 240>340 15 9 A DD B 
Sec 01600 713664 Back Ridge 2 NW 250>350 12 3 W DD P 

Easterlies open up the Black Mts to Hay Blull and beyond. and wave is possible from ridge transfer points 

Southdown/Parham 3A M200 REO GEO WE4 AE10 South Downs 50 N 340>030 12 7 A D P 
Office am 01903 746706 A 'milk run' 130km O/R can take under an hour. Wave in southerlies'B'S~Y 
U lsler / Bellarena W E MSO REO GEO AE13 Benevenagh 8 SW 180>340 5 8 A DDD p 
Sec 028 9042 3247 Keady & Donalds 10 W 220>320 7 11 A DDD S, ~B'S~ 

Great ridges - combine with a few days in the counlryside. Wave also possible 

Vale of Neath/Rhigos 3A M20 RER GEO W£4 AE17 None 4 N 280>080 10 9 W D c 
Sec 01792 653779 Check llighl mandalory - an inleresting site ,~ 

Vectis/Bembridge 3S M35 RER AE14 Culver Cliff s 140>220 12 3 A D P 
Sec 01983883884 Vislling trailers discouraged. but call in if you 're nearby. 

Yorkshire/Sutton Bank 7A M180 R£7 GEO W£5 AE19 West 11 W 230>320 15 6 W DO B 
Office 01845597237 South 4 S 180 20 5 W D S 

Also access to North Ridge at Carlton Bank, Pennine wave can be reached from ridge, and a 7/7 operation 

Details of ridg es (right hand column):WHAT THE LETTERS AND SYMBOLS MEAN Ridge name, length (statuto miles) and direction It primarily faces. rounded to Ihe nearest 45 ' 

On-site facilities (white column) Range of wind directions in which the ridge works. shown clockwise to the nearest 10' 
Minimum wind ,tlenglh (I(nol.) for it to work (it Will normally reeuire grealer strength for the fu ll 
range of wind directions to give good lift) hili top site Jl, permanent i=="I you can B'S slay locally ~ cale 
Its average height above the surrounding area in hundreds of leel (3 - 300fl: 16 = 1.60011)A stal( F='l stay on site (pub/B&B) Ilion site 
Usual launch method (W = Winch: A = Aerotow) to reach il (and land back if iI's not working) 
The club's est imate of the typical number of days per year (oul 01365) thai their ridge works : hill bottom ~ training ~ carav~nsl ICC:l kilchen bar on 

site 'T' courses <..:;;W- campong [gQj on sile y site 	 D. up to 40: DO. 40-100: DOD, over 100. Many work better in winler. Iree 01 thermal interterence 
Pilot uxpe'lsnce usually required to Ily your own glider solo: P. post-solo: B Bronze (normally (summer) 
With Cross-Counlry Endersement): S, Silver; C. al CFt's or Duly Inslruclor's discretion. 

Operating days: W E normally weekends & Bank Holidays only. Other clubs have a number These are only guidelines; if you were not brought up at a ridge sile and you're new to this one , 
(the number 01 days a week) and letter (A lor all year round; 5 lor summer only). Thus 7A is you 'lI learn an enormous amount Irom a check flight , sc lake one. 
7 days out 01 7 all year: 75 IS 7 out 01 7 in summer only (check which monlhs wilh the club Unlisted clubs: Other clubs have ridge access which may require retneves. Lasham and the 
- il will vary): 4S is 4 days a week in summer. Winter varialions are usually given in the noles. 

South London/Surrey Hills club both have access 10 Ihe South Downs bu1 a retrieve is needed 
Club size/charges (rounded to nearest £): M followed by the approx number 01 members. (scmetimes arranged for Lasham pilolS from Southdown GC). Booker pi lOis Ily the Chilterns 
RE is the reciprocal membership charge 10 visiting members of SGA clubs (RER is 'whalever your along with London GC. Bath. Wilts & North Dorset pilols can join Bannerdown on the 
own club would charge us'). GE is the daily charge lor visitor Irailer parking. we or AE is the Weslbury ridge. Cotswold GC pilots can fly on the ridges also used by Bristol & Glos. 
typical cost 01 a winch launch or aerolow to reach the nearest ridge, NOT for a 2.00011 low. SSG s thanks to everyone who tilled in the questionnaires on which this listing is based 
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ESCAPE TO THE HILLS 


Paul Garnham 

Always have an idea at Which point you will leave the ridge in the Overtaking takes place upwind 
event of failing to soar successfully - hill sites often have local 'rules' 
for local ridges Speed/proximity to the slope should be adjusted for turbulence and 

reliability of lift: your glider must always be lively (ie, responsive) 
Never rely on soaring a gentle slope low down as the lift will be 
almost zero and your escape route uncertain Always have a plan in the event of being drifted or dropped into sink 

behind the ridge and stay situationally aware to avoid the problem 
If you take a thermal off the ridge, fly figure of eight turns to stay 
upwind until you are· about 500ft above the ridge and then circle At ridge-top sites beware of circuit traffic conflicting with soaring 
normally, opening the turns when facing the wind and tightening traffic - circuit traffic tends to be preoccupied with imminent landing 
downwind. Monitor your speed! Remember ­ many pilots have lost 
their lives attempting to circle below ridge-top height The glider with the ridge on its right has priority 

Only approach the ridge tangentially. Avoid flying directly at the hill If you can't see around the corner, fly wide 
and having to turn at the last moment ­ if you have misjudged the 
manoeuvre you will have to suddenly tighten the turn with all the Always have a larger safety margin flying into sun - maintaining 
risks that involves effective lookout should always be your highest priority 

The glider with the ridge on its left moves to the right in a head on Always turn away from the hill 
situation Pete Stratten 

Howto 

exploit 

slopes ~. 

GIVEN a w ind, a good imagination 

and reasonabl e fl ying skills, taking 
to the hill s is not such a bad idea. 

To the flatlander, flyin g just above the 
backs of the hill sheep can seem a bit 
daunting, but hill sO<1 ring ca n be lot of fun. 

The basi cs elre very silllple: when th e 
wind meets a hill it ca n't go around, it has 
to go up; if it goes up fas ter than you're 
going dow n, you climb. The area of best lift 
moves out from the hill , as you clilll b, at an 
<lIlgle of approximatel y 45° i rom the mid­
dle of the steepest slope. 

To stay in the lift you fl y parallel to the 
hill heading slightly out from the hill. All 
turns are made out from the hill : thi s stops 
you being blown over the hill into the 
curlover effect, whi ch ca n depos it you firm­
ly on the ground in seconds. 

Rul es of the air hav to be observed but 
are modified sli ghtly; in the UK when hill 
soaring you can go left 01' ri ght of the other 
gl ider to overtake 

The head-on situation is more difficult 
since with the hill on your ri ght ilnd you 
meet someone head on, you ca n't turn 
ri ght so they have to - provided they have 
seen you! 

When you have to go round a blind 
corner below hill-top height , you ca nnot be 
sur that someone is not coming round the 

other way - and there Jre no w hite lines to 
keep you in the ri ght lane. You have two 
options: fl y out from the hi II before you get 
to the corner Jnd have a look round it, or 
turn back the way you have come and 
climb above hill-top height. If you ca n't do 
either, then should you be there? 

You have to treat hills with respec t. To 
fl y in them successiull y requires you to turn 
accuratel y nea r the ground . There is 
nothing quite 5'0 frightening as, when IOU 

are starti ng to turn away from a hill, the 
glider's nOse immedi atel poin ts towards it. 

You have to be abl e to fly accurately 
without using too much of a ail ab le brain ­
power, b cause wh en the trafii c level is 
high you will be too busy LOO KI I\J G O UT, 
positioning yourseli, LOOKIN G O UT, 
INatching the weilther, LOO KI NG OUT.. . 
and so on. 

You a Iso need imaginati on to predi ct 
where the lift will be and where other 
JircrJft are going to be so you don't fl y into 
iln aeriJI cul-de-sac. 

Hill sites fall into two distinct types: hill 
top, and bottolll of the hill. 

Hill top sites 
Generally th ese rid ges are fl own in stronger 
winds so that the lift takes you high enough 
to be able to fl y a minimum circuit for a 
safe landing. It is not recommended to 
ignore the minima - or an unschedul ed 
landing at the. bottom of the hill ifltO 
strange, sloping fields Illay be the order of 
the day. The curlover behind the hi ll will 
complicate th I nding, and in sOllle cases 
w inds can r verse in directi on in the lee of 
the hill. You w ill be mostl y fl y in g above 
hill-top hei ght, so overtaking on the hill 
sid is possibl e but you may be squeezed 
into the curlover if the pil ot ahead 
(unaware of youl moves in. 

Bottom of hill sites 
The first problem is that you have Lo get to 
the hill first to be able to soa r it; generally, 
thi s means going downw incl to it. Li sten to 
the 10CJIs (once you get used to the accent 
it's not so difficult). There will be rul es of 
thumb which identify when to abort the 
attempt, to g t you back sa fel y to the site. 

You w ill usuall y have to climb up from 
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below hill-top height, fl y ing very close to 
the slopes where the other traffi c can cause 
problems. Avoiding confli ct and the use of 
lhe head-on rul e is recomfnended because 
one of you ca n't move, and the other has 
to see you whilst concentrating on accurate 
fl y ing without a sensible horizon. 

Most hills have nooks and crannies: 
gulli es and bowls which have to be trc~ted 
w ith care since an alteration in w ind 
direct ion can chan ge them from lift funnels 
in to whirl pools w ith seri ously-sinking air. 
Lift lower dow n on a hill is unpredictable 
due to shallowing slopes reducing the lift 
or a sharp transiti on causing a reverse 
bubbl e of Jir to form at the base of the hill 
suddenl y changing lift into sink. 

Imagination 
By th e time I reach the gliding club I have 
a pretty good idea what to expect from the 
day. Imagine you are a parcel of air: in this 
wind direction where would you go when 
you reach the hill? Up? Down? Round the 
co rn er? 'Nill wind shear al oft cut the hill lift 
oif in its prime? How likely is it that a seil 
breeze will form and dump you in sinking 
air? Look upwind for signs of changes to 
the airmass: moist J i r wi II cause orograph ic 
c loud to form - you know the type, stuffed 
w ith rocks - upw ind hill s w ill disappea r 
first. Pl ay ing ilbove orographic cloud can 
be fun but remember it is the hill under­
nea th th at is giving you the lift: if you drift 
behind it you mill' not get back. 

Bush Telegraph 
Hill-fly ing rul es help establi sh the pattern 
of fl y ing but telegraphing your intentions to 
other il ircra ft - the aerial equivalent of 
body language - ca n help avoid conflicts 
that require the appli ca tion of the rul es . As 
an exa mple, you are just completing a right 
turn at the end of a hill beat and another 
glider is coming towards you. If you ease 
the turn and stav out, the other aircraft ca n 
sli p by on the il~s ide and you ca n tuck in 
just after it passes you. Altern ati ve ly if you 
go in c lose to the hill , the other glider has 
to turn ou t to avo id you, then do a ri ght 
turn taki ng it further away from the I ift and 
then has to rejoin the bea t if it ca n. A 
simple acti on to be courteous and 
telegraphing your intent ca n make life a 
whole lot more enjoyab le for il li . Don 't get 
into a situati on where you have to rely 
so lely on the other pilot: he/she may not 
have seen you - espec iil il y a two-seater 
where th e pupil may obscure the view. 

Congestion 
Everyone wants to pile in the hours but in 
wea k conditions or when the numbers of 
aircraft us ing the hill arc excessive the risks 
increase. If you are hav ing trouble avoiding 
the other Jircril ft and your workl oad is 
increas ing, use your common sense: go in 
ancllancl, especia ll y i f you were there first. 

Local knowledge 
Use the loca ls to advise on where to find 
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lift or, more importantly, where not to go... 
so you clon't sink out of sight. Hill flying 
takes time to learn and even instructors 
have problems converting, 50 fly dual 
when you visit a hill site and learn from the 
loca ls. Watch for changing conditions, too: 
things can turn nasty very quickl y when 
you arc sheep-hopping. 

Wave and thermals 
Contrary to popular belief, we do get 
thermals at hill sites and they are good, but 
you w ill find that there are loca l rul es for 
making the transit ion from one to the o ther. 
Generally, fl y away from the hill to 
intercept thermals and, when circling, stop 
if you enter hill traffic - it 's like doing a 
36()Cturn on a motorway: mayhem ensues. 

Look for the signs of \NaVe and talk to the 

UK ridge sites 

I I 

Statute miles 

0 10 20 lD <IO 5080 11 .:-":0 

Main picture: the Long Mynd (bungy launch optional). Above.· use this map of UK ridge sites with the table on p18 

locills. As thermal s do, it can interfere w ith 
the hill lift, enhancing it or killing it. This is 
where long-term knowledge of the site is 
important: it ca n be brilli ant, or you may 
be faced with an unscheduled fi eld landing 
from a very low height. 

Have a go 
Hill fl ying ca n be demanding and very 
exhil arating: easy one day and almost 
impossible the next. Trea t hills w ith 
respect, use your imagination and if you 
hJve a hill site handy visit it regularl y and 
learn its moods. There is soaring after the 
summer thermals - have fun . ~ 
Boh. a BGA Senior Resiollal Examiller. was CO of 

(j2J Clidill8 Scf1uul l,eliJfe illsln! ling at Bouker. He 

\'vcnt to holtom-ui-hill BOW/d lJri Forest in 7973, rlnd was 
its eFi/elf 12 yews. He (l ies M200, ASW 15B and K-8b 
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• No reciprocal membership charges 

• Courses in Field Selection, Navigation, and for Basic Instructors 

• One to One training, 7 days a week 

• Coaching for Assistant and Full Cat. 

Great Fun Great Value 
Surprising Performance 

• Well drained site 

www.russiasailplanes.co.uk 
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HOW CAN I FIND A NEW GLIDER? 
We at Southdown can source the ideal glider for you. The finding fee is 2.5% which 
includes an on site survey by ourselves or one of our European agents. We will then 
for a fixed fee collect the glider and carry out a C of A inspection so when you collect 
your glider it will be ready to fly. 

WHERE CAN I FIND COMPETITIVE INSURANCE QUOTES? 
Through ALFAR COVER flight insurance, Southdown can offer a competitive and 
comprehensive insurance package to suit your needs. 

CAN YOU C OF A MY GLIDER? 
With four BGA inspectors and ten full time members of staff Southdown can carry out 
your inspection. We can also collect your glider and deliver it back to you ready to fly. 

MY GLIDERS DAMAGED, CAN YOU HELP? 
With over eleven thousand job numbers since we were established in 1950, major 
repairs have been carried out on everything from a Stemme S 1 0 to a Skylark. 
Facilities include: 	 Full access to a spray oven. 

Dedicated composite bay. 
Low temp curing oven. 
Hot bonder. 
Autoclave. 
Steel jigging system. unparalleled for accuracy when repairing 
your glider. 

DO YOU DO INSTRUMENTS? 
Southdown have become a major stockist of RD Aviation products, some of the items 
we have in stock are: 

Instruments from BargelL Garmin, Filser. Cambridge. Icarn, Winter, Sirs 
Compasses and Becker. 
Accessories including baiieries oxygen accessories, tubing, all Tost products, 
tyres and lubes, maps, Camelbak, parachutes and maintenance product 
(cloth, resin etc). 
Goodies include clothing. books. Maglite, Oregon scientific products and much 
more. 

The answer to all your questions. 
SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD. 


Lasham Airfield, Lasham, Alton, Bants, GU34 5SR 

Tel: 01256 381359 • Fax: 01256 381816 


E·Mail: info@souihdownaero.freeserve.co.uk 


P.S. Watch out for our Christmas promotions which will be arriving at a club 
notice board near you soon. 
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Shenington Gliding Club oHers Individual Tuition 
with Bruno Brow n. Specialising In ; 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES 

INSTRUCTOR WORK Ui> TRAINING 


GROUND STUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPEGS 


All courses will be t ailored to your ol,,'1n requ irements 
but w ill include: 

.I STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 

.I LAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERY TRAINING 

.I UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW fLYING 

HSAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGEH IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH UNDER­

STANDING IS BETTER 


Talk to Bruno on 

01295 258700 
e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net 

CONVERT WITH US 

SLMG to PPL SILVER 'C' SLMG COURSES 

COURSES from COURSES from from 
£495 £1320 £1000 

IAII pril~ inl VAT aOO landing fe~) 

THE REAL CONVERSION SPECIALISTS 
STOP PRESS! 

We Ian now oller RT lourses 

* Aircraft hire: Falke £40PH; C152 mPH; PA28 £80PH
* SLMG Courses Avoiloble
* Farmhouse o((Ommodafion 

(on be ammged 

Oxford Airport or Hinton-in-the-Hedge. Airfiefd, Nr B..,bury 
Tel. 01865 370814 Tel. Mobile 0836787421 or 01295 812115 

KENT 	GLIIDING CLUB 

~ 	Challock, 

Ashford, 
Kentr:r{ 

K'E'N '	 T TN254DRGLIDING CLUB 

l» NOl1h Downs Ihcll11Ul!ridge sitl! 
",. Friendly atmosphere 
l» Holiday courses - days or weeks 
;,- Good, cheap foo<.\/a('wlTIlTIodation 
;.- Beautiful. peucei'lll sUITOlmdings 
;.., Comfol1ablt- licensed clubhouse 
l» Aerotow and Skylallnch wi nch 
~, Caravan site and picnic area 

Beginners and expert s all wckomc 

Tel: 01233 740274 
Fax: 01233 740811 
Web site: www.kent-gliding-Club,cQ,uk 

SF 25C Rotax-Falke 
THE IDEAL MOTORGUDER 
FOR TRAINING, SOARING, 
CRUISING AND AEROTOW 

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU 

GMBH 


I )-H~22 I n<lcllo"1. AUgl l.,I -PLdl/.-Slr. 2,'. 

'I'd: U()4Y Hljl,nUHj or ,nUH4 • Llx: ,"5WH'S 


UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink 

Tel: 01293885147 • Fax: 01293 873214 


AUSTRALIA FOR GLIDING? 

BENALLA 
WE'VE GOT IT ALL! 

A site so consistently good that it is the only place In Auslfalra 10 

have had J. 10COkm Hight for each of the last 3 years . More than 

a dozen records broken here las! summer. Over 25 5ucce~s lu l 


UK badge llights from Benatla last season . 


II it' s 5 hours or , QDOkm that's your aim then BellaUa is the place 

to do it. Need a help along? Then Join one of our Cross Country 


or NovEx courses. 

Thermal Soaring - Paddock Landings - Photo Techniques 


Badge and Racing Tasks 

Fleet now updated to include 1528 x4 . T61C Falke, PW-S. Junior 

x2, Hornet x2 , SId Cirrus, MosquHo, DG2CO. Ni mbus 2C . Discus 


B. LS8, LS8' 18. LS6B. LS7,WL. Venlus 2C 18m and N.mbus 

4DM (not for solo hire). Weekly packages available . 


Inexpensive on · site accommodation or nearby motels available 

Easy travel irom Melbourne or Sydney. 


For details contact 

Gliding Club of Victoria 


PO Box 46, BENALLA, Vic 3672, Australia 

Tel: +61 357621058 • Fax +61 357625599 


Check our Website for full details: 

www.home.aone.net.aulbenaIl3..9Iiding/ 


Email: gliding@benalla.net.au 


BENALL A - Wl"\'l~ got it All! 

CO MPUTER lOGKEEPING 

* Free Web Downloads * 
WWW.turnpike-technics.co.uk 

logStar GC 
Club Management System 

logStar Glider or Power 
Personal logbooks £25 .00 each 

Credit Cards Welcome 
73 Old Turnpike, Fareham, Hants, UK P016 7HF 
Tel/fax 01329 221992 • Sales@turnpike,technics.co.uk 

Also available from Nevynn International 01623 634437 

FlightMap Upgrade 
FlightMap has been upgraded to include: 

::J Airspace map layer. 
o Analysis of thermals, 
o Task definition stretching around airspace. 
~ Fully descriptive task briefing sheets. 
=.. Page-by-page logbook statistics. 

For further details visit: 

www.flightmap.co.uk 

Or write to: 

FlightMap Software, 3 Lower Grove Road, 
RICHMOND. TW10 6HP 

Illustration shows the new airspace layer and includes maps 
which are copyright © Bartholomew Digital Data (1998) 
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SALUTARY SOARING 


Gone with the wind - nearly 

ARATILING good racing dJy in th e 

Dunstable Region(lis (lnd a well ­
judged finJI glide. I tell the finish 

line I'm one minute away, Jnd open the 
dump va lves. Another finisher is 50 yards 
aheJd and J few feet higher. "Must keep 
my eye on him," I think and move Illy right 
hand to the undercarriage lever. 

Check the speed: 120kts, gOOd, now 
over the houndary fence and auoss the 
finish line. Check the airspeed again 
- down to 100kts. "INhere's the other 
finisher?" Just ahead and pulling up. 
vVatching him, I pull up after him, lower 
the gear with a satisfy ing c lunk Cl!ld glance 
down again at the 1\51. 

Horror I Where has th e specd gone? I'm 
down to ju,t over SOkts and, furthermore, 
barely halfway up Dunstabl e's ridge. The 
triumphant finish is turning into a can of 
worms. I sti II have to turn through 1 [J0 0 to 
land back on the clear area beyond the 
line: the glider does not wdnt to turn at th at 
speed. I lower the nose; the speed still 
hovers around 50. I try to move the stick 
forward; it seems immovable. I glimpse th e 
other glider. "Forget him: get on with it!" 

Gingerly I bank to look into the field and 
glllnce down the w ing. The wingtip appears 
to brush the bushes at the foot of the hill. 
(So this is how it happens! ) Another 
Herculeiln effort to push the stick forlivard 
but the speed stays pegged at 50kts. Gently 
I ro ll level c1nd fly over the top of previous 
finishers - white faces look up -- to land 
up the field towards the clear area near the 
Tring road. 

I sit quietly for a few moments, contem­
plating whJt might have happened and 
offer up a silent prayer of thJnks to my 
Guardian Angel before opening the canopy. 
Cl imbing out, I glJnce bJck to 
the ridge and lhe w indsock. It was blind­
ingly obviou - I had landed downwind, 
worse sti ll , my finJ I glide hild taken me 
into J 1 Okt w in d which was coming 
down the slope ilnd wh ich had neatly 
ki lied off any gil i n I hoped to make from 
exchanging speed for height. 

What had induceu me, J 5,OOOhr-pi lot 
w ith more competition finishes than I Cilre 
to mention, to fl y into a situation from 
which J sp in into the ground off a final turn 
was almost inev itable? 

Looking bilck, the trouble had started the 
previous day w ith a poorly-judged final 
glide necessitJti ng J very slow climb six 
miles out in order to get home. This time, 

'In my mind's eye, the wind was 
still in the direction it had been 

at take off' 
I would get it ri ght. And I did, so that now, 
w ith just two miles to go, I slipped into 
wha t had become a final glide routine. Tidy 
th e cockpit, check height to lose to the 
line, radio call to announce my finish, drop 
the water, monitor airspeed, check landing 

area clear and get a wind speed and direc­

tion from the finish line, checking airspeed 

and height over gl ide slope 

constantly, and looking for other finishers. 

Unwittingly, I was nOl'" moving into an 

overload situation. 


The finisher ahead was plainly in view 
and might be a problem although we were 
both at a similiH speed. There were also fin­
isher-s behind but th ey would look after 
themsel v o , . In the ru sh of the moment, I 
fail ed to ask for the wind vector ilnd, at the 
speed ilnd height I was at, I could nOt 
afford to tilke Ill)' eye off th e aircraft in front 
nor snalch a glance at the windsock. 

An LS-8 at 120kts will climb 300-500ft in 
il pull-up inlo a wind gradient, which is 
what I expected - not the miscrable and 
thought-provoking 100ft or so I allowed 
myself to be suckered inlo. How? 

\Nh en we had lilLlllched, nearly four 
hours e,ulier, the w ind on the grou nd had 
been PARALLEL "vith the ridge but during 
the day it had veered th rough <JO°, a fJct 
I knew from the readout 011 the flight 
director but fa iled to correlate with the 
il irfield layout. In my mind 's eye, it was st ill 
in the direction it had been at take off. 

The other puzzling filctor was that 
despite efforts to increase the speed after 
the pull-up, I found it impossible to 
physically move the st ick forward Jlthough, 
JS il n instructor, I am constantly telling my 
pupils to do just IhJt ii the speed drops. 
I can only pul it down to a psychological 
block that the stress of the moment may 
have triggered. It may exp lain how some 
finill gl ide Jccidents have occurred. 

In th bilr that evening, covert glances 
came my way; some pu zz led, some serious 
and some amused. 

On ly one person appro;)ched me: "ThJt 
lookccl, er, interesting. We: reJl ly didn't 
think you'd m;)ke it rounci the final turn." 

"Nor did I." 
"But you've flowll here So many times 

before." 
"Yes; app,1rent ly, one nevt'r stops \. . 

learning!" ~ 

Ozee Flying Suits 

From as little as £89.00 you need never be cold whilst flying or on an airfIeld again. 


The Ozee range of thermal oversuits are suitable for all pilots and ground crew, 

Visit our web site www.ozee.co.uk or contact us on the following address for full details 


including the new Exeat design. 


Ozee Leisure 
RIO 497 London Road, Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex SSO 9LG • TeVFax: 01702 435735 
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occasions I've mistakenly headed off for il 
distant cu only to realise it's a deceptive 
alto cu. 
Cirrus: this is highly relevant as it may 
move quite rapidly, has <l big impact on the 
ilillount of sun reaching the ground, and 
hence the overall strength of therillais. 
This is probJbly the single Illost overlooked 
factor when pilots evaluate the sky ahead. 
Although the pi cture may look uninviting 
because of ragged cumulus and little 
sunshine, the rOot cause is thickening cirrus 
(or "top cover" as it's sOllletimes known.) 
lenticulars: these dre not always the 
c lassic elliptical shape as seen in New 
ZedlJncl, and are not, of course, always 
accessible frolll low down. However, if you 
spot thelll, think about the influence they 
Illay helVe on therillai s or ridges: when in 
ph ase with thermals they can produce 
unexpectedly good clilllbs, but when out of 
phase, can even stop ridges working at all! 

Terrain 
'Hatch out for <lny ridges facing into wincl 
and avoicl flying downwind of these. Also, 
observe whether the grouncl is conducive 
to good sOJring. For eXJlllpl e, when flying 
in Holl and I found that rivers and their 
surroundings were always difficult, and 
I needed to get high in order to cross theill. 

Wind direction 
When interpreting the sky ahead, your 
aWJreness of what the wind is doing is 
criti cal. Various indicators help us work out 
the wind direction on the ground: chilllney 
silloke, for starterS. It ca n also be gle;lIled 
by observing the pattern or ripples on 
lakes; th e upwind edge will show cl n area 
of flat WJter pilrJ 111."1 with the upwi nd bank. 
This is the side of the lake in wind shadow. 
The wind can also be found at higher 
levels using, for exaillple, the Caillbridge 
GPS-NA\I. Above the clouds, look for tops 
being blown off by differing upper winds. 

Having considered JII these factors, how 
do we decide where to go? As my opening 
exaillple showed, we need to Illake 
decisions both for the short- elnd long-terill. 
Th e trick is to h,lVe an overall long-terlll 
strategy based on the "big picture," within 
which you have the flexibility to Illake 
good short-terlll decisions. 

Short-term decisions 
;\Iways have ,1 short-terlll pl an. Kn owledge 
of the wind direction will help you locate 
I ift under c louds, and help you decide 
whether a ridge will work. Remeillber to 
constantly monitor the wind strength and 
direc ti on: it may alter due to a change in 
the weather (eg, an approaching front) or 
terrain (bending as it funn els up a vJll ey). 

An exaillpl e of a good short-terlll pl il n 
would be: "I'll go to the upwind side of the 
c loud ahead, then I'll try the two beyond it. 
If they don't work I' ll try soaring the ridge 
facing into wind, and if that doesn't work 
I'll land in th e good area of fields at the 
bottom." 
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}d); 23. le" med to ti)' Oil LOIlc/oll CC s e ,r/ct scheme. 

He ',,1> just clocked up 4UOhrs '" " cross-coulltr)' 

instruct()r {ur the EU(Op C.dl1 SOd ring CluLJ in S pd ln 

dnd South Afrila. His tot,,1 is ,Jimost i.UUOhrs 

AlwJys try to plan a few steps ahead. 
It's aIWJys a worry when your last option 
doesn't work out and you're left with 
nothing but a "think bubblE," ! 

Follow the best line of energy. When 
th erillal soaring, try and 'join up the dots' 
to weave under the best lift whilst still mov­
ing forwJrds. When ridge-running, pi ck the 
best line of lift - when very low tu ck close 
into the crest, but when higher Illove out 
frolll th e ridge sl ightly. When tracking 
cl long a wave bar, experiment with your 
distance in front of the bar until you find 
the strongest lift. Th en try to Illdintain that 
distance. Silllilarly, try and find the height 
in the wave where the lift is strongest, and 
eldjust your speed to stay at that height as 
you proceed across country. 

Continually re-evaluate your decisions. 
Watch c louds carefully. I try to use a 
"freeze-frame photography" technique, 
taking regul,lr snapshots in my mind of the 
sky ahead to sec how it's developing. 
Th ere's no point pressing on to a decelying 
cu or dispersing lenticular just because it 
looked good ten minutes ago when you 
were in decisiotl-Ill Cl king IllOOel ... 

Don't Illake a finJI decision until you 
have to. SOllletillles, when you look at two 
clouds or ridges a reasonable way ahead 
you really can't decide which looks the 
best. It sometillles pays to point between 
thelll, whilst you closely Illonitor options. 
Only cOllllllit to one when you're sure it's 
the better choice or you have to decide. 

Long-term decisions 
Get a feel for the day frolll the forecast 
Approaching fronts or expected thunder­
storms should Illake you think of starting 
earli er rather than later. The forecast Jlso 
gives an ide,l of an appropriate task to set. 
VVork out your expected cross-country 
speed, a conservative l'stimate of the day's 
durJtion clnci hence a good dist<l nce to fly. 
In competitions with a fixed distance, your 
speed estilll ate tells you the approxilllate 
time required. Consequently, you can work 
out what start time en<lb les you to fly in the 
best part of the ddy. 

Change gear when conditions change. 
One of the absolute keys to cross-country 
flying is to spot when the wea ther is 
deteriorating ahead, so as to clilllb high in 
the last respectabl e therlllclis or wave. 
Similarly, when you see a Illarked 
impmveillent ahead it's nitical to save 
time by pushing into the better weather. 

Work out the day's puzzle. Before you 
start, Jnd on task, try to closely Illonitor all 
the f,lCtors outlined above, and piece thelll 
together to solve the pllz.zJe. For exaillple, 
one day in the 1999 StJndJrd NJtionals, Ed 
Johnston hJci el look out on th e second leg 
of the task before starting. Notic ing il n area 
of top cover lying over track, he <llone 
chose to divert to the east. By doing so he 
avoided the probleills the rest of us faced 
and handsomely won the day (and th e 
competition, for that matter). 

Decision-making in wave 
Getting into and using WJve lift illustrates 
the need for short - and long-term planning. 
Getting estJblished in wave requires short­
terlll decisions. HJving located th e w ave 
bar, you pos ition yourself on the upwind 
side of it. Here, rotor therm als in phase 
with the wave Illay well punch up into t.he 
laminar flow. This region can be visuJlised 
JS a kettl e within which lots of individual 
bubbles elre rising up. To get into the wave 
you Illust centre quickly on each bubble, 
but as soon as the cl i Illb rate drops off, 
push forward to th ~~ next one. Intensive 
decisions need making to gJin height JS 
quickly as possible until you eventuelily 
push forweml into th,lt silky sillooth lift. 

The decision about what distan ce behind 
lllountJins you should look for wave is 
more long-terill. Once, when soaring the 
Europea n Soaring Club K-2 I from Ocana 
bclCk to Ontur in Spain, I had to choose my 
mute. Atl O,OOOft, with only 35 miles 
hOllle elcrOSS wind, I decided to fly the lee 
side of Ll IJrge Illountelin range. Hoping to 
Illake use of elny associated Welve lift, 
I expected to find heavy sink. However, 
when I then turned straight downwind to 
find the lift, we were in for a real surprise! 
Ten minutes later, having covered as Illany 
Illiles, we found ourselves sitting in J fi eld 
just south of Albacete. An eXdlllple of a bad 
long-term decision l In retrospect, 
given the ] Okt wind, and the unpredictabl e 
nature of the wave in that Mea, a Illuch 
better dec ision wuuld have been to silllpl y 
avoid t he whole area by devi ating around 
th e Illountains Illuch earlier. 

To Illake good dec isions, w e must first 
look at the pi cture cl head and pick out the 
relevant factors. Hewing evaluat.ed wincl , 
terrain and clouds, w e IllUSt constillltiv 
Illake short-terlll decisions within the ' 
framework of ail overall strategy. By doillg 
this, we should avoid runlling out of ideas. 
Always have a gaille plan: if you don't have 
one, you can't change it. .. 
Next issue: Jay on how to d imb v e.tt er In thenna ls 

eho /()gr"{Jhs: th e: \Vh i l~ p ld lH'S picture co. 
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McLean Aviation ~ . ~,~blLin-tt 
Agents for DG Flugzeugbau and AMS flight in the UK & Eire 'j'h'" 

The Aerodrome, Rufforth, York, Y023 3NA 
Tel: 01904 738 653 • Fax: 01904 738 146 • Mobile: 0802 674 498 


e.mail: mcleanav@supanet.com • DG Web Site: www.dg-flugzeugbau.de 

Full repair and maintenance service for major work in GRP, Carbon, Kevlar and wood. 


Modifications, C. of A., re-finishing and general maintenance. 

G» CAMBRIDGE AERO INSTRUMENTS 
CAMBRIDGE INSTRUMENTS - The choice of Champions - Leaders in innovative technology 

Cambridge Introduce the 300 Series Flight Instruments 
The 300 Series instruments will redefine flight instrumentation . Combining 
the experience gained over the years with the latest advancements in 
transducer technology, we have designed an instrument family that 
combines high sensitivity with instantaneous response, packaged in a 
57mm case. It will set the standard for the next ten years. 

The 300 Series of instruments comprises: 
.301 - Variometer with Altimeter, Audio & Speed to Fly in a 57mm package 
.302 - As the 301 but incorporating a GPS & Secure Flight Recorder 
.303 - The existing GPS/NAV Display Screen with New Firmware 

The first 300 Series instrument, the 301 , is planned to be in production by March 2001 and will join the 
existing LNAV, GPS/NAV and PocketNav in the Cambridge inventory 

Tel: Designed and Manufactured by: Fax: Tel: Represented by: Fax: 
(802) Cambridge Aero Instruments (802) (44) 01 865 RD AVIATION (44) 01865 

4967755 po Box 1420, Waitsfield 4966235 841441 Unit 25, Bankside 842495 
Vermont, USA 05673-1420 www.cambridge-aero.com Kidlington, axon OX5 1JE 
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JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LT~ .;;ta 
)~..I 

Qur 

Joint 
Buildings, 

Glider Insurance 

""-"'Cl'al!'."- as we 

largest Sailplane Jn1!iUrj~n(:e .,.iI.ii.""'JLIL..... we pride 
we provide to our "-Ja,"-,UL<1 

in the is a serious to 
on 

(and after all, that why 

(Telephone Direct to 
f'T"~1""F' cover of all 

CallJoint Aviation Today 0142088664, 88736, 88706, 88672 & 88700 
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The BGA Course 
Programme for 
2001 has now 
been finalised. 

Contact Colin at the 

BGA Office 


(pictured above in the 
BGA Puchacz) 

for more information. 

TaskNAV... 20 %Christmas discount! 
• Plan • Fly • Download to PC • Analyse • Animate • ElljOy! 
Dm.:s anyone do it he ttcr?Task .W qualm /tUding soft , :m,' i ~ \'cr affordahle. and for all round 

xl:cl\cnn' ,Ta..,kNAV i!; WI'\' bard 10 b tll , in ~I 1 Wt' kn w of 10 omparabk' ~(Jftwa re .11 the 
pri c 

World <.Ja..t;, ': In Jul\' 200t),T:~ k~ w:t~ the: '1m fa! oOtc,! software: a t lht' ~ (lrlll All' (J'llmc~ 
rehearsal.l1llu Spain, anti at [he '> urWJlU1ior ham iUIl :.hip~ reht' ar~al.l ,:)oudunl'ral1cc ., e XI : 

t ilt' \X' Ie 201l0/2O(l l in S )ulh Africi 

Which"ersion?Ta ~k ! V h a\,ailahk intw lI:rSI(H'l~ t't detaih inS&(, June/Julvj', lI';vl..2 
i~ or t irn i ~eu fur till: mal" I'llY of pilim ,lI1l1 b ~ LU t a hlt: Ii,r duh~ ;and 'cm:ral competitiun U t ' with 
'iinglt: ~tart line ~,deet l rom I'l ~ tart line t\ pc .1I111 :.Ian aru pceu t:.lsle , 

TN ,,2000 l'ontain' all M v 1.2 plu, au\'ann:tI 'iUppo rt for l he l ate' t C,~ rlll ' ~ , ' g, A~~ i)pleu .\r a 
Ta, k.:, .\AI') , w ith fu ll\' au t lIllatlC a n,II~-~is fill' Engi ne/\10P dclect ion. ,\lult ip h: 'IJrl Pom t ,AAT 
TD'I (aka cal b cradle) and ps't (pllu t selected ) ta!>k~ , 

Updates: Exht lDg .Ds o lclcr than v I 1,-:72 require complete CV upu;lte ~eOtI the pounch for 
'1:'[ price I' p);!L'l'lllc nt at l;ttc~1 \· 1.2 ,H'iO, CD, at \'1 1--:$ ,ll1d lalen 'an be IIptl.1l > I h ' n ' w . J) , 

m fl'n: In In lCrn '1.. 

