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~News 
75 years - and 33 years 

THIS year is, the 7'ith ann iversa ry of the 

I:lCiA's forlll c1tion at ,1 lun ch held in 
London. After its sOlllewh(lt turhulent 

first few yea rs, the BGA was re-estilblish ecl 
in 194(, with the 'onstiLuti on that cont inues 
to serve its origin'll purpose. For over hil lf 
that time sincc 194(, one person hilS becn at 
the centre of the 13GA. 

Thi s last yea r hilS been H,my Rolfe's fin al 
full y -'<lr with the I3GA ,lS Secrelary. l3arry 
retirc's on M ay g, 2004. He will have served 
th c I3GA for over 33 years, neo rly all thJt 
time as Secrel,lI'Y. During his tenurc he has 
5 n Illany changes, , nd huilt up a huge 

n ylopa'cli c know ledge of gliding, 
d ~ pite not bing a pil ot himself. He has 
worked (or eight BGA haimwn and 
hundreds of ExecuLive cOllllllittee Illembers, 
and sOlllehow lllanJged to keep his cool 
throughout. 

Barry has "the p,ltienL'e of Job" and in Illy 
four yea rs as ChJirm ~ln worki ng with him he 
ha ' kept the ship on a steady course, Jlways 
unllapp,lhlc in ,1 cr i~i s Jnd constructive 
in cr iti cisill when the Execut ive, or others, 
has developed J penchc1 nt for something that 
he knows "wi II not Il y." 

Barry I~as also been Secretary uf th e RoY,ll 
Aero lub of the Unit ed Kingdolll, and 
served th ~lt organi sat ion with the SJ IllC 
diligenc<-' dnd profession<l lism with which 
he h<ls served the 13GA. fi e W;lS recogn ised 
for his work some yeclrs ago with th e '~(Jya l 
Aero Club Bronze Ivle'dal, dnd in 2002 W<lS 
<lwarded th e highly prestigious Bi ll Ivans 
Gold Medall)y the Soaring ,oeiet)' of 
Ailleri ca. At the /\o)'a l Aem Club annual 
awards function ()n March 9 he W;l5 aWdrded 
the FA /'s I'au l Ti s5dndi cr Dipl olll,l. 

We pa id tribute to B<lrry's work at the 
BGA AGM on MMch 6, with lllallY clubs 
repr "sl?nted th re G. nvl?y ing to l3 arry th eir 
dppr "c iation of all that he hJS achieved 
during his long ca reer with us. Extensive 
coverage of Barry's ca reer will c1ppea r in 
the next issu 01 S&e. 

Many of the more mature gener<ltion of 
glide!' pil ots who like mys If started gliding 
befo re 197(), Jnd quite a few of the younger 
ones, sec Ba rry as synonYlllous with the 
BGA. He hds been th e' person .) t the end 
of the phonE' w ho hJS provided advice on 
a wide range of topi cs nei issues, to the 
person signing th t· lellers, sorting out the 
problelll ;llld th e diffi cult issues. 

Wc' hop' he 1l<1S h" I a sdtisfying career 
with the BGA and will bE' dlJ le to look back 
in retirement <lncl feel proud of whJ t he has 
ac:hi ' vecl in creat ing <lnd susta ining a unique 
orga ni . dliun - a telllplotc for responsible 
and sU 'cessful sports govern, nce. 

/ take th is opportunity, thruugh the 
medium 01 S&C, and on behalf of the who le 
gliding movement, to convey to Barry and 

4 

J€ nny our sincerl' and very be~ t wishtcs for cl 

long and happy r - tir(' 1ll nt. 

New BGA Chief Executive 
/n September we adverti sed J new rol e of 
Chief Exl" utiw of tlw I3GA, to take over 
frolll 8Mry. A s€iec tion group frOIll the BGA 
Execut ive intervi ewed shortli stl"d Jpplicil nts 
frolll il quality fie ld. As announced at the 
AGM on M arch 6, we have appOint d 
Pett' Str,1tten, who wi II be known to flldny 
r _aclers as oilleone deeply invo lved in 
Illany aspects of gliding and based at 
Ric'ster. Pete takes up his rol e in May and 
wi ll be workin g alongside Rarry prior to thJt 
to achieve d sfllooth handover. \Nc wish 
Pete eve'ry success in hi s new role, and 
I am sure the gliding movement w ill support 
Pete as he gets his feel under the desk thal 
has for so long been B;m y's d() lll <l in. 

European Aviation Safety Agency 
One of the Illajor challenges f<lcing the 
Briti sh Gliding Associati on is adaptation to 
th new regul atory cnvironlll ' nt crea ted by 
th e formation of th e European Aviilt ion 
Sa fety Agency (EASA) . The role of the BGA 
is about to undergo probably the most 
sign ifi can t ch<lllge since its formcltion. Th t' 
new r gulations <lre EU law, w ith whi ch the 
UK cOlllpl ies. We hJve been hcavi Iy 
eng<lged in negotiations over recent months 
w ith the UK Departillent for TrJnsport 
(responsibl for av iation regul<ltory Ill,ltters) 
and the Ai\. TI](" , negoti ati ons de,ll 
initi all y w ith ,lirworth iness regulations and 

whi lst the negotiations co ntinue Jt the time 
of go ing to press, nevertheless th e forward 
view is becoming clea r. 

Space is insuifiien t lo spell out the 
illlpli c<ltions here. uifice to say, JII c lubs, 
pilots, gl ider owners, inspectors, gl icier 
maintendnce organi sations Jncithe gliding 
cOllllllunity ilt IJrge should read lhe ,1dvi e 
th<lt the BGA publishes on thi s illlport ant 
topic. 

It w ill afl'ecl almost evervone c1 nei w ill be 
made ava il,~hle through al( the avail al)le 
cOlnlllunic ltion channels. 

David Roberts 
Chairman, British Gliding Association 

d.g.roberts<!.//ineone.net 
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l 
BGA Vice-President Chris Simpson (right) was invited to pay tribute to Barry Rolfe (left) at the Association's AGM this 

year. Chris Simpson was one of the first BGA chairmen under whom Barry has served (see also p5 and p26) 
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Camphill in 1934, 1954 and 2004 


IN 1954, a W( rid Gliding hampionship 
was held in the UK for th e fir -ttime. Thi s 
was also the first, Jnd c rtainly the last, 

to be held at Camphill, the home of the 
Derbyshire & Lancashire Gc. 

2004 is both the 50th anniversary of thai 
event, and also the 70th anniversary of the 
club's formation, so th re are two good 
reasons to cel ehr<l t ' : <In interniltional evenl, 
and a local exalllpi of gliding survival. 

The Caillphill Rally for vinlage and c1,lssic 
gliders is of course well eSlahlished ilncl one 
of the world's most popular vintage events. 
It is filting, Iherefore, 10 make Ihis ye~H's 
rall y, Saturday, June 26 to Sunday, Jul y 5, 
a "specb l" celebrating bOlh anniversaries. 

Now all we require is an airfield full 01 
old gl iders, preferably wilh pi lots. 

On the first Sunday - during National 
Gliding W~ek - a publi c Open Day will 
be hel d to publicise glicling, Ihe c lub, and 
vintilgel lassie flying, not necessarily in Ihat 
order. ThiS will not impinge on Ihe rally and 
w will k"p vi sitors and fing rs st icky with 
ice crea m off th e <l irfi eld and th e ca illping 

From the last Exec 
,\ ,\-IONe ilcms ('on,iciercci "I th(' M.1rch SGA 

Ex ecutive Committee m "Cl ing wC'rf': 

The E..,,'culiVl' hold, ilS .lnnual strategy workshop 

in April. A key rocu> w il l he considering Ih" implic.l­

lioll~ (or Ihp BGA .1Ild Iht' gliding movement of thc;-~ 

new EU regulatory irc:llllt'work. Pete StrJtten, as CEO­

designatt" will Iw attending the workshop. 

flCA conlillll('s (0 support II", CAAC, whi<:h tr.ll:ks 

('ounty S(ruclurt· 1'loI"s a"d prov ides input 10 prot('(! 

our int('",,,,, .Intl CASCo. which IJrings togclher and 

rli.,sC'min~lt('s facts ,lnd ini li,1ti vcs (')11 sdfL'l y. 

r\w ill,A eh,lirm"". "Iso Chairn1al1 of NI'LC; \.lei 
which ,uI01il1i , l('rs NPPL li cencc' "pplication" fE'pOrieci 

on the (irst period ',:, .lLLount ~ lind eurn.'n! prosp<.'cb, 

s':lyillg that the rcSulb ~l1 /,)f W{'ft' better thall pl~ln (1Ile! 

Ih" I'fO'P"(1s good. NI'I.G is jointly olVl1l'd hI' Ih(' 

PI-r\, ,\Of',\ ,,,HI Ill!' IleA. The Nf'Pt. h.1S been verI' 

SUlt·,·,,!'ul: (IV('f 1,nOO li('ences issued up 10 

Decc",""r. illliuding 11 1 fm SI.MC. 

rill' second r<.wii ng of the EU Ihird Po"rI), aviation 

insurance draB legistation " 'ilS due' (0 go herm!' the 

Furopc';!n P.lrliJnll'nt on MJrch 10. Follow ing over a 

yl',1r of (t'prcscllt<lf iol1 and lohhying c)< livity, much of 

it in 20m led by I),wid Koher\ s through Ihe \':01',,1 
J\crn Cluh, (he propos.lls cont,l incd ;111 ,1me"ciOlcnt to 

pxclude glili('rs. Thl' BeA " 'JS nol ").\,l ins( til(' prine iple 

0[- Icg~lly bindi ng rpquirt>menh for third p.lfty 

ill5Ufcl llCt', but ohjected 10 the indl'l1lnity iigllre~ iir~ t 

proposed 1[(,Bm per .li rer.1fl!) .1,,<1 the >r ope of ('over 

requ ired, which incluciL·e! \'\'.1(, ({~rr()rism, hijclCking C) 

,1Ild S(lhOI{lgC'. The indpfllnity IE'vels <lr<::l nnw irH more 

rl' ,lli st ic Iwl the widc' cov('r i" ... 1111 ill Itl(' pr(Jpf.)~t'd leg­

isl,liIOIl. \-Jence Ihe h.lding fur Ihe .. lnwnrlmcI11 to 

exclude glider~ in lil(' ,1b"CflCC oi modific(llion to the 

(c)ver r('quirc_lTlcntc;, 

David Roberts 

area. We may ask you, however, to park, ny 
gliders not fl ying where they ca n be seen. 
If you make a display board for them then 
our cup of happiness will, like rain g<luges 
in 19')4, be full to overflowing. 

On Saturday July 4, J serious event will 
lake pl,l ce. During the World ChJmpionships 
th r was a faral gliding Jccident involving 
an Austrian pilot, ,11ld J memori<ll WJS 1,1ter 
ere -t · d at the scene. A cerl?monv will tJke 
plJce in the morning at the ll1en~orial 
restored on the site, <Jtlendecl by the pilot 's 
widow ;lJlcl memhers of his club, along with 
rall y pilots Jnt! our club members. 

There will, or should be, J photo displ cy 
together with <lny Illemorabilia that we can 
collect or borrow, so if you h,lVe ,1nything 
please send us copies. 

The day wi II end, and the next one begi n, 
in the hanga r, where a band, who ca n - we 
hope - play 19JOs, 1 9S0s Jnci, God help us, 
2004 Illusic will gel us ciilncing to give 
us an appetite inr the hufi~'I, ,lnd <l thirst 
for Ihe bar. 

Ian Dunkley 

Windrushers GC 
PLAI'\IS Me under way to revive vVindrushcrs 
GC at Sic ster in Oxfordshire ,fter J gap of 
Illore thJn 40 years. The original Windrushers 
forilled in 1956 at Biccster bUI became part 
oj the RAFGSA Centre i nl963. When the 
Centre Illoves to RAF Halton in June 2004 
th e RS-yeilr-olcl airfield (Jbove) will be surplus 
to IV'oD requirements and will eventually be 
sold. A group oj pilots, many currently flying 
with the RAFGSA, are re-est<lhlishing th 
club (www.windrusilers.org.uk) to continu o 
gliding frum this histuri c site. M embe.rship 
will be open t·o the public .1nd th club will 
specifically encourage juniors Lind tudents 
to join, with a long-term g0.11 oj becoilling a 
centre oj sporting l'xcellence. The c lub is 
negotiating d short-terlll lease wilh Defence 
EstJles to enable gliding to continue. l3icest er 
airfield itself Wc1S designated a Consl'I'YJtion 
Area by Cherl·vell District Council in 2002 
,lnd is an English HeritJge listed site. Tu 
express your interest in joining th e c lub, 

mJ iI cnquiries (ti1windrusilers .OIfj. uk 

WE are sorry to have to report four UK fatalities 

already this year. John Heath and Philip Swinden of 

died as a result of a crash in a two-seater near 

Husbands Bosworth; Bob Sharman died in a tug 

accident at Crowl and and Derek Sephton died In 

another tug accident at Parham. Investigations are 

ongoing. And, as we go to press, news has come in 

of the death of Lucy Wills. the daughter of Gavin 

Wills, who is known to pilots across the world 

because of her appearances in various excellent 

gliding videos. Our condolences to all those who are 

affected by these sad losses. 

BARRY Rolfe was presented with the prestigious 

Paul Tissandier Diploma at the Royal Aero Club 

Awards ceremony as we went to press. Full details of 

this and other awards to glider pilots (as described on 

p5 of the last S&G) will be in our June-July edition. 

GASCo is running a flight safety event on the theme 

of "staying in control" on May 15 at the Aviator Hotel. 

Sywell. The cost is £29 inc. buffet lunch. Apply ASAP 

to pennygould@gen-av-safetydemon.co.uk. phone 

01634200203 or send a cheque to GASCo Office. 

Rochester Airport. Chatham. Kent ME5 9SD. 

THE organisers of the 2003 Inter-Services 

Regionals have asked us to point out that it is open 

to civilians as well as service personnel and will 

be held at RAF Cosford. Application forms available 

from www.rafgsa.org 

DG Flugzeugbau tell us that they are now definitely 

the owners of LS (www.dg-flug;zeugbau.de) 

A REMINDER Ihat the rules to follow if you want to 

claim the new BGA 1 ,OOOK Trophy conceived and 

donated by Peter Hearne are available as a PDF at 

wWw.gliding.co.uklbgainfolcompetitionsinews.htm 

FOLLOWING a take-over by the THB Group last 

year, TL Clowes has stopped transacting aviation 

business as of this March. Its portfolio has been 

transferred to Robert Fleming Insurance Brokers. 

BIDFORD GC inform us that they have changed 

their annual competition's name to the Bidford 

Regionals and Turbo Competition and they add that 

all gliders. non-turbo and turbo, are welcome. 

WANTED - by the German gliding and modelling 

museum on the Wasserkuppe - the Harten 33's 

centre section. which is lost. At the International 

Rally there in 1974 the whole aircraft was seen in 

a barn in a little German village_ Does any reader 

with a long memory happen to recall where? Please 

contact Chris Wills via S&Gs editor if you do. 

FLY! The London Air Show, from April 16-18. For 

info about the show, see www'/ondonairshowco.ukl 

APOLOGIES for errors in the Annual Statistics in 

the February-March S&G. A new version is on p52. 

THE winner of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery for 

January 2004 was DC Perkins (£40). with runners-up 

Mrs GM Eastell and GH Chamberlain (each £20). 

February winner was G Humphries (£38), with 

runners-up R Mackie and 0 Shepherd (each £19). 
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BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION • 2004 COAC,HING PROGRAMME 


INSTRUCTOR COURSES 2004 
ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR COURSES 

Full Fee: [310.00 Young Persons Fee: [155.00 

IC 1 . . . ........ ... 3rd - 11th April 
IC 2 ...... ....... .. . ... . ..... .. 17th - 25th April 
IC 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 15th - 23rd May 
IC 4 .... ... . ... .. . ... . ... ... ... 5th - 13th June 
IC 5 .. .... . . .. . . .. .. ... ... ..... 19th - 27th June 
IC 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4th - 12th September 
IC 7 . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . ... 18th - 26th September 
IC 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2nd - 10th October 
IC 9 . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 16th - 24th October 

SOARING COURSES 2004 
SOARING COURSES AT HUSBANDS BOSWORTH 

Full Fee: [130.00 Young Persons Fee: [65.00 

SCH 1 . ... ... . . . 31st May - 4th June 
SCH 2.... . .. ... 30th August - 3rd September 

SOARING COURSES AT BGA CLUBS 
Full Fee: £130.00 Young Persons Fee: [65.00 

SCA 1.... ...... 5th - 9th July . . . .. . . . ... . Snitterfield Airfield 
SCA 2.... ...... 12th - 16th July .... . .. . . . . Bidford Airfield 
SCA 3... ... . ... 19th - 23rd July .. ... .... .. Venue To Be Decided 
SCA 4 .. . . . . .... 26th - 30th July ... .. ..... . Venue To Be Decided 

YOUNG PERSONS 2004 

YOUNG PERSONS CROSS COUNTRY COACHING COURSE 


9th - 13th August 


Th is popular course is subsidised by the BGA, so that there is no 

course fee to pay at all, and every candidate will receive a flying sub­

sidy for the week, although details of this will be confirmed at a later 

date. Application for one of the places on this course is by letter, to 

the National Coach at the address below. The closing date for entries 

will be 30th April 2004. 

Mr S Adlard, 
2 Victoria Court, Cunnery Road, Church Stretton, Shropshire SY6 2AF 

JUNIOR NATIONALS 2 SEAT TRAINING 

14th - 22nd August 

This year's course will be run by Terry Slater. He will be assisted 
by several of the UK's top competition pilots, flying high per­
formance two seat training aircraft, such as the Duo Discus. 
Application for one of the places on this course is by letter, to 
Terry Slater at the address below. The closing date for entries will 
be 30th Apri l 2004. 

Mr T Slater, 
Sky Brae, Bridewell Lane, Botesdale, Suffolk IP22 1DS 

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION, KIMBERLEY HOUSE, VAUGHAN WAY, LEICESTER, LE1 4SE 
telephone 0116 2531051 • facsimile 0116 2515939 • e-mail colin@gliding.co.uk • web www.gliding.co.ul( 

u CAA VF Char 
atever you fly, don't Iy with an out of 

1 :500,000 Aeronautical Charts 
Chart Name Current New Aeronautical Charts & Data (AC&D) 
S. England & Wales 15 Apr 04 17 Mar 05 Directorate of Airspace Policy. 

CIvil AViation Authori t~ N. England & N. Ireland 15 May 03 13 May 04 K6 CAA House. 

Scotland 12 Jun 03 23 Dec 04 45-59 Kingsway. 


l.'onaon WC2B 6TE. 


1:250,000 Aeronautical Charts 
Chart Name Current New 
1. N. Scotland West 19Feb04 TBA 
2. N. Scotland East 18 Mar 04 TBA 
3. N. Ireland 10 Jul 03 7 Jul 05 
4. The Borders 30 Oct 03 TBA 
5. Central England & Wales 17 Apr 03 14 Apr 05 
6. England East 21 Feb 02 10 Jun 04 
7. West & South Wales 11 Jul 02 8 Jul 04 
8. England South 15 Apr 04 17 Feb 05 
Note: Pubht atlon dates quoted an this page are iiub,eet to change 
Th:s producllneludes map In lIoensed (rom Orllnance Survey. 
iCI Crown Copyright and dataDa~e rig~1 2004 All rights reserved 
Ordanaoce Survey LICe11C8 Number PU 1 000 1 B&46. 
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Winpilot - VolksLogger - Borgelt - GarMax 

+Flight Computer + Moving Map 
+Full Task Nav. + Airspace warnings 
+Thermal Mapping + View flights 
+Terrain Map + Free Nav. data updates 

1).
~,
\ 

L nd«lIe TP 

rouc.l1 f·", d@..11# 
 - - "'55 

~ o.o 
270 

..vOJl3Ce L. beh 
Truch l or d<ItaIt 

Adv $249 needs GPS (NMEA) 


Pro $299 needs suitable Varia system 


Welford, Northants, NN6 6JJwww.crabb.biz Tel +44 (0)1858 575665 - paul@crabb.biz 

"Winpilot - The best features, Great Backup, Great for Gliding !!" 
WinPjlot provides the next generatjon instrument. It is the best, most powerful gliding 
computer software available, providing a friendly user interface with a fast, high 
resolution, touch sensitive display" It uses Compaq iPaq palm-sized computers. 
WinPilo!.Er..Q Combined with an IGC ValksLagger and a Borgelt B50, Cambridge 302, 
LX5000, LX160 Varia creates an incredibly powerful platform on which any option found 
in today's flight computers, and many new ones can be implemented. 

Borgelt 850 £599 + vat 

• smooth, responsive, quicker centering 
• extremely zero stable vario - rely on it 
• clear, unambiguous displays 
• installation is easy - no flasks 
• analogue display size - 57 or 80mm 
• Wiring harness for link to WinPilot pro 

VolksLogger £519 + vat 

• IGC Logger, clear GPS nav. Display 
• incl all cables and software 
• FAI task declarations and GOTO function 
• BGA2004 waypoints supplied 
• Integrated with Win Pilot Adv, Pro 

GarMax £40.00+vat - UK Airspace moving map, TPs for Garmin GPS 
~ most cost effective gliding TP and moving map!! 2004 update available March 

Crabb Computing 
3 Salford Close 

MEMBER 

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 
Cienerallnsurance 

STANDARDS COUNOlService with Security 

Probably the largest Sailplane Insurance 

Agency in EurofJe 


With Sailplane clients from all over Europe, all receiving the same high 
standards of service and competitive prices 

Our Policies now include free airside coverage for your car and your syndicate members cars 

JOINT AVIATION SERVICES LTD 

0044 (0)1420 88664 General Enquiries or 


Terry Joint 0044 (0) 1420 88700 (Mobile 0044 (0)7802 708670) 

Bernadette Pollard 0044 (0)1420 88706 • Facsimile 0044 (0)1420 542003 


Joint Aviation Services Ltd 

No.8 Old Aylesfie1d Buildings, Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton, Hants. GU34 4BY 


Or visit our website @ bttp:/ /wu.JlIJ.joillt.co.uk • 0,. email be1"lladette.pol/ard@joilllmJiatioll.co.uk 
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Your letters 


LX avionics Ltd 
www.lxavionics.co.uk <http://www.lxavionics.co.uk> 

So le UK Di , lribulor for : 	 So le U K Dislrihutor I'llr: 
L,( Nm'igario}f www. lxna vigatioll .si Fit.H'1' E/CI 'fI'()nic (;mh/-l www.fil scf.-clcl.tronic.dc 

VARIOS AND FLIGHT COMPUTERS AND FLIGHT RECORDERS 
NEW MODEL - Multi Function Controls now fitted 
to LX 1600 for operation without a PDA if needed. 
For gliders with very limited panel space, the NEW LX 1600 ;s ideal, requiring one 
57mm hole only!! 

• Essenbal controls mounted cencent ric with the mount ing scre\vs for normal varia operation 
• Supplied ready to connect to a POA for full cross -country capability when connected to a GPS 
• All connect ions ready to plug in and pO\·.Jer the PDA (no adaptors needed) 
• 	 Delivery "package" dea.ls available to Include Cahoo and operating software. 

See't!!l!Yi. 8 ion~~ 

Promotion prices Ito 30 Apnl 04) 

LX 1600 (no sonwar 1 £836.00 plus VAT = £983.47 incl VAT Software _ buy online www.flytwithce.com
LX 1600 with "NavIgator" software for PDA £1056.32 incl VAT 

A SELF-CONTAINED - FULLY INTEGRATED SYSTEM 
• IGC approved Ilogh, recorder LX 7000 pro IGC • Standard LX data oxcMnge f tures (TP& TSK Flight Info) 

Full AAT support (hOne and move funclion) ond AAT or1ented 
• Repl£lcement for LX 5000 FAI In-flight stalisllcs {die lance 10 go, time romalnir.g. requlfed 
• New d isplay (160)<240 p ixel) speed 10 reach finIsh in time) 
• Neo. design ~rolJch: lntel~.. • Data and power inlariaol) to LX 20 and Cohbn (plug alld play) 

gent Vatic unit wl1h new $'~­ • Winp llot output 

healed varia signol proce8S • Options t\vo smJl conflgural ion, remote control. compass. 


• ExtrBCTlt!fy small dlmen8lOfl8 4 secondary varlc indicators 
inches maximum ng ) • WJrUlg harness inctude<:! (p lug and play) 

• Even more U$et friendly 

NEW LX 7000/Cambridge 302 
LX 7000 dis.jJ!ay for coupling to Cambridge 302 £1 ,198.50 incl VAT 

iPAQ Mount 
LX 3 axis freedom 

Price £'.12 .51 plus VAT1605 
£49.95 incl VAT 

TIle LX 160S is an eleclrtcal variorr.etcf and final glido caJQJator ....."th 
the abmty 10 operale ,,,Ih 8n ext",nol GPS (Coltbll. LX 20. LX 400. 
G.rTTlln etc). When dOing SO U.. LX 160S 'IIifl calculato a ,,,,,,I glide to a 
point s lec1ed on tile GPS: n a!sa calcUiates ,he wind """,ponen!. 
Wnhout the external GPS fhe LX 1605 functions as a normal variomeler 
with a rM I glide calculahor. using paratnQlers entered by the pilot. (The GPS antenna shown In the 

When connected Ihrcugh LX to iPAO Adapter ( £,42.95 lnel VAn the photograph below can be 
LX 160S ",III oper.te a PDA (iPAO) with. fo r example. WinPilat or ' NAVI­ lnstalkkl remoll!!ly from the Colibri) 

GATOR" program ond will give enhanced capabili ty. Price [526.81 plus VAT 
£619.00 incl VATPrice £836 plus VAT . £982.30 Incl VAT 

RADIOS AND TRANSPONDERS 

ATR 600 Transceiver 
 Remote Control for ATR 600 
Certified to JTSO Standard: No LBA.O. l0.911106 JTSO 

• 57mm cut oul 
• 57mm drameter • Only 45 mm long (without connector) 
• 100 frequency memery • Weight 200 grn 

with names • Enables full opera lion of 
• pilo t (IcJlusla.ble sque!c:h ATA 600 version 2. 1 from 
• VOX intercom rear seat 
• accepts rnosl mlcs 

Price £20 3 .4 1 piUS VAT • ISO rnA standby 
£239.00 Incl VAT• 700g weighl 

• HF olrtput power appro' 

6 Walls 


P,,,,,, £849 pluS VAT £997.57 incl VAT 	 ATR 600 + Remote - ideal for 2 seaters 

ATR 500 Transceiver 
Certified to JTSO standarci: No LBA.0.l0.9111113 JTSO TRT 600 Transponder

with Mode S• 57 mill panel hole 
• 178 mm long (wilhout connectors) CAA Approved under 
• We.ght apprnx 700 gm BCAR B4 - 10 Nr: VC 01211
• HF - o lJ1pul p O'.'1er 6 Wails approx) 

• 57 mm cui out • 9 channel rnetnary 
·178 mm tong 


(approx) Slandby 

• power consumption 150mA 

• Easy opera tion with 
4 line LCD:~ern~rtd::,1O . 5V -14 V • Modes A. AlC and S 

• Integrated Altlcoder Price C654.47 plus VAT 
£769 incl VAT Deliveries from Feb 04 Price £1760 plus VAT 

£2068.00 incl VAT 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

• "Winter" instrumenls (to order) ATR 720A Transceivers 
• Lightweight foldable towing arms 

ONLY £599 incl VAT (as available) • Wing dollies 

COLISRI 
the user friendly flighl 
recorder small and light 

£26tO.00 plus VAT 
£3066.75 inc VAT 

Contact: John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 
E-mail: John@lxavionics.co.ukjohn@fsd.uk.net 

www.lxavionics.co.uk <http://www.lxavionics.co.uk> 
or your regular supplier 

LX aVioniCS Ltd prtce list available - on request Add p&p to all prtces E and DE 

Finish lines 
EVERY St'dson, we wad depre. sing ac ·ount·s 
of pilots u,lsi1ing th eir gliders just short of 
competition finish lines. Why do these 
,1Ccidcnts hJPpen? Well, p,lrt of the reason 
must li e wi th the comlx' titi on scoring system. 
i' ll hazard a guess th<1t had th e tClsks in 
C]uestion been merely tor pr,lCti ce, then 
the Clcc idt nts wou ld not h,we occurred . it 
,lppea rs to me to be ,1 sobering i.l ct th at if we 
wish to succeed in competitions, we have to 
be prep.lr(:'ci occasionally to push our lu ck . 

Our cross-country pupil s ,lre t,l ught to p i 'k 
a suitable IJncling field "in good time" and 
not le,)\Ie the dec ision unt il it 's too latc. 
The competiti on scoring system Zlc ti vely 

ncolll'ages LI S ttl stretch our gl ide as far JS 
possible, by awarding us ext ra points. 

Early so lo pilots are taught th at, if it 
Jppears unlikely th at they can get back to 
the cl ub site, then they must Jbandon any 
attempt to do so and select an alternative 
fi eld. in competitions w e are obliged to start 
our fin,ll glides .15 low as possible (in order 
to save va luab le time) dnd suffer a cripp ling 
po ints penalty for failure to imive. Every 
year, the st,l nclarcl of NJtionals co ntest fl ying 
gets a little higher, the competition J liltl _ 
keener, and the loss of J few minutes in a 
ra ce more cr itiGl l. Add to al l thi s the fac t 
thJt modern gliders hJve such remarkab ly 
fiat glides that rea li sti c judgement about their 
ability to complete the I,lst few YJ rds o f the 
course becomes ever more diffi cult. 

Small wonder that we have th se "landing 
short" accidents. 

The adven t of th e datalogger has enabled 
us to lessen some of th e more hazardous 
competition procedures but we've clone 
nothing to improve th safely of th t, finish 
line. Other act ive sports have cushions o r 
UJsh barriers to protect pzntic ipants in the 
event of failure. Hurdlers don't need to 
jump over bri ck wa ll s, but have lightweight 
barri ers thilt <In be knocked over eelsil), and 
PJinlessl)'; cricketers and footbJ llcrs weJr 
pads; the li st goes on. In our competition 
there is no padding prOvi ded for th c tailed 
finJI glide. if there happens to bt, a dcccnt 
fi eld on th e approach to the fini sh line then 
fine, but this is of no intC' res t to th Contest 
Rul 80 k. if the l<1st mile or two is over 
tr -es, cliffs, rocks or w ires, it 's just too bile!. 

Suggestion: have J " fini sh ring" of (say) 
1 km radius as in the rule hook, with a min 
crossing height of (S8Y, onc agJ in) 800ft, 
but high enough for the low '5t, slowest 
successful finisher to reach tlw <'l irfield and 
perform the cuslnnlary I'acing finish. The 
reC]uirement fO!" judgmen t and ski lion the 
iin,l l glide would still I' e th re, but with the 
added , civJntage th " t in the event or failure 
we have jJrov ided il cush ion o( severa I 
hundred feet w ith no nece ' ity for scrap ing 
into the c lub fi eld Jt all C 5t5. 

I had ori ginall y thought of sugge ling that 
th e minimum height finish line should h 
over the airfield, but that wou ld deprivt' us o f 
the low-level fini sh, Jnd goodncss knows we 
deserve just a lillie celebration after a hJrd 
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slog around th course. Another idea was to 
have a scale of fa ilure in hundreds of feet, 
but that would defeat the entire object of my 
sugge tion. The minimum height would have 
to be treated as if it lVere the actual ground. 

"Ah," I hear you ask, "what if our old 
British favourite, th e Afternoon Warm Front, 
approaches, and atmospheric pressure 
drops? This would give us an over-opLimistic 
reading of our height over th e ground, 
wouldn't it?" 

One W,ly round that prohlem is to equip 
the finish line observer, with a serviceahle 
altimeter. n hearing, say, th e ten-minute 
ca ll from a finish er, they cou ld ill c lude J 
QFE read ing with th eir acknowledgement. 

Jrrowly fJiling to fillish a rM:e is very 
frustrating (tell me about it ), but it beJts 
goillg home. ea rly ill the competitioll week 
with il broken glider ill the trJilcr. 
Mike Fairman, WElWYN GARDEN CITY, 
Hertfordshire 

A radical idea to improve safety 
ON a competition or other qualifying fli gh t, 
it is suggested thJt: once a glider rlescends 
below d ertain height (eg 200 metres/700ft 
dg/), the (light is deemed to have ended at 
thaI point. A by-product of this rule is that 
JII competitioll fini shes must be at least that 
high. Loggers can determille height above 
sea I 'vel. H ight above ground is d little 
more ampI icated, but sure ly Ilot beyond 
the rrogrammers of logger softw<. r to ome 
up with a sol ution involving integrati on with 
large-sca le maps. 

Inev itab ly, Some small print will be 
needed. For eXJ mple, if J fini sher pJsses 
below the 200-metre cut -off height just 
short of the line, it would seem uniair th at 
he is deemed to have fail ed to complete the 
task. A standa rd penalty (as pe.r airspilce 
infrill gement) would be more appropriate. 

C rtJinly this suggest ion will not be 
popular with die-hard r(lc ing pilots, but Jt 
least should he \ arthy 01 clebJ te. 
Jack Harrison, via email 

More on CES 
I WAS d I igh ted to read about K-6 e ES, 
now reo ident in Japan, in the February­
M inh issu (All Ihe hesl - Ihe K-uE' pH). 
I was also .1 part owner of CE , which I il w 
as a member of the Wrckin . at RAF 
Cosford and last flew at th e Mynd in May 
1989. Sadly, th syndica te broke up for 
various reasons il nd the glider wa~ sold to 
Lasham. I regrettably did not achieve any 
outstanding fli ghts in CES other than 
completing my five hours on the ridge at the 
Mynd in March 1988, whi h is a memory 
I will alw(1Ys treasure, in that beautiful part 
of Shropshire. 
I wish Mr Tan eda every success with CES in 
Japan, which I have also visited and is not 
unlike th countryside of Shropshire so CES 
should feel quite at home. I t'nclose a photo­
graph of me posing aiter my iiv ,-hour fli ght 
at the Mynd. 
Don Rhodes, NEWPORT, Shropshire 
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Don Rhodes after doing his Silver duration at the Mynd 

in the K·6 now resident in Japan. See More on CES 

Bad impressions... 

I AM clismJyeci at the ,lrticle Firsl impressions 

(February-MdITh 20m, pSO). 


The three-times eFI asks in th t, findl lines: 
" I'm still looking for J suitable Wily to make 
an impress ion, Jny impression. Any icleJs7" 

Well he hilS created one, a bile! one. He 
gives the impress ion that it's OK to tow out 
of IllJrg inill fields. He giv "s the impress ion 
that tuggies Jre only interested in th ' ir own 
surviVe I. H gives the impress ion th;)t it's 
"cool" to sti -k your neck out to pICM_ those 
in authority. ALL WRONG' I quote: " It was 
suicide. But he was the chairman". 

There can only be one reasonable vie'.;v oi 
this gung-ho rubbish. ItJs <J bad bild impres ­
sion. His article should have IJeen five words 
long: " If in any doubt, don 't." 

I for one will NOT be looking to fly dt his 
club (which one is it ?). I hope hi s chairmclll 
has some educative comments about this 
articl e's effect un his ~ ILlb 's reputati on. 

I'm surprised that this articl e was printPci 
without comment from 5&G on the flight 
safety content. 
Mike Terry, Assistant Instructor, Dukeries 

... And good ones 
I would just like to SJ)' how much I enjoyed 
th articl e on first impressi ons in last months 
5&G ilnc! would add that it has made quite 
an impression on me! I hilVe now I,l nded (Jut 
iour times in the pursuit of my Silver distance 
Jnd each time it has been a road retrieve. 
I've never had thE' pleclsure of an Jerotow 
retrieve, however, having read this Zlrti cle 
I now realis th at yuu land in a fie ld th ,1t a 
tug pilot can get illto so as to increase HIS 
experi ence in Lugging! He's not going to 
worry about getting your glider dirty on take 
off or whether you are st ill on th e b;)l.:k of 
the tug Jt 2,000it. He may give you a 
convincing plJn before take-oif but don 'l 
helieve him! So IllV advice would be to 
pick your field as you should at 1,200ft 
- remember surface wind, fi eld length , 
obstruction, slope, s urfa C(~ dnd stock. 
However, I would then try and make sure 
th aI there is a good pub near by as you ca ll 
have a drink and won't have to fly an 
<l erotow retrieve - and a crew will always 
find a pub if you give them the name of it 

and tell them there is a pint waiting for 
them! I'm going to give my nilme now in 
case I c<l n' t sZly it when you JITive at th t' 
pub ... if only I ou ld re.member itl 
Email address supplied 
The an()/}ymous CFI rl'l'lie5~ I w", riis"Pl'ointed hy (!lIe 

or Ih ,e Ie'tlers "hout 111)" drticle ,mel " pplauc/ the o ther. 

To IJUI fhi0t::1 in ~OfJJ(-, 1)(.-''-'''PC'Cliv(', J hl\1{1 /)('cn gliding 

for .J4w~ars, Iu,g.g ing {or 11 H ?il r.' . h.,vt' ;., 11 l11rt'l.· 

Diamo",}, dill } mIJ(e II'eln 5,OO(Jh~ m thl' air. } am ,,{.50 

,I" ex Futl ,It puwer iw tructor Jllel the u"ly cldl1"lJjC' 

I h,II'(, c, /Usecl to .myone is .J clislo ,lied thumb {or cI 

student in " T-21 (bul that'> clll()tl"" story). 

!l i tl uul. A'I,kl', gliding is ul'pu< d lo iJ(' (i, ) (un 

"nd thl'lP is ,) lunny side 10 ev 'rrilling If )'OU lonk {or it. 

I ilclmit 10 ,1 lillIe (J()l!tic /i cence in part o lthe "rtic/e 

,>nril was warflL..'·c/ that il miHi1t cause some comment, 

hut 111E'1 it m,Ic/e one or IIVO w,Ic/el think "ull/ sid" Ihe 

box", A 101 of Ihe poinlS I IlJJdl' WL'fC IUlJgue- in-l.:"hcck 

,1,,<1 it it "'.lele just ()n" /7ilol (g liding or powel) tl1ll lk 

.,houf wh.lt thC'y .1((' (/Oifl.q, it \V.h IvcJlworth Ih ti({ori . 

TI7(' <1I)lJ1lYlll0U5 I vrif(' r of Ill' second letter has rcarl 

iJefw(-'(-'o Ih(' lillD cln(1 h)s .~I,"'!(,cI tu Ihink .1!Joul whj ll 

hf' fur she! i . .;, doing <md C(lth}lI), if))fw(tdnllv. W!Jdf i;-, 
/)(.'io;..: don(' lO Ih('(1J. Von 'I o('/iev(.' .111 yuu 1)(..',lr in the 

I,.,f. ami <fon't hl'/i('\'(' .III yuu rCd{/ III 58, II might h('L 

~()l1"I e{) lI (! like m e /f'lIinJ.: the /"/e.f 

Yes, spins 
WH EN I read Oh no - not spins in th e 
October- N )vember 2003 issue (p47) 
I illlmecl iat .I)' recognised Ill)' own response 
to spinning. I had made the mistake of 
listen ing to all the stori es that are told in the 
I ar about spins, and th erefore I built up a 
lea r of spin trai ning. I thought that spinning 
would be a lot worse than it reall y is, as 
with, nything new. I also dis ·overed that 
99 per ccnt oi solo pi lots wi II SJ)' thot th ey 
do not like spinning, and the only reason 
that they d , pi n is so that they kno'vI' the 
correct recoverv should t hev ever need to 
use it. It has taken me three' years to reJ li . e 
that we trJin to dev ·Iop the knowledge to 
recover rrom spill!> nterecl LlnintentionJlly. 

The WJy I overcame Illy lear of spinning 
IVJS hI' approaching the Sdme instructor 
each ti me I h,lVe held to do my spi ns. Over 
the previous two YCJrs I alwJys hJd the' 
instructor put t·he glider into the spin and 
I recovered it. However, over the las t six 
months I hJve been putting the glider into 
th e spin ,mel reeov ring it as well. Since 
I have IJecn putting thl! gli cJpr into the _pin I 
hav • ~tJrt ed to If:;'e l a lot more confident. 
Thi s is because I know what the glid "r is 
going to do and how it is going to respond; 
I , m in antrol rather tha n tht~ instructor. 
I helve also discovered th,lt ~ pinning with th t:' 
saille instructor each time builds up my tru st 
in him hecause he kllows how I feel ,lbout 
sp inlling JS well JS Illy other lVeJknesses . 

If anybody hJS ,) major problem with 
sp inning like I hMI, I suggest that you find (n p 

I Please send letters (marked ·lor publication ") 10 the 
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;.,. in structor you get on with and get him/her to 
introduce spinning graduall y and regularly 
to you. This w<ly you build up confidence 
w ith the instructor, the unusual att itudes and 
al so the sp inning and recovery. It may seem 
like a long never-ending tunnel , but if you 
pract ise spins regularly th e tunnel does get 
shorter, as I <1 m now finding ou t as I slowl y 
start to fee l happy doing th em. 

Never listen to bar room stori es as all it 
does is get yo u worri ed about things that 
don't need to be worried Jbout. I made that 
mistake and it has taken three yea rs to over­
come, but now spins seem worth doing as 
I ca n see the progress th<lt I hilve been 
making recently. It is all worth it in the end. 
Dawn Goldsmith, COLCHESTER, Essex 

Airspace databases 
"UNOFFICIAL - use at your own risk ­
always refer to UK Air Pilot for d finitive 
inform'ltion". Yes, indeed, but I wonder how 
many glider pilots simply download th eir 
airspace databases and use them w ithout 
checking? M ore to the point, how many 
competition scorers also accept that their air­
space and waypoint databas Jre accurate? 

I have recently spent a lot of time ch eck­
ing turn point li sts downloaded from va riou s 
programmes ilgainst th e I3GA li st, and 
chec kin g airspace fil es JgJinst th e UK AlP 
da tJ. I have found many discrepancies. 
Some w re gross such <IS longitudes given as 
west when they should h - cast, whole 
degree errors in latitude or longitude Jnd 
incor rect rddii for zones. Th ere were also 
mJny sma ller ones . 

I am .on rn ed that when I use my on­
board equipment, for which I have corrected 
the fil es (rom the definiti ve sources, to 
navigate clear of restricted airspace, errors in 
the scoring programme's databas ' could 
show a false infringement. The programme 
could also incorrectly show a missed TP. 

The gross errors Jre cl ea rl y due to simple 
incorrect inputs, but many of the smaller 
ones ilr " I believe, a con sequence of the 
gliding movemen t's insistence on go ing its 
own Wily by continuing wi th d gre s, 
minutes Jnd dec imal minutes when world­
wide aviation has standardised on degrees, 
minutes and seconds. Rounding and other 
errors then ari se from conversions from one 

form at to the other, and I su spect, back 
again . The smaller errors that I found were 
usuall y no more than .009 of a minute, giving 
a position error of up to 50ft. Take .3 41 of a 
minute, convert it to seconds = 20.46, roun d 
that to 20, convert back to minutes, and the 
result is .333 - a diiierence of .ooa. 

A position given to the nea rest second 
would be within 72 ft (a t the equator 
- less elsewhere) of th e exact position. 
It is presumably for this reason that AlP 
co-ordin ~ltes for most purposes (pOSitions of 
nJvclids, airspace boundaries, airwJY centre­
I ines, free-fa ll parachute sites, etc. ) are given 
only to the nedl'est second. Where greater 
a.ccuracy is ne ' ded (rarely, such as the 
positi on o f obstruc tions close to an ai rfield) 
th e definition continues w ith decimals of a 
s ond. Do we need any grea ter ac 'u racy 
than whole seconds? Would the nea rest 
second not be suffic ient? And while we 
continue with decimal minutes, should we 
not allow a small (say up to 75 ft ) apparent 
horizontal transgress ion of airspace to go 
unpenali sed to il il ow fo r da tabase anom­
ali es? After all, the w ing tip of your N imbus 
could be 35ft inside th e airspace even when 
your GPS is outside! 

Incident,l ll y, I wonder how many glid r 
pilots have put a para zone in their GI"S 
copying directly from avia ti on sources not 
notic ing th at they are entering degrees min­
utes and seconds as degrees minu tes and 
de illlcli sl VVith a possible error of half a mile. 
AHG (Sam) St Pierre, via email 

Icarus - something fishy? 
CHRIS Ellis adds a new dimension to the 
famou s myth with his po m inspired by 
wave cl ouds over Crete (February-March 
2004, p10). If we go back about 2000 years 
to the account by Ovid (Metamorphoses, 
VIII: 230-235) we read that Jfter fl ying too 
high, IGlrUS fell ill th e sea next to the island 
where he was buried, an island that still 
keeps the name he gave to it. Thi s is SOl id to 
b Ikarla in the Cyc lades, 250km north of 
Crete and c lose to the Turkish coast. 

But th e objective o f the escape from Crete 
is va riously siJid to have been either Sicil y, 
or Cumae - an anc ient town near Nap les. 
The nearest po int of SiCil y is aOOkm over 
water to the west. Even allowing for some 

prudent island-hopping, a competent 
Jnci ent n;w igator would h,we known thM 
there was no ncecito go as f<lr nor th as 
IkJrla, alillost <)On off coursc. 

However, th ';\;\ guide to Greek Islands 
says "The pros, i expl,lIlati C)n of Ik arla's 
name is th at it comes (rolll tilE' Phoeni cian 
word for fish. " Th ' Greek for fish is ikhthus. 
The plot thickens. Baedeker even c it s loca l 
ta les of Icarus drowned in a hip with white 
sa ils that sank off Ikarla in a storm. 

Have readers any more ideas, new or old, 
to contri bute to the myth ? 
Alan Self, CONGLETON, Cheshire 

Soaring semantics 
MY stimulus for putting fingers to keys W elS a 
Discovery Channel programme showing a 
sk ier with inflated airbags being carr ied 
down on the surface of an ava lanche instead 
of being bu ri ed by it. Th e)' demonstrJtcd the 
princip le by shaking a mixture of small, 
dense particl es (which moved to the bottom) 
and IdI'ger, less dense particl s, which w ere 
moved to the top. 

When ob liged to think about it, w e know 
that grav ity Illoves denser materi als, be th ey 
so lids, liquids or 'elses, closer to the Earth 
and that th e)' displ Jce less den e materials 
away from the Earth . We ay "warm ai r 
ri ses" which is tru e, of course, but it can 
lead to th e thoughtl ess inference that warm 
air somehow propels itself upward, which is 
untrue. We would be clearer if we sa id 
"warnl air is lifted." (M et jargon includes the 
term " Li ftecllndex".) Those of parti cularly 
generous sp irit mi ght even think kindly of 
th e sink around th e th ermal , recognising its 
contribution to th eir climb. 
Norman A lull, ONTARIO, Canada 

Coaching for instructors? 
LAST year I wa s talking casuall y with a 
capab le young pil ot and I remarked on how 
well our top pilots h(ld done in intern atioll (l l 
competition. He seemed to be pl eased, 
but had not heard of these champ ions or of 
their achievements. Later, wh il st thullllJ ing 
through a back issue of S&G, I came across 
an arti c le wr itten by Br ian Spreckl e}1 entitled 
" Inst ru ct rs Task Week". In ss t'nce, this 
articl e was about a nati onal get-together of 
i Ilstructors of var)'i ng cross-country abi I i ties 

Glider refinishing in Poland • Superb quality • Unbeatable prices 

w ww.refinish.biz 
BGA approved • 5 week turnaround • Easy delivery • C of A included • 40 satisfied customers 

Contact Steve Crabb on +44 (0)7710 442742 (uk) +48 (0)71 3481043 (Poland) or email info@refinish.biz 
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being set tasks and flying aga inst or with 
each other, guid d by experi enc d pundits. 
From these ev nts, the instructors not only 
advanced their cross-country skills but also 
learnt how to give Met briefings and set tasks. 

Why isn 't this event still running? I can 
only assume it withered due to lack of 
enthusiasm, money, duty rostering, bmily 
commitments, and so on. vVouldn 't the 
standard of instruction be improved by 
reintroducing this sort of event, albeit in a 
reduced form? Perhaps it could be run on a 
regional basis using regional/national coaches 
and loca l rated pundits, and staged over a 
weekend. It might even be run alongside an 
Inter-club League fi xture with tasks being 
flown hors concours . It would be fun, and it 
might just inspire a jaded instructor to light 
th e afterburner of a young future champion. 

It was not J fluke thJt EnglJnd won the 
rugby world cup. The seeds were sown 
over five years ago in J coaching programme 
co-ordinated irom top to bottom by the 
governing body. It is through good coaching 
that we produce champions tod" y; good 
coaches will produce champions tomorrow. 
Tim Barr-Smith, via email 

Competition entries 
LAST year, LJsh am and The Soaring Centre 
used what amounted to a lotter), to select the 
pilots allowed into their regional competitions. 
Thi s makes a nonsens of the nationals rating 
li st as the pilots "selected" to fly in these 
larger competitions Clre ver)' likely to get a 
higher ratin than pilots who fl), in smaller 
ones, even though the small r reg ionJI pilot 
may have more ability. This ca n effect a 
pilot's position on the rating list and the 
knock-on effect could even affect a World 
Team selection I 

I propose that if a nationals rated competi­
ti on is over-subscribed, a recognised system 
comes into plJY which acknowledges ability. 
The ex isting rJtin . system could easil), be 
used for this purpos' and would restore 
some cred ibilit ), to th e rating li st. 

