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Even ifyou fly without an engine you will f1nd something of interest in 
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Internatio al 

This n ew aviation magazine published by the British Gliding Association and The Soaring Society of 
America, Inc, edited by Gillian Bryce-Smith, longtime editor ofS&G , will give sailplane pilots some thing 
to r ead on the months they are deprived ofS&G 

The fIfth issue has much to entertain. 
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We welcome contributions and hope you will help us build a magazine which gives you a good, interest­
ing read. Please send articles and photographs to Gillian Bryce-Smith at 281 Queen Edith's Way, Cambridge 
CB1 9NH, England (tel (0)1223 247725, fax (0) 1223413793 e-mail <bryce.smith@virgin.net>. Please back 
up fax and e-mail with hard copy and, if possible, send a Mac disc or one in ASCII format. 

You may eithe r take out a sub ·cription, see de tails below, starting with July-August o r from No.1, the 
November-December issue. 
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timely. 
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JOINT AVIATION 

SERVICES LTD 


In Association with Besso Limited, Lloyd's Brokers 

AIRCRAFf INSURANCE SPECIALISTS 

Joint Aviation Services Limited, due to further expansion, 
is pleased to announce the following to all of our clients, 

current and future. 

We welcome to our team Miss Deborah Doyle, Deborah will be known to most of 

you from her previous positions within the glider insurance market. Deborah will be 


based in our London office alongside Besso Umited (Lloyds Brokers) . 

These changes enable Joint Aviation Services Ltd to quote direct to you 


from underwriters. Quotations should still be addressed to our Hampshire office 

on the numbers below or to our new address shown. 


CALL 

Terry Joint 01420 88700 Mobile 0802 708670 


David Innes 01420 88736 Mobile 0802658342 

Bernadette Pollard 01420 88706 


Facsimile 01420542003 

Deborah Doyle 0171 452 7858 


Joint Aviation Services Ltd., 

No.8 Old Aylesfield Buildings, Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton, Hants, GU34 4BY. 


Or visit our new web site @ http://www.joint.co.uk 

Or e-mail joint.aviation@virgin.net 


mailto:joint.aviation@virgin.net
http:http://www.joint.co.uk


British Gliding Association 

THE 1000 CLUB MONTHLY LOTTERY 

A great chance to win substantial cash prizes and at the a "number" which will go into the draw. It is hoped that 
same time enable the Phll,ip Wills Memorial Fund to members will purchase 12 months' worth of tickets at a 
make loans to clubs for site purchase and development. time. Winners will receive their prizes direct from the 

BGA and a list of their names will be published in S&G.
1000 is the target number of members to participate in 
this monthly lottery which started in July 1992. When Please complete the form below and return it to the 
1000 members subscribe £1 .00 a month each then the BGA with your payment. Please note that only BGA 
monthly first cash prize will be £250.00. members and their families may participate and that the 

BGA is registered under the Lotteries And Amusements 
HALF of the proceeds go to the Philip Wills Memorial Act 1976 with Leicester City Council. 
Fund to help with its work in developing BGA clubs and 

Barry Rolfe the other HALF is distributed each month in the form of 
Promoter6 CASH PRIZES. The more participants we have, the 

r---------------------------------------------------­greater th.e prize money pool. 
To: Barry Rolfe , British Gliding Association, Kimberley House. 

1st PRIZE - 50% of the prize money pool. Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SE 
5 Runner Up Prizes of 10% each of the prize money 

Please include me in the "1000 club" and I enclose £12.00 (payable topool. 
BGA) for twelve months of entries, or multiples thereof. 

Chances/numbers can only be bought from the BGA at 
Name ..........Signed . 


£1 .00 each. Those whose money has been received at 
the BGA by the end of each month will then participate Address. 

in the draw on the first Wednesday of each following 
month. Tickets will not be issued in order to keep the 
administrative costs low but each member will purchase 

Compl'ete S.Z.D. Glider range from training to competition at affordable prices. 

=±==----­
-~~Q] 

SZD 55-1 Demonstrator for sale!' 
Winner of Lasham Regionals 

ill 

SZD 55-1 
58,380DM 
Ex works 

ng 

SZD 59 Aero 
46,185DM 
Ex works 

SIIPIIIIS,0 
Zenon Marezynski 
156 Cromwell Road 

Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 3QS 
Tel/Fax 0181 570 7087 

Mobile 0402 636141 

SZD 51-1 SZD 50-3 
Junior Pl!~ha~Z 

391364DM 60,832DM 
Ex work5 Ex works 

LJ 
-rJ' Irr---==::--c=~.. 
~~------------------------~-) 

SZD 59 Aero Demonstrator for sale! 
Third in Lasham Regionals 

~-Tyres and Tubes available for all SZD gliders 

Available SK 94 Parachutes, Trailers and Instruments. Prices subject to change and exclude VAT. 
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A Word from the Chairman 

l am going to keep this short 

and very much to the point. 
We are having far too many 
accidents. 

At the time of writing (early June), and 
on t.op of our abysmal record last year, 
we have suffered two lnid-air collisions 
a lready (resulting in three deaths) and 
a number of other serious-injury acci­
dents. It is by the merest good fortune 
that the number of dead is not six 
because in one of the collisions, 
although both aircraft were damaged, 
they managed to land safely. Experience 

does not seem to reduce the risk of a col­
lision. In all the aircraft mentioned 
there was at least one very experienced 
and highly-qualified pilot. 

So what is the answer? Well if the 
solution to this problem were simple we 
would have elimina ted this sort of 
occurrence yea rs ago. 

It is not at all . traight.forward , and 
the new Chairman of the BGA Safety 
Committee, Pete Stratten (see below) 
and his team will be addressing the 
problem vigorously over the coming 
months. If you are an active glider-pilot 
I am sure you will become aware of new 
safety initiatives. 

In the meantime I 
would just make this 
point: safety is 
largely a matter of 
culture, and currently 
we have got the cul­
ture wrong. We must 
change our whole 
approach to accident­
prevent.ion, and we must. do it now. As 
glider pilots we need to be aware of t.he 
risks we t.ake, and al though most of us 
are 'amateurs' - in the matter of safety 
we must. be completely professional. No 
half measures. It. is the responsibility of 
each one of us to make our individual 
contribution to the immediate reduction 
in our appalling accident rate. 

-Dick Dixon 

BGA's New Safety Man 

After six years work, Bill Scull has 
handed over the Chairmanship of 
the BGA 's Safety Committee to 

Peter Stra iten from Bicester. 
Pe ter, who 

took over for­

mally from Bill on 
the 12th of June, 
began flying with 

the RAFGSA a t 
Cranwell Glid ing 

Club in 1976. Since then he has 

accumulated over 2,500 hours in 
gliders and has some 1,300 hours 

powered flying. He has all three 

diamonds. a 750km flight. and aims 
to fly his Ventus CT in at least one 
competition a yearl 

Pete has been a member of the 
RAFGSA Safety & Operafions com­

mittee for a number of years, Since 
1984 he has been either a CFI (at 

Syerston for 1 year and at Bicester 
for 3) , or a DCFI in every club he has 
been involved with. 

These days Pete is employed at 

Bicester as a member of the lug­
maintenance team. He is also a 

course inslructor, and flies the tugs. 
In addition to his glidihg skills, Pete 
is a CAA motorglider instruc tor and 

on examiner for the BGA. Pete can 

be contacted on (01280709788) or 
via the BGA office. 

Bill Scu ll, is by no means retiring 

from safety matters. He remains 

Chairman of GASCO (General 
Aviation Safety Council) and is 

Involved with both OSTIV 
(Organisation Scientifique et 

Technique Internotionale du Vol a 
Voile) and the EGU (European 

Gliding Union). He was recen tly 
awarded, by Prince Andrew. the 
Royal Aero Club 's Silver Medal for 

1998 in recognition of his long ser­
vice to the gliding movement. 

The BGA woUld like to thank Bill 
for all his hard work. and wishes him 

the very best for the future. 

Fatal Mid-air 

Accident 

On Monday 31st May there 
was a mid-air collision over 

Derby & Lancs Gliding Club's 
site at Camphill; three people 
were killed. 

Jack Alcock is conducting the official 
investigation on beha lf of the BGA. His 
findings , (which at the time of writing 
in mid-June are expected to be finished 
within a couple of weeks), must first be 
sent to t.he Coroner and the inquests 
held before Hny firm conclusions can be 
reached. 

Stephen Robertshaw, 40, a Full-cat 
Instructor was conducting a Basic 
Inst.ructor check-flight with Caroline 
Roberts. 36, in a Grob Acro. On t.he circuit 
a collision occmed between the Grob and 
an ASW20 flown by Brian Curran, 48. A 
tribut.e by the club Chairman, Malcolm 
Blackburn, can be found on p.30. 

With last year's accident record , and 
the fact that th e pilots in a mid-air colli­
sion over the Long Mynd recently 
escaped with their lives. Dick Dixon (see 
above), urges pilots to pay particular 
attention to safe ty and take personal 
responsibility for improving their 
own safety awareness. ~ 

4 Sailplane & Gliding 



National Ladders 
The following tables list the National 
Ladder positions as at the end of lVIay. 

Open Ladder 
Pilot Club Score (Its 

1 John Bridge CANI 8544 4 
2 Sarah Harland CAlVi 6047 4 
3 Ed Downham LON 5114 4 
4 Mike BU'd LON 449~ 4 

Weekend Ladder 
Pilot Club Score (Its 

1 John Bridge CAM 3792 4 
2 Ed Downham LON 3790 4 
3 Adrian Hatton FCO 3633 4 
4 Richard Hood FCO 3452 4 

Junior Ladder 
Pilot Club Score (Its 

1 Richard Hood FCO 3452 4 
2 Jeremy Hood FCO 2920 4 
3 Dan Pitman OXU 1350 2 
4 Carl Peters FCO 453 1 

-John Bridge 

BGA Lottery 
Winners of the May draw were: 

A. Page (first prize) £91.50 
Runners up: 
T. Salter £18.30 
Mrs S. Hill £18.30 
lVIrs P. Majury £18.30 
R. Hanna £18.30 
R. Tatlow £18.30 

Winners of the June draw were: 

D. Holland (first prize) £91.50 
Runners up: 
J. Bradbmy £18.30 
R. Barrett £18.30 
M. Cater £18.30 
A. Burne £18.30 
M. Wells £18.30 

The World at the Finish Line 


T he Federation 
Aeronautique 

Internationale (FAI) - the 
world governing body of all air 
sports - has signed an exclu­
sive contract with Trans World 
International (TWI) to dis­
tribute the Federation's 
first-ever televised series of 
World Championships. 

Six programmes will cover gliding, 
paragliding, hang gliding, ballooning, 
aerobatics and parachut.ing. The FAI 
it.self is funiling and supervising the 
coverage, which will be produced mainly 
by the Barcelona-based company 
Intervideo. 

Bill Sinrich, Managing Director of l'WI 
(Emope, Africa and the Middle East) said 
"We are delighted to be forging this part­
nership with the FAI just at a time when 
new television channels are looking for 
opportunities provided by exciting sports". 

"The rapid development of micro­
camera technology offers the perfect 
opportunity to transport viewers into a 
whole new 'sports experience'. We are 
genuinely excited by the possibilities, 
and confident about the interest, the 
series will create". 

Michel Masquelier, the Sales 
Executive responsible for the series, 
believet; that the coverage, with mini­
cameras trained on competitors and 
equipment (as well as filming the inside 
of cockpits) showing the G-force effects 
on pilots' faces , will stimulate a new 
awareness of air-sports. "We will have 
the first three shows completed soon, 
and that's when broadcastert; will have 
the opportunity to see just how powerful 
and new it all is. Our job then will be to 
carry that interest over to the World Air 
Games , in Spain." 

Max Bishop, FAI Secretary General, 
said that the TWI contract represented 
a breakthrough for air sports. The FAI 
expects the World Air Games in 
Andalucia (June 2001) to achieve world­
wide television coverage. Top level 
skydiving, aerobatics, ballooning and 
aeromodelling contests will take place 
alongside soaring championships (glid­
ers, hang gliders, paragliders), and 
precision events for microlights, heli­
copters and light aircraft. 

Ivo Mazzola, FAI's chief plannet- com­
mented: "With over four thousand 
participants, this is going to be the biggest 
event ever in the history of airsports. We 
are going to make sure it wiD be 'on the 
arr' too, for all to share the thrill of top-
level competition flying." ~ 

The World Takes 
Interest lin Our 
Lightning Strike 

T he last edition of' S&G out­
lined the circumstances 

surrounding the near-complete 
destruction of a K21, as a result 
of a lightning strike. Both pilots 
successfully baled out. 

The wreckage was removed to 
Farnborough for examination by the 
AAIB who will publish a report in their 
Bulletin format when the investigation 
is complete. There have been many 
requests to examine the wreckage from 
members of the gliding movement, 

• organisations concerned with lightning 
protection, and designers of both large 
a nd small aeronautical struct.ures. As a 
result of th.is response it is intended that 
the AAIB's Bulletin report will form the 
basis of a future article in S&C. 

The accident has ach.ieved global status, 
to the extent that June's International 
Conference on Lightning and Static 
Electricity (ICOLSE) in Toulouse, invited 
the AAIB to make a presentation. Interest 
centres on the fact that this is a relatively 
rare event for composite-structure air­
craft, and that its location enabled the 
accident to be fully documented. This 
might well turn out to be one of t.he high­
est-energy lightning strikes known to 
have occurred in the UK. 

Tests are being conducted on identical 
sections of the aileron control system at 
the high voltage laboratories at Culham, 
and at a similar establishment in the 
USA, in order to establish the energy level 
of this strike. If these tests are successful 
the finilings should add to the fund of 
knowledge available to design and cert.ifi­
cation authorities around the world. 

It is perhaps worth remembering that 
few, if any, modern composite sa ilplanes 
have built-in protection against light­
ning strikes. Also worth bearing in mind 
is that the unfortunate ASK 21 in ques­
tion was not below the part.icular cloud 
but was struc1, by a bolt emanating from 
its side. You have been wal'l1ed! 

-Peter Claiden 
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"Awards for All" - A cash opportu­
nity for small clubs? 

Recent. results from t.he Lottery Sports 
Fund have been disappointing with sev­
eral well-prepared capital projects 
turned down on the grounds of "did not 
demonstrate any un-met demand" or 
"failed to prove financial need" or "lack­
ing in community benefit" or "did not 
offer sufficient Value for Money in terms 
of the potential for sporting gain". 

Compared with the position we had 3-4 
years ago, it is becoming increasingly dif­
ficult to obtain capit.al gl'ant.s, in spite of 
far better prepared applications and 
equally deserving projects. 

The new Millennium Festival Awards 
for All scheme offers small clubs the 
opport.unit.y to pickup cash grants of 
£500-£5,000 without a business plan, 
wit.hout a sports development plan and 
without much security of tenure. All you 
need to do is complete a fairly simple 
application form for a worthwhile project 
for the benefit of your Club and costing 
less than £5,000. 

The awards are made regionally and 
decisions are made promptly. If your club 
qualifies, why not have a go? There's 
nothing to lose! Ring 0845-600-20-40 for 
an application pack. 

Field Landings ­
A perennial problem 

The new soaring season has been 
accompanied by the usual problems and 
complaint.s about field landings. Cross­
country pilots are reminded to abide by 
the BGA Code of Conduct (RP40 Laws & 
Rules) and also to observe the usual 
courtesies. We always offer to pay for any 
damage done (properly assessed), always 
respect our unwitting host's property and 
always write a letter of thanks after­
wards. Adherence to those principles has 
generally built up a good relationship 
between glider pilots and the farming 
community. 

Sometimes, however, things go wrong 
and landowners turn nast.y. There have 
been more cases of gliders being 
impounded and cash sums being 
demanded for their release. 

In such circumstances, warn t.he 
farmer that. he is accepting responsibil­

care to ensure that it comes to no harm 
and immediately contact your insurers. 
A landowner can claim no legal right to 
impound a glider, whether or not. 
damage has been done and a COlwty 
court application for an injunction to 
move the aircraft will almost invariably 
be granted. 

How Adequate is your 
Insurance Cover? 

The new BGA Operations Manual pro­
vides guidelines as to the extent of 
insurance cover required by a gliding 
club and looks specifically at airfield 
operators' liability insurance. The recent 
May and Woodruffe case has once again 
emphasised t.he need, both for adequate 
cover and for that cover to be placed 
through reputable insurance brokers. 

In response to demand from member 
clubs, the BGA has recently obtained 
specimen quotations for providing spe­
cial liability insurance cover for the 
directors and officers of gliding clubs. 
Club officers had expressed concern that. 
their clubs' limited liabilit.y protection 
did not afford them sufficient personal 
protection in the event of a major claim 
against. the Club. 

The sample scheme will be circulated 
to club secretaries with a strong recom­
mendation to obtain cover for directors 
and officers, unless suitable provision 
has already been made. Speak to Barry 
Rolfe at the BGA Office if further advice 
is required. 

WeIland Development 
Weiland Gliding Club has been steadily 

improving its facilities at Lyveden 
Airfield, Brigstock, Northants. The latest 
addition being a new clubhouse. 

On Sunday, 2nd May, the Club was 
blessed wit.h a beautiful spring day for 
the official opening. Guest visitor Derek 
Piggott, MBE, performed the ceremony. 
Derek and other visitors were enter­
tained to an excellent lunch, followed by 
the offer of a free flight. in one of the 
club's gliders. 
• The clubhouse, which has a spacious 
briefing room and a well-appointed 
kitchen, has been built with the aid of a 
loan from the Philip Wills Memorial · 
Trust. The photograph below shows 
Derek Piggott about to cut the red tape, 
accompanied by the club chairman, 
Mike Neal. 

-Roger Coote 

ity for the aircraft, that he has a duty of Mille Neal, Chairman of Weiland GC, and Derek Piggott at the opening ol the new clubhouse. 
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The Story of 
Gliding: 'N'o 

Engine to Stop 
A RAeS Lecture, by Ann Welch 

On Thursday, 16th September 
1999, Ann Welch will be pre­

senting a lecture to the Royal 
Aeronautical Society. 

'Gliders which flew, as against dropping 
from church towers, have existed for a 
long time; the names of Cayley, 
Lilient.hal and Pilcher being well­
known. Following the Wright brothers' 
powered flight.s of 1903, gliding became 
unimportant until after WW1, when the 
Treaty of Versailles forbade Germany to 
build aeroplanes.' 

'Gliders were built mainly by univer­
sity engineering students and the first 
competition held in the Rhon Mountains 
in 1920. The best flight was 1.8km. 
Today, gliders are aerodynamically 
refined aircraft capable of flying 2,000km 
on the sunshine of a single day.' 

Ann's talk will t.race the development of 
gliders and how it was driven by the dedi­
cated, competitive search for ever higher 
performance at higher speeds, She will 
also look at. some of the technical 
advances, as well as unexpected problems 
which surfaced along this increasingly 
sophisticated - and expensive - path. 

Ann gained her pilot's licence at the 
age of seventeen and followed up that 
qualification by flying gliders. She first 
flew with the Surrey Gliding Club (now 
Lasham) in 1938. She was an ATA ferry 
pilot during WW2, after which she 
returned to gliding, instructing for forty 
years. She was the manager of the 
British Gliding Team from 1948-1968, 
and the director of the World Gliding 
Championships in 1965. She was the 
founder of the FA! Hang Gliding 
Commission and the FAI Microlight 
Commission. 

The author of many books on flying 
and a member of the RAeS since 1943, 
Ann is currently t.he Chairman of the 
Light Aviation Group. 

The Lecture will start in the Society's 
Lecture Theatre at 6pm. No tickets are 
required and visitors are weJcome. Contact: 
Conference Department, RAeS, 4 Hamilton 
Place, London W1V OBQ. Tel: 0171 4993515 
fax: 499 6230. Email: conference-raes.org.uk 

Safety Notice: Urgent 

I n carrying out any form of 
instrument flying training, 

clubs must ensure that nothing is 
done which will obscure vision 
from the front cockpit and, in 
tandem aircraft, the instructor 
must occupy the front seat. 

To maintain separation under visual 
meterological conditions, we depend very 
much on the principle "see and be seen", 
and we must never compromise that. 

-Pete Stratten 
Chairman, BGA Safety Commit.tee 

Photographs for S&G 

T here has been a splendid rep­
sonse to my editorial plea for 

photographs. Contributions for , 
the front cover, and the Gallery, 
are always needed. 

I f you have a pict.ure to submit it. would 
be helpful if you could write on the back 

of it your name, address and a caption 
(ink tends to smudge on the shiny rear 
surface of a print, so it's best t.o write on a 
sticker). If you are sending images by 
email, the resolution needs to be 300dpi 
when the image is full-size (i.e. 6x4"). 
JPEG and TIFF files work well, and I can 
use a variety of compressed files. If you 
have any questions, please telephone. 

Obituary - Denis Corrick 

D enis Corrick died peacefully 
on Tuesday, 8th June, at a 

nursing home in Bristol, aged 81. 

Denis was very active in the gliding 
movement. after the war until the mid­
1980s, and will be widely remembered. 
He flew first at Dunstable, before joining 
the original Bristol Gliding Club at 
Lulsgate. He became Chairman of the 
club after its move to Nympsfield. He 
was active as a competition pilot, tug 
pilot, instructor, designer, glider builder 
and in many other ways. His many 
friends will recall his humour and zest 
for life; his syndicate partners will 
remember his inability to share a glider 
without redesigning and rebuilding it ... 