Christmas special offers -l'a. lO% discount on full versio ns: 
~k."IA\ ' \ ' 1 2 !" r WiIllJows £ 'i'i • Tas IW \ .WOO i\,r indows ,\"7 9 

• Windllw "I.n l(J \'l ()()(l llp<iale £0:;0 • 10:>T 'f IIpgrJtI 'llJ inu()w \ 1.2 . ',, -
• Ta,k -\\' ;WOO Ib r ( l uh~/ "w n p '[ition organb rs £ I 'iii , [hi .. l" a 3 liCCD(.'e p ack fo r th e 

p r ice o f two,Ful l Crt:tli t give:n for prc\'jous Windows wr,iol1 ( lUll ) (lllrcil;U.t:.SuAgcslnl LISt:, 
( F1lx'rsnnal Uccn~ e. O flkt, 1'( .tntl Mt!1l1ht' r.. PC , 

Your m oney back if not ,.atlslfied. 

David Robcn..nn, lO Duffield Lane tokt'l'ogc ', Bud.. cU W 
TcI/F~ '; 01"-3,6"35.11 • E mail .RoilcnonD)CumpLL..enc.om. 

'Weh'iit ': WWW.TASK A\, O~{ 

VISA 
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GLI DING GALLERY 


Cord comforts 


,-, 
" " ..... 

Above: Chns Riddell's picture of the west face of Mt Aspiring, South Island, New Zealand 

Below: Upavon under snow. "It arrived overnight." says Gavin Deane, who took this shot of 
Wyvern GC's K-21 . "It 's not something we get here very often and it looked spectacular . .. 

Above: Wave at Feshiebridge. Ruth Housden is pictured with Z6 after landing out 
on a flight from Aboyne (Tony Housden) 

Below: Oliver Ward went up the ridge north of Portmoak to take this photograph of 
Leigh Wells in LS-8 LS at the Juniors' last New Year get-together 

December 2000 - January 2001 
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_______________________________________________ 

r-----------------------------------------------, 

I would like to subscribe to 6 issues of Sailplane & GlidingGetS&G 
Please extend my current Sailplane & Gliding subscription by a further 6 issues 

delivered to 

your door ... 


L 


... starting with the issue 

My details are (please complete in block capitals) 
Name (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms) 

Address 

Post code 

Tel no 

e-mail 

Payment details: £20 UK; US $43 (airmail); $33 (surface) 
I enclose a cheque/Postal Order/International Money Order for 

made payable to the British Gliding Association 

Please debit my Visa Access Mastercard Switch Solo 

Card number 

Valid from Expiry date 

Issue no (Switch only) 

Signature 

Date 

Send this form to: BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, LEICESTER LE1 4SE, UK 

tel + 44 1162531051 email bever/ey@gliding.co.uk ~ 

An announcement by Platypus to the two kinds of reader of S&G 

WHAT IS THE IDEAL CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR THE PERSON YOU 
CARE ABOUT MOST? 

1) If you are a glider pilot the person you care about most is you. Nothing wrong with 

that. Without a highly-developed ego that pushes you to the front of the launch queue, 

or to the top of the gaggle, you get nowhere in this world. 

Go ahead , treat Numero Uno 

to the finest gift that 

plastic can buy: my book. 

The Platypus Papers, fifty years of powerless pilotage, for the person who comes first in your busy life. You deserve it. 


2) However, you may not be a glider pilot, but are the spouse (or whatever) of a glider pilot. Poor you! Pilots are Hell to buy 

prezzies for. Buy them an LS-8 and they'll whinge that they only fly Racing Class these days. Gratitude? Forget it. You are the 

loving, giving, retrieving sort of person, with a warm heart and the patience of an ox. And that's the way it will have to be so long 

as you stay together. Keep in their good books: get out your chequebook and buy them my book. 


The Platypus Papers isn't just for Christmas, it's for life 

This is a hefty two-pound 160-page A4 hardback, with 94 cartoons by Peter Fuller. Some have called it a coffee-table book, 

which suggests it is to be admired superficially rather than read deeply. Nothing could be further from the truth. The lessons on 

how not to fly competitions, how not to pick fields, how not to run a gliding club, how not to buy or sell a glider, and how not to 

deal with the opposite sex, have been acquired at the cost of much suffering. They repay study. 

I might even suggest that you buy The Platypus Papers for your syndicate partners. "What, even if I don't love them one bit?" 

Of course, that's what the Yuletide spirit is all about. It's only one day a year, for Pete's sake. 


Order by cheque or credit card, only £19.95 + £3.50 p&p (£23.45) from: BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, LE1 4SE 

Phone: 0116 253 1051 Fax: 0116 251 5939 or pay by credit card on the secure website www.gliding.co.uk 


For more information try www.hikokiwarplanes.com or hikoki@dircon.co.uk 
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COCKPIT WIRING 


Don't risk 

meltdown 

In the first of a two-part series, 
Ian Keyser offers advice on 
wiring a cockpit safely 

My COCKPIT wiring WJS faultl ess, 
I th Jught - until one day ,lt 5,000ft 
Clver th e Cot wolds, my canopy 

fill ed w ith smoke. l. ooscning the straps, 
I could sec over ill y shoulder a bright glow 
in the haze, whi ch I m,lde a grab for. 
Luckily, this put out th e fire and I was soon 
in the clear - if in a rather unusual attitude. 

I fly a Pilatus 84, its hull connec ted to 
baner·y negative. Th(' cJnopy is held by a 
w ire strop, above one of the bJtteries. The 
battery push.on termi na ls w erE' insulated 
with Covers but the battery spade W,lS 
exposed for 1/16 of an inch .. . just enough 
for the strop to illJkc contact. The smoke 
ca me from the white-hot strop melting into 
the battery cas ing Jnd the current supplied 
by the battery melted J 3mm bowden 
cable' I now look very, very c losely on any 
install ation for potentiJI chance encounters. 

M y illish ~lp was simple Jnu ,woiciJbl e. 
But in ill y relative ly few year. uf fl y ing, I've 
probably seen more badly-wired .ockpits 
than good ones. The main reason is that 
cockpit w iring grows like Topsy. Obvious, 
reall y: first cOllles an electronic va rio, 
fo llowed by d radio; th en you get cl C PS for 
Chri stmas (drea m on). U nsuitable cab les 
are used , fU Sing is not considered and cab le 
fixing is virtuall y zero: it qui ckl y becom 
dangerous. G lider instruments are low­
voltage, low-c urrent units but, although our 
cables do not require large conducto rs, we 
still have to select them w ith ca rc. It is 
surprising just how \ arm a O.2 mm ca bl e 
ca n get surrounded by other cables! 

Rega rdl ess of current, cable insulation 
must b mechani ca ll y strong enough for a 
vigorous life. Th e ri sk o f insecurely-fastened 
cables getting trapped is rea l. Twin core 
cables with moulded plugs (as On dOll1esti c 

+ 

12 volts 

Fig I : Diode must be able to handle current demanded 

December 2000 - January 2001 

How not to connect batteries: 

note they have already 


fused twice. The glider has 

since been re-wired 


power plugs) arc often 
used to feed C PS and 
handheld radi os . Thi s is not a good idea. So 
often they arE' not even fused dnd thi s cab l!:' 
insulation will soun uak in the hot env i­
ronment of a cockpit. Thi s once cdused a 
Illoto rglider fire: fortunately, the cable was 
plugged into the pilnel: the pilot quickly 
saw Ih problem and un plugg'd it. 

Electroni c equipment die · not l ike to be 
c nnected the w rong way round (reverse 
poled). The protection ircuit in even 50­

ca lled pro tected equipment do 5 fa il. If 
there's no additi onJI po larity protec ii on in 
the glider circuitry it 's especiall y important 
that the master sw itch is 'olf' before th e ba t­
teri es are cunne t·ed . Even with protecti on, 
thi s is a good idea: rni croprocessor­' 1 

12.6 volts 

I 
 : 0----0+ 

GREE N : 

LED I 


" I 

Battery s¥Jitch 

Fig 2 . Much more complicated. but has a number of 

advantages. including no voltage drop in the system 

controlled equipment can be corrupted by 
rapid conne tiun/ remuval of supply. It will 
reset to factory defaults and lose your da ta. 

The sirnplest protecti on is a power diode 
in series with th e suppl y (Fi g 1, left ). In rhe 
majority of case this is satisfactory but it 
does losc half a vo lt or so. A suitable field­
effect transistor and a little extra Circuitry 
are better but not e;l sily ,wa ilable, So I 
favour a relay and di ode Jrrangernent 
(Fig 2, above). Thi s w astes J few tens o f 
miflidlllps, whi ch can light a panel LED. 

Fuses must be included to pro tec t th e 
glider wiring. They do not proteCt th e 
equipment - they are far too slow to dCt. I 
favour a battery fuse fo ll owed by fu ses for 
th e equipment. It is not rea ll y necessary to 
have a fuse for each piece of equipment, 
but equipment banked on one fu se must be 
chosen with ca re. It w ould, for eXd mple, he 

unsa ti sfactory to have the artifi c ial hori zon 
and th e turn and slip on the same fu se r 

Therm al cut -outs (fuses ) ca ll be reset in 
flight, but if the syst III has developed a 
prohl m why Sh l uld the cutout be reset? 
Noth ing ca n be don " until yl u art' on the 
ground, able ttl tra e th l 11 ult. 

Fuses ill gliders have prohl ems. C lass 
fu scs in screw -up cases 5 iz - up and 'lil ­
no t be opened, and ven w }l<'n th<:!y ca n it 
is diffi cult to see if the fuse is bl own. Car 
rod fuses with the fuse element w rJpped 
over the ends and down On ide of the rod 
corrode bJdl y ri nd th e ho lders <:I re generall y 
puor quality. I prefer the auto spilde type: 
two spade.s w ith th eir top end enGlsed in 
p lasti C and the fuse element bctween them. 
The lowest rating appea rs to be "1 amps, 
w hi ch is a little high, but I now usc them 
with 0.75mm cable for gencral wiring. My 
tests show th at (I t S amps th ese b low ill 
about 3 second s with no ilppr · iable CJ bl ·· 
h-ating. It is easy to se if th (use has rup­
tured, holders can be cli pp cl log lher and 
screwed dow n, and most importantly the 
mat ing between luse and holder is exce l­
lent, providing a good low-res ista nt pa th . 

I( hard-to-see fu ses are used it is worth 
inc luding a simpl e fu se-testing circuit; an 
LED, res isto r and suitable fu seho lder will 
save a lo t o f frustration (Fig 3) . Spa re fuse­
ho lders w ith fu ses shoul d <1 150 bt: mounted, 
they w eigh nothing but that spJr ~ fu se is 
worth a lot when needed . 

Don 't forget that w hatever wiring work is 
done to your gl ider, get it checked hI' tlw 
Jppropri Jte inspector Or authority. 
N ext j:-;~u(': EI<·( tricd} engineer Idfl lonks at more 

,n,/cried! rh'mcil ls uf ,, /icier cI('ctr()f1it '~ 

to b~ntry f ve 

' " 

to batt~ry ·v~ 

Fig 3: A simple fuse test circuit 
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TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT 


I
T WAS just before '11 am on an August 
Saturday when Gillian and I drove on to 
the airfield at Walney Island, home of the 
Lakes GC on the Cumbrian coas t. The sun 
was shining as we sniffed the fresh sea air 

and remarked on the contrast with three hours 
ea rli er, when we had hitched up our trailer at 
Sutton Bank and set out in the thick cloud that 
was shrouding the North Yorkshire Moors. It 
had sta rted to rain in the DJles, Jnd this con­
tinued unabJted J5 we crossed the Pennine 
wJtershed at GJrsdale; it was not until we 
reached the foot of Lake Windermere that we 
ca ught a glimpse of blue sky to the west. 
Clear ly we had come to the right place. 

Peter Lewis, the club's CFI, introduced 
himse lf and apologised for the slightly odd 
telephone conversa tion we had had the 
evening before. He confessed that he thought 
my ca ll was a hoax, as the c lub rece ived so 
few vis itors. I explained that my interest had 
been aroused by his c lub 's articl e in S&C 
(Fehruary-March 2000, p55) and, being 
nothing if not cu rious, determined to see for 
myse lf how a gliding club could thrive on a 
w indward coast in an area renowned for 
having the heavi es t rainfall in Brita in. 

The answer began to become clear from the 
outset. Peter pointed out Black Combe, 15km 
to the north across a 6km stretch of water, 
w h ich forms the weste rn escarpment of the 
Cum brian Mountains and falls almost 2,000ft 
into the sea. East of that lies the w hole of the 
Lake Di str ict which then merges into the main 
Pennine chain, whilst on the mainland 
directl y adjacen t to the ai rfield is a ridge line 
runnin g north-east along the shore of Asbm 
Bay and rising to over 1 ,000ft. Thus soar ing 
is possible in almost ilny wind direction 
over mJgnifi cent country where wave also 
frequently occurs. 

The air field is at the northern end of the 
island and occupies a Imost its full width, w ith 
water on three sides (see photograph, right). It 
is separa ted from the mainland by a narrow 
channel which is deep enough to allow 
mooring for quite large vessels but leaves 
them stranded at low tide, hee ling over at 
uncomfortab le angles, except for ca tamJrJns, 
which remJin smugly upright. There are three 
hard runWJYS, an encompassi ng perimeter 

track, two enormous hJngars in one of whi ch 
all the cl ub gliders and equipment ca n be 
housed, J control tower, cI ubhouse and even 
sleep ing accommodation. Little wonder that 
the club is thriving with nea rly 20 gliders 
bJsed on site. 

Peter's enthusiasm was infectious and we 
ri gged my LS-6 in eager anticipat ion. The sky 
overhead was c leJr apart from some scattered 
cumulus, but to the north Jnd east there was 
sti ll extensive cl oud down on the hilltops, and 
fa r upwind there appea red to be some 
towering shower clouds w hich could mJke 
things difficult later. Clearl y we needed to 
seize the moment. 

The c lub 's Super Cub towed me off into the 
light north-westerly wind across a long sandy 
beach whose only occupJnts were a solitary 
coupl e and their dog. O ut to sea severa l gas 
p latforms were visib le, ,md on the western 

'I briefly toyed with the idea 
of hill soaring in cloud ... 
but reminded myself that 

there are no old, oold pilots' 

horizon I cou ld just make ou t the peak of 
Snaefe ll on the Isle of Man, nearl y 50 miles 
away. We turned north and I was surpri sed 
find cloudbase was on ly 1 JOOft, but thJnks 

to some sk il fu l weaving by the tug we soon 
climbed above the tops to 2,500fl, where 
I released. 

My initial plan had been to hill soa r Bl ack 
Combe but this now looked very unattractive 
as its w indward face was encased in cloud 
w hose base was too low to Jllow a gl ide back 
to the airfield . I briefly toyed with the ideJ of 
hill soaring in cloud using my pJlmNAV but 
reminded myse lf that there are no old, bold 
pilots. Instead I decided to fly downwind to 
the lower ridge north-east of the site, viJ a 
detour to the south to avoid the sink behind 
Black Combe. Here the air WJS J little drier 
and clouclbase rose to 1, 900ft. 

Circling on my turn Jnd slip I managed to 
climb slowly to 2,300ft in J rJgged cumulus 
before returning upwi nd Jnd repeating th e 
process in the next one. I d id this four times, 
but on the last occJsion the lift increJsed 
to 3kts, and although I kept emerging from 

Sitting at home in front of a 
warm fire, dreaming about 
summer flights? You don't 
have to thrash around huge 
triangles in central England 
- there are other wonderful 
tasks to enjoy. Over the 
next five pages, to inspire 
you for next season, we 
detail just four that were 
made in 2000, starting with 
Justin Wills' account of... 

Bay 

Above left: "I drifted along above cloud admiring the contrast bE 
washed lields by the coast . .. says Justin, who took this pictu'e. 
coast-to-coast adventure. Right: CFI Peter Lewis ' photograp~ 0 

different sides of the cloud I continued to l 

mJke a gain overa ll until I came out near the Ie 
top at 5,600ft. Viewed from the outside the r 
cloud revealed itself to have a curious shape, e 
w ith J Ilarrow trunk like a very tall chimney ~ 
connect ing an ill-defin ed base with J bulbous 
sprouting top. 

I was IlOW well above JII the other c louds t 
nearby, so c lear ly thi s was the best opportunity" 'i 
I was likely to get, but what to do next? {, 

M y vague plJn from the outset had been to 
exp lore the loca l Jrea Jnd, if feasible, fly back v 
to Sutton Bank, although this had hitherto 
seemed hopeless ly optimist ic. One pOSSibility I' 
now lay 20km to the north , where a very 
active-looking line of clouds stretched away 
downw ind to the north-east. However, the 
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North ••• 

between the pale blue sea and the vivid green of freshly 
Above: the map shows the start and finish points of a 

Ifaph of Walney Istand (Map: Jon Hall, HRA ) 

combination of widespread showers 
J	underneath a c10udbase wh i h wa I elow 

much of the surrounding terrain, and the 
extensive cloud flyin g that would be 
necessary with no margin for error, led me 
instinctively to turn away, Curiously, two days 
later I experienced a sudden failure of my 
trusty turn and slip (which is my only gyro 

I' instrument) whilst climbing in a burgeon ing 
cu-nim over York; extricating myseli from that 
cloud was quite complicated enough without 
worrying about terrain clearance, 

Instead, I turned downwind across 
Morecambe Bay and along the Lancashire 
coast, hl"ading for the Ribble Valley 45kms 
away ilnd easily in range thanks to the 17kt 
tailwind, Here the lower hills and better 

December 2000 - January 2001 

landing fi elds should provide a s,lfer route 
inl and, I drifted along above the cloud tops 
admiring the contrast between the pale blue 
sea and the vivid green of the freshly washed 
fields by the coast. 

Pendle Hill and the other windward slopes 
east of Lancaster remained invisible due to 
cloud, but near the gliding c lub at Chipping 
I climbed 500ft in an isol ated turret and from 
3,000ft I could see the factory chimney to the 
east near Clitheroe where cloudbase was a 
respectable 2,800ft. 

Now a new problem arose in the form of 
controlled airspace, South-east would take me 
under the Manclwster TMA, whose base was 
uncomfortably low in relation to the 1,500ft 
terrain, Due east would take me into Leeds/ 
Bradford airspace: whilst the system for fl ying 
in such areas can work reasonably well when 
one ca n give reliable predictions of one's 
four-dimensional position, my experience 
in difficult cond itions when this is not 
possible is that the situation becomes very 
frustrating ior both the glider pilot and the air 
traffi c controller. 

Therefore, I decided to head north-east 
towards Skipton, despite this track leadi ng me 
under a large area of spreaclout downwind of 
the shower line I had earlier elected to avoid. 
It was a slow crosswind struggle until I 
surmounted the final Pennine ridge with 
300ft to spare and reached the edge of better 
conditions near Pateley Bridge. A rath er 
hesitant thermal from 900ft got me high 
enough to reach Dishforth, where a Twi n Astir 
was climbing at 6kts. 

The sky ahead now looked magnificent, and 
I was Jble to dolphin under clouds at 5,000ft 
until I arrived over the East Coast north of 
Whitby. The wind was much lighter here, and 
although there were no obvious clouds m<Jrk­
ing a sea breeze convergence, one clearly 
ex isted at lower leve ls as I could see a yacht 
tak ing full advantage of the onshore breeze as 
she sailed north towards Middlesbrough close 
hauled. 

Ten kilometres offshore was another bank oi 
clouds, which I investigated but could only 
find zero sink. I guessed that the lift would be 
ahove the base resulting from circulation 

within the cloud now that it was cut oj( from 
any lower source of energy. I wondpred if this 
applied to the lines of cumulus one some­
times seps in the middle of oceans. 

Below mp I observed a bulk freighter 
heading north-east, perhaps to coliect another 
load oi iron from Narvik for the stee l mills at 
Scunthorpe. The coastline here was quite 
rugged, with steep slate grey cI iffs rising 
directl y out of the North Sea, which was a 
much darker blue than the Irish Sea. I headed 
back towa rds Sutton Bank across the moors, 
noti cing how the fields in the surrounding 
valleys looked like probing green fingers 
amongst the higher areas ai pink and brown 
heather. 

I landed, and a member kindly towed me 
back to a parking spot near the clubhouse. 
I walked to the edge of the escarpment and 

'The flight, though neither 
far nor fast, provided a string 

of intrigUing decisions' 

looked out across the Vale of York. Conditions 
mJde it look possible to i1y iar to the west, 
even perhaps back to Walney Island given a 
good cloud climb. But I wanted tea, not 
heroics, and Gillian must be well on her way 
by now. 

Sure enough, exactly when I expec ted her, 
I spotted the trailer driving briskly up the road 
from Thirsk, overtaking all the slower traffic to 
reach me exactly eleven hours aiter we had 
set out that morning. 

So what made this dJy so special ? A 
number of things, of course, but above all the 
chain of delightful surprises: the mJrvellous 
metamorphosis of the weather, which arose 
not so much from a clearance as from drying 
out in situ; the enormous enthusiasm and 
friendliness of everyone we met at the 
Lakes club; the vivid beauty of th e varied 
landscapes ilnd seascapes; and the ilight itself 
which, though neither far nor fast, provided a 
string of intriguing decisions. For the two oi 
us, who spend much of our time abroad, it 
seemeci uniquely English, wonderfully 
civi I ised, a ndextraordinari Iy nice. 
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Merry Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year 
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TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT 


Beyond the Great Glen 

Richard Arkle ventured far off 
the BGA TP list to secure a 
memorable Diamond flight 

ACHNASHEE N is about 85 miles clue 

north of Fort Willi am, I am told by 

Ruth Housden. "If you choose 


',. Inverness," she "dels, "i t could he affectc'd 
hv the sea breeze". 

' This is my task planning, as I hurriedly rig 
using Ruth as crew and sou ndi ng board. 
There is no SGA turning point anywhere 
nea r Achr1J sheen so I es timate J lat and 
long for the logger. Th e Jrea is new to me. 
t\pparently it had not been reJ ehed before 
I)y clnyone in my cluh , 0 side. Luckily, 
I didn 't know thilL, t th tim. So I chose a 
remot£:' starl/fi nish at Loch Kinnrei, viJ Fort 
Will iam, Ach nasheen a nei Callander. 

Early in the day I had decided it would 
have to Iw the big one. Th ' re WJ.o, a very 
definite line of cu over the Dee va lley, < 

lovely thermi c sky to the north but blue to 
the south. The forecas t was for light winds 
and occas ional showers. Th t' prev ious day 
had been good but a sea breeze had come 
up the va lley: the therma ls were in th e hills. 

At 11 .00hrs I w as on tow at Aboyne in 
my LS-8 ~ 3() litres in each wing ~ Jnd 
released into good strong thermdls at 

Jon Hall, HRA. from an original by Sue Heard Dinnet. I set tv\a cCready el t 2.5 and didn 't 
turn in Jnything less than 4kts. After Fort The run to Ca llander was good until I then across to Aboync but stopped Illysel f 
I,tVilli am I reduced the MacCready to 2.0 approached Killin. I dumped the WJtpr halluci nating and tu rned b"lCk north. I was 
,1nd, later, to 1.0. 20 miles from the TP: the lift was verv wel l off track but knew that there was still 

IJushing w es t, I SilW J very odd- look ing scra ppy and I w as low. Thi s gave me 'the lift in th ' Illounta in ~, even though it mea nt 
dred of low cloud (l tthe head of G len confidence to work my way through the fl y ing into the rotor ilnd th e lees ide 
Feshi e; like ;1 sea breeze convergence. va ll ey between Killin and Ca ll ander in thermals aga in . It was pretty poor going as 
I skirted it to the south and got the best rubbi shy rotor-y lee therm als. I wa s I worked back towards Killin. 
climb of the day. The!' were lots of week­ determin ed to reach ·a ll ililcler if on ly I got J relati ve ly good cl imb to 4,500it 
end willkers in the snowfield on the top of b ' cause there are some decent landing just south of there and pushed north-east. 
Ben Nevi s, w ho waved as I passed by. fields there. M y logge r tell s me I was Local efieets brough t the headw ind to 12kts 

A/)oJ!ne-Fort William in 7hr 30 mins. 1,OOOft over the town. I felt like a voyeur as and l scra bbled over each hill in turn using 
The landscape on the run north to I made the TP and vvatched the pedpstri,ln s the rotor and lee thermals before gelling . 

Achnasheen was quite unexpec ted but cross the bridge at my w ingtip, most Of my stuck at Aberleldv. w here I WJS down to 
specta cu lar. The visibi I it)' W,15 exce llent: aU ntion on the fi elds I had picked out. 1 ,000 ft over a re~sonable-Iooking fi eld . 
Skye and the ve ry strange-looking Achnasheen-Ca llander in 2hrs 30 mins. I was cunvinced that, if I could reach 
Illountains south of Ullapool stood ou t like Towil rd s Loch Kinord was blu e wi th them, the big mountains five miles north­
a picture. Cloudbase was now down to dece itful cu showing which I just didn 't CJst uf Blair Atho l would be soa rabl e with a 
4,500fi and with no lanciable fi elds in sight believe d~ the wind was coming in off the 20kt w ind at 11 00. They were and I got d 

I took things a bit easier, hav ing in mind an orth Sea: 18kts at 120". I di d think briefly great start to soar the ridges and late 
escape route dow n the glens to the Black dbout trying to ridge soa r the hills all the thermals through the mountains to Braemar. 
Isle to the cast, or Strathcarron and Shiel way past Cri eff, Blairgoweri e and Edzel and Here I picked up a climb to 4,500ft then 
Briuge to the west. relil down to fini sh at Loch Kinord. 

Achndsheen is quite remote and SIllJII. Time on this leg was 2hrs 30 rl1in5. 
A few houses, a railway station ,-lIld some It was a great feeling to <lchieve ,1 gOill 
rough-lookin g, sma ll fields full of sheep . and to correctl y comp lete a long task with 
The sky stopped working for a w hil e during all the paperwork verified. 

'" an off cyc le. The price of a sheep th ese The actual task distJn ce was 500.88km 
da>'s didn't worry me but the thought of the ~ O.88klll is not il good margin and I should 
glider being with I"\art)'n Wells for Illonths have had the lOute planned and documented 
did. I was down to 800ft AGL and working before I fl ew. I hJd a grea t time; the eight­
very hard on the side of J small, south ­ hour flight seemc>d to fl ash by. I'm still not 
facing hill. I have since heard then:' is a certain if Ruth was seriou s when she 
Slllel II strip in the ,11 ><1 but I didn 't see it. suggested Achn <1sheen, and I'm not \. . 

Fori William-A chnaslwen in I hr f() mins. sure that I vant to know now. " 

December 2000- January 2001 

Above: Aboyne, where Richard ·s epic flight began 
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TRY SOMETHINGDIFFERENT 


THERE was littl e activity at Nympsfield 
at OB.OOhrs on Sunday, September 3: 
Sid Smith was busy prepa ring his met 

forecast and shaking his heJd. Come 09:35, 
a rousing 50 watts of the Damhusters 

theme awakened interest in the briefing for 
the Isle of Wight (loW) Rally and the first 
few punters vva ndered in. Fortunately, my 
opening jokes went down well ,'IIlei by the 
end I had the feeling they mi ght even just 
try this long-awa ited flight. But st ill no 
weather. Perhaps Sid was right. 

By 10:30, everything was ready except 
my glider, 621, which was still in its trailer. 
I hadn 't inc luded myself in the pre-flight 
planning. I rigged, and towed to the front of 
the grid (no one complained), launched at 
12:2B and contacted weak lift at BOOft: the 
loW Rally was under way. 

We had a choi ce of two routes : Task A, a 
33 4km polygon invo lving some radio chat 
through Bournemouth Class 0 Airspace, or 
Task B, an OIR 24km longer but clea r of 
airspace. I chose A (later to fi nd out every­
body else chose B) beca use it was doubly 
exc iting w ith different entry and ex it po ints 
on the island: The Need les and Ryde. 

My first leg was a slow downwind ride to 
The Park. Funny thing, coasts, they creep 
up in front of you and suddenly appear as if 
from nowhere. For me, that's the iirst kick, 
quickly followed by sight of the island 
itself. Once I knew I could at least make it 

a sense oi achievement set 
in. But suppose I was 
refused entry into the air­
space? The nice l<ldy at 
Bournemouth sounded 
perplexed when I told her Isle of 
my landing place W<lS to 
be Nympsfield, Glos, via 
St Ca therine's Li ghthouse, Trevor Stuart (left) and Steve Lynn (right~ 
Isle of Wight. 

I left the mai nland at Milford on Sea. A 
slow glide across this short bit of water is 
surrea l. It's so far removed from our normal 
tasks. The v iews are breathtaking. On the 
island, reaching c loud base WJsn' t difficult 
- so often conditions seem better here ­
and I turned the lighthouse at 4,BOOft ASL. 

A disadva ntJge of hav ing to mainta in 
rad io contact w ith Bournemouth Approach 
and Solent Radar was that I had no contac t 
with the other pilots and strongly suspected 
they were all drinking tea in the clubhouse. 
That is, until I started the northbound transit 
of the Solent: a southbound Discus stopped 
to share my thermal . This was a huge ki ck 
for me: was it one of ou rs? It was - Ray 
Lemin, who turned back hali-way across 
the island. Over the mainlJnd, I saw 
another glider, then another, then two 
more, all streaming south. I shouted: "Yes! 
Yes I Brilliant! " as each one passed. 

Abeam Petersfi eld, So lent Radar released 
me and I managed to speak to a Dunstabl e 

pilot who said four of th eir gliders had 
turned the lighthouse. It was no problem 
finding climbs or staying hi gh but I was 
conscious of the time and began to doubt if 
the last gliders I saw wou ld make it back. I 
made the last turn at Sandhill Farm and did 
a final glide way too high . 

I land d after Julian Rees and Ray Payne 
in Nimbus 3DT 970 had sucessfully done 
the task. Slowly the other four fi n ishers 
appeared, the last touching down just short 
ofI B.30. What a fan tastic resu lt ! Our other 
finishers were: Tim M aciadyen/Phi I Dunster 
(DG 505 9 13); Steve Parker (Discus T BW); 
and Nick Wall (Discus 230). At pri zegiv ing, 
all who turned the I ighthouse got a stick of 
loW rock and Dominic Conway, our lowest 
hours pi lot, had the St Catheri ne's Cup. 
Neil Watts, CFI of Vectis G(, loW, later to ld 
me he'd never seen so many gl iders there 
before! 
My Ihank, tu everyone who supported Ihis pruject: 

wi thoul them it wouldn' t have got of! Ihe ground. ~ 

'We were promised extra points 
for sighting submarines and 
other craft; the slight drawback 
was that we had to note names 
and numbers!' - Dominic Conway 

'Over the harbour it's easy to 
get distracted by the view; we 
see an aircraft carrier (and no, 
I would not like to land my 3DT 
on that deck ... )" - Julian Rees 

Above left: The Needles; left: over Portsmouth harbour 
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maps left and above: Jon Hall, HRA 

task sheets, useful 
phone numbers (the 
loW Ferry and the 

Photos left and above : Trevor Stuart 

closer - as did the wet bit - and I became 
more ilnxious. About 10 miles from the 
coast, I asked Andy if he didn't feel just a 

Samaritans) ,lnd 
prizes, including a 
stick of loW rock. 
All we needed now 
was the weather. 

ht) share how two clubs achieved a flight of fantasy Eighteen months 

dreams little bit of anticipation. His encour,lging 
reply was: "Go on, mate: it'll be OK". Did I 
mention that he fli es a turbo Nimbus 4? 

I crossed the coast at Portsmouth at 
3,500ft QFE Dunstable, and enjoyed a 
street most of the way to the other side. 

IF YOU know Shobdon, you can picture 
the scene: Dunst, ble wave-seekers were 
sitting in front of the restaurant on a 

warm MJrch dav. We fell into conversation 
with a group fro'm Nympsfield and ... well, 
you know the WJy we talk about silly ambi­
tions, out of season. 

I mentioned a trip by Trevor Stuart and 
Tony Hutchings from Dunstable J few years 
Jgo thJt I hJd alwJys wanted to do: an OIR 
to St Catherine's Point, the lighthouse at the 
southernmost tip of the Isle of Wight. 
Trevor, now Jt Nympsfield, WJS shJring his 
lighthouse fetish with his new-found friends 
and plJnned to take a group back there. It 
seemed obvious that we should Jgree a 
day, fly a group from both l\Jympsfield and 
Dunstable to meet over the lighthouse, 
wave at each other, then fly home. And so 
the Isle of Wight (loW) Rally W,)S born. 

Trevor supplied me, as official Dunstable 
representative, with briefing notes (extra 
points for landing on an aircraft carrier), 

'We had a new set of landmarks 
- or is it seamarks? - ''lust east 
of the rusty tanker" was one 
location fix. Flights like this 
remind me gliding isn't a sport 
but a privilege' - Andy French 

'Truly memorable' - Bob King 

'We should find other interesting 
TPs next year'- Tony Hutchings 

Above right,' The Isle of Wight: right: St Catherine's Pt 

December 2000 .' January 2001 

IJter, the forecast for 
September 3 looked possible: northerl ies to 
keep the sea breeze at bay and encourage 
thermals over the Solent. That morning, the 
usual Dunstable crowd was busy rigging by 
8.00hrs, but forecasts showed either nil 
winds or, worse still, an easterly. Last­
minute voicemails lacked Trevor's usual 
enthusiasm but confirmed he'd have a go. 

In spite of offering our loW trophy (J 
one-inch high cup) and a stick of rock at 
briefing, I could only encourage three 
adventurers - Andy French, Tony Hutchings 
and Bob King - to come with me. Even this 
was on the basis that if conditions seemed 
unsuitable once we'd got to Petersfield, 
we'd head for CheltenhJm instead. 

So we four set off. For my part, it wasn't a 
difficult flight; I got below 2,000ft only a 
couple of times and had several climbs to 
4,000fl. ThermJls averJged 3-3.5kts; the 
best was Skts. I wi II never, ever forget the 
sight of the Isle of Wight, as we approached 
from Lasham: how it got bigger as we got 

Progress over the island was careful, and I 
was delighted to climb away from a low 
point of 2,200ft, inspired by the knowledge 
that tug pilot Peter Claiden had said he was 
looking forward to the aerotow retrieve. 

The return crossing over was maybe even 
more thrilling, with the sun allowing belter 
views of Southampton Water, Portsmouth 
,lnd the hundreds of ships of all sizes 
milling about. Arriving at Lee-on-Solent at 
about 2,500ft, I stooged around looking at 
the dockyards before setting off home via 
Butser Hill IPetersfield-Goring in a lovely 
romp. Sadly, the l\Jympsfield contingent 
arrived about an hour after the four of us, 
so we never got to wave at e,1(h other. 

The whol e trip was absolute magi c. Bob 
and I agreed that it was like doing your first 
300km allover again and, bJck in the bar, 
I formally declared to myself that the 2000 
season "'VdS now closed. 

A very big thank you to Trevor, the tr ip's 
architect and chief pl anner. Can we hJve 
Jnother go, pl ease? ~ 



Pop-Top Glider Pilots Parachute 
•• 	 State of the art ifl emergency parachutes 

The Pop-Top. External seated pilotchute providing the fastest possible deployment. iil
'THOMAS • Fully encased risers resulting in a snag free parachute container system . 
~ • Steerable parachutes in a range of sizes to suit all sizes of pilots. 
~. Soft, slim line design for the ultimate in comfort 

• 	 British built, quality assured to BS 5750 
• 	 Reliability, comfort and efficiency when it matters 
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C4 COMPETITION Flight Computer 
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CLASS 15/18m SAILPLANES 


• Due to strong US$ prices reduced by 5% • 
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Navigation 
NOM 12 Cf1 Tl J GPS realNer 
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' .. 
For more information 

Tel: 01536 485552 (office) 
01858468820 (home) 
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albatross 

PIONEERING THEORY 

Flight of the 


[...,=_:=~1_r_~,-,,:~,,-__=,:,o~"::~:::~~.•I·. F~~_~~~C!::.zc~._o~_c¢y_~:_1F~~__~_:,,!!;:'ng__!L__'@;~'=-___~~~_""'~_._'-__­__­__-_.ll.~ 

- ____-"'-__--L---­

Alan Self rediscovers some 
early observations by Wi'IIiam 
Froude on soaring flight 

IT IS 1878. As HMS BOJdicea approaches 
the Cape of Good Hope, William Froude 
MA LLD FRS, a 68-year-old invalid, 

watches an albatross souring. Froude has 
the inquiring eye of a scientist with many 
years' experience of fluid dynamics, 
applied to ship design. The bird's effortless 
flight must have a rat ional explanation 
- but whence come, the energy to keep it 
ilirborne without flapping? 