At the moment, if allowed to progress or 
degenerate (?), we could finish up w ith J 
Christmas Part)' ballot or a club secretar ), 
opening tlw entry envelopes can decide who 
fli es in th e npx t world tpa ill. \. . 
Ralph Jones, MEMBURY, Berkshire ~ 

Climate and dusty Covers 
Why be afraid of dust, rain and sun? Protect 
your airplanes with effective covers from 
Sweden. All covers are made of white water­
proof web and have very high UV protec­
tion. All Sewing is white double thread . We 
give you 4 years guarantee on the Materials. 
Easy to wash. I will send product and mate­
rials information if you wish. 

For more information 
Lars-Erik Blom 

Fax 46 50415150 
Email : emfo@telia.co 

April - May 2004 

FOR 

Flying with sunglasses on? 
Do you need reading glasses? 
Can you read your map clearly? 
Can you see your instruments clearly? 

CP W EST 
SAILPLANE SERVICE 

We onl take on work we can start immediatel 

• All major & minor repairs and maintenance 
• Sailplanes, Gliders, PFA types and Insurance work 

• Wood, Metal or Fibreglass 
• German trained and qualified composite specialist 
• Purpose-built environment controlled workshop 
• CofA, annual and mandatory inspections 
• Weight & Balance, and CofG positioning 
• Modifications, instrument panels, refinishing 

Contact Roger Hurley 

Tel: 01432 851886 Fax: 01432 850598 


email -rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net 


11 

mailto:rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net
mailto:emfo@telia.co


CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM
* See our website www.cairaviation.co.uk lor details 01 this 

new exciting variometer system Irom the same stable as 
the ubiquitous XK'0 Vario System 

from ,. ~

I
· 


, ~Ir at­. , . 
, , , Aviation 'ltd. 

I I'"XKtO "CLUB" VARIOMETIR CLEVER BOX VARIO 

£269 £299 "You can bank on us" 
+ New Instruments: PZL Expanded Scale AS!'s. 1.5 Tums 0·140kls £129, 1.75 Turns 0-2OOkls £139, PZL Zero Reset Vorios, Flask and Ring, 80mm (Glider) £219, Extended Scale (Motor Glider) 
£199, 57mm IGlider) £219, PZLEZS5 Mini TIS £299, Lunik Mini TIS £259, American Mini TIS £269, Sensitive Altimeters £149'£153, PZLAltimeter £109, Mini Accelerometer £159, CM24 Bullet 

Pedestal Compass £49, LC3 Panel Compass £47, Vertical Cord Compass £139 + Surplus Tested Instnunents: Horizons wilh new Solid Stote Inverter, Ferranti Mk6 £329, Mk14 (Coloured Disployl 
£409, Mk31 (Coloured Display and Integral Slip Balli £499, 80mm Glider role TIS £114, Smiths Mk20 80mm Altimeter 6 O'clock Knob, £114, Mini Accelerometers £99 + Radios: Dekom 960 Panel 
Mount £249, Hand Held £216.90, ICOM A3E £276, Glider Battery Cho~r £19.90 + BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: Original New "Offfurs" £199, Lolest "Offfur" oIternahV9 rekme for modern 
gliders - Aerolow CW400 series £179, C of GCW300 series £219. Excnonge OM series £119, CW series £99, Spring Kits available 011 series. New "Offfur Gold" Launch Sofety Weak link Carrier .£9.50. 

(AIR Aviation Ltd, Steephill House, Felcot Road, Furnace Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RHI9 2PX Tel: 01342 712684 Fax: 01342 717082 
e-mail: colin@(oiraviation.co.uk www.cairaviation.(o.uk 

· ~De~elopment news 

Lottery funding: all change 

S
INCE the Lollery Sports Fund opened 
in 1995, gliding clubs in th e UK have 
bencfited from over one milli on 

fJounds in capital grants. 
For the last year, however, funding tor 

gliding projects has been in the doldrums 
and following the public<ltion of th e BGA 
booklet "F inanc ial Help tor G liding Clubs" 
in April 2003, there have been further 
changes whi ch have an immediate effect 
upon gliding. 

Sport England's Chi ef Execu tivE', Roger 
Draper, wrote to al l sports governing bodies 
in April, 2003, stJti ng that, due to lack of 
Lollery fund s, capitill funding had been 
frozen and that no new app licat ions could 
be accepted until "early in 2004". 

Sport England has now stated that a 
Community Investmcnt funding progrilmme 
is expected to re-open on April 5, 2004, but 
on a different basis to the Conlmunity 
Pro jects Cap ital fund w ith which we have 
become fJmili ar. The prin ipal chJnges are 
expected to be: 
Ii) Funding wi ll be dccentr,tiised and 
admini stered on J regional basis, under 
the nin e, newlY-dppoi nted Regiona l Sports 
Boards. 
(iii Allhough eligibility is likely to be much 
tighter, gliding will still be eligihl e for 
fundin g under th e oillmun ity Investment 
Programme. 
(iii ) Th -'re w ill he new app li ca ti on 
pro eciure, new ilpp li ca li on pack, new 
forms, etc. An "ell ll')' forill" or "in it ia l bid" 
w ill be dea lt w ith cen trall y, aiter wh ich, 
if thl' hid is successful, the appropri ate 
region takes over and a case oificer is 
appointed to ,ldvise and ilssist w ith the 
detailed appli ca tion. 
(iv) No spec imen forms are aVil ilable until 
AprilS. ,vleanwhile, any n w inforillation is 
likely to appear on Sport England's wehsite 

- www.sfJortenglancl.org - under "press 
releelses". 
(v) Funding wi ll he aVil ilable for capital or 
revenue projects, or ones with an eleillent of 
both. App li ca ti ons wi ll be assessed aga inst 
regionill priorities. 

Priority investment 
Sport England announced in November 
2003 th e 20 key sports to received priori­
tised inveS lment, its streamlined funding 
plans to ensure th at th e,e sports deliver 
sporting success, and a n 30 million fund 
spec ifi ca ll y ava ilable for sport s governing 
bod ies . Although gliding is included in Sport 
England's li st of 106 recogn ised sport s, it 
is exc luded from the priority li st, w hi ch 
consists of: 

Athletics; Badminton; Canoe ing; 
Cricket; Cycling; Equestrian; Football; 
Golf; GYlllnastics; Hockey; ludo; Netball ; 
Rowing; Rugby League; Rugby Union; 
Sailing; Squash; Swimming; Tenni s; 
Triathlon. 

Gliding is classed as a deve lopment sport 
by UK Sport. 

What should gliding clubs do? 
There is still plenty of preparatory work thJt 
Cd n be done so th at clubs Jre ready to "hit 
th e ground running" when th e new cap ital 
funding scheille opens in April 2004. 

lubs should prepare a !:lusin 5S Pliln < nel 
a Sports Development PIJn which shou ld 
conct'ntrJte L.lpon rrovicling comillunit y 
benefits (w ith special rderence to disadvan­
taged groups) dnd sporting ga in . 

Contact your development ofiicer during 
the interim period before cJp ital funding 
reopens, in order ensure th at you are 
properl y prepared for your next project. 
Roger Coote 
BCA Development Officer 

Motorglider 

Workshops 


DURING the vvinter months, the BGA 
has held J series of Motorglider 
Workshops. The iclea of a workshop 

seminar originally came from Ken BJllington, 
\ivho suggested th e concept to me at the 
2003 BGA AGM and again at the PFA rally, 
where we discussed the idea in depth. The 
problem that Ken highlighted, and w hich 
I cOlllpletely agree with, was that the BGA 
has not in re.cent yea rs offered any form of 
training to inspectors and CAA paperwork is 
a particular problelll area. 

The fact is, the paperwork for motorgliders 
has been steered more into line w ith the rest 
of General Av iation by the CAA and the 
vast majority of inspectors and own rs have 
not been exposed to any greJt ex tent or 
been [rained on paperwork requirements 
and procedures. 

So far, we h<1v€ held three workshops: 
Sallby (in th e loca l pub functi on room), 
Pa rhalll and Nympsfi eld. All were very well 
attended delegates from th e loca l area, 
some cOllling a few hundred mil es and one 
delega tE' from as far away as Spain. We had 
rep res ntatives frolll th e gen ' ral inspector 
cOlll lllunity, senior inspec tors, professional 
repairers, Illeillbers o t the BGA li chni ca l 
COlll mittee and owner/pilots. 

The genera l forillat of the day w. s as 
fo llows: in the Illorning session I gave a 
presentation on C/\A paperwork requ ire­
ments, covering required documents, log 
books, Cs ot A, registrati on, Illaintenance 
records, procedures, LAMS, flight testing and 
weighin '. That was the hard bit! The subject 
of _AA Air Leg islation is a huge subject and 
a whol e week cou ld be spent on it and still 
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not cover everything. By necess ity, the 
presentati on W,15 not too in depth ,lild 
wide-ranging. Another of th e objectives was 
<lLIdicnce parti cipa ti on. Delegates \·vere 
invited to ask questi ons to clMify anything 
tll,lt W eb not clear or a pertinent point that 
they hacl il pnhlcm with. With Iud:, we 
resolved some of the burning issues or at. the 
v ry le,lst, poinlecilhem in the ri ght direction 
to get th ' informat ion that was neecied. 

In the afternoon, a ,t'ries of short lectures 
was given on subjects of interest to inspectors, 
such ,15 instrument Cil libration, maintenance 
01 tow releases, sa ilplane evolution, design 
and inspect ion techniques. 

One of the main objectives was to use the 
workshop as an open foru m to ask questions, 
contribute and genera ll y mix with (Jth 'r 
inspectors and make new contacts. This is 
esp ciall y useful to pu t fa ces to names and 
for inspectors to get to know th e Chi ef 
Tech n i a I ffi er a nel vice versa. 

From th ' comments received, I bel ieve th Jt 
must insp t 1'5 and pilot/owner delegates, 
some of w hom were not inspectors, g,l ined 
sam very useful informat ion On the paper­
work side of their opcrLl tion. One delegate 
even told me, in confidence, that he was 
not awar th at a six-month, luw utili sa tion, 
check WJS required on an aircraft maintained 
until today. 

It is hoped to hold more workshops in 
autumn/w inter 2004/S , if sui tab le clubs wish 
to host an event. All that is n ded is a loca l 
co-ordinator, su itable venu e, somewhere to 
get lunch and a loca l speaker (o r speakers) 
for the aftrnoon talk on a techni al ubject. 
The BGA w i II support the evenL and provide 
all the admi nistrati on. As we have held work­
shops in the Eas t Midlands, South East and 
Suu th West, we would very much like to 
off I' the opportunity to oth er parts of the UK 
(i ncluding Scotland and Northern Ireland). 
Pl ease contJc t the e Ta if you wish to discuss 
a poss ibl e venue. 
Jim Hammerton 
BGA Chief Technical Officer 

E-news from the BGA 

F

OR some time now, we have wanted LO 
make more usc of electronic channels 
to communicate with individual glider 

pilots. The BGA website (www.gliding.co.uk) 
has now firml y estLlb li shed itself J5 one of 
the primMI' sources of informati on for the 
gliding community and we are now making 
increased use of our own form of elec tronic 
commerce. Did you kn ow, for exa mple, that 
some 90 per cent of the entries rece ived for 
th is year's nationJls were made through the 
webs ite? 

I am pl eased to announce th at a range of 
informCltion is ava i lable for you to subscr ibe 
to electroni ca lly. If you visit the BGA webs ite 
,lnd register, you will be Jble to sign up to 
rece ive your choice of information by email . 
The BGA newsletter is ava il ab le immediately 
Jnci subscribers w ill ,1 utomaticJll y be sent 
their own copy JS soon as it is publi shed. 
Like the pLl p€r version (which will still be 
sent to clubs), the -news letter w ill contain 
short news items, hut you w ill be al1 l o to link 
directl y to the full story by a simple mouse 
cli ck. 

A range of other puhli ca ti ons and cl asses 
of information w ill be made available (see 
th website for full details). In addition, 
you can sign up to alerted w henever a 
sect ion of the webs ite that is of interes t to 
you is updated. 

Thi s servi ce is avail ab le to alll3GA club 
members, so sign Lip now. 

National Gliding Week 
What is yuur club planning for National 
Gliding W k? 

The week has been designed to help us 
showcase British gliding in all uf its forms 
and to provide a foc Li s that we can Llil Lise to 
generate morc publi city for our sport at both 
the nationJI and the 10CJ I leve l. NJ tional 
Gliding 'Neek is an umbrell a uncler vvhich 

we hope BGA clubs w ill run a wide range of 
events to show everything thJt is great about 
uu r sport. 

The more events planned, th more news­
wurthI' the week should he ancl the more 
press and public interest we should be Jb le 
to generate. However, without a good range 
of events, l\Ja ti onal Gliding Week w ill not 
succeed in its aim s. As I write this, I h<lve 
heJrd of clC ti viti es that hJve been pl'lnned by 
a number of clubs, hut I rea ll y need to hea r 
of morel PlcLlse think aboLit what your club 
can do and when you plan somet hino let me 
know, eith r by contact ing me directl y 
(keilh @gliding.co.uk) Or by ntering details 
of your activity directly on to the new 
National Gliding Week webs ite, 
www. nalioll l /glidingweek.co. uk 

Club marketing seminars 
During February we held a series of market­
ing seminars to help clubs under,tand how 
to turn their striltc i obje tiv s into a sel. 
of appropriate and consistent marketi ng 
messages: decide how best to get th se 
message to their target market; and help 
them to work wi th their loca l media (press, 
TV, radio, etc). A total of 20 clubs were 
rep resented at the sem inars, h Id at 
Hu bancls Bosworth (a ll -day event) and at 
Sutton Bank and Bicester (evening sem inars). 
FeeclbJck frolll d legates showed th el t th 
seminars were worthwhile and met a rea l 
need. With a jew changes, prompted by th e 
feeclback, we hope to hold more seminJrs 
I te in the yea r, based on the all-clay iormJt, 
at a new range of venues. 

Hopdull y, other clubs w ill decide to 
Ll llend - th e overwhelming feeling of those 
that Jltencieci th e (irst set 01 seminars was 
th atth I' were well worthwhile. 
Keith Auchterlonie 
BCA Communications Officer 

FlightMap Upgrade Offer 
FlightMap is being upgraded with new planning and 
analysis features that include more comprehensive 
airspace information. The emphasis on ease-of-use is 
retained as are the existing facilities for: 

U Task preparation . 

CJ Flight display and analysis. 

U Logbook maintenance. 

The new features will become available in FlighMap 
Version 2.1. For information on availability and offers for 
purchasing the current Version 2.0 with a free upgrade, 
visit : 

www.flightmap.co.uk 
Illustration shows the Inspect facility being used to interrogate the 
airspace map layer. 
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PREPAY $3000.00SOAR Minden 
 AND GET: 
PROUDLY ANNOUNCES: 

THE BLOCKS ARE BACK!! 
LIMITED NUMBER OF BLOCKS AVAILABLE • SALE ENDS MAY 15, 2004 
For Rent: Grob 103, Grob 102, Discus B, lS-4, l5-3A, Mini-Nimbus 
SOAR Minden Block I 
PO Box 1764. Minden, NV 89423 • 8003457627 Block II . • 
www.soarminden.comsoarminden@powernet.net Block III I­.-+--+--+­
Visa/Mastercard Accepted Established 1972 Block IV • • 

If you want your club, 
site or business to 

BES EN 

by advertising in S&G, please 


telephone Debbie Carr 

on +44 (0) 116253 1051 


or email debbie@gliding.co.uk 
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ROGER TAKGBTf 
Sailplane Services 

Bristol & Gloucestersh ire Gliding Club 
Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL1 0 3TX 

Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861- Home (01453) 860447 

Mobile 07850 769060 


- email roger@targett40.freeserve.co,uk 


Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service in: 
* All glass, carbon , kevlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications 

* Motor glider engine approval 

* C of A renewals and general maintenance 

* Weighings, Including accurate in flight C of G positioning 

* Re-finishlng In all types of gel coat and paint 

* Hard wax polishing 

* Competition sealing 

* 8GA and PFA approved 

* Canopy perspex replacement 

* Aircrafl recovery 

mailto:roger@targett40.freeserve.co,uk
mailto:debbie@gliding.co.uk
http:www.sailp-.laneservices.co


Hortens "at home" 
FLYING wing enthusiasts went to Berlin in February to 

admire four Hortens being restored to static exhibition 

condition under the supervision of Holger Steinle. The 

aircraft ­ a Harten II, Harten IIIf, the two-seater Harten 

IIlh and the Harten VI - had been taken to the US from 

Germany at the end of WW2. They are destined for the 

NASM's 65-million dollar Steven F Udvar Hazy Centre 

at Washington's International Airport, although the 

intention had been to exhibit them in the new German 

Technical Museum, due to open in 2005. Now the 

Americans have asked for the gliders ' return in July 

2004. Seen (clockwise from top) are: the 24-metre 

1944 Harten Vt ­ at a hoped-far 44: 1 the mast efficient 

type in the world at that time; the beautifully restored 

Harten IIIf ­ a prone-piloted wing where a horn rotates 

around the tube on the fuselage centre-line for roll 

control and slides along it for pitch control The final 

photograph shows Ihe Harten VI again, awaiting ils 

O-box ply and ils trailing edges inboard of Ihe elevons. 

Belter news for Europeans is that Ihe museum has 

drawn plans of all the Hortens ­ and that Bernd Ewald 

has persuaded SIX German organisations to contribute 

tawards building a flying replica of a Harten IVa. 

Dates for your diary in 2004 
Dan Smith Memorial Trophy DunSlable 27/3 - 28/3 Inter-Services Coslord 3117 . 818 

Overseas Championships Ocarl a, Spain 24/5·4/6 Regionals/Junior Pre·Worlds Soaring Cenlre 3117 · 818 

National Aerobalic Camp Sallby 3/6 . 616 Gr~nsden Regionals Gransden 7/8 ·1 5/8 

Bidlord ('Iurbo") Regionals Bidlord 1216 . 2016 Western Regionals Nympsfield 7/8 · 1518 

Booker Regionals Booker 12/6 ·2016 Junior C hampionships Lasham 14/8·22/8 

Club Class Worlds Nor~·Jay 13/6 · 2516 15 Metre Nationals l.asham 14/8 ·2218 

Compelilion Enterprise Aston Down 26/6·4/7 Dunslable Reglonals Dunslable 21/8·29/8 

18 Melre Nationals Tibenham 2616 - 417 Open Class Nationals Tibenham 21/8·29/8 

Northern Regionals Sullon Bank 26/6·4/7 Easlern Regionals Tibenharn 21/8 ·2918 

Lasham Reglonals lasham 3.17· 1t17 Two-Seater Competition Pocklinglon 2218·29/8 

Club Class Natronals Pocklinglon 1017· 1817 Mountain Competition Aboyne 5/9· 11 /9 

Slandard Class Nalionals ASIan Down 2417 . 118 Sallby Open Trophy Sallby 11 /9 - 12/9 

European Championships Lithuania 2517 . 718 
Advance notice: GUild of Aviation Artists' Exh,bllion. July 20·25 

Record5 unofflclal IGC mea 
Support for standard file formats 
Support for standard GI'S, LX 
NavigaIIon, ~, Zander ani 
v~ 

April - May 2004 

News from IGC 

THE FAI Gliding Comm i5siu ll (lGc) h<:lrl ils Annual 

l'lcllary M eet ing in Swi t/erldnd in rebruary. 

~ob Henderson (i'-rzl \V~ I cled as Ihe new ICC 

Pres ident, rcp l'lCing Tor Joh~ n n - SPI1 (Norway), Pre>idcnl 

for Ihe laSI six years, w ho was un~ni ll1()u, l y elrcted 

Pr 'sidenl Qi Iionuur. I:ri~ MIner (USt\) was elected ~ 

Fir, 1 Vin'-Presid"nl. whil l' Roland ~Iuck (france), RriJn 

Spreck l ' )' (UK'I, Dick Brad ley ()outh fri ca ), Axel Reich 

IGl'rIl ldny! ,Irlri VI,H limir h )l lin (S lo""ki ,11 wer<;l elerted ,1 5 

Vicc-Pfl'sidICnlS. ICC", preSligiou> I. i I i Qn lh~1 l'vleual W."IS 

awarded to Ihl' i" l lll'r oi Ih" Wor ld - la ss glider, I'ieru 

MOH·,lli 1 1!~ l vl . P",f<'r "yd" r (Cprm~ny ! , IG · Pre,ici,'nt of 

Honour, and Tapio Savoldinen (Fin land) were awarded 

th e Ph" Gchrigcl' D iplarn;, . 

The meet ing decided fhJt Worl d ChalTlpion hip ' irol11 

2006 w ill be spl it in to two 'venlS - the Upen, '8-mel re 

1:;-111 fr" fugl'lh ~'r, ,lnd Ihr' Sland,ml, Club dll ' I Wor ld 

togel he, - both to he held in even )'e~r~. The bids for 

20()rt w illi", decided ill l'AlCCh 20()'j. Th" lun iors w il l 

rt.'Il1Zlill in two cI.1SS(,S with three pilots p('( class. Th(' 

\'Vnn1l' n's w ill fC'Ill.1in w ith thre.l' classes . nlese con teslS 

w ill ill' helrl ln odd )" '~ r5. Ther,' wi li ll ' d Grand Pri x 

Ch~nlfl ionships in odo years, the lirst in 2005 , with Ihl' 

\\'in lter b('!(unl ing \>\Ior l<l (;r~ nd Pri x Ch,'nlpiOri . T1,e 
2006 World 'h,lInpinnships in Ihe n ub b s< w ill he , t 

Vinnn in rrJn ' , .llong wllh tlw \ oriel Class. There will 

be J Eurnppan ChJmpionShips ill l U()5 II I <;Im'"kia in 

the Cl uiJ, Sld ndard and 18 'IV\ tre 1,15SC5. 11ll'rc may I,., 

J bid irom !-in land to ho ld J European hJmpi()nships 

in the 1 ·M~tre and Op n Clas e5, The lim its for the 

en l ry into 1.11 Europllans III 2004 wcre chantled to allow 

IWO pilo ts p " Jl inn,11 t\ m Clul> p · r d o S, " propo "I 

10 {nlrOc/ll e f' a 2U -!1W·lrl' Iwu-~c...) t cr c;I ,lSS \ W1S postponed 
to h(\ con~ j dered by thtl ch.Jmpionsh ip working group. A 

I"OPOS,II to iin ish Ih" World CI ,155 in 2009 \\',15 dcip,lI(·rl . 

,\ 5uil-cOllllll iltcc \V,15 eSlahli sh ~'d tn consider Ihl' 

,illl'rn,ll i" ior the ceitohrolli rlll oi Ihl' r /\I 's 100th 

lloni crsary in 2005. Suggestiuns ~ rC': a world -Wide 

simu lt.ln ~u " gliding day; ,\ world -wide GrJnd Prix 

eV( 'llls; a diq;ln(~ (by t() dLilil've 1Ill! IllLlx i lllllnl pO";"ihl 1 

disfanc" flown Mound the worlel . Olhe, ideJs .1[e i Ilvitl.>d. 

Th ere were sev -' r;11 t' ha nge~ tu the r ule~, the. Ilhlin 

one, being: 

a. To " ilow the usc oi SOO-metre c" linriel fOI badge 

flighl< using ilighl re orders, irom Octol)"r 1, 2004. 

b. O illy r)ne cli swl1ce rccorclll1ay be claimed from one 

fli gh!. 

c. The ,u le for FRs n<!eci ing calibrat ion ailer a fl ighl \\-'ill 

cha nge iram nne to Iwn months. 

d. rhf'f(' Wd J I ,nglhy d iscussion " grl rri ll1g nJdX 

weighls: Ihc out come WLb no LhJnge in !hf~ ru les for 

1 -Melrp, Stdndard dnd I H·Met,,, CI,lsse,. Th(' Op n 

Class is to cDn l inue wilh li mils of 7 Okg lor gli<i ('rs ;lilcl 

850kg for Illotorgl irlefs (this ru IL' w ill apply in 

Li thuBnj , i , Th~ pm po5dl 10 re, /r ici f ll(-' rule lu limit Ihe 

open to 750kg (m m 20()(, ",as Ilimnwlv de fe~iI('d . 

e. f\ 7S0km Diplom.l wil l ill' introduced; Ihi, wil l be 

i, lI pd Jt N~l i on :J I Aero Club IL'V('I hut w ill b(' an 

1'/\1 cllfl lnmd. 

TI1(" ICC ob j('ctiv", Wl're JlllelH led 10 include l ic~ns · 

ing Jnd Ji rslx lc(' issue's. The Ill,lin olnciJls for Ih" \ 'VJ C 

" I HlI,h,lilcis IloSlI'orth in 200') w('rl' dpprovcd, the)' Jre 

Chief 51('w,1[d Dirk Ilr,1dl('y ,lIlIl Prf'sicienl oi Ill(" lury 

"'»5 M cinlvre. There Was " Illajor eli ussion rega rciing 

til{' dowllgr,lding ollGC llppr()v~d ilight r('(() rrl ('r~. Thp 

ICC hevE' {'ndu"cd the On-line CUlllpc! il iun. 

TIl<' n('Xi PI <:Il,l[Y will he ()n March 4·5, 2 ()(}5. 

Brian Spreckley 
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75 YEARS AGO 


How it happened 

This year is the British Gliding 
Association's 75th anniversary. 
Our series of articles to mark 
the occasion begins with an 
account from the man who 
started it all - Douggie Culver 

THE inspiration for th e present Bri tish 
gliding movement certainl y came 
from The Aeroplane newspaper; 

I believe thal Mr Thu rs tJn lame W,lS r all y 
responsibl lor the Gliding Number of 
The Aeroplane which wa s publi shed on 
November 6th, 192 9, but it had the 
benevolent bl ess ing of the editor, CG Grey. 
The result of th e articles on German gliding 
published in thi s issue was a fl ood ot' letters 
to The Aeroplane, JmcJIlgst them bein J one 
from myself con t<1 ining certain suggesti ons 
which apparentl y met w ith approval, for 
I was invited to cdll at Th e Aeroplane ofli ee 
for an interview with Mr Thurst,ln james. 

At thi s meeting I offered to undertake to 
organise a luncheon part)' at a West End 
restaurant at which anyhody who W,lS 

interested in the , ubj ect would be we lcome. 
Mr Grey and Mr Thurstan james agreed to 
push th e lunch in Th Aeropl ane JS soon as 
I fo und il w nu and fixed a date. 

There were, of course, ertain difficulties. 
I had no idea of th e probJble number to 
b , .ommodJted, ti nci w ithout thi s 
inforlll iltiOIl r "staur,lIlt keepers we re chMY 
of giving me a da te. In the end, by giving a 
gUJrilntee of a minimum of twenty-fi ve, 
the Comedy Restaurant in Pa nton Street 
undertook to do the job and the date, 
December 4th, was fi xed. 

On th appoint d day I arri ved w ith 
Mr Grey and Mr J, mes and (ound no less 
than 56 peopl e pres nl. I al so discovered 
to my di sgu t th at I wa; expected to take 
the chair. 

Well , the omedy gave us an excellent 
lunch and we th en got down to business. 
I op ned th e proceedings by suggesting that 
those present should form a glidi ng club 
w ith a small subscription, find ,111 ea sy site 
and purchase a Zog ling from Germany. I was 

"Soaring history was 

made in 1929," wrote Alan 

E (''Ooc') Slater in the 

extract illustrated here, 

"/I was the year in which 

sailplanes finally threw 

off the chains which 

had bound them to hilly 

country.·' Cross-country 

achievements by pilots 

such as Johannes 

Nehring, Robert Kronfeld 

and Wolf Hirth were to 

rekindle British interest in 

gliding and soaring. Ten 

years later, as editor of 

The Sailplane and Glider 

(forerunner of today 's 

Sailplane & Gliding) Doc 

Slater asked Douggie 

Culver - a former RNAS 

and RAF pilot in WWI 

- to recall the events that 

led to the founding of the 

BGA. Like so many other 

good ideas. it all began 

with an excellent lunch ... 

(With grateful thanks 

to Wally Kahn for locating 

this article in The 

Sailplane and Glider 

November/December 

1939, p226/7) 
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foll owed by several spea kers, amongst th em 
being Mr RF Dagn<ll1, Mr ""arcus Manton, 
Mr JR Ashwell-Cooke, aptain Latimer­
Needham, 'jimmy' Lowe-Wylde and Mr 
Howard-Fl anders. Ev ntuall y, round ,1bollt 
4plll, th e party broke up, having accom ­
plished very little except th e install Jti on of 
Mr Howard -Fland L as Han Secreta ry, dnd 
myself as Chairman, of ,1 body w ith vague 
ambitions, to be known as the " Briti sh 
Gliding Asso ia tion". 

That is th e story of the "G liding Lunch ", 
as it has come to he k,iown, Jnd the birth 
of that troublous Jnd much-mal igned body, 
th e BGA. But it is not the full story, fOl' 

~bl' 1l3ritisl) jffilibing ~'ssociatioll, 
44A, DOVER STREET, W. I. 

MEMBER. 
( 1 J, ):t. ) 

J . t.. . 

J. L. R. WAPLINGTON, 
PHONE: REGENT 3783. SECRETARY, 
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A 1931 membership card for the BGA. 

which underwent several transformations 

in its early years. Mr Delaney, who lived at 

81. The Avenue, Brondesburry Park NW6. 

paid one pound and a shilling and in 

return received a book of rules, a Journal 

(see opposite) and Bulletin along with his 

card (Does any reader /Jappen to have a 
copy of the book of rules or of a Bulletin?). 

Many thanks to Jim Lynchehaun for 

donating this ticket and the associated 

correspondence to the BGA 

Mr RF Dagnall followed it up by building, 
and pr enting to the BGA, "A.T.l ", or, in 
other words, the RFD-built Ameri ca n trainer 
whi ch is now universall y used in thi s country 
and known affectioniltely as th Da ' ling; he 
;) Iso imported <1 Zog ling from Germany. 

Later, loll owing J furth r lunch at the 
Com dy, which might b descrihed JS a 
sub-collllllittee lll eeting, th e London Gliding 
Club wa s formed. At this lunch were a se lect 
few of the more enthusiJsti c clement: 
Mr Thurstan james, Mr CL StMtUP (also 
of Th e Aeroplane), Mr StJnley Brildshaw, 
Mr Ashwell -Cooke, Mr Blythe, I"'r Leslie 
Melvill e, and myself. jimmy Lowe-Wylde 
was busy forming the Kent Gliding Club Jnd 
building cl BACl. The highbrow porti on of 
the BGA WJS mJking rul es and pinning fl ags 
on d Illap JS each day a new cl ub was 
formed, but it was al so raisin g money: 
£1 ,000 from Lord WJkcfield, Jnd sundry 
slllJller amounts combined to set it up in an 
office ancl dev ise a pl Jn to import Herr 
Kronfeld <lIld the Wien to Itford Hill in june, 
193 0. The Daily Express ga te-crashed th e 
PJrt y w ith Maggersuppe ,lIld J Professor, 
but is was a good party and rea ll y got \. . 
Briti sh gliding on the move. ~ 
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Left: a page from the 

BGA Journal, No 1. 

March 1930. The top 

picture is a Z6gling 

- see overleaf for what 

this Primary was like to 

fly The same issue 

records that RF Dagnall 

presented the BGA with 

one of these machines 

in early 1930 - the 

Association's first glider 

Right: an advert for the 

American edition of 

L Howard-Flanders ' and 

CF Carr's book, first 

published in the UK in 

1930. Howard-Flanders 

was designated the 

BGA's first Han. Sec. at 

the gliding lunch 

Right: the cover of the 

first issue of the BGA 

Journal (price 2/6). 

It was published in 

March 1930, even 

though the BGA was 

officially inaugurated 

only on the 27th of that 

month. We are aware of 

three issues extant of 

this journal (the others 

are August 1930 and 

January 1931). Does 

any S&G reader know 

of any later editions? 

Left: an early member­

ship form for the BGA, 

which was routinely 

sent out with copies of 

the BGA Journal 

Right: by 1939, when 

DC Culver's article was 

published in The 

Sailplane and Glider. 

there were several clubs 

established across the 

UK. Midland GC, for 

example, was settled at 

its present site. This 

brochure was for its 

1939 instructional 

camps (Easter, Whitsun , 

August Holiday and 

Public Schools), each 

costing eight pounds 

and eight shillings. 

Incidentally, the 

brochure promotes 

gliding as: "The sport of 

youth" - plus ya change! 

Then, of course, came 

the Second World War ... 

AND 

MOTORLESS 

Cb~ ---"l 
British Gliding Jluoclallol 1\ 

Journal 

:-.IARCI I. 1910 
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75 YEARS AGO 


Lazlo Revy built the Z6gling from the original plans 

The solo way to learn 

As part of our series marking 
the BGA's 75th anniversary, 
Jochen Ewald tries out the 
very first glider type that the 
BGA owned - the Zogling 

LIFE on Germany's holy mountain of 
glid ing was crazy in th e earl y 19205. 
A stra nge group of enthusiasts would 

meet at the Wasscrkuppe w ith jusl one ,li m, 
to get airborne, no mailer how. And, as 
power d fl ying was forbidden in ea rl y 
post-WWl Germany, gli ding Wcl S the onl y 
way for them to get ' their backsi de off the 
ground' . But they had to do it th hard way, 
tedching themse lves In self-designed aircraft 
or ill 'gliders' offered by so-ca ll ed glider 
l1lanufJ cturers most of whom never dared to 
try Iheir own products. 

During the mid '20s, the first serious (and 
now the world 's Id °st) gliding 5 hool was 
founded Ll t Ihe Wa. serkuppe. Its leJder and 
first CFI Fril Z Stamer worked to estab lish a 
sensib le train ing scheme, together with the 
R05s illen gliding school based on the dunes 
of Ihe Kurlsclw Ndlrullg coast (now 
Lithuania) . These gliding schools form er! the 
Rhon-Ross itten-Gescll schafl (RR G) and 
worked to puhli cis gliding as ,1 sa fe 
nd youth-edu ca ling sport rather th " n a 

movemenl f cra zy daredevil s. 
Two-seat tr,lining gliders weren'l ava ilabl e, 

and even if they hdd been they would have 
been iar 100 heJvy to bungy, Ihe onl y launch 
melhod. So Stamer needed nol only a trJining 
scheme, but al so an easy-tn-fl y, strong and 
forgiving glider which would be easy to r pair. 

18 

With such a machine he could st<l nda rdise 
Ihe single-sE.ater b, sic Iraining scheme, 
beginning wilh keeping the wings level in 
the w ind and advanc ing v ia ground slides 
and short hops towards rca I fI ights . 

By 1923, Al exa nder Lippi sch (later a 
iamous aircraft designer) drew up the Hois 
d r Teufel, a light, e,. y-to-fl y trainer (8 fl ying 
repli ca of which was built by Mike Keach of 
the London GC at Dunstabl e) . It had fair 
performance, but was often damaged during 
bad landings and was lime-consuming to 
repa ir. So, in 1926, Lippi sch ,l nci Siamer 
designed a real primary glider to be tough 
and easy to build and repair, tlw ~~G- I 
Zogling (Pupil ), together w ith Ihe Grun Clu 9 
Skull splitte r, it wa. the standard tminer until 
they were replaced by Ihe SG-38 in 1938. 

Pared to the minimum 
With its simple w ire-brJced rectangular 
w ing, a ' two-dim ' nsionJI' framewo rk 
fusel age, a wooden box -type spar JS a 
ca rrier for an open seat and a skid <l cting as 
J dampi ng element underneJth, the ZfJg l i ng 
pared the d signJtion "aircraft" to the 
abso lute minimum. It did, though, offer 
quite good crash protection for the pil ot. 

eri al production starled in 1927 by 
Alexander Schl eicher in his focto ry Ll l the 
foot of the Wasserkuppe, Jnd among the m rly 
customer was the Hung,1ri Jn Aeroclub. 
Although none of the original machines have 
survived, Hunga ri Jn vintage enlhusi,l st 
LJsz lo Revv decided to commemorJte the 
70th a nniv~ rsa ry of th t, Aeroclub by building 
a repli ca irom Ihe originJI [ll ans. He also 
managed to ce rtify it for bungy l<:lunching, 
autolow and even aerolowing. During a 

VGC ~J ll y in the Czech Republi c, he offered 
mc the ch, nce to fl y his prec ious machine. 

Settling onto the small sea l (it's a plank 
and c1on' t lrip over the wires JS you get 'in ') 
I imlllH liately rea lised inr whom thi s glider 
had been designed - only a 14- to 1 fi-yeJ r-old 
would find a comfortab le positiun. My 1.8m 
heighl mea nt that I had to fold myse l( in 
between the pedals (J simple bJr, rota ting 
Jround a central ax is w ith lea ther straps to 
sec ure )/our feet) and Ihe backres t. Although 
Ihere are proper straps to ho ld you in, 
I noti ced a leJ th er loop above my head; this 
is J 'psychologica l' han&tbld (or the left 
hand when bungy iJunching. 

Whil e go ing th rough Ihe minimJI checks 
I noticed that neutrLl I elt'va tor (the contro l 
movemenls CJn easilv be seen from the sea t) 
positioned the sti ck I-~e ll forwards. This 
turned out to be d precauti on 10 prevent its 
injuring the pilot's face in a cra sh. 

For car- and aerotowing, the ' rnodern 
Zogling' has a towhook next 10 the original, 
open bungy hook. A further modifi ca ti on 
to the 1 <)27 slandard is La sz lo's small 
instrument p,lIlcl which contains I n ASI 
(very sensiblc, as we' ll see laler) and a 
va rio (Laszlo aetuedly soars thi s machine). 
An cl ltimeter isn'l necesscl ry - jusl look 
down 10 see how high you are! 

On el n aerotow L,~ s 7 1 0 us s a long 80-metre 
c,lble. There's a 'ood reason for this: wi th 
the centre of the aerodynami c iorces close 
to the high wing leve l, and the attachment 
po int oi th e ca bl e being very low, hori zontal 
towcah le tension [lrodu ces a tai I-heavy 
moment. Thi s has 10 be compensated by 
'down elevalor' during ,I n aerotow on a 
short rope. Using J long towrope, you ca n 
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fl y higher than the tug (which you usually 
shouldn f'ver do) whi ch allows the cable to 
pull down th e nose helping the Zogling 
rem,lin longituclindll y stabl e even at an 
Cl irspeed of 8Skm/h. This high tow position 
doesn 't pull up the lowplane's telil too illuch 
because the cable forms d bow. During the 
initial part of the launch, the glider can also 
clilllb quickly above the propwash. 

Th e tug for Illy flight wa - a big, early 19505 
Czechosl ov< ki ,lI1 L-60 Briga clyr, ,1 four-seClt 
STO I. Jircra ft, something between the W\'V2 
German Flescler 156 St rch and th e post­
war Dornier Do-27. It looks huge and heavy, 
but was the low est tug aVililable. 

As the li rigadyr took up the sl ack, th -' 
elasti c towcJble stretched ilnrl then we 
quickly beconw airborne; the feeling was 
much like th il t of < bungy ILlUnch. Anxious 
not to climb too high, I pusheclthe stick 
forwa rd a bit too much and dropped into the 
powerful prop turbul ence. With a wing 
trying to drop I needed full ruclrler for sOlll e 
time to g I it level again . I used only littl e 
(. ileron becdus I feared its l<lrge drag might 
h,wc made th situJtion wor e. 

Climbing bi1ck into the clec n Ji r, the 
Brigadyr lobourerl in front Jncl b >101'1' with 
the very high ngle of attJck necessary to 
give me a slow airspeed of 80 to aSkm/ h. 
As we climbed each little gust increased the 
tension on the cable, resulting in the Brigarlyr's 
tCl il being pulled up C1 bit and requiring 
continuous eleviltor work by the pilot to 
k ep th e spe.erl c()nstant. To m<lke hi s life 
easi er, I tri ed to fly as low asl could without 
los ing too much 10ngitudinJI stability myself. 
As I pulled off Jt 800 metres he turned back 
tD get a close look at the crJzy fl ying chair 
Jnd I could wave my thanks! 

Whil e I till had height I wanted to test 
the Zogl i ng's staII ing ch a r~lCteristi cs. Down 
to 50km/h, it fli es and reacts normally, as you 
would expect it from a good trainer of the 
time. Below 50km/h, the sti ck slarted to feel 
spongy, but the glider continued to fl y with 
normal reacti ons to control inputs and but 
th ere were flO further stall wilrnings. As th 
ASI reached 4 km/h things ch<lnged very 
suddenly: on side of th e rcct<lIlgular wing 

Pared to the minimum (don 't even think of sideslipping) and yet thousands of youngsters learned on the Z6gling 

sta lled, dr()pping very quickly <mel giving me 
the impression of standing verti ca ll), in the sky. 
Although I have spun many gl iders, I couldn't 
be li ev ~ th e feeling you get when you do it 
in an open pri mary; it's so hard to describe 
you just have to experi encE' it! 

Sudden wing-drop 
During th w ing-drop, I had applied opposite 
rudder and eased th e stick forward so the 
rotation stopped after less than half a turn 
- but it felt a whole lot longer - and I eJsed 
out of the dive without gJining much speed 
or losing much hei ght. It was at this point 
th at I understood why many old photographs 
show primari s with their noses stuck in the 
ground after fail d bungy launches ... 

Fortunately, .peed and height were USUJlly 
low when the wing-drop happened, so most 
pilots were not s riously injured. Wingtip 
washout to prevent sudden wi ng drop when 
stalling wJsn't introduced until about tlc'n 
years I,lter. The SG-38, for instJnce, has J 
very gentle straight-on stall , resulting in only 
light damagE' when the much beller sprung 

<md damped skid hits th round.Flying th e 
Zijgling in the 'normal' sp ' cd range, b tween 
55 ;:I nd 65 klll /h, it fl ff'>s agrecJbly and r 'acts 
well , hut you need big, unambiguou5 untrol 
inputs. The small correction \'\If! Illak in 
today's glider < re simply ign red by the 
primary. But this is the way thin gs had to be 
bil ck then becCluse, with the single-seJ ter 
instruction m thod pupils on their first fli ghts 
would have lost control of a machine whi ch 
responded to ach little control input. 

Aileron mOvement created lots of drag ilt 
slow speeds, more than tip mall, all -moving 
rudder coulrl compensate ror. Differential 
ail eron movements to reduc e th is effect, 
w here the 'down' control surface hJS less 
deflection than th e one going up, did not 
become common until 193 4. You could also 
clearly reel how each control movement 
killed the glider's perfonmn ce, so I tri ed to 
use them sparingly. ..I 

With no thermal s about to try the soa ring 
ability, it soon hecJme apparent as I looked 
below that it WJS time to think about IJnding. 
Given this IllJchine's performan ce, or lack of 

Leather straps hold the pilot's feet on the rudder pedals: instruments are not standard AI/-moving rudder is too small to compensate for the large amount of aileron drag 
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75 YEARS AGO TRANSPONDERS 
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~ it , the circuit would have to be along the 
,lirfielcl perimet'er. On base I reckoned 
I needed to increase sp e I to 70km/h before 
turning on to final, and I wuu ld S-turn to 
lose what 5urplus h ightl had. I cuu ld howe 
sid , 'lipped, but I got the impression that the 
open fus 'Iage fram work woulrl resu lt i 1 

absu lutel no drag incre<)sc. 
Th > asi 5t way to get a Zi.igli ng down is 

to push th e stick iurward a li tLi e: the slightly 
increased speed raises th e Jirframe drag so 
much it's like having airbrak Js . I reLkuned it 
wou ld be best to keep thi s ste p Jttitude 
until almost on th e ground because th e 
unobst ructed view tram th pil ot's seat can 
make you fl are too , oun - and I cert.ai nil' 
didn't w nt to acid il n w ZOlling crash 
photo to th e many histori c: ones ... 

Clos' to th e ground I leve lled oii and the 
sk id touched 50ftly, bringing us to a halt :lrtcr 
a short slide. Soppi ng doesn't mean the 
flight is ljuite uv r, though, as th e pil ot has to 

ZOGLING 


Steve Longland 

suppress the reaction to put a foot on the 
ground to try to pr v nt the wing going down. 
Instead, when the stick has to be moved 
towards (not aW<ly from, ;15 the usual reaction 
would be) the dropping wing to prevent the 
dileron tip being damaged by the ground. 
. r ha also tu be taken when opening th 

hanps, lock - if you forget to hold Ollto the 
sea t or the lea th Jr hJndl e, you are b , 
dump d un eremoniously bes ide the glider 
in front of a smirk in g retri eve crew' 

A lthough th Zog ling isn't as 'p rf ct' JS 

IL tel' primaries such as th e SG-3H (a lso built 
in GB as the EoN Primarv) or the British 

lingsby T-38 Gra ' s hopp~r, this gli der 
appears to h,lVe b en J safe <nd easy to fl y 
trainer lor its tim - as long a you kel~p the 
speed up .:wd Jre a,vare of how quickly it 
loses height. If you ever get the chance to try 
In o ld primary, do it and join the thous,lnds 
of others who learnecl to fl y this W<l)'. 
Thanks, l.az lo ior the oppurtunity. 

BUilding a primary glider. almost certainly a Z6gling, at Beacon Hill Aerodrome in Essex in 1936 
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Fransois Van Haaff, who is the 
Technical Officer (Airspace & 
Equipment) of the European 
Gliding Union, gives a simple, 
Europe-wide view of the pros 
and cons of transponders 

To START OfT w ith a bi t of history: 
tramponders, the ai rborn part of 
Secondary Survei Iia nce Rcl da r (S SR), 

were first developed to enhan ce primar)' 
rada r. Pri mary radar, which we ,1 /1 know from 
its impressive antennas s(?c'n rota ting at 
airports (for approach control) or sometimes 
in the middle 01 th!? countryside (fc r long 
rimgt' surveillance) was developed during 
vVorld V\liH Two, 

Strong pulses in the orcil-,'r of a mega-Watt , 
bundled in cl nJrrow bealll, prove.d to be 
reflected by Jircrai!. This gives a weJk (but 
strong enough) signa l in the raciJr rece iver, 
which is tUl"lled on immediately aiter each 
pulse has been transmitted <lnd whi ch 
obviously uses the ame ant nna to "h ear 
better". The azimuth (geographical direc tion) 
01 th anteJlna and th e time interva l between 
trJnsmi ssion of each pul se , /ld the reception 
of the refl ected en rgy determ i ne the 
azimuth and dista nce of the aircra ft. 

Unsurprisingly, this works well w ith 
Boeing 74 7s, but the metal and wiring in 
gliders often reflect wough energy to let 
the glider show on th e radar 'creen as a 
"b lip" as well. 

Thi s is fair enough, but there are two 
importan t things missing. One is the identity 
of th e aircraft, the other is its altitude. During 
\!\Ior lcl War II, therefure, IFF (Identifi ca ti on 
Friend or Foe) was dev is cI, later developed 
fu rther fo r civ il app li ca ti ons as "SSR". 
A military versi on w ith spec ial fLln ctions is 
still ex tensive ly used as IF F. 

Primary radar is a passive system, because 
the weak refl ec ti ons on th..f skin and other 
Illftal parb of the direrillt are detected on the 
ground. SSR trilnsp()llcl E~ r _ a ·tively rep ly tu 
interrogations w ith reld ti v I)' : tr ng pul ses of 
up to SOOW. Apart from the in formiltion co n­
tJined in the reply pulses, these relil ti vely 
strong signals give a much better relda r pic­
ture. In " Imost all modern rada r systems, the 
primJr), and seconda ry rJdar returns arc 
detected, comhined and tracked in sophi sti­
ca ted algorithms, so that. for instance, t'he 
heading Celn 'l lso he dpriveci and shown on 
the screen. [)rev iouslv, the contro ller hol d to 
either ask the pilot f~r hi s head ing or watch 
the <llterglow of th e bl ips on hi s screen. 

Modes 
All interroga tions are milt.le on 103D l\llH z, 
all replies onl 090 MHz. There cHe lour 
ways oi interrogat ing, ca lled Modes. WIlE'n 
interrogated in Mode A an aircraft is Jsked 
for his 'identity, when interrogated in Mode C 
he is asked for hi s 'Jltitude. The Modes Band 
D Jrc not used. Th e civil Mode A coinc id C's 
with the military Mode 3. That is why Mode 
A is often call ed Mode 3/A. 
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ood or bad? 

The rep li es are cJlled Cudes. The Mode A 

Code is set in the cockpit in four digits, the 
Mode ( Code Jutoillati ca ll y transmits the 
altitude, with 10U.2 hr);] as the reference 
pressure, jU5tlike in ['light Leve ls. 

Coupling a d<:'ciicateci Mode A Code to ;J 

fli ght pl ilTl all()w~ the controller to see the 
ca ll sign of a particul zlr airerJlt directl)1on his 
screen. M ode C docs th S.1me for him with 
the altitude:. Tug~' th c' r with the Iwading, 
deri ved from th e trackin g 'llgorithlll , we have 
now enormously illlproved the inform,l tion 
ava ilahle tn the raci,lr controller on his 
scre.en. Thi s explJins why transponders 
without I"'ode c: ..1 n nn longer be ac epted. 
INc .1 150 begin to uncierst,lTld why controllers 
don't like to give de,1[ances to aircralt 
(including gliders) that do not G Hry ,1 

tr,l nsponcier. 
In motori seci aircraft th e altitude is usually 

deriverilrom the Jltim ' ter (independent 01 
the altiml'ter setting) or from J sepJrate 
Jltitude coder, the so-call ed blind encoder. 
nle Li ght AviJtion SSR Transponder (LAST) , 
which we will discuss later, has its own, 
built -in Jititud cod'r. 