Denis's career in aviation began at 
Fairey's in the late 1930s. During the 
war he was one of the team of young 
designers at de Havilland who, working 
seven clays a week in the repair shops , 
sketched on-the-spot schemes to get dam­
aged aircraft back into the air. He moved 
to the (then) Bristol Aeroplane Company 
after the war, playing a leading part in 
the development of the Bloodhound 
ground-to-air missile and later having a 
senior r61e in BAe's space programme. 

Not long after his retirement, in 1983, 
he began suffering from progressive 
brain disease. He was caTed for, wit.h 
tremendous devotion, by his wife Valerie 
and her family. 

-Martin Corrick 

1999 Mansion House Flying Scholarship 
The Air League Educational Trust 


Kirstin Speary. a member of 
 Shoreham and she is hoping for a 
career in civil aviation.Southdown GC has been 

awarded the 1999 Mansion House Runner-up was Mr Andrew 
Flying Scholarship which is for a Krausz. an undergraduate at St 
full Private Pilot's Licence of 45 Andrews University studying 
flying hours. Kirstin is a student at International Relations and 
Collyers Sixth Form College. in Management. Andrew has been 
Horsham. west Sussex. where she awarded the newly e tablished 

Andrew Humphrey Flying is completing her A-level studies. 
Scholarship - through the gen­She has a Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
erosity of Lady Humphrey - for 15 award. a Bronze gliding certifi ­
flying hours w hIch he wIll fly a t cate and is a member of the ATe. 

She will fly her scholarship at Tayside Aviation. 
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Total Solar Eclipse, August 1999 

CAA Safety Advice 

n 	early June the Civil Aviation 
Authority issued safety advice 

to pilots intending to fly in the 
area affected by the total eclipse 
occuring on 11th August. 

A major increase in flying is expected in 
southwest England dur ing the week of 
the eclipse with a large number of light 
aircraft a rriving at civil a nd m ilita ry air­
fi elds in t he reg'ion before a nd after the 
event. 

As a result , the CAA has issued a n 
Aeronautical Informa tion Circula r (AI C) 
conta ining safety advice. It is being sent 
to flyin g clubs, individua l pilots, circu­
lated genera lly within the avia tion 
community a nd pos ted on the Int.ernet 
(http://www.caR .co.uk). 
The circular poin ts ou t tha t: 
• Th e moon's shadow (or zone of tota l­

ity) will be 56 miles in dia meter. 
The 	 only pa rts of th e UK fully 

within t he zone will be the Is les 
of Scilly, Cornwall, south Devon 
a nd Alderney. [A pRrtia l ecl ipse 
will be visible throughout the 
UK, with even t.he Shetland 
Is la nds experiencing 65% cover­
age of the sun's disc]. 

• Wi t.hin this area the sky will da rken 
to such a n extent that between 
10:30 a nd 12:00 (local time) on 
11th Augus t it will be deemed to 
be night £01' the Rules of the Air, 
requiring pilots to switch on their 
na vigation a nd s trobe ligh ts a nd 
to comply with certa in basic 
fli gh t rules . 

There is insuffic ient air traffic con­
t rol capacity to ha ndle a ll the 
ai rcraft expected, so there will be 
res t r icted levels of service. 

The circul a r adds: 
Because of the potential for a irspace con­
gestion a nd the limited availa bili ty of 
A:TC, pilots a re very s trongly recom­
mended not to fly within the zone of 
t.ota lity during the eclipse. 
More info rmation on the a irspace a nd 
flying regula tions, as well as fli g'ht safe ty 
advice for pilots, is contained in Al C 
Yellow 338, which is available from 
Aeronautical Informa tion Services on 
01 81-745 3450, or its website: 
http://www.Ris.org. uk. 

Effects on Soaring 

A s you know a total eclipse is 
due this August along a strip 

of land in the West Country, and 
a partial eclipse for a wide band 
on either side_ 

I was at t he Tocumwa l a irfi eld in 
Au stra lia during a pa rt ia l eclipse a bout 
te n yea rs ago. The s ky went dark blue. 1 
projected a sharp image onto a white 
card wi th a Russian monocula r ; one 
never looks d irec tly at an eclipse. About 
30-40% of the sun was covered . I did 
wonder then wha t the effect on soaring 
gliders would be, especia lly if they were 
a tte mpting a cross-coun tr y night. 
However it. was morning a nd nobody 
was soa ring at the time . 

From the a ir t he cross-countr y glider 
pil ot s should be a ble to see the to ta l a nd 
pa rtia l sha dows fa irly clead y, but I a m 
not sure whether a n un pre pared pilot on 
a cross-country (someone who h a ted 
newspa per s a nd TV a nd ha d not h em-d 
of the eclipse) could fly so as to avoid 
them. The sh adows will be tra velling 
over the ground at several hundred 
miles a n hour. 

In Australia quite a short period of 
coo ling, d ue for ins ta nce to a pass ing 
belt of cloud , can have a dire effect on 
the rma ls fo r hours later. An eclipse 
there would presumably wreck soa ring 
for the ent.ire day once it start.ed . But I 
a m not sure it would necessarily do so in 
Engla nd , where soa ring conditions, 
a lthough much inferior to Oz, bounce 
back quickly a ft er showers a nd other 
periods of cooling. 

No doubt we sha ll soon find ou t, as 
someone bold is bound to ha ve a go. 

-Platypus 

• Fight for ight is hoping thai peopleFight for Sight will be left with lasting memories ­
not lasting damage," says Dr Jones_ 

Dozens of people could be left with A partial eclipse in Manchester in 
permanent damage to their sight 1984 left 11 people with perma­
after the total solar eclipse on 11th nent partial loss o f sight a nd last 
August. "It takes only seconds for year, in the USA, a n 11-year-old 
damage to occur", media doctor boy lost vision in his left eye a fter 
Hilary Jones says. "There is no pain, viewing an eclipse. 
and the effects are not immediate. Currently, none of the solar 
The general public should take the eye-protectors, sold specifically to 
advice of Fight for Sight - the coun­ shield eyes from a solar eclipse, 
try's leading charity in the battle can guarantee the eye 100% pro­
against blindness - and turn their tection because their thin 
backs to the sun". cardboard frames make them sus­

The charity is aware that millions ceptible to damage and they 
of people want to enjoy this once­ allow in light at the edges. They are 
in-a-lifetime experience but are also concerned that people who 
confused about what is safe. have paid for top-quality sun­
Jonathan Dowler, a Consultant glasses will be mis-led into thinking 
Ophthalmic Surgeon at Moorfields that their high UV-protection would 
Eye Hospital, cautions that specific be sufficient. 
groups of people will be particularly Fight for Sight is encouraging 
at risk during the eclipse, "But the people to use a pinhole projector to 
one group we want to protect view the eclipse. One million free 
above all is the children", he says. postcard-projectors are available 

"Through its campaign to warn through 200 cinemas and all 
the public about the dangers, branches of Vision Express. 
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Letters to the Editor should be marked "for publication" and sent to: 

Email (preferred): le@blot.co.uk fax: 01798874831 Post: PO Box 2039, PULBOROUGH, West Sussex, RH20 2FN. 


More on the Pee-subject 
Dear Editor 

Chicken Little's article in the last issue raised a n important. 
issue for many of us, bringing attention to the psychological 
d.ifficulties of airborne in-flight urination as well as the physi­
calones. 

A solution which is sometimes advocated is to restrict the 
amount you drink, a suggestion which is foolish and irrespon­
sible, as anyone who has recognised dehydration while flying 
will know. (You may have experienced dehydration without 
recognising it, in which case it. can be even more dangerous.) 
Some people (particularly women, fot' whom t.he problem is 
physically more difficult. to solve) simply give up the attempt 
to ny cross country or t.o soar for any length of time. To a llow 
yourself to be rest.ricted in this way is understandable, but. a 
real shame if any alternative can be found. 

I have used one rather uncomfortable solution for many 
years, but am grateful to a friend (not. named here, to spare 
her blushes) who introduced me to a far more acceptable solu­
tion to the problem. If anyone is interested in a description of 
how to make a simple female Pee-device, I would be pleased to 
send them some details. 

Diana King 
3 Hazel Grove. Hockley Hea th , Solihull. West Midlands. B94 6QW Tel: 
01 5464782951. Email: di? mVll ggrootiu .de mon.co.uk 

High-tech Winching 
Dear Editor 

The average winch-driver finds it hard to judge the speed of a 
glider half a mile away, and unfamiliar gliders, and/or 
strongll itt.le wind, makes it. harder st.ill. Nick Norman (S&G, 
June/July p.19) designed a n instrument. to help, and some 
observations receive genera l agreement. Firstly, experienced 
winch drivers can give excellent launches in all conditions wit.h 
or without gadgets. I hear nothing but praise for Peter at. the 
Mynd! Secondly, if you get t.he first 100' right the rest is easy. 

The Skylaunch has t.wo trim-tabs to optimise the early part 
of the launch; one t.ool helps all gliders. Supacat's indicator 
gives the pilot speed-control. It is complex, but is a guide to 
the start., midclie a nd top of the launch. Pilots can ask for 
loads that suit t.heir st.yle and, again, one tool helps all. Nick's 
speed indicator controls the easy middle bit. 

Developments are planned, but will additional gizmos be 
needed for every glider'? The need t.o cancel transmiss ion after 
90s, t.o avoid conniet, alarms me. I will visit Feshiebridge and 
the Mynd to sec for'myself. Would anyone like to join me? An 
L-Spatz or a Pegasus could provide exacting tests. Would any 
other designer like to enter an item for assessment? 

Gordon Peters 
Wellington. Somerset. 
Email: [ardor!(" !I(·a ('(,p"~ .co. LI k 

Calendar: August - October 

30th July - 8th August 
27th Vintage GC Int. Rally: Aventoft., Germany. 

Tel: 0049 451 704876 (Frau Ingrid Zibell) 

31st July - 8th August 
Standard Class 'Vationals: The Soaring Centre, 

Hu"bands Bosworth Airfield. LUTTI<:RWORTH. 
I~ics LE17 6JJ. Tel: 01858 880521, Internet: 
h t l p '//\\ W'A ..JJ),lnngC! 1111 t· d, mqD n> ukl 

%rkshirc Regionals: Yorksh ire (le. Sutton Bank, 
THIRSK. N. York,hi!'e Y07 2EY Tel: 0184ii 
5972:3. Email: '1: ghd;nill:hrn·Ij QIJ)Plh' 1'\'" CQm 

Internp.t: htl wI/v.. \11\\ wj>hqJl!rkf'hng co \jk!rgc 

31st July - 8th August 
1u/'boISel{ Launching Competition: Bidford Glid­

ing Cenrre. Bidford Airfield. BIDFOf{O ON 
AVON. Wat'wick,hire Il50 ~rD. Tel: 01789 
772606. [nternet.: 
Ill! P'lI01c m\ll'I'~ III I MIIDlfIlllli'llr!lIbjdfonJ.bl III 

31st July - 15th August 
nr"rld GIi<linl5 Champs: Bayreuth. Germany. Inter­

net: h"p:llwww tU ruklld~l totO) toqrn ' 
\kW;' 19flIAI'W,\19!k !lIm 

10th - 19th August 
Inter-services Regionals: RAF Bicl'stl'r 

Tel: 0186925249:1 ot' 01869 8759% 

14th - 22nd August 
Open Class Nation ..ls: Lasham Gliding Soc.. 

Lasham Airfield, Al:rON, Hants GU;H iiSS 
Te l: 01256 :181:322 ~;mail: offl c. 'u Ill.hoUl on! uk 
Internet: bllp://w"JY IW Ltrun Qrg,lI k_ 

Laslwm Regional8-' Lasham (see above), 

21st - 29th August 
.Junior Nationak Bid!()l'd Gliding' Centre, BiMord 

Airfield. Bidford on Avon. Warks B50 ,I PD. Tel: 
01789 772606 

f)unstable Regionals.' London Gliding Club. Tring 
Ruad, DUNSTAIlLE, Iledfordohire LU62.11'. 
Tel: 01582 66:3419. 
[nlemel: h ttp://wwwpowCrtll't cQ.uk/glid ing 

21st - 29th August 
Uransden Regionais: Cambridge GC Ot'ansden 

Lodg!' ;\irfield. Lodge Farm. Longstowe Road. 
Little Gransden. SANDY, Iled, 8G19 ;lEIl. 'I'd: 
01767677077, Internet: blIl)'llwww glide' co uk 

21st - 30th August 
Enstone Regional ..: Enstone Eagles nc. Control 

Tow,,!'. Enstone Air/k id. CHIPPI~G NORTON. 
Oxfordshirl' UX7 4NP. Tel: OHiOH 6774(;. 
Internet: bl I U·IJIJ1t.;lDlwr:.-i jlu1.sonm/'·"tr\!IDrUc/ 

5th - 11th September 
2nd Uf( Mountain Soaring C/wmpionships: \boyn 

Dee,' ide nc. Dinnet. ABOY~E. Abt'!'decn"hire 
AI134 iiLR. Tel: 01 ~139 88ii~3!l9. [ntE'1'nE't: 
hm" JlwW\\ JJchm ,\c,!\\.1't ,.\ -\I" ' ro uk 

9th - 12th September 
RAeA Natiunal Aerobatic Gliding Competitio!'!: 

1311ckminster Ge. Saltby ,\il'field. Sproxton 
Hoad. Skillington. Gl{AN'I'H ;\~l Lines NG~I;1 
5HL. Tel: 0117fi H60~IHG. [nt"l'Iwt: 
hI ttl·II",,,,,\, In tilt I'm,'t l'(lOlllltll'kwio lOll ll'r.vd 

11th - 12th September 
Euroglidc: Siegerland Airfield. Gl'rmnay. 
<'iO+ Secondhand «liders . motot'gliders & tugs for 

sal, & factOJ ',V dt:'m()ni-\tl'atOl'~. 
Tel/fax: +<19 271 7711621, 
email; 1-lIr""I;III,, Imowjl.d. 
Internet: hrtjJ:l/ww\\,Sj'\WlOtlg .t\'I!!ll~I\"· ld 
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Parts of England will expe­
rience a total eclipse, where it 

Anti-collision Markings 
Dear Editor, 

I am writing in response to Herbert. 
Pirker's let.ter in the last issue (S&G, 
June/July 1999, p.S) regarding anti-colli­
sion marking. I agree with Herbert that 
it is the visibility of t.he glider, rat.her 
than it.s reflectivity, which is critical. I 
further agree t.herefore t.hat white is far 
from the ideal colour. 

My syndicate part.ner and I recently 
imported a Nimbus 2C from Belgium. 
On the nose of the glider are brightly 
coloUl'ed green and pink flashes. 
Although the fla shes are only on the 
nose of the glider, the aircraft is easily 
spotted in flight. Indeed, even on the 
ground, visiting' pilot.s and club members 
alike comment on t.he flashes. Not all t.he 
comments are favourable, but. it is clear 
that. t.he flashes catch people's at.tention. 

After being in a position to observe the 
glider, both from the ground and from 
other aircraft., I am in no doubt what.so­
ever that similar flashes on all gliders 
would he a material step forward in 
avoiding mid-ail' collisions. 1 understand 
that these markings are a legal require­
ment in Belgium. Perhaps t.his would be a 
cost effective way for matters to proceed 
in the UK I would be interest.ed to hear 
the BGA's view on this matter. 

David Urpeth 
cpr, Dukeries Gliding Club. 
Peter Stratten (Chairman, BGA Safety 
Committee) l'eplies:Thc I3CA view is that 
anythi,ng that. increases t.he visibilty of u glider 
has to be a good thing. That said. as David is 
aware, the glider manufacturers dic/(!te the 
limited surfacc areas ofG!?P gliders that Co./! be 
painted anything other than white. 

The MoD is Cllrrently running a glider con­
spicuity trial with a highly reflective adhesive 
product applicd to a motorglider: The Safety 
Committee will ensure that we gel feedbacl? 
from tizi8 trial and where possible. offer advice 
to all I3CA members. 

Tt is lillely that colour and details does not 
playa great part in our peripheral vision ­
the only surefire way to see another aircraft 
is to move that aircraft into your central 
vis ion. Do that by scanning with your head 
and eyes . refJularly stoppinf{ t.he movement to 
/ooh, see and avoid. 

August Eclipse 
Dear Editor. 

I suppose, being a once-in-a-lifetime 
event. there is no-one around who saw it 
last time. Who can tell us, in gliding 
terms, what is actually going to happen 
on August 11th'? 

is predicted that the sun will 
disappear totally for some seven minut.es 
or so, along a known swat.he running 
through Cornwall. 

A partial eclipse might be seen, on the 
North side of the t.rack of totality, 
throughout the UK. Can one of our 
boffins say whether this will have a sig­
nificant effect on the soaring prospects 
for the day? Always supposing that we 
are not covered with a sheet of "/,th 
cloud at t.he time! 

Perhaps it's a case of a late briefing 
for the pilots competing in the Nationals 
at Lasham all that day? 

Rod Wittel' 
Chester, Cheshire. 

Stimulus-bound 
Dear Editor, 

After reading Tail Feat.hers (S&G, 
April/May 1999, p.14) I believe the Eng­
lish are stimulus-bound, chasing each 
other around the same task im;tead of 
honing their decision-making skills at 
choosing different directions within the 
POST task environment. 

Australia's Club Class Nationals run on 
this set of rules and have successfully 
reduced gaggles and leaching. Pilots are 
given a choice of three out of nine start 
points. Then you choose any of the thirty 
tlU'ning-points to visit diring the 3-6 hour 
task-t.ime nominat.ed. Wit.h fifty five glid­
ers in t.he compet.ition I might see only 
t.wo 01' three others on my task all day, 
and not necessarily going my way. 

If UK pilot.s need to follow others to 
keep up, be prepared t.o get your bottoms 
kicked at the Club Class Worlds at 
Gawler Australia 2001' 

Phil Hearne 
Beaufort G.C., MELBOURNE, Australia. 

Accident Reporting 
Dear Edit.or, 

Firs tly, may Tcongratulate you on 
your inclusion of the Salutary Soaring 
articles, a nd the BGA on the inclusion of 
the Gliding Safety Bulletin inserts. 

However, I have noticed that in recent 
issues the Accident Summaries have 
become Substantial-accident Summaries. 
As a Full-cat. Instructor I find it disturb­
ing that we are no longer receiving the 
full pict.me, and I find myself wondering 
what logic there could be for this. It is to 
save space? Has it been deemed that we 
can only learn lessons from serious or 
substantial accidents? Surely not! 

I am sure you will agree that accident 
reports are of value to us all, and that 
lessons can be learned by making our­
selves aware of the mistakes of others. 
Indeed, I have read many worthwhile 
accident and incident reports where 
thel'e has been no damage and no injury 
(e.g. Salutary Soaring), but which would 
have been disastrous had it not. been for 
a large amount of skill, or luck on the 
pilot's part. I a lso know that such 
reports have helped myself and others 
not to fall int.o the same traps. 

Ian Atherton 
St James, NORTHAMPTON. 

The Editor replies: 
Dave j.i/r'ight, who compiles the Accident 

Sum maries, agrees entirely with lan's views. 
The motivation behind plI.blishing the su.bstan­
tial-accident summ.aries only was jllst to 'catch 
up '; we were publishing details of accidents 
that. had o(;cured as mil ch as (! year before ­
although their lessons are just as vaillable'. 

At the time of writ.ing, the new BGA Sufety 
Comm illee is due to meet in two weeks. Dave 
hopes that a full rewew of accident -reporting 
will be held. The idea is to broaden thc level 
of accident reporting, rather than to restrict 
!to Althou.gh dependent. on the outcome of the 
meeting, it is unhlwly that. the current inclu­
sion of substantial-accident summaries alone 
will continue. Hopefully Daue will be writing a 
brief arUclc all. the subject of accident report­
ing for the next issue of S&C. 

Lucky Escape No.2 
Dear Editor, 

With reference to the item Salut.ary 
Soaring Extra in t.he last edition (S&G, 
June/July, p.36), I believe that your 
anonymous correspondent may have had 
yet another lucky escape that day. 

He says "We had barely reached 600' 
when we were flung into dense cloud. 
Stick forward, pull off...". That sequence 
wou1d have set up t.he classic situat.ion 
which could well have led to the winch 
cable parachute flying around the wing. 

Perhaps what the pilot meant to say 
was " ... pull off, stick forward" a 
sequence that normally gives adequate 
clearance from the cable when releasing 
under power. 

Jack Alcock 
,JACKALCOCK@('ompuservP.com 

Trailer Retrieving 
Dear Editor, 

I have found an organisation which 
will retrieve you and your trailer. 

Angie Veitch 
DRUMNADROCHIT, Inverness-shire. 

See page 61 for man! About Ang-ie's discovery! 
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SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD 
+ MAINTAINING AND REPAIRING GLIDERS AT LASHAM SINCE 1957 + 

Fast high quality repairs in GRP.carbon (skins 
and spars) , Kevlar, Metal and wood. Gelcoat 
refinishing to the highest standard. Competitive 
prices for C of A inspection. Collection and 
delivery can be arranged. Instrument panels 
made and installed. Competition seals fitted. 
CAA approved welding. 

New tor 1999: High performance winglets 
tor Astir CSICSll BGA approved. Also Astir 
CSll available tor hire (with winglets). 
Phone for details 

LASHAM AIRFIELD, ALTON, HANTS GU34 5SR • TEL/FAX: 01256 381359 

NORFOLK 
GLIDING 
CLUB Summer Courses 

Winch and Aerotow Courses for Beginners 

NEW Aerotow Solo Improvers Course 


FRIENDLY CLUB - LARGE SAFE AIRFIELD 

Pnr/llrther ilifo ring Claudia Herring 01263 734049 
TIBENHAM AIRFIELD • THE HOME OF GLIDING IN NORFOLK 

Cambridge Gliding Club offers yOU . . . 