" ... the birds," he notes, "seemed to soar 
almost ad libitum both in direction and in 
speed. Now starting aloft with scarcely, if 
any, apparent loss of speed. Now skimming 
along close to the water, with th e tip of one 
ur other wing almost touching the surface 
for long distances, indeed now and then 
actually touching it. .. The actiun was the 
more remarkable owing tu the lightness of 
the wind, which sometimes barely moved 
uur sa ils, as we travelled only five knots 
befure it, by help of the screw...." 1 

Froude then calculates the effect of a 
wave 10ft high, moving at 50ft/sec in zero 
wind, on the air near it: " ...all along the 
side uf the wave at its mid-height the air 
must approximately be ascending at the rate 
of three feet per second, and if the bird were 
so to steer its course and regu late its speed 
as to conserve this position he would have 
the advantage of a virtual upward air current 
heW ing that speed." He then tries to relate 
the upcurrent of 3ft/sec to the sinking 
speed of the gliding albatross. Considering 
the wing as as a plane surface at positive 
incidence with all lift generated by pressure 
on the underside, he derives fur the bird: 

Sinking speed = 1.7S.,j(WIA) x f.fJ:l7 /4 

PI/4 

where W = weight of bird, A = wing area, 
r = ratio of total surface area to wing area, 
and F and P are constants for the iluid 
medium. ForF and P he uses values for 
water, corrected for the density of air. 

Even when doubling P "on the score of 
advantage that might conceivably be 
derived from the curvature of the wing 
surface, " the sinking speed of the albatruss 
would be 4.7ftlsec, so soaring in 3ft/sec 

was impossible. This was also much greater 
than the rate at which animals seemed 
capable of lifting them elves by muscle 
power, estimated at O.5rt/sec by relating 
1hp (550ft.lb/sec) to the weight of a horse; 
if so, flapping flight would also be 
impOSSible. Nevertheless, he concluded 

William Froude (1810-1879) RINA 

correctly that the wing loading W/A affects 
only the airspeed and nol the gliding angle. 
And, as we can infer frum the strength of 
thermals other birds use, 3ft/sec wuuld be 
soarable, given the skill to fly within it. 

Froude also watched the albatross 
soaring in a gale. This needed a different 
explanatiun because there were no big 
waves: "These birds went high and went 
low, went fast and went slow, with the 
wind or against the wind ... going ahead 
and upwards if they pleased, not flapping a 
wing once for hours... An ascending 
current apparently uniformly distributed 
over a level ocean, and reaching to at least 
50 or 60 feet above it [was impossible] ... 
for the air, if it was all ascending, would 
leave a vacuum over the water. .. Two days 
later. .. the air was for a long time so full of 

sea spray up tu a level of 50 or 60 feet, that 
it looked as if a heavy April shower was 
passing... whatever cuuld carry spray to 
that height would answer the birds' purpose." 

After Froude's death, his son published 
these observations r, commenti ng that Lord 
Rayleigh's 1883 paper" could explain them. 
In two elegant paragraphs, Rayl eigh had 
proposed the theory of dyna mi c soaring in 
a wind gradient. By repeatedly flying 
downwind almost to the surface, turning 
and ascending in the increas ing headwind, 
" the bird may maintain his level , and even 
increase his available energy, without duing 
a stroke of wurk."2 

The albatross's flight is now seen as an 
opportunist mix uf dynamic and upcu rrent 
soaring.1 -5 Waves can intensify dynamic lift 
as the bird flies from the slovver-moving air' 
in the trough into the full force of the wind 
abuve4 , and can create slope Iift on the lee 
sideS When following d ship, th e bird may 
also use slope lift from the superstructure 4 

Froude died in South Africa in 1879; he 
had no contact with others already working 
towards a valid theory of flight. With his 
pioneering work on mudel testing in a 
water tank l and his knowledge of stream­
line flow and the venturi effect, he could 
have contributed to the underst<:lIlding of 
flight - and perhaps revised his low 
esti mate of the albatross's performance. 
I Ih i'lI1k thl' ROy" t Insti tution () ( N;:w,d Ar( hi le-CIS fOr pL'rrT1j~sion to 

Teprodull' ('xlril<..t~;illust rtl\iOfl~ from n'I(:rPIll (' J, Jnd Anthony 

Edwl\ rd~ for rc\'i(".ving th is article . ~"1~t species of ,dbJtross .1r<.' 

t'.ndd ngefcd by long-ti ne 7shmgt\ ReiNcnces: I . The. P" fJf!O of 

'vV;JIj~lfn fY(Jude, KIN 1<.)5S: 14C1- -~44 . Z. R.ly ll'igh, I\VS: The 

5oJrinf: u( Birds. j\';'d fuf(' 1US]: 27: 5]4--):) . 3 . Pennycllick, CJ: 

AninJ.1/ Fli.~hr, Edward Arnold 1972: '_~a-:;I). 4. Scort·~ r, RS: 

f nvironm('nl.-,J Aerodynamics., 1: llis HOrWO{ id llj78: 449-45 2 . 

;, Han1l llOn, f-M : How IheAIl;,J/m... ::; So;/{,:->, S&C, ~eh- .\·1 ... «_h 

It)(-l .~: ~() . ")1. (). Croxall, J: Bird .. (RSPB l Aulunm 200(): ;7-(!O. 

Picillre of albJ.l ross courtesy of Morris QUJ il bc",k ~ 

Froude's line drawings of streamlines were based on pioneering water tank experiments Froude 's illustration of pressure drop in water flowing through a venturi 
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THE RACING YEAR: JUNIORS 

How the 

contest 

was won 

The people who really know how a comp is won 
- and lost - are those who just missed out. 
The leading pack at Weston analyse their flights 

Day 1i: Alcester-Banbury, 125km 
"A day when sensible pilots didn't go any­
where," says Leigh Wells (jo int 2nd on the 
day with Pele Masson), " I climbed to about 
3,000ft at Banbury and did little other than 
glide it out. The SJd thing was thJt JJY, the 
on ly pi lot to pass Y, mJde it a contest day, 
but because he flew through Hinton he got 
penalty points (JS did many others) and 
ended with a negJtive score'" 

Pete Jdds: "The dJy started very well but 
was forecast to overdevelop: we had large 
areas of sprea dout and rain. My best 
decision was to be the first starter - it was 
obvious ly a distance day. The key to 
winning was patience, both in weak cl imbs 
and waiting for the wea ther to cyc le ... clnd 
cloud-climbing at the right time - which, 
sad ly, the Duo Discus, which I WJS flying, 
isn't cleared for. " 

Day 2: Worcester-Edgehill, 153km 
Pele Iv\asson (who came joint 2 nd with 
Gav Goud ie) says: "There were fantJstic 
streets up to 10 miles short of Worcester 
- then J big shower. You had to get high 
before Worcester and glide round back 
to where the sun was on the ground, to 
hJve enough height to push on to the 
better therma Is." 

Gav (be/ow) adds: "After the previous 
dJy's exploits, everyone wJnted a rJ cing 
day; personally, I just hoped to be on task 
for more than .30 minutes. The run west 
WJS relJtively stra ightforward, with Leigh 
and Jeremy flying just out in front and Luke 

The Junior Nationals 

(Aug 26 to Sep 3) 

were directed by 

Pete Straiten at RAF 

Weston on the Green. 

Leigh Wells. right. was 

third overall. "A big 

thank you to everyone 

at Weston from pilots 

and crew for making it 

such a good camp," he 

says. Terry Slater again 

arranged highly-

popular two-seater 

training in BGA and 

privately-owned gliders 

All photos: the white 

planes picture co. 

just behind with Jay weaving his WiJY 
through the clouds above. 

TowJrds BroadwJY cloudbJse was 
descending and we could see a shower 
line between Worcester and us which 
appeared to have killed off everything. 

What you did at the shower was the 
decider, though luck also plJyed a part. By 
gett ing to the c limb on the back edge 
slightly higher than most, and stay ing with 
it till c loudbase, I could glide the 25km to 
the TP and back with enough height to get 
aWJy. Rounding the TP at 1 ,800ft and 
seei ng Jay 300ft above, the only option was 
to return to the clouds Jt Evesham. 

The sight of John Coutts stick ing the wing 
down over the river gave some hope; this 
climb was weJk but at 700ft it seemed like 
J good thing. Watching other gliders come 
in even lower WJS interesring - especiJ lly 
when they eventua lly stopped moving! 
Better eu cou ld be seen at Sidford and 
JS soon as I thought I was high enough 
I heJded that way. A 3kt c limb at Long 
Marston got me bJck to a sensible height. 

Jay, pair flying with his brother Luke, 
proved the benefit of flying in c loud. He 
used the 500-800ft he gJ ined on the rest of 
us to great advantage: down the second leg 
it Jllowed him to leave the pJck and cruise 
round the last turn to home." 

Day 3: Winchcombe-Olney-Didcot, 240km 
"CI imbs were J bit errJtic before the st<lrt," 
SJys Jez Hood (3 rd, above) "but soon they 
becJme 6-7kt. When conditions were good 
I pushed hard for the strong climbs, but it 
was equJlly important to slow up Jt a sen­
sible point if it looked poor ahead. Before 
the first turn , for example, Jt 2,400ft with 
I Okm to run, I could see Jbout 20 gliders 
low at the TP, so took J 3kt climb to keep 
out of troubl e. Luke Rebbeck did the first 
100km then, going past' Weston on his way 
to Olney, decided to start again. Finishing 
90 mins after everyone else, he not on Iy . 
fl ew 340km, but CJme second'" 
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Pete Masson (above). twice Junior Nationals winner, 

hoped to become the first person to win it three times. 

He is pictured as he learned he 'd been pipped at the 

post. The bug he'd caught probably didn 't hetp .. . ''The 

sad thing, ,. he adds, "is that I'm too otd now ... ,. 

Day 4: Worcester-Winchcombe-Gaydon, 
198km 
"The weather was disgustingly good - the 
sort when you turn dovvn 6kts because it'll 
slow you down," says Pete Masson (3 rd) . 
"The key to winning was flying heavy 
and stopping only for 8kts. The most 
memorable part of the day was seeing Jay 
flying past at about lS-20kts faster (I jest 
!lot) at a better glide angle than me - and 
rea lising his handicap is somehow two 
points lower! Getting a cold during a 
comp is bad news, as well - it's distracting 
to cough aillhe way round 200km ... " 

Day 5: Assigned Area Task, 2hrs 
Luke Rebbeck (3rd, be/ow), was flying with 
older brother Jay: "The visibil ity was poor, 
thermzds were weak an d there was a front 
about to w ipe out the entire task area. I 
couldn 't believe that we would be set an 
AAT when the visibility was 50 bad, so the 
task would be down to luck, which it was. 
The day lost some people a lo t of points 
due to unlucky early landouts. 

Vile were on a conserva tive strategy and 
made the decision to try to get back so as 
to get mJx imum benefit from finJI glide. 
'vVe were lucky, too, that when we turned 
after the first sector, there were still some 
thermals. It was the first AAT for many 
people - including me - and lots didn't 
know the rul es." 

Day 6: Chilbolton-Ashbury-Bullington, 
256km 
"The day started blue and quite cold," says 
Jez Hood (3 rd ), "bu t by noon conditions 
improved with lots of streeting and a threat 
of spreadout, which never materialised. O n 
task, I stopped only once in the first 85km 
(for 1 ,000ft in 6kts) and got into the rhythm 
of when to leave climbs ... but it was tri cky 
in the Didcot area on the way home. I lost 
th e day by turning the downwind TP too 
low (a t 2,300ft under a 4,000ft cloudbase); 
I never recovered. The key to the day was 
getting the last leg ri ght, and ca tching the 
pulse at Didcot- which I d idn 't!" 

View from the winner 
"My Achilles heel in camps," says overall 
winner Jay Rebbeck (above, right), "has 
illways been consistency. My first win came 
in the South Afr ican Nat iona ls thi s vear, but 
the fi Id was relatively sma ll , so I \~as 
eager for J good result in the Juniors. 

Before th e comp I was happy with my 
practice (in the LS-B Jill Bu rry kindly lent 
me), so decided on a conservative strategy. 
In this spirit, Luke and I chose to pJir fly, 
hoping for consistent results. This worked 
well, and but for some bad luck on Luke's 
part, it would have been a Rebbeck one­
two. The weather was the usual UK mixed 
bag; we successfully tiptoed on the tri cky 
days and pushed hard on the fast days. 

Pilot Overall Day 1 Day 2 
J Rabbeck 4126 \64 4.1 37 I 85 3 1 7aS 

2 P Masson 3962 (43.6) 2 15 82.3 2 765 
3 L Woll5 3909 (427)215 H'.o 671 
4 J Hood 3877 (41.8)5 '2 79.94761 
5 G GOudl~ 3878 (26.8) 18 5 80 8 2 765 
6 RHoad 3580 (26.8) 10 7 58.97676 
7 L Rebbeck 3541 \35 .7) 39 -7 (89.1) 24 323 
8 A Wells 3267 \35 .0) 44 -22 58.2 9 653 
9 J Meyer 31 79 (35.0) 7 10 56.3 12 640 
10 0 Wallers 3129 (14.5) 45 -28 (69.5) 29 260 
11 J Clark 3121 (7.0) 250 47.218596 
12 C Pelers 3116 (29.8) 10 7 57.2 10651 
13 BBirlison 3098 (41.7)215 59.58662 
14 MFox 3096 (18.5) 231 (91.1 ) 23333 
15 S Churchi ll 3007 (20.6) 22 2 53.313631 
16 A Perkins 2973 (16.3) 25 0 (95.1) 21 346 
17 T Brenlon 2964 (23 .8) 21 3 (146.3) 20 463 
18 E Garner 2951 (16.4) 25 0 47.1 15 6 16 
19 J Pennanl 2912 (16.7) 38 -6 86.55758 
20 J Tanner 2888 (52 .1) 1 21 (83 .9) 26 307 
21 MParker 2838 (35.1)49 -74 50 .9 15616 
22 D Wardrop 2784 (28 .8) 10 7 51 .8 14 624 
23 A Irving 2714 (34.0) 20 4 (59.5) 39 207 
24 C Smart 2575 (0 .0) 25 0 49.2176 10 
25 S Shah 2530 (18.4 ) 39 -7 (60.7) 32 236 
26 S Moreerafl 2525 (28.9) 107 (61.4 ) 35 216 
27 J Crowhursl 2478 (23.7) 185 (146.7) 19559 
28 S Dawson 2439 (41 .9) 7 10 57.71 1 641 
29 K Davis 2327 (17.6) 41 -8 (87.3) 22 336 
30 E Faxon 2293 (18.9) 23 1 (60.3)37211 
31 AFreeborn 2239 (29.7) 10 7 (64.4)33231 
32 M Cook 2165 (26 .9) 166 (68.8) 30 252 
33 J Warwick 2123 (12.0) 50 -132 (58.6) 31242 
34 G Dadd 2039 (29.2) 107 (0.0) 470 
35 JMurdock 1910 (16.7)250 (5 1.1)4216 1 
36 A Gil lson 1890 (11 .0) 25 0 (62.9) 40203 
37 CHart 1876 (1.9) 25 0 (8.2) 47 0 
38 N Irving 1861 (14.3) 46 -40 (24.6)4539 
39 R Nunn 1769 (34.3) 6 11 (40.5 ) 43 128 
40 A Belleley 1667 (16.4)250 (56.5) 38210 
41 J Clarke 1655 (15.4) 42 -1 0 (76.4 ) 25 316 
42 H Nilhianandaralah 1485 (10.9) 46 -40 (55 .0) 41 185 
43 S Armi lage 1476 (12.9) 25 0 (72.8 ) 28 271 
44 D Bromley 1414 (24 .7) 166 (57.2) 34 217 
45 J Leaeroft 1284 (1 9.9) 42 -10 (59.6) 36 214 
46 T Charlesworth 1282 (1.9) 25 0 (0.0) 47 0 
47 M Pel1ican 1236 (29.0) 9 8 (77.3) 27 304 
48 R Verrall 959 (8.8) 25 0 (25 .7) 44 63 
49 A Hill 493 (14.5)48 ·44 (0.0) 470 
50 S Aldridge 94 (7.0) 25 0 (14 9) 46 16 
For each day. speed (or disfance). position and points are shown. 

Day 4 - "B ig Wednesday" - was my 
most memorable day! Conditions were 
probably the best I've ever fl own in the 
UK; w ith J 200km task, Luke and I filled 
our LS-8s w ith wa t rballas t. A combination 
of starting on an excellent cloud st reet, 
stopping on ly for 7kt climbs, and cruising 
at 1OOkts saw me round the task at more 
than 120km/h, Luke close behind. VVithout 
doubt this was the high point ot the compo 

It was a great fee ling to win, especia ll y 
with hot competiti on such as Luke, 
Pete Masson, Leigh Wells and Jez Hood 
ri ght behind. With selection for the Junior 
Worlds tea m riding on the result, it was 
particularly satisfying. I ca n't wait to fly (or 
I3ritain in Fra nce nex t August ... " ~ 

Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 

9525970 1201 3 1 800 608 I 585 109 2 2 983 

99.1 1 1000 114.63693 (10T4 ) 4 558 107. 4 5931 
95.6 97 10/17646 pI6.815555 110.61 1000 

95.73977 107.4 6647 (1 107)7511 108 1 3969 

88 e 11 876 102..422501 60 d 2 582 I06-S 4 949 

81.9 14852 103.94674 (83.9) 17450 98.2 6 921 
96.22985 118.8 2751 59.63 572 104. 1 79 17 

87 .013855 95.1 19 535 (94.7) 16464 93.713782 

82.921 785 99.2 14 565 53.58505 86.327674 
89.5 79 13 105.17 646 (104.2) 15465 98.78873 
87.1 15845 98.615559 (97.0) 19409 89.219712 

79.922765 90.921 505 (96.8) 10500 85.724688 

83.1 17810108.45665 (53.7)41 158 93.311788 
87.9 10878 105.510639 (9 1.9) 14466 92.614779 
76.7 27718 83.2 30 435 (91.1) 12479 89 .715 742 

84.516830 100.617551 (92. 9) 20 404 97410842 

86.818807 93 .223 487 54.5 6515 90.1 23689 

70.733695 82.027471 (97.4)18448 82.718721 

94.912860 97.524486 (34.1) 4726 102.81 1788 

91.96923 98.6 13567 (64.0) 36 200 100.5 9 870 

83 .220800 103.911615 (50.6) 42155 89.4 16 726 

82 .6 19 803 88.1 25 480 (48 1) 43 147 88.3 17 723 

78.624745 95.318 546 53.59504 87 .120 708 

74 .335684 79.036384 (65.6) 35 210 85 .525687 

72.826727 85.720508 (85.9 ) 21 375 80.622691 

77.5 25 730 85.528 456 (104.5) 11 487 81.1 32 629 
70.4 29 701 72.237383 (58.5) 34 220 74 .033610 

79.228712 85.1 38360 (93.3) 26 304 67.242412 

85.99887 103.09645 (98 .1) 13467 DNF 47 0 

70.937636 83.329436 (74.9) 22 348 83.628661 

75.4 30 700 86.633 406 (68.0) 25 322 76.8 37 573 

88.68889 102.81261 4 (74.2 ) 38199 (22 1.3) 45 205 

68.230700 71.534400 (69.6) 27 282 73.031 631 

62.740519 96.216554 (60.3) 27 282 84.826677 

63.341511 89. 1 26 473 (52.4) 40 164 80.634601 

74438 628 82.735388 (68.8) 31 245 73.7 41 426 

67.739590 72.4 39 356 (68.8) 24 346 75.336584 

75.332699 73.740348 (56.9) 32 223 78.335 592 

74.923 747 (0.0) 50 -93 (64.8 ) 29 275 82.2 21 701 
55.2 44 350 65.6 43 305 (65.2) 30 247 71.6 38 555 ., . 
47.645345 67.741331 (54.2) 39173 66.939500 
(51 5) 48 42 82.931 432 (56.9) 32 223 82.230643 

56.843434 70.942322 (61 .1) 44120 58.243329 

70.534691 (143.5) 48152(81.4) 22 348 (0.0) 47 0 

(79.4) 47 78 67.1 46250 (59.6) 45 98 81.329654 

55.942470 67. 1 44301 (62.4) 36 200 57.04431 1 

71.6 36676 72.7 47248 (0.0) 48 0 (00) 47 0 
(94.7) 46110 61.7 45265 (28.6) 46 43 61.840478 

DNF 50 0 76.332408 (0.0) 48 0 (144.1) 46129 

(284) 49 21 (128.4) 49 57 (0.0) 480 DNF 47 0 
The pilafS highlighfed above contributed to fhe main report 
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THE RACING YEAR: NATIONALS RESULTS 

.. .. . .. 

Overseas Nationals, Ocana 18 Metres, Aston Down 
Pilot Total Day 1 

1 MWelis 791 8 16739 
2 S Crabb 7871 2921 
3 L Wells 7764 1935 
4 J Wills 7750 5865 
5 P Jellery 7173 8831 
6 P Crabb 7053 25162 
7 G Dale 6748 9823 
8 G Stingemore 6701 17737 
9 P Shelton 6676 10816 
10 J Tanner 6083 13750 
11 J Rebbeck 6506 18735 
12 M Durham 6492 3912 
13 K Barker 6462 21473 
14 K Tipple 6405 11 761 
15 J Spencer 6237 6838 
16 P ToqtJero 5841 19704 
17 G Spreckley 5636 15747 
18 R Blackmore 5455 14748 
19 A Clarke 5195 4891 
20 K Glossop 5 175 29 23 
21 0 Innes 5087 20a 665 
22 A Knighi 502 1 3021 
23 J Clemens 4717 26128 
24 A Sinks 4646 12760 
25 P Baker 4635 2839 
26 P RosSl er 4585 7 835 
27 P Mclean 3454 22464 
28 C Lytteiton 2700 2778 
29 P Onn 2105 24223 
30 M Cr llcilaga 1615 23340 
31 P ViC a 1034 DNF 0 

Day 2 
2741 
11 607 
1764 
3707 
13585 
8640 
16552 
5682 
9612 
12587 
24376 
27 220 
7660 
4 688 
21446 
17548 
15562 
20522 
26240 
10610 
19528 
28 :208 
30112 
6678 
14573 
22. 402 
25249 
29 154 
22~ 402 
18538 
DNF 0 

Day 3 
1 1000 
10842 
2968 
4 933 
3959 
8850 
14794 
15737 
24577 
9847 
5890 
7854 
17676 
20671 
11836 
26498 
18673 
16728 
2997 
23592 
21 627 
13822 
12832 
25540 
19672 
22618 
27307 
6859 
28 104 
3046 
DNF 0 

Day 4 
1: 1000 
4967 
11 ea3 
6961 
8907 
1: 1000 
12856 
16805 
5965 
17759 
9906 
10993 
3999 
27363 
19 719 
15826 
14831 
23582 
20658 
19702 
21639 
13 85 1 
7909 
24467 
22595 
25433 
26371 
DNF 0 
3031 
29315 
28327 

Club Class, Pocklington 
Pilot Total Day 1 Day 2 

1 RHoad 3666 77.72954 55.7 12 81 1 
2 P Masson 3664 69.6 11 850 55.91 1 814 
3 A Darlington 3647 81.4 1 1000 54.8 14 798 
4 G Macdonald 3595 75.83 929 61 .3 8886 
5 B Fox 3499 57.522 705 63.24924 
6 A Jelden 3463 67.5 13834 54.912811 
7 P Sheard 3411 67.3 16 793 65 .6 5 907 
8 J Stephen 3404 67 ,4 14 823 67 .03962 
9 M Cuming 3393 67.2 17783 61.39841 
10 J Wil liams 3367 69.0 10 852 52.4 16 777 
11 C Emson 3192 72 .8 7 891 69.62997 
12 H Rebbeck 3191 75.28881 73. 8 1 1000 
13 o Crosby 3146 70.1 12837 46.720672 
14 R Johnson 2988 62.818764 (90.8) 24 358 
15 J Hitohcock 2907 64.020745 50.2 18700 
16 o Innes 2779 66.6 15794 47.7 19685 
17 K Davies 2725 76.0 5910 (0 .0) 30 0 
18 P Frltche 2705 (54.2) 30 78 60.3 10828 
19 o Rutile 262 1 76.85910 (126.6) 22 449 
20 N Wedi 2563 74.4 9 871 (25. 1) 27 58 
21 J Smith 2524 (0.0) 320 62 .56902 
22 A Nunn 2365 (34.8) 31 38 56.21 6777 
23 P Whitehead 2268 76.249 13 (22.3) 28 49 
24 I Freestone 2174 58.621 711 54.3 15791 
25 T Head 2031 63.919752 (0.0) 30 0 
26 M Armstrong 1995 (240.1) 23 460 (115 .8) 21 504 

A Dell 
M Mee 1855 (120.4) 26 212 (124.4) 23 438 
M Jordy 1841 (77.3) 29 128 (0.0) 30 0 
M Sheahan (78 .3) 27 136 (61.3) 25 244 
M Rebbeok (82.0) 28 135 65 .0 7888 
M Garwood (133.3) 25 247 (54 .4 ) 26 210 
o Slall (2 19.4) 24 373 (180) 29 25 

Day 3 
69.1 10 901 
76. 1 1 1000 
70.07 91 3 
63 .9 18827 
66.8 12878 
65. 114853 
74 .93951 
57.5 22736 
70.0 13874 
68.5 9903 

Day 5 
4923 
2995 
7830 
5882 
3937 
1 1000 
12756 
9810 
16688 
14713 
23606 
10791 
6839 
8827 
15704 
19646 
18662 
26 485 
17679 
11 774 
25497 
13730 
20= 613 
22 612 
20=613 
24559 
28a 386 
DNF 0 
29333 
3075 
27462 

Day 6 
5= 729 
2798 
5= 729 
3767 
7727 
1 799 
10677 
19. 538 
11671 
14648 
21507 
9 706 
4764 
9691 
26382 
13653 
16605 
19~ 538 
25438 
2348 1 
22488 
15627 
18590 
27376 
17591 
24471 
28345 
12666 
30269 
29301 
31 245 

Day 4 
(274. 1, 1 1000 
(274 .1) 1 1000 
(259.8) 9 936 
(263.6) 5 953 
(269 .6) 3 992 
(2636) 4 965 
(226.9) 21 760 
(247.9) 14883 
(260 .7) 13895 
(235.1) 18835 

(245.1 ) 24 422(247.8) 15882 
65.320811 (136.1) 27 499 
72.4 4 926 (206 .7) 23 711 
70.9 4926 (260. 7) 8 940 
71.311 892 (162.0) 25 570 
66.6 16846 (117.8) 30 454 
7128910 (258.0) 11 905 
73.1691 7 (257.5) 15882 
63.5 21 795 (122 .1) 28 467 
67.4 17 839 (237.3) 20 795 
53.1 23674 (262.4) 7 948 
76.02956 (1706) 24 594 
66 .7 15848 (118.6) 29458 
(77.2) 28126 (142.7) 26 546 
(223.0) 26 373(260 .6) 10 906 
(52.3) 29 82 (247 .1 ) 6949 

(236.4) 25 390(241 .7) 19815 

Day 7 
3 964 
1 1000 
5919 
2985 
10848 
14821 
16798 
12923 
15 804 
7897 
6911 
13822 
4922 
9891 
11837 
17714 
28218 
19703 
8882 
20684 
22653 
21 678 
27 274 
26278 
29213 
25283 
18 704 
24309 
23a 415 
DNF 0 
DNF 0 

Day 8 
1 1000 
3990 
4 975 
10814 
20662 
2992 
11808 
12797 
5930 
13758 
6926 
22648 
7 925 
9828 
888 1 
18a 706 
14739 
25617 
19697 
23645 
26483 
27 459 
15734 
17710 
16733 
21 657 
28454 
24634 
29328 
DNF 0 
DNF 0 

Day 9 
2 822 
6751 
5761 
1 836 
7717 
3789 
9684 
4 772 
15=613 
14624 
11 649 
12636 
26204 
8695 
19594 
20546 
18599 
21 532 
15~6 13 

10664 
23507 
13625 
22525 
25225 
17606 
24327 
27174 
b NF 0 
DNF 0 
DNF 0 
DNF 0 

Pilot Overall 
1 Keith Nicol son 1917 
2 Martyn Wells 1875 
3 Brian Marsh 1856 

Andrew Hall 1841 
Peter Coward 1839 

6 Howard Jones 1792 
7 Leigh Wells 1775 
8 Gavin Goudie 1771 
9 Ian Cook 1736 
10 Richard Browne 1721 
11 Rodney Wilter 1716 
12 Ali ster Kay 1709 
13 Sieve Jones 1706 
14 Paul Brice 

Wayne Aspland 1666 
15 Gary Stingen'lore 1621 
16 John Spen cer 1608 
17 Oliver Ward 1606 
18 Leigh Hood 1554 
18 Dennis Campbell 1554 
20 Simon Hou sden 1448 
21 Jack Luxton 1352 
22 David Wall 1347 
23 Roberl Welford 1327 
24 Tony Moulang 1303 
25 Ray Payne 1286 
26 Bob Bromw,a, 1282 
27 Richard Smith 1269 
28 tain Evans 1216 
29 Douglas Gardner 1213 
30 Jerry Langrick 1195 
31 Andrew Reid 1084 
31 Frank Jeynes 1084 
33 Chris Starkey 91 4 
34 Derek Westwood 850 
35 Ron Bridges 822 
36 Geoffrey Payne 131 
Hots Concours 
> 1 John Coults 2017 

Day 1 
103.92917 
104.4 1 923 
10303905 
10095879 
101.94891 
96.9 14826 
100.07867 
100.56873 
96.215818 
97.310831 
97 .4 9834 
97.211= 830 
97.0 13827 

92.919775 
97.424733 
90.5 23 744 
88.4 25 717 
78.632591 
82.4 30 639 
77.134571 

Day 2 
87.8 1 1000 
82.85952 
82.86951 
83.94962 
82.57948 
84.3 2966 

78.4 10908 
77.311898 
79 .4 8 918 

76.613890 
75.716982 

75.4 17= 879 
75.4 17. 879 

76.6 12891 
76.315888 
73.820864 
76.4 	14889 

84.03963 
79.19915 

75.2 19877 
97.2 1h 830(322.3) 25 522 
95.6 17 810 (331.0) 22 537 
95 .2 18804 (322.8) 24 523 
96.01681 5 (302.6) 31 488 
92.220766 (32 1.0) 26520 
91.022751 (327.8) 23 531 
91.921 762 (31 3.6) 29 507 
84.529 666 (338.8) 21 550 
86.927697 (318.4) 27516 
87.926711 (326.0) 32 484 
80.2316 11 (293.5)33473 
78.533 589 (305 .9) 30 495 
63.7 35 398 (318 .6) 27 516 
98.78 850 (1 6.9)350 
85 .228675 (1 02.4) 34147 
(134.9) 36 131 DNF 35 0 

109. 5 >1989 90.7 >1 1028 

Open Class, Aston Down 
Plio 1 Total Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 

1 Peler Harvey 3122 87.1 1 71 4 102.9 1 1000 99.1 2970 63 .6 1 438 
2 Russell Cheetham 2908 67,4 9 595 100.1 2959 101.3 1 1000 (1 41.6) 3354 
3 Chris Rollings 2750 69.96612 94. 17 872 98. 1 4957 (133. 1) 4 309 
4 Peter Sheard 2646 61.28596 92.4 11 847 94.9 8912 (118.5) 8 29 1 
5 Ken Hart ley 2612 77.8 3659 92.1 12843 97. 27944 (1 17.0) 16 166 
6 RObin May 2515 78.22661 96.4 3 906 90.5 10 851 (5 0. 9) 20 97 
7 JOhn Gorringe 2513 51.013500 90.1 16 813 94. 69 90S (118.9 ) 6292 

John Giddins 2481 55.7 11 522 92.6 10950 88.01 2817 (119.7) 6 292 
9 David AJlison 2436 65.910588 88.5 18790 98.33958 (52.0) 18 100 
10 Jed Edyvean 2365 71.75619 94.36875 84 ,7 14 772 (5 1.5) 1999 
11 Bernie Morris 230 1 76.24649 78.6 23 646 80.919719 (1 17.3) 10287 
12 Phil ip Jones 2259 (89.9) 18 174 92.1 12843 97.66949 (119.5) 5 293 
13 Ralph Jones 2199 (102.7) 14206 94.84883 77.623674 61.0 2436 
14 Tim Parker 2154 (84. 1) 23 160 93.5 20763 98.1 5 956 (117.2 ) 14275 
15 Len'lmy Tanner 2150 53.81251 7 75.826605 82.7 17 744 (116.2) 11 284 
16 David Innes 2098 (100 .3) 16 200 89.917810 90.2 13807 (119.0) 12281 
17 Mike Thick 2015 67.4 7 597 90.115814 68.4 25 548 (37.0) 25 56 
18 MikeForeman 1900 (88.8) 19 171 93 .98869 84.3 15 767 (49.6) 22 93 
1 9 ChrisLyliellon 1848 (73.8) 27 135 94.85882 82.3 18 740 (49 .0) 23 91 
20 David Findon 1833 (946) 17186 79 .0 22652 79.921 706 (117.7) 9 289 
21 John Glossop 183 1 (95.0) 26 137 93.7 9 866 84 .2167B6 (39 .1) 24 62 
22 Lucy Withall 1830 (102.7) 14 206 90.5148 19 78.522687 (58.3) 17 118 
23 Richard Kalin 1643 (83.6) 24 159 73.4 27 570 88.1 11819 (51.1) 2195 
24 Jon Arno ld 1610 (84 4) 22 161 79.521 659 65.526509 (117 ,3) 12 281 
25 Simon Adlard 151 3 (85.2) 21 163 77.524629 80 .320 712 (21.0) 26 9 
26 Ken Lloyd lj91 (85.6) 20 164 75.9 25606 73.4 24 617 (19.5 ) 27 4 
27 Paul Sianley 1016 (0.0) 28 0 86.719764 (106.3) 28 72 (81.0)15180 
28 David Gardiner 908 (76.0) 25 140 71.0 28 536 (308.0) 27 232 DNF 



NATIONALS & REGIONALS RESULTS 

15-Metre Nationals, Lasham 
Pilot Total Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 