Th,~re i~ now;) new development , <l li ed 
Mode S. The 'o ld ' Mode NC has a few prob­
lems. BeGlUs(> of increasing commercial trJf­
fi c (douhling in ,1hout 15 years) there is now 
il IJck 01Mode A codes. Also, the 109() 
MH z repl y frequen cy is becoming sJturated, 
with two typi ca l subsequent problems: g,1[­
bling, which mea ns th il t th e reply pulse 
tr,l ins from more than one Jircralt upon nne 
interroga ti on m<1y overlJp, sO llleti mes 
cJusing confusi on, ,1nd ' fruit ', rep li es 
rece ived on th e ground from transponders 
thJt were interrogJt ,ci by other int erroga tors 
on the ground. The garb ling problem has 
heen ,1mply shown duri ng tests in France. 

Mode S w ill solve this. In Mode S (S for 
se lf'ctive) every ,1 ircraft has its own address 
- the so-cJll ecllCAO 24 bits Jddress - so 
that every aircrzdt can be interrogated 
individuall y. When all are interrogateci one 
after the other Vi,l their own address, th ere 
wi II he no 1090 MHz saturation problem 
I n)' mor ' and the code shortag , garblin g 
and fruit problems w ill be over. 

In its El ementary Surveillanc mode, 
whi ch appli es to vm flight , I)asicall y the 
rea l ca ll sign (rather th,ln ,1 fo ur-digit cocie) 
will be transmitted, plus the al titude. 
In Enh<lnced Surveillancei for ommercial 
traifi , il lot more data are transmitted. 

All this will improve the radar picture 
enormously again. It will he clear that Mode 
S is sensible Jilci inevitaul c, at least in the 
so-called "Core Area" of Europe (13e lgium, 
pcrt of ngland, a part of France, Germil ny, 
Lu xembourg, the Nelh rl.Jnds Jnci 
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Switzerland). It mea ns a new generation of 
transponders, yes, and they will b more 
expensive, but not that much. 

M ode S transpunders automati cZl lly 
functi on like Mode Ale: transponders when 
interroga ted in Mode Me, so Mode S 
transponders include NC function ality. All 
in all, Mode N( transponclers will soon be 
outdated in the core Jrea of Europe. They 
should no 10ngE:'r be bought there. 

The datE'S from which Mod'S trallsponders 
are. m<l ndatory Zlre publi shed in nation,]1 
AI Cs, but generally speaking MJrc.h 31, 
2005 is the dJte for new installations ,lC ross 
Europe (hut UK rearlers should also ~ee th E:' 
sect ion about tr<1rlsponcieJs in Carr VVithall 's 
Mtic!c, Gliding and UK Air!>pacc, on p42). 
ExiS"ting Mocie NC trJnsponcicrs IllJY in 
g 'neral be used until March 31, 200a . A 
[urocontrol spec imen AI " gives guidelines . 
Most nilt ional AIC, ca n be consulted nn 
the various Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) 
weiJsites. The Eurocontro l specimen AIC can 
be consulted on the Eurocontrol website, in 
tlw context of the Mode S programme. 

ACAS 
Flefore we go on, another consider,ltion 
must be mentioned: th e Airborne Colli sion 
Avoiciance System (ACAS). The Amcri cJ n 
IJroduction version is c,llieci Traffi c Co lli sion 
AvoiciJnce System (TCASl. The lates t version 
is TCAS-7. Aircra ft equipped with ACAS 
(most IFR fl ying/commerci il l airer,l !"t) 
interroga te all aircraft ,",v ith Mode Me or 
M ode S trJnsponders in thei r vicinity, 
deriving a picture from this and warnings 
when th eir ovvn trajecto ry is in conflict w ith 
the trajectory of anoth 'r aircraft. If necess,lry, 
firstl y < Traffic Advisory (TA) warning is 
generated. Secondly, and only if necessary, 
this is followed by J Resolution Advisory 
(RA), advising the pilot to cl imb or descend. 
Although ACAS somet imes gives alarms 
unnecessarily, it has proven its worth as a 
back-up to Air Traffic Control. A typ ica l 
example is an ai r raft 1 th at descends to 
Fl.230 while aircra ft 2, on an opposite 
heading, climbs to FL220, but overshoots 
that level. The pilot f aircrJft 2 may r "Jct 
in tim e, but J warning here may save lives. 
A problem with ACAS shows when there is 
VFf/. tralii c below a busy TMA. Aircraft in 
thJt TMA may well bc cle,lreci to descend 
to the lowest level of the TMA, below which 
there mdY well 11E VFR lraifi c. In prJctice, 
so mJny fillse alarrns are tri ggered that 
sometimes the \/FR traffic is ask d lo switch 
its tra nsponders oif. 
ACAS ;) Iso works with /vlode N( Jnd even 
better with Mode S transponders. O ne can 
imagine that it is sensihle inr VFR airrrJjt in 

an environment with dense IFR traffi c to 
ca rr)' J trJnsponder. This may hJppen 
typicall), in Class E ili rspace. Whal must h' 
clone then is to anJl yse where and when th e 
IFR trJffic density rises Jbovc an acceptable 
level. Our authoriti s em reluctant to 
make such Jil anill ys is. The 'ood o ld "see­
and-avoid" prin ciple will do in the rest o f 
th e airspac concern d. It is questi onable, 
to say th e I ast, whether thi s should el l 
ilpply to last milit.ary jets . 
I(AO Annex 6 states in 6.1 9: "All aerop lilnes 
shall be equipped w ith d pres ure-a ltituclc 
reporting trJnspon eler which operJ tes in 
accordance with the rel evanl prov isions o f 
Ann ex 10, vo lume 1\1." VVe note here that 
this refers to aerop lanes, not gliders. A note 
stilles: "Thi s provi sion is intended to improv 
the effpc tiv n s of air trJffic services as we ll 
as il irborne collision Jvoiclanc systems." 
That is fair env ugh, but far too g nera l to I I 
it appl y to gliders in elll CIJSS E Jirspa e, for 
instance. To do that, J good Jnal ys is o j the 
situzltion is justifi ed. 

What about suitabil ity for gliding? 
That depends. There ,1 re several f;l ctors to 
consider, like size Jnci cost, espec ial in CJses 
where there is only thl' usual 7 Ah battery 
and little room. EUROCAE, the European 
orga nis,llion for ,liriJorne equipment, has 
laiel down spec ific.ltions for the Light 
Aviation SSR Transponder (LAST). The EGU 
helped to draw Ihese up . Sever,ll firm ~ are 
workin g 0 11 LASTs (as 01 February 20(4) <lnd 
one firm , Filser, is marketing its TRT-600. 
It must be rememb ' rcd ihat develop ing a 
transpond r is one thing, heWing it certifi ed 
to a Joint Technical St,lndJrd rei r (lTSO) 
of the JAA (soon EASA) is anoth er. Detail s 
of th e Becker, Dillel, Filser ilnd Carr , cht 
produc ts c n be found on th ir webs ites. 

The LAST is an ICAO- ompliJnt Mode S 
transponcl -'r of a mall size (usually w ith 
the standard 57 mm diJ meler fronl'). The 
spec ifi cJt ions allow three v rsions: J fully 
portnhl c onc, a version (or crad l - mounting 
(where 5 vera I gliders c, n hilve cradl p..5 and 
wiring ior a limited number o j transponders, 
as c<l n be done w ith some VHF rJd ios), 
ilnd a versi on lor fi xed mounting. The LAST 
also has a low pow r supp ly capacity 
warning system. 

The cost 01 the LAST is in the order of 
EUR 2500, an antennJ EU R 20Cl, ex VAT. 
Howev ' r, we must not forget the cost 01 
inst,l liation, deprec iJt ion and especiJII)' the 
yea rl y or tlVu-y(·'arl y technicill check. 
TechnicJI check ing is a spp ial job with 
special equipment , whi ch is not cheap . 
There are pl ans for so-ca lled r;)mp lc l uni ts, 
which can be used by approved glider rad in :> 
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;.,- technicians, O ne ramp test could be used 
by specialists from several c lubs. The firms 
which develop LASTs ,1I'e c ware of this 
problem. For the time being, professional 
Ii rms wi II have to be asked to do the che 'ks 
on the spot or to do bc'nch tests (with th t, 
transponder out of the g lider) in their offices. 
In the latter case, usually a separate check of 
th wiring must st ill be done in th e glideJ, 

There arc o th er aspects, too. First of all, 
there is the question of the optimLl I position­
ing of the ant(:'nna. A transpond r, like <lny 
tr<JnsITlitting/receiving device, o nl y works 
properly with a well-placed antenna. Thilt 
w ill normally be at the underside or the 
fuselage bec,luse of 'v isibility' for surveil­
lance. The best plilce is supposed to be 
determined by the m<JllLlfilc turer of the glider 
anelto be tes ted in th e ,l ir, but up to now 
(Febru<lry 2(04) only DC PI' v ides antcn nJ­
mOll nti ng instruct ion s. Ije aware that a 
transponder antenna, wh ich is about Bcm 
lo ng (dependen t o n the type), rna)' protrude 
far enough below the underside of the 
fuselage to be damaged when the fusel age is 
ro ll ed into the trailer. 

Tlpn there is the question of th influence 
o f rildiation on the human bodv. TIle antenna 
will normally be one o r two n~eters aw,l)' 
from the body of th pilot(s). Experience 
shows that it is very unlike ly thai harm 
is done. Fortunately the ,lV r<lge power 
trilnsmitted is on ly a Traction of il W'ltl. 

l < st but not leas t, th ere is th probl m of 
power consumption. As long as Mode is 
not universa ll y u ed, th number of interro­
gations will remain high or eVCc'n very high, 
depending on the number oi r<JciJr stati o ns 
on the ground. A high interroga tion rate 
means a high repl)' rate, and thus J hi gh 
power consumptiun. In the co re Jrea oi 
Europe this will oftt'n be th case, resulting 
in a current drawn of up to 1 A ilt 12\1. It 
goes without saying th at our biltteri es Ciln't 
sta nd Ulat I I' very I ng. The inLcrrogil tion 
rilte hould IS clown drdstiCJlly, however, 
aiter Mode 5 has been lullv introduvd 
(2 00fl )? Often so lilr pan e l ~ ,1re mentioned, 
and the' can help, but they Jre unilble to 
deliver 1A as yel. A lso J I'ca ll y flush mount­
ing is n 'xt to impossible, let alon ' when one 
considers t)'p~'s like the good old K-6. 

Operational aspects 
We illl know how airspace ava ilable for 
cross-country gliding - and even to local 
soa ring iiyou happen to live in a bad spot 
- is c lOSing in upon us. In short, it ca n be 
sa id that priority is given to commercial 
tr,lffic. The air iorces ilrc not even slich a 
problem, because th ey \\I,lnt to continue to 
hE' dllowed to fly relatively low <Jnci VFR. 

A typi cal trend is the conversion 01 Class E 
airspace into Class D or " vcn Class C "to 
protect IFR traffic better". First oi all we must 
query th e size oi new, upgrilded airspace. 

ext we must m,lke sure that we can have 
access to ,111 ClJSS D Jnd CI,lSS . airspJce 
by ,lsking for ,1 c lea r211lce. If such c leil rzr nce 
is bluntly refused, whi ch uniortun<ltely 
happens, we must iile comp lai nts via our 
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nation al o rgan is(1 ti ons. 'vVe must undcrstanrl, 
on the other hand, that iln <Iir traffic on­
troller who is responsible for a f ir amount 
of IFR traffi w i ll ani), be ab le to g ive J 
c learance if we ca rr)' a tran sponder, and 
we must also understDnd that gliders are 
a difficult sort ofVFR trJfl'ic. We rarely 
maintain a hezrrl ing o r an Jltitude. 

Things become different when 'ontroll ed 
airspace concerned is limited in sileo In the t 
cas we will be in thLlt air 'PQce for ,] limited 
;) mount of time, and norlll;:I1ly o n il lilirl y 
predict<lble path. As long as we are 
competent in ou r RIT there need not be any 
problem, Jnd the tr;]Il. pond r needs to be 
swit hed on only for an equLllly short time. 

There are other possibilities. The ermJn 
idea of the Transponder Mandatory Zone 
(TM Z) is ;) good compromi e, for instance. 
No clea ran -e is needed to crOSS;) TMZ (so 
no RIT) ,IS long a the transponder is active. 
This solution typ icJ II), JPplies to less bus)' 
CTRs and TMAs. Then there is the SlVedish 
idea of blocks of Jirspace thJt CJn be 
up~'ned upon J tciephon e c,l li. A lilst, good 
possibility is to agree all Jreas thilt only 
requ ire J c leil rance or just J transpond r 
(th e TMZ prill c ipl » at certain time . Thi s 
typi cally appli es to some mili td r)' areas. 

All these aspects must be discussed with 
the national authoriti es . Sometimes the 
authorities are politically driven, so lhat they 
don't W<-lIlt to listen. Here only pJtience 
may help. 

The las t aspect is our own inter st in CJ r­
rying a transponder. Since the Montpel li er 
(Frilnce) "micl-air" (s D' Illber 2000­
j ,l lluary 2001, Co lli , ion elt Muntpelli 'r, p29) 
many "Iider pilots rea lise that a tran sponder 
a) helps you to be seen by ACAS-equipped 
IFf<. tr,lffi e just like an electronic strobe li ght, 
and b) to obtain J ' Iea rancl' where that 
norm<1 ll)' is refused. 

Looking to the future 
A promising new system is coming: ADS-B 
(Automatic Dependent Survei Ililnce­
I:3roadcast) . In ADS-8 a irer,lit transmit their 
own positions, as derived on-board (so not 
via radar on the ground) to all who arc 
interested, including ATe. One can imagi ne 
tha t thi s is ideal ior well-equipped Jircraft 

over areas where there is littl e or no rJdar 
coverage. Because we often havE' CPS 
alreadv, one would think that this is ide(\ 1 
for us too, but as usual there are prJc tical 
problems. 

The first one is the diltJ transmission 
medium. Th er are three hilS i ' poss ibiliti es. 
The first one, VDLA (VHF Data Link type 4), 
uses VHF channels, the second, UAT 
(Universal Access Tran sceiver), uses 
frequenc ies in the UHF bJnd, and the third 
us s th e Mode S reply frequency of 1090 
MHz, ill what is ca lled 1090 Extended 
Squi tter (1090 ES). tn the first C: ,ls , some 
VHF channel s are used for the AD -8 
data link. ApClrt from the shortage 01 VHF 
channels (that is why th e new 8. 3 kHz 
system is bing introduced) w e will nOt 
rcadily accept dn ther generation of 
equipment on board aiter w e have been 
ob liged to accept transponders. UAT is no t 
cOll1patibl with th Europea n frequency 
allocation system, 1090 E5 \-vould be the 
simplest system to aeept in thi s r p ' ct, but 
it would mean a serious addition to our 
LAST Then there is the fact that ADS-8 v ia 
VDLA or UAT is not compatible ''''ith ACAS. 

0 , interesting as it seems, ADS-8 is hot for 
us now. Sti II its developments deserve to be 
followed c lose ly with rega rd to the iuture. 
We are doing that in Europe Air SJ.lOlts and 
the -CU. 

What is closer to us, and a simple addition 
in princ iple, i ~ th e possibility to let our LAST 
transm it ('squitter' ) our CPS co-ordinates for 
tracking purposes during competiti ons. Thi s 
possibility is kn own in th e industry. It is a 
subj c t that is being followed up. It would 
m;) ke th e LAST a lot more ace .ptable to us. 

Abbreviations and acronyms 

1\ . \ ) I\irbnrnc Cull ih H) !1 AV()I(jance ystcm 

ADS-I:l Ilulorn,Hie Dependenl Su rvQittdll ('­

B f()ddCd SI 

Ale Au"1I1ol li l i JI Infllm""lioll Circular 

l\TC Ai r k, ffit C Iltrn l..l 

CA,\ ~ , vd AVlallon Authorily 

erR Controt Zone 

EASA [ urap an r\vialion Safel)' I\ gunc), 

~CU Eu rup · ~ n Cti rl lng Union 

ES Exl pnri '·d Squill ' r 

EURO Europc.)n rg~ n isJl.ion ior L ivil l\vidlion 

Eqllipnll'1l1 

CPS Gloudl PuSi lilining Syslem 

IFF Idenl ii,Cdl ion I-riend or Foe 

IFR Illslrul1lenl Ftighl Rutes 

JAi\ 101111 AVldllOIl Aulhorilie, 

IT 0 1,,",1 Tp, hni at SIJnriarci Orricr 

LA T Lighl Avi ~ltion S R TrJn~poIH l c-f 

RA Resolu li on AdVISory 

55R SecondJry Surveilt"nn' R"clar 

TJ\ TraWL A tert 

T - \S 'l r;1f(jL Cut li,i Il Avoitbnce SYSlem 

TMA TCrlllillJ t ArCd 

TMZ Tr" nspollclur MJnddtory Lont' 

UAT UlliV<'f 31 i\ cess Trans eiver 

1/iIT Volue Added 'r;1X 
VOL VHF Dala Li nk 

VFR Visu,,1 Flight "ules 

VHF Very Il igh Frequency 
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PLATYPUS 


Soaring up the learning curve 

ONE of the rno.,t educat ional experi ences of 
Illy glidi ng ca repr was in 1 (88 when I did 
the same modest 170klll tri angle tw ice in 
th e < m " c ft "rIl oon: once w ith <l LJshal11 
fri nel w ho Cd ille along for th rid ' and who 
wa s far too poli te to offer any cr itic ism, Jnd 
once with Bri an Spreckl ey, whose cr iti c ism 
I urgentl y desired, At thi s stage I h,1(1own 'd 
th e AS H 25 (or il (pw weeks and Wil. getting 
used to th e new toy, Bri an had onl y the 
previ ous ye,]r become vVorld Champion in 
thp 15 m R,lling Class; his morning master­
classes ,1t Ie 131 il ill ~ h()ulcl have been turned 
into J video or ,1 hook. You Cil n indeed lea rn 
a lot at a desk, but there is no substitute for 
being in tbe air w ith the guru, 

Pining for parana 

The first thing Kri,lIl told Ill !:' was th at I was 
thermJlling th e ASH 25 " li ke J wooden 
glide!". " I was fl ying (raclion ,tll y ,.1iJove the 
stall. Modem pl,1 stic ncerl eclto he flow il 
fas ter; if I ba nkeci at 450 in bubbly air 
I needed 55 kt. This speed felt di sgustingly 
fast tu one hrought up on paranJ -pinc 
pl Yl\lood, hut I w, s i1 lot I 55 likely, upon 
hi tt ing a nega tive gust or p<1tch of _ink, to 
be w ftli ng in a semi -s til il eci sta te, wi th th e 
ai lerons barely bi Ling the air, for several 
se ond - during which tiTTle th e co re of the 
therm I h(l I slipped by end sneakil y hid 
it, · lf somewh r behind my left armpit. o 

I WJS also more li kely to be welcome in 
fu ture competition gaggl s ii I coul d keep 
the gli cl 'r unstalled, and und r control , 
at all times. 

Iv\oreover I had fur 30 ycars slJvis hl y 
fo llowed Th e Soa rinfi Pilot by Ann & Lorne 
Welch il nrl Fr,lIl k Irving, Written in the days 
when SkylZl rk 3s il nd O lympias WE're th t: 
best soaring m,lChines onE' could buy, th e 
first ecl ition of thi s great work enjoineci uS to 
cent re by strJ ight ning up completely for :t 
few seconds on spec ific headings which 
would shift the circl e towcncls the CDrl'. 

Now, w ith 84 feet of heavy wing, it took a 
lot of eitort and time to level the w ings irom 
45" to 0" th en whJck it back aga in to 45, 
Over sev ral hours it would get ti ring, 
It v as better to make smallc'r chang in 
bank - 20 degrees or so, and to ti ghten up 
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as one PJsses the co 1'(', while e(ls ing oft b;lIlk 
as one fee ls the lift increJsing, The Helmut 
Rei chmann book Cross-country Soaring 
rI scribed that more modern method , 
At steep ,1Ilgle of bJnk, the ti ghtening and 
ea ing-off is I, rgel)' done by the elcvJ lor 
anyway, anci that is les, tiring than mc1ssive 
hanges in th e Jngle of bank, 
When I exa mined the st,ltisti cs from th e 

Peschges fli ght-computer - nothing so 

A turning-point 
in my thinking 

comprehensive as the stuff one gets from 
C PS loggers todel Y, I am afraid - I found that 
<1 lthough I deviateclilluch (urther from track 
on th ~ s ond lour, my average rat' oi 
climb, 05~-country spe -d and achieved 
glide angle were <1 11 about 20'X, b'tter. 

Of course, the day could have been 
improv ing sin ce my fi rst time around the 
tri angle" but I don't think th at was it at aiL 
At one point I was driving along in a 
determined fash ion pas t a buxom blonde 
cu-nim with J very clark, firm bottom (a bit 
like one of Beryl Cook's cheerful ladies) <1 nci 
Brian sa id, "How much do you thi nk th e 
cloud over 0 11 th e ri ght is generating!" 

Postscript: Some diverting numbers 

LI\T£R on I r/id S(JI77(' C. I /ruJ. lliolJs .,"oul how stroll/..J 

cI therm;; / ynu needed to mJke (I .r.:ivl'fI clmow1f 0'­
(liver~ iOIl from track de: p(,,1; le. I worked ()/J Ih(' tlnc/in,:': 

Ihal I co lh:cIN/ over lll,lIly year$, Ih,l/ "c/,iC'vl'd em« 

country speed is more or Ipss proporlion.1110 Ih" "/[lare 

mOL of Ill" .11'('1'.1,' , raIL' of dim/). So if Frpr/ dim/ls IhfPe 

limcs (," ter II1JIl Pe/e his croSS-COUll If) peed Ivill VC 

70% {Z, 5!C I; tfl(' rnn( o{ three heing 1. 7. 71"'1 d~suml)/i( Hl ! 

( ()rnfJi ll( 'd wilh d .fifJu t of (jc/1Oolho}, trigullu llw try J.: i \J('~ 

[IS " simp le i.l hlc. (11,1/50 incident,llly jll .<li fics Illc 

CUll/mOil I )rdct ic(' of sC( L"1ring the nn",-counfr~' "P 'rl 

when cdlc..ul.l ti /lg sl )C'f::d I JOill f.'i in cO f1Jp elttiol1¥. ) 

J /e((' .1(C' sume ~dmpl(' r(,sul ts : 

• If Ih(' therm.}1 oJl to one side i.... 5 (Y~} lJ( 'tfer fhdn \\filcH 

you C'xIJf'ct to gel hy going slraigh t on, Ihen .., (k'v/alion 
of J ') 1 i.-, l\'() r/h while 

.. It" the Ih('rma/ oH to one 5ir/(' is twice as ,!j()orl .IS whlJl 

you <'XPf'ct 10 ,~<'l hy;;oing )lr<l ighl on, then , / c/Cvidtion 

o{ 4.') ' i-" worth while 

. Ii [he thcrm.ll oJi" 10 (J ilL' <;ie/(' i-" rnur times d .~ good as 

who you f'xpec/ tu gd hr ,f; O ifl.!j .'>l,." ig ht Oil. thell d 

rlc-,via l ion 1)( 60 is w()rlh w hile 

" I dunno, mJybc six knots" 

"Then w hy aren't we using iL?" 

A very re,l sonable que, ti on, si nee the 


overall averJg sO 1M had b n not much 
abov 3kL So I divert ed over to it and SUI'C 

enough, go t. a hea lthy 6kt to cioudbase, 
I had been fi xa ted on stick ing to track and, 

Scrooge- I ike, begrudged the loss of cross­
country speed incurred by ,l ny dev iati on of 
much more th,]n 1 S", 
Best of all, in those two hours Bri Jn Ill Jcle 
me Lise my brain harder th an I h;l ci cl one on 
any cross-country before, Since the fi rs t turn ­
point was th e town (.)f Descartes - whi ch as 
you all know is the ndme of one of the 
world 's grea test thinkers - th at was only 
ilppropriate, 

Thi s 5e,150n, try to 5 roung a cross-country 
in:t two-sea ter w ith fe llow-'ci ub-member 
who is a lot better thJn yourse lf. If it 's some­
on ' arti culate who ca n exp lain what th e 
( hoi es ,I re ilnd why dec ision X is weierab le 
to dec isi on Y, vou're in luck. Go for it. 

Just on(' pieLE:' of ,ldvi ce : if thin gs go 
pC'dr-shapcd ,llld you lanel out, clon't ,1sk 
th e expert J S you undo yo ur harness, "Jim, 
wh ,lt exactly woul d have' been so w rong 
with decision yl" Nobocly's perfec t, and 
it could he Jil awful 10ng",vJ iL 

You Inig ht S". IY til e OCC.I .c; julIs 1h,1f j{/~/if}' () de vidtiOrl ()f 

60· muST hardly ('vcr h,'ppcn - hullh"y <Xl VI cuml,lllll), 

ill Ih e Hcl. lIld lvindy is/('s, When Ihe very besl )'0(1 

Col 11 expecl if ),OLl press grimly " /w"d is half a knul, Ihell 

lh.J/ ::.hy lil th ' Iw(}·kfl(luer hovering OIllh(' J,('rip/wry 
ol your field 0 '- visio ll .o;urldellly !J(.( OIJlt':- ,I r.]vh,h ill,~ 

bC,I(1t}! - or that is IHH V you oU,!jf11 tu ~(.'(' il. As Ei nste il) 

(I'm mix;n~ il1 (Jx,i/ted (nmpi1.nr this mOil/h ) :,,Jid, "It\ 

all rc/, l /iver 

deviation imprO\lelnent in 


from track n rail' uf climb required (,X,) 


/() .I 'x, 

15 


.!() 


25 

j() 

35 4.9 % 


./0 7{) 'X, 


45 100% 


r,O '··Jl'X, 


55 204 % 


l>(J 3()()~I" 


65 4611 % 


70 755% 
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follow four- and six- lane highways 

No-brainer navigation 
or Follow that pigeon! 

\Nhcn I ,vent to an Ancient Seal of Lea rnin g 
I read Philosophy and British ConstitutionJI 
History and heavy stu ff like th at. So I was 
enormously cnvious when I discovered th<1t 
if I'd gone to a Ccrman university I could 
have been designing, building Jnd fl ying 
gliders as part of my JCJd mic grind. 
(I suppose if you fail your degree !"hey just 
shovel arth over the hole.) ow I am 
deligh ted to hedr that Oxford is ca tching up 
Jnd hav ing avi ati on-related fu n, no doubt at 
the taxpayer's expense. A group of scientists 
at the Z(Jol ogy Dept have spent 10 yea rs 
discovering that ou r pigeons don't nav igate 
by the su n, but prefer to fo ll ow fou r- and 
six-lane highways. 

Don't bring up th obvi u bct th at we 
have no , un in Brit-a in . nl, t would be 
rega rded as a fri vo lous exercise in point­
scoring - apparentl y bees navigate by 
polarised light so th ey can work out where 
the sun is even when it '- cloudy; pigeons 
should have bigger brJins than bees - th ough 
one wonders sometimes - Jnd should be 
al I to loca te the sun 's pos ition desp ite thi ck 
overea t if th ey wJnted to. But they non't 
wanl lo. They prefer a road, even one that 
tak s th 'm 20"/c) further th an th ey need to 
go. Which go~ to prov my thesis thJt intel­
I tual laLiness is much more powerful force 
in our li ve~ th,1I1 physical sloth . Almost <lny 
torment i· b tter th an hav in g to think. Or 
th ey have work d out J lilli e lab le like Ihe 

breeding of homing vultures 

April - May 2004 

one opposite, in which the key var i<J ble is 
th e sav ing in brain -pa in. 

What is remJrkable is th,lt l'Jeh pigeon in 
these tests ca rri ed tecnsie little CPS w ith 
loggers Jnel ba lleri es - the totJI weight of 
the machinery being l!:l grammes, or less 
th an two-thirds of an ounce. My first C PS 
Jnd logger, bought from Zulu Clclsstek in 
1992, weighed 30 times more and would 
have needed J vulture in fighting (ie pre­
lunch) trim to lift it. 

I say; th e breeding of hom ing vultures 
would he a hobl)y to make the neighbours 
think and get yoursel( talked alJout, w()ul,1 
it not l But I digress. (\'es, you rI(); get on 
w ith it - Ed.) 

I am currently trying to find ou t how th ey 
- the scientists, not the pigeons - miniJturi scd 
all thJt kit. I assume it cannot have been 
too expensive, since they equipped 50 birds 
in thi s fashion, and some of it was bound 
to go ,1str,1)'. On the other hand perhJPs 
it rea ll y was expensive and helps explain 
why Oxford 's finan ces are so dire. 

Thi s story of pigeons' amaz ing abilities 
W.lS slightl y spo ilt by the simultaneous 
reports of two British birds (not ilillong th ose 
equipped with CPS loggers, sad ly, since 
thei r traces would have been sens,ltional ) 
gOing vas t distances off trJck: one of them 
was found wande ri ng around .)n army base 
in Iraq, w hi ch was not its des tinati on; the 
other, quite unilble to find England when 
rel eased just 2·1 miles Jway at alais (not an 
insuperable task - even I cou ld do th Jt on a 
cl ear day) ended UfJ in New York, and after 
maki ng a big hit w ith th e loca l media cam ' 
bJek on Briti sh Airways. Strangely neither of 
th em responded when addressed as "JJ. " 

vVh il t has thi s got lo do with the nob le art 
of soa ring? Well, not d lot, but a Prof ssor 
All en wrote to The Times immedi at >ly 
after the O xfo rd report ame out in th Jt 
di st inguished orga n (which, by the way, the 
Ameri ca ns hav the cheek to refer to as The 
London Times) Jnn sa id that in his opinion 
the pigeons wer using th e Ml not to 
naviga te' but a ,1 sourCe o f th ermals, which 
were set off by great quantities of Jsphalt 
Jnd concrete. Thi s wa s too good an 
opportunity to miss, ,1nd I fired off J pithy 
mi ss ive to the Ed itor of Th Times JS follows: 
It is unlikelv thdt pi"cons w, motorwaV5 as 
therma l Durees rather as naviga tion" l air/s. 
Pigeons Hap andl7y straight; they don't soa r. 
In 5, 000 hours' g lirfing, I have (ound motor­
ways o( /ittfc' use as thermal genf'r,lt()rs. 
Lastly the CPS traces you printed on 
FeIJruary 5 d early show one pigeon follow­
ing a railway lin e (or some distance, and 
railways arc even less use than rnotorways 
as lift sources - though they might have been 
in th€' days of sleam' 

The Tim es' Editor kindly printed this piece 
of pith , but left th e exc lamil tion mark off th e 
encl. The " I" hJd been intended to show thJt 
my tungue was in my cll€'ek as I penned the 
las t sentence. Huwever. I did not get Jny 
counter-correspondents w riting in to 
complJin that (1 st 'Jm lucomotive cuuld not 
possibly generate enough hea t to funcl a 

subscribers had read quite enough 

usab le thermal, or others say ing it might 
nevertheless kick one of( on J hot, still day, 
Jnd yet others sJying that th at would I)l' clue 
to the moti on of the tr,l in ,]nd not the steJm, 
and yet others remembering di st inctl y see ing 
a movie ca lled Cloud Cuckoo, in whi ch 
Wilbur Sparrow SOil rs from Unstab le CC 
over to AIrie), using Ihe steiHn-ll uuds from 
ocean liners - forgetting th at it was unly a 
ca rtoon by the brilliant London GC member 
LawrencE' Wright. But not a word ca me. 
The Editor hCld c lea rl y de .id d thJt hi s 
subscribers had read quite enough about 
pigeon - and so have you. 

mdbird([~dircon.co.uk 
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AGM AND CONFERENCE 


BGA in a changing world 

This year's conference, in the 
Association's anniversary year, 
was the last one for long-serving 
Secretary Barry Rolfe. Helen 
Evans reports 

MORE THAN 100 people attended 
the AGM and ConierellCl' held 
at E<lstwood Hilll , Nottingham, on 

March 6-7, in the BGA's 7S th yea r. Thi s was 
about th e sa me number as las t year, though 
two fClllliliar fa e w (:'re missing: gliding's 
Parli amentary spokesperson, Leml)it Opik 
MP, who hao to attend il Liberal Democrats 
Pell'ty Conf rence, and SeA Vice-Chilirman 
Mike jordy, < bs nt for famil y r asons. A 
reminder of the shrinking world that we live 
in was provided by the presence of delegates 
from allover Europe, attending th e European 
Gliding Union's (EGU) Annual Congress. 

BGA Chairman David Roberts opened 
proceedings at lOam with d wa rning. "We the subject is to be c irculated to clubs. Then might he forced upon us by the Europea n 
are living in interesting but Jlso difficult Peter Eriksen of the EGU exp lained some of Aviation Safety Agency. "We are consc ious," 
times," he sa id. "There are lots of devclop­ th e issues facing the sport in Europe. The sa id David Rolwrts, "thilt the trend of the 
ments in th e regul atory fra mework of our morning concluded with J prescntJtion frum f~GA's ro le is likely to be changing in this 
port. The iunciJment .J 1 purpose of the BGA th e current chairman of the instructors' budget period il' not bct'ore. We do need 

si nce it WJS r 'constituterl in 1946 has bcC'n committee, Bob f'e ttifer, and former BGA fl ex ibility and we might Ilf~ed to ca ll an 
self-regulation . But more Jnd more the rol e Chairm,l n Dick Dixon on the future of the Extraordinary Ceneral M eeting to seek 
of th BGA is hanging in terms o f nJtional !:lGA coaching opera tiun. support for changes w would be propos ing 
and international activ ities. We need to After lunch came th e furmiJ I bus iness of if they are outside a normal financial flight 
recognise th at thi s role is abso lutely cruciJ I the AGM for the year ending September envelope". King Freeman & Co w >r€.' then 
if gliding is to survive as a viah le sport." 2003. The minutes of the prev ious AGM reappoi nted as the BGA's ':.1LIdit.ors. 

Having prai sed th e performance of the were clpproved, as were the Chairman's and There followed the election of offi cers: 
Briti sh Tl',llll and ca lled attent ion to Barry sub-comm ittee chairmen 's annual report s; Dav id, the only nominee, was re-elec ted 
Rol fe' impending retirement, Dav id accounts for 2002-3 were also approved. Chairman; no electi ons were required for 
appealed for more nationa l-level volunteers The showed a surplus of Jbout £79,000 Executive membership because th E' number 
with th time and experti se to help the as compared with the pr vious ye r's deficit of places exceeded the number of nominees. 
mov Illent. He th en handed over to BGA of £159,000 (due to a one-off cost thJt is New faces are Ted Norman of the RAFGSA 
Executive member John Birch to run the rest now fully pl'Ovicied for, sa id tree surer Keith and Richard Starey of Booker. Re-elected to 
of the morning's programm e, a. hl" had to Mansell ). There he d been JIl impruvement of join David, Mik -' jordy, P<l~1 Hepworth, 
take part in the EGU meeting. about £6,000 in in .om and a reducti on o f Doug Lingafelter, Patrick Naege li , john 

The fir t spt;'tl ker WilS Mike Woollmd ot the Jbout £25,000 in expenses. The budget for Birch, Keith Mansell and Ba rry Rolfe on the 
Faulke Flying Founda ti on, il chari ty th at the yea r starting October 2004 was olso Executive Committ 'e were Diana King and 
aims to d velop young peop le through ilight approved w ith iln increase of per capita jon Hall. The BGA Vi ce Presidents - Chri s 
trai ning. (S&G will fe,l/ure its work in a BGA subscriptions of about three per cent Simpson, Roger Barrett, Ben Wat on, Bill 
future i.'i. ue.) Then followed a sess iun run by above tht:, current yea r. Other increases were Walker, Don Spottiswood, D ick D ixon and 
john Birch ,1nd Stephen Hill seeking club p gged ilt inflati on, but a larger-than-usual Peter Hearne - were re-e le ted . 
inpu t about th · BGA "ba k-up" poli cy for contingency fund w ( s plelilneci b cause of Dav id thanked Philip Burton, Terry Slater 
i nsp ctors/ i nstructors - a questionnJ ir ' un the unpred ictabi lity of changes in rol e that and Clai re Emsoll, I<vho had left the Exec, for 

Ted Norman of the RAFGSA has joined the BGA Exec Pete Stratten will be the BGA Chief Executive from May 
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Richard Starey from Booker is a new Exec member 
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Left: EGU delegates at Nottingham in March this year 

Above: Ted Lysakowski Trust winners with (front row, 

right) Steve Jones, who presented the awards: Jerry 

Pack, Anthony Claiden, Ian MacArthur, John Gilbert 

and Jon Meyer. Sarah Platt, another winner, was absent 

Right: BGA Trophy winners (from left) Hugh Kindell 

(who was collecting one on behalf of a friend); Rod 

Witter, Richard Hood; Geralyn and Tim Macfadyen; 

Peter Baker and John Birch. Front row, from left: Jez 

Hood and Andy Davis, both current world champions 

all their work and referred to Barry Rolfe's 
enormous contribution to the BGA (see also 
p4) before handing over to Chris Simpsc)n, 
senior Vice Pres ident and the first Chairman 
th at Barry worked for. Chris pointed out th at 
Barry had arrived at th e BGA just as th e first 
fibre-glass gliders appeared on the scene, 
and supervised the Association's move from 
London to Leicester - he had seen many 
changes at his time with the BGA: " Barry," 
he concluded, "has been a very loya l servant 
to eight BGA chairmen, and to the who le 
BGA committee" . Responding, Barry sa id 
the job had been great fun. "I would be 
remi ss," he added, " if I didn't say th at if 
you 've got good staff working fo r you then 
essenti all y it's a dodd Ie." (An appreciation of 
Barry's time at the BGA by fo rmer S&G 
editor Gillian Bryce-Smith will appear in the 
next issue). Dav id Roberts then added that, 
after a proper se lection process, Pete Stratten 
had been appointed as Barry's successor, in 
the new rol e of Chi ef Executive, and w ished 
him all the best in taking up the job. 

Barry then presented BGA awards (see 
below) and trophies (see rightJ. One trophy 
not presented wa s the 1,OOOkm trophy 
conceived and donated by Peter Hearne. He 

encourJged pil ots to try for it thi s season, 
say ing he hoped th ere would be another 
nJme on it by thi s time next year. Yvonne 
Scull could not, SJdly, be present, because 
of seri ous illness, but the Bill Scull Safety 
Award went to John Hoskins. 

Ted Lysakowski Trust awards were presented 
before two very well-received presentations, 
from hang-gliding star Judy Leden and NASA 
astronaut Jerry Ross. The d<ty concluded 
with the usual successful , (ull -to-capac ity 
dinner-dJnce. 
Wakefield Trophy: Richard ,Hood (Cambridge) fo r I h~ lo ng I 

h,) lld iCil pped di ... tanLl~ 7~G . 1krn in I n LSU on May b. 2.003 fmm 

fil n~k!n lodg,""i lo Sdmesiield, BlJ1'Y 51 Edmund~. \·Virldll...o lllbe 

Cl no C r,l.l1:,dcn l ,ldg· (a I.ual distancro 756. 1k01l . Furlong Trophy: 

Tim Mad adyen (Brislol & C los) For th ' longest honoi " pped 

Irii'ing/('. 623 .4krn in il n ASVV 20 nn At.l~USI 14. 2001 !rOm 

N)'l11 psficltt IU Bury 51 Ldmllltds, Don<"--;ls l.cr :l lld Nymp:sfi 'Id 

(,le lll,l l dislonce &1O.9krn l. frank Fosler Trophy: Rod Willer 

(Denbighl or the f..I:,Ie5t handiGlpped Jon km . ' 1G, 1knV'h in 

a Duo Discus on I') AugUSI20U) rrom I~icest('r [0 Carnbridge. 

l3u rlcy G:He. Gr;] fham \~alcr and tlr ~tet (..'JCtlla l Sl~ 12 0 .5km 

l...W. Sknvhl. Califo rnia In England Cup: Rosema ry Johnson 

(Midland) FOl Ihe lon~esl h, "dicopped I1lgh. IJv 0 (emo le pilut, 

618.1krn in In LSA ~ 1H·nlC1rcl on ILIne , .. 2001 irom 1..ong M ynd 

10 	Lls ha rn, rho rile. kcllinglon ,)tid Brrlford \;'1 lIa l diS I~Hl("f' 

55 .21«n1. Manio Cup: Rod Willer (Denhigh) ro. lir e f.lSlest 

'. .:--;'I~
..".-"'1' . 

j,. ~ 
; ~, G 

"- l · 

h,1ncl icJppt..'t\ 'H}okm. 11H. l krn/h in a I )un D i.;,cus Oil August 1,) 

20(n fro l11 Bicc.ler j () Cdrnhridge. Hurit.,), Gate. C rdrhnm VV.1I('r 

'-lnd Bice-;t<'f (,'lUu,.ll ~ \ )el..d 12 0 .Skn v'hJ Rex Pilcher Trophy: Paul 

Barker (Soulhdown, DG-400), Jon n Birch (Cambridge, Duo 

Discus n, David Saunders (la')ham, Stemme 510), Richard Hood 

(Cambridge, l SO) ror Ihe e.1rlicsl DiClmond disl.•.1!l c{' in th{-.' Ve,'lr. 

De Havilland Trophy: John Jeffries (londun) For the rWl xi mll lTI 

ga ill of height. Volk Trophy: Ceralyn MIdadyen <Bristol & Clos) 

l or the longesf hilndiG.lpped out·JrHJ,relurn, 53 7,4k rn i n an ASV\i 

20 (Ill 13 Junt... 2u03 from ympSi, ield tn Norwilh ,In d 

Nympslleld la~l ual disL1I1 ~~ 26.6.01), Seager Trophy: Roy 

P£"ntecost (london) Fnt the long t handl cdpped eJior,1ancc in 0 

t\-\.'{I-wolter, 64G.C)km in ,) D uo D iscus on Augu::1. I S, 1()()J (ro il! 

Llsharn t() Irc:.'11t.ester, lbnfillr .lereini, Enstun " Grn lham Wale•. 

M ilrlU(H(Jugh to L.l~ I I.'m 1.)c1Udl d isl,) nce 65Y.HkmJ Goldsborough 

Trophy: Andrew DaviS" (Hristol & Glos) - I ( I. lil nd.1rd Cl•.lss 

J.~zn(l - Jnd Jeremy Hood (four Counties) Jst. StJI'Kiard Cl.)ss, 

Ni t r~l . I-li~.ht'St.p laCtxJ pIlot In rocent \,Vur ld CIJ.lll1piu l1shlps BCA 

1000K Troflhy: No wi n ile~, Enigmi}rTrophy: Edward Downham 

(London) Wi.lI l<'r 01 Open N, IiI n. 1 L.,ddt", 14 ,782 r o inK Firlh 

Vicke rs Trophy: John Bridge (Cambridge) ~u ll n e.r-ur in Open 

N.) l inn.J 1Ll nde r, 12.5 19 points. L. duGarde Pt'ach Troph y: Peter 

Bake r (Cambridge) \'Vinnl..'rol \Veekend .uinn,l l I cldder 9.18 J 

poi nls. Slingsby Troph)': Tim Macfadyen (Brislol & Clos) RUfl nol­

up in \oVeekt.!nd N,ltio flJI La dder, 8,J01 po in ts . Spilfire Trophy: 

Ian Craigie (four Counties) Jun ior ladd(~ winner, 4.4 i' pu inls. 

John Hilnds Trophy: Harry Middle ton For serv ic(.'S 10 

com~lCl i ljon gli(l ing. 

This year BGA Diplomas were awarded to (above, from left) Paul Rice, Dave Benton, Eric Boyle and Ian Barnes OG-l OOOT with Volker Halbe (front) and Swen Lehner 
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Paul Barker and Guy Westgate 
are on the last, 2,500km leg of 
their epic out-and-return ... 

PAUL and I were three weeks into our 
glider safari, having achieved our 
furthest turn point, Mt Etna on Sicily; 

we were halfway home and hungry for some 
classic racing days to romp home through 
France. 

We had cleared the Alps and slept easily 
at Neuchatel on the Swiss side of the long 
Jura mountain range, confident that our 
parlous journey through the summer storms 
of Italy and the big mountains was finally 
over. 

The club pilots suggested that thermals 
would normally start from 11 :30 on the 
Juras and advised us to launch to at least 
1,400m (4,600(t). 

We started to look for signs of convection 
to the north, but the occasional glimpse of 

28 

fast-moving cloud tops behind the ridge 
didn't fit our expectations of the forecast. 
The wind on the field was light, determining 
a take-off to the east, but as soon as we 
were airborne the pieces of the puzzle 
slotted into place. Rotor was suppressing 
cloud near Neuchatel, but a fearsome line of 
convergence-triggered towering cu stretched 
down the length of the mountains. 

We turned into the strong westerly. As we 
approached the first ridge above the airfield, 
the wind increased; a big imaginary hand 
rea ched down and turned on the turbulence. 
A waterfall of angry air was tearing down 
the cliff edge above the L' Areuse River and 
bouncing up off the valley floor. Without 
warning the varios swung up, hitting the 
stops. We shut down the engines and in 
no time were above 7,000ft. 

The lift was short lived and in the course 
of the first half hour, the Juras threw us such 
a multifarious bag of moving air that we 
were confused how to keep climbing. Paul 
mastered the angry lift first and spiralled 
back into the mountains. I battled forward 
into the 25kt westerly to our start point 
looking for wave but got caught in the 
torrent of air and sank below the main ridge 
with nowhere to hide. I tried something 
different - a near-suicidal glide to the 
plateau beyond Travers. A few hundred feet 
above the flat fielcls, I found some weak lift 
that ballooned me over the lush agriculture 
until the blue touch paper caught alight and 

Left: Paul, Le Touquet; right. Guy in his DG (Mark Turner) 

I rode my first rocket thermal into the 
convergence zone. 

The line of towering cu we had seen 
before take-off had grown fatter, and was 
hoovering every tiny thermal into its ugly 
black base. The convergence system was so 
powerful that it was driving its own weather 
pattern, with light winds aloft. Back in 
formation, we tripped along the mountain 
chain north-east, cursing the fact that th e 
Juras and lift were both pointing away from 
home. The 1O,000ft cloud base and lift zone 
was remarkably consistent and we reached 
the edge of Basel's airspace before turning 
off the convergence motorway into the blue. 

From cloudbase, we could see a solid 
edge of lower cloud 30 or 40km away into 
France. The cloudless divide was almost our 
undoing and after 20 minutes of gliding 
through sink, we reached the nex t cu with 
barely enough height to turn. The strong 
westerly returned with a new malevolence, 
thrashing every weak thermal long before 
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Left: Paul crossing the Channel; above: the cu-nim that tried to race Guy to Verdun; above right: a French convergence line, below: sediment Jakes near Nancy 

cloudbase. North of Luxeuil climb rates 
increased but so too did the spreadout and 
soon the sky was looking leaden and lifeless. 
The few remaining thermals carried us into a 
murky gloaming, past Remiremont and the 
Moselle River. At 4,000ft we knew we were 
on final glide but, unable to rea h airfields 
in the Meuse Valley, we backtracked to 
Epinal and its aeroclub north of the town. 

A storm was brewing and it wasn't long 
aher we had tied the g;liders down to the 
metal railings outside the clubhouse that 
the rain started. Paul (who had the dubious 
honour of possessing the one raincoat 
we shared) offered to hunt down food in 
the village, and returned with some soggy 
consolation pizza. 

The weather front lingered for much of the 
night and the low pressure in its wake 
brought shreds of cloud for most of the next 
morning. The forecasts for airfields north and 
west of us were ior storms with a punishing 
headwind. By 13:30, there was enough form 
in the cu to tempt us into the air but with a 
cloudbase only 2,000ft above terrain, the 
day had almost everything required for a 
good accident report. 

We both had a rocky start, climbing 
straight into a rain shower and, just as things 
couldn't get more stressful, Air Traffic 
Control demanded frequency changes and 
almost constant position reporting. As we 
passed the cobalt blue sediment lakes on 
the river south of Nancy we found some 
streeting and better climbs to 4,000ft but the 
rain was always just a thermal away. We 
declared our intention to land at Nancy 
Malzeville where, typically, we found our 
first strong climb of the day. We were only 
an hour into the flight, and despite the wind, 
the chance of an improvement brought out 
the "push-on gremlin" in both of us. 

The larger rain-bearing clouds appeared 
isolated and the thermal streets were well 
defined. We got a new clearance from ATC 
and pushed against the crosswind north-east. 
My confidence was short lived as sheets of 

Ossuaire de DouaumonJ, tribute to the dead of WWl 

rain blocked every street. Paul made good 
progress north, but was soon calling an 
engine start in rain and his intention to 
divert to Doncourt-Les-Conflans. I dolphined 
into wind cluse to a wall of rain - so close 
that the military controller advised me to 
turn away from the weather he could see 
on radar. The lift was good but a blinding 
thread of lightning off my wingtip, followed 
instantly by a deafening clap of thunder, 
was a warning I could ignore no longer. 
Nu sooner had I levelled the wings to cross 
the clear gap between streets tnan it filled 
with rain and I was washed from the sky. 

Paul reported that the heavy rain had 
reached his diversion field after landing 
and now the only safe option was to wait 
upwind for the storm to blow through. 
I climbed with the engine to hold but grew 
impatient, inching too close and getting a 
soaking for my troubles. As I reached the 
circuit, Paul advised that the clubhouse was 
closed and we should both fly to Verdun as 
soon as the rain had cleared. I ran the Rotax 
for the fifth time that day and climbed into 
the 30kt headwind towards Verdun. 

A second line of storms was looming on 
the horizon, with one particularly large cell 
leading the pack and determined to race me 
to the field. I won the battle, but not the war, 
as it was all I could do to get the fuselage 
covers on before the heavens opened. 

Verdun, too, was closed and the only 
protection from the rain was the airfield 
control room, a tiny office with a cold tiled 
floor. Meanwhile, Paul had better luck at 

Doncourt-Les-Conflans and found a club 
member who gave him both hangar space 
and use of the comfortable clubhouse. 