• 	 A Discus, Pegasus, Astir, and two Juniors. And, choice of two seaters; 
K21, Grab 103, Puchacz, and, for fun, a T21. 

• 	 Three huge runways in the middle of great soaring country, with 
very few airspace restrictions. 

• 	 Bronze Courses - Soaring Courses- and intensive ab initio training 
bookable by the day or week (for non-members as well). 

• 	 Flying 7 days a week (5 days a week from Oct to Feb). 

Gransden Lodge Airfield, Longstowe Road, Little Gransden, Sandy, Beds, SG19 3EB 
(off the B1046, midway between Little Gransden & Longstowe) Phone 01767 677077 
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Battery 
Analyser/Charger 

Takeaway 
the guesswork! 

• Two independent channels 
• Measures the physical capacity of sealed 

lead acid batteries 
• f ind 'rogue' batteries before flying 
• Displays the charge remaini ng in a battery 
• 	Stage charger to charge Jnd maintain 

batteries in prime condition 
• 	New generation micro controlled with 

32 character display 
• 8 channel 'club' version now available 

£140+VAT (inc. p&p) 
Call or fax (01792) 885044 
e-mail mikek6cr@aol.com 

Premier Electronics (UK) Limited 

Unit 2, Glan Uwyd, Pontardulais Ind. Est. 


Pontardulais, Swansea SA4 1RS 


JAXIDA - condensation-free 
ALL WEATHER COVERS 
for gliders and motor aircraft 
* dampness and dust pollution in hangar, 

trailer and outside 
* Self-polishing action in the wind * UV-coated 

DeSign reg. 2062846, Pal. No. 9300546 

JAXIDA COVER 
Verner Jaksland, Slrandmoliellej144, DK-4300 HolbCllk • Tel. +45590725 • Fax: +59 44 0609 

e·ma/l: jaxida@Ja ida dk • Interne!. hltp·'WWW.jaxida.d/i. 

GarMax Maximise your ~TI~ 89,90,45,38,12xl,II,II+,1II 
GarMax gives pilots the ability to easily upload airspace maps and lurnpornts to their eXisting Garmins - providing 
a cost effective moving map display. This unique software and cable kit gives you :­ t~ 

VOLKSLOGGER- IGC Logger, Barograph 
GPS nav. display - ALL in one unit, Small , Superb value (£ 519) 
designed and built in Germany - ideal replacement for cameras 
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Airspace moving map display 
• ~ Airspace updates available ••• 
• UK Prohibited Airspace 
• Class B gliding areas for wave flying 

GarMax Software .£56.50 

Crabb Computing Turnpoint functions 
3 Salford Close 

• Upload/Download/Edit Turnpoint lists Welford, Northants, NN6 6JJ 
• BGA (1998 ) / WorldWide Turnpoints and airfields 
• User definable Turnpoint areas 	 TeflFax+44 (0)1858 575665 

e-maif :­
GarMax + PC cable .£76.50 (p&p 2.50) +vat garmax@crabcom.demon.co.uk 

A Proven Winner!! 
(Paul Crabb) 
(Frank Hahn) 
(Russell Cheetham) 

II saves minutes on every Task - R. Cheetham 

A NEW IGC data logger designed by glider pilots for glider 
pilots. It's simple. rugged and compact construction allows you 
to replace your cameras with an instrument that navigates and 
confirms arrival a\ TP's. 

• Simple inslallation . ideal for a camera mount 
• Loud beep and 1 sec. logging in TP zone ( Ideal for comps ) 
• Fast Clear Nav. Display, 12 channel GPS. integral aJ1lenna 
• 25 hours logging at 12 sec intervals, 12 hours at 6 sec 
• On screen FAt task declarations and GOTO function 
• 500 Internal waypornls - BGA waypolnts supplied 
• Input inlormation using buttons OR PC software 
• NO internal batteries· power 125 ma 9v - 24v 

£ 51 9 p&p £10 + vat (mcludes all Cables & PC software) 
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Book Review 


The Glider Pilot's Handbook 
(Second Edition) by Ken 

Stewart is aimed at readers who 
are learning to glide from 
scratch, although it contains lots 
of information which should be 
interesting and useful to most 
glider pilots. 

It presents seetions covering: 
Basic training: from the fIrst visit to 
the airfield to the first solo-flight.. 
Technical matters: brief discussion of 
glider design and design features 
which promote good handling and good 
perfOl"mance. 
Basic soaring: including thermal-, 
ridge- and wave-soaring. 
Rules of the air. 

Ten appendices conta in usefu l support­
ing inJormation (such as use of the 
radio a nd the working principles of 
pneumatic instruments). The book pro­
vides enough knowledge to support 
pilots from their earliest lessons until 
their early-solo loca l-soa ring flights; it 
does not tackle navigation, meteorology 
or cross-country flying. 

It is a very readable book, with clearly 
defined aims and written in an accessi­
ble style with quite a high 'information 
density': the reader needs to be a good 

by les Blows 

and independent lea rner to get the best 
from what is writt.en. Of course, the 
book is intended to support guided 
learn ing on the airfield and in the 
g·lider. In t.his role it provides useful 
homework for learning glider pilots: it 
clearly describes principles to be learned 
and understood, and it presents descrip­
tions of ail' exercises which demonstrate 
these principles. The text is well sup­
ported by many illustrations and 
sketches , a lthough some of these would 
be difficult for early pupils to int.erpret. 
There is no coloill', which is a pity; some 
inspiring, full-colour photographs of 
gliding in action could portray t.he fun, 
exhilaration and versat.ility of th e sport 
and show the reader where his develop­
ing gliding skills could lead him. 

The order of presentation of informa­
tion is somewhat illogical in the light of ' 
the current training ethos, and some 
terms (for examp le, 'incipient spin') are 
not currently regarded as helpful , but 
these are perhaps just minor discrepan­
cies between the fixed, written word and 
the fickle wanderings of fashion. Any 
desired subject can be found quickly and 
easily: there is a comprehensive index 
and presented items are well-identified 
and well-separated. 

There is, unfortunately, the odd omis­
sion, (for exa mple, 'Eventualities' is 

miss ing from the pre-flight checks), and 
the odd statement would generate robust 
discussion between instructor>; at the 
bar. But the book does not claim to be 
the gliding bible; rather, one source of 
knowledge and support among others. As 
such its contribution is welcome and 
useful. It would be a valuable addition to 
any glider-pilot's library: a simple, acces­
sib le reference text for some, a learning 
text and a good read for oth 1"S. 

The book is published by Airlife, ISBN 
1-84037-0S4-X, and is avai lable from the 
BGA for £19.25 inc. p&p. 
Les Blows is a Full·cat Instructor with 1,000 
hours. He flies from Southdown Gliding Club. 

Sole UK agents for SN Centrair Gliders & Spare Parts & Stockists of over 900 other items 

BE SAFE! S ,
• 

"DAYGLOW" (fluorescent) self adhesive vinyl decals & tapes 
Available in:- Triangles, Roundels, Registration letters/numbers, Wing tip & Nose Decals & Tapes. Please ask for details 

GARMlN GPS II PLUS ....................................................................................................................NOW ONLY - £178.00 INCl. VAT 

Please ask for a copy of our free illustrated catalogue . 

36 Southpark Avenue, Mansfield, Natts. NG 18 4PL • Tel/Fax 01623 634437 
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Tail Feathers 


T his was found in my attic, 
among the papers of my 

great-great-grandfather, a 
famous Victorian artist. The only 
shadow cast on the authenticity 
of this document is the fact that 
Noah Platt's finest creation was 
an impeccable £100 Bank of Eng­
land note. 

In t.he manner of trampled in the 
modern-day com­ gutter. a nd most cour­
puter hacker s, he teously handed it back 
only avoided dire to me, st.ill with tears 
punis hment by of merriment in their 
agreeing to t ell the eyel:i. Quite bemused, 

Bank how he had I bowed, took my 
leave and set off at adone it a nd promis­
shnrp pace in c<u;eLng not to do it again. 
their mood changedH e then turned his 
unaccountably yet

s kills t.o m eeting the 
again.

rising dema nd fot' Soon I arrived at 
triptychs of th e E a rly thnt part of the 
Flemish School. Chiltern Hills known 

as the Bowie, so called 
'Up betimes a nd hie This was found in my attic,. because in pHgan d,t)'s 

me to Tyburn, not this 
time for the a musement of seeing traitors 
disemhowelled or forgel-s hanged, but to 
take the stagecoach along Watling Street 
towards North Wales. Several hours later, 
after delays and expenses caused by hi g'h­
waymen, turn-pikes and inn-keeper~ (all 
much of a muchness, if my opinion be 
sought) I arrived late and already sadly 
depleted of gold at a small town on the 
Downes, from which I set out on a brisk two­
mile wa lk to the Sliding-club. 

On my way I could not help not.ing the 
happy chance of a playful gust of wind Lift­
ing the skirt of a wench who was piling 
fruit onto a market.-s tall: on a n impulse ­
buL not planning to dally, since the sun was 
going down and 1 must needs witness the 
flying e.re it set - [ gave the exposed bottom 
a friendly pat as I stroll ed by. Contra ry to 
my usua l experience in those pnrts of 
London whe re I promenade when unaccom­
panied by my wife, I was not greeted with H 

smile or. better sLill, an invita tion; instead 
my harmless action elicit.ed from this inno­
cent country girl a piercing, indignant 
shriek which brought store,:; of a ngry t.owns­
people onto the street. "Who and what are 
you, sirT demanded the largest, holdin g me 
off the "round by my collar, while the 
others stroked their cudgels agains t. t.he ir 

Platypus discovers Samuel Pepys's diary 

palm::; in hopes of avengi.ng their Ri. ter'~ 
honour. ;'1 fUll from London, sir, and was 
proceeding to the Slicling-club, where if 
they shall have me I am to become a 
member" I stammered, expecti ng at any 
moment to be most cruelly whipt and heat, 
if not. worse. 

At which remark:; of mine, these rough 
me11 all roared with la ughter, and dropt 
me, s lapping me on the back and wishing 
me the very best of luck. They even wiped 
the dog-durt from my tricorn hat which 

had been .'avagely 

it wa s used as a vast privy by our blue­
painted ancestors. It seemH that here mort' 
recently young people would in winter-time 
s lide down the snowy slopes on sledges or 
lengths of timber s trap!. to their' feet; some 
became, hy mere chance, airborne when 
stretching out their cloakes against t.he 
breeze. In t.ime, bolder spirits hazarded the 
air with broomst.icks 

One bold youth hover'd before my eyes for 
all of 15 seconds, before plunging head-first 
onto the chalky soil, so that I fear'd he had 
dash'd ouL his brains. However tht, heavy 
wig that he! had borrow'tl from his fath er, a 
local :;quire of substance. preserv'd his s kull 
intact. 

Others were less fortunate, and the 
bl'Oomsticks and beclsh .ets were quickly 
transformed into splints, bandages and 
stretchel's, to the carrying of which [ lent a 
hand. Minist'ring thus to t.he wounded, I 
descended the scarp, surrounded all t.he 
while by whoops, now of joy, now of pain. At 
last I met the leader of our band of heroes, 
and told t.his giant, blest. with great musta­
chios, I would fain be allowed to join the 
byrds. With a cheerfull glower he told me 
that I must be patient: they had a system 
call'd WorkeFayre, whereby one hour of t.oil 
vouchsafed one second of flight.. He saw me 
on the point of protest.ing, and asked "In 
.London, how many hours of work does it 
t.ake for a man to pay for a few moments o[ 
bliss in the arm" of some trollop, eh'?" I 
knew precisely, but kept my peace. "1\vo 
days' digging of ditche.· here" he sa id "and 
you too may oa.r for 2·1 seconds, and be the 
envy of Ie rUB himself, outlined immortally 
aga inst the "ky." His poetry had seiz'd my 
hea rt, and I was about. to take up a pickaxe. 
"01', on the other hand" hl' went on "you can 
donate to the Club a purse of s ilver and be 
airborne at first. light on the morrow. That's 
WorkeFayre in a nuts hell." Though regret. ­
ting the postponement - for I did descry that 
the sun WHS setti ng behind t.he Beacon - I 
parted with the money full willingly. 

But when I was 
and bedsheets. Thus asked to s ign the mem­
was bom the art of bers' book, some 
air-sliding. i.nstinct warn'd me 

News of these mar­ against writing my own 
vels did not spread to name, and for no 
London except in the reason that I can 
form of vague explain wrote "Jeffries", 
rumours, which were pm;sibly thinking that. 
dismiss'cl with scorn some imagined associa­
by men of science. tion with th e fearsome 
Every advancement of assizes judge might 
knowledge must stem protect me should t.rou­
from the Capital, or ble befa ll. 
e lse from Oxford or A small fellow with 
especially Cambridge. staring eyes and an 
Ergo theRe stories 
were mere provincial 

. 
... impeccable £ ZOO Banfl uf Rnglund nute. 

unkempt wig went by 
at that moment."Joyne 

fairy-tales. As a Fellow of the newly-found ed the Levellers: abolysshe WmkeFay re" wa s 
Roya ll Society, however, I felt bound to sec emblazon'd on the front of his shirt. This 
for myself, even at some great risk. means of advertis ing one's opinions - or 

They did. in very truth, fly, and I did ale, or indeed any item - seem'd t.o me to 
watch them' be novel, especially when one's voice has 
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become as hoarse al; a at inordinate length, 
Towne Cryer's, but am by two ancients, both 
assured it will not of whom he could have 
gain favour as a felled with a single 
means of transmitting blow from a stout 
ideas, for reasons stick. 

A young visiting obvious to the mean­
Doctor of Philosophy est intelligence: since 
from Heidelberg Uni­a man customarily 
versityexpress'dwears the same shirt 
astonishment at thefor six months at a 
disrespect with whichtime without remov­
the Chairman wasing it, the constant 
treated "Who are zeczrepetition of the same 
olt geezers making allmessages must 
zeez lonk-vinded 

those that he meets the same shirt, for six months at a time. spitchess'l Vy docs 
become tedious to all 

day in, day out. On 

the back of this disaffected member's shirt 

it read "From each according to his abili­

ties; t.o each according to his needs", n sen­

timent I heartily endorse, my own neeus 

being insatiable. 


Before I could interview this young man, 
a crowd of flyers, coarsely dress'd even by 
the low standards of peasant folk, began 
shuff1ing past me into a room, and I was 
borne along with the great press of bodies. 
A notice proclaim'd that thi s was the 
Annual General Meet.ing. 1 asked a cynical!­
looking fellow what this meant. "It is 
democracy," he replied with a twinkle 
"another old Greek custom indulged in 
here." I was outraged: "NIob rule - for, s.ir, 
that is what your fancy word translates into 
in our plain Anglo-Saxon tongue - is a 
vulgar and disorderly mode of govemance!" 
Ebenezer Platte, for that was his name, 
smiled and asked "Pray tel! me, sir, how 
things are arranged in the Capitall , for I 
have never visited it." "In London" I replied 
('omplaisantly "the Sovereign puts on a 
show of being guided by the representatives 
of the Shires and the Boroughs, but in 
truth he and a tiny caball of three powerful 
men make all t.he real decisionl:i of State. 
'Tis the only way." "Well, sir" he said "you 
should he quite at home here!" and bestow'd 
on me a huge wink, reinforc'd by a heavy 
nudge with his elbow, in case I miss'd his 
meaning, the which I had not. 

The wise but tired-looking gentleman 
who took the Chair address'd this little 
parlyament with the usual! excuses: as 
might be expected the weather had been 
terrible, the Exchequer was depleted, etc 
etc. I per('eiv'd that he had not got the 
knack, master'd in our great Metropolis, of 
droning on till people went to sleep or 
sneak'd out to the file-house. I was duly 
appaU'd that everyone was still in atten­
dance and wide awake when he had fin­
ished . The ban on carrying ale into the 
meeting is doubtless also responsible for 
this unseemly level of alertness. No-one 
seemed to be one whit >'iurpris'd or 
affronted, th erefore, when the Chairman 
and his Ministers were roundly abused, and 

nobotty else get a vorel 
in edgevise?" Excellent questions which I 
was fit a loss to answer, being a newcomer. 
Ebenezer Platte, noticing our consterna­
tion, sidled up to us and whispered that it 
had been like this as long as anybody 
could remember, and 'twas an honoured 
tradition in the English style, so of course 
nothing could be done. The old men wore 
tolerated because their complaints were a) 
totally predictable , b) totally incomprehen­
sible and c) totally ignored. If their routine 
were cut short it, 
might only make 
room for some really 
serious interrogation 
from the floor. Thus 
was 1 suddenly lost 
in admiration fo" the 
sagaci ty of the 
Club's officers, 
whose seeming help­
lessne:;s concealed 
the deep cunning of 
born rulers of men .' 

The dog-eared 
manuscript gets 
hard to decipher at 
this point but the 
gist is as follows: 
The meeting is raided by the Sheriff and 
the constabulary, armed wit.h pikes. All 
present are told that. air-sliding is not 
only banned but never even to be men­
tioned again, either by word of mouth 01' 

on paper. The reasons: air-sliding is a) 
evidently a form of witchcraft (viz use of 
broomst.icks for flight) and b) impossible, 
according t.o Isaac Newtun's newly pru­
mulgated Universal Law of Gravitation, 
which requires that objects remain eart.h­
bound unless propelled by prodigious 
quantities of gunpowder. All the male 
flyers are to be detained [01' severe ques ­
tioning: whel'e are their spells written 
clown, and where do they store t.he gun­
powder? Foreseeing an imminent and 
unpleasant trial for witchcraft and trea­
son (only the King is allowed to manufac­

... he cannot safely call on his true alibi. 

ture gunpowder) , Pepys, Platte, Leveller 
and the Heidelberger scuttle out under 
the voluminous skirts of four unsuspect­
ing women who hurry from the scene in 
the ensuing panic. Old Mustachios is far 
too big to follow Pepys's example and is 
arrested. The chairman and committee's 
fate is unknown, but can be imagined, as 
can t.hat of the querulous old codgers. 

When Pepys gets home as dawn is 
coming up, his wife detects a heady mix­
ture of French perfume and mothballs, 
and he has his "eares boxed most sorely" 
especially since he dares not tell the 
truth about where he has been. 

A haplesl:i and quite uninvolved young 
fellow called Jeffri es has a hard time 
convincing the authoritieB that he was 
not Jlresent at the meeting, since he 
cannot safe ly call upon his true alibi, 
namely the Rector's wife. He is only res­
cued from t.he rack by sworn affidavits 
from his neighbours that. he could not 
possibly have written his name in the 
membership book because he is, though 
boasting divers other accomplishments, 
completely illiterate. 

Postscript 
Some munths ago I 

griped at 1) the unin­
telligible manuals 
that came with 
modern final-glid e ­
computers, and 2) the 
difficulty of buying a 
s imple, plastic John 
Willy Calculator in 
the middle of the 
1998 Open Class 
Nationals. 

Some time later a 
little envelope arrived 
from Victoria, Aus­
tralia , containing a 

John Willy Calculator for a 55-to-one 
supership. The accompanying letter was 
fri endly but very brief, and signed, mys­
teriously, "Magpie". 

I immediately tried to senu thanks by 
e-mail to the Gliding Club of Victoria, 
Benalla, in hopes that they would pass it 
on, but failed to get through for what­
ever reason, (If technology isn't playing 
God, it's playing the Devil.) So here, pro­
duced with old-fashioned ink on pa p(>r 
and delivered by >'ina ii-mail, come my 
belated thanks to Magpie. 

p.p.s. Whoever sa id complaining never 
got you anywhere? 

A book of Platypus writings will appear 
towards the end of this year. 
email: tailfeathers@compllserve.com. ~ 
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________________________________________________________ For Clubs & Champions
~Pl---------------

F ive years ago, Rolladen 
Schneider gave us the LS8, 

one of the most successful stan­
dard-class gliders. The LS8 18m 
has built upon this success. 

Wolf Lemke's original LS8 design found 
its place in the winning ranks and, due 
to its gentle flying characteristics, it 
also became a much-loved club glider. 
As they had done with the LS6, the 
manufacture rs then produced 18m 
winglets for LS8, making it the first 
standard-class competition glider with 
wing extensions. 

The philosophy behind the decision to 
offer such a glider is easy to understand: 
many clubs now operate at leas t one 
modern standard-class glider, oft.en the 
'flagship' of the fleet. Today's generation 
of these gliders offers such good charac­
t.eris tics, that they can even be suitable 
as 'first solo' gliders. 

Flapped gliders a re usua lly offered in 
15m or 18m versions , allowing F J com­
petition flying as well as get.tin g ma.! ·i­
mum performa nce from a handy glider. 
They are simple to fly, but are expensive. 
and some pilots still seem to be afi'aid of 
having of another lever in the c tkpit. 
The LS8 18m design offers the simplic ­
ity, and lower price, of the unflapped 
design, but has almost the performance 
of the flapped 18m gliders. 

Rigging 
Rigging the glider (18m: 275kg empty, 

15m: 269kg) is easy: The in-board 
(main) wing parts are connected by a 
tongue/fork spar connection with two 
wingpins. These pins are secured by 
spring-loaded bolts. Ailerons, airbrakes 

The trim indicator, sellinp fl nd release lever. 

and water-ballast va lve connections are 
self-connecting. Both lengths of tips 
have a characteristic, soft upwards 
sweep. They are fixed by a nut., itself 
secured by a ballldimple 

by Jochen Ewald 

left . The wheel-up position is forwards: 
the pposite way to most other gliders! 