1 E Johnslon 5079 115.03768 88.33967 101 .81 5550 102.36904 102. 1 1 1000 (173.3) 13457 (164.6) 5 433 
2 P Jones 4933 103.013682 82.0 14908 108.96604 107.22970 94.2 18852 (1693) 21 443 (175.5) 1 474 
3 G McAndrew 4795 109.0 5742 79.321882 106.510586 99.4 9 863 92.414899 (1 73.2) 16456 (148.4) 27 367 
4 R Cheetham 4739 115.02799 82.5 13912 108.19598 104.1 3928 97.93957 (177.2) 7470 (49.2) 36 75 
5 G St ingemore 4682 110.1 4754 83. 112918 99.422525 90.226737 86.821 841 (168.3) 25 440 (173.5)2467 
6 S Jones 4671 109.05 742 88 .52969 108.87603 109.3 1 1000 (474.8) 35 463 (178.1) 4 473 (161.6) 11 421 
6 P Harvey 4671 119.7 1 850 (314.7) 39400 11 5.81 657 104 .1 3928 97.07936 (177.3) 7 470 (163.9) 6 430 
8 R Browne 4542 100.718660 81.01 7898 87.53344 1 101.3 8889 87.020843 (1 54.9) 44 395 (160.3) 12416 
9 P Sheard 4534 100.817661 84.5 11 931 97.924520 97.015831 87.818852 (170 .1) 18446 (130.2) 31293 
to G Smith 4518 101.6 16668 86.36948 79.539380 98.5 10851 89 .11 6 865 (158. 1) 42 406 (156.4) 19 400 
11 MWelis 4464 108.2 8 735 87.84962 84.336416 102.65908 85.223824 (176.6)10468 (78.5) 32151 
12 o Allison 4433 100.319656 91.9 1 1000 111 .72625 97.313835 (474 .8) 35 463 (165.6) 29 431 (162.2) 10423 
13 JWilton 4420 93.830591 73.9 27832 96.526509 97.9 12843 82.827 800 (177. 9) 5 472 (149.8) 25 373 
14 M Slralhern 4418 104.511 697 81.5 15903 109.1 5605 98.4 11 850 94.711904 (174.0) 12459 (19.5) 43 0 
15 M Pike 4348 100. 121646 78.722877 88332447 79.4 46589 97.93957 (1 63.3) 32 423 (158.7) 14409 
16 P David 4319 102.913682 84.9 9934 11103620 89 .328 726 92.8 11 904 (168.8) 23 441 (26.4) 4212 
17 K Nicholson 4280 89.635 549 85.58941 100.917543 89.929724 98.22959 (182.9) 1 489 (49.3) 36 75 
18 J Hallam 4257 106.210714 76.526856 108.58601 82.1 44 626 96.46941 (165.9) 28432 (53.6) 35 87 
19 A Hall 4217 100.220655 79.4 20 884 103.4 13562 97.214833 (469.8) 40 458 (146.5) 46 371 (169.7) 4 454 
20 o Masson 4170 103.2 12684 86.85952 90.235424 86.338684 97A 5952 (165.4) 30 430 (37.7) 39 44 
21 W Aspland 4125 98.224635 (344.3) 30 444 103.214561 91.824760 85.8 22830 (176 .4) 11 467 (163.4) 8 428 
22 G Metcal fe 4070 81 .5 46468 71 .7 28812 110.7 4618 102.07899 (467.9) 41456 (161.0) 37 415 (156.9) 17 402 
23 B Bromwich 4020 99 .1 22644 84.89934 92.4 28 478 92.4 30 723 81.431 784 (1733) 13457 (20.3) 43 0 
24 B Thirkell 3997 (229 .0) 4721 078.1 25871 81.4 38 394 94.117791 93.89913 (169.1) 21443 (1 50A) 24 375 
25 K Hartley 3925 88.4 37 537 (320.0) 35 407 105.5 11 578 89.2 30 723 92.5 13900 (155.1) 44 395 (152.7) 23 385 
26 J Gorringe 3902 94 .229595 (31 8.0) 36 405 98.423524 92.823773 83.525807 (173.2) 16456 (142.3) 30342 
27 A Pozerskis 3874 98.923642 (322.8) 33 412 90.0 30 460 84 .6 41 660 88917863 (163.1) 34422 (160.1) 13415 
28 R Smith 3815 94.428597 80.9 17 898 (1 89.9) 45 215 89 .032722 93.0 10906 (163.7) 31 424 (40.9) 38 53 
29 P Jeffery 3810 88.338536 78.324873 82.737404 88 . f 34709 (459.4) 45 447 (168.4) 25 440 (156.7) 18401 
30 o Byass 3802 92.532578 80.8 19896 96.825512 77.1 47558 80.1 33771 (1 69.6) 20 444 (37.3) 40 43 
31 SEll 3800 108.6 7739 (379.0) 29495 79.040376 93520782 83.826802 (177.5) 6 471 (72. 1) 33 135 
32 R Pentecost 3718 99.825614 (332 .2) 31 426 t01.2 16545 87.036694 82.528796 (98.1)47240 (1 57 .3) 16403 
33 H Jones 3699 106.99722 78.623876 (47.9) 49 36 93.8 18 786 (467 .7) 41456 (163.3 ) 32 423 (1 56.3) 19400 
34 J Langrick 3682 94.627599 8 1.016899 86.734434 89.527728 (474.9) 35 463 (177.3) 7 470 (54.4) 34 89 
35 I Evans 3666 84 .3 44496 (280.1) 41 348 99.221 530 81 .5 45618 85223824 (163.1) 34 422 (163.3) 8428 
36 o Booth 3588 98.826601 (322.3) 34 411 100.818 542 70.7 48470 81.032781 (161 .1) 36 416 (148A) 27 367 
37 B Morris 3544 85 .342506 (3 t6. 1) 37 402 105.511578 82A 42 631 81.930790 (86.0) 48 207 (163.9) 6 430 
38 K Tippie 3541 85.743 505 (256.9) 44 314 77.941367 93.7 19785 79.934 769 (159.7) 39 411 (154.0) 22 390 
39 R Knight 3537 87.740530 (1 89.4) 47 22799.61 9533 96.616826 95.88935 (182.2) 2 486 ONF 43 0 
40 P Brice 3515 (426) 49 37 85.67942 9 1.4 2947 1 86.4 37 686 (447.0) 46 435 (180.5) 3 481 (172.5) 3 463 
41 F Davies 3468 91.733570 (315.9) 38 401 99.320531 82.1 43627 90.715882 (173.3) 13457 ONF 43 0 
42 P Naegli 3467 101.7 15670 (331.3) 32 424 76.342355 88.1 34709 (466.4) 44 455 (170 .0) 19445 (1 58.6) 14 409 
43 P Fritche 3071 92.73 1 580 (2982) 45 235 84 .64431 7 84.740662 (475A) 35 463 (168.7 ) 23 441 (1 49.9) 25 373 
44 E Smallbone 3040 91.7 33 570 (279 .8) 41 348 96.4 26 509 90.525742 (468.1)41456 (161 .0 )37415 (0.0) 430 
45 G Payne 2867 (204 .9) 48198 (1 93.4) 46 232 95.631455 93.321 780 82.229793 (1592) 40 409 (19.6) 43 0 

1 46 	 C Lyttelton 2812 94.041 527 (57.9) 49 52 (178.2) 47 19893.222779 (475.2) 35463 (1685) 25 440 (144.9) 29 353 
J Bell 2792 87 .939532 (285.2) 40 356 (176.6) 4819688.7 33716 (224.4) 48187 (158.0) 43 405 (156A ) 19400 

1 4748 N How·es 2533 89.1 36544 (271.5) 43 335 73.243332 84.839 663 (261.5) 47 222 (158.4) 41407 (32.8 ) 4130 
49 R Payne 874 82.1 45 474 (157.9) 48186 (189.3) 46 214 ONF 49 0 ONF 49 0 ONF 49 0 DNF 43 0 
50 E Downham 0 (00) 50 0 ONF 50 0 DNF 50 0 ONF 49 0 ONF 49 0 ONF 49 0 DNF 43 0 

Standards, Dunstable 
Pilot Day l /Total 
M Young 1000 
L Wells 993 
P Sheard 991 
MWelis 974 
P Coward 949 

6 P Shellon 947 
7 A Clarke 943 
8 K Barker 929 
9 R Cheetham 925 
10 S Scoll 922 
11 T Thirkell 910 
12 P Payne 899 
13 H Hood 899 
14 o Davis 892 
15 R Redman 884 
16 GSmith 878 
17 M Durham 876 
18 M Jordy 862 
19 G Melcalfe 827 
20 J Langrick 820 
21 J Glossop 818 
22 K Nicholson 807 
23 J Spencer 767 
24 B Fox 763 
25 P Crabb 753 
26 B Morris 752 
27 B Marsh 737 
28 o Hilton 681 
29 S Hartand 669 
30 J Edyvean 667 
3 1 R Johnson 661 
32 K Payne 649 
33 P Harve y 645 
34 J Hallam 635 
35 L Wilhall 622 
36 NWeir 464 
37 NWall 453 
38 A Tribe 451 
39 J Rebbeck 448 
40 o Byass 440 
41 o Altison 440 
42 SEll 419 
43 R Browne 418 
44 P Brice 409 
45 W Kay 398 
46 J Tanner 389 
47 C Alld is 386 
48 R Johnson 371 
49 R Hart 261 
50 H Rebbeck 157 
51 S Crabb 0 

Booker Regionals 
A Class Pilot Total B Class Pilot Total 
1 o Campbell 2538 1 A Nunn 2482 

B Morris/J Warren 2523 2 B Forresl 2262 

Ii 
A Jelden 
S Jones 
J McCosim 
A Perley 

2460 
2263 
2097 
2076 

M Forsler/J Turner 
o Heath 
B SindenlJ Moore 
A Birbeclv'O Byass 

2237 
1980 
1819 
1749 

7 o Caunt 2050 A Smith 1432 
8 J White 1787 D Lamb 942 
9 G Lyons/G Ivey 1631 N Collins 827 
10 M HardWick 1487 10 A Lay tee 796 
11 W Parker 1321 11 o Siaff 765 
12 o Cooper 1177 12 R Siorey 634 

'3 M Mee/P SheardiB Cooper 0 13 R Smith 410 

1 
14 C Kidd 14 R Bickef10n 0 

Mountain Soaring, Deeside 
Pilot Total 
R Wilson 2755 
J Slephen 2038 
P Gray 1989 

4 M Jerman 1910 
5 R Arkle 1294 
6 P Roberts 1232 
7 o Feal<eslT Satchell 759 
8 S SI Pierre 721 
9 B BollomlO Mart in 718 
10 J Davidson. R Holt. R CUllS 623 

L Ferguson-Oailing 
11 C Dewhurst 482 
12 A Eddie.M WhymenliC Peters 476 

o MackayI 13 	 303 

Aerobatic Nationals ! 
Sportsman Pilot Overall % 
1 Malcolm Hodgson 72.110 
2 Paul Crump 71 .495 
3 Pat Farrelly 62.655 
4 DaVid Ockleton 62.525 
5 Nikki Mills 52.993 
6 Slephen Lewis 52 .073 

Intermediate 
1 Graham Saw 77.563 
2 John Gilbert 75.978 
3 Andrew Cunningham 73.624 
4 Glyn Yeates 70.591 

Unlimited 
1 Guy Westgate 71.237 
2 Ian Tunstall 69.361 
3 Jamie Allen 64.497 

Paul Conran 62.255 
Mike Woollard 6.787~ 

EASTERN REGIONALS 

Norfolk Gliding Club 


Tibenham Airfield 

26 May - 3 June 2001 


Details and entry form from Bonnie Wade 

Td: 01508 531406 or e-mail bonnie.wade@btinternet.com 
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THE RACING YEAR: REGIONALS 


Exciting ,racing in the mountains 

THE UK Mountain Soaring Championships, 
at Deeside GC in the Grampians and 
Ca irngorms, exp lo its the specia l soaring 
offered by mountainous terrain, The rules 
generall y mirror regiona ls but, w hile the 
primary aim is to test competitive cross ­
country fl y ing in, some tasks allocate a 
percentage at points to height gain, Cross­
countri es usuall y require carefu l analysis 
of time spent ga ining height (converted to 
distance or speed), but this G1I1 force pi lots 
to consider the height element, balancing 
the strategic merits of wave or thermals, 
Day 1 Non-contest day; no-one got past Y 
Day 2 (dist/spci: Tarfside-Rynie-Insh 
111 km), Marginal thermals, weak wave, 
Mark Jerm an came first. Most pilots landed 
ou t. 
Day 3 (d istlspd: Linn of Dee-Rhynie 
-Ba llaterl47km ), A difficult therma l day 
w ith rapid over-convection and rai n, Dickie 
Feakes was the so le fini sher. Richard Arkle 
rounded two TPs only to find his barograph 
had failed, Seven of us landed at Braemar. 
Day 4 (POST+50'1" height: 5 TPs, Huntly to 
Pitlochry.l An excellent wave day (cl imbs to 
20,OOOft) but it went unstable leaving a few 
unfortunates struggling in thermals or rotor 

C's of A, REPAIRS AND GLASSWORK 

Purpose built glider workshop on a 500yd grass strip 
2 nautical miles SW of Warminster 

Currently maintaining over 15 motorgliders 
Please fly in, call or wri te to: 


Tlm Dews, Airborne Composites, Tlte Hangar, Wing Farm, Longbridge, Deverill, 

Warminster, Wilts BA12 700. 


Tel: 01985 840981 (workshop) or 01985 841125 (home) 

Fax: 01985 841126 • Mobile: 03789632n • E·Mail : TlmolhyDewS@msn.com 


www.airbornecomposites.co.uk 


while the boys on top cruised round, Heavy 
cloud made Pitlochry particularly challenging, 
Roy Wil son won (371 km and 17,500ft max hl), 
Day 5 (d ist/spd+25°A,ht, Tomintoul-Braemar 
- Huntly 163 km). Another good wave day 
(c limbs to 18,OOOft) aga in complicated by 
instability and cloud. Roy won aga in, 
add ing that he didn't see a TP all day! 
Day 6 (d istlspd +25%ht, Pitlochry-Huntly­
Spittal uf Glenshee, 295km), Yet Jnother 
good wave day (cl imbs to 16,500ft), but it 
went unstab le ea rl y, leaving a few pilots 
st randed in thermals, Heavy c loud from 
Braemar to Pitlochry tested the pack, Jack 
Stephen, Richard Arkle and Roy Wil son 
ventured over c loud to claim the honours 
with Jack, in determined mood, wi nning. 

The Scotti sh mountains were at their 
most stun ning, offering a combination of 
th erma l and wave probably unsurpassed in 
the UK, An exc iting, testing competiti on 
where most cross-coun try kil ometres were 
flown above cloud, over the mou ntains, 
sometimes hard against the rocky crags ... 
but w ith scant interference from airspace. 
Roy Wilson & Richard Arkle ~ 

71Jdnk, to: ,vlarsh Insurance, Royal Lochnagar Distillcry. 
Loch Kinard HOlel, W.,lkers ShortiJr('a(1 

Gransden Regionals 
SUMMER graced us with her presence just 
in time for a success ful seven-day comp: 60 
pilots faced a demand ing but friendly battle 
in two c lasses, w ith Peter & Richard Baker 
directing/task-setting. Overall , the Sport 
Class were taskedl H2 2km (plus Assigned 
Area Task), the Club Class, 1464km (+AAT). 

Day 2 ended w ith thunderstorms and the 
arri va l of I'lat iona ls pil ots from Lasham. The 
severe wea ther caused more exc itement for 
our pilots: aerotow retri eves had to be 
aborted and one combination had to stay 
overnight at Enstone, These pil ots were 
also frustrated by ea rl y morning mist but 
managed to return just in time for briefing, 

Day J sent the competitors east; some 
found an advantage in the sea breeze front. 
Loca l pilots ca me into their own during 
these interesting, unpredi ctab le conditions, 
Graham Drury winning Club Class and 
Richard Maskell Sport. An AAT on Thursday 
kept everyone on thei r toes and caught a 
few people out. Basil FairstOIl (C lub) did 
207,2km and Pau l Shelton (Sport) 195.7km, 

After a well-earned couple of days ' rest, 
the competition cu lminated in a rac ing day 
to the eas t fo r the Club Class, but many of 
the Sport Class were downed by showers. 

The contest (illll results on p49) will be 
remembered for its fun, food and beer, and 
for the way the organisers facilitated a week 
of challenging, varied flyin g - making the 
most of the condi tions in w hat has at times 
seemed a frustrating year, wea ther-w ise, \. . 
Sarah Drury ~ 

',. 
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THE RACING YEAR: RATINGS 


The UK's top pilots 

SG Jones 43 BT Spreckley 85 RJ Welford t27 RB Willer 169 RJ Smith 211 RJ Harl 

RA Cheetham 44 JB GiddlO s 86 o Masson 128 T Miln er 170 MC Foreman 212 A Smilh 

TJ Wills 45 MJ Jordy 87 DP Francis 129 Clark 171 PS Kurstjens 213 AR Hulchings 

4 OS Watt 46 AG Hall 88 PW Armslrong 130 R Smllh 172 S Churchill 214 K Houlihan 

5 PG Sheard 47 M Strat hern 89 LM Rebbeck 131 Rose Johnson 173 KW Payne 2 t 5 Birch 

6 MD Wells 48 MW Durham 90 JD Spencer 132 DA BOOlh 174 o Heslop 216 AJ Garrily 

7 EW Johnston 49 Ml Pike 91 LS Hood 133 Smilh 175 FG Bradney 217 R Pentecost 

8 AE Kay 50 J Stephen 92 JG Allen 134 GW Craig 176 W Kay 218 A Wal lord 

LM Wells 51 P Jellery 93 R Johnson 135 GD Morris 177 Young 219 RC Sharman 

10 TJ Scott 52 N Hackett 94 CC Lyttelton 136 JG Arnold 178 PA King 220 TW Slater 

11 PJ Harvey 53 P Davis 95 MG Throssell 137 L Withall 179 G Drury 221 Whiting 

12 MJ Young 54 HA Rebbeck 96 P Stanley 138 DS Innes 180 A Baker 222 A Clark 

13 PG Crabb 55 JR Edyvean 97 IR Cook 139 PE Rice 181 CJ Short 223 R Kalin 

14 RHoad 56 GC Metcalle 98 W Aspland 140 C Pelers 182 K Davis 224 MP Mee 

15 PJ Coward 57 JM Hood 99 T Stuart 141 FJ Davies 183 PJ Stratten 225 RA King 

16 PR Jones 58 MF Cuming 100 AC Wells 142 PM , Kirschner 184 A Perkins 226 DD Copeland 

17 GE McAndrew 59 H Jones 101 TM Mitchell 143 NV Parry 185 CJ Alldis 227 P O'Donald 

18 PM Shelton 60 J Langrick 102 AJ Stone 144 WJ Murray 186 AP Hatton 228 PF Whitehead 

19 AJ Davis 61 SJ Harland 103 GM Spreckley 145 DHillon 187 PE Baker 229 AD Tribe 

20 PJ Masson 62 RH Blackmore 104 IP Freestone 146 G Corbett 188 P Brown 230 G Hibberd 

21 AJ Clarke 63 BC Morris 105 M Judkins 147 RW Allcoal 189 BL Cooper 23 1 R Robenson 

22 G Slingemore 64 PA SlaHord-AUen 106 P Rackham 148 JT Hilchcock 190 K Tipple 232 D Piggott 

23 KD Barker 65 CG Starkey 107 GF Wearing 149 MJ Wilson 191 E Downham 233 C Smithers 

24 CC Rollings 66 1M Evans 108 R Mai sonpierre 150 AP Moulang 192 DH Gardner 234 D LeRoux 

25 AA Darlington 67 JA Hallam 109 M Critchlow 151 N Wedi 193 OM Byass 235 WJ Palmer 

26 SJ Crabb 68 OM Ward 110 TJ Parker 152 M New/and-Smith 194 NH Wall 236 AJ French 

27 RA Browne 69 B Flewet 111 Meyer 153 BA Birlison 195 J Johnston 237 F Jeynes 

28 GN Smith 70 G Goudie 112 PF Brice 154 R Tietema 196 TJ Brenton 238 P ShutUewonh 

29 R Thirkell 71 Will iams 113 o Westwood 155 M Forsler 197 PC Fritche 239 MR Parker 

30 G MacDonald 72 BA Fairslon 114 BR Forrest 156 MG Thick 198 o Heath 240 R Sinden 

31 KJ Hartley 73 JDJ Glossop 115 CJ Mcinnes 157 A MacGregor 199 HE Cheetham 24 I JA McCoshim 

32 K Nicolson 74 GG Dale 116 o Crosby 158 A Pozerskis 200 T Wright 242 SM Wells 

33 RD Payne 75 ER Smith 117 RC Bromwich 159 GN Thomas 201 o Hughes 243 Bell 

34 RC May 76 ND Tillett 118 J Luxton 160 A Head 202 o Rutile 244 P Naegeli 

35 RL Fox 77 JH Pennant 119 DE Findon 161 MR Fox 203 CVJ Heames 245 SR Na sh 

36 OW Allison 78 AV Nunn 120 SR Housden 162 P Healy 204 TR Gaunt 246 DR Wardrop 

37 BC Marsh 79 DR Campbell 121 R Maskell 163 D LeRoux 205 SR Ell 24 7 Smith 

38 JP Gorringe 80 DC Chappell 122 o Williams 164 A Mountain 206 A Eckton 248 PM Wells 

39 A Jelden 81 OJ Walters 123 AF Watson 165 MJ Birch 207 S Welsh 249 CJ Bryning 

40 SJ Redman 82 JA Tanner 124 lE Tanner 166 MF Brook 208 PL Hurd 250 G Rooke 

41 IN Wilton 83 CR Emson 125 WT Craig 167 M Bird 209 ER Garner BGA Ra /ings Lis/ 2000 

42 IN Rebbeck 84 R Jones 126 o Draper 168 N Weir 210 R Large compiled by Henry Rebbeck 

and the calendar of contests where you could join them in 2001 
Club Class Worlds Gawler, Australia Jan 15-Jan 26 18 Metre Nationals Tibenham Jul 14-Jul 22 Standard Class Nationals Nympsfleld Aug I I-Aug 19 ' " 
Overseas Championships Spain May 14- May 25 Enterprise Nonh Hill Jul 21 - 28 Regionals Dunstable /0 be confirmed 

Regionals Tibenham May 26-Jun 3 Open Class Nationals Lasham Jut 28-Aug 5 Regionals Gransden Lodge Aug 18-Aug 26 

Glider Aerobatic Nationals Saltby May 3t-Jun 3 Regionals Lasham Jul28-Aug 5 Two-sealer Comp Pocklington Aug 19-Aug 26 

Club Class Nationals Hus Bas Jun 16-Jun 24 Inter Services Regionals Bicester Jul 28- Aug 5 Junior Champ;onships Aston Down Aug 25-Sep 2 

18 Metre World Champs lillO, Spain Jun 18-Jul t Regionals Sullon Bank Jul 28- Aug 5 Mountain Soaring Champs Deeside Sep 2-Sep 8 

World Class Worlds Li llo, Spain fo be confirmed Women's Worlds Lithuania Jul 27- Aug 12 Worlds Ma/ikeng, S Africa Dec 18-Dec 31 

15 Metre Nationals Booker Jun 30 - Jul 8 World Junior Champs lssoudun, France Aug 5-Aug 19 Flnal d <ldllna for r tumlr"og iJK Nationals emry lanns Jail 3 
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Sport Class 

1 

9 
10 

II 

12 
13 

16 
17 

18 

Inter-Services, Bicester 
Pilot 
J PennanUOlhers 

T Milchell!Olher 
R Smith/C Lawson 

T Head 
PO Brown 
A & G Clark 

CJ Bryning/EK Slephenson 

CD Slevens 
ALFarr 
RS WalKer 

JVBradbury 
JM Sialey 

M Clegg 
PJWaugh 

WK Siroud 
P Klngwill 
AA Jenkins 

P Fox 
Pitot 

P Siallard Allen 
o Chappell 
JGAlien 
M C(i!chlow 

S Housden 

JGArnoid 
DP Frflncis 

SA Birl ison 
P Sitaiten 

J Hallam 

AJGarrity 

C HeamesIVarious 
M Plke!Olher 
ML Garrard 

OW Smilh 
P McLean 

C Gilbert 
DR Ley 

A Elliott 
A Clarke 

A McNamara 
CJMclnnes 
RA Cole 

I MounlarnlA Walson 
PM Kirschner 
P Armslrong/R We sian 
N Aram 

OA Bullock 
J Duncan 

PO Siurley 

L Homsey 

M Rogers 
AJCooke 

G Rooke 

2321 

20 R Brecknock 1353 

Midland Regionals, Husbands Bosworth 

10 

11 
12 

13 
14 
15 

16 
17 

Pilot 

N Hackett 
B Marsh 

R Blackmore/C Simpson 
Wilton 

N Tillett 

FI Johnson 

Freestone 
0 Weslwood 
P Shellon 
0 BOOlh 

G Corbett 
R Tielema 
T Mounlain 

K Payne 
A Hatton 

H & R Chealham 
K Houlihan 
J Whiling 

G Hibberd 
Langrick 

P & SWells 
M Jerman 

S Ell 
B Fairslon 
Z Marzynskl 

M Hughes 
M Coslin 

F Davies 
MAlian 

S Balernan 
o Draper 

M Tomlinson 
J Pack 

L Sparrow 
A Emck 
R Bridges 

K Draper 
N Gough 

Bevan 
M Miles/R Griffin 

B Ramseyer 
L Gerrard 
M Kirschner 

S Brooker 
P Tiller 

B Mcdonnell 

May 
M Edmonds 
C Davison 

C Buzzard 
Forster Lewis 

19 A Laylee 

20 M BrOokes 

21 A Emck 

22 J Hitchcock 

23 B Pndal 

Pilot 

0 Findon 

A Moulang 

J YounglB Morris 
Cook 

F Jaynes 

R Witter 

C Morris 

R JonesiG Seaman 
M Costin 

10 J Wand 
11 A Reid 
12 A BroadbridgeiT Caswell 
13 M Pope 
14 S Edwards 
15 M Day 
16 W Inglis 
17 o BricknelliW Kirton 
18 

Dunstable Reglonals Blue Class Pilot Points Lasham Regionals 
Green Class Pilot Points 1 N Tillett 6311 A Class Pilot Points 
1 RebbeckiRebbeck 5774 2 T Stuart 6298 C Starkey 4844 
2 P Rackham 5533 B Craig 5831 R Jones 4557 
3 G Craig 5250 4 MNewland·Smilh 5568 M Judkins 4545 
4 M Birch 5104 5 KaylColes 5477 4 o Williams 4540 
5 o Hughes 4753 6 Hurd/Gatfield 5104 5 WJ Murray 4367 
6 R Roberlson 4601 A French 5043 6 PT Healy 4314 

A Brown 4496 8 M Jerman 4949 A Baker 4202 
8 R Rebbeck 3426 9 B King 4940 8 T Parker 4192 
9 P Hicks 3244 10 S Lynn 4927 9 0 Copeland 4148 
10 M Davis 3212 11 R Brimlield 4836 10 C Short 4068 
11 A RcchlHcdgkinson 3188 12 J Reed 4757 11 CCWatt 3945 
12 3724o Miller 2904 13 R Davidson 4554 12 MJ Wells 
13 Pasklns/Colbeck 2766 14 o lingalelter 4430 13 J Acourt 3545 
14 Jeffries/Other 2694 15 I Reekie 4404 14 J Wright 3462 
15 Harrison/Hodge 2427 15 L Russe!1 4074 15 P Paterson 3432 
t6 M Fairman 2389 17 Thomas/Olher 3156 t6 PR Hamblin 3429 
17 C Sorace 368 18 J Luxlon 2483 17 PJ Klle!S Larki n 3322 

19 A MacKi llen 2085 18 R Bottomley 3302 
3237 

3130 
2881 
2673 

2355 



24 J Simmonds 2350 Gransden Regionals Sport Class Pilot Points 
25 ,18 Hooiahan 2288 Club Class Pilot Points 1 B Marsh 5814 
26 DJ Scholey!TM Lipscombe 2197 B Falrston 5923 2 P Shelton 5624 
27 GS BirdiN Worrell 2018 T BarneslD Francis 5630 P Armstrong 5381 
B Class Pilot Points R Malsonpierre 5620 S Redman 5057 
1 ER Smith 4308 A Watson 5616 R Maskeli 4856 
2 A Nun n 4298 N Parry 5596 6 PRice 4772 

D Draper 401 6 G Thomas 5505 A MacGregor 4647 
OS Innes 3816 G & S Drury 5500 8 o Heslop 4439 
G Bradney 3805 T Wright 5308 9 JAJohnslon 4307 

6 A Eckton 3676 A Wallord 5240 10 JL Birch 4220 
7 W Palmer 3668 K Payne 5214 11 C Smithers 4177 
8 M Carnet 3574 P O'Donald 5151 12 S & J Nash 4086 
9 J Pack 3168 M Evershed/A Weatherhead 5081 13 R Bridges 3969 
10 K Draper 3014 R Croker 5068 14 J Gilberl 3901 
I I M Sheahan 2986 Popika 4976 15 C Davey 3795 
12 S Cheshire 2942 A Clark 4801 16 AJLimb 3764 
13 EW Healy 2875 M Brook 4679 17 KH Wal10nlG Tucker 3758 
14 J Smithers 2677 I Forster- Lewis 4607 18 JTBirch 3593 
15 M Edmonds 2612 JGWrighi 4364 19 M Benson 3532 
16 o Piggott 2595 M Mee 4228 20 A World 3450 
17 A Hall 2578 G Bass 4 126 21 MD Allan 3138 
18 M Evans/N Riggol 2002 S Armstrong 3920 22 T Moyes 2954 
19 B Vaughan 1255 M Hughes 3568 23 K Hook 2763 
20 C HunUR Westlake 1084 L & J Martinda!e 3443 24 JPDavies 2681 

DLJones/RN Turner 2941 25 MD WhitelS Wilson 2667 
D Coker 28 17 26 J Ferguson 

McNamee 2783 27 E Wrighl 
A Parish 2479 28 P Kaye 
o Eyles 2310 29 Bayford/SA FOSler 

Gutsel! A Blrkbeck 

Pilot 
I Evans 

Eastern Regionals, Tlbenham R T Welford 
White Class Pilot J A Stephen 
1 0 Ward T Milner 

Rolex Western Regionals, Nympsfield 2 M Throssell R Allcoat t875 
Pilot Points J Luxton M Thick 1843 
L Wells 3504 M Wilson 1036 7 P Baker 1842 
J Hood 3503 o Westwood 999 8 M Fox 1832 
B Flewett 3392 R Large 995 R Kalin t757 

4 Tanner/G Goudie 3358 7 P ShuttlelVDnh 975 10 o Williams 1747 
5 P Stanley 3331 8 N GoughlA Garrity 954 11 N Heriz-Smitll 1740 

M Strathern 3296 R Maisonpierre 906 12 A Thornhill t677 
T Stuart 3236 10 A Watson 722 13 R Brlsbourne 1589 
G D Morris 3228 11 D Coker 718 14 M Armstrong 1575 
A J DavisiR Payne 3217 12 Hoskins 659 15 K Hook 1523 
D Le Raux 3141 13 P Candler 630 16 P O'Donald 14~3 

PA Klllg 3011 14 K Morgan 527 17 R J Fack 1429 
N HWall 2971 15 R Johnsonl P Sianley 463 18 R Bromwich t 3t9 
A Smith 2954 16 T Whiting 356 19 C J Hamilton 1302 
M Mee M Miles 203 20 SSt Pierre 1250 
A Wells G Thomas 25 21 D Sharp 1125 
I DSmith D Heath o 22 S Horsefield 1058 
J Meyer Pilot Points 23 D Haugilion 1040 
S.I Ferguson J Wilton 1879 24 J Davidson 877 
A Francis L Hood 1752 25 S Ziegler 655 
S Bateman C Mcinnes 1728 26 A Sileidon 186 
M Dawson,S Dawson M KirSchner 1625 Sport Clas. Pilot Points 
A Price D Wllhams 1598 1 R Fox 2480 
W Inglis o Gardner 1530 2 G Wearing 2248 
M Parker T Sialer 1455 3 J Smith 2120 
R J Rebbeck b Masson 1226 4 M Brook 2052 
R Andrewartha P Stafford-Allen 1153 5 D RUllle 1983 
G Macfadyen 10 R GaunVJ Welsh 1122 6 D Piggoll 1919 
E A Coles R Harl 10~7 7 B Stall 1864 
A Parker 12 InglislC Simpson 1046 8 A McWhi'ter 1540 
R Tillett 13 Evans 967 9 AWaiford 1392 
J Moore A Hill 816 10 S Crozier 1295 
S NashlJNash N Clowes 798 11 P Penrose 1204 
P Whitehouse M Jerman 773 12 G Beardsley 1103 
S FOSler J LangberglMBenson 765 13 J Hall lOBI 
R H Moss SAyres 753 14 M Fairman 820 
S R Jarvis S Nash!J Nash 605 15 B Griffin 713 
J Hayward 16 C W Stevens 700 

17 J P Keletaar 618 
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Oxfordshire Sportflylng Club 
The Premier 

Motor-gliding School 

* Ab Initio training 
* Trial lessons 
* Lessons from £55 

par !'tour 
* RfT ExammaIJon Centre 

For details call on 01608 677208 
Open seven days 8 week 

or Freephone 08000561371 
www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 

..«awn eaut­
You'lI fi nd all you want to Know 

about repairs and maintenance at 

WWW.SVSp.co.uk 
Workshop phone or fax 01452741463 
Home 01453 544107 Mobile 0860 542028 
Passage Road. Arlingham. Glos GL2 7JR 

Email: martin@s¥sp.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 



UNIVERSITY GLIDING 


Looking to the future 

Hemraj Nithianandarajah is this 
year's captain of the the UK's 
oldest university gliding club 

IMPERIAL College GC (icGe), celebrating 
its 70th ye,lr in 2000, WilS one oi the BGA's 
seven founder members. Based ilt Lilshilm, 
it prides itseli on foreign expeditions (Spilin 
next summer) and the quality of its fleet. 

Among the 67 guests ill our anniversary 
dinner, held in October, were Frank Irving, 
immediate pilSt pres ident; Ann Welch; and 
the college'S Pro-Rector, Peter Bearman. 
President Aiandi Darlington presented 
Frilnk Irving with a token of apprec iation 
ior hi s many yeilrs' dedica ti on to the club. 

We are so fortun ate as to receiw a large 
annual budget from Imperial Co llege Union 
(ICU). They also heavil y subs idise the 

The first year of Imperial College GC 
February 1930: Imperial College GC"s first 
general meeting. April: Suggested budget 
item: construction of advanced sailplane, £6. 
July: Instructions & Regulations printed for 
summer camp, near Shaftesbury: "Members 
are reminded that gliding is a sport requiring. 
extreme fitness of mind and body... smoking 
and drinking should be cut to a minimum." 

buying of expensive eqUipment (keepi ng 
everyone in the Union sweet usually 
achieves this ). During meetings we also 
appear org<lIlised: this means the Union is 
happier about lettin g us spend vast 
qU~lIltiti es of thei r money on hav ing a good 
time in the ai r ... ICU also gives us a tour 
budget at the end oj each term. Usually, 
week-long courses for 10-12 students are 
organised at Lasham . We share our free 
bunkhouse, "the flops," with a few furry 
friends l Traditionally, th e weather turns out 
pants and so lots oi drinking take place. 
We try to usc as much of our budget as 
possible so the Union is less likely to cu t it 
nex t time around. 

Th e club has a Grab G-1 03 (496) two­
eater trainer, a recently-acq uired Discus B 

(296) and an ASW 24 (96) . A committee of 

November: College Union grants £75 for 
purchase of a Primary. December : RFD 
Primary arrives. January 1931 : Primary is 
first flown , at Wembley. February: Primary 
crashed at Lyon Farm , Preston, and repaired 
for £15-0-0. Activity here stopped by owner, 
who ctisapproves of flying on Sunday. 
March 1931: the club achieves its first four A 
certificates at 8absdean. The rest is history.. 

ICGC ·s Diana Smith sees a cu·filled fuWre for uni gliding 

current students runs icGe. It inc lucles : a 
captain; vice-captain; treasurer: secretary; 
eq uipment officer Jnd publicity officer. We 
are advi sed by ,1 committee of ex-students, 
experienced in running the club. 

The ieGC is open to all Imperial students 
and staff as viell as ex-students (with 
leu life membership). We have r Jistered 
interest from more th an 220 freshers this 
year, and just after term sta rted already had 
about 25 members, hillf the number we 
need t·o release all our budget. 

For details about joining please visit: 
www.su.ic.ac.uklgliding or contact me 
(see listing below for details). 

How Reading's new club took off 

university and it wasn't long before we had 

was for me since it was the only one with a 
I HAD DECIDED that Reading University 

rounded up plenty oj students. M ea nwhil e, 
meteorology degree, but I was pretty gutted I contacted Lasharn Gliding Society to see if 
th at it didn 't have a gliding club. they would be interested in hosting us. 


Th e first year I toyed with the idea of 
 Which they w ere. John Gilbert (Lasham's 
starting one, but was slightly reluct,lnt. Ivly mililager) even gave il n introductory talk 
course was pretty chal lenging, and I was about gl iding, which created more interest. 
worri ed it would take J lot of time and We formed a committee: with Gareth as 
effort to set up a club. president Jnd me (ieti) as vice-president. 

However, the next yea r, Chris Lemin Reading University Gliding Soc iety 
(a fri end of mine who is a solo pilot from (RUGS) is now up ilnd runni ng We go to 
Nympsfielcl) arrived at Reading to do Lasham most weekends and th r ar 
Chemistry <md she was keen to get normally enough folk with cars to get 
involver!. Then we m ,t Gareth Berry who everyone there. raham M cAndrew has 
had also decided to set up a club since he ensured we get our own instructors ilnd 
could no longer aiforcl to keep up his PPL gliders whenever we go. vVe took a Di scus 
and fancied a bil of real flying! So together to our Freshers Fa ir and attracted lots more 
we got the plan into action. interest from this year's intJke. We have 40 

First we spoke to the students' union fully paid-up members, although only half 
which was happy to support us financially of those turn up regula'-/y, and we Jre 
if we could get 30 interested people to pay expecting a lot more to jOin. It hJS been a 
them n each. So Gareth went on a very rewarding experience - and not hard 
mission to plaster posters allover th e work as I had expected! Anna Wells 

University/site flown from Name Contact Nottingham Uni (Syerslon) Sarah Favell acyssaf@nollingham.ac.ukIOl159 420617 
Aberdeen Unl (Aboyne) Mike Whymenl gliding@abdn.ac,ukI07974 407430 Oxford Uni (Sicester) Sunay Shah sunay@robo/s.ox.ac.ukl07703 459465 
Bristol Uni (Nympslield) James Wilson aw9060@bris/ol.acul< Reading Uni (Lasham) Anna Wells swu97aCW@reading,ac.uk 
Cambridge Uni (Gransden) Will Harris waih2@cam.ac.uk Southampton Unl (Lee on Solent ) Jon Taylor giJdmg@solon.ac.ukl07773 869936 
Edinburgh Um (Portmoak) Andrew Sales gliding.club@ed,acuki07799 890776 UWE SU (ASian Down) Simon Tizzard gliding@uweac.ukf07968 827205 
Uni 01 Essex (Wallis ham) Karl Wilson gliding@essex.ac.ukl07909 525374 York Uni (R tJ lforth) Mike Cohler mdc/@york.ac.uk(dormanl - try 10 re·slart ,t l) 
Uni of Exeter (Norlh HilI) Andy Fairweather AFai,wealher@exe/er, ac ukf0 7957 665612 StudenlS Irom Bath Universily fly al The Park: lrom Birmingham Umversily al Seighford: and 
Imperial College GC (LaS',arn) Hemraj hemraj@giJderpilol.nel Irom Leeds Un,versily al Dishlorth, Please let SSG know 01 contacts lor alher clubs - any news of 
Loughboraugh Uni (Hus Sos) Ed Gamer CEGarner·99@sludenUboro,ac,uk those once running at Brad1ord, Durham, East Anglia, Kent, Liverpool, Manchester or Surrey? 
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U 
news 


Andreas (Isle of Man) 
TH IS summer, 16-yeat-o \d CJ.rC'th Cldydon heC tl!11e our 
fir 1p0rsOn to go so lo from !lev ' f h.wing II0wI1 until he 

drrive.d on th( ~ airfield two yea r... :1£,0 . Congr.ltu li'ltions 10 

him . \<\it: managed 10 gt 'nCfdtt' ~()f11P useful publ ici tr ill 
111<"' loe,,1 1'''-'5> and one rcrorter is keen 10 do .1 fUdlure 
~lflicl(.' on Ihe ciuiJ. AI .1 re'C('nl ECt,,! 11)(' Imming of II", 

club into .1 Cufl)Pdn~/, l imited by gUdfdlltee, was 

approved and Ih is is in I.>rogreSS. '-,lunches are "houl 
Ihe! sanw as IdSI ye.1r but fl ighl l im('s, re up, in spite' 01 
Ihe w(,ather. 