Paul arrived the next day in between 
morning showers with tales of a military 
operation - "Clean Hunter" - taking up large 
chunks of Paris and Reims airspace and 
grounding the aeroclubs at Doncourt and 
Verdun. We studied the Notams and decided 
the airspace limitations would make a hard 
day impossible, so witbrless than SOOkm to 
get home we took our first rest day in over 
three weeks. 

The bar manager ferried us into Verdun 
and we toured the Citadelle's underground 
fortress, infamous from the battle of 1916. 
An audiovisual tour kept our interest 
throughout the afternoon rains. As the 
evening downpours intensified, our chance 
of finding a taxi disappeared and after an 
hour of asking in schoolboy French, we 
persuaded a cafe owner to drop us back off 
at the field. 

Back in the tiny cold control room, we 
watched the sun set through a break in th e 
clouds and glimpsed an aircraft silhouette 
tracking over the forest. We had already 
worked out the runway lighting controls and 
as the third biplane strafed the hangers, we 
turned everything up full to help three very 
grateful German pilots to land. lihey had 
taken a week touring Spain in their Kiebitz 
biplane microlights and they explained the 
storms had delayed their schedule by hours. 
They were truly seat-of-the-pants aviators, 
most of their journey flown below 1,000 ft >­
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TRAVELS WITH MY TOOTHBRUSH 


'f! 	 in radio silence, but had been caught out by 
~ both weather and daylight none the less.
bc5 We shared our meagre food rations and 
[ 	 the cramped shelter with Hartmut, Helmut 

and Frank and followed them off the next 
morning into a much better, dryer sky. The 
forecast, becoming irritatingly familiar, was 
for increased storm activity in the afternoon. 

We had studied the tourist map to make 
up CPS coordinates for Verdun's battlefields 
but directions were not necessary, as the 
huge stone tower of the Ossuaire de 

\···/.St Quentin 
Do'uaumont appeared above the tree line 
as soon as we were airborne. We took a• 200 
thermal over the solemn tribute to the 
thousJnds of unnamed soldiers and set off 

Cholons over the battlefields towards Reims. 
The thermals for once were reassuringly 

reliable and cloudbase rose to 4,000ft until 
Verdun Le Rozelier 

spreadout over the wooded ridges west of~ 
-+.;.... Verdun forced us down close to the trees. 

400Dijon Dor~,i,si Just north, a growing line of black cu was 
dripping tendrils of scruffy cloud. Paul was 
first to find the surge of convergence lift but, 
as always, it looked as if it would be a 
double-edged sword. The climb was indeed 

"C .OIJON 

• BASlE 

GENEVA 
 J short-lived respite; a wall of water was 

bearing down on us with incredible speed.Cholles ./ • 
600les Eoux~:..-..... At 5,000ft we fled south. I stayed a little too 

long and had to backtrack slightly because• GRENOBLE..·• :..,..... Roron 
Mt Blanc '~:": ....:.... arms of rain were reaching out from the 

mJturing squall line. Three kilometres south 
Barre de Ecrins we had a clearer picture and could see theTorino Aeritolio ".",-TURIN storm system stretching to the horizon, with'! 

"-., a well-defined skirt of convergence fed by 
800Cuneo the heavy downdrafts and outflow. 

We chose to run the convergence line 
Verono Bosco'mantico and cruised close to the cold grey fingers of'.,..' cloud, creeping out away from the rain, and 

Legnogo ,I at 1OOkts we could run level, slowing to 
". 
: ...;--.,..........' 


80kts to climb. As we passed cloudbase, 
the grey figures reached out beneJth us, 
completing three sides of a tunnel with 
cloud above and a fuzzy mist of rain to 
the north. The smooth tranquillity WJS 
punctuated only by the occasional sharp 
crack of lightning. It was an adrenalin-rich 
ride with an unpredictable ending, 

As we rounded the first cell, a second and 
third fell into line: progress on track looked 
impossible. The squall line broke slightly 
after 50km and we rounded the back of the 
second cell into an amphitheatre of towering 
storm clouds with curtains of rain in every 
direction. Beneath us, bathed in sunshine, 
was a brilliant white line of glider trailers on 
the airfield at Chalon . Further progress 
would have been at too high a risk so we 
airbraked away our hard-won altitude to a 
fantastic welcome from the clubhouse full of 
rain-weary students and Jacob together with 
his family from Holland who had just 
finished flying with friends in the Alps. 

We were treated like kings and left the 
next day refreshed and ready for the next 
meteorological battle. We had to make 
some distance: although we had less than 
420km to go in the last week we had inched 
less than 90km a day closer to Parham. 

The cloudbase started awkwardly low and 
early spreadout indiGlted considerabl' 
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moisture in the layers above 3,000fl. Some 
lines of energy felt like convergence but 
there were no signs of storms. The spreadout 
broke in cycles and the occasional climb to 
3,000ft helped us across the biggest blocks 
of cloud, but progress was slow and we got 
disturbingly accustomed to operating below 
1,000fl. Perhaps due to our low altitude, 
or maybe just the weeks of rain, the flies 
were particularly bad and after two hours 
airborne, our wings were black. 

Past Soissons the cloud looked completely 
clamped in, and despite a climb to 3,500ft 
in slightly dryer air, we took to the engines 
and pushed further into the thickening 
overcast for an ilirfield that would give us 
a chance of the Chilnnel in the morning. 

Cloudbase slipped to 2,500ft, the head­
wind increased to 15kts and as a final 
aggravation, light rain spoilt a glide for 
Amiens twice . As we reached the circuit for 
the field, the cloudbase lifted slightly and we 
watched a Puchacz release from aerotow 
and spiral off downwind. Paul was low and, 
despite announcing his intentions on the 
tower frequency, had a near-miss with a 
King Air twin on short finals. A very heated 
debate shattered the usually indolent air­
waves and I was told to follow French 
procedure when I asked for landing 
instructions in turn. An English voice 
instructed me to speak in French at Amiens 
but, despite my continued efforts, I could 
not persuade any further communication. 
I followed Paul's example landing on the 
grass, and waited for the inevitilble fire­
works. After a little intervention from the 
older, wiser instructors on the field, we were 
finally welcomed. 

It was a busy field with glider, microlight, 
aerobatic and pleasure flying. We tanked up 
with fuel ready for the morning and treated 
ourselves to a motel room to prepare for 
our last day. We looked longingly at the 
local supermarket's shelves stocked with fine 
wines and smelly cheeses .JI nd tried to 
wedge the bare minimum into the cockpit. 
Try as we might, we realised it was not so 
much everything in its place, but everything 
in the same place - the disadvantages of 
compact living. 

The day dawned like too many that 
summer, with low cloud and a biting wind. 
The streets looked soarable early and we 
tucked in under the low fat lines of cu 
confident that we could make Le Touquet to 
clear customs with the minimum of engine 
time. The wind was too far west to make 
passage to the north-eilst coast easy nnd the 
cloudbase was soon down below 2,000ft as 
we ilpproilched Abbeville and the Somme 
delta. The cloud was forming along the 
coastline and the deep blue seil beyond 
promised a calm crossing. 

When we could see Le Touquet, we called 
for landing instructions and were slotted 
into the pattern. The ilpron was busy but we 
tilxied to a parking space together. We had 
no need to refuel so, after filing our flight 
pliln and clearing customs, we were keen to 
get back into the ilir. Forty-five minutes after 
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touching down, we were cl eared to take off 
for the last time, and climbed into the light 
headwind out into the channel. Sixteen 
minutes later we were at 7,000ft, 25km over 
the channel with a comfortab le glide to the 
Lydd peninsu la. The glide was uneventful 
and London Information cleared us to enter 
UK airspace as a format ion. Scanning the UK 
gliding frequencies, we soon picked 
up familiar voices, as our Southdown GC 
colleagues were trying to make the best of 
the low cloudbases to fly cross-country. 

We coasted in pass ing 2,800ft but were 
below 2,000ft before we fOllnd the first 
scraps of co nverge nce lOkm inland. We 
tiptoed the last 90km to Parham, occasionally 
finding well -formed convergence, but we 
soon discovered that the tendri I clouds were 
rare ly worth diverting far from track. 
Away from France's yel low cornfields, th e 
agriculture became more verdant with every 
kilometre but soaring condi tions did not 
keep pace with our rising expectations: the 
best conditions would have taken us north 
into London's airspace; instead we weaved 
through sea air and weak convergences. 

After a last laudab le attempt to escape an 
engine burn, we were below Ditchling 
Beacon, caught in shadow and sea air w ith 
30km to run . After less than I ,000ft on the 
Rotax, we were back in lift and back to 
cloudbase at 3,000ft for a formation finish. 

A month after incurring syndicate opprobri­
um, we could turn our way worn steeds over 
to ou r long-suffering collaborators for the rest 
of the summer. We had been away for 27 
days and flown 11 5hrs and around 5,000km. 
The engines had run for 9hrs. 

Motors in gliders are not the great panacea 
for poor soar ing or ability and w ill always 
prove divi ive with purists. I have been fl yi ng 
the DG-400 for six yea rs: not onl y has the 
iron therma l opened many doors, and 
provided some grea t soaring I would not 
have considered before, but above all, it has 
transformed adventure - from dream to reality! 

So, what next? Paul has the bug and wants 
to try for Africa. Any enthused adventurers 
please send description of toothbrush 
to us c/o S&G. 

past several other NO!I..fIlll-tN..iftlI 
here, every weekend, It can't just be our 20 launch an hour retrieve winch 


system with a new 8.5 Itr Knox winch. Perhaps it's the fully professional winch 

drivers, office staff and catering. It could just be the friendly atmosphere or 


the traditional Saturday night dinner or the newly refurbished accommodation 

or the famous Mynd bar. Sure, this is one of the few places in Europe you 


can still bungee straight into wave but maybe it's more about the views and the 

buzzards and the Shropshire countryside. 


Want a place in the country to get away to at the weekends? 


MIDLAND GLIDING CLUB 
www.longmynd.com 

MGC. Longmynd, Church Stretton, Shropsillre. SY6 6TA 01588 650206 Champagne celebrations on a successful return home 
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For updates to the BGA club directory, see 


,NORTHVORKSHIRE SAILPLANE$ fiii'ii51 The ideal present 
for any occasion! www.nysailplanes.co.uk· ~ 

,.... ...~,....NIIi.......... 
In 

£16.95 t VAT,..,---_....­
....... 1177 

www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 
telephone 01608 677208 

SeeYou Mobile and LX Navigation LX 1600 
present a fully featured and affordable Vario-Logger-PDA solution 

- Moving Map with final glide - New_t technology variDmeter 
- 3D Airspace warning - Speed command 
- In-flight statistics and 3D Wind - Controned by PDA, stand alone operation possible 
- Support for Assigned Area Tuu - Optimum configuration: LX 1600-Colibri-PDA 

http://Mobile.SeeYou.ws/ http://www.LXNavigation.sl/ 

FULL REPAIR SERVICES IN: 

GLASS I CARBON I KEVLAR I WOOD I METAL 
C of ,A renewals, modifications" ' tailwhe~'sJ 

maintenance" ,;~strnm~n,t Pa.n.e11;i' i I 

__ 	,_ ':!.n.9!~f~, letc.~ .~~' '_ ~~I
T~~! , ~J~~57~?34f ' ~2IJ~~88~~~~~N<~" 5!17~~ 

Uni! .~; LAlanbrooke IndUStriaJ llpa~l!irsk, J North Yorkshire ·Y07,:3~!, 

c.-r. ~ 

< - -. - --- - - - - - - -- - - - - - --- -- - -- - - --._- --- _.-. - - --. - - --- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - --- - - --- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - --- - - - --- -- ----- -- -- - - - ---- - - - --.-- - - --. - - -_.- - - ­
; : 
! j
i JAXIDA Condensation-free ! 
! ALL WEATHER COVERS i 
, CD 	 • 

i~~ 	 ! 
• ~ Protects your aircraft 	 :U') 

[.:::: ~ ~ against sun, rain , and snow ! 
~ 2 ply fabric with UV-coating .iCI ~ 	 ~
~ Self-polishing action in the wind 	 cf.:o 

I~ ~ JA:::~:::::::::n:i 144 . DK-=~:::~~::::: i 
! Tel. +45 5944 0725 • Fax +45 59440609 • E-mail jaxida@jaxida.dk , 
.... _ ____ _ • ••.• ______ _ _ .._ •• • ___ _ _ _ .... _ ____ __ ____ ___ • ________ • ____ _ ____ • ___ • _____ • _ ___ _ __ ____ _ _______ ____ _ ___________ i 

The Platypus Papers: 

Fifty Years of Powerless Pilotage 


"All soaring pilots should have this book 
on their shelves" - George Moffat 

"Like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 
through" - Derek Piggott 

"Don't read it in public unless you are 
willing to make a spectacle of yourself 

laughing out loud" - Dave Allison 

"The funniest book ever written" - Platypus 

HOW TO BUY IT: see Tailfeathers, page 25 

The Premier Motor Gliding School 
* 	 Courses or by the hour for NPPL 

SLMG & TMG PPL, 
* 	 Bronze C Cross Country & Field 

Landing Checks, 
* 	 Convert your BGA Licence to an 

NPPLSLMG. 
* 	 RT Examination Centr4l. 
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BGA MEMBER CLUBS 


How to find a gliding club in the UK 

If you want to sample a new site the map overleaf 
and the list below can help. Services clubs, which 
may restrict civilian entry, are in green. BGA club 
details are updated at www.gliding.co.uk. where 
affiliated university clubs are also listed 

AND REAS GC (1 0): And re" Airiield. ~r" uSl form. Lezayrc. 

Islc of M,m; send post do Cranst()I Cott~ge, PorI (' VUIIf.'II, 

MJughold, ~ i1f11sey, ISLE Or- MAN, IM7 IAN 

:>t:..'crr:·I,.If)' f!7Jn7dnxgfiding 0Yf!.r. co. uk 

www.rnanxgl iding.i1yer.co. uk 

ANGLIA GC (11 ): st('phcnmrrJoll fJ!h()lrTl.'lil.com 

W\Vw,gcoci ti 0>.com/angli ilgl idingdub 

ANGUS GC (1): Drunlshode FM"" Round)'hill, GI,Hn i,. 

By Fortar. 01 .1 75 5i2994Ilwc.'47_m.1ndsw )'a l,oo. com 

www..lngusg lidingdub.ukf.ne l 

AQU IlA GC (1 2 ): 


I--linton-in-the Hedges t\ iriield, St!?J.IH.', Brackley N~' 1"3 3NS 


0 11:95 H 11 05b1infu ~I/~lqui/Jg/iding, cfJm 

www.aqullagliding.com 

RANNERDOWN RAfG GC (13): Keevil ,Iirtidd 

Clubhou~cJlJunchpojn t (w/t'nds) 013 80 a704 11 /07 t)J 1 5 566.4(, 

h;lflnCrdoWI1 C!I' tesco. nct!w\v\v.b~l nnerdmvngc. "0. uk 

BATH WILTS & NORTH DORSET GC (14): 

fhc Park, Kingston Deverill. \ 'Varminster I3A 12 7HF 

01 985 844095Iinfo@iJwn<i. co.uk 

www.bwnd .co. uk 

RAfGSA BICESTER (15): www.roigsa.urg 

U 1 1\69 2S24Y3/m<lnag('(('/.)r<1~r;sil.org 

BlDfORD GUDING CENTRE (16) : 

Oidfort! Airfield, Hidfurrl 011 Avon BSO 41'D 

01789 771bOGI()lfjce@bid(ord~/idinb.c().uk 

ww\v. bidio rdglidi ng.co.uk 

RLACK MOUNTAIN S GC (85): 

The Airllcld, T.llgdrth, Puv.'ys un DEI 

01874 711463I bJ.:l(.kmountJins!; lidingc/uiJ t!J)ho lmaif. com 

www.lal garthgc.co.uk 

BOOKER GC (17): Wycombe Air P",k, Marlow Sl 7 .lDR 

01494 44250 l /uiiic(~«/!h(J(JkerJjc.njfdr''lnJ. co.uk 

wW\"'.bookergl id ing.co.uk 

BORDERS GC (18): The Airfield, Milfield Wooler NEll 6HIl 

01 l08 216284Ihclp(ilbordcr'lllidingco.lIk 

www.bordersglidi ng.C'o.uk 

ROWLAND FOREST GC (19): 

Lower Cock t-HII Fm , Fid(Il(:' r~ L:me, Ch ipping, Pres(on PIn l'vVN 

01995 (i 1267fenquiriCS IJIJfg co .uk 

www.bigc. co.uk 

BRI STOl& GLOUCESTER HIRE GC (20 ): 

Nympsiidd, Stonf'hou${' C I. l 0 lTX 

01453860342Jsccrf'tJry@iJggc.co. uk­

w,'\"v.bggc.co .uk 

BUCKMINSTER GC (2 1 ): 


5.1!tby I\irii eld , Srrnxl.on Road, Skilli nglOTl, Crilntham NG 1 J 5Hl 


0 1476 860J85I offircfl/;uckmillSlergc .co.uk 

www.bud min'5tergc.co.uk 
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RURN GC (12): The Ai ri>eld. Pork l a, Burn , Sclb), YOH 8l.W 

01 757 2702g6IbufIlg fidmgcluIJ @.JIJif.;ioot.com 

W\>\'\\I. bumgl iel ingc I ub .t.o .u k 

CAIRNGORM GC (2): 


Hlackmill AirStrip, Fe-shiebridgl', KincT.li g, Invc-rn s~S"hi re 


OJ 540 651 .1 17Iglidill,ljtf'ft'shit' hridgeJreLcoservc.co.uk 

www.gliding.org 

CAMBRIDGE GC (23): Gransdcn l.odg(' Airlleld. Lodge 

rJrlll , Lnngslowe Road , Li ttl e GrJ.nsden , Sandy, l3eds SG 1Q 3EH 

01767677077/o{{iCC!l'g /ide. co. uk 

wwwww\v.gl icit'.co.uk 

CARDON MOOR GC (24) : 

C lrhon Moor, Nr Stokesley, North Yorksh ire 

0 1 &42 7782 -! 4 (w/e )/t'lIqu i riesll'c .)(ftonmOOf!;fidiJlgc/u/)' orgu k 

www.Glrltonmoorglidingc lul).org,uk 

CHANNEL GC (25) : 


\oValdcrshare Park, Nr. \Vh ilfidd, Dover, Ken l eT l5 5NH 


01104814 8fJ 8/NicBe.1rcra fff')\wf.com 

CH ILTERNS GC (:Z6): www.chi lternsgc.f<ncIUl.uk 

0 1296 (,2 J5 J S :..: 7002 mailbox 5 19H 

inio@chifternsgc .15I1t'I .( f) .uk 

CLfVELANDS GC (27) : w~;;'. rli 'h l()rth"i ri iel d.lrel~<.'rv -.co.uk 


Cl ubhous > 01423 J21 G42/MoiJile 07779 4 541 24 


CONNEL GC (3): 


Ub.ln Airport, Norlh Connel, By Ohan, Argy ll PAJ7 1RT 


() 1611 7 1 0420Ist(,\\'clrt (ti)m,!lciilrfi1ne.ev(~ham.n E' t 


CORNISH GLIDING & FLYING CLUO (28) : 


Perr<H1porlh Airfield, Tr~vell,] s, l'Jr Perranporth TRh YQS 


01872 572 I 24lcornglidelU'ilol.com 


http '/Imem 1){~ r s.<1ol.com/c()rngl idc/p • .1ge 1 . hI In 


COT5WOLD GC (29): 


The Control TOWl'r, ASlon Down Aidield, l'Jr MinchinhJmpton, 


Slroud, Glos e l6 HHT 


0 128S 7(,C)4 I 5Ipahl' cohwvldHliding. (·o.uk 

www.cutsw()ldgliding.co.uk 

CRANWELL GC (30): 

www.cr(\n well gc. irt..t.serv(.. co. uk 

fdrJ @Fil l p.:J trick. co.uk 

DARTMOOR GLIDING soaRY (31 ): 

Burnford Common, Hn,'nIQr, T::w istock, Devon 

01322 8 1 0712/mdrk .coop(->rSt:Jintfworld.com 

hl lp :/Av\v\v.di-lrlmO()r-g l idi ng. coml 

DEESroE GC (ol ): 

Ahoynt' Airiield, Dinnf't, t\hoYI1~, Ahc'rdl."'E'rl A834 5tH 

OT JJY Btl.S-i 19/c/0es idefJ,lgUdinndub. c().uk 

www.ftcha reJc .lw.irl'C'scrve..o).uk 

DENRIGH GC (86): Mold Kood, Denbigh, ( Iw)'d 

() 17 ... 5 81377 4/o(rJce(;Jek>fliJighglidingclub.cu.uk 

www.dcnbighglidingclub.co.ukJ 

DERBYS HIRE & LANCASH IRE GC (32): 

C"mphilJ, GreJ I Hucklow, 'TideswelJ. Buxton, SK 17 8RQ 

OJ 298 /{712 70IdJgcf~Jgliding.u-net. c:om 

\V\vw.d lgc.org.uk 

DEVON & SOMERSET GC (33): 

North Hill Airfield, I3roJdhernbury, Hon iton LX 14 'llr 


01404 H4i'J Hbld.<g -", lIy. to 

www. ds-gc.co.uk/ 

DORSET GC (34): Eyre', Fi t'ld, Puodlelown Rood, Hyde, 

WJrch"nl BH20 7NG 

0 1429 400:; 599/\V\vw.dorSt!lg lid ingc lL,h .fr('€se rve.«.). uk 

DUKERIES GC (35): 


G.lnlston Airfield, C .1fl1ston, [~15 t Rerford (Not,) pO'i !.)1 iu/(/n.:''''s) 


0 1 g09 73 143 6/ "dC'/e lf,ps\-\'.lnn.1ck60. frC['$(;.'fVf:.'.co. uk 


DUMFRIES & DI RICT GC (5): 

Fa lgunnv n, Ii )' DJlbC'J tli e, D umiries & G :dlo\-VdY 

() 1-~ H7 76060 I/k<1 7 ~)p.1SLki. freeservc.co . uk 

W\'-/\\'. paszki. freeserv(' .co. u kh ldgL, hIm 

EAST SUSSEX GC (36): 
Kilson Field, TIl(' Hroy/e, Ringmcr, E,l st Suss(:'x BN8 SAP 

0 1H25 B4()J47Istew(()rst ~JJol.com 

WWW. Sll.ise.... gliding.co.uk/ 

ESSEX GC (37 ): Norlh Weald Airfield, ,v'erlin W"y, North 

'Wcald Cvl I h hAA (O I t)~2 522222); Ridgewell f\iriif'ld, IJannelb 

/I sh. A5h~n , Ridg(!wdl CO l O BI l! (0 1440 7A'; 10\ j 

egC. Rfid innc li.llJ. r u. u,k,'vw w.esscxgl iel ing .or~ 

ESSEX & SUfFOLK GC (38): Wormingiord t\ idield, 

Fordham Road, vVormingio rd . Colchester. ( 06 ]t\Q 

(l 120£> 242596/Glidt' lJicsgcJlyer.co.uk 

www.csgc.l o.uk 

FEN l AND GC (39): www.glidingclub.freescrve.w.uk/ 

rfe.Jbuy t.J tRI felingc1ub. freeservt.'. co. uk 

FOU R COUNTIES (40): 


RAI--'- Harksro n Healh (remporc)f)' sire - send pOSI to Syerston ) 


www.iourc ollnti e.sglic Ii ngcJ lib.co. ukl 


07 81 ],}41804 (w/e l11obile) Isue CYJiourcoulltie5gfidingduh.co. uk 


FULMAR (6): [-a sterIon Airii l'ld, .~i rn ie, fl gin, 1\<\0 ~y::. h ire 

POo;!: David Brown , 10 Mannachie Ris.e. Forres, Mor~ly. IV3G 2US 

0 1 s09 ()7 fi() (lOI() I OlJ808H ~1J~'ud(>nr.,ljfa.c'l c. uk 

HEREFORDSHIRE GC (41): 

5hobdnn Airfield, Shobdnn HR6 9NR 

() I SbH 70HlJ08/g lidinf.; t!is!lobdon.com 

\vww.shobdon.com 

HERON GC (42): RN AS Ycovihon 

Cl' 1: de<ek IJ /"/eh"m-hollsd5nct. co.ukJ019J5 863055 

HIGHlAND GC (7): fa5lertol1 Airl i( ·l d, Bi rnie, Elgin, 

Morayshirc. PoSI to: Soorek\ry. J ICC, Drum Rl rm. Keilh AB55 5NP 

01.3 4} 86 2711arimin lJhighg/l!le.co.uk 

www.highglidc.co.uk 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE GC (43) : 

lashJm Ai rfield. LdSl l ~m, Alton CU}4 5SS 

01 256 3H4900/ icgc -commifleetPlc.nc:.uk 

'-vw.... v.5u.ic. <.lc . uklgl iding 

KENT GC (44): 

Squids Gale, ( hallock, Kent TN2 4DR 

01 23 1 7402 74/740307Iso.1ringOkent-g /iding-cillb.cu.uk 

W\\Iw. kenl~gl id ing-c lub.co . u kI 2>36 
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http:74/740307Iso.1ringOkent-g/iding-cillb.cu.uk
http:v.5u.ic.<.lc
http:3H4900/icgc-commifleetPlc.nc:.uk
http:www.highglidc.co.uk
http:2711ariminlJhighg/l!le.co.uk
http:vww.shobdon.com
http:70HlJ08/glidinf.;t!is!lobdon.com
http:IOlJ808H~1J~'ud(>nr.,ljfa.c'lc.uk
http:IsueCYJiourcoulltie5gfidingduh.co
www.iourc
http:www.glidingclub.freescrve.w.uk
www.csgc.l
http:242596/Glidt'lJicsgcJlyer.co.uk
http:gliding.co.uk
http:B4()J47Istew(()rst~JJol.com
http:freeservc.co
http:frC['$(;.'fVf:.'.co
http:lL,h.fr('�serve.�.).uk
http:ds-gc.co.uk
www.dcnbighglidingclub.co.ukJ
http:4/o(rJce(;Jek>fliJighglidingclub.cu.uk
www.ftcha
http:19/c/0esidefJ,lgUdinndub.c().uk
http:0712/mdrk.coop(->rSt:Jintfworld.com
http:p.:Jtrick.co.uk
www.cr(\n
http:www.cutsw()ldgliding.co.uk
http:24lcornglidelU'ilol.com
http:lternsgc.f<ncIUl.uk
http:8/NicBe.1rcrafff')\wf.com
www.Glrltonmoorglidingc
http:icit'.co.uk
http:wwwww\v.gl
http:www.gliding.org
http:hridgeJreLcoservc.co.uk
http:KincT.li
http:2702g6IbufIlgfidmgcluIJ@.JIJif.;ioot.com
http:min'5tergc.co.uk
http:860J85Ioffircfl/;uckmillSlergc.co.uk
http:Srrnxl.on
http:w,'\"v.bggc.co
mailto:01453860342Jsccrf'tJry@iJggc.co
www.bigc
http:www.bordersgliding.C'o.uk
http:iding.co.uk
http:l/uiiic(~�/!h(J(JkerJjc.njfdr''lnJ.co.uk
http:www.lalgarthgc.co.uk
http:711463IbJ.:l(.kmountJins!;lidingc/uiJt!J)holmaif.com
http:ng.co.uk
mailto:771bOGI()lfjce@bid(ord~/idinb.c().uk
http:2S24Y3/m<lnag('(('/.)r<1~r;sil.org
www.roigsa.urg
http:www.bwnd.co
mailto:844095Iinfo@iJwn<i.co.uk
http:www.aqullagliding.com
http:St!?J.IH
http:st('phcnmrrJollfJ!h()lrTl.'lil.com
http:www.rnanxgliding.i1yer.co.uk
http:www.gliding.co.uk
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BGA MEMBER CLUBS 


~ KESTREL GC (45): 

013724SHS79/chr;sw;ckH5f!Jhotm.lil.com 

LAKES GC (46): 


\"'dlney Airiie ld. BilrrOW In Fume~~, LA ' 4 3YJ 


07860 13S44 71I.CCtfJHrailhw;J;Ie.irCt.-.wir(' ,c;o.uk 

WWW. ldke-sgc.co,uk 

LASHAM GLIDING SOCIETY (47): 


Lasham A irfil'id, Illton GU34 5SS 


0 1256184900/0(fict',' /j silam.orguk 

www.l.1sh•.tm.orA·lJk 

LINCOLN HIRE GC (48): 


Strubh), Airfield, J\ lr'ord I.N ' J IAA 


01 507450flQ8Jwww.li ncolnshirf.glidlngduh.co.uk/ 

LONDON GC (49): 


rring Rndd, Dunstoble LU !> 2)1' 


0 1 '1 82 663414/in(o <Wg liding.powcrnet.co,uk 


www.lundonglidingclub .co.uk 


M EN DIP GC (SO): 


Ilabland A iriie ld, Nell' Rd, Prid(~', Wells, BAS J BX 


01 749 8 70 ~ 11 (Thurs+w/C? only}lh.l.'Ccl/!flJe/.1r.l.nc t 


www.nwndipglldingd uhxo.uk 


MIDLAND GC (5 1): 


Th~ Long M ynd, Church Slrc tton, Shropshire SY6 £1 TA 


0 15866 S0206/o{f;ct't.Jl /ongmynd com 

www.lungmynd .rom 

NEEDWOOD FOREST GC (52): Cross H"yos Field , 

M,lk('1 I ~ln (-l , I ~ Odr ~ross , Bur10n upon Trent DE 1J RQR 

0128'1 S7S)78/11IgCfl/l!ol!liding.c<wk 

w\Vw.gu~lidinRco. uk 

NE E VALLEY GC (53): 

Maf"ih.lls Pdddock. ~ .lmSl'Y ROild , Upwood PE26 2PH 


07761 4 78417IifJhM{jeld~ntlworlcl. c()m 


www.nvgc .org. ul...! 

NEWARK & NOTT G (54): 


nlt' Cluo House. Drove L'-II1t' , vVi nthorpe, NC'WJrk NC24 2NY 


0 1636 7071 51/I1(' H.',lfkgc t!Jhotm,lil.c(Jm 


www.nc..w<lfk l1o(!sgl idirigel ub. irt.:'e':>ervc.'.l o. ukl 


NORFOUC G (55): 


TibcnhJITI NI', I (log Slrdlton NR 16 I NT 


01 3i96772071f1orfolkgcttlhormJil. com 


www. ngcAlioc.irt>eS('rve.co.uk 

NORTH DEVON GC (56): 

Eagle5con NF, Burrington, Umberl ,iSh, 'orth Devon EX37 9 L11 

0 1769 520404/\\~vw.eagle5cott -ai rfleld.com 

ORTH WALES G (87): 


l l;lnli 5ilio AidieJct, Gcinffordd LJne, Nr L1anfieglJ 


(Not a postJ I address) 


07Y56 498078/Lr;anpOnwgc.org.uk 

www.nwgc.org.ul 

NORTHUMBRIA GC (57): 

Currock Hill , Chopwc ll, I'lewca tl" U pon Tyn~ ( 17 7AX 

(I t 207 5612861lnloOnonhumbria.flyer.co. uk 

wwwnonhumbria-gliding-dub.co.uk 

OXfORD GC (5 8): 


~AF Weston O n The Green, N r Sicestcr OX6 8TQ 


01 Hb9 343403/scc"'far),a ox(ord-glidinR-clu/J. co.uk 


\\'\vw.oxford-gl idi ng-club. co. uk 


OXFORDSHIRE SPORTFlYING LID (59): 

Enstone J\erodrome. Church Enstune OX7 4N P 

() IfiOS 677208/mi~cn IOnc~lcrodrume.co.uk 

ww\V. en~toneJen)( lrume.co. uk 

PETERBOROUGH & SPALDING GC (60): 

Postl,:tnd Ai rfield, Crowlimd. l ines 

II 173.3 2 1 04bJ/Ch.1irm,ln lJipssc-.co.uk 

W\vw.psgc..co, uk 

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL GC (61) : www.pngc.co.uk 

RATTLESDEN GC (62) : 


~au l(>sden Ai rfield, HighlO'V1l Grec n, RaUIc'sdf'n , 


Bury St. Edmunds 130 OSX 


a1449 7 ) 7 78c)/dn(/),. p~1~1..::'. clp@b.l)'er.c(}. uk 


www.ratair.co.uk 


SACKVlllE GC (63): 


Sac kv illc Lodge Fm, Risele), MK44 lOS 


OL!'14 7081177 


SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE (8): 


PortmoJ k A irfil'ld, Scotl.lI1uw ell, By Kinross KY 1.3 71J 


o11)92 840S4 :~ /office@s ottishglidinRC';entrt? co.uk 

\'\'Ww.scott ishgl idingcc.nlrc:- x o .uk/ 

SEAHAWK GC (64): RNAS Culdro, (' 


Secret ~l ry/PRO: michaC'l .ve.ln@bl inlernel.Lom 


SHALBOURNE OARING SOCIETY (65) : 


RivJr ~ lill Airiif'ld , Hen ley, Nr M~1rlho~OLJgh SNH ~RJ 


01 % 2 779333 


www.s fulbo urnegliding.co.uk 


SHE INGTON GC (66) : 


Sht:r.ningmn Airfield, Shen inglon OX 15 bNY 


0 1295 bHH 121 or 680008/Glid;n~.duhfYvirgi" . net 


www.sh{.n ingfon-gliding.co .uk// 


SHROPSHIRE SOARING GROUP (67): 


Sloop Airfi<'ld, Nr W"m SY4 3 11 E 


0 1 Y39 2)2045/c.ratc /;(fc@IC'sCl).netl/(('ilhfiefd@we./sh\v;Jve.cu.u J.. 


www.weishw.lVC.Co,uk 


SOUTH DOWN GC (63): 

1'>;lfh;Ul l NF, Pullxlrough Kd, C()olh~lm , PulhornlJgll R.H20 4HP 

0 1 ':I(lJ 74670L/5<Juthdov,'n tYscp/}ronJ O.;(L''<.'ScrvC'.co.uk 

www.SQuthdown-gc .demon.co .uk 

SOUTH LONDON GLIDING CENTRE (6') : 

Kenley Airfield, C. terham O n n,~ Ilill CR8 5YG 

0208763009 1/www.southlondungliding.co.uk 

SOlJTH WALES GC (88): 

The Airfield , GWt!rne ney, U ..k 

01291 6905 ,'\{J /O.wc.jelfriei. utinrern('/. com 

www.users.Aloha lnfl t.co.U '"" tunyho 

STAFFORDSHLRE GC (70): Seighford NF, Scighfo rd, Stafiord 

01785 282575/olfkew.tJ((ordshirq;liding_CIJ.uk 

www.staffordshirt...-gliding.co.uk 

STRATHCLYDE GC (9): St,.thaven A irfield, St rathavcn 

0 1357 52023 S/I", il@sfr" thclydeglidinllclu!J. ('(wk 

w\vw. slrdlhdydl~lidingclub. co.uk 

STRATFORD ON AVON GC (71): SniNerfield airfield, 

BearlC)' Road, Sn ille rfie ld, Stra tford on Avo n CVJ 7 UEe 

01 789 731 09SIRco(flJ>ghutlt'r.d('/1loll.m.uk 

wW'\N.gbutler.demon.co.uklsuagd index.hrrn 

SURREY HANTS GC (72): 

SN-. Lasham ur wwv'~5 I1rrC)'dndh.1n15_org. uk 

THE MOTOR GLIDER CLUB (73): 

Hinron-il1 -[hc-Hcdges Airfield, Steane. Rracklcy NNU (, LX 

0 1295 MI 2775I7ompltOlao l.com 

THE SOARING CENTRE (74): 

Husb<1 11c!S Bosworth Alrfidd, lullCfwo rt h LE 17 6JJ 

0 1 !l SH 880 2 1/88U419lot1'ice"' thr.<o""ngcmfrc.co.uk 

www. rhcsoJrlngcenrre.co.uk 

TRENT VALLEY GC (75): 

The t\irll eld, Kirton In lindsey, Ga insborough, Un 

01 fiS 2 b41l777Ip",dewick f!lhotmail.com 

www. tvgc .i reeserv('.co. uk 

U LSTER GC (90): 


BeliarenJ, Sei1coast Koad, :--Jr LimavJdy, County l.ondond 'rry 


0287775 010\llOm.snorldytl'/)nirelanc/. com 

WW\"'. gl ieli ng. utvinll~rncl. (, om 

UPWARD BOUND TRUST GC (76): Ay lesbur)'fTh,Illc 


;-\irfl elcl , HadrlC'nh ...1m, Bucks (Not J postJ I address) 


( 129 1) 7 i8S071r1.lVidl!'arom~!l ic.isn('r. c().uk 


VALE OF NEATH GC (B9) : ~higos Airi ;eld, M ount KOdd, 


Cefn Khiso~, Nr Glynnc ...lth, M id -C IJOlorgan 


htlr :l!hQmetown_do l .co. u klrh i gosgl idinWmyhoOl€'pa~C/fl yi n8 . h[111 1 


VALE OF WHITE HORSE GC (77): 


S.1ndhill FJml Airfi('ld, Shrivcnh.Jrn, SWINDON, Vv'i lt.!>; Pust to : 


Mr C Beveridge, 4Y, Adk in \ 'Vay. \ 'V.lntage, OX 12 9H N 


() 17q] 78J6U5 or 0 179'1 725265Ivmvilgc p'ef1l.l il .com 


W\\";,,.swindongliding.co.uk 


VECn s GC (78): 


Htlngar No I , H{·mbridge Airport, Bemhri dg€" Isle 01 Wight ; 


P()~t 10: Alasdilir Maclea n, 140 SI E.dmund!-i Walk, \lVOO!ton 


Bridge, Rydc, Isle oi Wight PO]] 411 


01'10) 8B38H4Ia lasda ;rfjlt1mac1c~m.t7Yf:r. co . uk 

wWW.V('( l isgl idingclub.co.ukl 

WEllAND GC (79): 


lyvedl'n Ai rfield, 1-I Jrll'~' Way, Lyvedcn Road, Bri g~tQck, 


Kctlerin f{, Norfhanf$ J 


0 1 tn 2 J0 52J 7Isl!zann(·. harrj~ !tl /in~ofJe. nd 

ww·w.w(O ll ~lnd _skynL't .co.uk 

WOLDS GC (80): 


The Airfield, Pockli ngton, York Y042 I NP 


01 759 303 579/olfic""' lVolds-ghding.org 

www.wulus-glicling.(Jrg 

WREKIN GC (81): ~I\F Cosiord 

-' uhhouse: 01902 3772551mobih·: 07719 732 746 ( -,l lISun) 

www.geoci{i(..s.com/w f t:! kingd wTekin.html 

WYVERN GC (62): 

s('(:rer~1rY'/· \vyvemglidin8 . org. uk 

Sc ' rotilrY: 01 264 7828 I 2/H angar: 0 1980 6 152 8J 


www.wyverngliding.org.uk 


YORK GUDI G CENTRE (83): 


Kuiforth Aerodrome, Rufforth, York Y02 3QA 


01904 738(94 / ),orlq; l idingc.entre. b tinterner.com 

W\..... \\'-u Sl·r~_york.ac.ukt- mdc l /ygc.hlml 

YORKSHIRE GC (84): 

Sutton Bank, Thll1ik Y07 2EY 

01845 97237Ienquiry0 )1,'c.cv.uk/www.ygc.co.uk 
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AIRBORNE IN THE USA 

Travellers'tales 

Despite 9/11, British pilots are still soaring in the States: Chris Ellis 
(below) in Arizona; Richard Starey (opposite), in CaJifornia, and 
Graham Turner (overleaf) in Nevada. The travellers tell their tales ... 

To QUOTE Monty Python: "Now for 
something completely different" . If you 
go to the Soaring Society of Ameri ca's 

website - www.5sa.org - you will find f ive 
gliding sites listed for Arizona. Two of them 
(Arizon a Soaring Inc and Turf Soa ring) are 
professional operations by aerotow from 
hard runways. Sky King Soaring, run by Russ 
and Cyn thia Hustead, offers "powered 
sa ilpl ane tours" in a Super Dimona from 
Pilyson, Mesil and Sedona airports. I fl ew 
with Russ a couple of years ago on a 
spectacular photographic flight to the 
snow-capped "four pea ks" mountain range. 

This leaves the two si tes that are actual 
members' clubs. I have in the past bee n 
made very welcome at Tucson Gliderport, 
which is the home of Tucson Soaring Club 
Inc, a club much on the same scale as my 
home one at the Long Mynd. They fly from 
an old military airfield on Wednesdays and 
weekends and are aerotow onl y. 

If you ask about the Prescott club at any of 
the above establishments a sort of puzz led 
expression appea rs on the face of the 
respondent and they mutter something about 
it being a winching site somewhere up 
north, then shuffle off wondering why any­
one would ask such a dilmn fool question. 

The town of Prescott is very pleasilnt 
indeed. The capital of the Territory before 
Ari zona became a State, it is about 
100 miles north of the capital, Phoeni x, at 
S,OOOft as l in one of the prettiest parts. O n a 
trip last spring I was determined Lo seek out 
this mysteriOUS gliding club as well as enjoy 
a day out in Prescott's cool , leafy streets. 
Phoen ix was swelteri ng in temperatu res of 
109fC, 100 higher than the May average. 

My quest started with a call to the phone 
number from the website, which listed the 
fleet of an SGS I-2b, an SGS 2-33, a Blanik 
and a Scheibe lugvogel 3 - but this was out 
of dale. The fl eel has increased since then. It 
also said: "members onl y, no rides". I had a 

Bad weather forced a decision to land after 45 minutes 

very pleasa nt response and W <lS invited to be 
there on Saturday: "We start flying around 
11 am and say you have ch cked with AC" 

Most things in Arizona are "awesome" 
and, when I arrived at Prescott, this site was 
no exception. The winch is stationed by the 
entrance gate, where we were met by one of 
the members and having given the password 
- nAC" - we were directed to the launch­
point. This was a speck in the distance. We 
drove down the w inch run foll owed by the 
tow-out truck bringing the wire back for the 
next launch. AC had just launched in a 2-33 
and reported that he was climbing at 10kt; 
after a few minutes he had reached ·12 ,OOOft. 
We spent the next hour or two in the shade 
ol an awning chatting to three or four other 
members who turned up and helped with a 
couple of launches. The single-strand wire, 
we w re t.old, is over a mile long, 6,070it to 
be more exact. This must be a recorJ. I have 
never heard oi a w inch run that long Cl nJ it 
must' be quite a wE'ight to drag into the air. 
Launches reach an average height of 2,000ft. 
As the fi eld is S,OOOft asl, with a 2,000ft 
launch foll owed by 'lOkt thermals it does 
not take all that long to reach cloudbase at 
12,000fl. The club has a membership of 
around 40 and is very much a hands-on 
DIY affa ir w ith a wonderfully laid-back and 
rel axed Arizona atmosphere. 

There are no such refinements as a hangar 
or clubhouse - J c )Uple of ca rava ns provide 
storag facilities. The gliders are permanently 
rigged and outdoors, firmly anchored to the 
ground with a wire fence to keep the cattle 
off. Protection from the sun is provided by 
shades over the canopies . The lugvogel has 
a sort of T-hanga r \v ithout walls. 

An interesting innovation is their method 
of returning the cable to the launchpoint. 
They found that by dragging the w ire back 
behind the truck it would last for an average 

Above: the winch is 6,07011 away down thiS track 

Lefl: the launchpoint - Prescott has no clubhouse 

of 600 launches before wearing out. They 
have fitted an outrigger to the truck and put 
tyres every I 00 ya rds down the side of the 
track. By dropping the w ire along the tyres 
they have doubled its life. 

My turn to fl y came at about 1 pm. Cloud 
cover had increased substanti Cl lly and rain 
was expec ted within the next couple of 
hours. I climbed aboard the 2-33 wi th A , 
who was described as Flight ChCl irman (CFI), 
and was hauled skywards, releasing at 
2, 1OOft agl. By this time the thermals had 
lost some of their power but we settled into 
a steady 4-Skt climb to cloudbase then set 
off for a tour of the Clrea. 

After about 45 minutes rain showers cou ld 
be seen and having decidecl to go down 
I opened the brakes and stl.jCk the nose 
down. Even rattling along at 60kt we were 
still goi ng up at 1kt. The only way down 
was to find some sink and circle in that w ith 
full brake and sides lip. Not one of my best 
landings and then we hurriedly got every­
thing ti ed dow n behind the cattle fence in 
the (ncreas ing wind before the rain. 

A great club - and "awesome" in true 
Ari zona sty le. 

Chris Ellis 

Chris launching in the 2-33 at Prescott Soaring SOCiety 

(http://members.tripod.com/-thriftlsoaringlpsa2.html) 

Sailplane & Gliding 38 

http://members.tripod.com/-thriftlsoaringlpsa2.html
http:www.5sa.org


routes north ,mel I took the exit into a smdll 
town. Disorientated, and taunted by my 
navigation assistant to rejoin 11 5, I slowed at 
a junction and wound down the window. 

"Hello! Can you tell me how I can get to 
the north of LA?" 

In the brief moment the window was 
open, ash had begun to accumulate on the 
dashboard, collecting in a neat pile around 
the No Smoking sticker. Both men were 
police officers. The one who answered 
me was not wearing, as the other man was, 
a gas mask. Instead, ,1n Ameri can flag 
h,lndkerchief was wrapped, hi ghwayman­
style, around his nose <md mouth. His 
advice was a 1OO-mile circumnavigation, 
which, after I had dialled the route into the 
satnav, my unconcerned-sounding route 
finder told me would take three hours. I had 
booked a two-hour slot fo r a dual flight and 
called the airfi eld. Fortunately they 'had 
some space later on in the afternoon, and 
I turned in a lit tle after lunch to a road 
marked by a trailer, with "Sailplane Rides" 
inscribed in big blue letters along its side. 

Having flown in to LA the day before, 
struggled to keep my eyes closed for more 
than a couple of hours that night, and just 

Top and above: the view from Richard's cockpit 

completed a tortuous journey of earth, win cl 
and fire, I stretched out on the clubhouse 
sofa, my head reeling. The 1O,000ft peaks of 
th e San Gabriel Mountains, no more than 
five mil es away, promised ridge paradise. 
Dale was to be my Pl. The door slammed 
open in the wind as he came in. He /"1tdled 
a scarf away from his face and greeted me 
warmly. 

"So, you've come to fly with us today ' " 
A bit of chelt and a quick test on my 

understanding of wind gradients <lnd we 
were walking over to the Grob 103. Su ffice 
it to say, and with my previous but limited 
experience of flyin g in the US, I W il S not 
required to do anything more strenuous 
than climb into the glider. The cockpit felt 
somewhat roomy. I always feel a little naked 
not wearing a parachute,"as if the few inches 
of material behind me make me fee l suitably 
confident to take to the air. It is the same 
when diving, feel ing properly dressed 
in a wetsuit, bottl e Jnd tubes, but quite 
intimidJted snorkel ling with just a mask 
and fins, even in shallow water. 

"These forest fires," Dale muttered. 
"Terrorists! " 

His statement left me feeling curiously 
uneasy. I might have dismissed any such 
remark as sensational ist, perhaps on a par 
with criticism that might be levelled at some 
over-zealous news reporting. But recent 
events have brought the immediacy of 
confli ct right on t~) all our doorsteps. l'v\aybe 
Dale was right. 

We took up slack and were away. The 
desert ends on the horizon, only to continue 
to the next horizon, and the next, for 25,000 
square miles. And not much of it is landable. 
Dry lakebeds, as found at th e neighbouring 
Edwards Air Force Base, continue to be used 
for test flights and shuttle landings and have 
extremely flat cl ay surfaces, with "drawn on" > 

No smokin,g 

at Crystalaire 


IT WAS raining ash across much of the 
southern part of the State. By morning, 
the situation was no different. Parked GlrS 

were covered in a delicate film of cinders 
and the sky was white in preten ce of snow. 
Not altogether happy about the prospect of 
staying on company business for two weeks 
in what resembled J Pompeii film set, I had 
decided to venture north for the weekend, 
Jway from the fires and my mushroom­
coloured hotel room, to a range of 
mountains a little above Los Angeles, where 
the jagged peaks plunge down to the vast 
expJnse of the M ojave Desert. Situated 
40 miles on a north-easterly line from 
Hollywood is Crystalaire, whi ch I was at 
that moment driving to, with the aid of 
Hertz satellite navigation and the promise of 
some quite spectacular soaring. 

Interstate 15 disappeared, maybe only 
for a couple of seconds, but compl etely. 
I waited for the crunch as I stood on the 
brakes, only to be reunited with my lane, 
car intact and still moving forward. The 
wind, kicked up by the local fires in San 
Bernardino, was blowing sizeabl e volumes 
of the desert across the motorway. A flashing 
sign over the road signalled the closure of all 

Top: the Joshua tree: above, advertising US-style 
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> runways for military and NASA pilots. But 
over much of the area the covering of rough 
grasses and cacti is decidedly aircraft­
unfriendly. Crystalaire itself is surrounded 
by large cacti and Joshua trees, named by 
eilrly Mormon pioneers after the Old 
Testament prophet Joshua, wilving them on, 
with upraised arms, towards the Promised 
Land. We messed about in ridge lift, and 
later thermal, landing after ilbout an hour 
of plilyground bliss. 

The next day, San Diego did not go to 
work. The fires were so severe that people 
were advised to stilY indoors with their 
famili es . I had taken over five hours to drive 
back to my hotel the previous day, finally 
taking a 70-mile cross-country route over 
the mountains. This amounted to an over­
whelmingly large number of hairpin bends, 
tilken late into the night, against a backdrop 
of hillside infernos. 