Above the undercarriage lever, are 
the water-ballast dumps_With a double 

swinging lever, it is 
locking mechanism possible either to let 
already well known in go the whole 190kg 
LSs. It takes a bit more ballast from four 
time to rig than the wing tanks and the 
'snap in' bolts of ot.her tail, or just the 
gliders, but. this system inboard tanks and 
ensures a safe and play­ t he tail. The water­
free connection. The ball llst allows a wide 
aileron parts of the 18m range of wingload­
wingtips self-connect to ings: from 31.5­
the main ailerons. The 50kg/m in 15m, and 
elevator is also self-con­ from 30-46 kg/m in 
necting. 18m. Each wing has 

two separate integral 
The Cockpit tanks; the inner ones 

Getting into the cock­ contain 65/ , and the 
pit is easy. The instru­ outer ones (which 
ment panel swings have to be filled first) 
up ward with th canopy 301. The t a ilfin con­
and offer ·nough pace tains a 3.81 ballast 
for today's competition tank (or 5.5/, if the 
instruments. The real' of lnterchangable tips (or 15m & 18m. second battery holder 
the panel is enclosed at 

the bottom, to protect the instruments, 

tubes and cables from the pilot's feet, but 

there is easy side access to the back. 


The backrest with a big, upholstered 
head-restraint is only adjustable on the 
ground, but. nearly a ll pilots can be made 
comfortable. Very tall pilots can take out 
t.he whole backrest and fit a separate 
head-restraint. 

All the controls are within easy reach. 
The pedal-adjustment is found at the 
base of the stick. As in all newer LS glid­
ers, the pedals also operate the wheel­
brake if pushed forwards tog .ther. Up to 
three 2.5kg ba llast-weights can be fitted 
in fron t of the peda ls. 

On the left, b ·sid the airbr ake lever, 
we fw d the trim k nob and imlicator just 
whel' . the pilot's left hand r s is in flight. 
Uol eking t.he trimmer is done by 
pull ing a green, bicycle-handbt'ake-type 
lever at the front side of !.he tick . The 
cable I'll] ase is on the left. below the 
canol' , frame_ 

Th undercarriage lever on the right is 
an unusua l. horizontal design, but is 
easy and comfortuble to opera te'. It is 
unlocked by being moved a bit to the 

is absent) to compen­
sat.e for the nose-weight produced by 
water tanks forward of the main spar. 
According to a table in t.he handbook, 
this t.ank may also be used to adjust the 
C of G for heavy pilots . All the tanks 
are filled through the outlet valves, 
found under the wings. 

The big, forward-opening canopy is 
opened by t.wo red & white levers on the 
canopy Crame. Pulling them backwards 
against resistance op n the canopy. 
Forcing the right lever further back 
unlocks the front connection of the 
canopy for jettison. Once released the 
canopy can be pushed upwards by the 
levers, assisted by the spring of t.he 
panel, and pivots around the HRtig 1' ­

bolt" at the rear end of the c napy 
frame t.o avoid hitting t.he pilot. 1'his 
system is good if opera ted from inside, 
but. I twice hurt my f1.ng r when I tried 
to lock the 'ant> y from outside. 

The bat t ry i fi x d . a re ly in the bag­
gage spac behin d the head-restra int. A 
second battery can be fitted in the tail ­
fin . r would have liked to see some 
pock ts in the cockpit for personal 
t lung ne'ded in flight. 
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Flying 
I had the chance to fly the Akaflieg 

Darmstadt's brand new 18m LS8. I flew 
it with 18m wings on aerotow, and 
winched it with 15m. On tow, behind the 
Akaflieg's 80hp Super Dimona the LS 
proved its excellent. handling qualities. 
The ailerons were immediately effective, 
and t.he effects of a light 90° crosswind 
could not be felt. The generous dihedral 
gives beginners good ground-clearance. 

The Ground-run 
The main wheel is well-sprung; t.his is 

nice as the glider's ground-run is quit.e 
long: while on the ground t.he wing's 
angle-of-attack is too low (as pilots of 
st.andard-LS8s already know). On a 
I:;moot.h runway you don't become air­
borne before reaching a significantly 
higher-t.han-minimum speed. With an 
unballa~ted weight of 355kg I became 
airborne at t.he same time a::; t.he 
Dimona. With ballast, tho more heavily 
loaded wheel-spring reducps the angle 
even more, giving an even longer 
ground-run. 

Winching 
During a powerful winch-launch, the 

glider t.ends to 'zoom up'; but this can be 
easily compensated for by the effective 
elevator, as long as the pilot is aware of it 
and is be pI'epal'ed to push the stick well­
forward t{) avoid climbing too steeply. The 
glider climbh stably, although tends to be 
a little nose-up at the end of the launch if 
the stick is fully held back. Retracting the 
undercarriage is simple. 

Thl' visibilit.y is good, only thp front 
view is a little obstructed by thl' instru­
ment. panel when flying slowly. The air­
inlet, eU the front of t.he canopy, lets in a 
sufficient amount of fresh air. Schneider 's 
have glued grey foam inside the air-inlet 
to keep the noise level down. In flight, 
with tht;! inlet. open, a mirror image of the 
foam is reflected in the canopy, Inl rrupL­
ing t.he view. Replacing the gr.ey foam 
with black would recti fy the proul >m! 

Control 
Th!' controls arl' light. and unambigu­

ous; it is a pleaslll't~ to make long flights. 
Precise trim setting is easy. The LS8 1Rm 
was designed for the Him wing. and in 
the latter configuration the glider is in 
harmony. With the longer tips. the fu se­
lage length and size uf thl:' rudder seem 
too ::;mall, but this dred can't he avoided 
on gliders with extendable wings. For the 
LS8 18m, the ba, ic fus t'lagc design was 
optimi.sed for the l5m span, ItS this is the 
version used in compet.itiolls. 

The new 18m tipped LS8 

Stalling 
The min. speed during my flights. with­

out water-ballast and with 80kg cockpit 
load, was indicat.ed as 68kph (18m) and 
72kph (15m). Shortly before reaching this 
speed, a soft feeling in the controls and 
shaking indicat.es the approaching stall. 
At the beginning of the stall, the ASI 
needle drops to a much lower indication, 
due to the vortex leading from the wing­
roots to t.he total energy tube forward of 
the fin. The glider shakes as it stalls, but 
remains under full control. Only if the 
stick is fully pulled back in the 18m con­
figuration does the glider start staggering 
and wanting to drop a wing. Ext.ending 
the airbrakes results in a stalling s peed 
about 5kph higher, in both wrsions. 

Thermalling 
I measured the time taken to roll from 

45° left bank to 45° right bank as 3.4s 
(15m) at 96 kph, and 4.7s (18m) at 92kph. 
Thermalling the glider is fun, specially in 
Him wings: trimmed to 85 kph, the glider 
seems t.o find the centre by itself. and 
continues in a stable circle, hand-free! 
With the 18m wings, unballasted and 
t.rimmed to 80kph, it out-cli mbs all the 
other 'normal' standard-class gliders. 
While flying slowly in a thermal the 18m 
wing needs a little opposite aileron to pre­
vent the circle becoming tighter. 

For fast cl>ntering t.hL~ aileron drag, pro­
duced by a sharp opposite-a ileron move­
ment of t.h • sbck, may be used to support. 
t.he lack of rudder efficiency in this config­
ura tion. At hi.gh speeds, both configura­
tions a re stable and easy to control. Dlw 
to its higher lid, elasticity and weight, the 
18m wing is a bit more comfortable in 
rough air. 

Landing 
The airbrak s an' easy to operate. On 

extending the bmkes the nose got'S down 
a little and the speed tabilises at 10kph 
higher t.han it was, avoiding the need to 
change the trim sett.ing for the landing, 
The airbrakes are effective, but not as 
effective as t.hose of the LS4. Wit.h 13m 
wings a basic appl'Oach-spe.ed of 90kph in 

A simple wing with WI L I D of Q8 much as 50. 

calm weather is sufficient for the LS8. 
With the 18m wing i t ' an even be flown a 
little slower. Sideslipping i" effective with 
or without par t.ial a irbrakes. With fllll~' 
extended brake: the nose goe.· down <lnd 
the approf(ch becomes too fast.. During a 
fully held-off landing the glider tOllches 
down t.ai lwh .J flr t (. ' e my 'omment 
about. ground a ngle-of-attack). The wheel­
h,'ak is e{l'ecl ive a nd e< sily contl'olk'd. 

Antle Glid J' 

The performance of the 15m wing is 
proven by compeh tion results of recent 
years: it. rea. lly is a winner! With the 
1Rm wing the glider is easy-to-handle, 
and relatively cheap. It comes close to 
the performance level of the 20/21m 
open-class' "uper ships' of the 1970s, 
although those gliders were far less easy 
to handle, and a lot more skill was 
needed w fly them safely. Wit.h i ts gentle 
cjaracteris tics, the J.88 18m is iot's I for 
club-use, in either configuration , even as 
a first single-seatel'. 

In the distant. fut.ure, when a new, even 
better generation of standard-clas glid­
ers has been developed, this glidel'will 
have a high re-sale value~ ~ 
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• 	 A completely new Glider Insurance 

• Scheme, EXCLUSIVE to ourselves 

• 	 Placed with a Major London 
(DTI APPROVED) Underwriter 

• 	 Improved approach to rating 

Improved 
policy cover 
INCLUDING 

• 	 Airside Liabi lity cover for Leads the way 
your car •yet agaIn 

• 	 All values from the lowest to 
the highest catered for 

• 	 Faster claims handling 

• 	 Payment by direct debit available 



------

Collision Avoidance 

by Jorg Stieber 

Th is article has been previollRly pllhlishcd 
in Aero/ilLri"". Free Flight Carwdtl and Gliding Kiwi . 

M any of the world's best 
pilots (like Helmut Reich­

mann) have lost their lives in 
mid-air collisions. Only miracles 
have prevented loss of life as a 
result of" such accidents during 
numerous World and National 
championships. However, in a 
number of other mid-air acci­
dents, the miracle has just not 
been there. 

Keeping a vigilant lookout is the only 
defence against a mid-air collision. We 
have to learn how to look and where to 
look. See ing is a very complex process 
and it i~ primarily done by the brain 
(lmm' of re tina is mapped to 
lO,OOOmm' of bra in surface). The eye is 
only the information collector; it is the 
lens not the film. The brain: 

filters 
recogni ses s ha pes 
makes up for colour weakness in 
peripheral vision 
controls eye move ment reflexes 

Since the brain plays such a prominent 
r61e, seeing can he learned. 

Field of vision 
Our eyes give us a tremendous 

panoramic field of vision of approximately 
210°. Try the following: look straight 
a head. stretch ou t your a rms to the s ide 
bending t.hem back a bit and move your 
fingers . You should still be able to see 
your fin gers moving. This proves tha t 

Figu re 2 - Appea.ra.nce ol ([ glider on a converging course. 

your periphera l 
vision extends well 
past 90° from the 
centre line. However, 
only a cone of approx­
imately 60° centred 
ahead is covered by 
both eyes. Within 
this area we can 
direct our eyes to any Figure 1 - Head-on Approach. 
point to focus on. 

The area on which the eyes have the 
best abi.lity to focus is as narrow as the 
beam of a nash light. Receptors for 
colouT vision (cones) a re concentrated 
here (limited night·vision capability). In 
other words, if we want to see something 
clearly, we have to look at it direc tly. In 
the periphery the retina has mostly 
ligh t/dark receptors (rods) in much lower 
density. Peripheral vision is excellent for • (i.e. child 's balloon v. hot air balloon; 
detec ting motion, but is fuzzy, very weak 
in colour, and the outer periphery is cov­
ered by only one eye. 

If our eyes provide clear vision only in a 
cone as narrow as a flashlight beam, why 
do we feel we can see a clear picture of 
our entire surroundings? Obviously there 
is more to seeing than meet" the eye, and 
that is the work of the visual computer in 
the brain. Our eyes are in constant, 
seemingly errat ic movement. Eye move­
ment if; directed by the bra in on a sub­
conscious level. 

What seems to be erratic movement is 
in realit.y a highly efficient wny to pick 
out the important information to build a 
complete picture of Oill' surroundings. 
The brain filters the da zzling str ea m of 

informa t ion supplied by the 
eyes and only uses what is 
important. It recognises 
familiar sha pes in a split 
second , it even stot'es 
co lour' information and 
adds it to the periphera l 
vi s ion. Most importantly, 
for pilots, the brain reacts 
to movement in the periph­
ery by directing the eyes 
towards it.Try the test 
again: stretch your a rms, 
but only move your fingers 
on one hane!. You should 
feel a reflex to look towards 
the moving fingers. 

The bra in also enables us to gauge 
distance. Stereoscoj)ic vis ion is only 
effectiv . up to 100m a nd is not r elevant 
for airspace observation. For distant 
objects the bra in uses the appnrent ~ i ze 

of the object to estimate the distance. 
This can lead to interesting effects if 
the s ize of an object with known "hape 
is much different from the expected si ze 

model aeroplane v. real aeroplane; 
model airfield v. rea l airfie ld). As aero­
planes come in many sizes, significant 
misjudge ment can result. 

v.. =200""h 

T 0 ,0= .S55m / 
VI= 18.1hph 

• ~01U =508m 
/j 

///! 
V 

/ 
Hlfj­

v, = UJIlph 
,,0' 0'0 = 393mr/ 

V, =IOOhph 
I.ito =278,n 

0 ,,, = distance lOs before coUi.~ioll 

Spl'<?C/ ofghders = IOOI;ph 

V, = c/osing speed 

Figure 3 - Collio ion S cenarios. 
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'nIiO gliders enter­
ing the same ther­
mal, (rom roughly B 'VCD 
opposite directions /t ... ( 
and offset, can 
quichly develop 
into (l d(lngerol{.s 
situation. Neuer 
tahe yuur eyes off I 
the other guy. 

~./II · · (
® <?~)9/ " / """ 

® 

-:t- r/ 

/ 

Figure 4 - Rishs on entering a thermal. 

Dangerous Situations 
& Warning Time 

It's important to know that if you are 
in stra ight night on collision course 
with another a ircraft, also nying 
stra ight and level, its image will not 
move on your canopy - it will just 
s low ly grow at first, then 'explode' 
(Figure 2). As there is no relative move­
ment it will be difficult for your motion­
sens itive peripheral vision to pick it. up. 
A clean canopy and frequent eye move­
ment are important. 

Head-on Appl'oaches 
Modern glass ships are very difficult to 

see when they a pproach head-on. Even 
when I have expected to see a glidel' 
head-on (out of turning points and on the 
l'idge)I have often not spotted them until 
they have been uncomfortably close. This 
isn't surprising if you look at the num­
bers: assume you Oy at a modest 55kt 
and another glider is approaching you 
head-on at the same speed. The other 
glider can still hide behind the tape hold­
ing your yaw-string 3:3 seconds before 
impact (or passing). Even six seconds 
before impact the fuselage can still be 
covered by the tape (Figure 1). 

Converging 
In practice, the probability of two 

gliders being on a converging track is 
much highe r than head-on s it uations. 
(An example would be when two gliders 
are heading for the same thermal). 

What makes some of these s ituations so 
dangeroui-J is t.he combination of unex­
pectedly high closing-speeds and 
pe ripheral position. 

Figure 3 shows fom different co llision 
scena rios with convergence a ngles from 
180° (head-on) to 60°. In a ll cases the 
speed is 100kph (54kt). The angle at the 
bottom of the diagram is the relative 
bearing at which the pilots see each 
other (at a 90° convergence angle the 
pilots will see eal:h other at 45° from 
t.he centre line). 

The most dangerous case is the one 
where the tracks intersect at an a ngle of 
60°. From the perspedive of both pilots 
the other glider appeal'S stationary at. an 
angle of 60° (2 or 10 o'clock) - far out in 
the field of peripheral vision. The unex­
pected ly high closing-speed makes this 
s ituation very dangerous: although both 
gliders fly only at LOOkph, they are also 
closing on each other at 100kph, or over 
100' per second, just as if they were 
flying head -on in to a brick wall! With 
more acute convergence angles, closing 
speeds decrease significantly. 

The l'lna is 
As thermals are the congested traffic 

areas in gliding, most mid-air accidents 
happen there. The most serious connicts 
occur when ent.ering, and sometimes 
when leaving. 

Figure 4 shows gliders A and B enter­
ing the same thermal from roughly oppo­
site directions and 1,200' offset. Both COIl­

tact the thermal (1) and both turn right. 
It. is unlikely that pilot A will see glider B 
in this position. In position 2, pilot A will 
see B only with good lookout and luck ­
7.58 to impact and only rOllT seconds to 
position 3 where a collision is inev itable. 
Even in position 3, pilot A can see glider 
B only if he looks hard right, In all likeli­
hood pilot A will never know what. hit 
him, even though, according to the rules 
of the air, the collision was technically 
his fault. 

Figure 5 shows the case of two gliders 
(A & B) diverging with a lateral separa­
tion of 1,000' and contacting the same 
thermal with opposite turns. At. the sta rt 
of the turn (position 1), with 16 seconds 
remaining to impact, it. is nearly impossi­
ble for the pilots to see each other. 

With good lookout they will see each 
other in position 2 with 11.58 to impact 
a nd 8s to position 3 where a collision is 
inevitable. Collisions between gliders 
established in a thermal occur at low rel­
ative speed and often without seriOllS 
consequences . Fortunately, peripheral 
vision works really well in thermals. 

Figure 6 - Fraclured scan o( an ab -initiu pilot. 

How can we prepare ourselves? 
Loo/wnt techniques: lise the horizon as 

an anchor to sweep over ~l 120° arc. This 
is the zone with the highest probability 
for conflict. Do not foclls on single points 
on the hori7.0n (trees, towers, hills). Air­
cTaft below the horizon are much harder 
to spot than those ahove. Try to use and 
train your peripheral vision. Be alert if 
you spot a plane with no apparent rela­
tive movement, do not take YOllr eyes off 
it until you are satisfied there is no 
danger of collision. Figure 6 shows the 
teye movement of a beginner pilot: fTOm 
the altimeter his scan hangs up at the 
airfield to the right of the cockpit, from 
there lip and to the left hangs up below 
the horizon (possibly another aircraft), 
from there lip to the horizon, hangs lip at 
a clolld, narrow sweep to the right, hangs 

B 

Aircraft 0" (I collision 
course ha ve no reiati(:e 
,novem,eni. and do not 
trigger the peripheral 
reflex. 

A 

(>1, (~

®fI Q) 

Fi/ill.re 5 - Collision Course. 
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Fi"lLre 7 - The scan o[ an experienced pilot. 

up again, then down t.o hang up at the 
vario. 

Figure 7 shows the eye movement of an 
experienced soaring pilot: his scan, start ­
ing at t.he altimet.er, includes all impor­
tant. terrain features (airfield), weather 
(Cu), sweeps the horizon symmetrically to 
t.he centre line and covers all inst.ruments 
in one fluid motion without getting stuck 
at any single detail. 

Shape Recognition 
One of the brain's functions is to fIlter 

the dazzling stream of information pro­
vided by the eyes. From childhood we 
have been trained to recognise the 
shapes of letters and words. As a conse­
quence, we can read a word within a split 
second. We can also teach our brains to 
pick out and recognise aeroplanes and 
their directions of flight just. as quickly. 

fn Figure 8, cover the two bottom glid­
ers and look at the glider on top. Is it 
flying away or towards you? Now uncover 
the other two gliders. This little exercise 
shows how easy it is to ili-aw the wrong 
conclusions. Your life could depend on 
getting it !'ight in a split second. 

If you are instructing, ask routinely 
and often during every flight (also while 
on tow) how many aeroplanes your stu­
dent sees. Point out the ones he doesn't 
see. This should also be a routine exer­

cise during spring check-flights-just 
make sure the old eyes didn't get dim 
over t.he winter. 

One t.echnique used in Germany is for 
the instructor to constant.ly point out 
other planes position, direction and 
with reference to the horizon (two 
o'clock high, nine o'clock low). The stu­
dentfinds them and acknowledges. 
Later, when the student is more expeTi­
enced in spotting planes for himself, he 
will point them out to the instructor 
instead. Once he is proficient at t.his 
exercise, ask him to identify the other 
plane's direction of flight (direction, 
climbing/descending) . 

Anticipation 
It is much easier to spot targets when 

you can anticipate where t.hey are going 
to be. Pract.ise anticipating the move­
ments of aeroplanes and draw conclu­
sions as to whether or not a conflict 
could develop: 

. 	Where will the tow, just lifting off, be 
in a minute'? 

• The t.ug just released, where will it go? 
When heading for a thermal with • 
gliders in it, which ones are lUOI'e 
likely to be a problem, above 01' 

below the horizon? Try revsersing 
your situation ~ you are in the ther­
mal, and you see other gliders are 
heading for it. 

Gaggle Experience 
For the inexperienced pilot it is 

impossible to assess and anticipate the 
complex relative movements of many 
gliders in a thermal. Post-solo st.udents 
should get a good dose of experience in 
flying close to other gliders (a dual 
exercise), joining thermals, etc. This 
will allow the student to get a feel for 
the relative movements of glidel's and 
to learn to recognise situations that are 
potentially dangerous. 

Good Tips 
Head Gear: it is important to wear a 

hat. that does not. obscure your field of 
vision. Wearing a basebHll CHP is lil,e 
painting the top third of t.he canopy black. 