Brian Goodspeed 

Aquila (Hinton in the Hedges) 

ONE W[[K in July gave , ('\,«fal 30U5 ,md a w uple lJi 

"almost" ')005 . But il \\IdS 1(11(' AlJgust ht-'i()fC we ~lgdj f1 

gal more Ihan Ih" odd good ct,lY. Midldcl I'<"' i<.a n 
wil hdrt~w irolll the Juniors to do our YOllngC\SI"eVCr 
Diaillond go.]1 ..11 Ihe (lge oi 17. DJvC' L ~1 limer manJgcd 

One Ihe Silmc (by. and d wc'ek later Tim W h"dcr 
COnlpieled hi s I' ull 1\,1I ing. Tim w ill soon be CFI. ,\<\;;ny 

Ihanks 10 TlJn y Limb lor a superb iive year> ,I> FI. 
Exped it iuns ,He under W,lV 10 Mitiield and Abuvne. 
Mel Easlburn 

Bannerdown (Keevil) 
AUCUST and Seplember m,,(le up jor Ihe SUnlm('r. ""vi 
dnd Shel ly [J ' ''''son did 2(JOkm-plu,; the Venl u, ,Hld K-(, 
scveral I OOkrn-plus . Sluart " enfrC'w and Ken 13 0,) IOn 
(nmpleteri ii vt1 hour<.,. \I\le have bE·en hn\(lki ng the 

1OO- IJunch b,1fricr us ing iour « lbles, and b)' Ihe end of 
Seplem iJer h,1(1 toppNi 6.0()O launches in Ihe RCA y!'M. 

[krl Desmond ill'w 'Okm. One or Iwo slrangers have 
I.:-mdnci (ju t wi th us, which .J!ways ('n~LJfl \<" d wl-" lcof1lt' 

Gh,)I "boul other gliders and silc, - ,lnci the ch;mce 10 
study re~K t j (J Il S when oii('r in g win l h f{.' .li gh l~. Eight 
members v isiled Mi lfield ;1nci had lour da)'< 1\<,1\'(' . 

Derek Findlay 

Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 
.'\ LAR GC inllux of n('w members. in 'Iud ing irom [l; lIh 
U njv(.... r~ il r, i ~ kf·t-'r ing instruct()r~ husy. Congrdtu lill ior1s 

10 PaLiI While. ,) young bursary ho lelc r, on s(l lo ing, and 

John Symonds, who rl'·so lol'ci . \IVC ~l rL' sell ing some 01 
our c lub fleel : ",e've hJd our Bocian, for Ih irty-plus 

years and w(,.' .:He at last con temp la ting iln upgril(!('. A 
cr()~S-COu Fllry coutse i ~ being org':lnised ior next Jun0; 

we hope it wi ll h(' ~ lS suc(,essfu l , IS til t· previous ont~s. 

An RT cou rse is under W,l ~' . 

Joy lynch 

Bidford (Bidford) 
CCJr"CRf\TULt\TIO~S to the winnef> of the Wooden 
Ships (omp, M PIll'Ip' and [) I:lirb IK-b[). Gordon 
Rurkert was second IK-B) ,mel John , ichol50n (f' it atus) 

third. Thanks 10 Petc' FrE'em,~n , who organi sed it. Nt'xt 
yea r we pl,m ,1 diffC'rcnl fornl,,!, wilh on l' round in 

Please send your entries to helen@sandg.dlrcon.co.uk 
or Helen Evans, 6 Salop Close, Shrivenham, Swindon 
SN6 BEN, to arrive by December 12 for the February­
March issue (February 13 for April-May). Pholographs 
- slides or prints from film - are welcome 

spring ,Hle1 ,H1()lher in Augu st. Ed BI,lk('rnan went solo: 

we lt done. Ailer .. lii('lin1« of flying. our o ldc'$! tug pi lo l 

Ll'S .\Jorman (7 '1) hil~ pdsscd "way. I li s ashes will be 
sc.lllered on the <1 i rfield, .:tu;; ollllJ,lnif'd by a iClrm;llioll 
oj <lirer,.} !'t .- d i itti ng tri hute. I It: wil l hl' rni ~sed. 

Nigel Howard 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
JAMIF 1\lIen sct d new sil(' r"cf)(d during /\ugust with a 
S90km O/R 10 Diss. The h,'ngd' doors werl' cl osed ,mel 
th(~ crew wonder ing w hat to do when wt;' hCdrd Iht.' 

fin ,ll glide G11!. Our task wC'ek was d gre,Jt SUL-ces.s : lour 

\OOs on 011(' ddy. 1\ltftf ninl' ),cdr!o; of t/c'dicllt cd tugging 
and club r11iH1,1.gcm cnl , Dav(' Unwin is t'rii ti ng (1 n 'W 
lTl<lg,17i m', Today's Pilo t. All the Il('st 0,lv0 .md th (lIlk~ 

io r al l your hard w ork. O ur comm ittee is f inid is ing 

p l.11'1S for Ihe new h{'IIl!-\ZH (lnt/ IJcililies: ,1 th.:ln~ I('~s t':lsk, 

long overdue. Our website is: wH'w.t1yto talgarlhcolll 

Robbi. Roberlson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
W[ H/\D four lli ,H110tlci Iwighls ,11 ,\boyn(': JOI HI 

Denne, ," \ ~rrJ" rie I IMdwick. P,llTi ck Onn ,(nd Andrew 
I".'I'l ey, as IVeil ,IS Cnlds fo r iJav(' Hl'dlh dnd I"n Busb)'. 

<-Inci ;) . ilv 'I' 011 DX~'gen ror J{.'fcmy II.Hri!t dow point 
1(J ,UOOil). First solos incliJIjeri Ualldi ,~ (.rJv, H:",rel 

SI(,),n"" Jeli /\nd('''on , igel Coor~r, P" ul 1'" menl ,lnel 

Bob I line. bringing lhls ,nason's tol JI to at I""" :W. 
Sc.:lIl r'drrilill ore hl"l~ gOlle frofll llr~ 1 flight to li,lSi 

Inst rLictor in I('ss Ihan ni ne months. Bron7C ir'ctur·es will 

be given by Inslruclors I'rep,Hing for Full R;' lings. 
Rog.r Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 
If IERM!\I.S r1il'SSNI up "',,1'(' ilying dur ing much (,r our 

wt'll-iHWnc!ud first thrc'(:'. W,'1Ve weeks, hu t at least \\I l ' 

l()~t unly two day~' fl y ing. 'vVl' did manage some \\',lVe: 

Ilill Slc'phen \Venl 10 22,S(JOil 10 cI,l im LJi arl10nd hl' ight. 

R.oy .lUi'll Illan ,lgl'd 17, .'iOOft the ~d rne day dlld Ruger 
fielding irom Camphi ll gClt to 14,()OOfl. W(' hope Ihe 
I.hi Iwo w eek., go \Veil lor the· BC;\'< w;)vE' Course. Our 

WL;hc lnl gives eurly morning views of tilL' Chev iol hills 

on Friel"),, S, lurd,l), ,md Sundays. Andy i:ldrtigd, lJ(" 

ex -ehdi rr nd ll, has ju" clocked up 1,UOO g li d i n~ hOU r>. 
Boh Cassidy 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
W E J-I /W [ had enjo)"lb lc exped iliom 10 Shenington, 
Hus H05, ,lfld Pock llngton. Cungr,] tul atiol1s to Eileen 
Lillier. Neil l Morg,Hl , Co lin Wh ila ker ,md Richard 

Ryl and ior soloi ng; Liz IVhill"kC'l lor Silvl'r height: 
EmlllJ Norris ior IOOkm; Croll Brown for Oinmond 
gOdl, .lIld CI-'org , VVe..lrillg, 2nd ill 'he' N(.) rt i1€'rns. \V(' 
l)dvC in truduced J 'Quic.k.,st.Jrt' s(ilC!:l1le ior ab inilio$, 
w hi ch g ives sm~"ill group~ a l)Ur5t of concentrated trdin­

ing. Tha(l k> 10 Val Howell , for 'The Club lubike Song' 
rendered by Ihe- 11F(;C Lad ies Choral Group to an 

enlhus i,1sti c ':1Ud ience ,11 our allnivcr~tlrY ba rl ){~cue. 

Derek Litller 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 
NEXT year ki cks 011 with a Bronze lecture course run by 
Ian HL'Y O':l nutl0 ' 17) . New w inch d rivers Jre sough l. 
We helped the TV program nll' 'l'l') "reconslru( I" the 

K-21 lighlning sirike, using hils oi the wreck,'ge. our 
;Cr,)p SF 34 luselage and ,1 11('Iicop\r;r. Chris Hughes 

conlin ueci his wave c'xploralions wilh d 12, SOofl i lighl 
on il clay Ihe K 1·1 manag(' d 7,OO()ft. Visilors a rt' wel­

come to try our rklw~s ,111 d WJve, by a rrang('J1l(~nt. 
Bernard Smylh 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
OUR COMPETITION 1('~lm 'lrr ived b"ck from Mitfi"l cI 
disp ielyi nR Iheir ie,·,lh(m in true pedcock style h,wing 

wOn Ihe Scotti sh Inter-club League. W" Ihank Bordc l> 
for their w ()ndl'rjul hosl >i l rl lity. Oc to i1(-,rfesl v isitors have 

enjoyed c limbs ICl 24,000it. IJadge claims include ,".ndy 
Carter [Diamond heighl), And), Filrr (solo), il nd Rulh 

Binks (I3ronz(> legs). O ur new Kohill tug is ~i\'ing tru lr 

Ch.lnncl\ ROil Ar'fllitdgf' (h"itl aft<'r "is j i, U irr.llaullch 

.!milLing I,Hlllches. If you "';1111 to ( I;-tim .1 gold w~dding 

ring fuund posled in Cdirngorlll \ I ~unc hp inl <;.110 in 

Ih( ' I,1S1 iew yed(\. 1,, 11 RUlh Rinks al III ' ( Iuh 111(' ill il ial s 
t: llgl,1vl.-'C1 in it. 1\ I,.vari11 w('ltol1lc \0 ~I I vis itors coming 

up to c.n jo)1 our un ique w intef ,mel ~p ring WilV . PhonC' 

01 .140 65131 7 fo r dct .l il ~ or SCC' wWlV./:tlicling. 0"R 
Chris Fior..nlini 

Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 
TII ANKS 10 Pd"r eH'" Rich,l((1 IlilkL'r and te, III ior 
running Oll r R(;,gion,l l!' (Sf 'C' abo p46). Pelt'r BZlk('r, I\'\<lrk 

~\f"rshr:cI , Tony We,(lherhc,"d and (.1 (It,1 M ilX Smil!1 

1l1cll1dg( 'd to w in thC'_Anglia TV Cup dt TilJ<.!.llil,lI11 on ,-I 
urp r i "i ngl~' good Sept{'rn!lf'r \v t:-!t.'-kend. ,~\not h E'r Discu~ 

tor tht! !Ieet, courtC'sy o f ;1 ~r(ln t fro lll the rou ncbtion for 

Sport and Ih(' A rts . ,hou ld "rrive i,001 Germ,lnv shortly. 
\Nt· shelll Oll e ,l gaill 1)(· runn ll1g il llieries of wi lHer 

le( lures. r"tembers uf olher clubs Me mosl w('lcome: 

ckYI Jil~, whe.1l dVLli ldhle, w ill h<.' on w\Vw.{~JirJ('. c::{).uk 

John Birch 

Channel (Waldershare Park) 
\Ne we' re ver}' p leased to hL' ,lh l(';' 10 send onu- of our 

youngest mel11b(·". Scott Daniells. su lo shonly " iler hi s 
I Gth hirthclJy. Alt hough we Illi ~~(xl Ron Arm il<lge's 

_W.IJOOlh glicl"'r 1,lUnch, Wl' did (,lleh him on his 

3J, ·rU rd. He is. seen dbo\'(' pf( ~~('nli f1 g sludent i'v'aure'n 
['oti S wi th Chillll P"lgrll' 10 celebrate Ih(' occcl~ion. She 
sh;}rc'd thl' flighl in our newly-reslored T-21 . 
Sandra Davis 

Chilterns (RAF Halton) 
PIP BARLEY Jnd Andy II"slop ;r ille 3rd hor, COflcu"r, 
dl lhe Inter SNvi (.p'-.. ~ t (~v(' Sdl ' li d~ two (3runle k.'g~. 

Septemher 2J W,l $ 'inlefHsti ng': 2 t; 'C, w ith 20kt south .. 

t'(')t;t('f ly gusting. Fi r~ 1 ri lle c d mf' 0 11 th e fir::.1 I,lunch 

whl'n dust C,lIT1 " up from 111<' K- I I floor lollowl'd "l' 
instrument 1l l'~dlf'5 iu t i {) u~I )' un\-vi nd illg 011 c ircuit: lh(· 

most turhulent c()f1rli l i( )f1 ~ dllv()ne Lould r f:"mt'rn~)(:r 

hew rly ing (onl illu(,d w ilh I; igh 1'1 lim il, in Ih" 

Ill<w ls lro lil. O ne Of two go t into wave to 3.0001t. Ou r 

LJ~u,11 1 )' very ..lcl ive !If' igh l)()urs (ATC nlolo rgl ici('r 
squadron and flying cluh; ~tdy(:d rooted to I'hc' grollnd. 

Ton)' Gee & Dave Sale 

Clevelands (Dish forth) 
IN OCTOB(R 1' )9'). Ihe rumours provedlrue!. I he r\rrny 

Wtl~ 10 force U:-:i ou t [Ii our hOnlt! tor thl' p.l:-:it 32 Y(.'<HS. 
Red IJpe abound " I (lit('f"IIy) ,15. edch weekend. 
:l nnlher ~( 'Lt i()n oi 1 H ,lng.1r'S floor \V:l~ 1ll.1rk(·d orf. \N~ 

left il in Apr il. PI"ns to selur<.' our fulurl' h"d 10 " ving 
quickly into JCl ion. It \\'ds n 't e(bY to l ~nU)UrJge m t:m­

bers to keel' coming - Iherl' 11'.1< " Slack 01 jobs Jnd Ihe 
li s l ':> -'('Ill~d 10 illcreds(;' each week(' lld. h \ d$ impOn(ifl l 

to Iry to keep fl ying too: we nee<iL'd the re VI'IlUC. [ ..leh 

ddy'::;' gl iding ~cPrneci to rC'quir(.l .1 ~U !J'::;' il llt ia l logistics 

exerc ise. Rut WC:' rnafldged. ThJnb to .} generou s grant 
irom Ih" r,AF sporl, bn,l(ci . I'vork slarterl on our new 

h,mg"r in Jum'. In Ih0 nW;1nl imc', Olc'mbors buil t Ih" 
new clubhous"' oul o f lour I' ortakabirb. In July, we' I",IeI 
.] h':'blil y-convt'-ned I\GJ\'\ In our n -'\\I bJr. Once power, 

\v~l t (-' r tlnrl ~ ·'wctrage w('re UJ I1I H:ctt·d, work rrogn ..!s~t'd 
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11101"(-' quickly: lllor.l ll' Wtl':<. gre.! tly lmprovl.'d \vhen the 

to il('t, hecaml' OI','r.llional! In September. KIIFGS,\ 
ch,lirrn<-lIl Phi l <itudey offici.llly dC'cl.lr(·d Iht:· h,1I1ga r, 

with J Iloorsp.I< (' oi12 .000 sq It , open. M.!ny nWI11I1('r5 
contrihllted to thl' I>roj l'ct\ 'uccess I,ut the unlailing 
c'nthll~j{\srn ;Hl<1 h.ud work o! Kl'vin Ki('ly ,lI1d Terry 

[)()lIer werc' iHv.illIdhlv. \'\1(, flO'" /1,1\'(' :-Im,lrt (dC il i[i e~ 

<-me! st rong i()un(btion~ tor [Il(' future. The I1lOV(' rn<-1dc 

us rl'vil'w ~Olll(' or ou r opcrdt ions, 111'lking tllPm !l1Or(' 

l1l ~lflilgC"lhl l'. \'\L(' wl.: l('or11(.' vi . .,ilors to our new home, 

ilnd In Iry the Itlbled Di~h(()rth WJvL'. 

Polly Whilehead 

Cornish (Perranporth) 
vvr R l ()ncl'fIl -,d rh ~u il('rt;! .Ire fC:\\' you ng r11l'nlbcrs. 

rill' r '.I (>'" 111.))' h d ' mogr,l phic , ,"conomic, rival sport 
fI}rin' Jc.ivll ies - ur;) t..oJllhindtion . C hdi rman Cliff 

CIMk(' ,md CFI .ordon Hunt'l'f. with Ihe commi lieC'. ore 
plann ing to ratfnn;il i::.,c fly ing prngramrrl("'~ dnd recruit 

rncmhcr~ . The PRO W-;1nt5 m()re medid (overJg<:, p;lrtic~ 

ulMl y () n TV. Dl'spit(-' the (d ill we h.HI !lldl1Y su mmer 

vis lt ("Jr~. Morl' 11('0pl(' ,Ui..' d isc.overing d trip in ~l glider is 

<in idedl present. M.lI1Y of us ,"1ppr(' l ll-'n~i\l~ly rol lt'd lip 

t IUllhi ng our vouchc.r~ - an / .I ff' .... [ill Iwrc,'! 

,"like Sheedy 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
OUI( COURS[ S, run bv lohn Ilarwood assisted by 
J.lrqui Milps, h(lV' bl'l'n very 5 11l l.pI:;sful <mel WE> t'xped 
Ihem !>.Kk irolll . e\\' Z.l'Jiand in AI" 'i l. R"lflh l10wsfield 
il w WOkm. l{ichJrd Carter Jnei Mike Smilh have SilVt'r 
l3,ldg<'s. P.ltrili(l de: t lo( )gh~Rowntr('e, Kober! 

MdcLKhl.H', I).rvid WilliJ,11>. Robin llirrh, UJvid 
Hillier ,md Helena l3f()gden h,we flronll'. Stan 
At'robdti (s' I'r/e.!('ski ha.:;. L~r()nz{-' ~nd C r() SS~Cl)lrn try 

rndorSClllcl1\ ,li[('r 1 j YL:ll rs - good on yt'lU ~ MesS"r~ 

!lir li,o", T.rn npr ,m" P,lfker. G lIlll' 1 Jlh. 20th ,md 21 sl in 
Ihl' Juniors. \-\1(' CXPCl.J gre'.lt thillgs flexl YL:,lr. 

Frank Birlison 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
MIKL DrI<WFNT h,,, SOklll .md Silver and Pete Dd\li es 
300km while' Ri chJrd W,llker ,lnei Pele Kin .wll l 100lki st 
and 2nd plan's in illl' Inl e r~S('rvicc:s Cl ub Clo". ,eoff 
U'HOfd went solo Jllci hL1S J BronzC' lEg. Bob /\rber I.our 

iin.lI1ci.rI ~on,cicncl'i l<'it Cranwcl!. wh il > M.lrk 
H(~s(-'lw()(Jd (rVn lu ru .Il1d re~punsii>I(' lor tCd ching me 
to fly - cvcntuJ ll y) i5 l,..\king a ye<tr uut. IV\..llly th<-lIlks to 
hoth for [hC'ir conlrilHJtiolls. Tlw Red f\rr()\V~ wil l go lo 

SCdrnpt()rl in Dt'ccJ1lher. P!cd';'C I) ~ ,\Wdr(' 01 innl'dSl'd 

weckenu dir Jetivilv wi lh Ill(' :trrivol oi No 71\1'1" ,1nel 
[,lSt Midldncj, UAS Lo Ih" md in ,lirli"leI. 
Paul Skiera 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
THI' THIRU UK Mounl"in So.rring Ch,lITlpionship, were 
,1 gr('<l1 .,u«.. e~~ b l.'C p4hL Six visiti ng pilots w('rc 

f('w.lrded \\Ii l h d ~hn\\ll'r ullJ iJlllonc.b on October 4, (1 

cracking w;\v(' day. which "Iso produced Gold and 
Silver heigh l" .1Od .1 fiv,,~ hllur flight to LOllll'let" Sue 
Heard's Silver, Oc tober 15 produced d Oi.lI1l<Jnd height 

Cairngorm m.u/(' .I 1)f"('.";(,Il/dti()f) /n Hdrry .lIul (\,to l"le(-'k.~ 

t() m.lI"/.: 17 succ(lssfu l ()( ro/Jcdcsf YC'drs (Hcrnard Smyt/J) 

December 2000 - January 200 1 

for Chri , Skea l" 21 ,5()OIt), lililo ilighl It'vel 240 ior ,) 
previous Oi<1mond hcif\ht achiever ,mel .) Gold Iw'ght 
for M,ke [ dw",ds. Allef',,""" Universily Capl;>'" Mik,' 
\Vhymen! hIlS Bronze .:Ind Cross-Country [ndorse!1wnt, 

Fergu s F()rq ~r Broll ze. Hurry )\'1aclc'<lf1, .1n ~x~747 pilot 

return ed to gl iding (')n rctirelllt'nt, tlnc! did hi~ f irst solo 

for tell Yl'JfS. Te:> rry C,l\vtho rll C;! h 'l'tlf11C ,1 i\()l)ill dr i v('r ~ 

Sue Heard 

Denbigh (Denbigh) 
OUR RECENT jll!> 101 ironl Ellstone incluued J K~7m 

dnd d Rolls Royce rowcf('d Wild winch, allowing Our 
origin<l l winch tn undergo a comple! ~ transformat ion. 

\ '\Ie also nOw have d tug on site 10 makr wave ('veil 

more dl"cE:ssible. So, no <.:ildlK C o i getting depressed 

.)hout shorlening days at Denbigh and we look fO!'\lwd 
to extending ,\ warm \-\'('1("0111(:1 tn visitor'S ov('r the next 

Ie\\' months. Congrlltul,ltions to: Fritl SplIarg,HC'n for 

guing <';01(;) ,lIter 42. ),PMS oi gl iding; Steve Bu tler on 

Silver; Don \Valsh (visitor) for live hour,; durdtion. 

Martin Jones 

Derbyshire and lancashire (Camphill) 
r\ ~U MMtl\ (Ii mixed w,,,lIh .. r 'nric'd with ilull)llln 
,vlaclt, 5S - a club competition dav. EJrly IVJV« made .. 
good "t~HI <mel pilot olthe day WJ~I., D,)Ve Smith. Then:. 
Wl'rc~ compel ,lil"" lor l()nge>l/h ighcst i l ight, as wel l as 
ubjcct ivc la nding competit ions with an interc5tj ng 

rdllgc of ill terpretations in lh~ 's tyle' sect ion. M.;)rtill 

I I.l rbollr is now .:til Assistant Instructor Jnd Ian iV\("R<.1c, 

Torn YpomJn .wei Andrew f letcher lIave 5010 ..d. We ill' 
W('dne,d.lv, to Sund.lvs in winter. Till' t\GM will be Oil 

Janu.lry l·L For cluh inlorm;ninn, see w\vw.dlr~ c. ()rguk 

Diane R.'id 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
IOHN IlUGrlE[ has 1115 i)lamond gOd l; il WJS prohahly 

imp'''lCtiQ I 10 ..dmire Ihl' Vfl'\\, through Ihe driu le. The 

club does not usu.llly ill' on ;\ Frid,l\' so Claire Alston 

IIdd to wililtill the d;l\, ,l ltc'r her I (,Ih h irthd,,)' to go 

solo. Sh've Hush,,11 has (ross~Counlry ~ndorscment. 


r -ter ·tartup Gold height. and Peter Stap leton is .In 

A'sistJllt Insl ruclnr. O'l(' v LIng III 'mb r r lurned from 

the Juniors with a hrokc'n leg Iplaying 100tl>" lI ). the 

other high p ldise from J. senior pilot tor hrs ellorts in .1 


dU(ll ilight. TIlE' cOn1l1l ittc,t, i!) co nSidering buying <in 


,Hlj,lccnl field (Ind ,1 new to us) winch. \'\le are look ing 


(nrw.Hd to Ih(-' return or [nt('rpris(." l in Jul y. 


Phil Morrison 


East Sussex (Ringmer) 

THANKS [0 Gr.lh<l!1l Bowring ior organising d 5 U CG.e~:'o­


tul programm(; 0\ <lir cxp('rierK(' ilighls and mini cours· 


l!.S (mel mJ ny th.lflk s tu 111(' (,\,pning flying nt'WS, too. 


longratu lJt ions to Tilll C",),,,r. Tim I-I uri" ,mri l< ol,lIld 

Cldrk ior re~~olu ing. \IV ~ \·velc.ume nur two rholcu ship 


wi nners, Debhie Slroud, I S .•lOd Illlllle Jones, 14. We 

w"wd good!,y" to a vent'rdble T-3 I .llld our bCdut ifu lly­

restored T-2 1 whi 'h now ridge 50~1fS in GcrmJny. \!Ve 


look fc)rward tn ,1I1fltilf'r K·11 from G<.' rnMJ1Y and pith!!r d 


Junior or 1\5W I S. The club b,,, bec:n Oil its curren l Sill' 

for 2, YL'ars: plans arc aioot for ,1 'hang,lf LJC1Sh!" 

AWL 


Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell) 
CONCRi\TUl.ATIONS 10 IJdVl< I CI,)fk" on his III raling, 
Tom Fowles on so loi ng, Norm~1n r-(~;lkin un Brnnlc, 

lohn Hammond on five hours and everyonE' who pol sed 
their RT eX,llllS thanks to SIan H,Hris', prepJralion. We 
d 'dicdtc~d tlm'e SUlllmer Sundays to flying the publi c at 
:>Jorth We'd ld, which proved vcrI' popular. thanks 10 the 
hard work and ent husiasm of tug p ilots, instructors ,lncl 
ground crew. Fl ying wecks at Kidg 'wel l went wel l, 

especia ll y Ihe second. when two members reached 
S(lltby dnd m~my enjoying long soaring fli ghts .. 

Peter Perry 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
..\NDY SANDERSON ,me! John Cilberl Junior dre iully 

Deeside's Sue I-Ieard rnandt;(x f a t7vc..:~hour W(lV(' flight on 
Oc/ohf'f 4 /0 complC'/ her Silver (Colin Wig"/) 

r;\ted imtruclors and Kim Sm ilh has " CJo,,~C()Unlry 
EndorsenlL'nl. We have purchased a K ~2 1 , bringing our 
cluh fleei 10 nine (S lwins il nel 4 singles). The K~21 h<1s 
J II the wlli s-t les and bells for ,1dvJrlu:'d crp~s-coun try 

lraining, iully linked CPS ;lIld L NAV wilh rel'e~lcrs. 
Some:' Of us are going 10 htlv(' great fun h'tlrning how to 

drive it. So with our imprcssiv(~ cohort of in':<.lructors lind 

cqu~llly impressive flcl't we Jre thriving. 

Stew Jones 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
DAVE Will iams and O ll iE' Chubbock ore' solo: congr.1! ­
ul.llions. \,Vl' l1dve now lost our hangarJ e but not the 

cluhholl"C. Those \vho went to Purt r"rlOak returned with· 

(lut <lily hJdgp (' Id ims l)ut h;:'ld fun trying for them. 

AJ Padgett 

Four Counties (Syerston) 
i\UCUST'S soar ing week was a great ,u cess . !Indy 
M.lson Jnd Pele Dixon both g.1 ined Gold distance! 
iJ idlllond gOdl; PctL' did h is !wi h ~ ~ rdU~C h • j u~t 

missed Ihe photographic sector Ihe Iirsl time. rran 
Knowic's dlso I"" 300krn . . <lth'lIl Calc and Sophie 
1\1J~lin have soloed. Our new tea bus ml'..HlS we: Lan 

now provid" hot food on th ·' airfield. W(' h<1Vl' d n~,w K~ 

13, RJ8, formerly R3. Thanks 10 1\1~lrt i n Coonwin ~lIld 
Trev Gorely for ge.tting it ~er\l i c<:! ...1i>Ic. Andy 1\1ason takes 

over ~b CFI trom Ben Benislon , who once tlgain did d 

s{(-,rl ing job. tV\Jny memhers flew cumpet i [ion~ , (lottlhly 

lohn Wilton (iirsl. Tilwnh;1I11 Region",, !. Ri chard I--Ioud 
(f irst, cluh cI,bS Ildtiondl s) dnd Pdul Armstrong (t hird, 

Cr<'Hlscicll RC'gional~ l. 

Sue Armstrong 

Highland and Fulmar (Easterton) 
CONCRIITUL~TIONS to Ian n,omson (Fulnw. so lo), 
Andy t\ncierson (Cold height), Mark Thomps\Jn (Fulmdr. 
Bronze Jnd Si lVl'r height) Jnd Colin llorthwick (Bronze 
leg). " resa Tait has regained her BI ra ting and Geddes 
e h,'lmers is IlI lI y-r,lled. Angie Veitch holS a mOlorglidc'r 
instructor rating so we hope t() make more u~(' of 

Fullllar 's Follkc'. Good luck to hcHcI-working member> 
Dave Jnd Jacquie Web t(!r who .-Ire moving 10 Norlhern 
Ireland: flighldlld i, losi ng winch driver, secretary and 
soup nr.1gon. I lel >n Chalmers h,15 becoille SC'(Tel,lf)'. 1\ 

well ~alll'nded elul, meeting kepi us up 10 dale wilh club 
devel opmen ts, fol lowcd by t1n iniorm,)t iv€ tcllk on W;1V{' 

flYing by eF I Roberl Tail. Our October ilying wl'ck pro­
dun"d good wave Jnd ridgc' flying - many Ihank> ttl 
John i)r,lllslielci lor tugging ,md AI Eddie lor ilying Ih ' 
ASH. l et's hope Ihl' soulh-weslerlies conl inue. 
Teresa Tait 

Imperial College (lasham) 
AT OUR 70lh "nnivers,,,y di nner, uke Rebbeck 
received Ihe Irving Pol lor the la,t5t CfClss-countrv oi 
Ihe year illS klll/h in Ihl' luniors). The brake~di5C, lor 
Ihe worsl relrieve, wenl to Chri, Smart who l'lIleleci in 
Ihe middle of ,] d,)ir)' iarm. His crcw hacllo cross lour 
lields. I gol TIll' PI'lIlk. ior Ihl' worst iield I,'ncling ((. 
miles from home' in th e on ly h(lrl(~y fielrl in (1 t1((.!(1 of 

sluL,bll' i and Ihe Horseshoe, lor lJelter luck next lime 
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Club focus 


Bowland Fore t 


JACK Aked started the then Blackpool & 
Fylde GC as a social club in August 1950. By 
1952 there were 375 members whose drink­
ing paid for a nacelled Dagling from Camphill 
(now being restored by Peter Underwood). A 
T-21 arrived in 1954 and was flown by Jack 
Aked (below right) and Gordon Bleasdale 
(below, in EoN Baby). Gordon, who ably sup­
ported Jack from the outset, remains an 
active member, and was given life member­
ship as a Golden Jubilee present this year. 

Thus serious glider training began. Herbert 
Liver, who became our first president, pre­
sented us with an Eon Baby in 1956, and 
gave us two-thirds of the price of a new 
Olympia in 1961. All are still airworthy in pri­
vate ownership at the club: T-21 BGA 711, 
Eon Baby BGA 629 and Olympia BGA 1056. 

The lack of soaring at Blackpool's seaside 
location led Jack to seek a site of his own. 

From 1961-1972, British Aircraft Corporation 
allowed us free use of Samlesbury airfield. In 
1965 we left IBlackpool for good. 

At Samlesbury thermals were affected 
every afternoon by sea air coming up the 
Ribble valley. Surrounded by good-looking 
hills, we scoured the county for a suitable 
site. Our fancies always led us back to the 
Bowland Fells, and in 1967 we began visiting 
Lower Cock Hill Farm near Chipping ; in 1971 
we bought 57 acres freehold for £13,000. 

We started flying here in 1972 and have 
never regretted it. Jack Aked, who was 
awarded a BGA Diploma in 1973, survived 
until 1975 to see his club mature into health 
and security. Derrick Sandford took over as 
CFI and John Gibson as chairman for the 
formative years at Chipping. We have always 
expected members to assist operations how­
ever they may. They work hard, but prices are 
low; and the effect on club spirit is terrific. 

The second half of our existence has been 
truly golden, with hill soaring available to 
give good height and duration for training 
flights from winch launches. Perhaps our 
thermals suffer lower cloudbases than 
others, and we do not get the highest wave, 
but the hill (with steep west, south and east 
faces) works beautifully and the local soaring 
is varied, enjoyable and often unexpected. 

More recently, we changed our name to 
Bowland Forest, having left Blackpool far 
behind us. Sadly our attempt to develop 

Left: looking nonh-east at Bowland Forest. The club 
buildings are in the central foreground Parlick is the 
near peak. with further easily soarable hills beyond 
Above: a view of Parlick, from ground level 

aerotowing was frustrated on grounds of 
noise. We have permission for motorgliders 
to operate "fitted with a suitable silencer" 
and plan to use this more in future. Gliders 
with get-you-home engines are launched by 
winch. Most private owners have bought 
expensive glass and carbon, but are often 
joined at cloudbase by our original fleet. 

Local soaring gives us year-round enjoy­
ment, and when members travel to contests 
they compete quite successfully. A lengthy 
history has been compiled and this is avail­
able on our website. We are a modest club in 
size and style, but healthily solvent, very 
friendly, and still developing after 50 years. 

Keith Emslie 

At a glance 
Launch type & cost : 


winch, £3.00 


Club fleet : 

2 x K-13, 3 x K-S, Asti r 


Private gliders: 35 

Instructors: 23 

Types of lift: hill , thermal, wave 

Operating days: 

Weekends. Wednesdays & Fridays 


OccaSional club weeks 


Contact: 

clubhouse: 01995 61267 


www.bfgc.co.uk 

S4 Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.bfgc.co.uk


Club news 


Offering outstanding workmanship. efficiency and service in: 
* All glass, carbon, kevlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications 

* Motor glider engine approval ROGER TARGETf * C of A renewals and general maintenance 

* Weighings, including accurate in flight 0 of G positioning Sailplane Services * Re-finishing in all types of gel coat and paint 

* Hard wax polishing Bristol & Gloucestershi re Gliding Club 
Nympsfield, Nr, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL1 0 3TX * Competition sealing 


Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 • Home (0 1453) 860447 
 * BGA and PFA approved 
Mobile 0850 769060 * Canopy perspex replacement 

- email roger@sai/planeservices.co.uk * Aircraft recovery 

[doing Silver distJnce with three IYPGS nl lngs ing equip­
Illenl - ,\11 01 whid\ L\ll eci - Ilul no b;lIograp iJ l . O lr is 

alld I hoth got P<wl's Pot, J new one, for becoming 
inslructors whilsi st il l und(·rgr"du.l il'S. O ur Ih.l nk. 10 Ihe 
Illyslery 1)('rwl,1(tor who contribuled £2 50 for drinks. 