The following Silturday I set off again, 
arriving at Crystalaire in il little under 
90 minutes. The weather had become wintry 
- well, it WilS mid November. It was raining 
in LA, but the mountains were blocking the 
Pacific marine air from crossing on to the 
cu-popping desert side. Sharp temperature 
differences reputedly produce some very 
strong lift here. On a typical summer's day, 
it is soarable by lOam and, by mid-day, you 
ca n be setting off on a 500km dash from 
14,000ft. For the rest of the year, Crystalaire 
enjoys lilrgely uninterrupted ridge and wave. 

I hired an Astir, beautifully maintained 
and equipped with a healthy display of 
instrumentiltion, including a transponder. 
It was mine for the afternoon. I had some 
pretensions to go somewhere, and was 
armed with a map, but decided when air­
borne to stay local. One hour into the flight, 
I picked up some wave and spent the next 
90 minutes playing amongst the snow-dusted 
mountains, in heady ozone and stunning 
scenery. 

I finally had to leave the fairy-tale mountain 
backdrop and my smoke-free gliding oasis. 
On returning, ash had now all but stopped 
falling in the hotel car park and my satnav 
was sounding bored. As I closed the lift door 
to my room, to begin another week of sales 
training, it was just possible to hear me utter 
that infamous phrase of the new Governor 
of Californiil: ''I'll be back!" 

Richard Starey 

The hosts at Crystalaire (www.greatwesternsoaring.com) 
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Hooked on Minden 

THANKS to Platypus' joyful description 

- "probably the best gliding site in the 
world" - Nevada's Minden must be 

known, at least by repute, to almost every 
British glider pilot. 

I have been fortunate to be able to make 
one or more expeditions to Minden almost 
every year since 1997. Initially I went for the 
wave, but more recently it has been thermal 
conditions that have drawn me there. 

Since it is so easy, and relatively cheap 
considering how far away it is, to get to 
Minden, I thought it might be interesting to 
jot down some of my recollections of flights 
there, perhaps to encourage other British 
glider pilots to head out that way. 

Minden, or more properly Minden-Tahoe 
Airport, is situated in the Carson Valley, 
close to the California-Nevada border, just to 
the east of Lake Tahoe and the Sierra Nevada 
mountain range. Ground level in the valley 
is almost 5,000ft above sea level, with the 
Sierras rising a further 8,000ft. 

When the jet stream sets up over this area 
it can produce perfect conditions for really 
strong wave off the Sierras, and at least one 
of the locals reckons to have been over 
40,000ft in a glider more often than anyone 
else in the world! 

If you head south from Minden you come 
to Mono Lake and then the Owens Vall ey 
running between the Sierras and the White 
Mountains. Further south yet, and a little to 
the east, there is Death Valley. East from 
Minden takes you towards the centre of the 
Great Basin, the aftermath of a vast inland 
sea that once covered most of Nevada. 

Thermals can be fabulous, averaging lpkt 
or more to cloudbases around 18,000ft, but 
people who haven't been there yet tend to 
overlook the other side of this, the huge 
areas of 10kt sink, and the fact that places to 
land out witnout damaging the glider are 
rather filf apart. 

In April 1997 four of us, John Barrie-Smith 
and Geoff Chaplin from Lasham, and Jon 
Huband and myself from Sandhill Farm, 
arrived in Minden for the first time. After an 
initial briefing we were sent off to the FAA in 
Reno to get our US Glider Pilot Licences 
(tbis would not be nearly so easy now after 
September the 11 th) and got back to th e 
airfield around lunchtime. 

As we prepared for site checks we naively 
asked: "where's the wave" to be told: "look 
up there". What we saw was a sky full of 
stretched-out cumulus clouds. 

Metaphorically, we drew straws for the 
order of check flights and John went first. 
As well as the usual checks we were towed 
around in rotor to see how well we could 
cope with that amount of turbulence on tow 
and did wave familiarisation with one of the 
local instructors. John completed his checks 
then launched solo for an immediate 
Diamond height! My own checks came next, 

but by the time I headed off on my own 
the wave window was closing - in the US 
all flights over FL 180 are subject to ATC 
clearance - so I shot up to 18,000ft and 
then had to stop, quite frustrating . 

The wave didn't return for a couple of 
days, and then not so strongly, but I did 
manage a flight to 22,000ft for my Gold 
height that year. On another trip I completed 
the Diamond with a flight to 27,000ft, and 
got my first "Lennie" for going above 
25,000ft in wave. Since then I've also made 
a couple of flights above 30,000ft, which 
achieved my personal goal of being high 
enough to imagine the whole world, Everest 
and all, spinning underneath me without 
touching me. On one of those flights I even 
watched a local instructor climbing up in the 
wave as he was flying a succession of loops! 

My real interest in wave now is for cross­
country flying. In the right conditions it is 
possible to fly along the edge of the Sierras 
in wave for some considerable distance, 
which makes very fast cross-country speeds 
possible, limited only by the glider's VNE. Of 
course the record-breaking flights along the 
much longer Andes show that in the right 
place you can do much, much better. 

So far I've had some fabulous ad hoc 
flights in wave at just below FL 180, and 
declared one 300km out-and-return but 
ended up falling out of the wave north of 
Reno and then spending hours digging 
myself back up into the wave to get high 
enough to get back over Reno I nternationa I 
Ai rport's ai rspace. A couple of days earl ier 
John wasn't so lucky and Reno tower kindly 
gave him his own runWilY to land there, and 
routed 737s around him in the circuit. 

After a few years of spring-time trips to 
Minden I felt I wanted to e.lplore summer, 
thermal conditions there too. Mind you, 
even in March the conditions can be good 
enough for 300km tasks, but in mid-summer 
there is the potential for really long fl ights. 

My work took me to the San Francisco Bay 
areil a number of times one year and let me 
snatch summer weekends at Minden, and 
I began to learn the thermal ropes for the site 
and the area. One of the difficulties in the 
summer is to escape from the Carson Valley, 
since early in the day the inversion layer 
over the valley tends to be lower than the 
mountains surrounding it. 

Then in the summer of 2000 I managed to 
arrange for a nine-day trip to Minden, with 
the aim of getting my third Diamond. For the 
first few days I attempted a number of 
500km yo-yo tasks but ended up getting shot 
down each time by the wave that usually 
sets up towards the end of each day and 
greatly influences the thermals. 

Getting tired of landing out I decided to 
try a different route and declared a 500km 
out-and-return task, making use of the logger 
for a remote start and finish, and a single 
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turn pOint set up using the co-ordinates of a 
mountain peak in the Whites range, close to 
Tinemaha Dam. 

The day looked promising but that turned 
out to be sl ightly deceptive. Getting 
launched was the first issue: my Discus was 
full of water and at about 5,000ft elevation 
and over 30°C I needed almost the whole 
4,000ft paved runway to 'et airborne, even 
being towed by a 260bhp Pawnee. 

I released from tow and got a feel for the 
day's thermals then headed for the start, 
whi ch I passed through at about 8,000ft. 
After getting out of the valley (basically by 
working higher and higher up the slopes, 
where the inversion layer is gradually g tting 
pushed up by the proximity of the ground) 
I cl imbed to 14,000ft over the Pine N~ts 
range which forms the eastern edge of the 
valley. This is my idea of a reasonably safe 
altitude to depart from the Carson Valley 
given the horrendous sink that you can often 
meet as you head south towards Mount 
Patterson and Mount Grant. 

I worked my way down towards Mono 
Lake, gradually gaining height, and regretful­
ly jettisoning my waterballast at a judiCious 
altitude (the freezing level that day was 
around 16,000f(' and despite the gliding 
operation's use of anti-freeze I would rather 
not take any chances). 

Then I had to decide whether to try and 
hop across to the Whites by the shorter route 
east of Mono Lake or take th e longer, safer 
route on the Sierras to the west. The sky 
looked promising ahead so I took the eastern 
route and managed to find enough lift on 
my way across to reach the Whites at 
around 12,000fl. I t.ook a climb there to 
about 16,000ft and then set off down the 
Whites hardly turning at all since there was 
such raging lift all along their western face. 
Mainly I had to adjust my flying speed to 
avoid accidentally climbing through FL 180! 

After getting to my turn point I headed 
back northwards along the Whites, following 
almost exactly the same path as on the way 
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south - having a logger is really useful for 
analysing flights afterwards. As I neared the 
northern end of the Whites I could see a 
horrific group of storms which had set up 
over Mono Lake and th e area around it, with 
virga hanging down several thousand feet 
from the main cloud base. I now know that, 
in the summer, afternoon storms such as 
these are quite cummonplace in the Minden 
region, caused by the monsoonal flow 
which sets up - there is a huge amount of 
rain but virtually none gets to the ground. 

The storms were worst by the Sierras so 
I could see that if I was to get back to the 
north I would need to fly to the east of 
Mono Lake, in an area that sti II looked 
pretty unattractive and where, once I'd left 
the Whites, the next airfield I could land at (I 
didn't fancy Platypus Flats in the middle of 
nowhere with a several-hour or a day walk 
to get out and get a retrieve) was about 

'I found myself under what 
must have been a quite active 

cu-nim, flying at VNE' 

70km away. Talk about being committed to 
getting it right! 

My spirits were lifted when I hea rd a radio 
call from an American glider pilot who had 
made it across along more or less the same 
route as I was planning, so I set off. I had 
expected there to be huge sink given the 
virga hanging down, but I found myself 
under what must have been quite an active 
cu-nim and I ended up flying at VNE to more 
or less maintain altitude. Even so I only just 
kept under FL 180. Then I hit the sink, and 
eventually emerged into overcast, watery 
sunlight on the northern edge of the storm. 

I found some weak lift on the edge of a 
cloud and started to climb, then decided to 
move a bit, quite a bit, further away when 
I saw lightning come out from the cloud. I 
flew towards Barron Hilton's ranch and 
airstrip, thinking that even if I couldn't find 
any lift I could land there. However my luck 

was in and I managed to take a climb to 
about 16,000ft and set off (or home, albeit 
flying a lot more slowly than on the way out. 

The storms had the effect of draining most 
of the energy in the area and I found myself 
getting lower and lower around Mount 
Patterson; it looked like I would end up 
landing out after all. Then I managed one 
more decent climb and tiptoed back into the 
southern end of the Carson Valley following 
the line of convergence that sets up roughly 
in the middle there in the afternoon as air 
falls back down the valley sides. 

I made it back to the finish and landed at 
Minden with a huge feeling of satisfaction at 
having flown the 500km, although at that 
point I was still wondering whether it would 
be invalidated by my going through FL 180 
- as good fortune would have it, I remained 
a couple of hundred feet clear. The whole 
flight from take off to landing took just a bit 
over six hours, and my iljIerage speed over 
the whole task was just short of 90km/h. 

Since then I've made a number of abortive 
attempts at substantially longer distances, 
but one problem I can see is that flying a 
rented glider I can't carry enough oxygen for 
really long flights, since the single bottle that 
is filted is only enough for about six hours. 
Now I need to work out how to persuade 
my wife that it would be a good idea not 
just to head out to Minden to fly but also to 
buy a glider for my occasional use out there! 

I think Minden is a real soaring Paradise, 
and you learn a lot from flying in such 
different conditions compared to those in 
the UK. Since I' m still renting gliders 
perhaps I shouldn't say this, because it will 
only make it harder for me to get the better 
ones myself, but I really would encourage 
anyone contemplating a gliding holiday to 
head out to Minden - you'll probably get 
hooked, just as I've been. 

Graham Turner 
For more information on visiting the USA, see: 

www.ssa.or8 (So~ring Society of America) 

wWl-v.usemhassy.org.uk (US Embassy in London) 
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Gliding and UK Airspace 

Carr Withall, chairman of the BGA Airspace Committee, provides a brief assessment of 2003 and the 
annual reminder on airspace knowledge that all glider pilots should know 

IN 2003, the many airspace changes to the 
East of Manchester were introduced as 
well as the new airway from Manchester 

to Newcastle. These changes have greatly 
affected the high wave climbing areas in 
Yorkshire. The wave cross-country flights to 
the north have been assu red by a n agree­
ment with Newcastle ATe. 

As I mentioned last year, the next area of 
airsp,lCe that was to be redesigned was in 
the Clacton area. This was completed ca me 
into effect on M arch 18, 2004. You will see 
from th e map (opposite) th at it is mostly 
high-level airspace. It does affect a couple of 
clubs, whose pil ots will have to fly further 
before they can take high climbs into cloud . 

The next area for redesign is to the West 
of London and Birmingham (The West End 
Development). See Future airspace concerns 
later in this article. 

Last season British gliding had some very 
bad publicity, when - it is alleged- thelt on 
two occasions J glider infringed J Temporary 
Restricted Airspace (TRA) where In air 
display was taking plelce. The Red Arrows 
had to stop their display. There is NO excuse 
for this to happen when information on air 
displays, royal flights, and so on is readil y 
avai lable from several sources. The Red 
Arrows display programme ca n be seen on 
their web site. www.rafmod.uk/reds 

I know that the introduct ion of the new 
AIS website caused ma ss confusion but it is 
now more user friendly (www.ais.org. uk). 
The BGA website (www.gliding.co.uk) link 
to Airspace gives deta ils of how to use the 
site for flight planning. This together wi th the 
free Avbrief and NOTAMPLOTv2, th at can 
be downloaded to show any area pictori ally, 
will assist all General Avi ation (GA) users to 
be properly briefed before flying. 

The "One Sky One Day" European airspJce 
strategy hus achieved its first objective of a 
common upper division Flight Level of 
FL195. Above this level all airspace is 
Class C ai rspace. Some states made this 

bange on November 27,2003. The UK is 
unlikely to make it until I\lovember 2004. 
When thi s happens, Class B airspace will no 
longer ex ist. Our existing agreements for 
high flyin g wave areas will continue as at 
present. This change means th at the upper 
airspace will start at FL"l95 instead of FL245 
as it is toclay. The strategy's next objective, to 
achieve total controlled airspa ce above a 
lower level, possibly as low as FL95, is 
being strongly opposed by the UK and some 
other European states. 

Transponders 
Following a mid air co llision between two 
airliners over India, some yea rs ago, ICAO 

decided that every aeroplane should be 
fitted w ith a transponder. The UK has agreed 
that the date for all GA aircraft and gliders to 
be fitted with a Mode S transponder is 2008. 
However other European states, including 
France and Germany, are implementing thi s 
rul e from March 31, 2005 when flying in 
certain designated areas - Class D airspace, 
for example. 

The UK is developing a low power (20 
watt) Mode S transponder that is suitable for 
gliders and this may be available by the end 
of thi s year. A full history and explanation of 
transponders appears on p20 of this issue. 

ICAO Airspace Classification 
In November 1991 the UK adopted the new 
system of international airspace classifica tion 
developed by the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation ICAO. The status of J piece of 
airspace is denoted by a letter which will be 
shown on all aeronauti ca l charts, and it is 
this letter rather than the title of the airspace 
that will determine the rules applying to it. 
For example, in the UK airways will all be 
Class A, but in other countries they may be 
Class E. In order to fly within Controlled 
Airspace, gliders w ill often require legal 
exemption s, and the availability and nature 
of these will vary from country to country. 

Class A Controlled Airspace 

Cotswold CTA Daventry CTA 
London CTR London TMA 
Manchester TMA Worthing CTA 
All Airways (except where they pass 
through a TMA, CTA or CTR of lower 
status) 

As from November 6, 1997 NO ai rways 
can be crossed by gliders. 

Exceptionally, gliders may cross sections 
of Class A airspace by virtue of a Letter of 
Agreement (LoA), which will have very 
detail ed procedures to be followed. These 
LoA will be specific to a club operation. 
Camphill has an agreement for crossing Jir­
way B 1. There is also an agreement for 
crossing airways B2 and B226 in Scotland, 
which applies nationally. However both 
these agreements require pil ots to have read 
the detailed procedures and signed the BGA 
form, which MUST be given to the CFI 
before undertaking a c.rossing flight. 

Class B Controlled Airspace 
The entire airspace over the UK above 
FL245, compri si ng the Upper Airspace eTA 
and the Hebrides Upper Control Area (UTA), 
is Class B Airspace. 

Gliders are no long r allowed to fly in thi s 

airspace without restriction . 
Specified areas have been agreed that can 

be activated by clubs using the procedure 
for glider operations in Class B airspace. The 
requirement for notice of activation of these 
areas has been reduced to two hours. 

Class C Controlled Airspace 
No UK airspace falls in this category at the 
time of going to press, although thi s is likely 
to change later this yea r (see above). 

Class 0 Controlled Airspace 
All Class D airspace (formerly Special Rules 
Airspace) requires an ATC clearance to enter 
and transit this airspace. Pilots will also be 
flying in VMC conditions. Any pilot w ishing 
to enter it must: 

1. Contact the ATC unit and pass detail s of 
aircraft's position, level and proposed track. 
2. Obtain entry cleJrance. 
3. Listen out on the frequency whilst in that 
airspace. 
4. Comply with ATC instructions. 

The above rul es apply to gl iders in all Class 
D Areas: 

Aberdeen CTR/CTA 
Belfast CTR 
Belfast City CTRJCTA 
Birmingham CTR/CTA 
Bournemouth CTR 
Bristol CTRJCTA 
Brize Norton CTR 
Cardiff CTR/CTA 
East Midlands CTR6CTA 
Edinburgh CTR 
Glasgow CTR 
Leeds/Bradford CTR/CTA 
Liverpool CTR 
Lyneham CTR/CTA 
London Gatwick CTRJCTA 
London Stansted CTR/CTA 
London City CTR 
London Luton CTR/CTA 
Manchester CTR/CT A 
Newcastle CTR/CTA 
Scottish TMA 
Solent CTA 
Southampton CTR/CTA 
Teesside CTR/CTA 

There is a form to complete after flying 
through Class D airspace. All clubs do have 
copies. Completing this form will give the 
BGA and the CAA statistics on how many 
gliders have been granted clearances to 
continue their fligh ts and iden tify any ATC 
uni t. that may be unhelpful. There is NO 
restriction to asking any ATC unit in Class D 
for clearance to fly through their area . Most 
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Changes to Clacton Airspace below FL245 

are only "busy" for short periods usually 
ea rl y morning and late afternoon. Much of 
th e trilffi c is trJns iting light aircraft or fl ying 
schoo l trJffic. 

Th e Cod' of .unduet for Glider Flights 
through Cia. s 0 airspace is still releva nt as it 
sets out good airmJnship prClc ti se. 

Most pilots who h.we asked for cl ea rances 
obtdin them from helpiul controllers but a 
few hav b ' n refused c leil rances. With 
more education ilnd vi sits irom pilots to their 
local ATC unit, c learances should become 
the norm. 

Code of Conduct for Glider Flights 
Through Class D Airspace 
VVith the ever-increas ing size of Class 0 
Jr as th need to fl y through th m on cross­
country fli ghts will occu r mure frefluentl y. 
Pilo ts can ask for a cl earanc to fl y through 
ANY lass 0 ilirspace. The ode set out 
below is a guide to good airmanship 
practi c . 

1. lider pilots should plan to route their 
flights through lilss 0 airspJce when it is 
clear th at th ere ,lre advcl ntages from so 
doing, such as better wea ther and hort ' r 
track distance. 

2. Fli ghts should try to spend the minimum 
tinl(:' in Clilss 0 il irspa . Pil ots should avo id 
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Circling on or c lose to the run way extended 
centre lines, since this may well in t rfere 
with departing or arri ving traffic. 

3. Keep the controller informed if, for any 
reason, such as ma ss ive sink, you have to 
chang your planned cou rse. 

4. Good lookout is vital at all times, and 
glider pilots should be prepared to initiate 
avoiding action notwithstanding their ri ght of 
way priority. Gliders are not always visible 
on rilclar. 

5. Comretition tasks should NOT be set 
through Class 0 airspace. Where a task leg 
has to be set close to Class 0 airspace the 
ATC unit should be informed. When poss i­
b le, control pOint(s) should be establish d, 
tu help f'nsure that gliders remJin out side 
the air·sp;]ce. 

Class E Airspace 
The Belfast Tlv\A and parts of the Scotti sh 
TMA are notified as Class E and permit 
illl aircraft (including gliders) to fly in this 
area without AT clCilrJnce subject to 
maintaining VMC. 

Class F Airspace 
An Advi sory Route (ADR) is il route used by 
airline type tra ffic without th e full protection 

(map courtesy of the Civil Aviation Authonty) 

of an airwily. Although deri cted ni l' as <l 

cen treline on UK aeroniluli ca l Chilrts it· is 
nom inall y I Onm wide. Gliders Illay cross 
Class F ilirspacc w ithout restri ction but 
ca ution should be exercised. 

Class G Airspace J 

This is the term given to the "open" FIR 
(Flight In formation Region), which is the 
uncontrolled airspace not subject to any of 
the previous classifi ca ti ons. Within Class G 
Jirspace th ere are va ri ous non-ICAO types of 
airspa e, which are described below. 
Within Clilss F and G ilirspace aircraft are 
separa ted on a purel y ee and be <;e n con ­
ccpt. If requested, a fl ight in format ion serv­
ice (F IS) may be provided by c ivil and mili­
tary ATC units. Most sma ll li ght aircra ft talk 
to whoever will li st n as they fl y around the 
country. 

Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC) 
VMC conditions for Class 0, E and in the 
open FIR below FL 100 are: th at an aircra ft 
shall remain 1 ,000ft verti ca lly, and I ,500 
metres hori zontJll y from cloud in J flight 
visibility of Skm. Be low 3,0001t AMSL an 
aircraft shall remain ('I °il r of (loud in a fli ght 
visibility of Skm and in 5igh t of th e grou nd. 
Additionall y when fl ying in the Open FIR 
below 3,000£t and below140kt ilight is per­
mitted in fli ght visib iliti es of 1,500 metres. >­
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AIRSPACE UPDATE 

;... 	 Local agreements 
f\ number of loca l dgrf!ements exist, which 
modify the effects of 'ome of the Jirspace 
li sted above. Len rs of Agreement (LoA) 
between J gliding club and a nearby ai rport 
ca n make airspJce either more or Ie s 
restricti ve than descr ibed above, dependi ng 
on circumstances. These arrangements ar 
too numerous to list in full. 

Cl ubs th at h;we LoAs must encourage their 
pi lots to make use uf the J reements. Th s' 
Jgree ments take up <l l'lI"g amount of timE' 
and effort to achieve and if ATC authorities 
can see that th ey arc not being used then we 
shall lose them. Use it or lose it l 

_op ies of LoAs should be ava il ablp frolll 
your club. 

Aerodrome Traffic Zone (ATZ) 
A glid r pilot wishing to entpr an ATZ must 
first call the airfield on th e notified rad ic) 
frequency. An ATZ is on ly aLtiv during the 
notified hours of operati on of th e airfield. 
A few ATZs mill' be ac tive only at weekends 
and Bank Holicl i1 Ys. tvtany military airfi plds 
an:' notified as permanentl y i1 tive though ill 
rea l i ty this is not thee, se . Non th less the 
ATZ must be regarded as acliv at all times. 
At an Jirfield w ith an Air Traffi c ontrol 
(ATq unit, th at unit is abl e to give or refuse 
permi ss ion ior any airerait to l'nter the /\TZ 
and to give cl earances to take-off or land. 
At .ln airfield with ,I n Aerodrome Flight 
Iniormation Servi ce (AFIS) or Air/G round 
(N C) servi 'e, that unit i, ab le only to pass 
informati on from whi ch a pil ot Illay judge 
whether or not it is ;,1 fe to enter th e ATZ 
or to tJ k('-o(f or land; in o ther word s, the 
unit annot issue clea rances or w ithhold 
permiss ion. 

The (ollowi ng cJ tegori es of airfi eld are 
protected by an ATZ: Government aero­
dromes and li cen sed aerodromes with one 
of th e above typ S of service. 

The ATZ comprises th , airspace extending 
from ground lev I to 2,0001t above the level 
of the .lerod rom and wilhin J rJd iu of 
2 or 2.Snm of th e centre of the aerodrome, 
depending on th e length oi the mJin run­
way. 

At Jirfi Ids w ithout ATZs, including most 
gliding ites, rpgJrdless of how busy they 
ar , J itinera nt airuJ(t may I gaily penetrtlt 
the airspilce near nd 0 1' r th airiield, 
provided that the pilot conforms to th traffic 
pattern or ke ps clear of th e ci rcui r airspace, 
and ohserves the norma l rul es of good 
airmanship to avo id confli ·ting w ith other 
aircraft. 

For landing at airfields with or w ithout 
AILs, it . hould be noteclthat illanv are li sted 
in the UK Air Pilo t as " PPR", "PPR' Lo non ­
ra dio ai rcraft" or even "not ava ilable to nun­
radio .li reraft ". PPR (P rior Permission 
Required) means th.lt IJnding permi sion 
must be obtain d in adva nce of th e fli ght, 
for example, by telephone. Allmililary 
airfiplds are effectively fJPR and will not 
permit land ing ' by civil air -raft except 
wher th ey have b en pre-arranged, or in 
an emergency. 

Military Aerodrome Traffic Zones 
The rul es applicable to the penetril ti on of a 
ly\ATZ are not mdnd,l tory for -ivil .lircraft 
and th e sa lTle applies to the LJkenheJth 
Mi I itary Control Zone. However, radio con­
tact is Jdvisecl and inside every MATZ there 
is an ATZ, the rules of which must be 
obs rv d. 

A sfan d<l rd t'v\ATZ compri ses the airspace 
within a .5l1m radius o t' the centre of the 
airfield ex tending from the suriJce to 3, 000(( 
ahove airfield elevation. 

In addition, projec ting , tubs .5 nm long Jil(l 
4nlll wiele extending from 1 ,000ft to .lOOOft 
,lbove airfi eld elev.ltion are 'l ligned w ith thl' 
.lppro.lch to the Illain runw,lY at one or both 
ends. Some MATZ may lack stubs lJI' form 
pct rt of a coml)ineci MATZ (CMATZ) 

Prohibited and Restricted Areas 
/\ Prohibited Area (P-pr fix) is prohibited to 
all .lireraft, whereas .l Restri ct cI Area 
(R-preiix) permi ts limited ac -eS5 by aircraft 
under defined circulllstilil ceS, for eXJmple, 
landing ,11 ,1 nearby airfield. These areas 
include atom ic. energy establi shments, 
security areas in Northern Ircl<md and 
sensitive Illilitary install,ltiun . Must 
Restricted reas shou ld be cons idered as 
prohihited to gliders but the following arc 
except ions: 

Th e Restri ctC'd Airspace establi shecl 
.lround high security prisons is applicJble 
onl y to helicopters and RlOS at Highgrove 
House, Glnucestershire, appli es only to 
helie pt rs dnd mi croli ghts. 

R313 .l t campton exi st for the purpose 
of protect ing the Red i\rrows' displdy 
training. The area is a cird e of j nm radius 
exten ling to 9,.500ft am51 .lnd a -t ive only 
during -cdmpton's norm.l l operating hours, 
which are weekdJYs Jnd JS notified by 
NOTAM. During these times, a glicler may 
enter th e are<l by permission of AT 
Waddi ngton. 

Temporary Restricted Airspace 
MilJor air disp lays such as F.lrnborough or 
the InternJtional Air Tatto (lAT) displJy at 
Fairlord (He prote ted by Temporary 
Res tri cted Airspa c (TRA). 

This year the IAT is again at RAF Fairford 
on July I 7-18, 2004. Be aware that Friday 
16 and Monday 19, when the aircrafL arrive 
and dep.lrt, are almost il S busy as the show. 
Farnborough Air Show i" from 19-25 July 
2004 . 
Loca l gliding lubs usually neguti.lte lilllited 
acc rout to and from their sites to 
enable non-radio gl iders to continue 
operating but a glider equipped with suit ­
abl radi o may fly in th areJ if it contac ts 
th ATC un it designat d by th e NOTAM as 
the control I i ng author ity. 
Other types ofTemporary Restri ct d Airspace 
are ffectively closed [0 Jliclers. Th y, r 
estab lished to protect Red Arrows disp lay 
throughout the country, plus major f1 ypast 
formations, over ev nts of politi al signifi ­
cance and over the sites of major di sas ters. 
The duration and extent . f the restri ction 

Cd n h quit short end wi II be publ ishecl 1) 1' 
OTAM. 

Royal Flights (Purple Airspace) 
At certain times AirSll<l Ce to protect Royal 
Fli ghts in fixed w ing aireraft is st'lblished. 
Thi s ai rspace is now referred to JS 
Teillpor.lry Cla ss A airspace. 

Detai Is are avai IJble by using th e 
Freephone service 0500 354802 or from 
AIS (military) 01 895 42 6153 . NOTAM 
information of this airspace may be ava ilab l 
should the fli ght be pia nil d in advance. 
The AIS website (wwwais. orij .lIk) will Il .lVe 
thi s informati on. 

NOTAMs covering Roy ~ 1 heli copter fli ghts 
have ce.lsed. Th ese flights are not protected 
by Tempor,lry Jass A airspace. 

Clubs should telephone dail y in order to 
obtJ i n i niorlll,ltion on Royal FI ights. GI id rs 
are not permitted to fl y within Temporary 
Class A Airspace, even by contacting ATe. 

NOTAMs 
TIl NOTAM sys tem has changed over th e 
last few year~ . EssentiJI fli ght planning 
information is obtainable from several 
different sources. 

UK Air Pilol AIRAC Suppl ements Jre th e 
form.ll method of notifying perm anent 
changes to <l ir pace but ca n only be 
obtained .lS part of < sui r iption to th e 
entire Air Pi/ol. Th Air Pilot is now ava ilabl e 
on CD and is upd.ltecl every month . 

fjy far the best way to obt::l in all the up-to­
date informclt ion is from th e AIS website 
(www.a is. org llk). 

Danger Areas 
The UK is covered with Danger Areas of 
many types, shapes ancl sizes . Th ey ,l re 
activ part-time, permanentl y or when 
noti ri ed by NOTAM. Full details w ill b 
found in the UK A ir Pilo t, RAC Sec tion . 
The chart ot' UK Airspace Re trictions is 
also usefu I. J 

The UK Air Pilol I ist on ly th type of 
ac ti vity most likely to be encountered, but 
in practi ce v,l rious haza rds mav be encolln ­
tered wh ~ n manoeuvring outside the COn ­

fines of tip Da nger Area esp ci, Il y if it i a 
Weapons Rang Danger Area. 

M <l ny Dang r /\reas contain Jreas over 
vvhi c.h flioht is prohibited at times within the 
peri od of activit y oi thE' Da nger Ar a by 
r <son o f bye- laws mJcI , under the Military 
Lands Act 1892 and JssociJted legis lation. 

It is zdso worth noting that the UK A ir Pil o t 
does not list Danger Areas with upper limits 
.500ft or Ipss abo e the local surface, to 
which prohibit ing bye-laws may also apply. 

With these exception s, flight through a 
D.lllger Area is not prohibit d, but may be 
foolhardy. 

For rta in Danger Areas, a anger Area 
Crossin Servi ce, Illostnotably for Sa lisbury 
PIJin, is ava il ble, ca ll Sali sbury Plain 
Control on 122 .7.5Mhz. A Danger Area 
A tivity Servi ce is ava ilable in other CJses: 
thi s should be: vi ewed a a means of 
establishing the state of .lctivity of il Da nger 
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AreJ Jt J pJrticular time, not as a clearance 
to cross it. 

A convenient summary u f these twu 
services and the ATC units to cuntJct is 
printed at th e foot of the 1: 500000 series 
Cf\A chJrts. 

PMticulcH care shou ld be tJken to avoid 
Weston on th e Green (D12<))' which is used 
extensively for military parJtroops training. 
Brize Radar (on 134.3) will con firlll activity 
stJtus. 

Parachuting 
There are many sites Jround the Coulltry and 
J few oper,lte every day Jnd are extremely 
Ilu,y. The list of pdrdchuIE' si tp and tlIP 
appropri ate con tdct ATSU/A for transit 
infl)rrn;ll ion i, on the maps. 

The airspace is con tai ned in a circle radius 
1.5 or 2nm from the centre of the drop zone 
up to a Illaximum of FU SO. 

YOLI will NOT see a li'ee fall parachutist in 
lime to take avoiding action. 

The SGA website's A irspace section has a 
link show ing all parachute sites Jnd radio 
frequ enci 

NOTE: This li ,t Jdds another 0.5nm to th e 
radius of drop zones. Thi is for pilots flying 
with Illovin g map di sp lay t I' ce iv a warn­
ing when within O.5nlll of drop zOne. 

High Intensity Radio Transmission 
Areas 
These contJ in powerful rad io emissions, 
w hich Illay cause interference w ith ,lider 
rad ios, electriC variometers, electrnni 
barographs and loggers. In pJrticular 
Fylingdales is so powerful thJt prolonged 
xpo ur IllJ)' be injurious to hea lth . 

Areas of Intense Aerial Activity 
;\n AIf\A is ai rspace not otherwise prote ted 
by regulated Jirspace but where th e activity 
of c.ivil ancl/or Illilitary flying is t'xceptiona ll y 
high or within which air r,lft regularly 
participate in LHlLlsu il l manoeuvres. 

Cliders may pcnl'lrate these areJS but in 
view of the hazards, J sharp lookout is 
es,ential. 

Military Low Flying System 
Low flying by high performance military 
aircrJit tdk 'S pldce in most parts of the 
UK Lip to 2,000it agl, with the great'est 
concentriltion iJetween 250ft and SOOil. A 
chart i<; available rienoting the system (UK 
Air Pilot, RAC Section). 

Ivlost gliding sites are no tiiied to th e 
Ministry oi Defence, w hich affords them the 
status of a Military Avoidance Zone, usually 
with a rJdiLis of 1.5nlll. 

Radar Advisory Service Area 
A RASA is an nrea oi .lirspace in which a 
pilot m.lY, if he/she so chooses, avail 
him/herself of the services of ,1 r,lciar unit. 

There is nu requirement tu du so, and a 
glider pilot should not dssume thJt o ther 
aircraft are being separclteri from him, nor 
even that th e radJr unit is aware of the 
glider's presence. 
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The Airprox system 
An Jirprox IllJY be fil ed by J pilot w ho 
considers hi s fli ght to hJve ueen ~nda ngerecl 
hI' the proximity of Jnother aircrJ(t. 

All airproxes arc investig.lted hI' the 
UniLed Kingdom Airprox BOJrd, whose 
deliberJt ions are confidentiJI so as to 
preserve anonym ity. The purpose of .1 UKAB 
investigation is to detl' rmine what lesso ns 
Cdn be le.Hnt, not to t,lke punitive action. 

Prompt airprox reporting is v ital if the 
other aircraft is to be trJced. If in r'J dio 
contact with <In ATC unit report to them ilt 
once, or if this is not possib le, telephone 
soon .liter IJnd ing. Ca ll f\IS (Mill at LATCC 
INest Dr,lytun on 0 1895 426133, w ho w i II 
start tr.l ci ng ,I(tion at once and inform the 
UKAB. Follow this up w ith a wr itten repo rt 
on form CA 1094 to the UKAL) w ithin seven 
days. Always usc G/\l1T (UTC is the same) in 
reports. Every club has been issued w ith this 
form. 

UKAB ca n be contacted in work ing hours 
on OlEl,)) 815125 or fax on (JIWJS 8 1S124. 
Their address is: 

Th e Direc tor, 
U KAFI. 
Hillingdun I-louse, 
Uxhridge, 
M i dell esE'X, 
UI~ I 0 ORU. 
If filing an Airprox or if you suspell one 

may be filed Jgainst you then plei1se ,1150 
contJct the following BGA contacts: Bruce 
Cooper brucc.cooper68 ({Pvirgin.net or CJrr 
\IVith,lll 01442 862S77. If cJ rry ing a logger 
please keep the trace. The use of traces may 
\-vell provide evidence Jgainst exaggera ted 
claims. 

Use of radio 
A gli der p il o t possessing .1 raelio op'rator's 
li cence (I-I./T Licence) is entit leclto use all 
th e ava ilabl e aeronautical frequencies of J 
760-channel radio. This permits seek ing 
access to thE' following types of ,lirspace that 
may be otherwise closed to gliders: th e new 
Class [1 airspace .1I'eas, Jny Class D airspaCl' 
dnd Aerod rome Tr,lfiic Zones, Jncl some 
types of permanent and Temporary 
I-I.estricted Airspace dnd some Danger Are,lS. 

Radio ca nnot be used to requcst entry 
cleiHJncC into Cla ss A JirspJce (except by 
spec i:l l .mangement). 

All c lubs have a copy of w here Jnd w ith 
w hom one CJn tJkc the R/T liG'net' tcst. The 
li cence will be v,llid for ten yea rs. 

Future airspace concerns 
As mentioned eJ rii er, the next IllJjor change 
is the redesign of much of the contro lled 
airspace to the west of London and 
BirminghJm. These chJnges are due to take 
place in March 2006. 

Bristol and Ca rdiff are reques ting m(lre 
controlled airspJll' and an ex tension to the 
<l irw,l)' parall e l to A2 5 OVN \;\fal es is 
planned. The bClse oi Airwi1y ;\25 is to be 
rais~'d. All the clubs (lifected arlO active ly 
invo lvecl. 

East Midlands Jirport's pruposed expJns io n 

to the Class D Jirspace has heen de layed 
until the end of this yeJr. 

Edinburgh plans to change most of their 
local ai rspace from Class E, no rad io, to 
Class D. tVleetings with Ed inhurgh ATC have 
been very construct ive ilnd fr·ienclly. 

Maps 
Thert' is Illuch usefu l inforlllJt ion at the 
bottom and side of CAA chJrts that CJn 
greatly ass ist on cross-counLry flights: for 
example, ATZ frequencies, parJchute site 
contact frequencies, DJnger Area act iv ity 
and so on. 

With ever incrc<lsing numbers of gliders 
and light aircraft fl y ing around it is essentia l 
to use every bit of Jirspace possible . This 
ca n only he achieved if the correct frt'quc'n­
cy is imIllediately to hand whe'n you w ish to 
inform Jirfields that you are likely to Il l' over 
or through their I.one. 

The new Southern UK half-million Eclition 
3D is clue out on Apri l 1'i, 2(J04. The new 
Northern UK Edition 27 is duc~ out on MJY 
13, 2004. 

Set' the SGA website (www.glirling.co.Llk 
Airspace, Charh) ur till' advert on PJge b of 
this S&G for.l compl ete li sting. 

Airspace infringements 
If due to the difficulty of trying to stay ai r­
borne one drifts into con tro lled airspace 
then PLEASE Celli the ATC unit and apu logise 
giv ing your good reason for the intrusion. 
They DO NOT CAI-I.E if you do not hJve In 
RIT licence but they DO CAI-I.E if the J ir­
sPJce that is in their cuntrol is infringed. 
With th e requirement to obtain an RIT 
li cence to il l' w ithin lass D airspJce, pilots 
should become mor confident to tJlk to 
o ther ai rfi el ds that they Illily be flying c lU5t' 
by. A brief courtesy ca ll is w elcomed hI' 
most controll 'rs and \·vill reinforce th e 
position that we arc "professionJI" pilots. 

Finally, if you're lost,.. 
I-I.emember if YOLI are truly los t Jnd worried 
Jhout infringing controlled Jirspace CJ II on 
the distress frequencyI21.S. This service 
ca n very quickly find an Jirc:rJit as long ~lS it 
is about 2-3,000it and South uf Manchester. 

References 
The info rmation in this arti cle is onl y a bri ef 

synop~ i s of the airspace rul es ciS they affect 

glider pilots and is believed to be accUrate 

Jt the tillle of w ritin g. In case of doubt 

authoritJti ve re ferences shou ld he consulted. 

These arc: 

Air NavigJtion Dreier 1989; 

I-I.ult's of the Air RegulJtiuns 199 1; 

UK Air Pilot, IV, . section. 


SGA Laws and Rules, 14th edition, Jun E' 

2003, reflects the curr<o'nt icgislation. 

AbhreviZllions. eTA = Conlrol,l,,,,, . e lR = Cunlrot 
Zone, TI\t\f\ = T('rmin,ll M.:moellvring /\1"<'\1 Uhe lower 

limil of ,1 eTA or TM;I is "n "lIilu",' or flighl kvcl 
above the surf.-I( l': , Wh('f(>;'"l" ,1 CTR l'xlend.... In 

ground level ) 
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MOUNTAINS high are a maJorelement of the soaring 

scenery on RAFGSA expeditions to France and Chile. 

Carl Peters akes hiS camera with him when heJoms 

tllem. and thIS page shows the results 

Abo~: Carl took this shot of an italian glider while he 

was flYing In a Janus near the gliding site of Riell the 

exped was based at Sisteron in Ihe French Alps 

Left.' The imposing scenery over the Aconcagua and 

Colorado River Valleys. seen (rom 12.ooolt. A good 

climb here gives you access to the bigger mountains. 

Below. II all lOOKS considerably more daunting (rom here 

- a Janus gilder. flown by Paul McLean. goes "down 

amongst the rocl<s· to use tile best 11ft close to /he slope 
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ountain ow,valley 
OKAY, at around 700ft AMSL Ifs nol exactly a maunta;n, 

but Dave Bland of the Bristol & Gtou~ lers/lire GC 

recorded Ihese magnificent \rtews across lITe valley 

below hIs home Slto, Nymspfield. at the end of 2003 

Above looking (]V(!r lITe Severn Valley towards Wales 

Top right: the picture (rom Nympsfieki. looking down the 

COlSwold edge towards Bath. tn other weather. /his is 

part of the long ridge used on winter cross-countries 

RIght. /he hilltop club, on the escarpmenl. wilh its line o( 

while trailers visible In (ront of lhe treeline and Ihe fog 

BeloW' back to the mountams. WIth R,chard Bennetts 

Is/esl pIctures (rom tllS regular trips to the Austrian Alps 
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The Black Mountains Gliding Club 
MAKE 2004 YOUR YEAR - COME TO TALGARTH 

Average flight times in excess of 1 hour means you can really get some air time. 
Courses available: 

• 	 ab-initio consolidation training, accelerate your club training. 
• 	 solo to bronze get solo at Talgarth, aerotow training, get your bronze legs, 

and ground school prior to sitting the paper. 
• 	 Advanced hillsoaring courses. 
• Mountain wave flying. 

The club operates 7 days a week from Easter. 

For more delails:- Visit our web site ~~J1!!~~ Email (Preferred) ~ Telephone 01874 711463 

Tasman V1000 Vario 

Instruments 


• No flask - simple to install 2.25" • Digital audio LCD display with average 
• Digital differentiation for precise response • Variable response speed 

• Inbuilt speaker • low power consumption • Voltmeter display 
• Repeat display for two seat installation available 

Special introductory price £315.00 inc. VAT from 

SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD 
0044 (0) 1256 381359 • 0044 (0) 1256 381816 

E-Mail: info@southdownaero.com • www.tasmaninstruments.com.au 

fly the Vale of York 


_ Brilliant site _ Tarmac &grass runways _ No airspace restrictions _ 2 Pawnee tugs _ 2 winches 

I _ 3 x 2 seat training gliders _ 3 x single seat _ 2 motor gliders for faster glider training _ Approved site for 
glider pilot NPPLSLMG _ Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces _ Full time staff 7 day operation 
_ 5 day courses £330 _ fixed price to solo £895 (winch & aero tow) 	 York Gliding 
Rufforth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 www·users.york.ac.ukl- mdcl/ygc.html Centre 
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__ 

FUENTEMILANOS AIRFIELD 

SEASON 2.004 


Where a Ka.6 can do 750 Km.? JUST IN FUENTE!! 
Here you can fly High on the mountains with the safety of the planes!! 


Every 20 miles we have an alternative airfield! 


Professional Staff! 

Gliders for Rent: G-103, G-102, LS .7, ASW1 9 b, DISCU S b, NI M BUS 4DM. Even 


with English Speaker Instructors. 

Daily Briefing with Weather Info, help for beg inners, ... In English. 


Campsites and Bungal'ows on side, Hotels nearby the area and cl ose to 

Segovia (10 miles) Tourist Town. Madrid Airport not far t han 50 miles. 


VISIT OUR WEB PA GE: 
www.fuentemilanos.com for prices and details 


e-mail: Fuentemilanos@fuentemilanos.com;info@fuentemilanos.com 

phone+3492 1426963 • fax: +34921426963 


The EW "D type JJ 

IGC approved flight recorder. 
Just £295 plus VA T and delivery. 
IGC approval for use with the most popular Garmin GPS receivers. 

Comes with DOS software and all you need to connect to your GPS and 

Looking for a Windows software program which can 
upload your EW unit, analyse IGC format files as well 
as task set, upload your Garmin logs and download i 

your TP's to your Garmin? Look no further than the 
tried and tested EWView3 for Windows program. 

Free trial disc set available on our web site. 
Just £ 49.95 inc. VA T & p&p ~ 

Upgrade your existing Model A & B GPS recording 
units to the latest IGC approved FR specs 

£ 75.00 + VAT inc. of servicing and 2 year calibration 
certificate. 

Upgrade + Calibration + EWView3 £95.00+ VAT 

Visit our comprehensive web site 

~@r!N&!To@@D@tr 

computer. Ideal for competitions and badge claims up to Diamond C. 
Incorporates Ihe following features: 24 hours of recorded position and 

height data at a 4 second sample rale , molar and pilol event ports, 
electronic declaration, 9-16 volt external power input and 9 volt internal 

battery giving up to 40 hours stand alone recording time , standard 
electronic barograph with 15Km altitude range and 5m altitude 

resolution, user selectable sample intervals from 1 to 999 seconds, or phone us to get more information 
extremely robust and simple 1 button start up routine . about any EW products. 

EW Avionics, Seymour Barn, Widmere Lane, Marlow SL7 3DF, England. 
. -

E-mail ew@ewuk.co.uk - Phone &Fax 01628 477999 
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Soaring Software for Pocket PCs 
by Chip Garner 

• Moving map • Record unofficiallGC flight log files 
• Flnal glide • Final glide around multiple turnpolnls 
• Reachable airports highlighted • FAI photo sectors displayed 

Cambridge Aero Instruments • Automatic wind calculation • Compatfble with any GPS 
• 302 - VarioISpeed-to-f1yIGPS/Logger • 

285 Stanton 
128 Hayfield 
149 Janesville 
285 Stanton 

Tumpoint Area Task support • Used by top competition pilots 
• 302AICFR - IGC Approved GPSlFlight Recorder • Improved menu navigation • Perfect for new cross-country pilots 
• 303 • Nav. Display for 302l302A with final glide • OptimIzed for in-flight ease-of-use • Free upgrades for 1 year 

• Large "finger sized" buttons • $200 (£120) 

Software for Pocket PCs 


• Glide Navigator II ­
• Flight Analysis 
• VL (Volkslogger) to IGC 

Modular Cable & Power Systems 

Mounts for Pocket PCs and GPSs 

GPSs for Pocket PCs J 

Start GateS 

WP ArrIval RadIUS 

Polar Data 
U",tS 

Map Oriental"," 
D"'I'loy OptIOns 

I'revJ[f\ie.<t JL OK 

www.cumulus-soaring.com·paul@remde.us • 1-952-445-9033 • Minnesota • USA 

September and October 2004 (only): 

Mary-Rose: 01569 730687 


All other enquiries: 

Roy Ferguson-Dalling: 013398 85339 or 


e-mail: deeside@glidingdub.co.uk 


Adventure & Excitement with every flight 
There is no such thing as an ordinary flight at Aboyne; just year-round 
soaring over the most spectacular scenery in the UK. Significant X-country 
flights are possible every month. On-hand is local. expert advice together 
with our enhanced out-landing database, we'll help you get the most out 
of the day. 

For the less experienced we offer individually tailored courses and holiday 
courses at times to suit. 

Launch queues are unknown (outside our 'Visitor' Season) and we have a 
superbly fitted glider fleet available, if you can't bring your own. 

For the non-flying members of your party there is a wealth of activities in 
the area offering adventure & excitement of a more terrestrial nature! 

We look forward to welcoming you to Aboyne in 2004. 

UK Mountain Soaring Championship 5th-11th September 2004 
(The competition with Altitude!) 

ZS JEIOW 


We offer the following services 

Manufacture & sale of approved spare parts for all SZD gliders. 


Inspection of & accident damage repairs to all makes of gliders - in particular major over­

hauls & life span extensions of the SZD-9bis Bocian 1D & E, SZD-36 Cobra, SZD-24C Foka, 

SZD-30 Pirat, SZD-SQ-3 Puchacz and the SZD-S1-1 Junior. 
Cosmetic work. 

We hold the following: BGA No. 1IA/1288, P-03S JAR 21/subsection G and 0-11/JA/2001/ subsection JA. • We issue BGA 
Certificates of Airworthiness. • Our work is fully guaranteed, at highly competitive rates and delivered on time. 
• We are located in Polish Lower Silesia - near the German border at pre-war Grunau (home of the Grunau Baby), with 
easy road access to the factory. 

UK Contact: 
Stan Kochanowski on: +44 (0) 1623648891, Fax: +44 (0) 1623437822, Mobile: 07944 941274 or e-mail stanislaw.kochanowski@ntlworld.com 

Contact in Poland: 
"Jez6w" Glider Works (ZS "Jez6w") - owner, Henryk Mynarski +48 (0)33 812 50 27 or e-mail szd_bielsko@szdjezow.com.pl 
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TaskNAV v2.4 .. from £45 
• 	 V2.4.116 - comprehensive top function gliding software. 

Full product is available by internet download or on CD. It provides 
quality topographic vector mapping (worldwide gliding coverage). The 
CD includes hundreds of racing flight examples by top pilots. 

• 	 Download from web site w\vw.laskna\.com 
Upgrades £39 
Full product £45 

• 	 On CD including post and pack 
Full product £55. 

• 	 TaskNAV is World Championships and World Air Games proven. 
Suitable for all pilots. 