Sunglasses: our eyes cannot focus in 
ultra-violet light. When choosing glasses 
make sure you get good UV filter charac­
teristics. On a bright day distant objects 
appeal' clearer when the UV portion of 
the light is filtered out. In addition, the 
same effect will allow you t.o see thermals 
better (haze domes and forming Cu). 

Brain fitness: as the brain is so central 
to vision and reco 'nition you should make 
sure it i.s running well. The following fac­
tors d grade brain performance: lack of 
oxygen (hypoxia); dehydration; alcohol; 
drugs (hangovers): lack of sleep. 

Although there is no absolute protec­
tion against mid-air collisions, practising 
good lookout techniques knowing how to 
look and where to look and recognising 
potentially dangerous situations will 
help us to reduce the risk. Being at a 
high level of alertness not only increases 
the intensit.y of the experience, it also 
makes it a safer one. ~ 

Figure 8 - Look at the top glider: is it coming 
towards you. or [lying elway? i[ you celll only see 
a silhouette your brain [ills in the details. 
Always assume t.hu.t the other glider is coming 
your way. J)on ~ let. your mind play t.richs on you. 

Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and 
service In: 
* All glass, carbon, kevlar, wood and metal repairs
* Modifications 
* Motor glider engine approval
* C of A renewals and general maintenanoe
* Weighings, including accurate in flight C of G 

positioning
* Ae-finishing in all types of gel coat and paint
* Hard wax polishing
* Competition sealing 
* BGA and PFA approved 

ROGER TARGElT 

ROGER TARGE1T \ 
Sailplane Services ~....~--~ 

Bristol & Gloucestershlre Gliding Club 

Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse 

Gloucestershire GUO 3TX 


Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 
Home (01453) 860447 (Portable (0850) 769060 
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THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

Quick to build 
Easy to maintain 
and repair 
No gel-coat to crack 
Low stalling speed 
and sink rate 

SPacious cockpit 
Tough and 
durable 

O 
The Edgley EA9 

ptimist 
Winner of its class at 
Lashatn Regionals 97 

Available 
as a basic or 

partly assembled kit 

Lease options available 

Edgley Sailplanes Limited 
Visit the website 

www.EdgleySailplanes.com 

Handy Cross, Clovelly Road, Bideford, Devon, EX39 3EU 
Phone +44 (0) 1237 422251 • Fax 01237 422253 
E-mail: sales@edgleysailplanes_com 

August - September 1999 

Martyn Wells 

Workshop: 01608685790 
Home: 01608684217 
Mobile: on, :10'~50' 

---;-ma,l: wells.glide@vlrgln.net 

CONVERT WITH US 

SLMG to PPL SILVER 'C' SLMG COURSES 

COURSES from COURSES from from 
£495 £1320 £1000 

(All prices inc VAT and I"nding fees I 

THE REAL CONVERSION SPECIALISTS 
STOP PRESS! 


We can now offer RT courses 


* Aircraft hire: Falke £40PH; (152 mPH; PA28 £80PH
* SLMG (ourses Available
* Farmhouse o((ommodation 

(an be arranged 

Oxford Airport or Hinton-in-th.·Hedges Airfield, Nr Bonbury 
Tel. 01865 370814 T.I. Mobile 0836 787421 or 01295 812775 

p~ 
for 

Autumn Wave 

The best of Ridge Soaring from 


Southerly through to North Easterly 


Scratch the Ridge with confidence 

Large Airfield at the base of the hill 


Scotland's Premier Training Site 

Training (oulses for 1999 


May to October 

Clubhouse accommodation, caravan and camping space 

Call Irene on 01592 840543 

The ScoHi.h Gliding Centre 


Portmoak Airfield, Scotlandwell KYI3 9JJ 

Web hHp:/lwww.portmoak.force9.co.uk 


email: oHice@portmoak.force9.co.uk 


COMPUTER lOGKEEPING 
* GLIDING CLUB LogStar GC 

The ONLY proven, tested and reliable system. Simple to use­
needs no training. Documented. Launch point logkeeping 

plus links to Treasurer, Membership and Statistics Sys­
tems. Used by the Portsmouth Naval GC since 1997 

Also by The RAFGSA BICESTER 
Complete package commissioned for your club £1 000

* LOGBOOKS LogStar Glider or Power 
Comprehensive personal logkeeping packages £25.00 each 

Turnpike Technics 
73 Old ifurnpike, Fareham, Hants, UK P016 7HF 

Tel/fax-01329 221992 • Credit Cards Welcome 

E-MAil: turnpikeIWclara,net • WEB: www.turnpike.clara.net 


Also available from Nevynn International 01623 634437 

KENT GLIDING CLUB 

~ Challock, 


Ashford,
~{: Kent 

K'E'N'T TN254DR 
GLIDING CLUB 

Come to Kent for courses to suit 
all grades of pilots from beginners 
to cross country. Situated on 
North Downs thermal and ridge 
site. Meals and accommodation 
in comfortable fully licensed 
Clubhouse. 

For details, write or phone: 
01233 740274 
Fax 01233 740811 ~ 

Shenington Gliding Club offers Individual Tuition 
with Bruno Brown. Specialising in: 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES 


INSTRUCTOR WORK UP TRAINING 

GROUND STUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPECTS 


All courses will be tailored to your own requirements 
but will Include: 

.I STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 

.I LAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERY TRAINING 

.I UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYING 

"SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH UNDER­

STANDING IS BETTER 


Talk to Bruno on 

01295 258700 
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Workshop 

Glossary 


(part 1) 

Hammer: Originally employed as 
a weapon of war. the hammer 
nowadays is used kind of divining 
rod used 10 locale expensive 
glider parts nol far from Ihe 
objecl we are trying to hlt. 

Utility Knife: Used to open Ihe 
conlents of cardboard cartons 
delivered to your front door nd 
to slice hrough the contents. 
Works particularly well on boxes 
containing wing covers, para­
chutes and canopies. 

Electric Drill: Normally used for 
spinning pop-rivets in their holes. 
bul it also works well for drilling 
hales in the floor pan just above 
the vacuum line thaI goes 10 Ihe 
total-energy tube. 

Aviation Tin-snips: One of a 
family of cutting tools built on the 
Ouija board principle. It trans­
forms human energy into a 
crooked. unpredictable motion. 
The more you attempt to influ­
ence Its course, the more dismal 
your future becomes. 

Hacksaw: See Aviation Tin-sn;ps. 

Mole-Grips: used to round off 
castellated nuts on control fil­
lings. If nothing else is available 
they can also be used to transfer 
intense welding heat to the palm 
of your hand. 

Oxy-acetylene Torch: Originally 
purchased as an industrial 
strength metal-working tool that 
combines gases in the presence 
af a spark to create welding heat. 
Now used exclusively for smoking 
paperless barograph drums. 

-Peter King 
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Recovery in Action 
by Peter Selinger 

On Friday 14th Maya new 
soaring safety milestone was 

reached. Hansjorg Streifeneder, 
of Glasfaser Flugzeug Service, 
Germany, successfully tested his 
glider rescue-system in flight. 

The weather was rather bad late in the 
afternoon, but there was a hole in the 
cloud large enough to offer a satisfactory 
view of the ground. Streifeneder himself 
launched the specially fitted Discus for 
the fIrst real test of his system. 

In straight flight he fired the 
parachute container. The drogue 
parachute opened well, quickly followed 
by the main rescue canopy. Both 
parachutes deployed, as expected, safely 
above the glider. After a short swing' the 
sailplane stabilised, without tumbling or 
rotation, and suspended itself slightly 
nose-down as calculated. After some ten 
seconds of stable descent, Streifeneder 
cut the parachute cables and landed 
safely back at his home gliding club, 
Grabenstetten, in South Germany. 

What a success! For the first time all 
Streifeneder's calculations, and those of 
his partners, proved to be correct. On 
Friday 28th May Streifeneder again 
succeeded with two further deploy­
ments, but this time at higher speeds. 
Yet more tests will be held, at even 
hig'her speeds until the whole flight 
envelope has been explored. 

None of these tests could have been 
conducted without the permission of the 
German Bundeswehr. They have 
allowed the team to use a section of 
airspace above a military training area , 
thereby avoiding any risk of injuries 
occurring as the released parachutes fall 
to the ground. 

When the next tests have been done, I 
hope to report more successes, and give 
more details of the progress in this 
system's development and availability. 
For me it. is remarkable, that this very 
small company Glasfaser Flugzeug 
Service Hansjorg Streifeneder, which is 
the first in Germany to be JAR-certified 
as manufacturer and maintenance sup­
plier, has achieved all this on its own, at 
its own risk and without any third­
part.y help. Hansjorg Strei(eneder in the specia.lIy-adapted DisC/ls, testing his glider recovery system /01' real. 
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GLIDING HOLIDAYS 
THE MIDLANDS NEAREST CLUB 

(Easy M \\ ay ;l(:r l'S~ from \"'0) (JUIlt'. 151.V,h (4.; 111 ullly) 

Visitors and new members are 
welcome • Trial lessons £2; • 

; day courses £230 May & June 
£ 250 July & August 

Phone lor details lOam - 7pm 01926 429676 

STRATFORD ON AVON GLIDING CLUB 

SnitterfieId, CV.37 OEX 


Lots to see and do on Ibe 

• ground or il1 tbe air • 


http://\\ww.~blltlt'r. d(~nlUII . l· I} . Llkh.;na~cJ.\R(U rrs(;LHTM 

Designed to easily produce High and CONTROLLABLE 
launches every time with non·professional drivers. 

NEW STYLE GUILLOTINES 

Free Demonstrations available 
Please contact us for a video 

"It's like going up on Rails "www.skylaunchuk.com 
ANOTHER WINCH JUST DELIVERED TO BUCKMINSTER GC (SALTBY) 

E11-E14 Wem Industrial Estate, Wem, Sh re SY45SD 

Tel.: 44(0) 1939'235845 Fax: 44(0) 1939·234059 

Pop-Top Glider Pilots Parachute 
• State of the art in emergency parachutes 
• The Pop-Top. External seated pilotchute providing the fastest possible deployment. ill

,l<OMAS • Fully encased risers resulting in a snag free parachute container system. 
~ • Steerable parachutes in a range of sizes to suit all sizes of pilots. 
~. Soft, slim line design for the ultimate in comfort 

• British built , quality assured to BS 5750 
• Reliability, comfort and efficiency when it matters 

THOMAS Sports Equipment Limited 
Lofty's Loft· Pinfold Lane • Bridlington • North Humberside • Y016 5XS • Tel: 01262 678299 

(Jet Smart this Summer 

Platypus , Shirt 
Black or Blue - L&XL 
Only £8.00 inc p&p 
To place your order contact 
Caroline on 0116 2531051 

and have your credit card 

details ready 

Or send a cheque to the 

BGA, Kimberley House, 

Vaughan Way, 

Leicester, LE 1 4SE 
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Century Stand 

When the Old Boys were Young Boys. 

BGA Treasurer, Keith Mansell, writes about the early days he shared with Platypus. 


n August 1949 Platypus, I andI ten other 15116-year-old lads, 
from King Edward's School 
Birmingham, spent eight days at 
No 48 Gliding School, RAF 
Castle Bromwich which was the 
one-time home of Alec Henshaw 
and his Spitfires. We were to fly 
in rather different aircraft, 
namely two Kirby Cadet Mark I 
single-seater gliders. 

BcfOl'e our comse we kn ew little of glid­
ing and nothing of soaring! We were to 
learn gliding by the 'solo training' 
method; no pansy two-seaters for us! 
Our course was led by ever-helpful Dave 
Dennett who held Silver Badge 221 for 
whieh, we learned, he had made a flight 
of fiue hours! 

Rain robbed us of the first two days, 
but on the third tlay we were ab le to 
ta ke om first. lessons. To begin wit.h we 
pointed our Cadet int.o wind a nd prac­

tised using the ailerons to balance it;,; 
wings. We progressed to Ground Slides 
whereby we were dragged, by the winch 
cable, across the airfield for more wing­
balancing practice. After that came Air­
borne Slides and, with a little more 
power from t.he winch , a Slide beca me a 
Low Hop and I was ai rborne at last! 

In most cases an early Low Hop 
reached an a lt.itude of just a few feet, 
but not in my case! Zooming to perhaps 
twelve feet., I panicked, pushed the s tick 
hard forward and ha ng! With a fuselage 
longeron broken that Cadet was confined 
to Low Hops for the rest of the course; 
all twelve of us had t.o share t.he other 
Cadet. I was not popular t.hat day, but it 
was thirty-eight years before I broke , 
another glider. 

From higher Low Hops (with the cable 
still attached) we progressed to low High 
Hops. The briefing consisted of two valu­
able piecc;,; of advice: 'Don't touch the 
rudder" and 'If it goes quiet. push the 

Platypus is imeet ing, {ront le/i, and Ke£th is standing, third /rom the right. 

stick forward'. At last we were allowed to 
release the cable and glide (without turn­
ing) towards the far end of the airfield! 

Once at the other end of thc fi eld the 
glider was re trieved by a n open-topped 
ex-military Beaverette. A boom projected 
from the driver 's side, and was attached 
to t.he nose of t.he Cadet. For stahilit.y, t.he 
glider's port wing rested on the knees of 
two students who sat, facing backwards, 
at the rear. During one such retrieve, I 
was supporting the wing when it bounced 
upwards, hit me under the chin and dis­
lodged the crown from one of my front 
teeth. Accident prone, I heal' YOll saying! 

By the end of the course we h ad each 
done about ten High Hops, to some 600', 
and had managed, from at least. one 
such launch , to glide for the thirty sec­
onds needed for the 'A' certificate! Still 
knowing nothing about soaring we won­
del'ed just how high one had to be 
launched to achieve the five-hour fli ght 
for the Silver Badge' 

Neither Platypus nor I did much 
more gliding until 1958 when he joined 
Dunstable and I the Long Mynd. In 
1959 I gained Silver badge 805 and 
Platypus 869. I was ahead of him then, 
but never again! I am unaware that a ny 
of our ten course colleagues did a ny 
more gliding, although at. least two 
joined the RAF at Cl'anwell. 

In 1961, at the lVIynd, I took Dave Den­
nett for a check-flight, and had to caution 
him for flying too slowly in the Eagle! 
How the wheel had come fuJl circle! I owe 
Dave so much for triggering what fol' me 
has been a lifetime's absorbing hobby. 

'lwo years agu I hit a sheep with a K21. 
When I filled in the accident form, I was 
able to answer t.he question: 'How many 
launches to solo' with 'None" I hope Bill 
Scull (then Chairman of the BGA' Safety 
Committee) understood! 
In cricketing parlance the "cores are: 
Platypus not out 50 years 
BGA Treasurer not out 50 years 

]00 ~. 
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Electronic Log Cabin 
byTony World 

M ost gliding clubs work on a 
self-help basis and work­

loads on individuals, particu­
larly the Treasurer, seem to 
grow and grow. 

Four years ago our Treasurer 'came to 
the washroom to hang up his boots'; he 
was exhausted by mundane, thankless 
work involved with processing the daily 
flying log, in addition to all the other 
treasurer 's duties that he had to keep 
him busy. 

Figure 1 - The Flying List. 

In order to encourage other club mem­
bers to take on some of these bU.l'den­
some tasks , we analysed the Treasurer 's 
job in great detail. It was clear that most 
of his time was taken up balancing the 
payments received each flying day, chas­
ing people who had not paid at all, and 
persuading people that. they actually 
owed more than they thought (perhaps 
as a result. of a log-keeping error) as well 
as processing the flying-log. 

We tried to roster log-keeping, but 
problems still occUl'red; we had illegible 
logs, incomplete logs, and simple mis-cal­
culations in the amount to be paid. The 
list of problems was endless, and contin­
ued week after week aft.er week. 

To our knowledge, computerised log­
ging had not. been tried before, so we 
decided to investigate the possibility of a 
computerised launch point, with the aim 
of alleviating the majority of problems we 
had been encountering. We approached a 
club member, John Hale of'I\Il'npike 
Technics, who had already successfully 
developed the 'Logstar' electronic log­
book system, and the idea was born. 

Requirements 
We decided to split the new system's 

use into four modules:a log-keeping 
system plus three compatible 'daughter' 
modules (Treasurer, Membership and 
Statistics). The heart. of the syst.em is 
the log-keeping module, without which 
the other three modules do not work. 

It was clear that in a gliding club envi­
ronment the system had to be easy to 
use, reliable and flexible . Above all, it 
had to be capable of dealing with the 
complex VAT-accounting found in clubs 
that fly both members and visitors. 

Log-keeping module 
The basis of the system revolves 

around the inclusion of all member 
details being installed in the module's 
database. The interface has drop-down 
boxes, which can be scrolled allowing 
flights to be logged quickly. 

Flying List (fig. i): Pilots are placed on 
the list when they arrive and flights are 
offered to them in that order, although 
the log keeper can, if necessary, select 
pilots in a different order. A print-out of 
this list, highlighting trial lessons, early 
solo pilots, etc., is a useful feature for a 
duty pilot. 

Logging (fig 2): When an entry is first 
added to the log it shows t.he aircraft reg­
istration, name(s) of the pilot(s), member­
ship class and the launch type. Take-off 
and laneling times are entered subse­
quently. Many such entries can be made 
and eventually form a 'virtual' launch 
queue. To log the launch and landing 
times the flight is re-selected, a but.ton 
pressed at the right moment, and the rel­
evant time is entered automatically. 

Check-flight Requirement: As the 
syst.em holds aU previous flights made 

~ 

. . 

Figure 2 - The Log. 

Figure 3 - Payment details. 

from the site, as well as each pilot's 
flying status (such as 'early solo'), when 
a name is entered on the log the system 
looks to see how current the pilot is. The 
log-keeper passes this information to the 
duty instructor before the flight. 

Fees: Once a flight has been logged the 
s:\,stem automatically calculates the fee. 
Potentially, each flight has a two-part 
charge: the launch fee and the soaring 
fee. Either of these may be modified 
according to several other parameters 
(including launch type, flight time, mem­
bership type, glider type, pilot. owner, 
and time of day). 

Payments: Payments can be made 
either during or after the flying day by a 
simple process of selecting the menu 
'Today's fees due', and highlighting the 
pilot's name. A screen showing a detailed 
breakdown of the fees due, both for that 
day and any previous account owing (fig 
3) is then displayed. It is possible to 
print. the day's flying for each pilot, 
thereby giving the him a hard copy of his 
flight. det.ails that he can then transfer to 
his own logbook. 

End of day: when the system is shut. 
down a receipt. summary, showing exact.ly 
how much in cash and cheque should be 
to hand, is produced. The summary can 
be broken down into individual cheque 
and cash transactions, and will show the 
name of the log keeper taking the pay­
ment and t.he time of the transaction. At. 
the end of the day a traditional log sheet 
can also be produced if required. 

Launch Point Vehicle: running a com­
puter and printer at the launch point 
posed some problems: we had no mains 
power; the system had to be able to run 
all day; it had to be protected from the 
weather and being run over by tractors, 
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etc. We quickly realised that the system 
would not run efficiently unless the com­
puter was hard-wired into some type of 
vehicle, whether that be the launch point 
bus or a specially-adapted vehicle. Our 
search for an appropriate vehicle took us 
to a local double glazing company; I was 
friendly with the Managing Director and 
persuaded him t.o donate one of his out-of­
date mobile trailers, which he made to 
demonstrate his double-glazed units. 
Thus our 'Log Cabin' was born. 

We installed a desk and battery box in 
the cabin, and a 100lVIhz Pentium laptop 
computer soon followed. A plate was 
bolted over the computer so that the 
screen is shielded from glare and a cowl­
ing was fitted around the screen to pro­
tect it [rom inquisitive fingers. A separate 
keyboard was plugged in which prevents 
damage to the computer by spilling tea 
into it. The disc-drive and the main 
switch can be found under a small lid. 

Daughter Modules 
7J-easurer:s System: All the 

pricing defaults can only be 
~) ltered from within this 
module (fig 4). Each class of 
membership may be set up dif­
ferently and is identified as 
subject to VAT or not. Pay­
ments on account may be made 
by cheque or standing order 
and a note of these payments is 
downloaded to the launch point 
computer each time the trea­
surer updates hi,; system. 

lYlembership system: this 
module maintains a database Portsmouth Nava.l Gliding Club:~ Log Cabin. 
of members for management 
purposes. Apart from helping to keep the 
information up-to-date, it also ensures 
that new members are linked into the log 
keeping system and expired members are 
removed. The details kept for each 
member are shown in fig. 5. On.1y mem-

Figure 4 - Treasurer Module. 

The computer was stripped of its Win­
dows operating system and it starts up 
automatically when switched into the 
log-keeping programme. A mains-pow­
ered dot-matrix printer was bolted to the 
desk at the s ide of the screen with a con­
tinuous ,;tationery tray underneath it. 

Power System: we installed a 200 
ampere-hour leisure-type battery which 
powers the printer (via an inverter - to 
produce the required 2~)OV) and com­
puter (via a car battery adapter which 
the computer manufacturer provides). 
An isolator switch and a permanent 
system for charging the batteries com­
pleted the installation. 

About a year's effort went into the 
initial development of the log-keeping 
module before it was tested for real. 
Since then it has been in use for two 
years without needing to resort to a 
paper log. 

For some 20,000 flights no data has 
been lost. During this operational 
period numerous modifications have 
been made, in response t6 user feed­
back. and these refinements are now 

Figure ,5 - The iVfembership lVlodule. 

bel's names and next of kin details are 
available to the log-keeper. 