Hemraj Nithianandarajah 

Kent (Challock) 
OUR I\UCUST 1,lSk \VeG" r 'u ll ,.-I ,n Silver distances bv 


Shirley B,nker, I~ (ls Cliftun ilnd VI(: Jennings, in Sh irl p,y's 


,,,se. nmHling J completed Sr lver. I<i chMcI S,holield 


h(lS his Iwight I:lnd jive IlOUlS. ,'A) f'tin C{)opt'r hd~ (! f-ull 


I<Clli ng .\n rJ An cl re y S:\lnnc!s IS a nmic Inslructor. We 


If'u·nl l). had Ihe RCA DUll Di ; ( us lo r ,\ w('ekend .\I\d it 


was pul 10 vt:ry gC)(lU usc PMtlcul"rl), on the s(ur"hle 


SJIU fClLI Y. \ 'Ve are now ill th e seasun oi our AnlluJI 

Dinn(-'r <lIld instructor ch('cb, soon 10 1)(' followed hy 

Cs ni r\ - whl'rc ha,-, the year gOlll't 


Caroline Whitbread 


Kestrel (RAF Odiham) 

WITII G RLf\T s"clnes> w e' rq)orl Il1r· dedtJ l 0 1 uur ex­


(Fl . Fi t II Chri~ Scott. "nd ol fer mrr d t pt', ! symjJ.lIhies 

In his wile Syl vi a ;) nd suns Andrew and M.1Ik. (See ob il­


uarv pS7l. Man)' th.:mks 10 M arC Mur ley who hands 

OVl!r <.IS" CFI ttl Pete.r Hevr tOnc dftc r '.2 J12 Yl'd rS, tvlan: 

has also lound lime 10 refurbish Ihe c lub KU . An t'xpc­

dillon l() Dt-'nhi gh w ,] '" ()r~,) ni ,, {;'d dnd good LISt' Illdde of 


thpi r rirlg" ;lI1d hostr lrie, . M,"\y th ;\I\ ks tn Ted NOrfll.\I\ 


allli Aneiy Ellio l who hos led a Kes trel course at Bircster 

ill troducing1 () servi ce students to gl iding. 'Ve arc shdr~ 


illg ()ur clirfi eld with b 1 BVGS who oflt'r,l\(' Ihrl'e G I09s 


zd ()n gsidt~ us on rllirror circuits. 


Simon Boyden 


lakes (Walney Island) 
PERSISTENT r. lin .11 Ihe weekend lollmveci by hrigh! 
eLl,)," du ri ng th e w('~'k (wh el1 we ( ,In', fly ) h,wc' l <lLJSl'd 

i n t l-' Il ~c frLlstration in teven th e' calrnest members. ;\1 the 
enu oj August, Just in \Vilh <ll1d hi s wife Cillian dropped 
in ::t ft e.r se(~ illg us in SL"YC; {CJuiJ f'::ocus, Fd>ru<lry~Vldrch, 

p55 ). ['-Ie took an ;l ('rotO\\' ;lrld on \\'h,1I for U~ w,h not ;1 

good d,)), l'lew 10 Sultoll I),,"k (st'C' pHi. Th(' " 'p"dilioi\ 
to P()r!lllo;) k nl~nagerl four dZlys' fl ying. Our tln nks g (l 

10 Ih" c luh. Irene and Slpw·. 
Peter Seddon 

lasham Gliding Society (lasham) 
,v!;\1 COLM Hoeigsoll WllIl Cold III Ih" Sporls Class "t 
the Aerobali c N",u io ll,li s, Jnrl our manager, john C i lb(' rt, 

wun Silvt'r in th(' In tl'nnediate (IdS':' . Sf"' V('rl L.1Sh <1fl l 

pilots fl cw ,.It jaca in th e Sp~lIlish Pyrenees, \Vith a 
cluudbase (JI 13. 0001t. Hugh Kindell ond John lJ aiicy 
flew tht'lr Duo Discus for I:) 'i hours in two \v(:'(:· ks, ,lnrl 

11.1(1" I lighl 01 4411km. ;\ C Hibbe,\n nighl in II\(' " mtce ll 

\\"lS w<,11 supported. TIlt' Rcv lohn Wcbb. V,c" r 01 
L,hhdlll, arr<lllg(;'d d millt'llllium servic(' of thank sgiving 

in St Mary's Church wilh a sermon by the 1<;\1' 

Devon & Somerset's Claire Alston. soloing. with 
Simon Jordy For North Hill's club news. see p53 

Chaplain, R('v Canon I-!ay Hubhle, in remE'mhrance of 

Ihe B,]lIle 01 Britain. on its GOth arlllivl'r",,),. and the 

part pl"yeci by L",h"m Airfi"ld ,lIlei its slju.ldrons in th" 
Second Worlel W.lr. 

Tony Segal 

lincolnshire (Strubby) 
WE Ht\ D Ihe usual good turn(Jullor Ihe two-seJler 

COlllp. (angr.llul.\linn tu Dave Ruti le and M:!urepn 
Haddon on comi ng ,econci overall in Iheir J<l IlUS. Dave 
"lid Steve C f() L i ~ r hJve aI,,, been h.JVilig " gu ;) t the 
Regiollal c()mp tit ion ~ cnt; with some su ccess. 'Ale. JrC:! 

vcry close to conclLJdirl~ nego tiMinl1s with one 01 our 

1,1Ildlorris whi ch . il successful. will r"sull in ;, dnuhling 
of our opcr;') ting ar(2..l ,mel ,I It'll -year l icc'nee. " De.a r 

Uncle Lottery ... " CongratulJtions tu N ick Kendall 011 

re -soloillg. IV\;Irg<"l ret Chi lds h~'l~ Z1 Silv('r hE- igh!. 

Dick Skerry 

Mendip (Halesland) 
fHE CLUB r('('iwei W<, icOIll<' frec publi Ci ty .lh(,dd III 

our Open Dav with <1 ful! co lour cent re-page spread in 

several local papers: undoubtedly ,1 m.)jor contribution 

tn IIIcreased allendantC'. The reschedu led Family Uay 
,il so went ext remely wt,ll. Robin joy d()1lated ;:1 ride-on 

rnUW l2.r to till' cl ub; lohn \tV illche.s te.r mad1=.' it w() rk. The 
IZl unch are:I ., are l ike I..lwns !lOW. Rob in fl ew (iv(: hours. 

Doug \.'\food d Bron ze leg tlnd Si mun \N ilhey wen t so lo. 

CHmen Edwardes soloecl eight w.,cks- dfler hush.m el 

Uavld. Sh ,~ d rd !I've him a si s-w l'k start. 
Keith Simmons 

Midland (long Mynd) 
WE'VE I-II\D morp ",(lOkrm in IhiS li mited s(""Son Ih"n 

<111 prcvious years comhined. A problem is tryin g not to 
l11ellli o ll the pundll> tuo oltcll; the eFI didll'l help L)y 

do ing two -'1005 on consecutive (bys. Theil Rod H<l\vley 
did ,\ .l O() ,mel 400 III his K-b E. " Isc) Oil cOllselut ive 

cl.' ys . T.1s k wcek Included Ihe n",mor.11lIc August 20 

whell I"n gliders got rounel ;\ 111 kill lask. " d uh 
record. fh e w eek W,]S won by I\!lynd groupi(-! ,md 

SIl.llbournc Crl. 1. ,; Sp,mow. Our 'gilder Il fier chell \(' 
for the' h,lllgar i .... undc:rwJ. Y. Congr.1tULllion-. !o Rich i:lrd 

Bill']ll)' Oil Silver; Rich",d L.lI\hio rri . ;\li , I;lir L,.'\\'is ;) l1d 

D ,wiel R.)I\ ce Oil Go ld d i st ""c~ ; lal1 ,y',\CArthur on Guld 
height ,mel Domin IC H.lUghtoll On i)i,lmond go;lI ,lilt! 
di st.1ll(e . \'\I,titer 'Fddi l'~ the ~,lg ll-" B,lLImclll tl s~ t (lIt" ()n 

Silvc'r cil st;lIl((' to Ilidlord but I;mdcri ;)1/\11011 Tow ers 

whe,,' " IOllg quc'U(' qLlickly lormed hI' Ihe: K·B . 
Roland Bailey 

Needwood Forest (Cross Hayes) 
ArTER cl soggy summer, w e can ,1t I(,dst look l(')rw.1(('1to 

mnre w rl1ter ilyrl1 !\. thanks to both Ihe I ct loll th " l IV,} ' 

1;l iej d few mon th... ago, dnd ;111 ingenious new rl..!t ri evl' 

'." i l1 ch. Designed by AI.1 (1 Roberts. dnd hLlilt m,'inly 11)' 
;\ ln n, his 011 1;' 11 ,lnd ClC tlx{'r N igl'1 R@ndl'r, thi s is 

powpred by th l:' c luh I r<l ctor, Jnd "hould P Il ~ LJrp fly ing 

Oil cl., ys wh en Ihe sky is killd hUI th e li c'ld's 100 soil. 
Andy Davi s hds now got hi ::. fool onto the first rung uf 

Ill" instructing I.ldder. w llh I,m W,dker be" oming an 
;\ssist.lnt Cal Instructor. Th,1nks In nob Cibbs lor kcq1­

ing us in sh<lckl es ~Hld we<lk l inks, \I<d Roherts who has 
added callie pdr,lChufl' mending dnd wcb design to her 

skills. I\ I.ln Roherts for k"" ping Ihe cluh i le('\ in l ip · ll) p 
shJ.P(' r Stt've HickiniJo(f()1ll for dishing out th e dutie 

Nige! (or trai ning winch drivers, ;lIld f' vervon<-; who 

turns up regul",ly 10 keep us ilying. 
Grant Williams 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
TRACY ,\1(:(· . 11 ;)neil.IIl ··' [ l11ms urg;misecl J slJccessiu l 

b.Hbccue Id cornp lrclTl '-'nt .1 one·oft private group glide. 

The T-21 "lJ,lrge" WdS vL'ry popul :lr O f1 till.'. dav. Garv 

Nutt;)ll. Mike Roberts. Pr-ter SeYlTlour .Ind Stpw Cudd 

ensured Ihat w e Iklrli c ip;)led in "II legs o! the Inter ( lui) 

Lecl gue. Steve' C:odd, I\"ike Rohcrb clnd 8Jrry 1\;\(~eLh 

represented us in Ih .. An glia Cup ilt Tibenhilill. Joh n 
Young cumpleted 22.Srnm in J Sp;)tz. L('s \t\f,llsh C()rll ­

plcled100km III i\ K-ll. 11.",1' MPech did Silwr helghl 
,11](1 eiistance; Chris Shepperd Silver height .lnei 
Endurance. Other Silver heighls ",,,re Ilown hy: Ri ch",d 

Hayden, Ilri.Hl ( r~\Ck nei l . Kim M cliur, PJu l Oal ),. Phi l 

A lex,lnder ,1Il(l lohn Pike. Ki m M el lor "nd Steve MVJI I 

c rc' weci .\1 th e luniors "lid cnmplet"d P2 300klll. Winler 
mid-week flying .01N VCC wil l be: on Thursd.1Ys. 

John Pike 

Newark & Notts (Winthorpe) 
TilE TASK week ",:IS ,1 SU CC'5S desplle disdppolili ing 
w c.J lher. DJv(~ VVil soll (; omp lctf'd hi s Silver with ,1 Soklll 

t(l Crowl,,"ci " "d ol lwr p i lots lit·\\, "'ver,, 1 hUllcirc'rI k111 . 
D ':lVe Kc:(Hedrn completed Si lver, ,mel Bob T,ltlmv has 

his 1OOkm ciiplonJd IdlHJ k"lJt Ihe grass at " fll Jnagcirhlc 
lengthl. Tht' 21)th ,mni\'crs.:ny dinlH'r W,lS <l gre.J. t success 
with .lrOUluJ 1()() pt'o pl c; ;lttC'I1(ling , thank" to juli {.,: .Inc! 

Lesley. Fr:!nk Dennis flcw sol u . I woneler II h,-, ( ,\11 log it 

dS ,1 conversi()n (rom L ..lI lC..Glers? 

Chris Dring 

www.saill!/anesel1lices.co.uk 
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Club news 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
EIGHT dubs hall"nged (or Ih ' ,\ngl i ~ TV Trophy in 

Seplemb"r "nri we h:l<.I an ('x('(' lll'nl weekend 1)( fl y ing 

and iun. The lrophy il,eli was ca rri ed oii hI' ClIlllrridgc; 

Nee w d; Ih ird. lal1ws Arm"" Wad l.CJdcr, ji m 
Semmens and Ph i l BU rt () n h~lVU gone g-o lo; rind I-I(}w{ud 

DU llcornlw l1a "B ronze !e.g; wh ile I)el('r LanC;l SlOr. 

r\ ndy Smilh. Don Calln and j im Cmmons have I)(Jlh 

~ro n7(e Ic·g, . Andy Smilh cil ,,, ha, 5ilv('r heighl and dis­

lance and Pa u l T,w(,rl1er (Olllp lell'd Si lver; bOlh did 

1nOkm D iplollla,. We h.ld J b ig pariI' ior .11 1Ihose who 

helped org.1n ise tlnd ru n the ~L1c L("SS lu! Inl c..' rrl,1ti o lld l 

VintClge r.l 11 y. Mall ), m t'lTl hers .1((' p lanning visits; the 

always " n jo),.)b'" h ,shic Irip has alr('Jdy IJken pl,1Ce. 
Bonnie Wade 

Northumbria (Currock Hill) 
n 'IERE wa, a d isiinci lack of SUlllmf'r thcrm.-ds ,ln<.l Ihe 

'1Il ll llell (;! xped it ion 10 Pnrtrno:l k \\';)S di~21ppointing. 

Fortul1i1t(!-ly OUf u su ~l l ;)u tumn wove h:t~ g ive/l rn tmy 
me.miJer.s gnud "CJdrii1g, w ilh Silvc.r heigh t lor Gordoll 
Dixoll. Sieve Omvey is Ih e first 01 I ~l s t yeJr's cdciet 

intake 10 so lu and \V0 h.we r0C'ruil0d scvmdl mon.' 

rt'Cenlly. The c lub rcccnily ie<llured on local lel"" i,ion 

imel Ih" pull l icily has bOO>led Irial I('s.ons ior us "n(l 

w(" hope u lher TyncTccs region clu lJs 100. 

Martin fellis 

Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green) 
so, TI-IE jun ior N,l lif'lnab hclPI)en<.>d lSQe p42i bu l 1' 111 

sure every()n 'who was invo lved w ould like to th...1nk J II 

OCC members \·" ho gave their time dnd effort 10 ma kE.' 
it th \ Sucn-"c;~ th,lt it \\' ,lS. bpc(j ~Jll y Paul ~l nd R0 7 for 

catering ior hundnxl5 ;lnd PetL' ior \\I('~r ing hiri1sclf 

d(lwn to a "Pf'l iC;II I\,-chal lm gpcl fr,lu il'. jam ie CU lh il1 

and D ave' " Vatb, tW() mor 1 LM-Ieh, hcJvc ~o l cd, as has 

Marti n VV:ll kL~J. The tr ip 10 Fcs hif.!hridgc WJS timcd just 
rig ht iur ihi' Soud WC'illlll'r w i lb Simon IN, Ike, ,Iimlling 

10 his Go ld hPigbl , a, Ih . view was so gOOd. tver)'one 

loe made do w ilh enjoy ing Ihe i l),ins, wa lki ng. Bim)' 
~nel Mo's di nne" and Cili rngorrn ', ho.pil.1Iil )'. 

SIeve McCurdy 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
WEtL DON E 10 Ch,,< 15caumonl. 17. ior complel ing 

Silver with live hour~ du r,.I tioil . Pt'tt.-' K~ t tlC' got h i ~ iive 

huurs .11Sem inole Lake. lauric Cl. lrke cumpi<'lCd 

Bronze .1 t1<.1 Cro~~-co u r1try endn rs '01 -'nt, Shdw n 

M cLaughlin Cross-Counl rv Endorsemen!. 1\ll d we ll dOI1<' 

10 Ril l 8,lkcr on h is ii rsl ,olu . j im Crmvhur>1 (Spurl V<.>8.1) 

(dme .1 vcry credi tab le 27th in the Ju nio rs, ha lfway 

dow ll Ih(' i iold ill Ihe >(·'cond· loweSI hancii cilflpf'd gl ider 

in 11)(' ( omp. Neil McLaughlin f lL'w in the l:3GA two­

scaler wi lh Andy Ddvis and Terry SI,III 'r. v\f(> compelI'd 

in Ilw I\ngli;) Cup .11 Tibenham and l'n jo),,," Ihl'i r hosp i. 

t ~l l i ty . Sheena rear, in termed iate, ~(lv(.'d the boys' Jnd 

cluh 's honou r by h(>i ng Ihe unl y OM 10 ii n ish SUf\eb y ' 

17:;km 1'15k. 

Pl'te Goulding 

Portsmouth Naval (lee on Solent) 
M ICK H:I.<lilrcl has g,li ""d his Silver dur ing Ih i<NGSA 
(i('iveIOpmenl wcek held il l [l iceslc r. Chris Penni (old 

cump l(,lL'd h i; Ill' tU fI1 illg righl ircrm Gr.!nsden LOclWe 

cltl d h ;1ding oir' t ()w~lrds Norwic.h. CongrJ. tul alions, 

bOlh. November 1 sal·v.J ch,lI1ge oi eFI. wi lh Al an 

CI .lrk., I,'k ing Over (rOm ,vl arl in I-Iellcg.tn. Also du ring 

the ~u mmer a~si dur)u~ In~t r uc.tur Phil r)JfSO ns hllng up 

his instruc tor's ha t (or the last time; we hopf' lh<.' ~cllll(' 

can'l he sdid oi hi , fl ying bOOI.' . Sou llldmpion 

U n ive r ~it{" recruitment drive S(l\\1 ull /\S \V 27 being 

used as (l11 umbrella hu t r '~ld l ed in rl1J ny liew member!:". 

Pete Smith 

Scottish Gliding Centre (Portmoak) 
CONG RATULATIONS TO Edinbllrgh U hivcrsily ior wI n· 
ning the i ntN-lI niversi t i (~ task week, ;1I1d Andn~\v Bd tc5 

tor Si lver dist.lncf'. Ed inburgh ll1 ~l n {lg(.--:-d to tly more' th.lll 
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Trent Valley's Andrew Turk . joint winner of the wooden 
cup he holds (see S&G, OctOber-November, p28) 

20 sturk"'nls uuring frc!"'"ht'rs ' wt'ok. Congra tulafi ons to 
C: lui~ R.ol) inson on b('coming an ,ls~i~t(ln t fa ted instruc ­

tOf, j'\lcti Irv ing fllr Gold dif' t':lIKe .l rlc! cI B.lS ic Ins,truL:tnr 

r.11 in8, O,tv€' Th()mp~() n ior Sil ver height, Ray Ruberts 
;]('1(/ Ti m I\1 JW ior Silver durat i(lI"l , Idft Ea5~()(' .I nti Rity­
R ()h(~ rl> fur Ilron21' 11;l(Jge<. clnd Ricky Idcksoll. Gregory 

Shepp"r "nd M ike' M ilC h,,11 lor i i r>1,olos. 

Neil Irving 

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill) 
:\rT ER Ihre" mr)n lhs. our young('" rnernl )er. P,'lt'r 
8,111.1 ,,1; 16, fin ;l l l)' ,ol()('d. much 10 II", rl'l,ei of hi, 

iil lher who had Jgref·d 10 ioollhe bil l unlillhen. P"ll'r 

~ I so flIail clgeci h IS i irS! hali hour on hi, sew lld 5010 

i l ighl. j,1n ice VVall, 'lI1 e1 AI"x D .llli lllorc h,)V1-) also gone 

solo . \V(~ \V('lcol1lt' sPv('rJ i new I1wmbcrs to the: luI') 

incl uding 51('1'" .lI1d Ralph JOI""; - I'm ,life I'VI' h" .r rd 

thl'ir n ;1I11('5 h('fo r<.'? The w t'.lt hcr improved, the WCt'!..: 

alter our IilSk weck uniortUl1 atcly, but good (~nough tor 

the L fI~ h (lf1l Rcginn.1 ls: congratul ations to D av(' D ra per 

io r com ing Ihi rd in Ihe Il CI,,,,. Augu" 24 pJ'O l'c'cI II) be 

: cuing .11 Ih,: club whcll 13 gliders i rnm Ihe Llsham 
Nal ionals landed in flu id ;;u ssioo ongralu lJl io f1s 

10 Ken R·id lor 300km in hi , K-hE w hen 11'1051o( us in 

glass abandoned the clay. Neg lial ions wilh our I'"li· 

lo rd over (l long-wn n leasp ar~ ongoing. 

C1iv" Harder 

Shenington (Shenington) 
AI\DY Trcll iorcl h;l, gOIl(' su lo ,md Geoii I'owcli hilS 

Silver height. John O() flOV(-1I1 (lnd Roger And rew s h:lv(;! 
Si lv(:-' r ciurtllion, wh ile Rog0f TYffe 11 gd ined hi s l ive hours 

cll fcshiebr idg'c. We had" grea l iuinl Task W eek with 

13mvl .lnd Fore I .1n d T;dgarth, enjoying 1l1d lly (. hdllc.ng­

illg I n~h in strong w i nd~. \,\1(.' have' p~r t ib pl;lnn ~d for 

Deu'mlwr p lus Ihe Annu,11 Di nner at Ihe stJeI o j 

fcbru ;try_ O ur COurs(' SCclSOrl has C.()me to an end but 

we w il l bp still he opcn 7 day~, flying w hL'fevcr the 

w L'iliher ,. llows. Do c.111 111<' oiiice Ii )'OU p l.ln 10 v i>i l 

fllid\>v{:ek/ ()r check out www.plidillg-c/uLJ.co.uk 
Tess Whiting 

Shropshire Soaring Group (Sleap) 
ONE III GH LIGHT W ,1S Oil Sl'pl~rnber 23 when lIve 

dirc rait flc\\1ahovf.' I O.UUOfl in south -e<btc.rl y W:lVC - .1n 

ullu,ual el i rC'( lion lor SI<?a p. w hich produced cloud 

lx'aring flO r6 emhlaflCt.:' to normal wave . Dave Trip lett 

gOI ." Iclf as Borth 011 Ihe W elsh COJ,I. Expedi l ion, 10 

Seigh inrrl. H us 80S. Dpnlligh .11l rl Fesh iebridgt' , alV Rick 

Prblwich up to 23.0(JOfl i ll SCOII ;l fl d ,In<.l Keil h ri'ld up 

10 hi' ankles in Wel les. AIi""i r Gi lso l; illli rowel hi ~ 

~ tJ.n di ng on IJst YI.o'<u in 111 <.' Junior N.1t ion :1I~. 

Uniounded oplimislll saw IhreE' oi uS I"nding Oul al 

Seighiorci conii clenl o i an aerolm\'. O nly Gh.11'1(>, w"bb 

m.mage:d to ge.t airhorn(' hefo re thl' 17.00hrs dead line. 

Vic CdrI' iln" joh n Calmur. look ing for Ihe sea hn '"zf' 

fronl ,vh ich "pgular ly prov ielf's uS lV ilh a i ,lS l fl ighl. lancl ­

ed Out ,1 t \'VrexhZl n1 . \ '\le .In-,' looking jo['w"(1rd to w lnler 

Wi1ve, i nc luding o() w('ck day~. Al l I(lu nches .i r0 by 
hipmunk; \\1(.' have thr(c:L' ru rlw,IY dire.ctions (\\'tl il <lh ll' . 

Ri ng 1110 on 01 ,) ) ') 210(0:144 ior delail,. 

Keith Field 

South Wales (Usk) 
C:ONCRf\ TU LATIONS 10 f\ncir('w Thumpsoll (SOI1 o ( 

gllciN I)ilol Boll i ior going soler on hi, 1(,Ih b irllt dcl), 
dc'sp ilt' p{)or we.l l iler. Congr(l lul.l t i(i n<;. ,l ls() to Kw\ 

;V\org,1n (i cl l l",r of g li ck'r pi lo l M ore) on firSI sulo, St('v, ' 

St ukes un his Cros~·cou l1tr'l Endnrse-n1 t' llt , Il1t1 S.ln fo::> lor 
'ilvcr height .1t1(1 d uriltio ll .m el Andrcw I,IOWS for Go ld 

cii stdnc('/D i:lmonci go.} 1un a d,ty whcn nl (..lj"(' 

C'xp<.:r ienlNI pilol;; fie·\\' no fu nhcr Ih,l n 200klfl . \<\1(' luuk 

fo r\V~rtl to :. \-v il1 ft'" 01 ri dg('-running ,1Ild w..lve. 

MPW 

Southdown (Parham) 
GU Y W ESTCI\ TE pUI UIJ I", Ll SUJI fld\\' Il'" ,WII)h" li( 
dcmon' l r.!l if)n .11 Shoreh,lIn', .1IlnLl.II ,lir ,ho\\,. I I" ,l lsu 

\Von Ih(, n(l tinndl open cld s: al!roh.ll iL C.h<1I11piu1l'sil ip . 

tV1a ny (ongr;:}luldt ioj',\ , too, t() flUI comp(" tilion qu,ld lor 
"om ing second in Ihe nalio ,,;)1 Inh 'f·duh I.L'Jguc . Uur 
nt:w FI i to be' St(,ve \rV<1Y .1nd we than k hi m iar 
I"k ing on Ihe job. Tlt Jnks .dsu In l'i ri"n B.lleson fur hi , 

ye..H~ of s('rv in '. f ie \\,;),-, ~() rt..'. li l!v0d itl p:t s. ing on the 

hurLien Ih.1I h . look II", club K-1 1, III Ihe' Cf Hll jJcln " I 

M ikf' H 'l sluck. 10 1O.OOOil-pl ll <; fl\'er SuliOIl flJn!.. (rom 

Ill<' w inch. Chris I.l rnes h" , S il v ~r; N igel MJxc'Y Gold 
d isl,HIC(', Jnel Ann;} M.l>':Cy $i lver cii sI;m L'.. Tritt! k'.s':;[) f1 ~ 

(J ilen bri ng in ('x-,lviJto rs hUI few mOrl' Inler(5ting thJn 
A lec: W ill iu l11s. who hand l cI " ur K· I J like ,1 Irue Vel('I'.,n. 

t-li :; p rcvious fli ght \\'as al Arnhen"l where, (lcl()rdi ng to 

him. Ihe onl . sign oi li fe ctmw irolll Ihe i l.lk ball 'rie> 

wh ich "hfld .J \ \ .. y- of ~p()i li ng d at 'cellt ci rcu it" . 

Peter Holloway 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 
E,\ RlY $c'p lel1lhcr 5i1 W lit" 1.1\1 oi Ih(, so.lring il ighls 

from Se ighiord . C()n1m i~t'rd tj () nS to Br itlf1 I \~arson who 

la nded five miles irom Ihi' ,l irfield on .1 Dial1lond go., 1 

;lIll'mpl. I'el(' Lowl' 1i\Sllr C~ ) lIl'w o\'('r .'lOOkm. lohn 

:vkl.. 'llIgh lill iDG 4()()1 COll1fJk'l'l'd '.lIlol l1(~ r ' HlOkm. ,1nd 

now hl1s an almo5t lI n surpdss~l hlc ICcJd in the C ro~!- ­

count ry I.adder. joe W es\W(JOO has Bronze.. Gr"h.l11l 

I3l1rton Si lver dU,Jl ion ann _Okm. P:tu l Crump Silver 

ht, jghl Jnd durat ion. ugust's Open DJ)'s were a great 

succe>,. Thil nks to Chri , jon(', oncl .. l l lhosQ who 
II "'ped. Pa ul Crul1lp linl'hed 2nd in Ihe Sport> 1•.1>5 in 

Ihe i\,llion.il Gl ider I\ ('toba li c Chill11piuMhilJ, JI S,11l 11), 

wh ile Glyn YJ ICS was 41h :11 Inlerll1edial" l.e,·,,1. Th" nks 

10 1'['1(· Low C'. member, l 'nj!lI'ed Ihl.' an nu.d Irip 10 

Mi li ie ld. e hrr s hlbnsol1 missed Si lver duralion Ill' lOur 

minutes! 1;111 D,Jvil:\~ ,l ild Lel' fedther~to lle dre ru nning 

(:',-Iriy rT\Orni llg ,lh init io c()u r ~e.s ()v<.'r thc' winter - I h c~l' 

have becm Sll ~ c('s5 fu / .1nd popul~l r in pr('vi o ll ~ yt'.l rs. 
Paul (Barney) Crump 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
C:ONC l{t\TU l. t\ TIONS 10 Robert AU~l i n on . ()Io ing .lIlel 
to D ave J()hnson on h iS Assistant I n~ t rllcto r R ~lt i nQ,. 

AWJrcl s .11 Ihe October AGM w ere; Club 1..lcldf ·r \1i. 
DavE' Bell l\>n; (2 ) Di all~ King; (.l l Mike Co ir'" ,,; he,1 

flighl in .1 - llJb gl ilier. Trevor Tihhels; T<l111 Sm il h 

Memoriill ICro 5 · Cf)U I1lr~'1. M.llk !'"dwell; must 

progress. N ick lai i rd" ; .,"Jside lrophv. Davl' ilenlon; 
eF I'> ,,,v,,,d. Di.1 nil King. The Anllua l COll1l11 illeC' Awards 

were: Anelv Cofte.' Sp ili ire Troph)'. Didna Ki no ior fly ing 

.lChit'vl'rnrnl; john Simon ill' Trophy. John D ickinson 

!compuler syslemsl; Fr('d 1"lain '5 Sh i, ' llI, Mart in 

(jr('eflwood; ( h "jrm':ln'~ pt:rsond! (lw;'I rd, PNc.r BI 'lir. 

i\"~J rtyll D (1Vi e~ ~tcps down .1S "eCrciMY .'llier ("'x ('pli()n.li 

service Lulm inaling ill successiu l Sports Council dnd 

IOlll'r), .rppliclliIH1>. DC'fI ,k Phi l lips r('l ire, ifS It'ch lli edl 

ofiiu 'r ,, (t ('f ~({Jdr~ oj nv(;!rsul' ing, .l dvi 5i ng and r ·c1~ i rn · 

ing glider;;;, for club <-\ nd ~ynd i cl-llL's . Tit ·i r ti rne, j1.11i('I1( 

ilnd Ill'rsiSl"l lCP 1 ,1I111()1 1)(' n",a, urecl bUI hOlh were 

aw'lrdecl iull il vi ng Iii " memb ·rsh ip. 
Harry Williams 

Surrey & Hants (lasham) 

The d icCI o f our improved floE'1 i, highQt uS(' Ih"n Ih(, 


pwvioll~ y('ar and ,1 numher oi ;lChipvenwnt:-;, induding 


Sailplane & Gliding 
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BronLC' ior Mi ke. Jackson ,mel L.llJ(Cfl C(, \:\Ioli, ,md i lver 

ior ' hri~ Mf'i soll. 13,my ,\ ld,'«I,II I<-, ;1I1 r1 Gr,lIldfn 
I'rophel. EVl'n I m,)tlc " Cold claim which CdpS ,1 yea r 
where 1') Sil",'r !e'gs w.'r.' I 1,l il lled, th re" Golu and 
Ihr('C' Dia lllond. Congr;1lu l;llioll <; 10 r\lI c:. t.l ir Nunn on 

winning Ilw B()nker RC!g inn.tI ... ;1I')d 10 Pete ("'asson un 

2nd 1' 1;1'-" ,11Ihl.' lun iors [sec 1"42) - seven entries out oi 
so wefl ' irnm 0111' clui>. i \ DiKu, weill 10 Red ling 
University 's heshl'IS' I'"ir is"" pSI); wel l done 10 Anna 
We'lls who ironlecl Ihe e~cn t. 

lohn Simmonds 

The Soaring Centre (Husbands Bosworth) 
W[ wo :c.. 1111' Inter-dub League n,lllnna l iinal hdd at 
Il us 130' over thu ugusl ba n" hol idav \Voekc'nd . Many 
th.lIlks to t'vl?r),c,Hle ,,~;' h{,l competed during thp Ye',H, 

Cnngratlll'llions 10: 1\1,l rl i l1 Pull 'n, lohn Jam :!S, John 
Gal\'in , Joan Seed. Chri Smilh, David Walsh ;md D""" 
Stl\Wdrt ( ~olo) : Simon ' rn ith \Si lvcr dist..:II ~ ce); IOdn 
Lcon.mi IG(Jld dl>ti1IK ' Diamond go,) Ii. Derek Ahhel' 
completed Di,)mond with a SOOkl11 i li ghl in Sefltcmbcr 
in Fr"n,l'. Til l' "blliE' bell ' \V,IS nea rl y r<o'<:I ;lim" d by ,\;Iikr' 
Young and John Birch from Gransden lodge, who 

.ll lllo; t made it to thl.' cl ub in thc'ir T-2 1. Bauer luck next 
111111'. ~oh Srown luoks lik" claiming Ih' 1,.1511OOkm of 
Ihl.' Y('clr, on Octobl'r 19. Our annu al cli nn r/priLcgiving 

\\"ill be;)l the club on JanuJf)' ! 3. Gl id"rs have been 
dispJlri1l'd 10 i\ uslralia and South Afri ca ior 1111" winter, 
Jlld instructo rs zl re hel1ding as tar aiidd as Nev.' 

Z,'aland and Jama ica . Lucky devils. 
Siobhan Hindle)· 

Trent Valley (Kirton in lindsey) 
GORDON Bowes (K-6E ), Oic" Han nig,lIl IAstir) and 
Mark Eurland (Nimbus 2) have ilown JOOkm triangl es. 
Paul Dauhany h,), Sil vC'r height and Simon Cra ll l has 
completed his Sil v"r wi th iive hours. J(l(' Whea ll'r h"s 
soloed, Daniel Si mms has J one-hour flight alld 
:'\mm~ln B(JWf:'S (1 nronlc leg, \ r\!e were represented il t 

the WoldsTwo-Se',lte'r Comp hy Ihro:'(' tcams \Vilh the 
Marianne' com ing 4t h. TIll' \\'l ,lI-suppml l,d C'xl'f,d il ion to 
Dcnhigh W,lS spo il t hy poor w(l,l ther. 

lohn Kitchen 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
lIS: 1\ rWE AK)' summer Ben Smyt h did wc' lI to i ll' his 
live h () ur~ en tire ly in tberm..ll ':). J 'S Bernard Sj lke fI ( ' \\' t1 

110km crc,,;·hordc'r tr iangle 10 Coo"tn",n and Moville 
in Co DnnC:.\g(ll. M':lI1dil' Ir\ovi n ~()Ioed in S{o:~p ternh€.·r 

whilc J ~lV Nethercott \\\lS burn ishing h i ~ new IJI' l and 

prl'pdring to jo in l ilt' tuggie 1('.JIll, In r('tu rn lor (wt'rnight 

h.lngcHage British unl im ited (1crohJ. ti cs champion 

'power) Mark I('if.'ries fll,\\, ,I displa" OV«f our fip ld in 
his 2(JOhp si ngh'·seat Laser .1'200 - ;111 till' more 
~ I un ni ng ill ,1 40kt w ino w hich grou lldt~d u~. Not o nly 

pu nu its hut SOil ring's r<l hhi ts an' sought by tv\i chdC:'1 
i"kSnrll'Y ior (, l unt t's! J t ou r n iil('-oay C. Ul1 P nl'x t April. 
Tlw ""st('r flunny compel it ion will be inlormal , siml)k', 
lUll - but rewa rdi ng. No form,, 1entry npeded - just tu rn 

up. Two classe" i ree dist,1I1Cl' ior wood; sel i-selecled 
(Iosee! c ircuits for .lnything hJndicdppcd dt <)0 or morc, 

Bob Rodwell 

Vale of White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
T! IE AUTUMN lurm 'd out qu ill' well. In Serlcmher Inn 
Il ub;H1d ilew JOOkm 10 l omplC'tc hi, Gold, ancllherc 
W, l S qui te' (1 lot of ~uari ng duri ng t11 (;\ month. In ('Jrly 

On o/)('r Ed Foggin .l ll e! Gr(lhd ll1 Turner g<li rll'd l lll'i r f u ll 

rtlt ings I:l fte r S d<ly~ at Rin'ster w hc Tl every day W(l S 

flyahle, clnd J cou pl e' ('\'('n soar.lble, As WP hCild into 

win ter W t ' <l rt ' ('xpl(Jr ing 1l ()~sib i li l ie5 for hclivng (1 tu g nn 

a rcgul.lr bdSi ~, and for IJOrrow ing the BGA\ P UCh~KZ 

lor a wC-'ek('nd to hrighten lI jl thp shortC'r, colder dClys. 

Graham Turner 

Vectis (Bembridge) 
:\T TilE ~ hHing C ('fl l rt' during /\ ugust , Brnn/(~ t3i1dge 

Endorsements wc're completed by Tim BlH'k l(,y, Terry 

December 2000 - January 2001 

Miles Bailey, 16-year-old soloist in a Discus at Wolds 
(Photo courtesy of the Evening Press, York) 

McKinley, f'h il Kirbv ,mel l'dUI lenn ings. Sil ver distance 
,md heighI gil in also by Tim Buckley and Sil " cr hoight 
,\nd duration by TeIT), McKinlev ,mci Phil Kirb)'. John 
LC'onJrd and Peter ruppe'ns did Diamond goa ls, while 
b"ck Oil Ihe Isle oi Wighl D,wid Fe'M (omplt't"cI his 
Bronze.. /'\ugust Jnd SC'ptcmher prov ided some very 

good soaring on th' Isle oi Wi/lht, wi lh suv"ral 
members maki ng, by island landards, long mdurJnce 
fli ght>. V av ilyi ng at boo nu W;J5 .lIt mpted hI' 
l11embcrs in ep lemlw r \v ith disappointing rc;;ults 
0lthough mort~ fly ing '>\I<lS ac hieved t h i~ YCdr than I;lst. 