Contact: D.J Robertson 

20 Duffield Lane, Stoke Poges, Bucks SL2 4AB 


Tel: In753-643534 E-mail: Robert5\on D.I@Compusene.Com 
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BGA CLUB ANNUAL STATISTICS - CORRECTED 
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A cs 
( ,Ll DI'-IC; CLUUS AIR CRAFT I\LL NO. or HOU RS KMS ,v' [MBE RSH IP 

lAU!\:UIE I\EROTOWS FL OW!\: flOWN Full Es li mJleu 

N 
if' No,oi No . of 

OJ) 

:; ~ ~ 
c Tl'mporilry FprIlJlc 

0 >.
C v "­ ~ u::: J"'emhers Memllers 

An dreas Gl iding Clu b 1 0 5 0 342 52 69 0 I') 12 () 

Angus Glidinn Cl ub J 1 4 0 537 0 102 0 11 2 0 
Aquila Gliding d ub 3 3 2') 2 13 12 13 12 934 51 76 66 360 3 
Il<lth Wil ls & North Dor5P t Glid ing Cl ub 4 3 30 1 14')() 979 1705 11175 121 230 9 
llidiord Gliding .entre J l 45 0 294l ) 2649 () 0 1\9 604 3 
RIJck MountJills Glidillg Cl ub 2 I 32 1 21 76 21 76 26 11 0 7g 447 .J 

BookE'r Gli ding Cl ub B 9 86 c
. J ')175 9171 0 0 233 1500 34 

Rorticls Glidin g Club 3 2 .14 2 2132 2048 196 1 0 104 65 4 
Bowl<ln d Forest Glidi ng Club 3 4 30 0 5409 0 2126 0 141 387 13 
Br i. tol & Gloucestersh ire Gliding Cl ub 4 4 67 2 4893 1813 3587 0 20r, 475 17 
Bu ckrn inster Gliding Clul) 3 2 22 1 330'1 2007 182Y 4010 74 24 1 ) 

il urn Gli ding Cl ub 5 J 
.J 31 1 56GB 14 74 nOy 9200 121 57 1 7 

CJi rngonn Gl iding Club :1 0 11 1 998 880 929 600 36 79 3 
Clmbridge Gli din g Club 4 5 61\ 2 IOO!)O 2742 6B OO nlOOO 239 1629 17 
CJ rl tOIl Il;loor Gl iding Club I 1 () () 458 0 70 () 9 43 0 
ChJnnel Gliding Club 2002 2 1 6 0 1en 0 21 7 0 4 1 249 3 
Ca nn el G lidin ~ Cl ub 2 () 7 0 0 () 0 0 4 0 0 
Corn ish Gl iding Club 2 2 6 1 92fl 738 3G3 () 36 261 1 
ColslI'old Gl iding Club 4 4 47 0 836 6 219 '! 164 0 177 666 10 
Crow il Services 1 2 4 0 11 6 100 39 0 14 () 2 
Dartmoo r Gliding Soc iety 2 2 11 () 23 11 0 fi1 6 850 58 151 6 
DeesidE' Glidillg Cl ub 3 J 1(, 2 .'l,)S8 3958 4452 63370 84 47 1 12 
Dcnb igh Gl iding Cen lre .I 1 15 () 3790 150 1650 3500 50 % 4 

Derbv (., Lanes Gl iding Club 4 3 41 0 5775 0 2545 550() 167 56~ 7 
Devon & SOlllerset Glid ing Club 4 1 4'J. J 1 6271 532 2317 880G 186 3(,1 22 
Dorse t Gli ding Club 2 2 12 1 1583 35 1 JOY 0 38 161 2 
Dukeries Gl iding Cl ull 2 2 11 0 2023 19 344 1500 38 168 4 
DUlll ir ies & Distri ct Glidin g Club 1 1 2 0 366 0 100 200 12 13 0 
East Sussex Glicling Club 4 4 17 1 lS92 935 1387 9A5 4 105 59g 7 

.J
Essex l~ Su iiolk 4 3 21 0 5055 15 2163 30225 11 5 275 7 
Essex Gliding Club 4 3 26 1 2782 G70 10% 0 94 335 5 
fkrefordsh ire Gl iding Club 1 1 8 1 685 685 510 0 23 75 1 
Highl alld Gliding Cl ub 1 1 15 0 1898 743 352 0 44 101 5 
Irnperial College e liding Club 1 2 0 0 506 U S 199 0 rJ 2l 3 
Kent Glid in g rlub 4 0

.J 36 1 I :' 702 1 1280 2200 0 173 787 18 
Lak ' Gli ding Club 2 I 11 I 671 661 384 0 34 47 1 
l. sham Gl iding Suciety II 0 150 S 2.~OO() 10000 0 0 ~ 5 2186 2Y 
Li ncolnshire Gliding Clu b 3 1 7 0 2259 0 377 1987 50 121 3 
Londoll Gliding Club 7 5 127 4 17889 892 7 7128 278000 2(,2 205 4 12 
Mendip Gl idin g Club 4 2 10 1 26<)3 72 708 2500 71 274 -1 

Micl lJnd Gliding Club 4 4 3') 1 %83 615 472 6 16437 178 50 1 g 

Needwood Forest Gliding Cl ub 3 2 9 0 2629 0 74 1 0 52 2.') 5 (, 

Nene VJ lle ' Gliding Clu b :3 2 Hl 0 3259 10 1006 2499 61 202 () 

Ne\Vark & 1\10 11 5 Glidi ng Club 
, 4 10 0 373 4 84 929 2780 65 319 6J 

Noriolk Gli ding Club 3 3 49 2 4277 2404 2295 71000 127 326 8 
North Devon e li ding Clu b 2 () 8 0 996 9% () 0 13 270 I 
North Wales Gliding Club 2 2 4 () 1030 0 HiD 0 27 72 0 
North uillbri a Glidin g Club 3 2 12 I 26 14 625 681 ID OO 88 462 5 
Oxiord Glidi ng Cluh 4 4 24 0 4369 0 13 11\ WOO YO 405 12 
Oxiurclsh ire Srortsfl ying lub 0 () 7 0 0 0 14 50 18000 S6 15 'J 

.J 

Pc terborough & Spaldi llg Gliding Cl ub I 2 33 2 2236 2236 16il , 0 67 448 8 
Ralliesden Gliding Club 3 2 2 0 3214 54 1 1276 4.')00 83 352 13 
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OCTOBER 1, 2002 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2003 


GLIDING CLUIl . AIRCRMT 1\L1 NO. OF HOU RS KMS MElvlBERS lllP 
LI\ UNnl[S NROTClWS FLOW!': FL OWN Full ESlirn<lIed 

~. :: Nu. of f\:o. of 
N :;.C 

8 
.D v . '" Tf'OlpOrJry Ferndle
:J C cr. ">. 
U c... ~ ii: '''\('miJers Members 

Sackville Glidi ng Club 1 3 8 0 250 225 245 0 15 13 1 

Scolli sh Gliding Union 4 4 52 1 9787 1076 5060 0 1(,3 618 13 

Sh,l lbournc Soa ring Sociel), 1 
, 

30 0 4251 S!l 1358 7000 84 374 9., 
Shcninglon Gliding Club J 4 4 1 0 ~J2(n 879 2200 0 174 450 19 

Shropshire Soaring Group () 0 8 1 195 19 297 2600 17 0 I 

Soulh Wa les Gliding Club 2 4 31 1 19U5 888 162 5 1GOOO 7!l 211 4 

South lown Glicling lub 3 3 54 3 4(,80 :l%b 3618 43386 17(, (,B 1 20 
S t aik)rd~hir • Gliding Club 3 4 20 0 3768 7313 1503 BOOO 108 272 10 

Stratford OI1 I\von Gliding Club 4 3 27 0 6473 0 2280 24945 114 619 13 

Slrathclyele Gli el ing Club 1 1 6 0 ~20 0 21 0 11 2!l 0 

Surrey < Han ,lielin ' Club 0 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 112 G 5 

Su rrey Hills lieling Club 4 1 3 0 4929 0 665 0 !l5 487 4 

The Motor Glider nlre 0 0 0 0 0 0 205 2000 1H 0 1 

The Soarin entre b 6 97 3 10913 6870 6194 J5 1S(, 307 1214 22 

Trent Valley Gliding lub J 2 19 1 3055 712 1439 () 66 129 4 

Ulster Gliding Cl ub 3 2 17 2 165 7 1600 1060 800 65 218 .5 

Upwa rd Bound Trust Gl iding Club 2 1 5 0 1456 0 427 177 2.l 30 3 

VJ le oi 'eJth Gliding Club 2 1 3 1 185 169 137 0 17 6 1 

Vale oi Wh ite Horse Gliding Club 2 2 10 1 11 55 975 839 7650 45 126 3 

Vee!i Gliding lub 2 1 (, 1 706 706 242 0 33 82 4 

Weilan d Gliding Club 3 4 20 0 238D 3 6 952 7332 59 3 7 

I'Vo lds Gliclin ' (lui> 4 2 41 ~ 872 4 1355 3248 4- 60 184 1050 5 

York Gliding entre 5 3 28 2 5138 3615 2003 10000 188 1059 12 

Yorkshire Gl iding Club 5 5 48 1 1239 386 1 4479 112582 184 GIS 9 

SECTION TOTALS 216 191 1930 66 286603 93252 11421 6 1064057 73 17 28726 540 

CLUB TYPE: SERVICE 

Anglia Gliding Club 3 3 1 0 22 04 3 505 1540 51 0 0 

l3 annerel own Gliding Club 4 3 1<) 0 51 12 37 2150 685 6 89 .J 318 10 

Chil lcms Gli ding Cluh 2 3 14 () 4607 17 1612 6033 97 369 0 

Cleve lands Gliding Club 2 3 11 2 1530 916 1100 12000 52 40 4 

Crall\~le ll ,Iiding Club 1 3 15 1 383il 389 1461 7515 58 287 a 
Crusaders Gliding -Iu b 1 1 0 :UJOJ 10 366 0 36 1 3 

Fenland Gliding Club 2 2 4 () 164 1 6 532 350[) 28 167 1 

Four Counties Gli ding Club 3 3 10 1 3B94 524 1840 28.301 4' 13 2 

Ful lllM ,lieli ng Club 2 1 2 I 271 183 139 540 16 27 4 

Heron Gliding Club 1 2 S () 1341 1'l 3% 0 30 50 4 

Keslrel Clirling Clu ll 2 2 5 0 l.Hl 1 0 457 9%5 24 108 0 

IJortsmouth Nava l elid in g Club CJ ) 18 3 CJ321 2088 1440 1725(, 208 661 9 

RAF GSA Centre l3i cester 5 5 31 J 11 534 4870 7335 103000 106 44R 10 

Seah,JlVk Gliciing Club .1 j 4 1 1932 1210 41') 300 46 233 3 

Wrekin Gliding (ilib :l 4 6 1 2604 73 1 864 5500 82 0 b 

Wyvcrn Gliding Club 3 3 7 0 6753 111 1789 ':)943 59 108 3 

SECTION TOTALS 40 4(l 153 11 ';7567 11 128 22407 212270 1024 2332 67 

CIVILIAN CLUB TOTAL 226 191 1930 ()6 286603 9325 2 11 4216 1064057 73 17 28726 540 

GRAND TOTAL 274 237 20S1 79 344170 104380 136623 12763 27 8341 31558 607 
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Club focus 


Above: the historic London GC site at Dunstable, Beds 
Opposite: on approach , the bowl in the background 
Below: a Prufling launching in the club 's early days 

T
HE British Gliding Association was formed 
in December 1929 at a lunch held in L ondon, 
and at the same lunch a group of 37 London­

based enthusiasts decided to form a club in the 
London area. The London Gliding Club was officially 
inaugurated in February 1930 and the annual fee for 
membershi'p was set at one guinea. One member, 
" Doc" Slater (in his time, editor of The Sailplane and 
Glider and S&G), thought it would be a good idea to 
go to Germany, from where epic flights were being 
reported , and learn how to do it and how to teach it. 
Then the search for a suitable site began. 

Westerham and Guildford were tried out, and 
then a "permanent" site was found near Tring. With 
a road running up a dry valley, and with steep north­
east and south-west slopes, it was seen as ideal. 
Ivinghoe Beacon became the focal point of many of 
the founders of British aviation, enthralled by the 
pioneering spirit on show (some flights lasting 
more than 10 seconds!). However, the National 
Trust, whose land it was, were not amused by so 
many visitors " spoiling the peaceful enjoyment of 
the public" - we were moved off , We quickly found 
our present stunning location, half a mile south of 
Dunstable. With its ridge facing the prevailing 
winds running the length of the site and beyond 
(providing bungee launches and sustained flight) 
and with its undulating field (ideal for the early 
training of the ab initio) it was perfect . It is ironic 
that these aspects of the site that made it so 
appealing then are now seen as a challenge to 
those who have been bought up on large flat sites. 

It wasn',t too long before pilots found they could 
climb within thermals using S-turns (to avoid being 
blown back over the hill) and, at height, circle in 
them . And then in 1939 came Geoffrey 
Stephenson's headline-making winch-launched 
soaring flight from Dunstable to Boulogne. This 
was a fantastic achievement, and deserves far more 
recognit'ion in the world of aviation. The club was 
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used a prisoner of war camp during the war years, 
but recovered well and over the next few years 
became the leading club in the country for produc­
ing great cross-country pilots at world standard. 

Our pilots hold many national and world records. 
Our tradition of being at the centre of cross-country 
flying has been aided by the fact that we are close 
to the centre of the country and not affected by sea 
breeze, that we are on quick-drying chalk, that we 
have local wave effects (and occasional wave from 
the Welsh mountains), and that our training can 
encompass sustained flight on the hill throughout 
the year. More recently, we have taken the lead in 
the training of aerobatics, and have added a club 
Pilatus to the fleet. 

Although a large club, we are very friendly and 
welcome visitors at any time of year. (We don't 
charge reciprocal membership). We have a very 
beautiful clubhouse, a large fleet, and great fun. 

Adrian Hobbs 

At a glance 
Full membership cost : £480 pa 


Launch type and cost : 

Aerotow £2 1.50/2,000It , Winch £6.20 


.J 
Club fleet: K-1 3, K-2 1 (x5) . K-23 (x3) . 


ASW 24 , Duo Discus, Pilatus 84, Super Cub, 

Robin (x3): also FFF motorglider 


Private gliders: 45 


Instructorsfflying members: 85/262 

Types of lift : ridge, wave, therm al 


Accommodation : 

Rooms lor course members. Professional catering 


Operates: every day except Christmas Day 


Contact : Val or Liz on 015826634 19 

www.londonglidingclub.co.uk 

51 " 52.48 N 00° 32.71 W 


Radio frequency: 129.90 


Important information: 

Prior permission required. 


Site is in London Luton CTR (Class D airspace). 

Visiting pilots must be briefed 


or call Luton Approach on 129 55 


Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.londonglidingclub.co.uk
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Vintage and modern gliders enjoy the soaring over AngUs Ge's base at WattJ:sham in East Anglia last summer 

Is what we can offer when it comes to aviation 
insurance. That's because we give you the 
same prompt and personal attention, whether 
you are taking out a policy or making a claim! 

news 

Anglia (Wattisham) 
WE had .1 good 1001 w ith plenty of good sO.lring Jnd 
many ~UCL~~e!.. O ur Skyl1unch winch was converted 
to LP ,bringing abou t J dramat ic reduction in I" unch 
« )~ t. Iro l11 £1 /launch to 2Sp/ ldunch whill' reri u( ing the 
m" jntenance costs dS well. Essex U nivers ity stud nts 
were present throughout {ho Um lllCr and some w ill 
so lo short ly. Qwyn Thol11as finished 27th in the Club 
\las; Nclliona l ~nrl 8th ,11 th > East rn Regiona l, , nd 
Robbo Roberts Glme 18th at the Easterns and 31st at 
the IntE'r-services. O ur growing vimag ·· collection 
includes a T-21, two Skylarks, L-Spatz. 55 and J K-6; 
an exped ition 10 the Vintage Ral lv in Pola nd is being 
planned ior Augu t 200·\. pc ial tho nks to our FI 
Andy 1-lill, who has k pt th club o ing and put In a 
terrifiL amount of work. The d ub is aCLively look ing ior 

new l11emb"r, anti Iler> " lira IiV<' rl1ember;hip iees, 
J good gilder fI t. Y 'ar-round flYl n)', and w inch 
Jnd aerot owing from llile of the largest airfield - in 
East /\ngl ia. 
Michael Powell 

Angus (Drumshade) 
WE had a double lirst In JJI1LI,)[Y: Pcter [)flwni (~ beca me 
the fir,t rn Qmbcr of th e ~ fiili,'led Abert,l), University c..; ­
to go so lo in AnlllJ s. CJ(lt <1nl y th"t, h~ I. " Iso the iir I 
studenl or our n W 1\55 151;) nl. InstruCtor Alex '''\ ai ll~nd to 
go sulo . CnngrJiuloti on tl) IJoth. We derided lo modify 
t h ~ w inch 11\· LUlling the I(my )1.10 nif (. Iil <:r Ih(' lall r's 
ngine f,) il cch; it is now towed by" tractor. We lhJnk 

;Ind s~y goodbye to [vply" "" .mel , long-s dnding mem­
ber and dull >ecr~I.1" for Ih ' 1<1 l four .. '. "s, She d .c id­
ed to retire as secretn ry <lnd move tu lorelgn twarmerl 
cl imes. Good luck w ith your new venlure, Evdyn. w 

confJ(1 numbers and c-m;) il address~ ,are rwailaule ~lI'" 
our website (W\\'\v.,1ngusglidingclu/J,ukf.nCH. 
Wolf Rossmann 

hell avriationinsUiranceI services ltd 

Phone, fax or write to: Stephen Hill 

Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 

Aquila (Hinton in the Hedges) 
WE hJVI' tJken ddvJnldge of poor w inter we,l lher to 
have our faithfu l Pawnee (Omplel Iy refu rbi,hed, our 
Super Cub coming 10 the fore in the meJ ntime; all 
bC'ing well Victor P,l po should 1](' baLk with us looking 
brand new in tim lor ummer sOMi ng. Our SW 19 
has quirM a ne\·v trJi l<=! r, making rigging and retrieves 
more attrdctive. Fina ll y we decided 10 slightl y reduce 
our level of Red Lett 'r 0 , y J tiv it y I(l b >1t >r utili se our 
two-seaters for increasing numbers 01 ab in il ;os. 
Robert Cronk 

Bannerdown (Keevil) 
AT our A .M w(' eel brJI'rI anothN suce siul dnd sofe 
year. Th ' club is fi nan jally \' ry , "und and boaSIS fly ­
ing and ground t!4uipmcnt to be proud oi . The Discus 
look, good Jfier ft'-gell ing in Poland, whil E' th.. LSll has 
enahled AI Stacey In learn the wher aboul of every 
stick and lone on our loca l rielge in recent northerli es . 
Awa rels wew made to Tdz Hock ing, for most progres" 
<In c! to Simon h)ster for overJII ",eril in Inainlainl ng 
cl ub aircraft. The CFI's Trophy went to Keith McPhee 
in [()cogoil ion of a ,"lIge t)f lub a<.l ivjl ies, Jon Arnold " 
':lw;1rd \V~lS ior competition SlIccesses, and our ever­
present Mike Knell was ciL'c.LlJcd Hog 01 thl' Yea r. Edd ie, 
Cole', sk ill , in k eL~J in ~ vex.uiou, ciec tr ic, in order 
ea rned him Ihe John Burn rophy, and the Keevil (Best 
fl ight) up wC'n t to Mega n Montgomery, for n m uch 
sought aher l ive h()ur . . John DJw",n w as Longra tulated 
on hi s 50(J km, alter a lengthy absence from flyi ng. 
Derek Findlay 

Please send news to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or Helen Evans, 7 Ollney Road. Mincninhamplon, 
Stroud GL6 9BX to arrive by April 13 for the June-July 
issue (June 15 for the August-September issue) 

Bath, Wilts & N Dorset (The Park) 
\lVE are very fo rlull ::t l~ in h ~\\Iing ~\f'llon g our mel1lb~r so 

01,· ny wi th the l'xpert i!.ot and li llle I" keep our Jiru Jit 
fl yi ng lhroughout the year. Some have been lucky 
"nough t(l do their work in our npwly· heatpc.J M 1 work­
ShOp l The tug re-covering project is almost finbhed and 
the r>dwn i now r splenclent in new fabri c ,lild pain t 
and shoulel be fl ying by the end of Febru ;lry lhanks to 
Oi k Y>i'hurgh, who has "I mo" lived in th > workshop 
since 'ovember. Our Venture is now iI\, i n~ aga in 
thank> to Ed Gunner and his tea lll aft 'r Its overh u l and 
re.-cover. A lastair MJ Gregor and Mark I lawkins are 
org nising J club expedition to Sutton Bank th b pring. 
Joy Lynch 

RAFGSA Bicester (RAF Bicester) 
LAT news on closure i, that Ri\FGS entrE' and 
J5AT( ,) operations ar mo ing to RAF H,liton to be 
()per~tionJI by June 7, 2004. New club formcu " no 
hop s to leJsc land lrom MoD to continu(' glid ing .11 
the si te - www.wincJru~hers.org ll k· lt ·s been (l long 
and wet winter but the dieha rd have flow n at every 

opportunily; many Ihdnks 10 " II th ' (! who hoi c! put in 
th e diort to fl y/ rnstruct. tt, The maontenan e s " II hut 
cornpl e.LCti ,wd on(o of our Pawnee, (G- IY) is now 
, porting " shiny npw colour >chcmp. The Ox iord Uni is 
pl.lnning " n xped tn The Mynd dnd is hopi ng for sorne 
guod SOJraLJk l"(.lI1dit ion so th,lI new mernb ' rs CJn 
sample ri rlge dnel w"ve fly ing. A big palty is plann,,<i , 
provi sionall y for M ilY 22, to mark the end a RAFGSA 
gliding at BiCI!"ler. A ll weknme, espec ially fJJ t and 
presen t mcmb rs of BiU.>s tcr/RAFGSA. Pleas" cont .1Ct 
Nick Aram at llickthcpD rty#JrJIgsJ. orJj for in fo and to 
regist r interest. Inter-serv in ' reg iondls Jt RAF Cos ford 
Ihi s year vuly J l-Augu,t !i l - allpli <;Rl ion, at 
\1\/'-'\'\>\'. ra(r:sa .org. 

Nick Aram P 


MEMBER 

General Insurance 
STANDARDS (our~Ol 

Unit 1 A, Sycamore Business Park. Copt Hewick, Ripon. Norttl Yorkshire, HG4 50F. 
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Club news 

Les Fletcher (in glider) and Keith Brackstone at Bidford 

;-- Bidford (Bidford) 
CO~CRATULi\TI ONS I() L,,, l'INdlf'r (In I,ping 5('nl 

so lo by Keilh Br,1rkslon" in Ihe PU Ch;lC7 ,Inti 10 AI"n 

Br'''ldhridg~, who ha, achieved hi, DicH110nd Badge, 
lohn Pride hJS his I,\II'I'L conversion , INe have had a 
b lil z ov r Ihf' w inl"r, d e,ming ,md h,mi-wdxing Ih' club 

gliders, led by ITI Fr,mk levnes: Ihe look Jnd il v like 
nl""! Th;)nk y()U to m 'mb rs who gelvt' up Ihelr time 10 
h 'lp, series oi Hr nLe lecturl" h,15 Iwen run by 
Gordon l3urkcrt lor up-and-coming post-solo pi lots, W" 
say fa rE'weI I In aur lull -time ollie m,mager Alan PEceVl'r, 
wha h,,' decided to 'ol liei.) lly' rdirt!, alter" number ()f 
),e,1 " , ser'lice keqJing Ihe club runn ing smoothly, j' li s 
arg,1n i,:,lion,iI ~ kill , <l nd cheerful mOnn...,r will h0 grp,1 11y 

mi ssed, We wil l op n ,evcn da)'s a week Irum Ihl' end 
or March anci our Reg lon,ll, is Irom lune 12-20. 

James Ward 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
TH,\NKS 10 th sieriing piforl' of 51-'w BI,l ckman, we 

now h,we 1\ Wdrm and cosy clubhouse - ~ long WJy 

irom the pr violl nld, wei, l aky cd r;wan ! Despite the 

vE<ry w et lanuMY, th Odd has held up Ke ith Richdrtb is 
throwing JII his diort inlo his new hustn 5 at T<l lgdnh, 
On site mosl weekday, he will provide useful midwt'ck 
h,Kkup for launching and instrucli ng. [Jon f'ullock will 

he employed iull lime irom [tistCf tiS I1l Jnager, inSlruc ­
lur and tug pi lol. lly Ihe end of Decemher, we h,1d 

c lncked up nearly 2r,OO lau nches during 2003 , th e 1)(,5t 

for ,ever;ll yedr" and look iorwilrd to "nothc-r cracking 
year in 2004. We Jr J lways happy to see exped ilions 

(rom ot her clubs tpre-" nking essl'tll iJl i . The Burns 

Suprer wa' the usual success with members tasl ing 
haggis :md fi n" malt whiskl('S, 
Robbi~ Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
THE first tlw rm Jls Wl're sOMed in l;lIe lanuar)' "ncl 
we've h,ld some decenl north -weSlt'r li es On our homC', 

or Chinnur, ridge, Ivto,t of til ' a~t ivil y .11 Ihi, lime o j the 

ye;n i5 in th pl.Jnn ing ~t cl ~W. Th re arc expedi tions to 

Shohdon ;\l1d Serres in Ihe sprlnty and possih ly Jaca In 
SprIPmhf'r; the dinner dlllKC ,1nd AGM ,Hl' imminen t; 
two Rob in lugs <.Ull ,1W:}Y fur ('x lensive refurb ishment 
in France. Th~lt ~hould give U~ fiv0 duh lugs ,\S w(' l1 elS 
n priv.:lt Rohin for th(' ~('c.t"'()I\. Thl' n:.'furh ishl11pnt of our 
second K-I a (E ighlL'('n ) is .1 lso -oming along well. 
A s ul>stimti~ll numbf'r of 111('I11I>('r5 tlr(' due for instru<.Jur 
COllr... cs ill lh(' very Il (~a r futurE'. Our "no ('ntry i('(' '' 

n:.'gional s i... hack ."lg.l in lor Jun l' - i1 11 welcome. 

Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 
SFVERAL Vlav' fli ghLl in QXC"SS oi '12,00(]lt got Ihe New 

Y(Jar off to ;1 Sf Jl stJrt. The Il ~\-V 22-g l ider h<lngar \\1;1', 

offi, ia il y cnmplr teri "t Ih(' c'nd oi December and ""t ' 
hope to hold the offici;l l open ing ,lS pdrt of Ihe IlGA 

alional G liding \IV(·ck. All ownl'r~ hc\v(' (ontr ibut Cld 

slgniiiCJnt amounls of l im to manufacture, insta ll and 
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pa int thl.:. relils, wi nch I wing do ll iP5 .mel s:o on 10 I1lpel 

the comp letion dJle, Many th.1nks ior ,111 their eiforls. 

rach uv.'ner Cdn remove <-l nd rep l<.lce thei r glider \vilh­
oul .1ssisl;-tn "e if requ irC'd. \,Vc have even rn()n.lged to 
squeez{' tht' LAK 11 into the: main h;mgar lO f (hE' w int{'r. 

Uo()kings for \V~lVe weeks are coming in ann wt' will 
host ,1Il (·'x ]ledilion 'rom Ilus 8 o~ . Cungr;l tu l<ltions to 1,111 
Surl ,,), and RichJrrJ ;\bcrcrol1lbic on compl et ing tlronz,,', 

Andy Henderson 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
WE ,\I'Ic t'njoying some fl ving despil' variable w(,alhcr. 

Boh Pell iier is organ ising S.J turday ""ning Icd urcs inr 
piluts preparin ' Or Bronze. O ur third K-13 is being 
pdinled ready to come on lin ' in sprin " INe ,He cnn' id­

ering implementing a 'M,magement PI , n im 
,)ns rvation' in J so j,ll ion wilh th e RSf'IJ , whereby 

til(' airfie ld Me.., could be enh;lI1u,d tn Tedlt' good 

ared, lor wtldlife, ~ pecia ll y 10 b 'n fit the ,lIr'>a ciy pr ­
sent breeding waders such dS lapw ings .mel curlews. 

This plan may hring a ,mall Jnnua l income, but would 

also forge po; il i\'e links wilh Ih 10" I com l11l1nily. For 
informJtion Jboutl he dub, see higc.co,lI k. 
Eileen lillier 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 
THERE has be(!n incre~sed in tere t in proposed six­
.:l iro-aft hangar. Plan have been ivpd from I :> \V 

Zea l, nd , nd co t5 are hei ng generateci, Roger Targell 

has agreed to pay for ;Jnother plan ned n 'W h, ng, r fllr 
Sailp lane Services. A useiul m ti n \'V,1\ held w ith 
Development O ffi cer Roger C()ute ,1hout our grant 

appli cation to rehu ild our cl ubhu use, Suhs Me to r is(~ hI' 
1 . 25'~~J ~111cl tleroLow p r icL'~ eHt' betng revicwcd. Options 
fo r mobile Signs 10 the , Iuh :In<l improvemenls 10 Ihe 

entrance Jrc being explored. Pelymeflh hy d -'hit GHd LHe 

to he inlroducl'd, ChJirman Steve I'''rker 'mel secrel"ry 
Bob W i lliamson w('r" r -'-ele' ,d. t the AG t. Peter Bray 
cunlinu~ 10 (let ;-ts treol) lH"('r. O ur . ummer instructor, 

Gavin W ri ,ley, from ustru lia, arrive just ailer Easter to 
rep lace D, nny GolchwQrl hy, who 1M ICIt, w ith our 

thanks. Studeilt I, m Fnrdhdn1 did his ,'''' hours in tl1<' 
L 4 and landed just hdore the snow stMtcd, .\<tcmlJers 

Me being urged 10 lock ul' if tlw)' ,1ft' the 1",1 In 10dl'(" 
There'$ 51i1 1 time to book to try for some of tlw ('xce lk:nt 

prizes in the Roll'x Western Regione ls, /\ugu st 7-1 5 , 
Bernard Smyth 

Burn (Burn) 
FEBRUi\I(Y 5 brought our ii rs t hour in thei'll"'1s Ihb 
ye:H, Ihe Wdve' pundils h,1r! ,'l reMlv achieved long i li ghls 
but w0 don't Counl the c. \1\112 .I re vl' ry pleJsed W(, .1 fe 

n hard run lVdyS given all l hl' Wl't weJther. The club 

PanlU lVas J sel l out ("Oh ~> it \.V,s") when ri lo!. w"re 
reminded of those naughty moments Ilw)' thought 

ever)'one har! furgoUef] , O ur cia)' in court is hnoked in 
our attempl 10 stay at llurrl, Our new landlord, ,1 

Govl:-~ rnm (~ nt Jgc111 cy, hJS (\t I Q~!st ill( re~I Sl'd the level o j' 
n",£\oliation now Ihdt a court JPfJ li CJti()il has been 
made. II 's quite annoy infl when we cnns<der as l lub 

m<,'m1>ers and \11XPJycrs that w e L\rl' h'lvi ng to IX1)' the 

iJwyers on bOlh si rics of Ihis rl ispute., 

John Stirk 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
WE haven 'l been iJ ,ing ~t Fesh ie because we've returfed 
thl' rum,,,.])' (i t looks S(..l good wp're think ing 01 ta king lip 

gulf!), Carol Osborn~ has m,xh-, the 1'11(,,1 of Ilighl ,md 

GC's kind hospitalily and has pa"cri her llron lC there, 
We'rc' looki ng fOrllwrl 10 MayfDI from May 1- 1(, ­

cont,Kt Chri\ Fio rpnt in i on 01 540 67 .J 23 I for delai ls, 

W" know th .11 it's .1 lung way for people 10 co rne, lJut 
you'l l he .1SSour('r! 01 ~l vcr)' \VJrm w elcome'. 

Ruth Binks 

Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 
IW the lime you re,ld thi s, our brand new K-l l ;hou lri 

b i l in!1, Also on si t ' is a Faulkes Flying Foundalion 

The new 22-glider hangar at Borders GC, Milfield 

RotJX Fa lke, The crl",ill shortly he issuing deta iled 

schpmati cs tll sho how " II th ese ,Iir r" it wi ll (it in the 
h.1ngar, Work conlinues on variou. lmr rav mots: W ' 

have much n1nre (ar parking paw , a Ct1nCretc ramp to 

IdXi Ih lugs up (or refu ' lling Jnd " trernendou> dmounl 
of unSightly junk hi\ gone, \"' , ar aho well on the way 
10 having IVJlerba lidst tanks in Ihe Ir,li ler pa th, Those 
who vo luntel'rro to help, <mel pMticuldri y Ihe I I,lnners 

Jnd or 'anisers, w II done. We hav ' b" nefiled dgai n this 
yea r from winter refresher <.:.()ur~(:"" ~ IS ;1 more productive 

alle rn(lt i v~ to c1nnu I1 1cherk flight.)., .$cv 'rll l new w inch 

drrvers arl' be ing (", iner!, which shou ld reli cve roster 

pressurc', Cra lw ipil is husting an in ter·club It'!aguQ h 'il l 
.II lilt' t'nrl of M.l1' ;\ll d our Reg iona l, Is ,<\ugu t 7- 15 , 

Gavin Deane 

Chilterns (RAF Halton) 
GOOD news to r solo UCL pilot.s - the U L G have 

(th~nks to J grant from the n ion) bought the hilterns 
K·bCR -and no I nger have to vie with db initio. fOr 

th K-2 1, Early February saw the ilrst cross-counlncs oi 

Ih I' at - alb It " iang the Chdterns scarp slop' to the 
soulh-w t.! I. "ome u 'efu l st r !Cti ng allowed one SW 27 
pil ot to cover over 120km One Sundny aiternool'\, th e 

r('.St hav ing to c(.n ten t thc<l1selves w ilh 70-80km ou t and 
rp urn s purdy usi ng the ridge, In late IJnLl;] r), we used 
the J n n u~ 1 Burng Night. 10 wC'11 and lruly chri ·ten our 
tpmporJry b.u/ciuhhous<:'; th,inks mainly 10 Oir.:l (or 

(lrg.1 Il is ing with ~urp!) r l fro m Derek. .. \A/ e look rOr\v lIrd 

to ('ad), Jun p tlnd hav ing Ihe u.Se 01 Our h~lI1gJr agd in -

ShM 'r! w ith our hrt'l hren imm -ll icp,f(-' r. 

Andy Hyslop 

Clevelands (RAF Dishforth) 
\VE had our usual crop ot visilors over out C I])')slm~ls 

Wave C:.\ mj.l, s()rne r.lld and lome new, MOSI oi Ihe"1 

\1' 8 ( rewarded with a fl i hi Or two in Ihe w,wc ~nd 
(-' ven on rLlys it d idn 't W~\VP \\If' hild pll'Il!Y o j pl{, ~l~eHlt 
flying weather. Chm lm.1s I),,)' it,el f wasn't flyable so IV,' 

held Chri ..,tmas din ncr Gdrly. This \-\'elS II tr;1dil ion.:d afi.li r 

expertly prep,l rE'ri by Andi elllS('r ,mel a few lilil" 

Iwlp"". r"pryi>ody "'njoyed the OCt as iun ,1<1d a big 
Ihanks goes to And i for that. (Jur currenl crop oi young­
~Ie r~ h:1Vl' <III C nv{'rt<'d 10 the Di~nJ~ but w(-' lll u51 l ('rll ­

pOfarily ~dy goodb}'(', dnd good luck, to nne or th(,lll, 

Michael Desmond, who has jo ined the Army, Kdrl 
Dagg(~r WPllt ... nlo lu~t t)(~iorc Christm,ls . 

JM 

Cornish (Perranporth) 
"VE h.1V(' snn1(' of the lovclil'st sLcnl'ry in the count ry 

,\Ild d iriend ly club. M,lry IV\t'dglwr, d glid ing gr.lnny I() 
1)(' fl'ckoned with, spokL:-' al ou r .1nnu.:, 1 rl i nnl'r-d~lIlcc. 

It \\'cl~ a good do. Trnph i 'S Ll llu(:c.lled for serv ices In til<-' 

cluh .o r" csp('c id lly nOlable, ") cnngr,1 lulations to lohn 
Dill e! cine! his iipld rHcl int(-'nann' c rl'W, dnd to Hri<ln 
Farrow ior his tirl' les, dforts in m,'intaining the )uper 
FJlke, The Folke h," had a ClUllpl<'l(' s(rip-elow[1 ,mrl 
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overhaul, Ihanh to Flri,l n, DJve Pu lln<;k anci Pc't e 

Arthur, who was in flV -rnl l ('·barge. A fir';l · IJSS job~ 

Thanks 10 lo hn ShJ\v, (lur CFI IJgain ), who h", iilg:l in i 

uutdone his ,lgreed ~ I in t in k('epillg th e club going, 

;)h Ilg wi th hi~ wi(e Shaunne. And d!5n to N igel 

CI,nl pW Il, our neweS I I\ss ist.lnt Instructor, w ho has becn 

thrown in at the (leel) 0nd ;111<1 stay"d .liloat rl'm,lrk,lhl), 

well, w ith good humour. 

Dean Penny 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
TH[ cl uiJ f\G ,\;t elected Tim Ilarnps as chdirmcln. Our 

thanks go 10 Andrew FI('well ing, who ...tood uuvvn from 

Ihe role aill'r thrl'( ' ye,lrS. The c1uiJ wil l cplf'iJrJtc it5 

40th zlll l1 i vc r ~.Jry on Jul y 1, whi ch cu incide:-. w it h the 

Idst wC'E'kend of CumrH'titinn Ent (:'r pr i~e, So get your 

en tr ie, in and enju\, th e pMI)'. Mon' del"i!> I.l tt' r . 

\V,ltlh the websil€>, Our recent dinn('f dance W.I~ ,1 grea t 

'''',"(0), ,: cup-w inne w er ,; iPm-S ilver) Gera ld Rirt , 

(over 50s) Simon Buckley, (junior) Alislai r Harrison, 

(helghl ga in) lane Rand le, (best ) OOkm tr idn~ l e) Rob 

Corbin, lcros,-counlryl Doug Cardn r, (t\l'O-S ater) Cary 

Fryer and M ike Ol iv r Jnd best comretilinn placi nll was 
the Duo Discus syndicate. O ur new Skylauneh arriv 

in Mdrch. Gap -year stud nl Sa lly Longslaff h,. u ed Ih" 

power ni her r en 10 secure a Skylark ? 
Frank Birlison 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
AS wi th most dubs, w inter has seE'n J lot of gli der 

n aintenan e and lalk of deeds pa~t. Th" cl ub ha. four 

nt!w Bls in Chris Fran!.:lin, TIm Davies, l>eter Kingwill 

and Gareth Baker. We have managed 10 gct Ihrough .I 

numher of annua l ell ks inr solo p ilols Jnd the CFI has 

pOinted OUI' the manv simpl ' iJul essenti al rou tin on 

the gro und 10 p reserve our kil ,md our " IC ly. 
Paul Skiera 

Dartmoor Gliding Society (Brentor) 
W EATHER, ho l idays, estiv ities, anu in som cas s 
I usp ct Sil O have restric ted fl y ing but there have been 

enough good uays for the Prl thu iaSls 10 keep currp nt. 

Wurk has <. n tinued as uSlJal nn Ihe SIIC and qu ipmenl 

duri ng thIS qu ieler p rind, Chris M atten, our fundrai ser, 

reporls lhat nur vou her> , r , I li ng \\'1'11 ,md he I 

hop ing to increa se incnlllc .1nc! rccru itrnc.l'l t hy mQre 

living w ith v isit inH evening groups. II i' hoped " b o 10 

encourage p~rl i ipation by " 10 , I sr erial school. I'I "n, 

ar~ hei ng laid io r an 'ci ting 2 1st unn ivers"rv 

celebra l ion o f the c1ub 's li rst fli ght on lui\' 24 ,1'183 . Our 

Field Treasu rer is exci ted by th in<la ll,. li on (If hI, new 

softw" re, There is D "umour that II wil l have Ihe capacily 
Irl IrceLe the personal bank <rccount. , nd ground the 

gliders of members going inlo Ihp red \l'i lh Ih ' cluh. 

Phil Brett 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
I~ lanuary we hJd a number oi good wa\le days and 

(' ",,,-collnl ry fli ghl5, OIl(' in ~x ('ps~ fl i 200km! Bronze 

Hare and tortoise at Dartmoor: Gavin Short (righ t) got 

Silver in just over a year; Marlin Cropper after 32 years 


Ap rrl - May 2004 

Dorset GC celebrated the Centenary of Flight by flying on a sunny December 17 with blue skies (Colin Weyman) 

leClures have continlled thruughuut l he w inler, thank , 

10 Graha m Holloway and th is should result in a crop of 

new Bronze pilots ior the pring. Congratu lallons 10 

Sieve Thompson on achiev ing his Fu ll rating. The club 

celebrates ils 40th ann iv r5.l ry thi, year - details in the 

nexl iSlue. VVe an ai ier GOu f' 5 to 5ui l all levels 01 
ahi l it\', contact Roy Daillng on Ill .l ilill BS' J<J. 
Sue He.ard 

Derby & Lanes (Camphill) 
CO NGRATULATIO,'i, In I ~if D,lIlid on h is first ",10, 

and to Irophy winners: Mike r\nmlrong, ' igel Howes, 

juhn KI Lln d r, ,\nci re\\ n I her, Roger Field ing, Bob 
M,l k in, Tony SI11L1rth wiliIP, ann PelN G ray. O n one oi 

Ihe icw good days thi, w ei wi nt r, Crt ike ilrmstrong 

gol his ASW 20 lip t" FL) 40, hi s l ,l SI fl ight in 271 

bef",e il rnigr:1t ' d south. We had , noth r good day in 

early F b rLl ary and he took our DC-SOO to FL 160, both 

il ighl op ning our wave hox w ilh Manchester I\TC., 

c oppra l ion The IIGM aw ~ few hanges 1'0 Ihe 

commitlee, bul no ne to subs. We sa icl goodby LO Viv 

Chadwick, 10CilI farm r's wife, , ho kepi Camphi ll fil io r 

hum"111 hail itd tion ior over 25 yCJ " . Thank you Viv, and 

gnnd lu k. 13)' the time th is appears M ira nda Cobh 

shou ld b' b,JCk to ca ter inr our cu l inary n 15. 

Dave Salmon 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
THE part o f Ihe i ip ld th ai was levelled and re-seecl ~ is 

progressing w II and should be ome usa b le again unce 

it has be<>n f()1 1t'd. M anwhi ll ' w inter gl id ing h,l' 

l"ocel;{led w ith excellent days in the m ild w eather. 
,lIdprs w ilh Pllgi,,(!s Seem to be prollfera l ing w ith the 

" Idition 01 a \lpnlus TuriJo dnd AS'vV 26E in surrrising 

quarters. Meanwhile Ihose of us not so blessed finish 

ou r domestic t-:lsks to J m .lSS Brownie rOinh and .lW.1 it 

the spring thern1.1b with eager (lnt ic ipJl ioll . 

Phil Morrison 

Denbigh (Lleweni Pare) 
OUR Sup r Bldn i !.: is i lying dt lasl - ;r hig improvemenl 

on ou r old, hut still much -I ovc'd K-7. \ I\'e hopp 10 c1Cro­
tow Ih is !lellson. OVI.:r the Pd~ ! six Illonths fl ighb in the 
Fd lke have proved Ih,ll W,IV' is oilen present on just 

:'lhout J II po ints of thl' C()Il1P"~S. \ ,\le: arl' \0 .... LJrt ,\ y()ung 

l' ilol> scheme in conjundinn wilh Dl'nhighsh irl' Count)' 

Counc il's spurls dcvelopment te,lIn, oif"'in~ ' ( ho lar­
ship, 10 Iht, Iwo h 51 cJnd i(/;1tes ilt'IN ell' ion If'Sls. W I' 

will Sf,HI recruiting ~oon from 11)( \11 schoob, co lleges 
Jlld youth orglln isa tioll 5. \'Ve he llev(' it is poss ih lp to get 

good lllcd i(l C( >V('fdW' ,me! improve the spor!\. profile . 

\Vork got'S on with m':lintcll(l fl C(, .)nd imrro"cnl(lllts, wt' 

~ r ' .1S ,lIwJ)" indehtecllu II". usu;1 1SUS PP{.b . Tony and ' 

lane, j usl two of thPIll, Me p l,lnning .1 tour ['If UK gl iding 

clu iJs Ihi> surnn".r, We. M e still looki ng for instruclors 

(\I'(-'l'kencls ,1n<.l micl\\,l·ek ). If you think yuu he lp pl e,l ,e 

conl,lCt uS on 01745 Rl J774 or via em.l i l ~ll 
(){fil'(..'lfi:J(/l'T1bl~h~1irlingc1ub. co. uk 
Ian Waiton 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
l'-:O\lbvtBER, Decernb"r and lanuary IVere iairly k ind Ie) 

us and we managed 10 keep fI )' ing for most o i the time, 

Our tug i st il l going well, wilh ~I 101 of u optinS ior 

3,000it aerotow > during w in ter. W e had J f lying clay 

on December ) 7, insti gated by Kevi n W estwood, to 

" Iphra te thE' " right entenMY. As w L'll lhc <Int ire club 

fleet. n ',,, I) all our priv~le gilder, w " re rrgj:\eci, wil h 

m uSI pilo ts l'lk ing high Inws nn ,1 rid )' wi lh ' unsh in and 

el l'," iJlue sk ies . ( ur d ub fleet cons iSIS 01 lWo K- l 5, 
two K-S" o ur age ing TOil wi n -h, whi ch ila, recenll), 

had much returbi shment Ilhanks, guys, you know who 

you M e), i1nd o ur B agle Hu, ky 'I SO tug. OOPS, n drly 

iorgol, our Iwo stalwart dumper retrieve vehicl . The 

fial s for our task week and week..ncl> are: M :JY 211- 1 
inc; j ul y 24-August I inc; and Augu t 27-30 inL. VVe 
w clcome all visilor, . For a In ap, d irecl ions, and applica­

tion form, see: www dofselil /iclingc/ub.fmeserve. co.uk. 
Ii any "o ld" cluh memh ~rs from Ta rranl ~ u hton or 

Old ~il rum wou ld like 10 get in touch, my emai l is: 

co/teresa. \.-veymtln@virt~;n. neJ 

Col in W eyman 

Dukeries (Gamston) 
O U R ( Iubroom , wh ich wa, suifering irom ev 'ry kind of 

rot imagrnab le, has been c1emoli shed and burn " d and a 
new c lubroum purchn ·ed. W ' have ,I new PortJ !.:abin, 

ideal If IV ever haY<! to reloe,lIp because o f Finning lc)' 

reslri lions. O ur tleel is ue ing upda led in l in w ith our 

2004 obj ecti" of pushing up cross-co unlry kilometres 

Ihi yeJ r. W t; hope 10 h gelling Ol!J jan us back (after i ls 

crash last y 'arj. W e hope to gro ft o ur B w ings o n to JIl 

ex·Bi eesler IJrlUs C fuselage, Perhaps th., firs l Janus Be 
in the cou ntry, It i to bc fi licci \\Iilh LNI\\I, as il ou r 

VegJ. \Nark p~rli es (lrP working on tilE' gruund~, trai ler 
PJrk, 0Ic, so that we pr(l~ent .-1 good image to vis iturs. 
Wc' , till hi1v~ the rhe" IJ<.:,1 ii xed-pricf'-Io-so lo (£J 1l0i. 

Mike Terry 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
WE h,we h~d il ighl ; in rec"ll t we 'ks In excess o f 40 

minutes l I rlnn't u,u,lll) gel to wri te duuiJ il' dig its in I ll<' 

flighl log unt il at 1(,3SI I\(1r il. We hill'''' add 'ci a ro lher 

nIce Peg 'c tu the i lL'L'!. The usua l ulprit; have b n 
diligc'ntly invo1v(x l in d comple! "' slri p-down {.) f onc' oi 
our Tosl winches. I h c.wc to corr(:~cl (1 typo thJt crept into 

Ihe Idst cl ub news. Viv 1-I"II<,y d id 50nkll1 not 800 ,1S 

reported (sorry, Viv): ~t'ill very, ver impre~s i ve. 1\ rl!!)() lo 

to rcporl : G rJharn Wrighl, allPr som e JO years irorn h" 

i irsl with the (\TC. Well clone. A Il l'W iniliali v(~ ,II r:SGC 

i... scven-d.1Y fly ing I()( July Jnd /\ugust - tri oI 1(\$5()n ~ 

as wel l JS onl'- (mel five-dlty courses. we Jrl' Idki ng 

ho() k inS5 1)( ' ,so cdll/ohl1 /30 1l<' 011 0) 201> 14) 7U I . 

Steve Jones 

Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell) 
CO 'GRATU LATlO I«:S 10 P('I~ r B(",idg' on G old height 

.11 "'hnyne, Darren Smith 011 solo Jnd Kevi n Sm il h 011 

hi, R(r li( ' 11( 1'. Th· r(,stri c tion 0 11 IJarl n i ow Ridgell'p ll ;.,­
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Club news 

» 	 Sitf.' hc~~ be n lilh'd by Ihf' aut h(lriti $() we (I rQ hack If) 

Ihe fu l l l8-day use of Ihl' 22 ~cr 's in queslion. Even 
h otter, we have ncgol i<.ltl:ci w ith a Incal fMn1 p r to extend 
the site to p;lrt 01 the o ld CJS I-WCS t runway, making our 

oper1l1ion Illuch more iI(-'x ii>le. "A lily Ihanks lu all Ihose 
concern eci lor Iheir hard work. David jones is worki ng 
hard 011 .1 second winLh. \,Vp havl:' bpen vp r}' pl(;'(l sed to 

w l' lcome inlo Ihe c lub some yuungslers. By Ih e lime 

)'OU read Ihis we wi ll have returned to c)ur RidgE'well 
si te for weekend fI~/ in s whil st continuing (11 North 
WCdiri on Wednesdays. 