A mailing feature is aVQ.ilable within 
this system which makes it easy to 
target groups such as instructors, pre­
solo pilots, or to produce membership 
renewal invitations. 

Before 'Logstar' we had to cope with 
log-sheets being lost or rained on, being 
indeci.pherable or incomplete. Now the 
sheets can be printed or reprinted, 
going back as far as we have 
been running the system. 

The introduction of 
'Logs tar' has forced disci­
plines int.o the log-keeping 
function which resulted in 
complete and accura te infor­
mation. The big advantage is 
that the computer does all 
the sums and analyses that 
are required for our account­
ing system. After each day's 
flying a summary is printed 
showing the fees collected, 
debts t.hat have been paid, 
membership fees and monies 

account.. 'Logstar' also keeps a record of 
unrelat.ed sundry sales. 

The programme also provides a break­
down of the money received so that, at. a 
glance, it. is possible to see who has paid 
by cash and who has paid by cheque, 
and the amounts. We keep a record of 
transactions for ninety days allowing the 
resolution of payment queries. 

Using the treasurer's link facility I 
transfer data to and from the launch 
point computer and to and from the 
accounts computer wit.h a f10ppy disc 
about once a week. This enables me to 
perform accounting tasks independently 
at the launch point comput.er, like 
adjusting parameters iSuch as changing 
rates, 01' maki:ng debits or credit entries 
to members accounts. 

Conclu.sion: Our treasurer did resign, 
(bless his boots), in spite of the new 
system. He really had had enough! Our 
new Treasurer has been operating the 
system for 22 months and has had none 
of the problems that his predecessor 
encount.ered. In addition, he spends only 
very little time each week in picking up 
the figures from the 'Logs tar' report and 
plug·ging them automatically into his 
accounts package! ~ 

built int.o the program. that have been placed on Inside the LOIJ Cabin. 
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Club-class World Competition 


T he Club-class has been 
strong in Europe for a 

nUluber of years. 

It is very similar to the thriving Sports­
dass in the USA and Australia. Club­
class involves gliders which are no 
longer competitive in Standard, l!)m 
and Open-class competitions, but which 

Where do you get?: 

Professional Instructors 

I 

Professional Winch Drivers 
Professional Office Staff 

Professional Catering 
Three K21 Two Seat Gliders 

One K13 Two Seat Glider 
Two K23 Single Seat Gliders 

One K8 Single Seater 
Ridge, Wave and Thermal 

Pawnee Aerotows 
Skylaunch Winches 

Large Unrestricted Airfield 
Caravan Parking 

Comfortable Private Rooms 
Two Spacious Bunkhouses 

Shower Block 
Bar, Lounge and TV 
Guaranteed Flying 

Spectacular Scenery 
Unrestricted Airspace 

Holiday Courses from £270 
Inc. All Flying Fees 

Midland 

Gli ing 

long Mynd

Churcn Stretton 
Shropshire
SY66TA 

01588 650206 

ofiice@ longmynd.com 
www~ongmynd.com 

can still provide some excellent soaring, 
and usually at mllch lowe r cost. Cluhs 
around t.he world have these gliders, 
and can make them available for their 
members. Models like the Cirrus, 
Libelle, LS3, ASW20. Astir qualiJy for 
the Club-class. 

We now have an opportunity to bring 
the highest levels of competition (i.e. 
World championships) to the majority of 
our membership. world-wide. Countrit's 
which have rart'ly flown in world champi­
onships previously, can now afford to f1y 
in the Club-class. 

The first world championships in Club 
Class will be held in Australia. at 
Gawler, in January 2001. 

I 00 Years of Elight 
25th Sept-3rd October 

T he Soaring Centre will be cele­
brating 100 years of flight to 

mark the anniversary of the death 
of Percy Pilcher. 

Percy Pilcher died at Stanford Hall in Sept. 

1899, and we are planning to commemorate 

the significance of his achievement with 

regard to aviation in general. 


Activites will include: 

25th-26th Sept 

The Soaring Centre Open Weekend 


27th Sept - 3rd October, as follows: 

Trial Gliding Lessons, Glider Aerobatics, 

The Vintage Glider Club Rally, Fly-in 

(Fly-past) to Stanford Hall, Static display, 

CTaft Fair, Model Aircmft, Steam 

Engines, Children's Fail', a party on the 

Saturday, Live music & fir e ­

works, Vintage cycles, 

Tiger Moth, Police Heli­

copter 


There will be many more 
activities which are still to be 
confirmed. Tickets will be 
available for the week's event. 
They only cost around £5, or £ 10 fOl' the 
event and the party. 

Further inJoTmation is available from: 
The Soaring Centre (tel: 01858880521). 

Jan 200 I 

For those new to Cluh-class, those who 
would like to get some practice before tht' 
'real thing', or for those who would enjoy 
great soaring conditions during the 
Northern winter, the Australian Club­
class Nationals will be held at Gawler in 
,Jan. 2000, incorporating 'Barossaglide', 
an International championship. 

Barossaglide will run from the 17-2Sth 
January 2000, and is open to pilots from 
any country, provided they have previ­
ously flown in National or otht'l' major 
championship::;. With a favourable 
exchange rate the compo should be afford­
able for pilots from acro;.;s the world' 

Further information is available at: 
ht.t.p:!!www.worldclubcla;.;s.on.net 

A Message 
From Camphill 

Camphill had been looking 
forward to a good Summer 

with twenty-four eager new 
members gained from our Flying 
Start publicity campaign. 

Then we were faced with the reality of a 
serious mid-air collision on Bank Holiday 
Monday, 31st. May, and the deaths of 
three pilots, all well-known, respected 
and loved member::; of the club. We lost 
Steve Robertshaw and Caroline Roberts 
in the Grob and Brian Curran in the 
ASW20; the effect on Ca mphill has been 
devastating. 

All three were active members of the 
cluh; Steve was a good competition pilot 
and looking forward to becoming our CFI 
next. year, Caroline had an infectious 
enthusiasm which used t.o move liS for­
ward. Brian looked after our radios and 
flew as an AEI, as did Cal'Oline. 

We extend our deepest sympat.hy to 
their families and friends. Life has to go 
on, and we are now getting back to 
normal. We are looking forward to some 
good flying in the Summer, and to seeing 
old and new friends at the Camphill Vin­
tage Gliding week from the 26th J line to 
the 3rd July. 

-Malcolm Blackburn 
Chairman, Derby & Lancs GC 
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UK Club Directory 

by Le Forbes 
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Br-isto l & G lo u('.cs tcrshil't! DC 
1: hltp :llwww.bgg{..de IllOll.(.IJ.uh: 
C\ ;'!1Jl :-> Iit'ld. ST()~EHO{lH I<:. Gl tI~ . (:\ . iO 
:rrx, T: 01 4.;;1 ~[;I);l'I z P: 0[.1 ,,:1 MfiOOI;O 
E: Sl'Crct nrY 'lhggc.ci(·mon .cll.uk 
s: Clll' is O~ :::ood . W(K,JmHn( 'ofP CfHlI·t. :!:i 
Bulll'llch. IlCHSU;Y. (;I os (;J.II IN(; . T: 
Oil::' : ~ rI 4:-L) 7ti E: f'h l'i :-"lI il(·x·i t. cll-Ill(IILco. uk 

Hri:;tol Univ(!I'sity Gliding C lub 
I: ht I p:/lwww.h J'i~ . ilc . uk/ lJcpt ~/U nion/( llid ili g / 

cfn Bri ~·:tnl Univl'rs ity S U_ Qu{,'Cn ~ Hoa d. 
( 'Iif' on . IlHISTOI. BSI'\ IL :--I 

Buckminst.cr Gliding C luo 
I : h t t p://www.h l inh. I.Il N.c~Jfn ..- I)lH·km ill!.it t·r.g<:1 
dn lthy .\il'ilt'ld. Spnlxtoll [{oad. Ski llin ~lon. 

OH.\:\TH 'IM . Lines :\<::13 ';111.1': 01 (7(; 
tH}O:l tG R; :\t r :-; C . Lawn' n(T. Ll K i pl i ll ~ Dr. 
,1I,,;rON MlllVlll{ilY. L"ics . T: 01(;(;<1 (;H7'1~ 

Burn G lidinJ! C lub 
Park Lu nD. Bum. ::iELBY. Yurk~~ VO t> ~LW 
'1': () t :-'1 17()~~J('i 
S: David S lm'omlll' T: 0 111'H ;j 13G;l!j 

C'airngol'l11 Glidin~ C luh 
I: h t ll l:lI\l'w\\·.~liding. (Jr~ 

1\lacl': l1l ill ,\ir::itrip. F(.' J:;h it.'hritl~l ·. K[ i\'CH.\ f(;. 
I lI\ t' I 'lIl' ~':; . T: 01 t)4 0 (j.j taI7 S: B(' I·nh;lI·d V:l 1I 

WOl'hlt-n . Fla t G. 1 ~Iul'ray Place . I-Iau/!h 
£load . 1i\·VEH:\ESS. IV2 ,ISH T: nJ,J(;;j 

l-1107<1 E: ~cotLc ,q;do\).ilnCl. <:o.lIk 

Cambridge Gliding- Club 
I: hI t. p:llwww.glidexn.uk 

(;\,iln~dl'll L(j(I~(~ . \ irfi t'lrI , Locl~w Farm. 

I AlII g~ ICJW (, Road. Lill.l l:.' (l\,:ln ~d( ' II. S.\!\lDy' 

BI.'(h: S(: 19 ;'jEB T: 0 17(i7 0 7 7077 S: CClr(\on 


llalll1Hh . [.; Linlon Road. Cn 'ut Abingl on. 

C.\~HlRlD(;E . C,lIl1b" CBI 6:\'\ 


Call1b l'id~t: U ni versity GC 
I: hi 1p: lfwww.l:lI ll1 .:lC .uk/C:lmhU ni\' /Soc i ­
{'I It:~glid ill gl poslal: Gill Camhl;d~w (;e 

Carlton Moor Glidin.g- C luh 
Carlt on _\Iour, ,'TOKE~LJ<:y' . ' . York ~, 

T: ()/(H ~ 77H2:H (W(,(-,k( ' IHI...; onl y) 
s: H. E\f; IIl ~. 11 CIPjJxIOl1l' AVl' IHH'. I.m t hol'JlI'. 
MIUULI';SBOROUr; lI , (,I.' ,ollllld T~il ;; I.L '1': 
n1G-12 ~ I ii 1(;11 

Channd Gliding Cl ub 

\Vllld{' \'~h : ln' Pnrk. Whiliipld . J)OVEH. Kl' nt'. 

(''1'1.-) ;l N H T: OLHH ~~1HKK S: Snndm IbviH. 

HolI ;.' '1'1'('(' ('dllage. \Vald C"l'~har(' Hond . 

:\ s hl!'\·. IlOVEIl. KI'nt ('TI:i ').JA . 

T: tll :i(H 1"i:l79;i;') 

Chilt cl'ns (scl'vi('cS dub) 
I: hll p:lJwww.•lv;l.(.o.uk/(.gl. 
H.\ F' 1I alton T: n1~H(i (j:'! :J .) :~ ,-) 

Clc\'{' lands (!-\l'I'vic l' .s dub) 
I: hl! 11 :!lwWw.cli z:; hliwtlwi rfit-ld.free::->l·rn ..co.u k 
KIF iJi sh!'or," T: OH ZJ 3:1·111.-,:1 

Con n e l Gliding Cl ub 
North CClnrH'1 Ai!'field. OBAt'\ . !\n~\'11 

'1': (lIll:!l 7 1111:1H S: Ill'uc" Mill"l'. ~11I1(Jh Vii. 
Iil g!' J)l'v (~ lopnH' nt. B('nckrloc li , OI3:\:"J. P.,\ :H 
I f/S T: fll fi:J I n il 1'12 

COl"llis h GlidinJ:! Club 
I: h l tp : tl lII {,' lllhc'r~. ;lul.l·urn/((lrll ~lid('/p~lgl' 1.hlln 
T'l't' \'c lla .. Aidiclc!. St. el'O I"gf' 7'O lIili. PEl{· 
fLI:\POHTII. Cm'nw,, 11 THfi 9QB T: II IH72 
;)7:! 1:l 1 E: co l'ng-lidc·,I;lOL c.:o m S; It G illuw. 
HOIlH,I(-ig-h. Go I~; :l li t £nJ. nEDH CTl-I , ('UI'II ' 

\\' ,lil TIU.-, :l EL T: 01:109 :I 16.iH:J 
E: ),! ll low:lIg-illow.curoiJt.' ll. co .uk 

Cot:-;\\o'"ld Gliding C luh 
I : hi Ip :llwww.fl. lH...1n ·...:o.u kJ..... (.'01~wll l c il 


A x!.., !) 1)0 \\' 11 Ail'fi l· ld . ~linchinh:llllp UJ n. 


STI1() U D. (;Ios. (H.(i HilT T : III~ H!; 7(ill'll'1 s: 

Bill A ldt<n. MOllk ~ ])iu'h, CHA:\i IlA. L Glw..; 

(;1.1 HilI' T: 1) 1 1,i2 H(i~:17;1 


Cl'u nw c ll (sel-viecs) 
I: hI l . p: llwww.glidl. r:-i . fl.l \(.~(. I.\.e .\.(J.llk 

HAl-' Cl'anwt.:!1 1': 0 }.10() ~(iJ:lOl x/:!;HJ 
JJ: 0 7H7 OH(i!l{lO l. W('C"kC' ndx & PH vllly. 

CuldnH)(' (ser\'il~ cs) 


lC\ ( ' lI ldl'Of.;C' &: Prcdanna c.: k . 


n~tI· tmool' Gliding Socit·t.y 
Ilu rl1 i'o rd Common. Bren lor. 'I'.\V1 8,[,0( ' K 
D" VU II , 't: I)I H2l HI071~. 
s: ~-I<lrk ,\nloJcI. Pa rk ( ' C)l t !t ~I . Ch illa tu ll . 
LI FTON. fl c \'ull l'L H; 11 11 1". 
T: 0 182:1 titiOl7 1. 

Deesidt· Gliding C luh 
I: h tt p: ffwww.richa rtir'lw.fn.·cscl'vtJ .c.o.uk 
,\l;U.\·IH' .\ irfi c lcl, Din nd , ABOY:\,K .\U:H 
:iLI3 T: Ul:l30 ~H.::; ;n9 S: Bhowl .\hq.~·l!w:tn. ~ :') 

COll tlaw PlaCt.... ~I{(LLTD1J)ER. .\bl;!l'c! (,!(.' \l· 
, "i n ' ABI:ll)[)S. T: 0122 ( 7:1:1:1.;0 

Oellhi,:!h Gliding Cluh 
LLI'\\,(JIli Pan:. Mold Ho:td . DE I\ RI C:Jt. ~ . 

W.til·S. S: (John 13rad 11..') . i:2. !) nro ught o ll !I a ll 
Hlla d . nl'OU~hl\l1l C IIJ::STEH. ('hc,hil'e CIH 
oqQ T: I) I~ 14 5:l :l1(; I 

Uerb.vshirc & Lancashil'c GC 
I : h lt p :llwww.~ licli n j.!.u · lH'u:om 

Camph ill. <:1 Huckl""" T1IlESIVEI.L. De rhv 
S Kli KHQ T: OI~9H Hil:l?!) 
E: cll g-c'lI ).! liding . u~lwl .t:olTl S: ; )au J lh-'Hvil. 
CriflHt. n"rh" Rd. RbI.· • DHAYCO'IT. J)"l'hv 
1l1:Z :ISS T: U'II,i ~):l!:l293 1 ' 

D('von & Somerse t. G liding Club 
i"(lr lh Hill Airfie ld. IJroadh (, ~lhury. HO!\: I· 
TON. [)(' .....UIl . '1'; 01-1()<I H Il :~~(j s: Eddi(l 
Rrolllwl'IL Lynwood. Kt'nnronl. EXETEH. 
0<'\'011 EX{l 7VA T: () 1:}!-J2 X:l:tx:j() 

Durset Gli ding Cl ub 

Ey Fi t' ld . PuJdletown RO:HI. Hydt,. WAHE· 

Tl A.\t1. Durxel BHlO 7Nfi 

'1': OI!J'lH W:'):)HH S: David J\lI ihtHl(' 

Virgin i...l. :\ol'th Stl'f'('t. I.:\ :-..n.: 1'0 HT. 

S(~n \{ ' I'~l'I T,\ H19HH . '1': IIl -'I:iH :n;S:HllI 


ORA Farnbol'ou g h (Hc!:itl'ictcd) 
J: hl' \'.p :llfre(,.,,;p:Jc t'.\' i\'~in . n (' t f 

jon .k nnw l(· ~lt l ra - ~e . hlm I 
HI\F Odih:lllI. (){) IH:\~II, H:lT11 jJs hin · IH;2!1 
1QT T: () 12.')(1 iO:J 1.') 7 (dllbholl ~e) or 0 1~}j (i 

7[1:1 13 1 (il /II'Ops). ~ l clllbel'shirS: M..". t), .1, 
Knowles T : () 1 :l.11 09;j~ti7 ur Ol:!fd :) I:2.H:l:l 
E: jUIl.knowl('~!1 vit·gin.I1N 

Dukcries Gliding: Club 

UDm~lon Aidil'ld , G~lllMlon. I';AST HET· 

FOI{J) . :\'olts . S; ,) P('lI:lt.l . H ~·Icad ll \\, Hond . 

WOHKSOP, No ttill g-h:l m:-. hire. 

'1': ()190$,l ,,)OlO:1:! C: (K('it h C r·l.'t.:llry) 

E: Kci thf.tgn fTor"'ke (em :,l') cO Ilk 

O uml'l'i c s & Di fi tJ'iCl G lidin " lub 
I: h it p:llw\\ w.pa .sz: kl.rrl'c~e l-n' . co. uk/ddgc . ht lll 

Fu lll\l ll ZI,;U ll. h~ DALliEATTIE. Dumf'ti l"1'1 I. 

(;a IJoway. T: 01:187 iuO(jO l 
S: I. Si:lck.~" 1-lal'dt hu l'll I{"ad, D U MFRIES, 
J)G~ HHY T: OI;1,~7 :2li4(iI~ 
B: (Ka/. P;l:->z ki) li~:' I ' llH~ '(! kj fl't'(')j!'rvt ' co u..Ii 

East Sussex GlidinJ.( C lub 
I: hI t p:llwww.gl iJ(.rpiltl l..ndi 

ca!; t~ Ul"HOXg Iid ingci uh 
Kj Ls on Fi('ld . The 13r·uy}c. RI:'\(:}t 8H. Eil l'i t 

SU>'l 'X ll~H ii:IP T: O I8~:) IYIO:IH 
S: J . S. For :--h ' r. ~ l (;rl~-llli l'id Dri v(!. Hidgl" 
wood . U(,KFI ELD. !~a:o;l Su :-.~t'X T N:l:l fi tiF 
T: (jl ~2 .) 7(i7.)07( i 

En!-\ tonc Eagles G lidi.ng Club 
I : hI I p:II J11L' lllil(·r,s .aoi.t:om/c Ll s t..(lTl cgcl 

l'llnlrul Tuwe r. En :-o tlllH:' Airfield. CHIPPI)JG 

:--IO I{TOK OX O(l OX7 4:--11' T: IIIGOS 6774 (; 1 

s: ,John ~ichol :-;o l1 . :ll ,Ja c..:k ~ 1 raw l.a11('. H( -arl· 
ing lon. OXI'OI(J), OX:I IIDl. l': (lI H(;.) .J:!:l(;~H 

c: ~ 1 .\Vt·:-;t o n E: mikL'j wt'"lonrluk .i l!m.t'1l1ll 

Essex Gliding C )uh 
J: ht Ip:llhtlnH 'Jl 'II..: (' ~. (': nl (' l"Jlri H.l'. I\( ' f Iiib,lrl ­
[':or l h W"" ld .\il·fid d. NOHTII IV I-;ol I.D. 