Peler Seago 

Weiland (lyveden) 
IN MID-AUGUST we enjoyed a SCA snarin g course, 
run by Simon I\d lard. h 'c:ryone ielt they had learned 
50mdhi llg nt'\\': grf'.1t t h ing~ will be expccted of !h ~ 'm 

next sellson~ In SeptQmber, we were well represcn tcu Jt 

Tihen ham for the I\nglia Cup. Howard ~ arnard in his 
Astir won lhl' novice class on the iirst d<1Y, The annu,, 1 

cluh expeditioll went to Su lton 8Jllk, hiring Ihe BGA 
DG 500, wh ich was flown to 12,300fl by ,\;I J(k Prickett 
cln d Peter Pedrso n, ,1ccompani l:'d by SIt:\\'C A lgeo in the 

DG 100. i\ncly Lockwood and I'(!ter Heywood did iield 
Ictnding checks, which I'der immedic1tely us('d hI' I,w el­
ing his K-6 nut. Congr<llu l ~l t i o n s to P(ltrick Duerden o n 

so loing and \Vernf' r LeutlPld on becomi ng Sen ior 
Regi :)11,1 1 t.x;l l11 inef ior the Thames reg ion. 

lane Cooper 

Wolds (Pocklington) 
FO LLOWING a very success iu l season w ilh Bob Fox, 
lohn Sm il h and many olhers achievi ng excdlent reSu lls 
in Ihe North ern:. and Club ·Iass ,'Jd l iulldl s, we ..1 rp 

hegin ning to sell le down to <l w inter Sl'Json of teach ing, 

speci fi c dying trai ning ,lnd !'loc ia lising. I~ l1 unllx'r of 
memhers hdvP trctve lh; d oli to Ahoyne for sume serious 

W<.WC:-.' fI ~f i ng, ,\ ,\ iles Blli ley J six teen yeJ r old (gui ng on 

iiily-i ive, delinqucnt has gone so lo, defying logic and 
mprli( (l l science ti S we knuw it, and is no\o\.' dclerminl'd 

to mJst~ r tr.Ktor driving, Bon fire nigh t is b~i n g p la nned, 

~l S is the Chris tm as bash w hen aWd rd s, p rizes, and 

Obituaries 
Niall O'Sullivan - Wrekin GC 
N II\LL, w hose fat her John dnd you nger brother 
Aa ro n wer,' also vVrekin members, was kill ed 
in ,1 road acci dent o n August 11. N i,lll ri1[ely 
mi ssed u weekend at the c lub and over th is 
seJ$on compl eted hi s Bron ze Badge an d Sil ver 
he ight and duration. H e luved gliding Jnd had 
J b ri ght future il hcJd o f him bo th in g liding and 
in hi s career in A ir Trilffi c Co ntro l. Nial l cam e 
from a !rul y gli di ng fami ly. }\i\o ther and fa ther 
Vil l and lohn ME' well-known througho ut the 
RAFGSA, lohn lw ing a former Wrek in CFI. H e 
dnd Va l are now livil1g in G ib ra lter and A,1["CJIl is 
at uni vers ity in England. Condolences and 
tho ughts are with them a ll. 
Sheila Russon 

ml!cule Me h nd cI out. A reLent iree " Ie nighl inc 

evening v isit vo lunteers drc\>\' a oood crowd, w ho 


w iln l.'»"d explod ing con tr<lcepl ives Jl1d 'wal l oi fire' 

fell ts o n a l1lotorised scooter for Iheir entertainment, 


cou rtesy oi Dave and Charl ie Tagg. The club is to devel ­

op d five yell r p lan, wh ich w ill incilide <1 m issi(j n statC' ­


ment, l inancid l t.1rgds and flyi ng ohjectives . VVe ,l im to 


improve !ly ing, our organi salion and i.::l ilil ics, to make. 

Ih" club wOrlh)' of d "alional reputat ion. 

Ged McCann 


Wrekin (Cosford) 
AUGUST and Sl'PtPmher made up for Ihe l'aflier poor 
conditions. The eF I came second in the Gfill1 SUen 
RegionaLs. W"II done', Trc,,1 The :lClded strip to th ., 
,)iri ield is begi nni ng 10 look I,mdahlc air ~dy, The cluh­
hou se Ci1l11e into its own th is SUmn1('f with a group of 

you nger members stayi ng each weekend, helping 10 get 

flying s t~lrt (' cI ca rl y. Jo hn R.ochfort has reso locd ann 
achieved hi s Bronze and motorglider r;)l ing. The motor­
glider is due to hl' recovered, w ith 1\t1ick Dav is taki ng 

the lead. Til(' cl uh has h" ei more Ihdn ils iair sh,Hl' oi 
tragl:.'ci ies over the past ye.1 r and lost two act ive 

nwrnhers in JuliiH1 Pdszki <lnd i\J i ~tl l (~<.!e ob i t u ~lrY, 

b"low). We hop' I)('xt )' 'ill' will bring happier times. 
Sheila Russon 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
TOWAR DS the enrl of tlw se;)snn \Ve h,ld some shorl 
cross·cnuntr), tasks ~ nd Sil ver legs. CQngrJluldlions 10 
Eri c Smith , who won the B clalS at Lash,l m Rpglon,lls. 
Aiter hMd work by a few club members, Ihl' Fa lke's 
engine h,lS b~cn completely ov('rhilU lpr!. O n the soc ial 

side, Ihe barn da llce w,,, much enjoyed. The I\GM in 
Novemher w il l be iollo\Vc'd hI' ,I i ir("vorks competil ioll . 
Our Christmas I'drly, 011 Ihe Decemb", 2, w ill be he lel 
in Ihe Mess at Upavon . Before the end oi the yc~ r Ch ri s 
MiHr(' n should have equipment cHld l icensing to l••\f ry 

out RT liccnc' traini ng and examinat ion .11 Ihe club. We 
arc. hav ing the c.:lb~ ll nu controls orboth Tos! winch('~ 

pro fessio n.l ll y re.desig ned, \·vith greall! r comfort (lnd 
s<lfC'ty as well as e~lsy maintenance in m ind, 

Gavin Deane 

York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
OCTOBER 4 ii n,l ll \, g,we us a ripeenl w~vc day: lay 
Sm il h «cacheci 17, 500it. w ith Richard K,lli n eio ing d 
400km. The GGA DC -'00 wi ll be at the club by th e 
t ime this goes to pri nt, giv ing m('mbers flights in " 

ilapped glass two- " ,;\l l'r; 1;11"1' in thl' ",i nu.,r till' SCA 
DUll Discus w ill be ava ilah le insle,l d. The grassed are,1S 
hJv(' hel'n mai nta ined 10 virlud ll y' go lf gr(\Prl stClnci<Hd ~ 

by ~ic k Boddy, Er ic Rogers and Ceorgc M cLean, w ho 

do a superb job. We have had a good crop of flrnnz('s 
and Cross-coun try endorsements ~1 nd Cl hea lthy nU11lhl'r 

Oll lev\" Illumb('rs, we hope nex t se<l S0n w ill S('C hetter 

cross-coun try condi tions. \. . 
Mike Cohler ~ 

Chris Scott - Kestrel GC 
CHRIS joined us from 622VGS at U pJvon, 
w here he w as CF I fo r m any yea rs. bri ng ing with 
him an infecti ous enthu siasm Jnd much experi­
ence (rom a g l id ing ca reer spann ing more than 
three decJdes. Start ing as a staff cadet at 
623VGS Ta ngm ere. he went o n to beca me ,l n 
instruc tor and commi ss io ned . H e was C FI at 
622 VGS O ld Sarutn , wh ich moved to Upavon. 
On jo ining us he rap id ly became CF I. As well 
hi s VGS commitmc'nts he o ften instruc ted at 
PortmoJ k and Syers to n .Ownin g and operat ing 
,1n aircraft as a PPL, Chris lugged (or the 
Dorset/Wilts GC and il ew for the Gi rl s V nture 
Corps, O ne o f Iif(;' '5 net contr ibutors, he gave 
fa r m ore to g liding and the air cadet> th an he 
took. 
Simon Boyden 
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Rather like our clients, who all have very different 
requirements. Which is probably why they appreciate 
our policy of personal service at all times! 

hell aviation
I insurance 

services ltd 

Phone, fax or write to: Stephen Hill 

Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 

Unit 1 A, Sycamore Business Park, Copt Hewick, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 5DF 

- Directory 
- ContactsGliding Club 
- Automatic correspondence/e-mai l New) 
- Duty rota 
- Membership 
- FlYing accounts 
- finance management 
- Flight bookmgs 
- Flight logThe Ultimate Management System for Gliding Clubs 
- FlYIng courses scheduling and booking 
- Hangarage 
- Trailers and club spaces management 
- Remote on-line enquiries for members 
- ExtenSIve report fadlltles 

GOGliding.com - Internet Integration (lie",,) 

thr' rnct'llflg Jl<IInt Ill< lhe gliding Community 

www.ldeaIMlcrosystems.com Now Available! 
Ch~rchfield House. 5 The Crescent, Cheadle, Stockport, SK8 IPS Prices start at £ 523AO + VAT. 


Phone: OIGI 4282233 Fax : 016142.82.333 Email: Info Ide.aIMlcrosystems.com Contact us and request y our free evaluation c opy. 
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BGA Badges 

No Pilot Club Date GOLD BADGE (CONTINUED) StLVER BADGE 

DIAMOND BADGE 2139 Nei l Irving Scottish GC 2218100 10788 Stephen Hams Essex & Suffolk 11 /8100 
577 Steve Ayres Keevil 10/6/00 2140 John Strzebrakowski Weiland 3017100 10789 Jane Jervis Shenington 1118/00 
578 Keilh Walton Portsmoulh Naval 18/7100 2141 Malcolm Winter Yorkshire 20mOO 10790 Michael Thompson Shenington 15/8/00 
579 Nicholas Hughes Lasham 1817100 2 t 42 Stephen Brooker Lasham 3017100 1079 1 Christopher Jones Shalbourne 11 /8/00 
580 
581 

Colin JacKson 
Michael Wells 

Booker (Le Blanc) 
Lasham 

1817100 
18/7/00 

2143 
2144 

Greville Earle 
Frederick Tucker 

Black Mountains 
Southdown 

2918/00 
23/8100 

10792 
10793 

Brian Irwin 
Tim Freegarde 

Ulster 
Sicester 

12i8100 
518/00 

582 Anthony Miles Lasham 18/7100 2145 Jonathan Huband Vale 01 White Horse 319100 10794 Andrew Cronk Weiland 51 00 
583 
584 
585 

Derek Abbey 
Damian Ie Raux 
Richard Arkle 

Hus Bas (Chauv}gny) 1717100 
Soulhdown 18/7100 
Deeside 3/6/00 

2146 
2147 

Peter Brown 
Geoff Chaplin 

Bicester 
Lasham 

20/8100 
21 16100 

10795 
10796 
10797 

Phill ip Collier 
Sean Parramore 
James Hiley 

Stratford 
Booker 
Soaring Centre 

2 1/7100 
1016100 
1118/00 

586 John Turner Beaker 1118/00 10798 Peter Hull Culdrose 2018100 
587 
588 
589 
590 

Richard Large 
James Allen 
Graham Turner 
Raben Thirkill 

Soaring Centre 
Black Mountains 
VoWGC (Mmden) 
Lasham 

1717100 
2018100 
2116100 

319100 

Gold height 
Kim Tippie 
Kenneth Marsden 
George Knighl 

Lasham 6111 199 
Wyvern (Sama Cilia) 24 /7100 
Cambridge 2718100 

10799 
10800 
10801 
10802 
10803 

Simon Castleman 
Walter Baumann 
Trevor Mills 
Paul Taverner 
Colin Martin·Pili 

Soaring Centre 
Staffordshire 
London 
Norfolk 
Ratttesden 

11 /8iOO 
20/8/00 
1918/00 
11 /8/00 
16/8/00 

10804 Anthony Richards Heron 20 /8/00 
Diamond distance 
1·823 Sieve Ayres 
1·824 Peler Palerson 
1·825 Keith Walton 
t ·826 Nicholas Hughes 
1·827 Philip Jarvis 
1-828 Colin Jackson 
1-829 Michael Wells 
1·830 Anthony Miles 
1-831 Derek Abbey 
1·832 Damian Ie Roux 
1·833 Philip Kirk 
1-834 Mark Parker 
1-835 Andy Sanderson 
1·836 Chris Bailey 
1·837 Bob Hilchin 
1-838 Diana King 
1-839 John Turner 
1-840 Roderic Hamilton 
1·841 Richard Large 
1-842 Ashley Birkbeck 
1·843 James Allen 

Keevil 
lasham 

1016/00 
2117100 

Portsmouth Naval 1817/00 
Lasham 1817/00 
Booker (Le Blanc) 1717100 
Booker (Le Blanc) 1817/00 
Lasham 1817100 
Lasham 1817100 
Hus Bas (Chauvigny) 1717100 
Southdown 18/7100 
Southdown 2017100 
Cotswold 2017100 
Essex & Suffolk 
Essex & Suffolk 
Bath, W ilts ... 
Stratford 
Booker 
Booker 
Soaring Centre 
Booker 
Black Mountains 

11 18/00 
1118/00 
2017100 
2018100 
11 18100 
11 18100 
1717/00 
11 18100 
2018/00 

Gold distance 
Peter Belcher 
Gary Coppin 
James Mousely 
Ralph Bowslield 
Philip Morrison 
Tony Head 
Antony Hooper 
Mike Garwood 
Derek Coppin 
Kim Tippie 
Alan Redington 
Martin Parsons 
Bryan Smith 
Richard Arkle 
Michael Jenks 
Ed Faxon 
Barbara Fairclough 
Bob Hitchin 
Tim. Davies 
Fran Knowles 

Cambridge 
Lasham 
Bidlord 
COlswold 
Devon & Somerset 
Bicester 
South Wales 
Lasham 
Lasham 
Lasham 
Cornish (Ocana) 
Vectis (Ocana) 
Essex & Suffolk 
Deeside 
Bath, Wilts .. 
Lasham 
Devon & Somerset 
Bath. Wilts ... 
Cranwell 
Four Counties 

10/6(00 
18/7100 
2017100 
1717100 
2716100 
18/7100 
1817100 
21/7100 
18/7100 
6111 199 
9/7100 
917100 

11 /8/00 
316/00 

1917100 
2017100 
19mOO 
2017100 
12i8l00 
2018100 

10805 
10806 
10807 
10808 
10809 
10810 
10811 
108 i 2 
108 13 
10814 
1081 5 
108 16 
108 1 7 
10818 
10819 
10820 
10821 
10822 
10823 
10824 
10825 
t 0826 

DaVid Wilson 
Trevor Bainbridge 
Erdinch Ustenler 
Geoffrey Reeves 
Shirley Barker 
ChriS. Pennilold 
John Fryer 
Brian Martin 
David Williamson 
Ahmet Salahi 
Richard Carter 
Barry Larby 
David Readlearn 
Ross Clillon 
William Prophet 
Bruce Hudson 
John Melvin 
Greg Rice 
Stephen Stanwix 
Richard Cook 
Alan Green 
Michael Hazzard 

Newark & Nalls 
Shenington 
Bicester 
East Sussex 
Kent 
Portsmouth Naval 
Wolds 
North Devon 
Black Mountains 
Crusaders 
Cots wold 
Lasham 
Newark & Notts 
Ken t 
Lasham 
Wyvern 
London 
Booker 
Dorset 
London 
Booker 
Portsmouth Naval 

1118/00 
2018100 
3017/00 
2718/00 
21 18/00 
2 118100 

717100 
1/8100 

28/7100 
26/7100 
2318/00 
2017100 
3018100 
2018/00 

419100 
3018100 
28/800 

3018100 
319100 

1717/00 
30/8100 

619100 
1·844 Graham Turner VoWGC (Minden) 21 16100 Raymond Brecknock London 22/8/00 t 0827 David Voigts Bicester '21 /7100 
1·845 RobM Thirkill Lasham 319100 John Bugbee Devon & Somerset 2318100 t 0828 Stephen Butler Denbigh 319/00 

Adam Clarke Bicester 21 17/00 10829 David Bradley Yorkshire 819/00 
Gordon Bowes Trent Valley 20/8/00 10830 Derek Fawcett Lasham 11 18/00 

Diamond goal John Lewis Midland 2018100 10831 Gary Bust in Buck minster 319/00 
2·2728 Gary Coppin Lasham 18/7100 David Williamson Black Mntns (Minden)2817100 10832 Andrew Bates Scottish GC 319iOO 
2·2729 James Mousely Bidlord 2017100 Roger Bowker Heron 2018/00 10833 Michael Wall Bidlord 22i8100 
2·2730 Philip Morrison Devon & Somerset 2716100 John Leonard Vectis 2317100 10834 Alun Jenkins Booker 3017100 
2·2731 Tony Head Bicesler 1817100 Mark Erlund Trent Valley 2018100 10835 Mike Small Bannerdown 29/8100 
2·2732 Antony Hooper South Wales 18/7100 Philip Hayward Norlolk 16/8100 10836 Simon Grant Trent Valley 23/8100 
2·2733 Derek Coppin Lasham 18i7100 Nell Irving Scollish GC 2218100 10837 Anthony Hoskins Cotswold 2218/00 
2·2734 Alan Redington Cornish (Ocana) 917100 Croft Brown Bowland Forest 1118/00 10838 Julian Miller Booker 1518/00 
2·2735 Martin Parsons Vectis (Ocana) 917100 John Slrzebrakowsk, Weiland 30/7100 10839 David Siocombe Burn 20 /8100 
2·2736 Donald Connolly Devon & Somerset 2017100 Malcolm Winter Yorkshire 2017100 
2·2737 
2·2738 

Brenda Pridal 
Bryan Smith 

Lasham 
Essex & Suffolk 

11 18/00 
1118100 

Peter Tuppen 
Stephen Brooker 

Veelis 
Lasham 

3018100 
3017100 

UK CROSS-COUNTRY DtPLOMA 

2-2739 Richard Arkle Deeslde 1018/00 
2·2740 Michael Jenks Balh , Wills.. 19/7100 
2-2741 Ed Faxon Lasham 2017100 
2·2742 Barbara Fairclough Devon & Somerset 19/7100 
2·2743 Bob Hitchln Bath . Wilts.. 2017100 
2·2744 Fran Knowles Four Counties 2018/00 
2·2745 John Bugbee Devon & Somerset 2318100 
2·2746 Adam Clarke Bicester 2117100 
2·2747 Gordon Bowes Trent Valley 2018/00 
2-2748 John Lewis Midland 20/8100 
2-2749 David Will iamson Black Mntns (Minden)2817100 
2-2750 John Leonard Veclis 2317100 
2·2751 Mark Erlund Trent Valley 2018/00 
2·2752 Philip Hayward Norfolk 16/8100 
2-2753 Croll Brown Bowland Forest 11 /8100 
2-2754 John Strzebrakowski Weiland 3017100 
2·2755 Malcolm Winter Yorkshire 2017100 
2-2756 Peter Tuppen Vectis 30/8/00 
2-2757 Stephen Brooker Lasham 3017100 
2-2758 Michael Pettican Aquila 319 /00 
2·2759 Greville Earle Black Mountains 29/8100 
2·2760 Justin Warwick Surrey & Hants 2017100 
2·2761 Jonathan Huband Vale 01 White Horse 319100 
2·2762 Peter Brown Bicester 20 }8/00 
2·2763 Geoff Chaplin Lasham (Minden) 21 16/00 
2·2764 Andrew James South Wales 2018100 

2127 
2128 
2129 
2130 
2131 
2132 
2133 
2134 
2135 

GOLD BADGE 
Philip Morrison 
Kenneth Marsden 
Antony Hooper 
Mike Garwood 
Kim Tippie 
Richard Arkle 
Tim Davies 
Fran Knowles 
John Bugbee 

Devon & Somerset 2716/00 
Wyvern (Sama Cilia) 24/7100 
South Wales 18/7/00 
Lasham 2117100 
Lasham 2 117100 
Deeside 316100 
Cranwell 12/8100 
Four Counties 20}8100 
Devon & Somerset 2318/00 

10762 
10763 
10764 
10765 
10766 
10767 
10768 
10769 
10770 
10771 
10772 
10773 
10774 
10775 
10776 
10777 
10778 
10779 
10780 
10781 
10782 
10783 
10784 

Michael Petti can 
Greville Earle 
Frederick Tucker 
Justin Warwick 
Jeffery Heard 
Jonathan Huband 
Bryan Searle 
Peter Brown 
Brian Pearson 
Geoff Chaplin 
Andrew James 

Aquila 
Black Mountains 
Southdown 
Surrey & Hants 
Siaffordshire 
Vale of White Horse 
Aquila (Tocumwa~ 
Bicester 
Staffordshire 
Lasham (Minden) 
South Wales 

SILVER BADGE 

Richard Hadlow Bath, Wilts .. 
Sandra Gillmeister Two Rivers 
Barry Furness Norfolk 
David Walker Bannerdown 
Guy Hall Scollish GC 
Barry Alderslade Lasham 
Stephen Phillips London 
Richard Mitchell Buckminster 
George Green Essex & Suffolk 
David Gould Shenington 
Christopher Melsom Lasham 
Adam Gilmore Soaring Centre 
Bryn Floyd Strallord on Avon 
Michael Pettican Aquila 
Anna Maxey Southdown 
John Dadson Cambridge 
David Champion Southdown 
Mark Davis London 
Lisa Wong Bicester 
Michael Love Aquila 
Tim Charlesworth Lasham 
Dean Penney Cornish 
Richard Verrall Lasham 

319100 
2918100 
2318/00 
2017100 
21 17100 

319100 
812100 

2018100 
2017100 
21 16100 
2018100 

2017100 
2117100 
2017100 
19/7100 
15/7100 
1917/00 
19/7100 
30mOO 
19/7100 
18/7100 
1617/00 
11 /1100 
11 /7100 
919199 

19/7100 
19/7100 
19/7100 
3017100 

518100 
2017100 
2017100 
20 /7100 

518100 

Pts 1 &2 Ed Faxon 
Pt 1 Robert Holroyd 
Pt 1 Jeremy Pook 
Pt 1 Anna Maxey 
Pt 1 Colin Neil 
Pt 1 Mary Hazlewood 
Pt 1 Robert Leacrolt 
Pt I Robert Boughen 
Pt 1 James Ewence 
Pt t Tim Freegarde 
Pt 1 Stan Kochanowski 
Pt 2 Jonathan Holmeljord 
Pt 2 Phil Tiller 
Pt 1 Michael Love 
Pts 1&2 Andrew Preston 
Pt 1 David Bieniasz 
Pt 1 Trevor Bainbridge 
Pt 1 John Fryer 
Pt 1 Melvyn Chapman 
Pt 1 James Slater 
Pts 1&2 Brian Darton 
Pt 1 Ahmet Salahi 
Pt 1 Richard Carter 
Pts 1&2 Jim White 
Pt t Roger Lennard 
Pt 1 Robert Tatlow 
PI 1 Emma Norris 
Pt 2 Trevor Bainbndge 
Pt 1 Paul Browne 
Pt 1 Alan Green 
Pt 1 Timolhy Stanley 
Pt 2 Justin Warwick 
Pt 1 Robert Ingham 
Pt 1 Andrew Turk 
Pts 1 &2 Jonathan Huband 
Pts 1&2 Alex Marshall 
Pt 1 Andrew Smith 

Lasham 
Wolds 

1717100 
2716100 

Buckmlnster 17/700 
Sout,hdown 21/7100 
Essex & Suffolk 1917/00 
Lasham 30/7100 
Soaring Centre 2017100 
Burn 3017100 
Aquila 518100 
Bicester 5/8/00 
Burn 3017100 
Cambridge 3017100 
Soaring Centre 2717100 
Aquila 3017100 
Aquila 1717/00 
Trent Valley 12i8100 
Shenington 21 17/00 
Wolds 7/7100 
Staffordshire 2117/00 
London 2918100 
Essex & Suffolk 1118100 
Crusaders 3017100 
Cots wold 11/8100 
Booker 11 /8100 
London 30/8100 
Newark & Nalls 12/8100 
Bowland Forest t 518100 
Shenington 3018/00 
Cambridge Uni 4/9100 
Boo ker 22/8100 
Yorkshire 27 /8100 
Surrey & Hants 18/7/00 
Bowland Forest 1518100 
Trent Valley 1218100 
V 01 White Horse 319100 
Booker 2117/00 
Norfolk 1818100 

2136 
2137 
2138 

Adam Clarke 
David Williamson 
Roger Bowker 

Bicester 21 17/00 
Black Mntns (Minden) 28/7/00 
Heron 20/8100 

10785 
10786 
10787 

Andrew Quick 
Michael Derwent 
Anthony Jennings 

Heron 
Cranwell 
Cambridge 

1218/00 
12/8100 
28 /7/00 John Gilbert 

AEROBATICS 
Inl Unknown 1019100 
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Safety
-----------------, 

Flashes don't show up well in 

Trials to check whether red 
markings make gliders easier 
to see produced a surprising 
result. S&G reports 

TO DISCOVER whether red noses and 
flilshcs on the wings make gl iders eils ier to 
see in the ai r, conspi cu ity triill s haw been 
carr ied out at the RAFGSA Centre, Sicester, 
under the supervision of Dr Tony Head, 
Humiln Factors Group, College of 
Aeronautics, Cranfie ld University, supported 
by the SGA. The trials cou ld not h,lVe been 
completed without the help of Ted Norman 
(Manager RAFGSA Cent re), Peter Striltten 
(SGA safety office r), Barry Elliot and LorniJ 
Hutchings, all of whom donated their time 
to enable the completion of the tri als. 

Aim co-ord inated by a rad io ca ll. so that the 'other' crew \'V,15 now sea rching 
Many owners h,lVe placed Day-Gin and For the first six runs, one MC flew in for the MG with the Day-Clo patches 
other coloured patches on their gliders in on <1 tl'ilck of 2250 for all six runs, while and vice verS,l. Thus the trial was fully 
the belief that conspicu it y is C'nhanced. the other fl ew a rJndom (and therefore randomiscd. \,IVh en crews Sigh ted the other 
However, no evidence has been present d unpredi ctJb le) track of 0450, 1350 and M G, they ca lled "Ma rk" on the radio and 
to support the use of such 'conspicuity 3150 . This produced a pattE'rn of the 'other' noted their dist"n e froIII the central po in t 
aids'. The aim of the trials WilS to objectively MG appearing from either lett as ind ica ted bv GPS. Once both MGs had 
evaluate the usefulness of Day-Glo patches been Sighted o'r the minimulll safety distance 
as conspicuity aids to gliders. 'There is evidence that of 0.2nlll was reached, crews reversed 

Two Grob '109 motor-gliders (MGs) were track and began the next run.breaking up the outline of an 
used for the trials. They were predominantly 

aircraft by painting itwhite, and effec ti vely identical, the on ly Results 
difference being the addit ion of Day-Glo or adding stripes may The mea n detection distance for all trials 
stripes added to the leading edges of the was 2.54nlll, w ith rilnges from zero (i .e.make it more difficult to detect' 
wings of one MG (see photographs). Each undetected) to 5.1 nm. The MG wi th 
cilrr ied a pi lot and observer. Both crews had right or head on, with the direction being Day-Glo piltches was det'e ted ilt a mean 
considerable gliding and power experience. predictable for one MG but not for the other. d istance of 2.59nlll and the MC without 

In the first trial, crews were briefed to fly Following six runs, the MC roles were patches WJS detected at il dist,lnce of 
away from a cen trdl poin t at 2,300ft AGL reversed and another six runs comp leted . 2.51 nm. The difference, though, was not 
and 70kt ground speed (as indicilted by Runs were commenced il t 4nm from sta ti sticall y significant. 
GPS). Each crew were given headings to ily the centra l poi nt. When an MC WdS on a pred ictJble 
for both outward and inward tracks. Runs Th second trial , on a s parate day, was (i.e. known to the other crew who were 
were divided into blocks of six w ith both pre ise ly the same as tri, l one, with the sed rching fur it) inbou nd track, allowing the 
MGs begin ning th -' ir runs at the same tillle, except ion that the crews swapped aircraft crew of the other MG to search in on ly one 

direction, then the target MG WilS detected 
at a range of 2.64nm. When the PJth of the 
target MC was not predictJble, it was 
detected at a range of 2.47nm. The differ­
ence was not statisticil il y sign ifi CCl nt. 

When the target MG WClS convel'ging 
frOIll the left the meJn detection distance 
was 3.03nm, from the right 2.56nlll Jnd 
from head on 2.07nm. The one run when 
the crew of one MG failed to detect the 
other at all was from a heael-on approilch. 

The mean detection distance for ,1 11 trials 
was 2.54nm which, ilt a ground speed of 
70kts for each aircraft represents a heael-on 
clos ing speed of 140kts Cl nc! a tillle to colli­
sion of 1min ~seco nds. Discounting the run 
when thc Illotorglicler (incidentally with 
Day-G lu) WilS not detected at elll , there was 
onc other run w here the motor gl ider (vvith 
Day-Glo) W<lS detected at O.fD nm, and 
,-lIlother when the motorglider (without 

Sailplane & Gliding 

Despite fluorescent flashes on Grab G- l 09'5 wings. test pilots were unable to see the motorglider on some runs 
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sight test 

Day-Glo) WJS detected at O. 9Bnm. Time to 
collision in th ese two cases would be on ly 
21 seconds Jild 25 seconds respective ly if 
th e ai rcraft arc' convergi ng head-on. The 
danger of failing to mai ntain a ve ry good 
lookout for only 30 seconds is obvious. 

There is evidence that break ing up the 
out line of an ai rcraft b~/ painting it in 
diiferent colours or by add ing stripes etc. 
may make it mor' difficult to detect. The 
reason for thi s is that by bre<lking up the 
outline, one effectively c3 llloufl<lges the 
outline of th e dircr,lft. 

Thus there is good reason to preserve the 
clean outline of an <lircraft by keeping it in 
one colour. Again, previous research has 
indica ted that the best co lour for 
conspicuity (aga inst sky) is black, w hich is 
not possible for gliders due to their GRP 
construct ion. 

In conclusion, the present study did 
not demonstr,lte any benefits o f adorning 
(motor) gliders with D y-Glo lJatches in an 
effort to illlprove conspicu ity. 

While th ere is an obv ious need to 
evaluate other 'conspicuity aids', the best 
adv ice for co lli sioll avo idance remains 
that pilots must keep the hest possib le 

lookout at all times, and even then, as 
in the present study, a target may pass 
completely undetec ted . 

Tony Head 

You could help 

keep clubs safe 

PETE STRATTEN, IIvho cha irs the SGA 
S,lfety Comm ittee, is look ing fur vo lunteers 
frolll across th e UK to become I3GA 
Regional Safety Officers. The last mention 
in 5&G attracted some exce ll ent c,lIldidates 
and he's hoping that a repeat wi ll do the 
sa me! You wuu ld need to be: 

• an experienced gliding instructor and 
supervisor (not necessa ril y still instructi ng); 

• a current glider pilot who has the tact 
to discuss safety issues with both indiv idu­
als and club management constructive ly 
and eiiectively; 

• someone \Vith some spare ti me but 
who still has a finger on gliding's pulse. 

"These posts," says Pete, "may we ll su it 
th e more maturt' person w ith some time on 
their hands. There are more than a few 
retired and bold glider pilots out there who 
l1,lVe a weal th of experience and have 
probably seen it all before" . If you are 
interested but don 't h,lVe the time now, 
Pete would like to hear from you with a 
view to planning for the future. Please send 
express ions of interest to him c/u the RGA 
oi fie l? (see pJ) or to stratspC'tNliJl virgin.net 

December 2000 - January 2001 

IAccident/incident summaries 
by Dave Wright 

AIRCRAFT DATE PILOT(S) 

Ref Type BGA No Damage Time Place Age Injury Pl Hours 


99 NIA Minor Jul-OO Incident None 

Report Minor 


The tractor driver pulled out two Winch cables . One was detached and taken to a glider awaiting launch. The driver pulled 

away WIth Ihe olher cable still attached and drove around the back 01 Ihe grid. The cable caught the lin alone glider and 

rotated 11into another. A number of people shouted and raised hands before he realised his mistake. 


100 Mosquito B 2376 Minor 17-Jun-00 Asian Down 53 None 1981 
1415 


The pilot was making a low linal approach across oi l seed rape crop in the undershool lield. On short Ilnals he saw Ihere 

was a young girl walking along the perimeter Irack immedialely ahead. He instinclively closed the brakes and rolled to mIss 

Ihe child . His wing lip caughl in Ihe crop and ground looped Ihe glider Inlo Ihe ground. 


101 IS29D 2057 Subslantial 01 -Jul-00 Milfield 62 None 347 
1505 

The experienced power and gliding p,IOl had recenlly relurned 10 gliding. Aller being hIgh on base leg he selecled lull Ilap 
and airbrake to adjust his glide. However, he underestimated the rate of descent and found , too lale, that he would not make 
the airlield. The glider landed in boggy ground in the undershoot 

102 Duo DISCUS 4252 Minor t 5-Jul-00 Nr Peterslield 43 None t982 
1620 53 None 100 

Wilen the lilt lailed during a training cross-counlry flighl a good size lield wilh a young crop was selecled. Alter a normal 
circuit - to a downwind but uphill landing to avoid power wires - a good landing was made. Unfortunately, the surface was 
very salt and contained lI inls. This caused minor damage 10 Ihe gl ider. 

103 ASW t 9B 44 10 Subslanlial 19-Jul-00 Nr Ledbury 56 None 183 
During a cross-counl ry flighl the pilol lound he had to land in a hi lly area 01 small lie!ds. He selected a suilable lield but 
Ihen, on final approach. nollced II sloped downhill. He opened lull a"brake to land just inside the lence and carelully 
contrOlled his speed. Despile this he Sll11 had 10 groundloop 10 avoid the lar lence. 

104 K-8 3616 Substanlial 13-May-00 Usk 50 None 550 
Aller a briel soaring lI ighl Ihe experienced inslructor broughl Ihe K-8 In for a "short lield landing". With some speed lhe 
glider was steered towards the launch point rather than a~ong the norma/landing run. It overshot the launch point and 
hil a Iree on the airlield boundary. The glider was substantially damaged. 

105 K-7 3783 Minor 20-Jul-00 Denbigh 19 None 2 
1612 

Alter Ihree good check Ilights Ihe young. early solo. visillng pilol was cleared lor solo local soaring lIights. On his second lIighl 
he allowed the glider 10 get 100 low and so decided 10 make a lield landing in the undershoot lield. Unlortunalely this contained 
sheep and In aVOiding one a tip touched , causing a ground loop. 

106 ASlir 2630 Minor 27-Jul-OO Twylord 50 None 19 
1230 

DUring a lIight 10 pracl lse lurning points Ihe pilot became too low 10 relurn so chose a good lield. A good landing was spoilt by 
Ihe pilot lorgett ing 10 lower Ihe wheel and Ihe luselage was scralched. While Vlaiting lor a retrieve 20 bullocks Irom an adjacenl 
lield came over and "played" wllh Ihe glider. perloratlng bolh wings. 

107 Skylark 4 1139 Write all 17-Jul-OO Bariord 72 None 102 
SI John 

During a soaring course the pilot lound he had 10 land out In a hi lly area With Ir mi led choice he picked a lield. only 10 lInd . 100 
lale. tllal il conlalned a lall slanding crop 01 wheat Upon landing an airbrake dragged in Ihe crop. sleWing the glider around and 
breaking Ille rear luselage. 

108 DG 100 2826 Minor 17-Jul-00 Long Mynd 51 None 790 
1740 

The prlol made a normal approach wilh Ihe gear handle in the down and locked posilion. However. il co llapsed upon landing. 
Examination showed It had collapsed In the locked down mode causing the operat ing lever to overstroke. Components of the 
undercarriage penelraled Ihe cockpil re<lr bulkhead. illS pOSSIble Ihal Ihe gear was damaged previous ly. 

109 Zugvogel IliA 3497 Subslanlial 30-Jul -00 Diss 48 None 84 
1510 

In lailing lilt Ihe pllOI chose a SUItable grass Ileid lrom 1.00011. He appears 10 have Ilawn a cramped circuil. wilh a linal lurn al 
abou13001t only 100 yards out A160kls. wilh lull brake and Side-slip he landed on Ihe downhill su riace only 100 yards short 01 
Ihe lar. barbed wire lence. The glider was groundlooped and hil the lence sideways . 

11 0 SZD Junior 3541 Minor 25-·Jun-00 Portmoak 50 None 90 
1537 

After two successful llights earlier in the day, an experienced. but recently re~soloed visiting pilot flew a normal ci rCUli and 
approach but rounded oul a little high . Wilh brakes exlended he lowered lhe nose causing Ihe glider 10 bounce on Ihe main 
wheel lhen land in a nose down attilude, damaging Ihe fuselage. 

111 PA25 Pawnee Tug Minor Jul-OO Power Incidenl None 2650 
This tug accident occurred during the Initial stages of an aerolow launch. As ~aU out" was given the pilot increased power 
without ensuring the toe operated wheel brakes were taken off. As a result the tug nosed over onto the propeller. 

t 12 Sl ingsby T-31 3272 Subslantial 31-Jul-00 Tibenham 33 None 380 
25 Minor 0 

The vintage glider was Ilying a very low base leg In an "uncoordinaled manner" when It appeared 10 slall and recover. Wilh 
only about 30ft remaining to make the final turn witnesses expected it to turn into wind and land on the airfield. Instead it 
turned downwlOd and impacted heavily in a field. Pl turned this way to avoid a barbed wire lence. 