Peter Perry 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
AN oHic i,J1 vule ul Ihanks 10 Aj lor all her hard work .1S 

"he is now sl~1 nclill g down ~l S Sid Is person - all cI <lims 
and slut f noll' '0 10 John 00. A nole fmm P Ie Harri s to 

al l from lhe I ~t (ommillee meeting: Ids havl' J felV 

more p opt oul on Salurdays rl ed5e: spread the IUdri. 
Congr;,ts 10 O ily hubbock, who has !\raciuateci (rom 
his RAr tra ininf\ .11 osiord Jnd s t~rt< d nf'W Ii i .II 
Wallisham, and l.o k on Ihe riuty n i f'arachutc M pmber. 
v el Clnre hack to Dave \V ren, who 15 on Ihe ai rfield 

Jgaln after J short IJY-up. 
Graham French 

Highland (Easterton) 
v E are having a bit o f ,1 mi xed bag of fly ing wl'Jl her 
Ihis w in ter: weekends with gliders up in good ",,,ve and 

some good ri dge days but we alsu had some ver wei 
w kends. Thes lall -r h,)Vt been pUI 10 good u'c Jnd 

great progrt..!5S has becn made Oil our new clubhouse. 
\'\1 now h,lV(' twu n 'W tU B pil c) IS, Ju l Co lli s <t nd ,"\ike 
Crvl e. Who k n o",~ , 111" may he the yeilr I gel my SilVl'r 

di sta llce dnd will' leI vou know it! 
Roy Scothern 

Imperial College (Lasham) 
AFTER. Ihe Ihrill of ridgf' ,lIld w,we ,odri ng at Lung 

M ynd over Ille Nc\ Year w ith Olher lun iors, c ircui t 
bash ing al lil,ham in grolly we<l lher feels ,1 li ll ie 
depressi ng. Desplle Ih is, members are sti ll ap r .1ring in 

numbers; vera l l1ave d,'vdoped an unheallhy interest 

in JcrOUJtics. Congralu la ti ons to Jamie Oenlon '"l his 
lJ asi c Instructor rating. R l'nl dcl ivities indud... Iro iler 

SCfubhinn to ise money ror Imperia l Co llege RAG, Jnd 

our dnnual d innf'r. We ' p ct J lJus)' EJ ter Cours .1S 

,evcrai lT1embers ar eilher lose 10 first 010 r CI)ITI­

plelillg Bron ze. FtJllowing club In ps abroad in previOUS 
years, p lanning is well under WJ)' ror Ihis SUl1ln1l'r's 
I>xpedi tion to O nlur, Spc in. 
luke Cooper.Berry 

Kent (Challock) 
AT OLir w cll-aliendedl\GM Sielan Bort, uur chairman, 

reported a guod levc'l uf activ ily in the previous )'eJr, 
with L.Y new l11embl'r~ . /\ number oi sodal ilCliv iti('s are 

)11"n l1("l , start ing oil wilh our Illak ing chuillps 01 our­
selves al a qu iz night. J\ big send-oli is alsu pldnncd ror 
irl$t ructur Chris LulQ Il , w ho is moving to :'\Jottinghcllll in 
J new job ;lIld Hus Bos in his iree lim('. J\ move to ho ld 

rnnrp ily ing C:' vpn ing~ is heing madc, <lfld our open 

weekend \vill coinc ide' wi lh ~ ~ltiona l Gliding \'Veck. 
Caroline Whitbread 

Kestrel (RAF Odiham) 
THANKS to Sylvia SCali and helpers ror orgJnising our 

\\,(' II -dllc'n ded post-Chrislmas part)'. t\1 oLir recent AG" t 
thl' (ol lowing pr(-.'~l' nl .l l i()l1 ~ were made: C:h(l irma n '~ 

award 10 B,lfry Sedley fur his work on the K-13, CFI 
Jward to G-'rnd Vermeu len, who gUI his full t ;lI ,'nd 

MlJIR, I'd ison F,mel memorial Irophy to Shane '" ish 
for best im)1rovE'r, Cros -coLllllry aw,)rei to M rc Morl ey 
and jun iur ,wMd to Rtlb Armstrong for retri ve driving 

C'ndurdnce. W ", shou ld ~ II he wi sPr by now, h:wing 
comp leled our wi nler leclure programme. 
Simon Boyden 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
A OG-1000 has been ordered as an addilion 10 our 
glider fleet. Our new Falke G-CCHX fli es bea ul ifull y. 

The W right Centen,,,\, \Va celebrated by a b ilrbccue in 
December and by ii r~wor ks, Th st,lif and committE" 

mernbers In ane), dress w ilh Ihe Iheme oi Those 
M agn ifi cent I\'\('n in Thpir Fly ing Machines did ;l g rp,J I 

juh of ((\cding mf'mht'r ... (11 111£.1 Chri stmas parly, ( uurlC'S)' 

of Mike Evam and Ihe c.lnteen slaff. i\ full programme 
of gpnt'r,,1 inlereSI leclures and Bronze I(,('tures i, in 

progr i\ new fli ght bri efing ruum hds h(!(.<n in<la lied 

in the L~rmvn Elephan l, complete wi th computer SCI -up 
for intcrrwt met access and NPPL siud ies. We thank Ray 

Partri dge, w ho is r liri ng " ftcr a long and distinguish"c1 
period a club treasur r. Gary hrl len fie", his ex-Crown 
Serv icc GC K- 13 for more than 100 hours in 2U1l3. 
g,) ining al l Ihree Sil ver legs ,Inri ' oll "t l ing Ihe 

Dunslil b l ' Pl ale in Ihe proces . D uri ng Ihe autumn 

expedit iun to i\bo)'nE', Gold heigh I, v tore Jchieved by 
Pau l Harnell. S h ~u n Lilrworth, Ileindr ik Slhcetm,1I1, 
M arti n Conboy and Chri s M ann . Gareth Gird, Dave 

llowtell Jnd N icky Marchanl h.wE' their NPPI 

Tony Segal 

Lincolnshire (Strubby) 
TH E c lub is now 25 )' drs o ld. Wr r elebrated w ilh a 
pari ' al Ihe Wuodthorpl' Inn, our wv tcr ing hule, well 

Bradley Parker of Mendip GC soloed as soon after his 
16th birthday as conditions aI/owed (Keilh Simmons) 

O'Bani d by our Ireasurer Phi l "iner dnd en joyed hy a 
lilrgc galhering of members pasl and presenl and the ir 
guasl, . We hav~' had .1 succes ful w inter w ith kind 

wealher. Th e I:l lanik has been :so ld and is to return 10 

ils na live Eastern Europe. Plans ,lfe u nder WdY for the 

wming season wi th 3 fi rst il y ing week w mmcnci ng 
M ay J. A ch<l ll c:nge to Trm! v. II ' y: we ,ril l hoi" rlre 
rosebowl cl utlering up the Clipboa rd so come over and 

get it, or we w il l re,1iI~' l.rk 'Ih ' MiLk ,mdl lfing il hack. 
Dick Skerry 

London (Dunstable) 
OVrR Ihe wlnler our hil l hdS been working well, and 

Ihere has b~en a good lurnout of p il ots eager to st" y 

current. In February radel M an Robain used it to gJin 
his fi ve hours . W e have man)' new so lo pi lo ts, our 
an nual Broll7e Ie tures are wel l allended, and our tr ips 

to Shobdon and erdanya Me lu ll y booked, as is our 
Regionals. \\le have I' -'p l;1C d a Super ub w ilh anolher 
Rob in O R400, wi th a Ihree-b laded ('onst,lnt-speecl prop . 

Steve jarvi s, M ike Woollarcl " nel AI ' x Ye.1les gove a 
hugelyent nain i(" talk on aerobatiLS. rhe graph ics 

werE' brea thl akinn , and th co incidental v isit by som 

BAM judB~' was a delighl, as th y >t",tod giv ing 111 rk 
ou t of 10 iur each animal ion ! This talk general cI even 
more nlhus idsm Jmi broughl J Iw inkle to our tr eJsurer's 

r yes rh next m filing \\' h~n heikw th > queu!' o f pi lo ts 
wa iling to cl imb into the g-mclcr- Jrry ing K·2 1s. 
AH 
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Mendip (Hales land) 
IN mid·Df'l f'nll)"r Ih" lug prnwd ils worth by erla bl in~ 

memb"r, Iu r"deh W.lVE' In I l ,()()Ofl o",'r Wl~ton- uper· 

(vIar . n,,· 111"'" imp~ un iou~ among\1 u, lonk winch 
leunche Jnd fI ,'\\' Clrcuil,1 Braell \' PJ, kcr"s 1Glh 
bi rthdJ)' w.1 5 in D"cC'l11iJer. \Vhidl m Jnt Iha l II", 
d ldn c:-' 01 ti ri rsl ~qIOH l n"dil i(ll1-, wert' remote (hem thi s 

In m ind ",11("n planl1lng Ollspringll II was mid·January 
before condili(}ll" W 're f.lvuulfl hr I , Rradlt"·y pr()du "ed,J 

tcxlh ook c i lcuil wil l1.1 wedS r lilnrJ ing, .11 james, 

another of Ol'r I (,·I'ear·old 010 poinls, has converted to 
his 'k ,1.Jrk 4 .1111'1 11.1' Jlrc'dd)' outs(klred Ihe FI! 
Keith Simmons 

Midland (The Long Mynd) 
1 1--1 r ise 01 young pil ots continu , Sardh Pbll andldn 

Iv\acA rthur hdV" been chosen for Ted Ly akowski Trust 
.1\vJrd, dnd John w ill go to Au,l , l iJ to penu two 

we 'ks w llh George Lee bdore Ir.l in ing III Spa in \Vi th the 
UK junior, . O ldies can't complain, Th r~e of them hJv,-, 

h" d faceli ll s in Pol.mei (geicoats ,mel instruments whil st 
Ihe mOSI venerab le. K- 1 ELE. hJS be<en j<;iven the nod 

f,,'lm Fatht'r Germany to fl y for a noth~r G,OOOhrs, There" 
d Taml'" apron outside the hangar. Smokers an now 
ue found hy Ihe \d ndso(k. which is ~ bil hard but was 
an uverwh elmi ll g 111(-.!mb r ' d cisiun. And ';p();)king ()1 
wind, ii you v\ anl lUdranteed bung}' ddYS, join our 

Dutch vis itors in Pil I. They h"v'n'l mi sed )'C\. 111<.. 
il ullkhuus~ has b en rdurbi i herl iJy \ ik" Whitton ~ nd 
I ave Crowson, Course M f' book in~ wl.'! 1. 
Roland Bailey 

Needwood Forest (Cross Hayes) 
MOST of our club fI('cl has seen d tion rcccn lly, exc"'p t 
Ihe new K- l -J. bei ng f' lIlerl by Alan Rober '. I'h.tnks gu 

10 h im for the continued elfort he PUiS inlt1 1ll.1inlilining 
our aircraft. Thu nks, 100, 10 ciri ,lna :mcl Peler Kenl lor 

redecoraling our cl ubrooll) , Dl' pile fly ing gell ing in the 

w<'y we are man.lging In rio some more serious stuff in 
Ihe form 01 cl ub development workshop and variuu, 

socia l ('vents. includ ing. brling evening won by Ju,t in 
Strach.ln. MC'mber hdVC alr<!ad) orga nised a trip 10 
O ntu r. For (Jut" news S e \V\-Vw.go,g liding.co.uk. 
Paul Machacek 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
1 January 1 (l \w w("re IrCdled to M.11I Cook's .lccollnt 

of the lunior Workl Championships, a vcry enlerta ini ng 
;,nd cnlightl!ning presenr;,tion, Supported by ).lhotos and 

maggol rJ ing. "NGe Racing" 1>"5 been very well 
altenekd and supported. Thanks 10 .111 the individuals 
who are supporli n it. Gavin Scar le has oloed, Tom 

Omarama 
New Zealand 

:A.fPine Soarin8 

ffie G(idin/3 Syecia(ists 

We offer the best support and 
training at all levels and a great 

friendly atmosphere 

• Wave flying • Casual tlying 
• Courses • Badge flying 

• Glider hire • Accommodation 

alpsoar@xtra.co.nz. 
www.soaring.co.nz 
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Smilh ha< his Silver and James Ba ker hi s 100km 

Diploma. en Dave tv1un ro is inSl i1J ting a new illt('n ivt' 
ai, inilio Irdining 5('hf' ITle and Oaw and Boh eri ev!' 

now hJvl' CAA motorfll id 'r inSlructor rdli ngs, We have 
done (1 cons i deralJ l ~ iUllounl of flyi ng thi s wi nt('r and 
manJged more launche, on De c'mher 17 th .rn on the 

longest cI.lY! Th e Christmas Part )' \Vas an unrivall d 
success. hosted hy Woody. i30nnie Wade has. altpr 

10 years, produced Irer fin,,1 Ti"enham ThcrmJIII' r. 
TI,is excel lent ncwslctt r has entertained and informed 

Illemb(,,'s ;lnd ..t pp "areu at many other clubs, Vile th.1nk 
Bonnie for her I il(>r.1r), dnd cd il ria I enrichmenl (II our 

gliding cul ture. Jos ie BriAAs has la ken over w ith a 
1110nthly email n '\Vs lell",r ca llp<I tow .1,,(/ Dcspera le, 
Ray Hart 

Northumbria (Currock Hill) 
ADVERSE w inds ilnrl d wa t rlogged airli eld h.we 
reslr icteel fl ying of IJte, However. th re has Ix en a 

li l11il ed amount of wc.,k wave 0 (' iTsionall y, f\l <1 n Adams 
h.15 be<.:ome .1 I'll. Roy M itchison has gained .1 Diamond 

heigh I in a Di scus from Minden. Nevada, The o ld work· 
shor hns b ' n demulished and the ncw onl! is in us,-" 

Th , <lnu r hJ, e "ll h" new il irsr<Jc ' reslri cti ons w ill 
not he entorccd IInl il August 2004. Havi ng disinlerred 
th~ dull new lell y . I h.)\'(' h,lI1df'd on Ihe e<liloridl 
mantle to Ihe hrothers Cr~ig .lncl Chris Store\" who 

have proci(( ccci th eir (jrst excellent edi lion, The' hilVl.' 
rD urrecterll llf' tit l "Th rmal" Thi s m ight 1')(' in hom, gc 

II) hm H et<J in in underw or \necessary). ralher Ihiln 10 
almosplu; ric convect iun (r;t rc ), 

Len Dent 

Nottingham University (RAF Syerston) 
AFTER a very sue ess-ful Freshers' Fayre. the d ub con· 

tinue> 10 Ihri e w ith " meml:)(:f'hir of over 100. ';Ve 
have some very keen new rnerl1bcrs who arc making 

filSt progress. The ., nmlcll expt'd ilion to PortmoJk w ill be 
.11 Easter and we hay orgiTni seci a trip 10 Onlur in lil te 

June, Th rc have been a number of very su 'Lcssiul 
SOCi.1 1 • nOl.1b ly Ih Murder M y I ry Pa rty. We are .dso 

in negotiations lor possib le sponsorsh ip. 
Rachel Hine 

Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green) 
LIKE a 'carbuncle on th e f,\ce 01 an old rr i nd'. the 
OGe h<lng,lf IVI now got J sp iifrng now exlensioll, in 
which all manner 01 stuff (,111 ill', er, stu rfed, Apart from 

thai, the club surges on w ith m,lin tenJncc. e~ 01 /\ 

and gener,, 1 len ling ill .Jnti ipatioll of a slunll ing soaring 
se.)son, As if. 

Steve McCurdy 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
M EMBERS arc sh oLk~d and saddened by th.. tragic 
dealh on February 1 of one of our senior members. 

Rober\ !Bob! Sha rnl~ 1l was J vcrI' active memher of nu, 
( Iuh, .1 work illg III mber In every sense I lh(l word, A 

l ug prlot. glid ,llg alld motorglidinf; illstruClor. Bob Wd' 

hvu '" (\;)ger to giv(' help. prdctical .111d kllow!l.'dgedble. 
1-1 ,-, h:lci an inneciil)1c cnlhusi.1SI1l lor li fe. w hich nl'V('r 

st.'.( 'fllL'ci to d iminish. O ne' in a whil e. d person ( omcs 
<,Iollg whose' journey through li fr is no r(Julin travers I 

Boll Sh.ll nl.<n \\'<15 lith oJ rndn .Hlcl W(' h.{\'( ' ., 11 h nei'il · 

eci throllgh knowing him. l ie will " " greil ll), missed and 
our Ihoughh ;11,(' with h i..; wii • Sylvi -;'t, dd ugh tPf, Annie, 

SOil ill Id"', M,rrl i ll, who .)f •. 111 ( lui, memhcrs, and Ihe 
rc,l 01 Ihe lalll ily (see oiJilllane;, ph I !. 

joan Pybus 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee on Solent) 
TIII·RE h , I)('ell som~ Un(>' I)('(I('() 10 ~11 therm." odfing 

bUI. I , >urprl .i ngly, Ihe rain ha mi)d ' parts of th e 
:l irli eld resemhle Lee in Ihc 'ol l'l1t ra lher Il1nn on it. 1\ < d 
resull w p .rrl' 1(,Illpordril y confined tuthe pav 'd surb _.• , 

clOd have hecome ~l ll -;-w rnlOw only t.llIb. Two days 
belorc e hri t((lJ.S a smal l group of ml'lllbE'r. gave up a 

rby of hristrn 5 shopping to open \h" cl ub >1'1 th at Fran 

Fran Aitken of Portsmouth Naval is congratulated by 
instructor Tony World after soloing on her 16th birthday 

Ai tkt'll cuuld soln nn her I hlh hi rrhd" y.orIUn.1li.'ly th e 

\Vca th 'f cooperaled or just long en<lu ~h. Our very 
successfu l annu,,1 dinner ,1 1,,1 danc .. WJS al HMS 

Coll ingwonrl. \\'h rc our new ch.lirman, Andy Edn ' y, 
took over from Peler Waugh. W e w elcome I\nd), to his 

new role and giw our thanks to P>ler for all his hard 
work over Ih 'Ia~ t l ive y ·ars. 

Steve Morgan 

RaUlesden (RaUlesden) 
DURING Ih" w inler Jnd spring eFI And)' l,owe ll5 h-a, 

organised many ta lks: a cro,~ · ountry discuss ion led hI' 
And)'; a me emology I.l lk from Wea lherlack, dnd a SGA 
saicty ).lreselltJlion from Kevin Mo lon ey, Some more 

expcri need members plan ttl hold Idl k : Grenville roll 
on speed to lI y; Mark ray lor on task·selling Jnrl Ton)' 

Bart let t on NOlams. The Bird Brain quiz "'d' bJck ag;Jin 
wilh quiz ma,1 r Bri ,ln Partridge' , Congra lu l. tinns to Ihe 
w inning team 'Ralilesden O ld Farts' plus Gren. The K·2 1 

is back from Polanu, wlwrc it \va re-gellerl and now 
looks be.JUli(u l, Ihanks to driver M an in, Sieve .1n<l 

Geof!. Belated congra tulali ons 10 Helen Varley and rJu l 

O' Leary for gell ing th ir ( 1'0"'( nuntry Fndors menl 
(lnd C1po logies lo lCmyone \,thosp !1chi ' \I menh I h;we 
in.leiverlentl y missed. Flilally a few cia les for your diary: 
task w~e ks arp May 24·28 .rnd'Augu~t I (i -2 [), 

Cathy Page 

The Motor Glider Club 
o.Oer 

NPPL Courses 
RT Course & Testing Centre 
Nil les Dlilil Hire 
Motor Glider £55ph £45ph 
C150/ 2 from .£70ph 

NPPL Courses from £750 

HINTON IN THE HEDGES AIFIELD 
Tel: 01295 812775 
III / iss()c i,ili()11 witb 

II.LaT 
"LIGHT 

TRAINING 

TeL 01865 370814 
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Club news 

» Scottish (Portmoak) 

W[ were all surprised 10 finellhal one oi our member 

h"d had.J ,e; ch,lngr - ,lrrOr 'nl ly Ihi. comes free w ilh 
d Si lver Bddge. When Iw clJimed II, h ' WJ , good 010 
lohn ," Iu llro - bUI II'h(,1l il IV,), pub li, lwo in Ihe I:1SI 

ssG Ip('2. no 11 '1141. ,he 11', 1, IOdn ,'"1,"",,. john would 

l ikl ' m(' 10 ,15k peopl ' to stop \\'ink ing Jt him or oflering 
him W()n1l'll\ dOlhes. On ,1 1110rt·' ~pri(JU~ n()ll~ , thf' 

!oun(lJlion~ h.lve gone down lor tl1(' dub h ~lIlg~lr ~lI1d 

w pxpcct the steelwork ill eil rly Apri l. We pi;", 10 

ccldlr,llt· our 70th ':'lI1nivers;lry .JI1d th e opening 01 our 
1ll'\V hang.lr ()Il Jul y 10-11 . d n ci \,\iuuililikt, <15 rl1d n y 

members d5 possible to jo in us. If you hZlve ('vcr been J 

member. p iP(1s/.! (oll~ i dcr visi ti ng thell w('('k('lld. ror 

Illore, ple,lS(' ~('e www. SCOllish8/idil1,~centr{'.co.ukJ or 
CJ II 013'11 1140543 . 

Ian Easson 

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill) 
PRI ZE for tile Illllg<:.lst i light on the "hortcst day wt'nt t(l 
Geoff "iichol ls with 4'1 minutes in his LSJ. Sev('n otllt'r 
Iligh!;, in thl! region of ha li an huu , 01 nlUre wcre al<o 

1 0gg~1 Any jlo'i -Cllri stll1as hlues were hani , h :d .It our 
Anmml D inn r, org<l lli sed by Clive Hareler. Dave 

Morrow Jnd Liz Sparrow provid olhe c"baret act. 
AY,lla Li rJn received tl1l' Dave M;l leham Memrm,l l 
trophy for the 111051 signrflc<1nt progr 55; Instructo r of the 

Yea ' w~nt to lerry PJck: j"llIl Day Wa5 til<' Club M em iJer 
of th" Year; whi b t Ih(' I<ctired Ihut vcry act ive) M emher 
of the Year W, IS Trevor Greenwood . TJsk \i\'eek w inners 

w r(' D ,ol Pike and john Dill'; wi th M<lrtin Hoskins 
wi nning th Cluh Ladd r. Mart in picked up ,lnnth r 
'award', when he and lilll Gavi n were deemed t() Ill' 
worthy winners of Ihe Vall i~h Troph\' Inr ' .1Itori,,1 

Flc~,]ncc, rl ue to their ou tstdmHng 1/) w intt:r hC-Jd~eJ (. 

M,ltt C"rtcr \'IUS the ove,wh elnllng chniC!.' tor the Yell) 

l.;)nderl WI"" I lr phy; ,\ll d Li L Sp,Jrraw collL'C1 d the 

G t ~ MOve On ""'Md. Fi'lcl ll)" the K- 13 made a 
w elcome return, having spent ;\ lew Illonths being 

rcp;) ired fo ll owi ng dll unlartundle tu" If' w ith " hpdge_ 
A grant from Nt'whurv Town Counci l "l lowed u 10 

h,lve a hand ,uddl 'l filled dur ing Ih" rcpair work, " nd 

lh i, hd' "Ire"dy been uscd. 
Liz Seaman 

Shenington (Shenington) 
WE wuuld li ke 10 shore with you ('XCerpI5 from a 
splendid "il ui pUb licity fmm the back page 01 th 

w eekly Bdn/Jury GUdrdi.]". Togelher wi th photos oi Ihe 
w inch, IIlstructnr Dave IC<1 lh and ,1 K-13, reporter [ uan 
McCall, who 1'1;)(1 jusl experienced J Slll'l1ington "Vi n -h 

Launch , d!:scriberl it ," (ollows: "The l a~lIl ch nlier a 
dra mat ic enlry inlu the skv, by pu lling the glidel on 
,\ (h,lil1 , propelling il ,rl mo,1 vertic,rlly i lltn th e , tl.lIO' ­
phl,rt, ... " Pl'lh.lps \V ' , huu l(l ,1,k the \/\ 1'01.111 

ex t ~flsi()n of v('rl ic.,1 alrsp.acci ~ 'Jrm0r ib lJs, who (j\,vns 

till' Jirtlckl, h;" srdCiuu,ly pl imi n;)ted the IriJngi ' ot 
f~ nl (' in Ihe cenl re t h~ 1 h, s rrovl'o 0 hJZil rdou, to 

v isi ti ng Duo D iscuses. A sma ll mountain of periJ1l ('tf,( 
rock<; l1,h b(I(-,1l n 'mov('c! hy our winch driver, ~;:llhy 
D<-lnl<'~, .JIlt! IIH' u~C'ful 1.\ lldi llg <Hl',] gre..J !l y (' . pd l1ded. 

W e h"ve acquilcd john H"mpsun's T\\' illl\strr, cnll1plele 
with fo il ing !'Ilo(''k ,tnd T-h.\Ilgdr. A duh lrip to Ulllur in 

Spd in w ill go tl ll(,(HI i ll April. Uave Perkins Z1 nd I<.nger 

Hurl ')' ,"(, IlIlIV lul l ell ,. I'hil il'('IlIMn will "e st(' ppillg 
down ,tS en , 10 Iw rcpl.-H('d hy Mark ' I('vpns. 

CCl ngra ILJl tlti() n~ 1.0 J.Hlc l M.-Ir ' on hefoming ':l R~ls i { 

Instructor. 

Mary Meagher 

Shropshire Soaring Group (Sleap) 
THE 10nf\E'SI flighl \)1' " ml 'miler Ih i, wi nt('r has to ill" til(' 

SOOkm by Ch", "nrl jo rox ill" [)uo - in Austr,l li ". 
i3ack " I -le" p the TII' ill ! \ st ir ,ynrlic.ltc ha, s\'lrtc;d ,I 
tr(li ning progrd lllme with AI Gi bol1. Vi i t)~ frn m ()tIH' f 

c luhs took JdvJn tJgc of the h,ml ru nways 0"('[ the 
winter. \ I\fe had iln (:"x (l lk'nt 0vening saying d !ormal 
g<,()dilye to Ch",I,'s ;ll1d [ II" Wpl,I,. At th(' ,lin ' tinl(' IV(' 
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said what w e hope is not ,I final f,"ewell to Alan Levi, 

our tll~l1l a, t" r fo r Illdny ),I'a r< , H" h" s just retired from 
airli no nyillg ,lilt! has muved tn Ba ngkok Apa rt from 
making pld ns tu vi~il JaGl in the 511!11 mer, Dave Trip lcI1 is 

working U I1 ,) 111:\\ websile to w l'lacl> our old 
Wdshw" ve , it '. In time we hop to post th ,) w,we 

prospects on Ihfl sit<::.' in t ill1(~ to a ll uw vi ~ itors: tu join us 
1m th,' weekend, 
Keith Field 

South London (Kenley) 
A D)\ MP st:lIt to the year I1 le,.lI lS Ih,-,t routin ' ma inte­
ll ~l!KC is wdl .1hL'Jd ; lIlrl Wf' am nuw looking iurward to 

a hus\, 'CdSOll , e"l'n if "ddi tion,ll ,\ ir C.loet dctivil les w ill 
d('prive us ul .. felV dav, this ylW. fit is. a(ler al l. their 

il iriiddJ vVe tIre !Jus)" upgr.1<iing dnd sttlndard isi ng ou r 
wi nche,. W" , h;111 I,l' holding our dnl1u.l 1 Charit" Day 

on MZly 1. n w('cks wh en we (11' d osed (or Ai r Cadet 
tf,li ll ing, for(>ign C' :..: c-urs i()n~ M e 1.1Il11(;:d 1'0 J.1 Cd ,It [ c'ls ter 

,tnri til I • BIJnl in the: , ummer. VV" 5h,, 11 org;m is(' a 
) lImmcr excursion or t\·\,o i'1 [h is c.ountry tu permit so rTlC 

of our memb fS to lure> some of lhll~e gu.ll ,; th ..11 ..In.: 
quite difficult 10 a hievc in our lim ited a" poe e. And 

just to remi nci you, .I!though we cal l "ursdves Ihe South 
London ,lldlng Centre (lVww.>uulh lunclongliding.co.uk) 

w (' are st ill Surrey Hi ll s Glid ing Club! 
Peter Bolton 

Southdown (Parham) 
TH E Sf -25 Motor Fil lke continues to prove invaluable, 
out W ' d W , ti ll looki ng for ,In ariv;l nc ' dtwo- ler for 
cros,-count')' fl y ing. We noll' h;]v(' a S<1uJd o f _ MG 
p il o" :l nd it is hoped thai N I'I'L Iraining w il l even tuilil y 
bp niil?r(' r!. Vis itors sOJring 11)(' ridge thi s .spring I1ltl}' Iikf4 
to lake Jeivclnt,lge of Dick D ixon's excell c llt Kuide to 
So']rjn,q IJ)(-' Suuth(/()wl1$ ;:lvai lablc from th( ' (J iiit.e, 

Chris Bockwell h<l' taken ()V r a, eFI from ~trv W" y. 

'v\lf' have h<"eo torlunn te III having St 've', lirm le.lder­

ship uf the inslructor " <I mmunity Jnd offer lIur full 
support to e hri,. rhe Christm,15 P,lrty brought Its us ual 
W (lr!1l glow and the outstanding ('1\V;'I rc! went to r\l ig 

Lo",.i". His fli ght 01 760kl1l W')11 him Ih" Sky Sailing 
trophy ,lnd was the longesl fli ghl evPr made irnm 
Pdrh.Jm . Une of th e learn responsible for bJ ic tr~ i n i ng, 

aft r our 1ll0ve fro l11 Firle BecKon in I <)73 , was Ra 
Brigdcn. It i, wi th sadness therdnre, thJt we r('rort his 
recem de" th . Man pilot<; Jnel ins1ru tors who learn ed 
to fly during Ihl' J <) 70, Will rcrncmhl'r him wilh gr(1i.1 t 

d fe liun . 

Petcr I Holloway 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
o R heloved K-21 ha, returned iro m PolJnd having 

been to<JII), rl'iuriJished with ,1 n W!l 'I r oat, look ing 

r ' p l ' "d nl. A tl'<lIn Ilf h,m 'y vol unt cr, hilS h 'en 
work ing on Ihp lnslrwncnls, radio Jnd interi or rcady for 

tlw ro ll-flut ·er ' mon)'. We h,lve IllJi nt.lilleri jly ing musl 

days this w inter, in dLJrJ i n~ when there W ...15 J dress ing of 
snow, ,\ new cxpQ:ricnce i()r m.lIlY new ITIemhr·r ..... Our 

f) (1\\ ( f, t~ Qffic r, Roll Martin, is in p ldCP, h •.wing 

hrought .I wl',ll lh oj experit'IH " nut ne e,sM il ), gliding, 
irom flying \\'ith K,,' lrpl from Uciih,lm. V [< w i, h 

YOll well. Roll. l\t,y <lpol(lgi·..., for b.wing mis~ed out 
record ing Andy H,l lkwi l l', ,,,,,mri <It the AGM oj the 

cup for the 11l()~! progrD during the P(lst yeJr with 

his fi"l .100klll ;111<1 Ass i,t,lIlt Instruc tor rdt ing. We 
under, t,lIlri tha t 0 [< -f, is Oil ~ i t e w ilh I3UGC invulvellleni 
- more. I.llcr. 

Harry Williams 

The Soaring Centre (Hus 80S) 
IN 200 l, Illemhers did S8 i light) oi over .100km or 
more ,1IKI J J fI ight, 01 500km or mOl(" with tl", longest 

ovcr;1 11 flight \)cing (, J Okill . D~vc 1J0oth won th l-' cluiJ 
ojll'n ladder, " nrl ,\-I,\1e GUd(d \Von Ihl' d ub weekend 

ladder. Well done to ('V<'rynrl('. The singlc-,«,]t hang'" 
door hdS lwcn f( ·lJui lt. nH.' clubhoust-" lJunkroonls and 

()iiict' h ~l V(' .1 11 b<"'('n rcdl'c nr~ltl'd and the lunct ion roum 

sOlJndproot'cu. Th,II1 \(:; 10 "I I w ho helped. ;\ " new nH' Ill ­

b rs liaisoll !jroup" IlJcrek Abh(y Ri 'h,Hd L""Be " nel 
Chris Lee) w ill h Ip thr'lll to find their lect, ilnd prOV ide 
ddv icl' Jnd guidance 10 exist ing members ii rE'quired . 
Our club Puch;, I , FWT, h.., h '( 'II reiurbi,herl dnd 

,<:- lifr't! in POI,l l1d. A lull progf'iJ11 1111C' of >(, ia l evenlS is 
bping orfl~ ni ('d by til(> Ilus !los "5" tedlll , ;tJrting w ith 

Ille "L.1U nch 2004" p"r1 Yon /\rril J II. Th BGA slart 
operati()l1$ here nn Apri l L ur wcekda fl yi ng ourscs 
wi ll ,tdrt un April J 3 . The d uh /\G,yl wi ll be held on 
April _4. The fir>l leg oi th i, )'" .r''i intt.'r-club I ,gu~ 

wi ll he " t I Ius !los 011 Mal' l -J . (lJude Woodhou se 

cel ehrated 60 YP,1rS o ffl)'ing w ith .1 n ,lpl>(,," dlll"(' O il 

Cenlrdl TV. It i_ with s~dness th;]t We' r('porl Ih"l PC·t( 'I· 
Avery, J l ife Illember 01 Ihe cl uiJ, d ied in f chrudry. 

Siobhan Crabb 

Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsey) 
Ti lE \\,p,) t!wr Il dS sttlrtecl to impr()vc:~ so Wl' rlr<.' hoping to 

~Od r (Jil L( ' Jgdin. Some...' lu<:ky nu,~.mbers were abl e to 
en joy the w int r Wnv( ' over Kirlon. ~ pr r hlll nn 

Christmd5 Eve. Alan S[)('ncer and KGh hong haw 
,olo · r! Jnd john M argrave hilS passed his Brom o well 
done. sad ly, Kah ha.s to leave uS due to job reloelt ioll; 
w (·"re surf' you' ll he w elcomed ,11 Pocklington. 

Fo ll owing the success of Our Chri slmas Di nner we 

luok IUfW.lrd to our dnnua l oinn" r and prizegivinll in 
M arch. M l'mher. are st<lrt ing 10 gel r xc itecl aboul 
the fort hcoming vi sit, in April , ot the Fox acrobati c 

glider. 
janet Nicholso n 

Ulster (8eHarena) 
SA!'>."" (lilU> J IllI' to the riub a lew day~ before 
Chrisllll'" III til(' orrn of ):\":1111 aid approva l under a 
I'eacl ' I ' LU fund to th ' tu nc ()f £40,000 l()\V,,,ds Ihe 

purchase Df .. Im1l10-n" '" 0 -50S. TtJiTl ~nl\ddy, club 

s n etil l)', supported by A lan Me Kil len e FI deli vered the 
siory of his sin g l ~- hand(>d ,lChievenlPnt In J packed 
extmordi nar), meeting in Ih e c-I uhhou>-'. Delivery is 

exp ted in janualY 2005 . The winter months are being 
u,E,d to bring at least eigh t pil ots up to Bron ze standard 

wilh I"clures on the w rit l · n P,l P rs Jtthe club to he 101­
luwed b)' an in tense glid ing illstruction vveek in cJr ly 
M.:.Hl h. The new c:o mmil-tcJl f;' has ;1 C one of i' ~ m Cl in 

ubject ives to rigorously market i ts r mouci "nei ottract 
new mpmhership. Various 111 , rketing initi .1 ti ves are 

und", consi(i l"rJt ion, incluoi ng thc launch of a new 
bro,hure design ,d to exp loit Ih ' ex it menl and pure 

QnQrgy nf Our s!,o ri . J 

Seamus Doran 

Vale of White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
vv hdd our AGM in 'd rly j<l nLJo,y • nd om l'xiSl ing 

l (,,"m lnee IVd S rl'-ele cd. With till-' "eld itlon of G,aeme 
Scott who runs our wl'\)s itl'. Our pl"ns ior 2004 include 

d n exp "clition to rkn hi gh in Idle tvtLlfl.h, dl1 ope.n we 'k, 
"Eel 's week", the b<lnk hol iday week Jt Ihe l.leginn ing 
01 JvlJ rLh, ..HlJ Ll c()l11pdition (Jvl....r Ih(- period of th0 

Il;,nk Iiol iday week ;.11 Ihe end oi March . W e .In' ,lis" 
inveSli g;)l ing the possibi li ty o l 5t;lrl ing up,J VVednl'st/ ,lY 
olwrdti() I1. 

Graham Turner 

Vintage Glider Club 
RE. ORI\fIUNS in prngres, in ilrilain include the' Muc;, 
100.11 B(}nl1C'rdo\\'n, whi h is (llmost rC' :-Hly to fly, .1IlU 
the Minim"" ,It Lundun, \\'hich nperis oilly I'.linting. Thl' 
('..mop), i~ being put together hy Peter UnciC:fwood . AI 
l)noker, Our members now 0'1'11 the T·21 1.>, ,1I1e1 haY(' hJd 
a fine d()~C:-'d .1 111l11injUrll tr,lil er bu i lt for it Grah.JIll S~l\ 

is re-i,lbricing anri repa inti ng his Lunak. rhcrr Kit e II is 
"ll11u,t rl',tmed ;,nd , huulrJ be flown thi s sumllWr. Chr is 

RJine ,lnO '''Ill ily took th" ir Kit" 11 10 till' :l1s1 
Int ma tion, 1 1<,1111' J , the' (.Jll ly llrit i,h ('ntrJIl\; the d is­
t.lI1C C ~ nd twu ft-~ ITy Lro(,~ i ngs prcv(lllted ()t~l{'r Brit ish 

c il trie':! hut 111 (1 rdll)1 \\'d5 d SUCC{'s-~ wi thHJ glid('rs: singk .. 

ent r ies frum NurwdY, Swedcll , France, Swi t7.cri ;-l11d. 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:gr(1i.1t
http:lVww.>uulhlunclongliding.co.uk
http:dnl1u.l1
www.SCOllish8/idil1,~centr{'.co.ukJ


Obituaries 

Austr ia ,1nd Britain , ,md mu ltiple oncs from Germany. 

Denma rk . r inland .1t1d Il oll ,' nd. TIl<' 12ml Inttofll ti liona l 

Vinl"ge Rai l)' is tn b~ helri 111 AuguSI .)1 l~liw i c(' in 
Poland, where il new 1'll r, S,lIdll1andril is I~ i ng buil l 
and where ., ., wooden s,1 1Ipl.ln('5 ,ore .l l rl'~dy , irwmt h),. 

They inr lude th" 1.1 t ,l i lwllrlhy ),ISkol k.l in Pnldnd. 
recenll y purchased 111 B('l glum. It is Ihe rrst trl11C thoI 

Ihe VG has b(,pn to Pul.mrl. The \lG 2004 

Rendezvous Kal ly w ill he the week hetore at )ezo\<\,. Ihe 
histone GrunJu silc. In the CL(' h Repub lic. Iwo more 

O rl iks haVl' bel'n ",stoH'd Iq flyi 19 condilion ,1nl l thei r 

n 'IV Hob de T('IIi ·1, IHJuid be r ~dy thi ~ ye.lr. In Fram e. 
an Ai r 100 and ,Ill I:dc lweiss IMVC bE'l'n reslored to it '. 
In the '('Ih · rI ~1I1d<': 1 l l'V,I glider nIlJ~eUl n~ the 

I\v iadrome', ha, been (ound d. All Ihe gliderr; can be. 

••doptL'Ci. reslored and iluwn by Dutch VG memh r5. 

Thl, i~ a greal " 'dmpic iot n th r ·ounl ri , In ,erma ny, 
,1 new Huller 112H-l has !low n and a nI!'" Li ppisch 
designed "Grllnl' r nst " is c/u !.! 10. A loorlh dirworth , 

Kralli,h 2B·2 is 11 ing rt"\tored ill ong wi th Iwo Zugvogc l 
Ja, . Sc<! PJge 15 of Ihi s iS511 t' lor news of Ihe 1-lo rt ('n5 

Lhal ,HI ' iIl'in~ rebu il t in Germ any. 
Chris Wills 

Wel.land (Lyveden) 
IT i w ll ll gredl sadnes, Ih '1 l we pen this repnr!. 

Members uf Ih is c lub, and their respeclive IJmili es. 
grieve ior Ihl' In $ of Oll r ml:ml.)(er< John H e,llh and 

PhIlip Swind n In " glldi n!' ,\C ci d ~1l1 al J ne,lrhy t lub in 

Jan ua ry. More c;)n b ioun I in Ihe obi luaries /see figh l!. 
Th · last c lub nel om itted 10 mentiun Iha t John I-I(,.llh 
h,lri won tit cluh·, 26 Cup. fo r thp i,..te51 10llkol 

Iri.lngle 1.1 t yea r. It .s .• dlh.ll he ca nnot read h. n.llne 

in lighl> hNe. 111 c lllit wi,,' r m.• int 'II,IIK" is iJc'ing 
1,1kcn on wi lh hc.lv)' he,,," a~ Ihe i ield -lowly r«covcrs 

trom ils winter soakinA. Many of our lub memb"" ,llsn 
knew Bob Sharma n. ,.nci our respc ts dnd condolenccs 

nre o(i 'red holh to his lamlly ;)nd In the ne,Hhy 
Peterburough & Spalding . Looking to the tu tur(', oLi r 

,IV ini/in we k is s('t fur AI ri l 1q.;> 1 ~ubjeci In rl ·mJn,1. 

Ou r 0 1'<: 11 W !Ck.'nti is ,thC'dul{)d Or M~\, 13-9 bU l may 
be suhj <-lID move i ll 1111<' w .lh the Nal ion.ll Gl idillg 
Wc«i-. Our Flying \,\i(,t·k i, 10 loi neid • w ilh Upwood's: 

August 7- 14. 
Slrzeb 

York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
THE u[[i cers c letted , I the !\GM were: Ri chard Srnilh. 

Choirmdn, Hu"""rd Mc[)crrnoll · l<ow, Secret Jry .•nrl P,1lI1 

Ilcpwnrth Tre.lsurCr. M ike' ( ohler remil ins CFI. The cL uh 
is del igh! d w it h il ii n('W [WO-s,C\l\/.'r, ,1 IO\'l-' ly Gro!> A CTO 

II I, wh i' h h,1' Wnv,··d exlr('I11('lv 1'01III!.".. WI' ,HP looking 
lu rw(J rd to hdving twu gl.1s <; Ir,till(,(s gu ing cros,,·cOlJI11ry 
(I.) ~;Hi~t'y th e. in<.. (l'.ls ing dl.'ll1,)I1(1 irolll our Hron z-(' pil()[~ 
who h.tve Cl mtrihuted tu in Cf<..\l:-(-'d nH'm l)(' !' ~hip in the 

p.1S! ye.l r or 111'0. The new bllildi ngs Ih" l w ill col11pri sc 

our n('w cluhhou:- l ' ;H( ' .lnlicipdl<'d to Iw on "ilt' in the: 
l1('.n fulurl' . Thi ~ should give U'" ,1 s llp ~ 'rh I.ze ili ly to t ',II('!" 

ior virtu lI y .1/1our indoor needs. \I\'c' ,I f(' currently 
.1\\'.lil i ll g pl.1I1 ning I)( 'r rni ..;,~ i(ln to go ,)IH',)(1. 

Mike Cohler 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
Ti ll tJrpr(l~Kh illg ... pring h .l~ hrought ~omC' luriou5 wpst 

winds .l ll d Ill(' rt'lurn oJ the W,IV(, h.l f. r()ng r.l l.u I Jt ion~ 

gu to lohq 1\I\.1 r<o; h for lnl11pl(·ting hi ... BroIl 7(:' ill .1 lial l;! 

over a Y('dr from :'\010 , ,1I1d In .111),0110 w ho m,u le il to 

the seri()usly ~n(J\\,l'cI - i ll i"l'\\! Yt'd r's Fvc p.lrty, RegLl I.} r 
vi , itt '" w ill 1)(' plC'J"'d to Il':lfll Ih.ll. Ih.lllb 1••rg~ly 10 

Ihe eli"rl ni "('(C( ( ;;,)'. St ll .•rt I~ ('dl nn , Kelly J.lmki . e hri , 

Tc~~I" ,lnd e hri, D.l ),. Ihe rinrmilori('s .1n" "ullkrooln 
11,\\,(, \)f'PI1 (' ;...:t('Il~iv('l)' f(\\-.lITl !l<'r !. i'\('W Imv(lr C(lilings, 
.I Iresh cuat (II p,lin!, .lIld :-,CJlll( ' dh~r,ltio!l~ to the 
fLlrnj s hing~ have' I{,d to d ,)()In-;, im pr()vE'nl('nl~ riw l luh 

hds JI ,o , ic'eid"d 10 s,,11 111l' I"'II" ' lll·I), w(·I1 -(''1uipjl<·d 
tourcr ( ,HdV;} ll I)()ught hy the 1..11(1 Daphne Sh<1rpe SClnw 

y(\.H~ d 8 0 <";'Ol1t,lCt t ilt' (lui, (or illon' d(\ld il~. \. . 
Alex May ~ 

Apri l - May 2004 

John Abbott - Midland, Staffordshire 
)O H N (1 34-2004) ilew hi, ii r,1solo in I g41l " S.\I1 Air 

C ld<'1 at Shrcw;bury 5 hool. On le.wing school Iw did 

N.Jt ioIlJI ~ervjce in the .Hmy, WdS commi S5 io ll l::'d during 
hi, 1.1st lVf'ck and prompt ly 1(' 11 10 return ti) ~ivlli " n l i ic. 

H hJd IIVO hohbie; - fishi ng "nrt .ll'rol11od( ·l lIng - "olh 
oi w hich h~ pursued wi lh iJn"t ic.1 1allent ion to detail. 

III 198B h relurned 10 glid ing. H(' jo in('d Ihe M idland 
G dnd b ughl , share in Ih • ( 1)'rnpi.1 4·r,0 ; I H. It lVas 

around this l ime Ihal Sta f(ord5hirl' GC \\', l~ becom ing 

I! t:lbli shed unly il I~'W mile irolll h is hOllle. lie jo ined 
and shortly aiterwords helped iorl11 J syndicate to huy 

Ihl' 0 lvmpi,1 4 19 'W ild Gumc" origin,.lI y owned by Sir 
PIOI 'r S (Itt . ,1nd SI'I about rt-'sllIring th is iJe.111liiu l glidl'r 

10 i ls origin.ll cond i tion and co lour " heme. 1\ 1 bOlh 
clulJ, he i< lonuly rcmel11i.Jcrt'd [or his w icked s<,nsf' oj 

humou r and b,lrb d wil. l-il' W l 15 very good ,It w inding 

up Ihe 111 m sel[ important me'mbers alld Ih"n deflating 
them mercil esro: ly. Fullowing .\ vC'ry "uc cc.s~ (ul C' df('( '( he 
relir(:ld four ye.-lfS .:1gn onl y In 1)('\ ~tru k dow1l hy (',1I1( e. r. 

Ih,s was "1'p<Henl ly Qverconw ,1I1d he r<'furn ·d 10 ilving 
.l nd ii shing. I-Ie W,' Idkf'n I II .lg.lin ju,1 l>rior 10 
Chri s ll11"~ ,lnri dircLI1I-'acciu ll ),. whi ch is probdl)ly 11ll' 

only thing he pV' r dirl jl ,~arcfu lly. in J"ml.ll\,. 
Chris Ellis 

John Heath - London, Weiland 
)OHN died in hl, 'pit,)1on l,lIwdry In dfl Pr ,. gliding 

aLc ident carli er il l th", (by. Ori gimlly ir\lm Ih 

D on ster ~re .., he slarted gl iding ..II Dunsl.l"'" in I 'JBb 
when hi ' job moved ne.dlN lOlldon. III 1'J'J l he 

est"bl ished. in memory oi hi, "111 who wa s kti lecL in ,1 

road acc.ci nt, Ihe Adrian Ile.llh Trol'hy. to Itt: awarded 
10 ,. ,ldN .)nnudll y .11 Ihe London GC In 1994 )lIhn 

bc---ca mc an ,'\s:i istant Instructur .11 DUIl~tdhl e c.lI1d WllS lor 
some lime Ih(' Vi e- hairman. Then, 01ll ir ipJl ing reti re­

ment in 19913, he 1l1Oved 10 Deen · thorpe . nd soon 

joi ned Welldnd Gc.. He w~s Chai rman from 2000 until 
~002, at the same time conlinuing to instruct al 

Dunstohle. John WJ> .1n e perienced p i lol w .th 3075 
louncil ('S ior ,1 1111, 11 "i ) 120 hour. 111 46 d ifferent Iypes 

fl f 1\1ide", in .ldel il io" he hael u8 hours in hi. PPL loS' 
book. lohn', !!xl'"rien e ,lncl enlhusi asm wi ll he gre. I ly 
missed b)<uuI ll cl ub, M.d h.s contr ibu liun ttl Ihcm ovcr 
many )'ear~ Wi) , reco gnis(..A(] by the n1 J(1)' members; of 

bUlh cl ub, whl' wprl' .I t hi, iunpro l. I-Ie is surviwci by 

hi s witt' Sue ;) Ild his d.lUghlcr SMJ h, tn V'ldHlll1 we 
px l €' I)( 1u u !" "Yl1lp;)lhi('~ ill lh ~ ir Ir.lgic l u ~s . 