(I ndol: 
Hidgt-we ll A irfi e ld. Pnnnl'is .\ ::-: h ..h )w ll . 
S UIlBURY. Sun' lll< ['(JIO H. IU 
'1': OH iO I H;; 1Il:{ 
S: G. \-tar-tin . ,,.... H "Vti tOIl.\q' tllh.'. ( ' III. G­
l,'ORIl . Lo ndon E-I ~'II)F 
T: 01 8 1 .-1:1:10011 

Essex & Suffolk Gliding C luh 
I: http://www.<'5I!'C .t.:o. uk 

\Vut'Tllint-l'forJ A tl'l ip ld. Fordham Hnad. \Vol"m · 

ill ~rol'd . COLCIIESTEH. E•• ex COO :l,\q T: 

01:l0(j :211.")$l(j s: Chri~ Buil('> \' 

E: c.: hl' i!- .E "~l' rton. colll T: 0 17P1 :l~2:l~ :~ 

F(~ nlnnd (se l'vi('cH) 
I: hI Lp:/lw\\'w.gliliin geJuh .rn 't·:-;t·l......t·.CLl. uhl 
Il'\F ~i:lrIWIll T: 01'700 ;I;) 'i~ ~i l 

Foul' Counti es (scI'vices) 
rC\F SYl' I'~ t u ll T: 0 1(j:,G :}2.-;;WO 

Fulmul' (services) 

HAl-' Kinloss T: O lao~ 1j7~Hj l x7MI~1 


GIYlldwl' Soa ring C lub 

S('(': North Helles (;( idin~ (,l lll) 

:lnt! f)(,IlIJigh (;li rl in j! (, Ili b 

H I:'I'e fOl'dshil'(, Gliding Clu b 
I: ht I.p :ll\\'w\\'.~h(j l )rl()n . d('lllon .<:o. ukShohdoll 
f\irll t'ld. H(,rt.fo1'(h.;hin ' IIHCi 9NH 
T: OISGS 70H~(l8 S: Mid"...1 Dodd. 20 HolI," 
mOllnl. \VOH(,I-:STEIL \\'(H'C~ WIH HSE 
1': II I ~XI,; ~M:HH O\' OI'I ~:l :l11~~I; 

F.: lIIik t'_dodd "'Phoenix.l:IlIn 

H eron (se rviccs) 

Heron Gliding Cl ub. H>.T. S Yl'oviiLo n. fl.CII ­

ESTEH. SOIll l' I':O; t'l B.\~ :l ~HB 
T: (wt·('k C'Il(\:...) 0 J!Ja .) l.,)ti:m O (c1ulJhullse) ( II' 

(J19:~ ?; -1.'l(1;n7 ( hang~t r) 

s: Ro~~r r1o\\' I\IJI' T: OHM;) 1:l :l!i 6 
eFt : lJ(lmk ~ l a rp"l l' T: 11 193.; RG105:; F: 
01 9:1 t, tit;;f7j 7 M: O~)6G ~;J7 2:) 'j 

E: OL' r('k,f i\ 1;1 r'!Hlll·~ I; t.:O Ill pll ~l'rv(:.C(l1ll 

Hi g hland GlidinA Cluh 
I~U'l l4.' rt nn Ji'arm. BlI'lli('. f<:J.(~I :"J" . ,\ ·Im·ny:-;ili rc 
T: 0 134:1 Hfi027:Z 
s: "lr~ S .J \V{'h:-; f( ' r..) St· .\iil'i1;l('i'x l.alH' . 
IJ UFFTOWN. fj""fT,. ,11l,-),-) ","'(; 

Imperial Collc~l" Gliding C lub 
I: h(tp: ..www.~u.ic.:l(..l1k/cll\li:o;Ot · . · rc c'/J!. lidin~ 

d u La:.h :lI11 (;lid ing Soc. T: 01 1[-) (1 :1 -1:170 
E: i(.1;'C"\I1 ic.:w.lIk 

Is landers (bile of :\l an) 
Set-: A ltdrl.!u l) 

Kcnt (~lidin~ C lub 
Sq uid s Ga ll'. CII.V~LOCK . KCI\l T~~5 IDR 
T: 012:J3 7 '1021'1 & 01~:1:17l 0:I07 

F: 011:1:> 7-10K] J S: SWfilll Borl. l :l(i Grove 

[':Irk. Lundun. SEn HL[) , T: 0 111 n .1v,j:J2 


Kcstr'd (Odial1l . a rmy ) 
s : P dl'!' H C'w~t(Jllt · T : Ul:l.)~ tj7 1')mJ~ 
CFI: ~I:I\,l' j\ lor1(·)· T: (j1 7~'1 'l fiO:JB(; 

L.akes Gliding Club 
I: htl.p :llwww.l:!k(.~ gc. fo l.cd).t.:o. ll k 

II':Iin"y ,lirJ'i"ld. 1l.'\l{J(OIl'· I:\· F U!t:-,i ESS. 

C u m hria 1.J-\ 11 :lY.J '1': OI~:1H 17 J.1 .,)A 

S : .\. Dennis. ;) l Solwl\\' Drive. Wa h lf> \' 

Isitu ,I. IJAR[{OW. IN . PUJ{:-.! ESS. C ur;lbl'ia 

L:\l ;; :}Xi\ T; OI2:l~J 470075 


I.a s lHlIll Gl idin,!! Sudet.y 
I: htlp:lI\\'w\\' . I ; I :--h ; lm.c l l ·~. lIk 


L)\ ~b : llI1. "\ 1 :rO~. l-bnL..; (3 :)11 .=j~S 


T: ()i~ fI(i ;iHl::~l 

S: ,John (ji Ii l('rl (C. \ ) 
E: of'lin-,:u\;lc;\wlll.c ll"g. uk 

,, :).t • 

August - September 1999 31 

http:of'lin-,:u\;lc;\wlll.cll"g.uk
http:htlp:lI\\'w\\'.I;I:--h;lm.cl
www.~u.ic.:l(..l1k/cll\li:o;Ot
http://www.<'5I!'C.t.:o
http:Glidi.ng
http:p:ffwww.richartir'lw.fn.�cscl'vtJ.c.o.uk
http:p:llwww.fl.lH
http:lllow:lIg-illow.curoiJt.'ll.co.uk
http:lv;l.(.o.uk/(.gl
http:t.p:llwww.glidexn.uk
http:Buckminst.cr
http:f'hl'i:-"lIil(�x�it.cll-Ill(IILco.uk
http:Sl'CrctnrY'lhggc.ci(�mon.cll.uk
http:hltp:llwww.bgg{..deIllOll.(.IJ
http://www.dt�..;.illl
http:httJl:f1h()ll\l'pa~ws.ll
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LincoLn s hil'l! Gliding Club 

Slrllhby Airfivld, ;\LFOH fl. Li nc:-' 1,);'1.'1 1. \.'\ 

T: OHiO? 4.i()(.,OR S: SU>v<, S,\'k l~J'';' 187 HnIlHlJ1 
Blink, SKEUNI'::::;S, Line!" PE::!!i Isn. 
'1': OI7.l ·t 7fiU 17() 

London Glidinll Club 
I: htt.l):II·,...·ww. powl' rnN.t:c l.uk /glitiillgl 
'Ihng Hoad. nut-.: ·T.,\BLK Br.'dfurd:-: hil'(' U Jfi 
:2,IJlT:()1 ,)~~fi{i:J 11 9S : K.1)ownhalll. i" 
Gn:'Pll\\'HY':-; . ABHOTS l.A1\·ULEY. Hel'l s WDi) 
oEU T: 0 19:!:-3 ::!1-i7():iH 

Marc.hinglon Gliding- Cluh 
~tJe: .V(,r't/woo£i F'o"('~l (;{idin~.' CI1lb 

Mcndip Gliding Club 
Halt,ti la nd A.Hfic ld, New HU:Hl. f)l'ny cOlt. 

e ll GO[)AR ~(jmc 1':'·u ·t IlS:! 7 :\S.J 
T; U17'1H H7():31:! s: ,1. P. Haxell , SOll1l'nlak. 
Ham H il l. Hiknmlw. UATH ..\von T: 017fil 
:.n:!OKU 

Midland Glidin:g Club 
I: hl l p:llnll'lIlh('r!'.:lol.l'omJiol1!:!"ll1ynd/mg-c. h till 

l.ong .\·I.md, CHUIlCH STIlETTON. Shrlll' ­
ohil'(, S'{G 6TA T: 0 l.-,HB (i50~Ufj 

S: .John PrIlTY. Holly ('ott :"lgl· . W('l1tI101". 

BISHOPS CASTLE. !;hrop>h m' SY~J i;EE 
'1': () 1 fiHK (j.)o;n~J 
E: hJl lg'lll ) nci.(:"·aol.com 

Ncedwood Forest Gliding Cluh 
I; htlJJ: I/oul"\vorld .conl]JlI tH.' I"Vl'.C'om/ 
llomcpage:-: It\J)Clm Jl n!: III 
['ross HaveH Fjeld. Md kl' l" Lane, Hoar Cros,:; . 
OliRTO~ ON n{El\'T s",lf9 1l~; I: l KQR 
T: OlllH:l .")15.111) 

GPS: ."):! '" ·t7 ·4U"~· (It°'HfH''W 

S: And)' ,J. [)a\·is. 9.:; (;ru'll Lam'. Shclficld. 
WM.SALL_ IV"" .\lidb ll(b . WS'I lIlB 
T: 0U122 G9:l8~O E: (.\I1<.l~' Chapman ) 

Pete rhoruugh & Spaldi.n~ G 
I: hl tp :lJhonwpa~\ · ",.l'lltl']"pri~{' .I IU(J 

1l1lPllllclnug'hlin 
Pruo.l.lu od ..\irl i... lrl. CROW i.",\ \f J). Line,..; . 
T: () 1, 1;J ~ I 0·16:1 
S: Lind:l Himn. 21 Sir I.,.;n;\!: Nf> \vto l\ Drivl' .. 
IH)ST()i\', l .illwlJ]:<hin' PI~~! TS(I 
C:. 0(' 1 i\ ldalighlill 
~: nodm('ll lul!hlin~({t'ntl'rpl' i :-- (>.nd 

Portsmouth Naval nc ( s(~ I' "ic;es ) 

PNr:C. PO Box IRG, FAHI-:H.\M. lIa"I> 1'011 
:IX I. 'I'll': OIIO~, ;; .;OS02 
E: do 1l1;lrlin. h c llq ..dw!l,iJ.,f{-'un.{"Il ll l 

RAE Bedfnrd Flyin!! C lub 

LluilcJio~ Iml. [)1lA. llElWOIW. Hl'drord.,hin· 

MK 'I I (iAI': 

1': 0 J1:),1 :If·j I 0 79 

S: :\1. Hi lc ,y. J 1 l'OjJi;J), "\\J('l1ll< '. REOFOHD, 
~IK 'I I MBI, T: (JI~:JI :H7r.li7 

Ratth!sdcn Glidin,::t Cluh 
I: hUp:lI\\'ww.ccll-', l'flll /rgl.·/ 
l{ ~ltlI O&dl~n .\irfldd. IIi Jfh loWTl Urccn. [{:It 

tle"I!'Il . IILnl \' SI. 1':[)~Il'N IlS . 
Sufl<,lk l. :lU USX 
'1': 01 ,1,19 7:17I,,,~j 

s: llum phJ'( '~' ( 'lwlIlhl' rlain. Hill H(JII ....;('. Ut. 

Y(Oldham. II ALSTf·:1\D. E..... "(':\. 

1': (I 17H7 23 n 'll 


RS RE Flying Club (<<,,-vices) 

DHA 1'('r:,h01'(', Long 1.;1I1C. T hl'ockmmtnn . 

I'E!{SI-IO[(E. 1\101'<" WI{ III 2LW 

T: (II :lR6 ;'.)lln 
s: Chri:-; Thornhill. .; 'J'lw LlI1t'~ . KK\IPSEY. 
\VOITS WH !1 :Hi; 
T: I) WO.; H~ 1;; .1K 

Su{;kville Gliding C1ub 

Snckv ille L(ld~1.' F:lrm. Hi~C'll'~·. n{'dford sh il'l~ 


St.rat'hdydl' G liding Cluh 

S tl'a lhavCll Airlil."lli. Coudhw Fa rm. 

STHATILWEN. l,acwrk,hin' 

1': (n:);)7 520i:1ii 

S: Colin Ibg(' l't .\'. :J.I Wood SUn 'l, Bbirhill. 
CO.\TSBlm)C:E. L;cllGI.,hi,." \ 11 •.) liS 
T: 0 1~3(; Illl>H 

Stratford On Avon Gliding Club 
I: ht I p.llw\\,w.gbut 1( · r.d('IlI()n.l'o.uk /~oal!c/ 

Sn i ll ~rfi(lld Ai rfi eld. JJ~~arlL"Y [load. Snll,lOl" 
lieW. STn.vr rOH ll-O:\·AVO:\, W"'b <:\'::7 
OEO 1': () 17H!l 7~1 (l9.) S: ~ 1. [);CVil". 1(; F;cl · 
:;ta f1' :\\'{:., IIOr.l ,YWOOIJ. Birmingham H l7 
:IE II T: (Il ;-,(H ,~~2 ~3 09 

Surl'ey & Hants Gliding Club 

Ll:-.;h:-Illl .1-\ ]1'/"]('1( 1. 1,; I:-:hall1. AI.1'O\1, l[ ;lmp' 

:-:hil'l ' '1': 0Ii."i(i :lHli 7() 

S: Liz W('II, (('..\ ) 

Su....ey Hill!oi Gliding Cluh 
K('nk,' AirG, Id. CAT EHl-l.'1M. Sur,."" CR8 
.11'(; '1': III hi 7(;:j omll 
S: Pt'te l' Wann (CA) 

Th e Nlut.ol' Glid(!1' Cl'ntrp_ 

llilll(JIl -in-tlw·lll'ri g(':-; :\irfil'id. St t" .Illl', 

HHAC'I'LEY. :\1nrthHlll ~ .\Ji\1 :~ H!.X 
'1': Ol:lH7) )-\1:27 7;) i\I: ()~:Hj h{/' ~I :tl 

S: .\11 '''; SIIl-'an ~;:lg l (l~ . fI Ball in] BUild . 
rllL\(,KI.IOY. i\'of' lh,cnl , :'\':\1:1 ni X 
'1': Ol:2Htl7()6::!7:2 

Tbe Soarinp; Centre 
I : hit p:llwww.:;;oa l~i n gl..-. nll.p.d (. mon.cl!.ukl 

I I U:-:. b:ITlds Ho:,.; \\,orlh :\ irfit 'lrl. l ,t :TTEH ­
W()I(TH. Lolrs LE I, (i-J.) 
T : 01 H;-)K ~~O;):21 0]' ()} K'="i:-\ ~HU t :2H 
S: J)and Boot h. S:-eHIlW r(' Hou :-;('. Hi gh 
S!r,,!'! ~·. \SIOI3Y, :-Iol'thnnts NN(l 7ll lJ 
T: OH)(H i·.lOiO} 

,""elland Gliding Club 
I: htlp:llwww.skynPl. CfI. uk l 
'. rnid.:n/wl· lland .ht Illl 
L,\'\'('(lol1 Aidll' ld. ll :lrh'y \Vay, I,YH'don Hoad. 
Hri~::,toe k. KETTEHl~·n. >-iorth ;lllliitoll ,..hire 
T: (J 1 n~ ::!OR2:17 
S: 1\1 1'." Lallra Lind('It. 7;) Vi(';lragp Farm 
H(I:Jd. WEI.JLI NG BOHOL: ( ;H. :"\nrthanl", 
NN8 ;'J.:L 
T: 01 !·JJ ;S 67HH1.i 

Wold, Gliding Club 
I: hltp:llwww. wold !-> ·gl iding.nrg 
The .\iriil·Id. Pu('klinglon. YO HK Y04 ::!t\' H T: 
() J i;-)$J :·lU;j."),H 

S: l)!lvid "·Iunday. 19 Church Hoad. \Vnlill" 
H li l.L_ H Ui oX·) T: 014Ki H~I:JU5 

\Vl'ckin (s(!l"v iccs) 

C()~ f(H'd T: 0 tHo::! {) 1 007:1 

\V,VVC I'U (sel"v ic:e!'i ) 
UPUVIIIl (Arm y) 

York Gliding Centn:~ 


I; hI t p:llw\\'w.yol'i-.:.ac.uld ·· mdc l /ygc.ht III I 

HufTorth t\ e rodrotne. Hufforth. YOHK Yurko 

,h in, Y02 :1(-1-" 

T: 01904 73H(if)1 
S: How;lrd )\lclkI'Il lUtt ·i{(,lw. ~ Spring­
.\v{'nul'. Long K( ' l'. KEIGIILEY. \Vl' ~ t York · 
:-ohire BD21 ·1 UG. 
T: ()I:):j :") G(i:-I4!J2 

YOl'ks hil'<'> Gliding Cluh 
I : hltp:llwww.we!lIn;lrke ti]]gxu.uk /YI-!t' 


SlIt.tnll Bank . THI HSK. North YOl'b:hi J'1' 

YO,2EY 

'1': ()] ~ · t l) iJ~)/:l ; S7 F: OHH i5 ,iB7 :H)7 


E: Ygl i(ling-clu h'!~ \ ' (IIJ1Pll~P(,"<: .('I)n) 

S: .\.Jr:-; .\·Ia ri a n S tanl!.':,-·. :I.) ~\'I (loq.!Ht l' 


I(oad. Kipl'a, . l.EI,;nS. LS~il 7 ET ~ 

AOCh'lplTIan"r:co111 pl1 ~(·r\'C'.coll1 

:\'c n f~ Valley Glidin~ Club 
I: htt\1:lIwd)~i te.lincolle.n (:t/-gpnuLlallltlq;d 

()ff Ha nlsey Iio,ld, Upwood, HUNTINGDON. 
('ilmh~ :\1: OliGO mJ:H 79 
S: L{,:-: Wnl..';}}, n ::)dwol Hoacl. Earit.h. H UNT· 
INGOO:\, Carnh, Pf:17 :IQLl 
T: 111 '187 H'I:lO~(I 

:\'e w81'k & Notts Gliding Club 
Thp Cl ub Ilou . ...; l'. IJruvl' Lanl'. \\"jnl-hUrpl'. 
\ lEW ...\HK. NOlti n).dHlrll :;hin.' .\"Gl<12K'{ 
T: oloan TIi Tlo l 
S: ]\1. E \' :lll:-\. ] I{aml a ll Cb. j\" EW,!\ HK. Noth 
:\C;21 ~LF T: 0 ](i:16 70·129:3 

;\()f'fulk Gliding Club 
I : hl\",Jl:I/w\\'\\'. ng('gli(tc'. fn·(:' ~ e l·v('x(). uk 
Tiiwnh ;!lll l\irfL(,lcl. LOS(; STHATTO \", \ 101" 

folk ~i HJ(i l\iT T: ()n7~) ()77~()7 
E: nw·~/n\'()ndHk.c111r:t.l1d 

s: .Jo~i t..' lJl"I~~ ..-\v(Jl1rial l!. :\~()r\\'ich Rd. 
Ib ahol']l(>. Xl'1·LEBOHClUC;U. Norfulk :\ Ill' 
~ LB 1': 1119,;;1 1,>li31 (I 

~Ol'th DeVOll Gliding Club 

Eagle~colt Airfie ld. Burrington. U'\-lBEH· 

LEH ;II . Nor1.h 1)('\,011 T: {l]7()H ,:")20401 S: H. 


l'(':u ·:·:lm. Sicilloni:L. St. P{'l('r~ Hd. Fn·ming· 

lon , H:\I{\,STABLE. J) P\,O Il 1': OI :.!7] itl2(H 


:\Iot,t.h \Vi.lle.s Glidin~ Cluh 
Llanti~ i li o ~ I otlnlain ~ . \V:llc~ 
Gilll'p nn;ln t i\l: ()/.':!() 1 :,UI()(13 

Nort.humbria (aiding Cluh 
I: http://w\\'\\'.;IV]H't.('o.uk/homelm li ·lti;·4 ngt:. h tlll 
( ' urrcc.k Hil l, (,ho]1w(' ll. ~E\V( ; ,·\STI,I': · 

UPON-TY:-; I·:. N I'17'.\X 
'f: Ol:l(J7 ;;()]~8(j 

S: Uon \Vclsh. H Til(' Court. Whic k ham. 
~'EIVCASTL I, NEIG ·IUW 
T: on)) ·! <"3:-17702 . F': 01H1 '1 2:~~BK:1 

Oxford Gliding Cluh 
I: htl-p ;//w·ww.H·ctol.'fi clds.cu.ukhJgdind(' x.htm 

l{Af' Wl's to n On 'I'h(' (;n'<" Il. B[CESTf:H. 

Oxon OXG wrq

'r: ()lKG~ :i ,j;I:W.") 

S: lJ. Tadol'. 3 1. Chu l'~h Hoad, L:XIlIlIOGE. 
Mi drlle ••,,- UIlH ~l:-;Ll 
T: 0109:; z:1l1 57 

Oxfurdshil'e Spol'tnying Ltd 

En1-itoflL' .-;\ {'rodrome. CHURCl-l E::\S'I'()::\E. 