11 3 Std Libelle t51 9 Substantial 01 -Aug-00 Near Ripley 61 None 750 
1800 

During a compel ilion Ilighlihe pi lol had to make a l ield landing . He chose a good grass field in which another glider had also 
landed. While there were no fences or obstructions he noted a rougher, darker area at the upw1nd end. After a normal touch~ 

down Ihe gilder ran Inlo Ihe rough area and hil Ihe remains 01 a slone wall . breaking lhe fuselage. 

114 K-8 2912 Substanlial 29-Jul-OO Bowland 46 None 38 
1820 Forest 

This was Ihe pilol's Ihird lIighl ollhe allernoon. Aller a normal circuil and approach the glider appears 10 have bounced back 
inlo Ihe alf. possibly due 10 excess speed andior a bump. In a nose up allitude Ihe pilot is lhoughlla have closed the brakes 
and pushed Ihe slick lorward. The glider heaVily impacled Ihe ground nose lirst. 

61 

http:virgin.net


The Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
-- Nympsfield - ­

Winter Membership Available 

Ridge and Wave Camps Wekome 


PRE SOLO TRAINING 
2 AEROTOW TUGS AVAIIABLE • 1 SUPACAT WL~CH 2 DRUMS 

FIXED PRICE TO SOLO - £500.00 

ER l 
, 

High guaranteed wincb lallnel, rale 

Quall~v air time for instruction - Not Just tI fete IIIi'IIIles flighl time! 

Soaring tlights • Ridge oaring flights from our spectacular site • Bronze and cross country 
endorsement • Unique superb site that allows you to soar or ridge soar all year round. 
No charge for some of our accommodation for courses 
CL 	 B FLEET - Ka13's DG505 KaS's GROB 102 ASW 19 
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THE BRISTOL AND GLOljCESTERSHIRE GLIDING CLUB 
~)'lIIpsneld, ~r Stonehouse, Glouccsh:rshire (;1.l0 .n-X 

Tel: OI~<;3 H6II.~.. 2 • Fax Ol~-;.~ H60060 

Web: www.h~c.delll()II.(l).III\ • E-mail: secrcta.l@b~gc . delllon.cll.lIl\ 


Trying to Learn to Glide? 

Bad Year in 2000? Not Enough Launches? 


Then Beat The Weather at 


The Friendly Gliding Club 
Another Successful Year 

Over 10,000 launches! 


How we did it 

• 	 Good Honest Value for Money 

• 	 Intensive courses with guaranteed numbers of 
launches and 2:1 instructor ratios 

• 	 More Club flying 7 days a week 

• 	 Winch, Aerotow and Motorglider available 

• 	 More Clubs coming to take advantage of excellent 
soaring conditions 

• 	 We plan to make next year even better: 

Shenington Airfield, Oxfordshire. OX15 6NY 

Tel 01295680008. E-mail gliding.club@virgin.net 


A
r GLIDING AT 

. PORTMOAK? 
IU' t 2 mil L'S from the 

.. a-irfidd th is emy r:,,"ily 

ru" hotd ofkrs
THE LOMOND 

FINE FOOD JIlLI 
COUNTRY INN IlEAL ALE 

at rl'~ls()ll:\blt.' pri ('t'~ . All rOOm~ ;]rl" e ll ~ uitl' 


DINNEI( BED '''lei BKEA KFAST 

0-0111 ,{45.1 1I1 pc' r per"'" per night 


KINNEsSWOO)) BY LOU-I LEVEN 

PEItTI JSI IIItF KYI.l 'jHN 


ElllJ il: LO II I ()I1dc.ou llrryill l l (~I~ .lol. cOin 

RENSCHLER 


The Solatia is tIM! simplest varia in our range of soIar-powered flight 
,nstruments by Rl!Ilschler 01 Gennany. Using this solat-powered 
acoustic v",iom.tor is like having a varia built into your brain! It 
weighs 38gm. measuros 50 x 35 x 20mm. has !We"'" choi~s of vol­
ume and audio Ihteshold and adjustable dampingl 

·Thilnks for sendill9 the Solario. It helpod me to my longest XC so far ­
t14Km. 1 "'''''' '/llrdon the day against some pretty tough opposition· 

so there iss lidJ a thing as beglnner'lluc" 

The sky was qu.le busy at tlme~ ,YltII 6or 7sailp/;m in the wme ther· 

mal. tt was ''''lUial to koep my eyo< out of the cockpit but theSolario 

ai/owed me to centre the thennais wmle c!O'ely watchrng wn.r. the 

others were. Similarly, when I got very 10111 on two occasions I was able 

to totally concentrate on saving the da~ while keeping potential land· 

ing areas in view. If I had d to rely on the cQ(kpit w/io I would have 

undoubtodly been in a freld" Tony Rich.3rds. Mini Nimhu,. 


Yestetdly "gStio first timt IUPd ml~ ,n angf< IRd Iw"~Im~. 
/t Wdl fas ll'rthan the c"'*Pi V~"~ MotPOCWI.re '''''9''IDII91''1l, ..ften I", 

roc pil ,,via read , d!Mn I rho.iIjh, "". no"'" /'.. me 10 9"t 30 mins (off a 
2,500 foot /;M)(/\ in »IllI1fc....IIM<J "1lI""Y (IIlt>d Laurio. 

Only £99.99 (+£2.29 pap) 
You can pay by c~ cheque or mosl major credit cards - or jlllt buy one 
t/lI!lugh CHI' socure onw shop! 

Top oI lhe cange IS tho SOL 7G. a 
compact and efficien' Varia! 
allimetor with all the following 
features lor lust £470: 
• 130 x 126 x 2Omm. 250gIams 
• Programmable audioMsual val' 

iometer reading in either !pm 0/ 

IIlfl' 
• 	Programmable audio signal "" 

volume, frequency and domping 
• Programmable a .... ager from 1 

to99'"'-"""s 
• ~ . Iumet...~ • Dale and time 
• Stop watch • PC interlace 
• 100 night memories • Barogtafl/I. 
• GPS interlace • Clear lCD rHdout. 

For _ detain of1M ~1tr"1IIJf IliJit our ORb "to 
-.fu~ 

Trade enquiries welcome 

Sole UK Distributors: 

FIREBIRD UK 
Turfhouse, Luppitt. Honiton, Devon. EX14 4SA 


Tel/Fax: 01404 891685 e·mail: simon@firebirduk.com 
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Classifieds 
Please send the text of your advert, and your 

payment. to Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not 

to the editor). 


Please remember that, if you are emailing text, 

your advert may not appear unless we have 

received payment by the deadline 


The deadline for classifieds to be included in the 

February-March issue of S&G is January 5 

2001 after which any adverts received will be 

published in the following issue. 


Text BOp/word, minimum twenty words (£16). 

Black and white photographs: £6 extra 

Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 


FOR SALE 

LlBELLE 201B. Good ~ondition, waleI' ball'L~I, para­
chute', barograph, good mct~iI traile r, 10'" out gear. 
S8;iOO ono. Tel: 018% R:l!,SI7 or 04lO 2881:18 

ASW 19 goud LOmlilioli wilh low houl'>;. Come, wilh 
~I-:\av, Diltci 720 radio , Mini T&S, cumple te low out 
gear, wat e r hallast;, parachut(; and trail r r. On.ly .).13 050 
ono (will split) 'Id: OL249 (j5(;89f, 

LlBELLE 201B. The best in the country, goud panel 
inc. Speed Director & Ditle! 720. V. Good Aluminium 
I rail(·r. Tow uut gear <"lc. £80()O. Tel: Bob Fox 01482 
84GI27 

SCHROEDER AVIATION TRAILER. Filted for 
Venllls but will suit most plastic 10m gliCiers, to include 
all flu ings for glider ~par(' WhC0l, vcry good condition 
£~O(JO. iVlike Towler on 01 527 40271:] ('nlail 
mike.. ! c)}yle r@vj rgin .[lc t 

l)ps on, Soars h<'tter Ihan a Puchacz l 'Ilps uff flicks bel­
IeI' than a FOx! THE NEW LI:3AC www.manhyavia­' 
tW.!l-£!W! 

EX NIMBUS 4DT TRAILER inc! fillings, gl'L" lift 
top, AII()y Shirf'rlPwt<Hl base, double axle, intelllal 
dimensions R.OUim x 1.:IOSm. ~ years old. S:lOOO or rea­
sonable offer. Tpl: OIGI D80SS})0 

K6E excdlent (;ollti.itiOIl wilh t raile_I" and rigging ald. 
Col'A 10 end Scpl 200 I. '<;,,900. Ring 01787 2:37241 

ASH-25E: The ultimate pl'rformance and no outland­
ings! Shares available , ba..'it'd at Gransden Lodge . For 
much more detail see hJJ1):I/WWW.g1.iSJsC!.JlJl.&!l~ 
Ads.h!illl.or phone Richard llaker on Ol[lfH 780780 

BERG FALKE MK3 CofA, BGA No. 14G:J. two seater 
I rainer, (KI :I perfonnanceJ 2 axl" trailer & fittings. Also 
available barograph, In·tn parachute. £2000 for quick 
sale. Tel: 01280 7022G9 

--e-­TOWBARS TO TRUST 
• EC Type Approved ~r:; u~ all car manufacturers fitting points 
• Fitting does not affect the vehide warranty 
• 	 Lifetime guarantee under the Witter Shield of Safety 


See Yellow Pages for your near-Post speciolist fitter or stcx:kisl. 


WITTER TOWBARS, CHESTER CH 1 3LL 
Tel: 0124...:1 405800 • Web: www.witter-towbars.c:o.uk 

DISCUS B wilh AMI-' Irailer. Firot CI'L" (;(Jnditioll. 
On(' man tow-out, Std instruments, plus llohli. Diltel 
radio, M-Nav, Np\v C of A included. fi, (;'ason for sale 
buying Dbcus B+. 5.2800U ono Tel: 012D:3 85lii8(j or 
ill:! (·'11 W I I«ilhQI mai.LJ;.WH 

Ka6e. An auIslanding <'xample. Complete wit.h Schofield 
trailer, towout gear, TIl0mas parachute and E\V haro­
graph. Fit ted noschook, l;armin G.) GPS mul radio. Vicw 
NYl1lspfield. £7000. Contact Ivor Lumley OW78 J(j3!)()0 Of' 

David Wilkinson 01453 842:J6G 

from Ian McPhee, Australia 
BOOM MIC (450mm x 110101 '.vilh strengthened base) inC pre 
amp. Over 450 sold worldWide. SA 135 (39p"SA1) delivered 10 UK. 

760 Ch TRANSCEIVER 570101 mount. over 1000 sold "Iorld­
'."/ide - ask a happy UK user. 800m mlc harness & '.",orld del SA 1270 
(approx £500) w'ill'l.byrongliding.com 
Fax (new) +61 266847942 or e·mail lankmcphee@blgpond.com 

Te l +51 428847642 • PO 80x 657. 8yron 8ay. NSW, 2481. Aust. 

LSllc-IS, Cohra, tow out gear. 2(iOhrs tol.al, 100 lallnch­
es. SDI-C], Sage, Beck!'r, L'(400, parachute . No damage, 
Pf'Ii'cCI condiLion. Never out overnight, trailer SIOH'd 
insilk. .>40500. Email: ~JTI~0.!I.>hu.ln.e~\.n]:..\:..hlJLTl.l: 
014788120:10 

CASH FOR TRASH! $50 Irad(' ill for your old Polish 
SK!H PanlChull' against a brand new'ATIB8!!JO ( UK) 
parachute. HemembpI' your family, one day you IlIay 
n(:",pd to jump it! ~_w.nHlllbY6xia.ti!)J1.(~om 

DG200. L'L,ham. Excellent condition. 1'1111 panel, radio, 
uxygen, melal traill'r, low 0111 gear. ColA March 200I. 
SIii500 ono. Tel: 01428 712587 

DGIOO. 1:100 lIes \I('ry 1'(Hllp"'I(; olllfi!. Anllllally hard 
waxed near peIi'ee l Schwabb..llack w-leoa!. W,,11 instru­
menled. Borg('ll B21!B24 plectIic vario/averageddir".. ­
tor. \Vinter mechanical vario, ASI, Altimeter, Embnwr 
horizon, leorn 720, Oxygen, \Vatl'.r, Ba.rograph_ R('c('nt 
hvin EB80 chllle. New C of A. EXC'l'll!'nt aluminium 
Wells d sign traile r. Easy rig. ,<;12 900 OV110. 012:3" 
8:32250 Or 01568 7805:36 

ASTIR CS77. Gd ('OM in very good l'ondition, XKIO 
vario & averageI'. Dillel radio. tow Ollt and rigging 
accessories. ~ood parachule, solid Alum. Trailer. 
Complete Olltl"ll, ready to ny. View Lasham. ,,7850 ono. 
Tel: Dave 0208 (j84GiJ70 evenings. 

DG 100. 1400 hI'S, 7(;0 lallnches, E/vario, radio, baro­
graph, tow oUl, dust sheeL.<.;. Aluminium Lraill'f. CofA 
Ma.v 01. £lO :'500. Tel: 02:)80 (j1411:lfj 

GLIDING OPPORTUNITIES IN SPAIN 
DISCUS B (wing lets) with Towing-Car available for 

rental, gives you the opportunity to fly over and fly 


from any centre. 


CROSS-COUNTRY TRAINING and Familiarisation 

Flights with Nimbus 4DM 


For full information contact: condor@grn.es 


TRAILER. :3 y('ars old. F'ibreglass / Aluminium lift-top. 
SuitalJlr; for [,")m glider. 'I'd: () !G70 ii I:):);]n 

NIMBUS 3 Built W87, 1000 hours, 0xcC'lI(,1l1 ('ondition. 
wings refinished Oct 2UUU. 20_0 metre span, tinted 
canopy, full panel, new l1wtal trailpr. <111 Low ouL gear. 
superb p('rfoI1nancp, no accidents or repairs. UL.,II:'Ull 

based. S2D 000 ovno. Tel: 01420 8()6~7 or email: 
('olilhc;h0l1Ql:virg.i!lJJ!1 

LS6-b In excellent ('ondition and nevcr lJrok('n, com­
plete with Cobra lrailt'r, Bt:'('k(~r radin, Camhridge [\,1 ­
Nav, Gannill GPSD6, E\V, ilohli. fin-lank, lilil-wh('('I, 
low-oul gear. S2Ilfl"O ovno. Tel: 01628 H2:)140 
(l'H'nings) or mSG 2S:3D:)'i 

SUPACAT WINCH most powerful version built 
with Deutz V8 diesel engine, capable of launch ­
ing the heaviest gliders. Refurbished, serviced, 
fitted with Y2K compliant guillotines. A robust, 
reliable launching system, ready to go now. 
View at Cambridge GC. Tel: David Howse 
01223 264789 or howsed@aol.com 

OIYlnpia 4fj:J BTN needs a good home, good l'ondi­
lion. dry nwl.allraih:'r, Ba."ii(~ panel ind XKIO vario, IH).'if" 

and winch hooks. All mods up to datl', quick and light 
lo Jig. 01'1'('1'8 on £2iiOO. Tel: 014(XI 8[11702 

KESTREL 19 13uilt Hl7ii, cnmpl('[c with trail e r, 
l'cs(;hges VI"I, Diu", no I~adio, Oxygen. '>.0 7,")0 .John 
Bell 0124:J 77li89Ijohn(a'gbd.co.uk 

IS28B2 COfllplete wilh basic instnllllenls, parachutes 
alld c"",,cd AlllminiulII lmiler. ColA until .Jan 2001. 
£.8000. 'I'd (eve) 0122D 82045 7 

Th.. ultimate retirement present') Sd younielf free I Th . 
NE\V Alpin T&D I'llilge of single scat <_U1d two seal SLM(~'s 
rllld Thrho's. \\"W\v.manhyaviation.com 

ASH 25 Half share to include lise of '"I''' hangar. llasp(] 
in IllIsbands Boswol1h. Would consider of Tel's for com­
plett' outfit. Excc.llent condit.ion. Well instrumented. 
Contac:t. Frank Pozerskis. Tel: () 18G8 4G772:.l Fax: 018,,8 
4(;71:17 

IN,tIERNATIONAL SAILPLANE SERVICES 
Committed to Service 
Once again the Pound is still strong against our European neighbours, an excellent 
time to get your Sailplane in from the Continent and ready to fly as soon as spring 
arrives. 

With over 12 years of experience we are the leading suppliers of used Sailplanes in the world. 
Trouble free, with an excellent after sales service, all aircraft delivered to the UK with full C of A 
ready to go, complete with a years insurance (subject to conditions). We already have orders for collection in 
Febmary and March, we have some time left at the moment but not too much. If you cannot find what you 
want at the right price in the UK, call us now.John Bittle 01420 80222 orTerry Joint 01420 88664 

Available to view UK:LS3 A 17, ASW19B & Blanik 
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AIR EST SERllleES proposes his selection of gliders and motorgliders 
ONI SEATER TWO SEATER 
Ka fie super condition and craller ... . . . . . .. . .. . ... .......... U,800 Marianne without trailer . . . ... . . ... . .. ... ..... . . . .. .. .... £1&,&00 

SlIene with trailer only 1200 h . .. . . . .. . . . . ... . .. .. .. .. .... £10,.00Ka 6e needs co oe recovered . . ..... .. . .. .. . .. . . ... ......... £5,200 

K7 no trailer . .... . .. . ........ . .. ... .. .. ............ . ..... £.,800
K80 open trailer . ... . .. . ........... .... . ... . . .. . .... . .. . . £2,550 
MOTORGLIDER2 L1belle H 201 8 1 with trailer since . .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . £8,000 
Janus eM no trailer . ............ . ...... . . .... .. .. . ...... U.,500
2 ASW20F and FL With trailer since . ....... . .. .. .. .... . ..... £17,000 
 SF 25 K2 wheels ullderC3ffiage folding wings . . .. .. .... ... .. ... £20,500

speed AstJr with trailer UK reglstr. ...... . . .. . . ... . . .. . .. .. .. £9,900 
 ASK 14 only 638 h since new open trailer always private ship . .. . £ 1 1,&00 
Cirrus With trailer . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . .... . .. ... . .. ......... £&,700 Engine HIrth overhauled with JM form one suItable on 
Phoebus 17m wIth trailer very nice . .. . ..... . ...... .. . . . .. .. £8,800 ASK 14 or SF 25A . . . . .. . .... . .... .. . ..... .... . ...... . . . £22,000 

Information and photo on request 

Don't forget AIR EST SERVICES can find, for you, in France, Germany . .. the gliderlmotorglider of your dreams 


Phone DO ~~~ 87 6~ 22 42 • Email air.est.serlliees@waltadoo.Fr • Fax 00 33 3 B7 63 9. 4B 


ambridge Gliding 

High Performance Fleet 


Sel'en days a week 


Winch and Aero Tow Launching 


CAA & BGA Motor Glider Courses 


individual Pre-Solo to 

Comp Level Courses 

Gransdell LQllge Airfield, LOllgstowe Road, Little Gransdell , So/Illy, Beds, SGl9 JEB 
Call Jan ivory 011 01 767 677077 • Fax: 01767 677616 . email: ofJice@glide.co.lIk 

- ;>--~ 

/~~

Cotswold Gliders 

http ://www.cotswoldgliders. co.uk 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon, kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality. 


All types of repair work undertaken , from minor trailer rasfl to large insurance claim. 

Kestrel/Libelle rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NOT testing of rudder drive. 


Motor glider engine approval. Machining facilities for wing pins , axles, etc. Tig welding. 


If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following 


Tel: Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380 

Email: office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk 


Mobile No . 07944885117 

or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. OX8 GUN 
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Richard W. Kilham 

• 	 Restorations, Repairs & Overhauls 

• 	 Senior Inspections 
• 	 Competitive Insurance 

Quotations 

• 	 C of A for all wooden & fabric 
Sailplanes 

• 	 Trailer Servicing & Repairs 

Workshop: Market Oeeping 01778 349098 
Reserve No: Market Oeeping 01778 342435 

Strong Enterprises 
Emergency parachutes 
Fully tested to TSO C·23b category c 

For details contact 
the UK Agent - Mike Woollard 
Tel : 01462-71 1934 
Mobile 07974 ·106190 
Email: aeromikel.l@aol.com 

Web site: hnp:/lwww.pilotparachutes.co.uk 

GARMIN GPS SYSTEMS 
eMap, 12XL, 12 MAP, II PLUS, 

III PLUS, III PILOT, ETC. 

CAMELBAK DRINK SYSTEMS 
Insulated. The best! Various sizes, from 

£22.99. 

PARAGLIDING and PARAMOTORING 
The UK's leading team - all tuition is to British 


Association syllabus. 


SKY SYSTEMS LTD 
66 Woodbourne Avenue, Brighton BN 1 8EJ 

Tel: (0 1273) 556695 • Fax: 01273 566330 
Email : a ffi ce@skysystems.ca.uk 

Online shop at: wwwoskysystemsocoouk 

Sailplane & Gilding 
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COVERS FOR SAILPLANES 
Why be afraid of dust, rain , snow or ice? Protect 
your airplane with effective covers from Sweden. 
Price example: LS4 outdoor cover for: only wings, 
cockpit and stabilizer is 5800 SEK inc. tax. 
All covers are made of white waterproof web, 120 
grm. Double tread. Underside with condensation 
net. Easy to wastl. 

For more information contact: 

Lars-Erik Blom - Fax 46504-491 69 

e.mail conlum@tella.com 


<mai lIo:conlurn@tella.com> 


ConFurn Design AS 

SWEDEN 


www.conlum .se<hllp://Www.conlum.se> 


.JANliS. \'cw Gel Coat. !\ew Co lA. Basic illstrUnH'nlS, 
no radio. linlNI canopy, 4 w h('('1 libn'glass Imile r. All 
in V(;(', FTC'C' ilangarag<' al Shcningtoll if H'fluir('ci. 2800 
IlOUI". :lSOO laundH's . OCfNS around ~.~liO()O. '1'('1: ()12'l~ 
()f:;Uflt);J 

PIK 20D PII-670 WiUI lrail"r, inslnlllH'lIts, no chan­
nel lnllis mit tPI', paradllll(\ (,:prtlfi('at (.I of airw0I1 hill< '!':i's 
unlil 18 .hlIlC 2002. Sal{'sprin' 11.-,00 pOlll1{b 'I'd: 
00: lllG.j·j(i!l7 4 1 

ASWIH Good con(lilioll. Full p,ulpl pIllS (a'S, oxygen, 
low·o\ll gcar\ pcHuc.hutl', trailer. Suit parly solo/('ross 
"(luull), pilol. '<;1 ·1 !l!l'i 0110. '1\'1: 01(;21 ~'>48;J(), 0124;' 
2.j(jOHO 

DIAMANT IR Mel n'. (;00<1 ('onfiil ion. 4:,: I glass fibre 
('ovcrpd I rail er. (~oncl hrakes. Uodl(' handling. 
Paradllll,· , h<lrngrapi!. 5HOOO. TP1: (llUS9 7HO:3O!J 

LS7. Realll iful ('on<iil ion. full kit avail<lbll~. Vipw 
DUIlslahlp. ~(:, Tl .:; ihl ' offer to make- wa.v for liP\\' gli<i('r. 
Tl'i : Hon1<': OI 2!l(i fil:jJ :111 Work: 01'1.12 H44087 

LSS-IS On ly 2GO 11". ('ompl!'lp oullil wilh ('obm lrail('r, 
parawule , low out kil ('ic, all in c"cdh'l1l ('ondiliol1. 017:10 
26.'\028, 07770 :lO:lflO.' 01' il lik( o@'~U('Sl'la(,('.(TI'('s(-, lv,' . ('o."k 

PIK 20B. Low hours, acrylic: painl Iini~1I ( 110 g('1 cual 
grazill)(). Full p<.lllcl inc. Borg('11. BGO Fliglll Din'clor, 
T&S, radio, c<:"trnpru's, harograph aile! Comp No. i"a('lory 
trailcrl1nw-(HII gea r. SAGO() or ncar olTpr for quick sah'. 
llolroyd 01482 ;WiG(i(i (W) 01482 (;(\:",.'\6 1 (El 

ASK13 in hlillianl (·OIH.lilioll. Ba ..~k inslnUllf'l1t.s , TH'W 
'·"'lOp.V. with Iraih' r. 5; I(l ,,00. 'IH: Dirk Hal)(,lI:1n 0040 
172 :;fi4il1 RO mobil!' , "\'pnings «(;('rnl<lny). I nlll call you 
hack' 

ASTIR CS 1!l7(;. Good cOl1riilion, Ims ic panel + audio 
vario, TIS, parachu[('. 0 11( ' l11~ln rigging and low ()lIl 

gt'ar. Good alloy I railer. EcL<W 10 Oy 1st cross cOlmtlY 
glidpr. Has 10 be good \fu ll,,· at S,SOOO <;lHllpletc Ollilii. 
David 11 Smilh 0 1780 26627(; ema il: s hire.hors('(Q'vir­
gin .net 

THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

p~ 

Course Instructor 

May to Oct 2001 


Full Cat Rating, previous course 

instruction, tugging and SLMG an 


advantage 

Applications in writing to tire 


Clriel Flying Instructor 


The Scottish Gliding Centre 

Portmoak Airfield, Scotlandwell KY13 9JJ 


Tel: 01592 840543 

email: office@portmoak.force9_co.uk 


December 2000 - January 2001 

T-HANGERS 

Built to any specification for all 


gliders and light aircraft. 

For quality hangers at low prices 


call Chris. 


Tel: 01295 262424 

Fax : O'f 295 262422 


e-mail: 

ch ris.croucamp@btinternet.com. 


Cambridge Gliding Club 
require 

SEASONAL INSTRUCTOR 
for May to September 200' 
Applicants should have BGA Full Rating, 


previous course instructing experience and 

an interest in developing soaring and cross 

country flying skills. PPL & BGA RMGIR an 


advantage. 


Apply with CV to: 

JacquiWalford, 7 Poplar Close, 


Roxton, Beds MK44 3EG 


PlJCHACZ Go()d con<iilio n , basil' panels and 720 ,, 11<01­
1l('1 radio. S("' llsihl(' J)1ociificali(ll"ls. Conlact A . .ncl.v l "arish 
at 'l'lw So,";ng Cenlre - 018:,8 RSO:,21 dm;n/( o m ce huurs 
or ('l1liul: Andy(n' lheso iujng':\'l) l l,\,.(·O Ilk 

ASTIR CS l!JT,. Superb ('ondition . wooden frame, 
C'AV II , plus av('rageI', TIS, radio. Complc l.C' \", ilh rigging 
and low 0111 aid~. ",('I'll! trailer. low hours. :i!l,jOO T"I: 
0142022::181 

AEROMOT AMF 100 "XJMANGO" UN!. 280 IIrs , 
Limbac h L-2000, 22;; Ius. radio King Kx Iii:), VOl Kin!( J(j 

208, Sqllawk KinA KT 7GA, pl'Opdkl' I!olTlnunn IIOVA R. 
Very good conriilioll. I'a,,: +:13 380 ;],j(j I GH Elllail: 1: 
R.'nalld W" jlO),('Oll1. Mohil<' + ~13 ,.Sf; 18f)J!1(i 

ASW20F 8:<c('I1.'nl ('ondilion. ComplNe ly refinis lwd 
(n' ff'alurcd in S&G Decl.fan 90 issue) . FilII illslrume nls 
inc! fJorgdl & 720 radio. M('lal I railer. S l(i :,OO "no. 
Conlacl TonI' E(lIill on T!'IIF'L" 0 l:JS(; &100;;4 Email 

I 10'arr'nw!llJI'Pf'Se-f""v(-·.('o.uk or 'ft'l Chris Hohf'lts 
() 121 G8G2'-ylil 

July 21st to July 28th 
2001 

at 

DEVON AND SOMERSET 

GLlDtNG CLUB 


North Hill, Honiton, Devon 

Wood & Glass Gliders Welcome 
Brochure and entry form available from: 

Competition Secretary 

28 Salisbury Road, Exmouth, Devon EX8 1SL 


Tel: 01395 274186 


CGC Winter Lectures 2000/2001 
Venue: Camhridg~ GC Clubhouse. Gran~dcn Lodgl:' A/F 


Tirnt: Friday cHning."i a18pm. nar opl'n~ 7.301>01 

I>t'lails: w\\ w.glidt.'.l'U.uk 


1st J)l:C Jacques Nod ~'Iountain n~jing 

Th~ n.:nowll l.::d A lp ine inslrurtor :-.peaks (A lso given al 
DunSlahk) 

11th [lee Mike HiI'd Sixty minutes wasll'<l wilh Plat~'pus 
A'i till <..'. Rook sa iL's and signing artcrward~. 

121h Jan DllI·itl'lill· Kcerrrunch 
Anaesthetist & pilo t explain..; wh<ll to do for I.he pilo t 
.... trai~hl after .1 ~crious accident. 


26th Jan Richard Walker ('1 al. The Eden Soaring 

Snci('t~· 

Talts o f Camhridgc 'n iversity Gliding Cluh bungy 
ex peditions around the UK. 

9th J·'eb Will;! Cdr lValli., Autugiros 
f-\ullwr dc.:scribcs the (k.·~ i g ll lind tl)iing or i11.l1o)!iros. 


Urd Feb .lad //arrisiln We.alher on Ihl' I\et 

The.;: application of WcHlllcr sourc..:s on the rret to ::;1 iding. 


I .ucalcd 10 mil...s sw til" Cambridge. nIT the 1l11)"u). midwlI)' 
hCIWl't'n Lilli ... (;nmsdcli i1nd Lnng:\lmH:'" Tel: 01767 677077. 

GLIDERS SPECIAL 
FOR THE WAVE SEASON 

7 NIGHTS BED and BREAKFAST 
jrom£105pp 

The I.och Kjnord Hotel *** 

(fi.mncrly Pmkit., IIOIel) in Roya.l DU'side 


OnI)' 1. ~ milt's from thl~ 

DEESIDE GI.IDING CLUB 

()ffl~ring c()ml()rtablt: ~1t:Ct)mnH)dali(Hl. good food , 


Real Ak~ all(1 a fillt: sdcuiol) of ~'lalt Whisky (I) 


t:.lljoy beside rt:allog fir .. s.(Oaily rates availahle) 


Telephone ()J3398 85229 for reservnt:iolls 
www.lochkillord.com 
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SLMG Dimona Mk 11 built 1987, 650 h..s TrSN , 
Limbach ;!OUO I'IIgill f', HotTmann var.pitch prop, full 
inSlruments indudp T&B, el. horizon,VHF com/nav 
n"ckt!r, XPDIl (eVe) Heck('r, DM 85000 ono LSG KOE'ln­
Nichl e. V phont' 0049 22 1 743400 (Th('l('n), or (~mail 
vhachnl'l@um-gruppe.d(' 

IS 29 Ml'lal Singl(' Spaler. [nduding full instrUIll('llta­
lion, CorA, ..ecent complele r('spray, lrailer & para­
chul e. I:luilt 1973, onlv flown 500 hrs. No s('nsi!>l ... otTer 
refused. TE'I: Of;;:W 4R:; "02 (0) 0lH5H 468820 

Mosquito B 40: I flapped. Discus style self-connecLing 
controls. Excell('nt shortficid landing performan ce. 
Excellent water system. Excellent Komet styl(' trailer. 
Sld Pan('l, T&S, no Channel Radio. Tow out gear, 
OtT!'..s ov('r S.l2 ;;00. A 101 of glidpr for your money. 
Vi('w Lashalll or Shenington Call Chris 01270 8G27:J;! 
wrk 01 3-14 4,>-1277 HornE' Chris. Kidd@jwp.cont 

Termikas USA, is offering reconditioned/used L-13 
Blaniks completely overhauled , excellent condition, 
good as new, and mini! Completely restored ! These 
gliders have belween 400 and 1100 hrs TTSN . 
Completely rel'l orked inside and out. Plus many other 
options included at a very reasonable price. All LeV 
factory bullelins completed. Includes all instruments plus 
T&8 (front & back) and attilude indicators also (front & 
back). Aluminium (fully enclosed) trailers available. 
E-mail TERMIKASUSA@AOLCOM , 904.269.5861 /USA 
(Shawn) . Please call or e-mail aboul these great flying 
sailplanes at a superb price and inquiry about our "C lub 
Discount Program". 

...- THE 

PERPETRATOR 

by David Millett 

II you like gliding - Read 
;'The Perpetrator" . If 
you 'd like the experience 
of a n ight raid in a 
Lancaster - Read "The 

Perpetrator". If you like a good dectective 
story - Read "The Perpetrator". If you want 
a present for Christmas - Get "The 
Perpetrator". £14 inc!. p&p from David 
Millett, 27 Scotforth Road, Lancaster 
LA1 4TS. Tel/Fax 01524 35136 

rair // /J 
~ 

1 Questen Mews, Copthorne Road, Crawley, West Sussex, 

England, RH10 3PA 


Tel : .44 (0) 1293 888185 • Fax/Phone: .44 (0) 1293 881764 


* Having trouble with your releases? * 
* Want to change your own springs? * 
* Need a more cost effective release? * 
"NOW YOU HAVE A CHOICE" 
Change to the new CW "Ottfur" release 
* Now in servi ce after t\vo years of exte-nsive successful testing in 

club two seaters 
* Tested to JAR22
* BGA Approved
* Manufactured and ,upponed in the UK
* Development of the original well tried and paten ted · Ottfur" 

release
* Compatible with MTast" rings
* Compatible with most modern glider release mountings
* In ser"ice continuation by "on condi tion" inspection 
* Supplied with service manual and test report
* Recondi tion exchange service available
* Spring kits \',i th instructions 

See us on the web: 
www.cairaviation.co.uk 
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REQUIRED for the Year 2001 and beyond at 

Nympsfield: Enthusiaslic, well motivated, 


FULL "cat" INSTRUCTOR 
Mid-week (Monday to Friday) Mid March 10 


Mid October 2001 

To run courses and supervise all flying 


ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR also required 

Mid week May-August shorter-term contracts would 

be considered to assist with ab initio courses and to 


carry out general club instruction. Club house accom­
modation available if required. Salary negotiable. 


Please apply in writing to: 
The Club Chairman, 


Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club, 

Nympslield Airfield, Nr. Stonehouse, Glos. GL1 0 3TX 


Or: secretary@bggc.demon.co.uk 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

WANTED COURSE INSTRUCTOR for 2001 
Season (March/April·Sept, possibly longer). Full cal 
preferable, lug pilot & SLMG an advantage, Apply for 
details lo The Chaitlltan, Sheninglon Gliding Club or 
email gliding-duu@virgin.net 

INSTRUCTOR WANTED for the 2001 ~f'ason in 
Spain, Mostly soaring instnl('1 ing and sitp ('hecks so 
must be good soaring pilot. Contact Elai ne Townsend 
at. Ihe EUroPNlIl Soaring Club Tel 0208 444 ()4;, 7 F:mail 
BGSpreckll'yl;;'cotnpuserve.('Onl 

TUG PILOT WAJ'ITED for ti l(' 2001 season in Spain. 
Preferably glid('\' pilot wi! h previous lowing experi­
pn('t'. Contact Elaine Townsend at the European 
Soaring Club Tel 0208 444 04!j7 Email 
I3GSllrecklpy@:compusPIV('.C(lnl 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Our location on Ihe border of the inland plains and 
the Great Dividing Range produces some of Australia 's 
best year round gliding. Our friendly club atmosphere 
and State Park sett ing will make your visil memorable. 

Jim Stanley Phone .... 61267697514 fax +61 267697640 
E-mail keepitsoaring@bigpond ,(om 

www.users.bigpond.(om/keepitsoaring 

ASW 17 for sale. Well equipped 20 metre 
flapped glider. A del ight to fly 48 :1 glide angle. Air 
brake double paddle conversion for easy land­
ings (approaches like a K21) , tail wheel , oxygen, 
alh , 720 radio , two man easy rig kit - no lifting I 
Tow out gear. Sound trailer. £12000. Fantastic 
performance for the money. Tel 01630 656998 or 
mobile 07831-553401 . 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 

INSURANCE? 


Contact: 

Tony Fidler 


Glider pilot for 35+ years 

40+ years insurance 


experience 

Telephone/fax/write to: 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 

Spalding, Lincs PE12 9DB 


Tel: 01406 362462 


Fax: 01406 362124 
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Bildka/ender 2001 

RD AVIATION 
Tel: 01865 841441 • Fax: 01865 842495 

E-mail: sales@rdaviation.com 

32nd Issue 
This new issue of our soaring 
calendar brings you all the 
fascination , excitement and beauty of 
soaring flight , with 13 large-format 
pictures (48x29cm) printed on high 
quality paper. The rear of each page 
has a description in English , French 
and German telling the story of each 
picture - the flight, the aircraft and the 
sport. This latest and improved issue 
provides a unique taste of the magic 
bound up in soaring flight. 

£15 
inc. VAT 

Post & Packing 

£2 
Quantity discount 

available 