Meyrick Jones 

Robert (Bob) Sharman - Peterborough 
& Spalding, Vintage GC 
nl FER[ T peop le w ill remember Bob n 22 -2004 ) ill 

di tlpr 'n l rnll'S b e'U, he h~d such ~ [" II "!ld v0ripd 
l i le. )tli ning Ihe Linctlln hire fJ" li~e 015 " 1 f, ·Y0,.r-old 
adet and a ll r the w i". .1 l1ain ing Ihe r.lnk oi Chiei 

Superinl 'noell t, h is l.dre.t'r W .:I :- interrupted hy wclrt imt' 
' ('rvi e in Ihe Royal Navy, w here h ,C'r ('d ~board 
Motrllli''''p''do Boa!s anri wa oward « I the DSlvl inr hi, 

p.l rt i'l "lYi ng his ho~ 1 •• ilf'r th., capw in ordc'lf'd il 10 be 
Jbantioned. Ii i, r<:iu; .. 110 abilndon did nOI go clown 

wel l in il iail y hullVas Iypical oi Boil. In Ihe e,Hly I'JS(h. 

h", dbcov ' n'fl gl iding ,lnd th r w hirnsf'l f inlo il w il h h i 
USU;l! gusto. He e vcl1lu...llly bC'tdl11e.l civilian instructor 
lor Ihe ATC; was COlllllli ss iol1c--,d in lo rhe RAr V I~T .mel 

hecoJnw or of Ih • ,\ ir C lClet ,Iiding School .\1 R/\F 

Hl'ms\Vc ll. For much oi his li fe, he was oJ member of 

Peterborough & S I'~lding ce. \Vh '" he: was instru ctor, 
lug !l ilo l and (n r 'Ollll' )"""', l h.lirm.lI1. lip Ir.II'," II ",d 
Europe to allend VCC K.tlli es. ",hme he was a popular 
character .1 11V.1)'S r.'<lIly to h·ll' . I-DIILlIving Ihe ("'.dh o[ 
h i ~ rir~t Wil(" j\~<Hy, Bob vi-;i tcd re \ati vr", in ;\u sl ral ia, 

whE;' re he wenl £.!iding lnd J. lsu nl (::1 Sylv lJ, whom he 

rn~"r i ed in 19Q5. S)' lv i<l Illok Iu glid ing .1IldllPI;.1111e a 
Ilillli l" hel OIYn I tghl. She hJ. beeil l:loh \ dewesl 
comp~Hl i o llr supporting him th roughou t, unci intends Iu 
conl illul' flying. Ruh ,1l so It;!dV(,'j h(' l1i l1 (1 .1 ~on, Richdrd, 

"nd ,1 dilughler. Anni e. L.llt year.\I Ihe club . •1 memher 

was heard tu say "I hOj.Je I ,1m as fi l dS Ihat al 80". Bob 

w as jJl"y inf; roundprs with Ihe k id~ "nd 1.'lUnching waler 
bomb, ~ t the time. I I is ,1grea l loss 10 IhC' gl iding 

cOlllmuni ty. I am sure Ih;" i [ BniJ had ,1 parti ng 111 sage 
it wou ld be: "Get ,lirbornl'. me boy, there' li fl " II over 
Ihe skv". 
Martin Ewer 

Philip Swinden - Weiland 
IT is h,,,,.1 10 b l icve tha t Philip Swind 'n ( 1989·2004) 

joined us on ly last ' pring, such was Ih~ ill1pn"sion h(' 

m"ric on .. II w ho met hi m f rom the Sldrt it wa. obvious 

Ihat he IV,b goi ng to be ,111 exemplar) d ub member: 


Ih r leMI)' 10 unp.!! k Ihe hangdr; Ir:.'ping on the traclor 

10 felch caiJll'S; hurr)'lI1g out 10 relrieYe I ~ ncling gliders. 


Philip hod " 111"luril y beyond I,i s yedr, II'h il,t sti l l 

mitint71 ini ng the f'nlh u$ia~m oi you th . He hJn a I.lnl"sl i( 


abi li l)' (0 lalk 10 .1I1YOIl C ,meL" rea l sense oU lln. His 

sl1l il e wi ll \I •• )' in OUI h~Jrl5 .lnd minds [or yNrs 10 


come. Taken frnm us jllst the day aiter hi s 1Sih birlhd.J )·. 


Phili p 's natural apll tude and love 01 flYing shone 

Ihrough. His amb ilion w as to he< il p il ol in Ih Flef'1Air 

Arm ,1nd a lr~rly he had I'rrtuali y rc,lchC(15010 standard 


in gl.d rs . l ie was always cager to Iearn. and he had 


m.II1Y inlerests. Includ ing sJillnB, fi shing, Ihe Scouts Jild 

th e d arine!. Philip .• ··hi I' d;o much in ,1n .111 ·IOO-short 


l ife Ihal he iS.1n inspiralion to all oi L'S fort una le 

enuugh to know him. H i, lu" i, a tragedy iur h i, [.l 111il y, 


our c lub. Ihe gl iding l11uvemenl and th,.. world at Idrgc. 


Our Ihoughls nrc wi lh his p.~r" nt s, Kev in ~nd GiII i~n. 


his brol h~r, Andrew, and his isl r, ) i d. 


Jane Cooper & Brian McDonnell 

Dick Toop - Dartmoor 
WE have all heen sadden rI by Ihe rle.-lth ni D i,k T(.op 
(1')1')-2004). H e lived his whule lilt' un Ihe (Jm il y larl11, 

lJirthplace o i Fra nci, D rake, some iour miles SOutit 01 

our site. D ick qu.l l ii ied ~ < a 'lYli engineer. I-Its hie 
interCSI throughout hi, li fe \Vas in horses bUI he alSi) 

I"Jm I lo lly dnd for "whil h" l<I d PP L \Nhen in 198G 
as M ayor 0 Tavlslo k he p.lld an ofi.e,," visit to Ihe 
gl iding cl ub Ihis i llterest IV~" slrun~ly revivc<l: he joil1l'cI 
tile d uh and supporterl .111 iLS,WIIV ili«s . I II houghI a 

li ie rnembership, look a share in .1 K·6 and lIew w hen­

ever I)o.sib le. Altj1 0u ~h n"v(·r. greJI so,lri ng pilot he 
d ,1Im('d th.l l ev.,n a [" IV minute> rly lng solo did hi ('~" 

anrl hi s liver a power o f ~oocl . I~ lVas Ihe kind of solicl 
suppurler we all n!.!I·d 10 kl'Pp Ihe spo rt po pu l,Jr and 

incius iv,,". In 1g97 he married hi s chJrming young 

Miranda lur.1 period of g",al h:.pp iness. I i k IV i ll lung 

UL' ' ''membered fo r his enl husrJsrn. his humour. hi 
unstinting profession,,1 h 1[1 in " " 'Cli ng our hong"r ,md 
clubhouse .Inc! [o r hi s inexhJuSlible lund oi slori l". lie 

ha-, hf'fo'n gwally missed cit Ihl' club since he rel u 1,\I1tly 
gaVl' up glid ing .11 th Jge 01 (12. We •..11 ,",Ipod our 

rI~ep symp~ thy lu .vl ir.. nrb ..ntl to h is Sf p-bmil y. 
Phil Brett 

Edwin Whipp - Bath & Wilts, Inkpen, 
Bristol & Glos 
IT is w ith de p 5<1(ln S tha t W f<'port tl1(' cI 'alh of 
I'dwin W hipp ( 1933-2003), jusl J if'VI' clays bpi" r.:; 

hr isl l11ds and hi 70th birt hday. Edwill h,lcl, unlil 

Hlcent ly, been L~cturc r in Elcctrica l Engineer ing at Bath 

UniV(' !'Sity. H,· 'I Jrtcci g liding in 19(,<) with Ihe Balh 

& Wi lts cl ub "I Kecvi l dncl ilf'1I' at Comrtnn Abhas Jori 
Inkpcn beinre joining Nympsfleld in 1')7(,. He joined 

Ihe lung-cstahlished St.lI1d",rJ ·rrus ' yl1dicate ~52 In 
107') and parti( ulJr ly ('njoyed taking Ihe p, lide1 10 Le 

I3IJnc and Chauvigny in c nl ral rran c;e, pref rring the 
[Iall"nd, 10 Ihe eXCi tement of Ihe Southern A lfJ l . For 
m.lny ye.u s he was an inslnicior ,11 both Keevi l Jnri 

Nymp liele!, and ma ny pup tl , \Vii i have benefi led Irurn 

hi , qui el :lnd un luffl,-rl guiri, \I1co. S~ dly. lust when il 
looke" .15 ii 110 h,ld ovcrcomt: hi, illness, Ih" fin ;.1bl ow 

st ru ck . Our deepest sympalhies go 10 ~lriciJ, Ihe 
children .ind gr;lI1(khtlciren. 

Chri s Hughes 
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BGA Badges 

No Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

.aDIAMOND 662 Michael Davis Wrekin 11 / 11 /03 Learning to Glide? 
663 Richard Chapman Bidford 20/6/03 :I664 Richa rd Jones Cran'Neli 11/11 /03 - No Course availability? 
665 Thomas Rose London 4/12103 


666 Jim McLean Clevelands 11 /11 /03 
 U Check out Shenington 667 Tim Davies Cranwell 11111 /03 


668 Peter Kingwlfl Cranwell 26/11 /03 


669 Michael Gee Lasham 1017103 
 m 
distance 1-967 Michael Roberts Cambridge 14/8/03 The Friendly Gliding Club c1-968 Charles Cooper Bicesler (0 Downs) 2611 1/03 

1­
1-969 Gareth Baker Cranwell (0 Downs) 12/ 11 /03 

1-970 Dave PoSIIOIhv lit! Chi/ terns (0 Downs) 1-9/ 11/03 -a JII: We are special and this is how we do it: 
1-97 1 Michael Davis Wrekin (Darling Downs) 11 / 11 103 1- :s • Flying 7 days a week 1-972 Stuarl Duncan Wrekin (Darl ing Downs) 24/1 1/03 • 

1-973 Richard Jones Cranwell (0 Downs) 11 /11 /03 ­ • Grass/Hard runways (weather resistant!) 
1-974 Nicho/as Ne\!/ton Booker (New Tempe) 4/12103 U 

1-975 Richard Chapman Bidford 20/6/03 •
" 

0 

• Value for money courses - guaranteed
1-976 Thomas Rose London (New Tempe) 4/12103 


1-977 Jim McLean Clevelands (0 Downs) 1 1111 /03 :s number of launches 

1-978 Tim Dav1es Cranwell (0 Downs) 11111103 
 0 U • Professional Instructors - maximum ratio 2: 11-979 Peler Kingwill Cranwell (0 Downs) 26/11/03 .. C -

.a 

•
1-980 Ian MacArthur Midland (Bicester) 1518/03 • Winch, Aerotow and Motorglider available 
1-981 Michael Gee Lasham (Fuentemilanos) 1017103 

I-
m 

"-
c 
m 

goal 2-2996 Charles Cooper Bicester (Darling Downs) 1­ • A friendly welcome to aU visitors 
17/ 11 /03 C "a. 

2-2997 Gareth Baker Cranwell (0 Downs) 12/11 /03 


2-2998 Paul Johnson Essex & Suffolk 20/7/03 e -m - Bar facilities avail­
Clubhouse, Bunkhouse 
2-2999 Stuart Duncan Wrekin (Darling Downs) 17/11 /03 •CI) able to members and visitors 
2-3000 Jim McLean Clevelands (0 Downs) 8/11 /03 


2-3001 Michael AbboU Staffs (New Tempe) 1/12103 


2-3002 Tim Davies Cranwell (0 Downs) 10/11 /03 

.c Shenington Airfield, Oxfordshire OX15 6NY 

2-3003 Shaun McLaughlin PSGC (Nympsfie ld) 30/8/03 U) Tel 01295 680008 • Email: gliding.club@virgin.netI

2-3004 Geddes Chalmers Highland 15/10103 


2-3005 Rod Chris lie Booker 6/5/03 


2-3006 John Roberts Midland (Nympsfield) 3018103 


2-3007 David Smith Deeside 5/t2/03 


2-3008 Ian MacArthur Midland (Bicester) 15/8/03 


2-3009 Julian Suuon Borders (Fuentemilonos) 618103 


height 2-3010 Terry King Wyvern (Benalla) 9/ 12103 
 ,':"~Li--;-""'/ ORDER PARTS, REPAIR MATERIALS WE PERFORM3-1622 David Rance Midland (Aboyne) 25/9/03 

3-1623 George Crawlord Oxlord (Omarama) 4/12103 f,:~f.: & ACCESSORIES FROM THE 
GOLD 

ON THE GROUNDf~.~2E) EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONALS 
2316 Paul Johnson Essex & Suffolk 2017103 ,,":3 AIV~Y TO KEEP YOU 
2317 Jim McLean Clevelands (0 Downs) 8/ 11 /03 


2318 Michael AbboU Siaffs (New Tempe) 1/12/03 
 -- - IN THE AIR! 
2319 Graham Paul London (Talgarth) 18/10/03 To complement ou r existing 
2320 Ian MacArthur Midland (Bicester) 15/8/03 worksh op faciliti es you can now 
2321 Rober l LockeU Siaffordshire (Porlmoak) 3/10/03 acceSSjl huge range of 

distance 2322 Julian SUllon Borders (Fuentemilanos) 8/8/03 Parts, Repair Materials and 
Peter Sharpe London 16/8103 Accessories from the comfort of 
Mark Pickersgill Kestrel (Bicester) 14/8/03 your own home - 24 hours a 
Paul Johnson Essex & SuffOlk 20/7103 day, most items available for 
Stuart Duncan Wrekin (Darling Downs) 17/11 /03 immediate despa tch. 
Jim McLean Clevelands (0 Downs) Slll /03 

Michael Abboll Siaffs (New Tempe) 1/12103 Simply Visi t; 

Shaun Mclaughlin PSGC (Nympsfield) 30/8/03 WWW.SVSP.CO.UK 
Rod Chnstle Booker 6/5/03 


Robert Lockell Staffordshire (Porlmoak) 3/ 10/03 


Julian Sutton Borders (Fuentemllanos) 818/03 


height Terry King Wyvern (Benalla) 9/12/03 


Charies Hay Booker (Aboyne) 22111 /03 


Dave Paffell Lasharn (Aboyne) 9/ 't0103 


Graham Paul London (Talgarth) 18/10/03 


Robert Lockell Staifordsllire (Porlmoak) 3/10/03 


SILVER 


11358 Andrew Hepburn Portsmouth Naval 30/8103 


11 359 Bruce Duncan Deeside 2ISl03 


11 360 Kevin Western Aall iesden 31 /8/03 


11361 Stuart Duncan Wrekin 17/11/03 


11362 Ernest Armilage Derby & Lancs 3110/03 


11363 Rod CI1fislle Booker 6/5/03 


100km 

PIS 1&2 Shaun McLaughlin PelertJoro & Spalding 30/8103 

Aerobatic 

T J Brook Standard Known 14/8/03 

o Nisbel Siandard Known 2619/03 
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MASON RESTORATION 

IIi 
Glider and Motorglider 


ColA Inspections 

Weight and Balance 


Repairs and Refinishing on 

Wood and Glassfibrc 


27 Kellett Gate, Low Fulney, 

Spalding, Lines PE12 6EH 


Phone: Dave Mason 01775723737 

Email: silent.f1ight@virgin.net 


Accident/incident summaries by Dave Wright 

AIRCRAFT DATE PILOT(S) 
ReI Type BGA No Damage Time Place Age Injury P1 Hours 
126 SZD Junior 3268 Substanlial 20·Sep·03 Talgarth 35 None 

1800 
The visiting pilot, taking his lirst lIight on type, returned to the airtield and lalled 10 notice Ihal Ihe wind had changed through 
180". Finding himsell 100 high approaching the up·sloping runway, he lIew a second circuil but was again too high and on his third 
attempl he touched a wingt ip as he slraig htened up, ground·looping the glider. 

127 K·18 None -Sep·03 Incident Apt 77 None 607 
At 700ft on a winch launch there was a loud bang as the right rudder pedal became disconnected. The pilot released and lIew a 
ca reful circu it to a crosswind landing. Subsequent inspection CQuid find no wear or defect in the adjusters and they could not be 
made to slip if correctly engaged. (second time on this glider type. Previously, other pi lot baled out) 

128 SZD Puchacz - Minor 	 -Sep-03 Incidenl Rpl - None 
1430 

This was one 01 about seven gliders Ihat had been left parked on the airt leld during a break lor lunch. While Ihey had been 
adequately secured for the morning conditions this was not suff icient when the rotor from the wave system moved across the 
lield. The gusling wind blew Ihis glider down a slope and inlo a wall. 

129 ASW 20 2589 Subslanlial 	 15-Sep·03 Feshiebridge 73 Minor 570 
1410 

IIWeatheralls 

Bicester 
Airfield 
To Let 

• 	327 acre grass airfield 

plus 1 or 2 "(" type 

hangars (approx. 

4,185 m2 each) and 

anciOary buildings 

• 	Suitable for use by 

gliding operations 

• 	Up to 5 year term 

available 

• Available from Summer 

2004 

All enquiries: 

Andrew Sack or 
Nick Alexander· 0207 338 4000 
andrew.sack@atisrealwea theralls.com 


nick.alexander@atisrealweatheralls.com 


www.otisreolweotherolls.com 

22 Chancery lane. l o ndon. WC2A 1LT 


After a turbulent initial aero tow through rotor, when the pilol experienced severe lateral excursions requ iring full aileron to 
conlrol, he released at 1.40011 in 4kls ol lill . This rapidly become 6kls and then over 10kls down as he headed lor Ihe airlield. 
His only option was to stall into the tree canopy, which caused substantial damage. 

130 LS4 & Libelle 2806 Subslanllal x 2 	 11-Aug·03 Didcot 52 None 3,000 
1553 44 None 1,000 

This MID-AlA COLLISION took place belween IWO gliders lIying in a nalional competition as Ihey approached four gliders 
turning right in a thermal on track. Before reaching this the first pilot turned left, surprising the other pilot (unknown to the first) 
following very close behind and who was expecting him to turn right. Both pilots were lucky 10 make field landings despite 
extensive damage. 

131 K-13 4634 Substanlial 	 2B-Sep-03 Aivar Hill 70 None 218 
1720 

The pilo t was resoloing after remedial training following an undershoot accident a month earlier (see report 143103). Aft er 
two well -flown dual Ilights he was sent solo. During the approach with 3/4 airbrakes he began to undershoot. He thought 
he had put Ihe airbrakes away bul had not and the glider undershol inlo a hedge. 

132 Discus 4030 Minor 	 09-Sep·03 Bicester None 90 
1710 

The visiling pilol had a liring day. He had Irailered Ihe glider from his club, rigged it, had a sile and field landing oheck in a 
motorgllder, Ihen a 90-minute soaring lIighl in his glider. He then look a hangar flight' it bul found lill and landed after an hour, 
with Ihe wheel up aller using the ulc lever (on Ihe same side as Ihe mig) as brakes. 

133 K-23 2997 Minor 	 21·Sep-03 Dunslable 43 None 1t 
1730 

The winch launch, wilh Ihe glider oUI of sig ht ollhe WInch driver, started normally bullhe pilol did nOI rolale inlo Ihe climb 
as it was too slow. He released the cable and tried to land ahead without using airbrake. This resulted in a pilot- induced 
oscillation In pilch and the glider bounced lour or l ive times before stopping. 

134 ASH 25 3909 Minor 	 12·Aug-03 Lasham 47 None 3,000 
1800 None 

This lield landing accidenllook place during a compelilion flighl. The very experienced pilol apparenlly was distracted by 
an unusuat vibration during the linal approach and fai led to keep the wings level immediately after touchdown. As a result 
Ihe glider ground·looped, damaging Ihe lailplane. 

135 ASW 22BL 3388 Minor 	 19-Jul·03 Herriard 63 None 2,200 
1615 

During Ihe linal glide in a competilion flighl Ihe pilot misjudged hiS heighl and, 100 lale, decided to land in a lield Ihat was 
now behind him. Turning sleeply, and now below 200ft In the 15kl wind, he could not reach his lield a'ld had 10 land in a 
maize crop and ground-looped the gl ider. 

136 SZD Junior 4042 Substanlial 	 17·Sep-03 Husbands 68 None 124 
161 5 Bosworlh 

Alter a delay for landing Iratt,c Ihe glider was launched. AI aboul 200ft Ihe airbrakes were seen to open and Ihe launch 
was abandoned. The pilot failed to notice the open brakes and did not lower the nOse sufficiently to gain enough speed to 
round oul. The very he"avy landing broke Ihe glider's fuselage. 

137 Grab 109B G-BZLY Minor 	 27·Sep-03 D,shlorth 5 t Minor 
Molorgllder 1705 40 None 

The motorgllder pilot landed slightly fast and with little brake. As a result he mishandled the brakes and directional control, 
allOWing the aircraft to s\"./ing towards a fuel bowser. The passenger applied correct rudder and stick to aVOid the hazard 
bul P1 Ihen pulled lull airbrake and wheel brake -lipping the aircrall onlO ils propeller. 

138 IS·29 Write-off 	 -Sep-03 Incldenl Api - None 
1530 

The glider was picketed '.'li th a trestle under both wings and a 25-litre water barrel holding each dO\'Im. The tail was tied down 
using IWO ground screws. Despi le this Ihe glider was Ilipped on to its back by a severe gusl, thoughllo be up 10 70kls.. The 
glider was written off. 

139 Astir 5040 tv1inor 	 28-Sep-03 Watlisham 32 None 1500 
1642 

The very experienced pilo t was seen ~ to carry out a tex tbook circuit and approach ' . Unfortunately he had forgo tten to do 
his pre-landing checks and landed with the wheel retracted. 

140 LS8 4450 Minor 	 28·Sep-03 Aboyne 49 None 320 
1745 

The visil ing pilot was seen 10 fly ' an absolulely perfect approach, 11'10 Ihirds brake, the speed was nailed .. ' and Ihe landing 
was ' beautifully held ott' .... but Ihe wheel was up. 

14 1 ASW 19B 3716 Subslanlial 	 28-Sep-03 Aboyne 45 None 28 
1751 

This was Ihe pi lol's Ihird lI ighl on Iype. During Ihe circuit he hil lill and found himself high on Ihe approach wilh a slighl lallwlnd, 
which he did not notice . Despite full airbrake he felt that he was not descending as quickly as In his previous glider 
types and, worried about overshooting, misjudged the roundout. collapsing the undercarriage. (cont on p64) 
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Accident/incident summaries (cont. from p63) 
AIRCRAFT DATE PILOT(S) 
Rei Type BGA No Damage Time Place Age Iniury PI Hours 142 
142 ASW 27 4279 Minar 12·Sep-03 Near Dufftown - None 680 

1320 
During a mountain soaring competition ffight the expe rienced pilot had to make a field landing. He failed to carry out his 
pre-landing checks and subsequen tly landed in the field with the wheel in the retrac ted position causing minor d8,mage to Ihe 
underside 01the glider 

143 K-8 2 t 92 Substantial 27-Aug-03 Rivar Hill 70 Minor 218 
1334 

The pilot started the approach with ~plenty of height but, after using lull airbrake. realised he was smking due to the wind 
gradient. He appears to have only parlially closed the airbrakes rather than close them and the glider lailed to clear the 
boundary hedge. (See also report 131103) 

t44 K-6e 1530 Substanlial 28-Jul-03 Wortham 73 Minor 132 
1405 near Diss 

After a Silver distance flight from a nearby club the pilot requested an aerotow retrieve . During the tow home the conditions 
were very thermic and he found it diHicult to control, having very little aerolow experience. The rope broke and the pilot 'Nas 
1051 so allempted 10 land in a I,eld. Aller changing his mind twice he hit trees and a hedge. 

145 Duo Discus - Minor -Sep-03 Ineidenl Rpt - None 
1300 

The very high winds picked up the parked glider and rolled it backwards Into some trees causmg minor damage to the tail. 
rudd.er, elevator and port wing. No d.etails given of any picket ing precautions taken 

2003-2004 

001 Ast ir CS 4953 Minor 19-0ct·03 Syerston 23 Minor 16 
1500 

Aller t\'lO check IIlghls the pilot was lully brieled lor a lirst lIight on type including a landing well into the lield During the 
appmach the pi lot encountered some wind shear, did not fully close the airbrakes, and appears to have become too stow 10 
achieve a normal roundout. The undercarriage collapsed and the glider slid to a halt on its belly. 

002 SHK-l 1623 Write olf 05-0ct-03 Bembridge 66 Serious 
1530 

Aller a thorough pre·llight brieling the pllol made hiS IIrst flight on type. On the aerotow the canopy opened and so he held 
it shul lor Ihe rest oltne flight Consequenlly, ralher than lose the canopy, he elected not to use the airbrakes and landed last, 
entered a pilot-induced oscillation and crashed heavily, writing off the glider. 

003 K-6cr Minor -Oct-03 Incident Rpt - None 
t545 

After its last llight althe day the glider was landed to one side 01the upwind end 01the airlleld. clear 01Ihe winch run. 
Following Ihe next launch, the cable fell across the glider causing minor damage. While the launch "vas normal and the 
re trieve prompt, the slight orosswlnd dnlled the cable across the lull wldlh 01the lield . 

004 LAK-12 4388 MInor 10-0cl-03 Kitson Field flttinor 

While preparing for launch the safety release pin on the glider's canopy jettison mechanism was removed (standard procedure) . 
Alter a brief interval the canopy Jettisoned without the lever being touched, falling on to the pilot 's head. It is probable that a 
w'eak return spring/mechanism enabled the ejection when the ca nopy rocked la!erally. 

005 DG-500 4134 Substanlial 18-Oct-03 Parham 60 Minor 824 
1540 None 1586 

Aller a short lIight the glider, lIown by two experienced pilots. returned 10 Ihe airlleld . On the approach, haVing selected 
landing lIap, PI then apparenlly mistook the lIap lever lor the alfbrakes. As a resuli he oversholthe airl ield and had to Ily 
R very low turn through 180 ' and land downwind. ground-looping severely. 

006 Alliance 34 4531 Minor 12-0ct-03 Milileid 51 None 1336 
49 None 62 

The visiting pilot was under training on a basic instructor course. As the area being operated from was a little tight for 
lake-offs and landIngs he chose to land short 10 keep the take-off path clear. However. the area chosen was rough and one 
ridge forced the tail down, cracking Ihe fuselage. The landing should have been made 'Nell into Ihe field. 

C07 Falke G-BKVG Minor 19-0ct-03 North Hill 52 None 267 
Motorglider 1215 74 None 352 

During the lake·off run Ihe motorglider hit a bump in the airfield and became airborne allow airspeed. The pHol carefully 
avoided a stall but the glider sank back on to the ground after about 15 metres in another patch of uneven ground. The 
engine noIe changed, indicating the propeller had struck the ground, and the take-off was abor ted. 

008 Twin Acro II 30 15 Minor 12-0cl-03 Wallisham 44 None 1250 
1738 22 None 0 

The student was being taughl approach control. roundout and landing . Aller a good approach he made a reasonable attempt 
at rounding oul but held off about one !ool high. During the not unusually firm landing a crack was heard. A very carefu l internal 
inspection found damage to the fuselage, which may have caused by a previous heavy landing . 

009 K-13 None - Nov-03 Incident Rpt 39 None 152 
1320 None 0 

During a trial lesson the instructor demonstrated ridge lilt to hIS student but later became too low to sa fely return to the airlield. 
Realising thi s. he chose to land on a large oommon , brieling his student. and carrying out a lextbook field landing. \. . 
The glider was aerotmved out of the field while the pupil returned by car. ~ 

LASHAM Gliding Society 
Notice of Share Buy-Back 
III the 1{)()O"s Lasha1ll (,liding Socil,ty L'lised fu nd., 

thro ugh lh e:' :-alc of ") !'-hilling shares . This fo rm of 
fU lld rai ..... i.llg b IH )\\- c:on ..... i(icrl" ci to he rl:du lldant. 

In ord e r (o !'"\imp lit\' th e ..... IJ:lre struc tU f<.; of thc 
Socier)' the t<lllowillg rc solmio ll W;·IS p~I.s""l:U :It this 
YC:H';:, ACM: 

Bya resoilllioll ofthe Gefle.,.alll1eelill..~ 
of Ibe So,-;ely OTI 121h April 2003, t.1I 
certified share... in issue lire C(lIu.:('fled 
lIlId tbeir par ,fa [u(' is reji",dable 

from I/)" sociely. 

La.., ilam Glidiog So..: i".. t)" will huy-back :111 !'"\ If(,: 11 sh;m..."s 
at tlH: ir 1:1".. l: value 

Ph...a!'-c nole thar the dl:"adlinC" Ibr claims is .) Lst 
OC[ol1<:r 2005. 

For a Share Ht:demption form plea.se con(;lt.:l the 
Se<..Tl"{~lry. I.a :>. hanl (;liding Socil:ry, la~ha.m ,\.irt1dd, 
Ltsham, I bm[,stlirc. Gl :; I 555 . Tef: 0125(,5" i')1I0 

ROYAL DEESIDE 
WAVE GLIDING SPECIAL 

at the 

Loch Kinord Hotel *** 
G.P.S. 

!\; 1lt590' 
1,002' 

; ;1 .0<)<)' 

Onlv I.5 llIiles 
from tIlt! 

DF.ESIOE 
GI.IDl NG 

CLVn 

7 NIGHTS BED and BREAKFAST/rom .i.110pp 
()[(i..:rtog t.:oml<)t·tabk accomlliouation , good food. 

:Ind a Iioe .sdccti()n of M;Jlt\"X'lliskr to enjoy hes iue 
cual I1rl:s. (Daily r.H e.~ avai lahle) 

HjRTItER GROUP DISCOU!WS .-oR PARTIES 10+ 

Telephone 01339885229 
www.lochkinprd_com 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 

INSURANCE? 


Contact: 

Tony Fidler 


Glider pilot for 35+ years 

40+ years insurance 


experience 

Telephone/fax/write to: 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 

Spalding, Lines PE12 90B 


Tel: 01406 362462 

Fax: 01406 362124 


Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Our friendly club atmosphere and all year round good 

gliding conditions, in Australi a, will ensure memorable 


flying, whether first solo or cross country. 

Contact Jim Stanley Phone +61 267697514 Fax +61 267697640 


E-mail ~jp~bjg~ 

Web info: ~ww.users.bigp-ond,com/keep-Ltsoaring 


www.market.aero 
Buy and sell 


your sailplane online 


Sailplane & Gliding 64 

www.market.aero


Classifieds 

Please send th e text of your advert, and your 

payment, to Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not 

to the editor). 


Please remember that, if you are emailing text, 

your adverl may not appear unless we have 

received payment by the deadline 


The deadline for classifieds to be included 

in the June-July issue of S&G is May 5 after 

which any adverts received will be published 

in the following issue. 


Text: 80p/word, minimum twenty words (£16). 

Black and white photographs: £6 extra 

Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 


FOR SALE 

SMOKIN VID 2004. All new awesome gliding DVD. 
Order your copy today. Only £10 + p&p. Visit 
www.smokinvid.co.uk 

K7 glider hangered Tibenham £ 1 ,500 ono. Tele. 
Malcolm Wood 07710 762588 

l-S8a 15m 2 1/4 shares or outright sale kent based. 
Very good gel, Becker radio, Bohli comp'. L-nav 5.8. 
Blue tinted canopy, lift top trailer with many acces­
sories. £8500/share contact peter w. 07939816679/ 
07764683068 for full details. 

15M TRAILER Aluminium AMF, insulated , 
rewired , axles and brakes serviced, new 
jockey wheel. Would fit most 15-18m glass 
gliders. £1400 Tel : 01494 865647 Email : 
peter @hurd218.freeserve.co.uk 

STANDARD JANTAR. 38: 1 glide. Good condi tion, 
New Clever Box Vario, Radio, Dolly, Fair Trailer. £7500 
Tel : Plymouth 01752 227779 

DART 17R. CofG hook, XK 10 & averager, T&S, radio, 
parachute, oxygen, barograph, tow out gear, rigging 
aids, trai ler. £4900 Tel : 01865 735833 

FOR SALE 
Probably the best example of a Ka7 in the country! 


Very low time machine in immaculate condition with new 

C of A. Al so, purpose bUilt all metal trailer, with twin axles. 


Would suit ka 7113/2 1. £4,750 ono. 


Phone Simon Waters 01304 375825, day 

or 01304 365189 eve. 


SF 25C Rotax-Falke 
TIlE IDEAL MOTORGllDER 
FOR TRAINING, SOARING, 
CRUISING AND AEROTOW 

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU 

GMBH 


D-r;~221 11,,,1,,,,1 . . \ugu'I - l'r:"I/C-~ l" 25 

'I'd: OOIY 01::\1 -72110:., JIJ' -:2f11'l 1 • I',\." -7~U)R'i 


UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink 

Tel: 01293 885147 • Fax: 01293 873214 


April - May 2004 

SkylNings 
is Ihe olficl8l monlhly magazine of Ihe 


Brilish Hang Gliding and Paragliding Associalion. 

£27 per annum subsc riptions from 


BHPA, The Old Schoolroom, Lougl1borough Road. 

Leicesler, England LE4 5PJ. Tel: 0116 2611322 


hllp:i/lesl.ebrd.com/skywingslhome.hlml 


ASW19B Excellen t condition. Aluminium trailer, Flight 
Director, Electric Vario. Radio. Winter Barograph, 
Parachute, T/O Gear. £13 500 Based Kent. Tel: 01892 
722460 (Mike) 

DISCUS BWL Complete outfit, mint condition. 600 
hours, 200 starts. Excellen t metal trailer. 01984 
623227 

NIMBUS 2B Excellent condition, low hours, Komet 
trailer, full panel and logger, GPS. etc. Tow out kit , 1 
man rig. good gel, fully sealed. £1650 Tel: Dave Peters 
01226295596 work 0797 3718809 mobile. 

BERGFALKE 4 in pristine condition. Completely over­
hauled and recovered in 2000. New trailer, easy 2 per­
son rig . £7000 offers. Tel: 01302 850913 

PIC 20b 15M flapped glider 42:1 at 63kt. 12 months 
CofA. Tinted canopy. Normal mechanical instruments 
plus Tasman Electronic Vario/Averager. Air Pol para­
chute d.o.m. 1999. Factory built fibreglass trailer. 3 new 
tyres June 2003. Currently based Talgarth could be 
demonstrated elsewhere if you are really interested. 
Offers around £8000 Tel : 0117 9109111 (day) 01934 
838096 (H) 07774 628110 (M) gordon.dennis@koala­
pub. co. uk 

SKYLARK3b. Exceptional condition throughout Must 
be seen. Aluminium trailer, GO Parachute, Garmin 
GPS, Rigging & Tow out aids. View Weiland G.c. 
£3500. Call John Parsons 01832 270055 or email 
dave.chisholm@btinternet.com 

LS3a 1978, 607 launches 2145H. One owner from 
new. outstanding condition - no accidents. Based 
Switzerland, Full panel , horizon. t/s , oxygen, ELT, 
parachute. Excellen t aluminium trailer, £12.500 
o.n.o. Enquiries to Simon Waddell : +41 79775 1557, 
simon @leswaddelisch. 

Omarama, New Zealand. Return container space 
for 15m glider available for 2004/05 season. Cost 
about £2,000 for 3 months of great flying. Shared 
use of LS6 also available. Contact john .gorringe 
@blueyonder.co.uk 020 8274 0250 

ROLA-TRAC. Excellent lirm trailer base. No more 
sinking in mUd. Click panels together, lay straight onto 
grass. Cost £750. Accept £500 ono. Richard 
07710368338 (Surrey) 

Gliding Magazine 
For the latest news, articles by 

leading writers, reviews and photos 
see <www.glidingmagazine.com> 

' ;:-.~ 

/~~

Cotswold Gliders 

http://www.cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

TOWBARS TO TRUST--.- ­
• 	 EC Type Approved bars ltSC a U o:JT monufocturor.s fi tti ng points 
• Fitting dou~ not affect the vahid c WOII only 
• 	 Lifetime guorontOle Ufld6J the W ittur Sh.iotd of Solely 


Sec Yellow Page!> lor- ycln" nea r!:l~1 spciofiJI fitter 0'" $tockisl. 

WinER TOWBARS, CHESTtR CH5 2NY 

Tel 0124428.:1500 · Wcb · www W'itterbwboncoU'~ 

ASTIR 15m Single seater, nice condition, 1/6 share 
based at Southdown, trailer, parachute etc. Low 
running costs. £1450 Tel : 01293 884393 kjgould­
stone @aol.com 

K6cr adapted for paraplegic flyers. optional hand oper­
ated rudder control (fully approved, with doc's). Really 
nice example 01 type. £3250 Tel : 01327 830897 

DG300ELAN in Komet trailer, parachute, oxygen, 
barograph, tow out geat. £20 000 Tel: 01905381261 

SPORT VEGA. Complete outfit including aluminiun 
trailer. T/O gear, radio, electric vario and parachute. 
Syndicate disbanding Rattlesden based, £5500 ono. 
Tel. Martin 01284 766621. 

SZD Cobra (1973). Complete with nearly-new trailor. 
£12,000 ONO. Ring John 07711 047832. 

DG100 GRP Traile r. Rigging aids and tow out gear. 
Filser LX4000 GPSlflight director and parachute. 
Based at Usk. £10000 Tel : 01886 880236 

NIMBUS 3 120,000 kms, ( 3 x round the world without 
an engine) £35000. Buy now before prices go up from 
D.B. James. Tel : 01492 585130 

COMPAQ AERO with all cables and software £35.00. 
Demand Mask with mic - New. Original cost £430 
£75.00. RAF 'H' Mask with mic used but 'S ' £35.00. 
RAF 'P' demand mask with mic used but'S' £35.00. 
Green Demand LP hose witl1 fittings - new £15.00. 
Dynamic mics to fit in masks with lead £9.00. Dickie 
Feakes 01869 245948 or 07710 221131 
dickie@fsd.uk.net 

SLlNGSBY SKYLARK II complete outfit. Airframe 
good condition, trailer needs repair/replacement Seen 
near Dunstable. Offers. Phone Graham 07905018998 

OPEN CIRRUS 18.8M, Very good condition , oxygen, 
parachute. GPS and logger. Full rigging aids and good 
trailer. £8500 Contact Martin McCurdie 
office @longmynd .com 078660 25252 (M) 01694 
722420 (eves) 

ASW22BLE AE50R 1999 molar glider. Excellent pertormer 
and condition. 4 II.'ater ballast tanks. 3 fuel tanks. tinted 
canopy. side vent windo,bug wipers.Oxygen,Zander SR940 
computer. GP940 logger inch.tJing compass oplion and 
remote control column mounted controller. Cambridge log ­
ger and display. Sage competition varia. Ditlel radio, solar 
panels for ground and trailer.2 winglet sels (24.8m and 
26.3m as per lalesl ASH25), Jaxida covers. Cobra FRP trail­
er yr 2000, with tow damper. electriC one man rig. tow out 
gear July 1999 for Bayreulh WGC (4Ih). reprofiled and paint­
ed polyurethane wings and lail and fuse lop. 760 hrs and 24 
hrs engine. Contact John Buchanan Auslral,a +61 7 5442 
7509 or jbukes @hotmail.com<maillo: jbukes@holmall.com> 

BGA M3 FACILITY 


ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 


PFA RATING 


HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon, kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality, 


All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer rash to large insurance claim . 

Kestrel/Libelle rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NOT testing of rudder drive. 


Engine overhaul. Engine approval. Machining ,facilities for wing pins, axles, etc. Tig welding. 

If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following 

Tel : Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380 

Email: office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk 


Mobile No. 07944 885117 

or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. OX29 6UN 


65 

mailto:office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk
mailto:dickie@fsd.uk.net
http:http://www.cotswoldgliders.co.uk
http:www.glidingmagazine.com
http:blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:dave.chisholm@btinternet.com
mailto:gordon.dennis@koala
http:hurd218.freeserve.co.uk
http:www.smokinvid.co.uk


VEGA 15117 1 Owner from new. 765 hrs. basic instru ­
ments. Garmin 100. parachute, tow-out gear. Metal 
trailer with new chassis. CofA to September 2004. 
Bargain £8200 Tel: 07770658438 

K21 - Compfetely Ref inished in 2-pack, Refurbished 
cockpits, Basic Instruments, 1 year C of A. £31,500 + 
VAT ana. Contact Paul Crabb - 01858 575665 or 
paul @crabb.biz 

ASW20 CL - Completely Refini shed in 2001, Lift top 
trailer, Oxygen, Bas ic Instruments, 1 year C of A, 
£19,7500no, Contact Paul Crabb - 01858575665 or 
paul@c rabb.biz 

WANTED 

Wanted Single Seat Turbo. Tel: 020 8398 8473 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

Seasonal Instructor required to assist Staff Instructor 
until end of October. Prefer minimum Asst. Cat. rat ing. 
Accommodation available . Send your details, marked 
'FAO The CFt' to: Deeside Gliding Club' Aboyne Airiield , 
Dinnet, Aberdeenshire AB34 5LB 

Wanted MGIR CAA Required, preferably retired full/ 
part time. Oxford area. Ring 01608677208 

~ ~[BWl~ 
See You Mobile = The latest in-flight program to 

~ run in your IPAQ - as seen at 
the BGA Convention 

Q) Download your copy from 
Q) www.seeyou.ws 

(/) Activation Fee £149.00 

See You v2.6 
Probably the best Task Planning and 

Analysis software yet - Try it today 
Activation Fee - Still only £88 

Barograph and IGC Logger BGA Approved 
Calibration· All Types £15 + £6 return post 

Dickie Feakes 
Bicester Aviation Services 

01869245948 or 077102211 31 
dickie@fsd .uk.net 

GLIDER 

INSTRUMENTS 


(M. G. Hutchinson) 

PZL,Winter and Smiths Instruments 

repaired and overhauled, 


Contact us with your requirements. 


Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 

Shobdon 


Nr. Leominster 

Herefordshire HR6 9LX 


Tel : 01568 708 368 
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Servicing, maintenance, C's of A, repails 
and rebuilds on composites, wood & metal, 

mall. mike@sky4aviation .co .uk 
WebSite www.sky4 aviati on.co.uk 

Tel: 01 97 680360 
Mobile: 07810 517916 

Branscombe Airfield.Branscombe,Devoo EX 12 3BL 

Sailplane & Gliding 

Shenington Glid ing Club oHers Individual Tuition 
with Bruno Brown. Specialising In: 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES 

INSTRUCTOR WORK UP TRAINING 


GROUND STUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPECTS 


All co urses will be ta ilored to your own requirements 
but will include: 

.I STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 

.I LAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERY TRAINING 

.I UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYING 

" SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH 
UNDERSTANDING IS BETTER 

Talk to Bruno on 

01295 258700 
www.glidetrain.com 

e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net 

THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

'P~ 

For almost 70 years our members 

have been enjoying one of the best 


Ridge Soaring Sites in Scotland 


Why not join us and see for 

yourself 


Scotland's Premier Training Site 

Training Courses for 2004 


Clubhouse accommodation, caravan and camping space 

Call us on 01592 840543 

The Scottish Gliding Centre 


Portmoak Airfield, Scatlandwell KY13 9JJ 

Web http://www.scattishglidingcentre.co.uk 


email: office@scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 
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Irvin-GQ 
Parachutes 
RD Aviation is proud to 
announce its renewed 
distributor contract for 
Irvin-GO safety 
parachutes. Irvin-GO was 
formed in 2001 from the 
merger of Irvin Aerospace 
Ltd and GO Parachutes 
Ltd. For more than 65 
years, these two 
companies have been at 
the forefront of parachute 
design and technology. 
With many thousands of 

ATR500 
The younger brother to the popular ATR600, the 500 offers the 
same excellent manufacture quality and reliability as the 600 
version, but at a more affordable price. Features include a 9 
channel memory (easily accessed via the top dial), a dual frequency 
display ­ 8110wing you to have one frequency on standby and 

CAMBRIDGE 
The Cambridge 300 series is once again 
in stock at RD Aviation. Based on over 
20 years of experience designing and 
building state-of-the-art instruments for 
soaring, advanced technology, including 
a 32 bit microprocessor and flash memory, 
makes the system versatile and easily 
upgradeable by the pilot. No more 
returning the unit to the factory or service 
dealer for firmware upgrades. 

MODEL 302 ­ Altimeter, Vario, Averager, 
Audio, Accelerometer and Secure GPS 
Flight Recording including engine detection 

The 302 contains the 
specialised sensors 
needed for a mode m 

safety parachutes sold 
world-wide, Irvin-GO deserves its reputation for 
innovation, quality and reliability. 

The Shadow and Silhouette safety parachutes are 
manufactured on the same production line and to 
the same stringent standards as their highly regarded 
safety and recovery systems (in use with the Military), 
giving that assUrance of quality and reliability essential 
with the purchase of safety equipment. 

The Shadow is a back-type parachute without seat 
cushion, for use in cockpits with 
limited headroom. Made from 
heavy-duty fabric, with a 
packed size 52 x 32 x 7cm thick 
it weighs just 6.8kgs. The 4.8m 
aeroconical canopy is designed 
for use in emergency escape 
assemblies and gives a 
smooth controlled Inflation 
at high speeds. The canopy 
is rated for use at all-up 
weights of 1115kg, speeds 
up to 150 knots and 
altitudes up to 

12000ft ASL. An "~~'iI~._""Jinflatable lumbar __ 
pad is provided for extra Silhouette 
comfort. Carrying bag provided. 

GQJSH £950.00 
The Silhouette has the same specifications as the 
Shadow, but with an integral seat cushion and cross­
over harness. Dimensions: 127 x 38 x 6cm thick. 

GQJSIL £950.00 

FREE catalogue 
Winter 2003{04 
Contact us for your 
FREE copy 

All prices include VAT at 17.5% 

Order value Cltllrge 
Below £25 t2.99 
£25.£100 £3 99 
OYer £100 E4 99 

one active. Squelch and volume are handled via the lower dial, 
and when used in powered aircraft the 500 has a VOX intercom. 

Tne ATR500 is a simple installation requiring a 57mm cut-out 
and 10.5 to 14v power input With low power drain (150ma on 
standby and 1.8A during transmission) and at a competitive price, 
the, 500 makes an ideal installation in gliders and homebuilt aircraft. 
Measures 178mm (without connector). 

ATR500 £769.00 New price - save £30.00 

A Fine Week of Soaring 
An exciting insider s view of the Mifflin, Pennsylvania regional 
contest from the back seat of a Duo Discus high per10rmance 
glider, with 15-time US national champion Karl Striedieck at 
the controls. Flying at high speed a\ treetop level over the 
Appalachian ridges or climbing under majestic snow showers, 
we get a sense of how a champion plies his craft. The supporting 
cast includes competition director Charlie Spratt, two-time 
world champion George Moffat, still a formidable competitor 
at 75, and the contest pilots and organizers. 

69 minutes, video. Available on DVD or VHS (PAL) 

The best film I have ever seen on contest flying. The photography is 
super and the story line perfect. 
CHARLIE SPRATI, Competition Director 

Juan Mandelbaum s new film, A FINE WEEK OF SOARING, is a must­
see for anyone interested in sailplanes, especially contest flying. Filmed 
at the Milll", Regionals, it is marked by stunning photography. much 
of it featuring the famed Pennsylvama ridges, up close and personal. 
In the 70 minute film, producerltlirector Juan. an accomptished soaring 
pilot as well as a professional movie maker, flies with Karl Striedieck 
in his Duo Discus on each contest day, and we get to listen to The 
Master 5 laconiC and often amusing commentary on why he does what. 
Several other pilots are featured, showing varied viewpoints on each 
day s flight, with experience va/ying from a World Champion down to 
a relative newcomer. An interesting and helpful added fe ature is the 
use of See You animation to show the tracks of some of the gliders. 
This film is a highly professional job and a delight to watch. 

GEORGE MOFFAT, 1970 and 1974 World Champion 

VlD/AFWOS £29.95 DVD/AFWOS £29.95 

Looking for a career in aviation? 
Airplan Flight Equipment are looking for further full and pan-time staff in 
our Manchester and Oxford Airport pilot shops. You should L'€ enthusiastic 
about flying, understand the needs of our customers and be able to learn 
about our wide range of products and services. Your daily workload will 

soaring instrument, and 
displays all the 
information needed for 
efficient climb and cruise 
on a single 57mm panel instrument, ideal 
where panel space is limited. 

C/302 £1,595.00 New Price 
- save £200.00 
MODEL 303 - Basic 
NaVigation and Final _ ___r.....; 

Glide Display 
The 303 display works 
in conjunction with the 

302. Using 302 sensors ~I!~~II 
and computing powe r. 1 
the 303-Nav combines 
GPS based navigation, wind 
measurement and final-glide calculation 
in a single, intuitive set of screens. 

C/303 £265.00 New Price 
-save £34.00 

CAA 1:500,000 charts 
Southern England 
The new edition of the Southern 1 :500,000 
is due out on April 22nd this year. In order 
to guarantee your position in the start grid 
at this year s competitions why not order 
one from us by telephone or online at 
sales@afeonline.com and forego that last 
minute panic l 

SOUTHED30 £13.99 
Northern England 

be interesting alYi varied - multi-tasking skills are essential! We offer fiexib!e The CM s Northern England 1 :500,000 
working artar-qements, a friendly team atmosphere in a go-ahead company chart is due for release 20th May. If you 
and competitive rates of pay. would like to back-order one please contact 
Send your C\I for the attention of us by telephone or online at 
Jeremy M Pratt. Managing Director, sales@afeonline.com. 

to afe@afeanllne.colTl ED27 £13.99 

mailto:sales@afeonline.com
http:1,595.00