Chon OX7 1 \'1' 

'1': (J!(IOR (j77~OK 


S:.r. Illakel1lorl' (C;\) 


~ I K I-I I ll:; T: nl~:1 1 7I1 HH77 
S: Tim Wilkinson ((,,\ ) 

Scottbh Gliding Cent.re 
I: hl tJ J:llwww.porl mo:1k.fol"n.8.c(I.1I k 
f\l1·I.Ill (J:lk .\il'fidd. Scothilldw c·ll ! 'I\' K[~ · 

ROSS. KY J:l I.J.J . 
T: OI.")9:l S!O:i ,!:J or Ol rl~)2 H-10;) -1:3 
s: .JamC:-i PI'O\'an (C\) 

Shalhour'llt' Soa l"in,!! Sudety 
I: http://www.anch .I].Jle. d(.ll1uT1.l:O.u k/s:-s~ 

[liv,»' Hill .\ic-lil'l d. Ilr-nh-". ~l.\HL/)OI ­
OUGI-!. Wilt.~hit'c' S\lB :)H.J 
T: ol:l(H 7;1l~()! S: Cliv(' Ha rder. B The 
Francc' , . '1'[-[.\'1' ('1 1.\ 1\1. Herb. ItU 1:1 ILT 
T: OW:1,) ~fl7ti{j,) C: St<'phl'1l 0IUH't' 
E: stcplll'II " lIl l l1e r. claI'H. lwt 

Sheningtoll Gliding- Club 
I; http://fnw:;pac(' .virg ill .nc Llf1.. twr.m/sgl'i 
Sh(' lli]lgt OIl .'\irlil'ld, S lu 'ninglon . U,,\NI1UHY, 
O.'Wll. OX I1, li:\Y 
T: () 1~9.") 6HOOO l::' 
T : 0 I :l9.~ GHH 121 (duhhousd 
s: Hilary Stl'w·n,"" (CA) 

Shl'opshire Soaring Group 
Sll'ap .\irfipld. WE.\!.· Shl'op:-;hin' BY,t :HIE 
T: 0 JH:i9 ;L :i:104.") S: r. H.n te.hlft' . Fa.vl' ll(l.'. 
Fulfol'c! Hd. :) tukc-on-Tl'C' nt. SlHrf:-; ST J1 HQT 

Southdown Gliding- Cluh 
I: hu p:l/www. sou l hdm\'ll- g-\·.d( ·lllOll.C().u k 
Parh<llll.\irfipid . ('nolh;llll. l'ULHOI{() U(ill. 
\\fl':--1 Su~:-;(' x HH:W ,HiP 
T: ()l ! ..JIj:) 71:21:~7 (or/in') 
T: OIH():) f ,!("i7()(i (ciu!JhollF.(') 
S: Df' I'l:k SephLoll ( ':\ ) 
E: (I.{ ' Forbes) ll"fI blot x O.l..Jk 

South 'Vales (;lidin,C; C luh 
I: hi IJl : /J\\Iw\\'.u5'r' r1q~lohalnN .cn.l.lk/·~ to llyh( ) 

Thl' .'\i l'fif'ld. U,\·c'rnc- . ...;m·\·. USK. (;\'\"r-nl 
T: 0129 1 fi9Ufl;·Hi S: Rid~ard Sinter. :: Thv 
Hicki'i('lcI, Here,ford Hd. " IO N" lfJ UTH. XI'" 
:IHL T: ()!fi!lO 71:16(;-1 
E: ri c h ~lJ"(t~hl t l' l' ll :1I'i<:kficld.frCl'!'cl·\'l'XIl .uk 

Spilsby SOHring Tl'ust 

Gl'eat Steeping . ::; 1'1 LSBY. Li nc~ 


T: () 17,")4 H~I()2~ 1 
S: Tim Wil ~hir(' . Th(' 1'0....1· Ot1ie('. GI( ':1f1' 
SLPcpin~. SPILSBY. [,in (":'-. 

S taffordshire GHding Cluh 
I: hlt Jl:l/w\\'\\' .I...didt'.de mon.('() . uk!~ !t 1 

~ej~hf(J ~'d A~'~~~l'~d : , ~~~hrnrd. ST.'\ FFOHD. 
::il,ltf:-: 1 : O} d~:) i~2;) /.J 

'l'renl Valley Gliding Cluh 
I: hltp:llw\\'w.;"H:iJ:l.dl1rllon .('o.uk 
Tlwt\iriielrt. Kirton in Lind:-:ey. C :~t :.JSH()R-

T; OUi.:"j2 (j ,tH i77 S: Wa\~ n(' J)(1\\'ick. fj Station 
I{oad. Kil·ton in Lilll!:-;,·\". nA I ~SBO HOUGH , 

Lil1l.;~ 1)~:21 til B T: ()](:i5~ u · 1 8:!~17 

E: pwdcwick(u k irton.delTIon.co.uk 

Turwcston Gl.iding Club 
TUl'w(' t=.t on .\idicld. TUl'westo)1 . RH.\CKLEY. 
\;orthnlTIptollshirc.. T: () 1~SOilHi!oO 
s: .\["d~ Burnard. KO Wolvc,]·toll [{oad. 'I ony 
Stra tford . ,1l1:I'ON KEY NES. Buckin g­
ham~hirl' .\JK 11 } DT T: 0 ]HOH :)H78()() 

UI~tcl' GIidin,l! Club 
I: http: //\\·ww. d · n ·a . lwthl$pect:.;Jl1~C 

Bdl~ll'l'na , S~i.H·Oi1 ti t Huad. LL~ IAVAOY, Co. 
i.o lldol1llc rr., · T: 01.1(H 7.)O:.:H.I1 
S: TOlll Slluddv, 1 Orchard Way. fl OLY· 
WOOD. County D OWI1 BTIS OeE 
T: OU:l~ ' 1 ~;j~ 'I , 

UpWind Bound TrU!'it Gliding Club 
( /\"o po.'.;!) ,\ylt'$;iJurylThame Aidield. II AI)· 
[)E:-';)r.\~r. Bue];" s: r. Chulllh0l'lain, 8~1 
L(·vlT . ...;tuck G r\.'t.~ 11 Rd, II EM EL HEl\ lP­
STIo:,\O . lIe r!s 1': OI 'I · I~ (i11 'lI 

Valt~ of Clwyd e liding Club 
S('(,: I\'(lrth \1("1/(',:,' (;lidifl,!! ('Ill/! 

Val<' Of :-;" ath Glidinf! C lub 
Hhi~(J~ :\ irii(·ld, ~ 10\1ll1 Road, ('('fn Hhigo,-:" 
(;LY~::\EXJ'H , ~ lid gi:lmllq..!,iI !l 

S: \Y. io:van.<-l. 18:1 SI Ht'\('IlS .'\\ 'i .. SWt\;\S)o;A. 
S.\1 -l N E T: III m2 (:i.,);{77~1 
E: .JEvan,. i 5fl ] .c.f(lU1. c.:nm 

Valt' of\Vhit.c Hon:ic Gliding Cpntn: 
I: h I'! Jl:II"' .....,w.llcl cnmuk.clJ .u k/- tl1l'lw rgl 
Sandhill F;lrm. ShJ'i venhHlIl. SWJ N J)():-\. 
Wilt!-> '1': I) 1 7 ~):-1 7K:..1HKn 
E:t.urn\ 'rg ·11 (l('tccIIllUK.\·o .uk 
C: Edmund I"ogg in K l.bllllorni Closp. Lawn, 
SW INI101\' . lVilchirl' SN:1 I HIt. 1': OI 7~: 1 

t);~.~,\"'J;) S: ?\ Iil·;c>SkilllH'l'. ·1 Ch('dwurth (;al <:'. 
SW I :\llO~- . Wilhhire ~i\':l IN I': 1': 01 ?;J:l 
· IH~: i 1~J E: m i' H.-,: vIlv /I"(:.o m lH1 :-;en·l'.cO)ll 

Vccti!'i Gliding Cluh 
I: h! tp:l/www.bt.in IP rn f.t.(.( .111/- \·(\(· ti s.glidi n g 
('/0 Pihtu:-; lkit t :lll !\·o],llla n. Ut'mhridge:\il'­
lidfl. IIE~IBHIl)(;K loW s: ~'lakolm Hud· 
dolT!. 7 Old Foq.!t: Clo:-\p. Pitt s L.an('s. Bin · 
s to d. HYIlE. loll' I'rn:; :l PL 
T: 0 1 9S;~ ;j 6 Tti5:! 1';: hurhla l' t··U'z,otn c'l, cn.uk 

UK Clubs 
On-line 

The Bri tish Gliding 
Associations's UK Club 
Direc tory is also pub ­
lished o n the BG A' s 
websi te at http:// 
www.g lidlng.co .uk. 

When sending new 
club details to the BGA 
(changes to Ihe club 's 
Secretory, telepho ne , 
fox. InterneL email 
etc, ) I'd be grateful if 
you would let me know 
too so I con upda te 
the web-s ite. My postal 
and email a ddresses 
are on the contents 
p age . If a ny c lub 
would a lso like to have 
other details o f Its oper­
a tion publi hed under 
its on-line entry (oper­
at ing days/ limes, e tc, ) 
let me know. 

-Le Forbes 
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British Team Training 
by Peter Masson 

'X ]hen a change in the rules 
V V meant that each competing 
country had its own radio fre­
quency, the ability to fly 'as a 
team' became more important. 

The Germans and French began f1ying 
in competitions as t.eams, rather than as 
individuals, and t.hey excelled. If pilot.s 
share information, such as where t.he 
best thermab are and who's made what 
mistake, two aI' more gliders can travel 
more quickly t.han one on its own. This 
might sound easy but., as anyone who 
has seriously t.ried it will tell you, it. 
takes a lot of hard work and discipline. 

History of British Team-training 
Team-training for t,he Brit.ish team 

began about five years ago, as a fairly 
loose affair, with squad pilots turning up 
at a particular club fol' a weekend to 
practise team flying, It was hard work, 
as most of this type of flying could only 
be done early in springtime (before the 
competitions began), and as we know, 
spring is not. the ideal time for good 
soaring weather in t.he UKI 

Flying from Ontur, Spain 
Last. year, for the first time, a week­

long spring-time trip to Ontur was organ­
ised, mainly for the benefit of the IIp-and­
coming Junior team, the Women's Euro­
pean team, and the European Cluh Class 
team. The week waS run by a selection of 
senior t.eam pilots and, although the 
weather wasn't as good as expected, the 
conditions were similar t.o a reasonable 
English summer, and it proved to he a 
very useful opport.unit.y, 

This year, the Junior team (Dave Alli­
son, Jay Rebbeck, Luke Rebbeck, 
Jeremy Hood and myself), two members 
of the women's team (Sarah Harland & 
Glil Spreckley), and a couple of future 
British-team hopefuls (Richard Hood, 
Hemy Rebbeck), visited Ontlll', For two 
weeks in the middle of April we were 
coached by the likes of Brian Spreckley, 
Al Kay, Anely Davis and Martyn Wells. 
We had the use of the BGA Duo Discus , 
as well as the Duo from London GC 
which was very kindly lent to us,The 
weather was excellent., and we experi­

enced varied conditions. One day, the 
best. we could manage was foul' hours 
local soal' ing, while we waited for the 
inversion to get high enough t.o let. us 
get away, On other days we found 8­
lOkt thermals to 10,000', and one day 
we had wave to 11 ,ODD'! 

Ont.ur is well placed for good and 
varied weather conditions, Rising to 
1,300' above the airfield is one of many 
razor-backed ridges in the area, There 
are mount.ains not far to t.he west, and 
the site is only SOkm from the coast. All 
these fea tures give rise t.o gaud thCl'mal, 
wave and convergence conditions , Ontur 
has a reasonable runway, an excellent 
hangar, and chidets to stay in. 

The Need for Training 
So why do we need to t.rain') Team 

flying might. seem easy at fu' t sight., but' 
there is more to it. than meet the eye. 
The radio-work involved in getting infor­
mation across to your team-mat.es, and 
understanding what your team-mates are 
saying to you, can be hard work; it can 
take a while to build a rapport. 

There is already a set of standard 
phrases to make things easier when 
new people join the squad, but there is 
st.ill much to learn about each individ­
ual's s tyle, Above all, you have to fly the 
g'lider, make decisions, keep an eye on 
your team-mat.es, and st.ill do all the 
other things that you normally do when 
you fly cross-count.ry. It all means a far 
higher workload than you would nor­
mally experience, even during a compe­
t.ition flight. 

Communication and Flying 
The team-flying component of a night 

can be broken down into communication 
and flying. The communication is a 
matter of passing and receiving useful 
information. The flying part is how you 
actually do it and, of course, this needs 
to be co-ordinated by communication. 

For example , in blue conditions it's 
wise to f1y abreast (even if one is a 
couple of hundred feet lower) in order to 
increase the thermal search area, and t.o 
avoid having to make the choice between 
flying on or turning back. When Hying 
unde r cloud-streets , the whole team can 
search for the best energy line, which 

everyone can then Hy uneler. Although, 
when there are good cumuli to be found, 
the team co-operation tends to be a litt.le 
more loose. Possibly the hardest trick, 
hut perhaps the most important, is get­
ting together and starting together so 
that you can at least begin the flight 
close as a team. 

1\'aining, therefore, reduces the work­
load by helping to make communication 
and flying far more natural. Then you 
can concentrate on doing the things that 
will help you to go faster. 

What did the Team think'? 
'At the start of the week I was not so 

sure that we would be able t.o fly well 
together but, thanks to the weather and 
the coaching we received, both individu­
ally and as pairs, I be lieve that solely 
because of this week in Spain we are 
going to improve our flying'. 

'Living, bl'iefing, preparing nights and 
f1ying (and drinking beer) as a team for 
a week really has raised my awareness 
of the advantages of being part of a 
team, and the rewards to be gained 
when all goes well. More importantly it 
gives us all an insight into how each of 
us acts and reacts to things going on, 
good or bad, so that we know what we 
can expect from each other'. 

Conclusion 
All in all , the week of team-training 

in Spain has been invaluable - we flew 
a lot, and benefited hugely from the 
experience of Brian, Andy, Al and 
Martyn; I certainly can't imagine get­
ting the same mix of weather and train­
ing in the UK! All thanks go to the 
t eam coaches, Bob Bickers and Simon 
Adlard (for taking the two-seaters out), 
and of course the BGA and all its mem­
bers for providing the funding. Now we 
will go to our various competitions and 
do our best to come back with some 
medals to prove the value of the train­
ing. Hopefully we will be able to build 
on the success of this year and provide 
more success in the future. ~ 

By the t.im e this i. ~ lI e is printed. Pl't O Hnd his tC3.m 

will haH' compe ted in th" fir s t World .Junior Cham ­
pionship:;, at Ted et in th e \ eth urlands (I1-2'lth 
,luly). Th" res ults can be found 0 11 the BGXs wch8itc 
(http: //www.gliding.co. uk). 
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Jay Rebbeck: the grid at May's Ol!er.~eas Nationals at Ocana, Spain. (Set' p,44 for a full report of the competition. 

Above: Steve Lynn:~ picture of the RIO 1 hangars at Cardington. 

Below: York GC's DG500, lust November, by Brian Portlock. 

Above: Leslie George:9 .9hot of the turning point (the bridge) at 
Blenheim Palm·e. The Palace is bollom right and the Grand Drive, 
disappearing into lhe top left cornel; extends for half a mile. 

Gallery 
Submissions 
Pictures can be 
sent as prints, 
slides or via the 
internet (nega­
tives are not nec­
essary). If you are 
sending graphics 
files over the net 
please send them 
as TIFF, JPEG or 
EPS files, at 
300dpi and not 
larger than 6x4". 
The deadline for 
the next issue is 
10th August. 
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Glid • Gallery
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Above: a Nimbus 4 DM over Les Ecrins, northeast of Gap· Taliard, FraneI'. 
Photographed by Markus Geisen, whose Libelle features on this issues cover. 

Below: Brian Bateson s photograph tallen from hi.~ Duo over the French Alps. 

Above: a shot by Jay Rebbeck tallen during the Overseas Nationals in Spain. 

Below: lall Atitrrio ll s picture of Supernwnh 1ugs lininR up a t HIl.~. B()s. 
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Tel: 01904 738653 

Ximango UK 
The Aerodrome, Rufforlh 

York, Y023 3NA 

Fax: 01423505635 or 01904738146 
E-mail: Ximango_UK@(ompuserve.(om 
Web: http://www.ximango.com 

Super 
Ximango AMT-200 

AGenuine Touring Molorglider
* Comfortable 2 seats, side by side with 5391b useful load

* 17.47 mfr wing {folds to 10.5 mtr} with 31:1 Glide Ratio* Wide safe retractable undercarriage 

Our Demons'ro'or G·RFIO resides fit York/RuHorlh 

(ontoct: George MeLeon, B06 Be'" or Bob McLeon 'or tloI" packoge or tlemonstrotion
-

~ 

/ - " 

f ' . 
I ..>­

.r­
t- -­

Make the most of your GPS 
with FlightMap 
FlightMap is an easy-to-use PC tool for you to view 
and analyse your GPS flight recordings. Flights are 
displayed over a detailed map backdrop which 
helps you to recall every moment. The integrated 
logbook will organize your recordings and generate 
flying statistics, 

For further information, visit: 
www.flightmap.demon.co.uk 

or write to: 
FlightMap Software 
3 Lower Grove Road 
Richmond 
Surrey 
TW106HP 

Maps are copyright © Bartholomew Digital Data (1998) 

XKIO "CLUB"VARIO SYSTEM 
* Over 400 units in use in the UK IIlone* Metrk export model available 

fromGir £~ 1 
• Speed 10 fly

XK 1 0 "CLUB" VARIOMITIR • Climb/Cruise Mode Aviation Ltd.~ 
• Audio "des climb role • Aulo Ihul D~NO D«(nighl 
• No flO\~ Required • High lin~ Role AI"I £149 "You can bank on us"• AVC on Dawn Ton. • GUll Rilering £249 • 0 - 5~11 Wave Mode 

+ New Instruments: PZL Expanded Scale ASI's. 1.5 Turns O-140kts £109, 1.75 Turns 0-2ookts £119, PZL Zero Reset Varios, Flask and Ring, 80mm £189, 57mm £219, PZL lEo Unit £19.90, 

12V Mini T / S £211 , Sensitive Altimeters £149-£153, PZL Altimeter £89, Mini Accelerometer £159, IFR Pedestal Compass £49, CM24 Bullet Pedestal Compass £49, LC3 Panel Compass £47, Airpath Panel 


Compass £59, Vertical Cord Compass £139, T /5 Converter £18.00 + Surplus Tested Instruments: Horizons with new Solid State Inverter, Ferronti Mk6 £319, Mk 14 IColoured Display) £349, 

80mm Glider role T/S £89, Mini Americon Glider rote T/S£249, Mini Accelerometers £89, Mini Mk27 EilioH Allimeters £349 + Radios: ICOM A3E £253, A22E £290, Delcom 960 £219.90, 


Delcom 960 Panel Mounl Version £247.90, Pye MX290 Compact Mobile/ Bdse Tx/ Rx all gliding channels, certificale of conformity £130, Mobile mag mounI aerial £25, Glider BaHery Charger £19.90 

+ Parachutes: SK94, Type Cerlified, C of A. Rapid Opening, Low Descent Rate, Sleeroble, Comfortable, Lumbar Suppart, Bog, £495 + BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: Original New 


'OHfurs" £169, Latest "Ottiur" for modern gliders - Aerolow ON400 series £169, Cof GON300 series £199, Exchange with lalest modi fications £89, Spring Kits all series £5,00. 


COLIN D. STREET, 7 Sharpthorne Close, Ifield, Crawley, Sussex, RHll OLU, England Tel 01293 543832 • Fax 01293 513819 

DIDICAlID AVIRAGIR OPTION 
• 8allery VOIrI 
• Three A,eroger Mod" 
• Thermal Talal A'lefage 

RIPIATfR MnlR OPTION 
• 60mm Mounling • No Mods Required 
• loom Induded £89
• Mel(ie Version 0-Smlse( . 
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The Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
-- Nympsfield 

FIXED PRICE TO SOLO - £490.00 

all inclusive traitJing to solo 

PRE SOLO TRAINING 
2AEROTOW TUGS AVAILABLE • 1 SUPAC~T WINCH 2 DRUMS 

ERL . -.­, 
High guaranteed " ,incb [mlncb rate 
QrIQU()1 air time for Ills/ruction - Not just (I f eu' ",i"ules jligbl lime! 

Soaring flights • Ridge soaring tlighlS from our spectacular site • Bronze and cross country 
endorsement • Unique superb site thai allows you 10 soar or ridge soar all year round. 
No cliarge for some of our accommodation for courses 
CLUB FLElIT - Ka13's DG505 KaS's GROB 102 ASW 19 

lIi'ifc -IIf)(JIIl'ijit.r 

• 
THE BruSTOt AND GLOU<:ESTERSHIRE GilDING CLliB 
Nympsfit'ld. '1r Stonehnuse. Glnm:eslnshire (il.1 JTX 
Tel: OJ.tSJ K60.Hl • Fll\ ()I .. 'j .~ X(,0060 
Weh: w,,,,',b!ij(c,demlln.CII. ul, • F.-mail: seUl.tatl@h~l·. dl.mllll.cll.lIk 

JOHN 

SMOKER 


BGA SENIOR INSPECTOR • M/E RATING 


9 ANSON WAY, BICESTER, OX6 7UH 

Tel: Bicester 01869 245422 


Mobile: 058 58 56 002 


COF A OVERHAULS 
TO ALL TYPES OF SAILPLANES 

RESTORATIONS 

and repairs to wooden gliders, 

Plus the popular Laminated 

ASH S'KIDS 

WORKSHOP NEXT TO 


HINTON A/F 


ASH 25M 
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Some 
things 
are 
better 
not left 
to 'luck. 

PR on a Shoe string 
by Chris Jones 

Workshop phone or fax 01452 741463 

Home 01453 544107 Mobile 0860 542028 


Passage Farm. Arlingham. Glos Gl2 7JR 

email: martin.carolan@breathemail.netStaffordGlidingClu.b.s K21 (S21) on display in Stafford Markel. Square, on the 17th April. 

A fter my bi-monthly chat with 
.fis&G's editor, Le suggested 
that I share my first experience 
of club-promotion. It isn't rocket 
science but, if it isn't common 
knowledge, I hope it helps get 
you better value-for-money. 

You know the feeling when you finally 
give in to the gentle coax ing and cajoling 
a nd agree to take on one of those impor­
tant tasks for the club? That was me in 
September 1998. r had been discussing 
public awareness of the Staffordshire GC 
with the then Public Relations Officer, 
Dave Knibbs. He had done a great job 
for five years and, understandably, fan­
cied a break. 

I have no PR experience, just lots of 
ideas, but I am lucky enough to have an 
enthusiastic group of club members and 
a sister-in-law who works 1n PR; it was 
she who gave me advice on what 10 do 
and what not to do. I went through the 
records with hel: and the first thing she 
spotted was the cost of advertising our 
open days. She was horrified. She sug­
gested sending the local papers a press 
release about a 'spectacular event'. 'They 
are desperate for copy.' She said. 'You 
must include people; they like stories 
about people, not things 01' events ­

boring! Something unusual, and get 
some kids involved. Editor' love kids, 
pictures of kids - blah blah.' Great idea; 
all I needed was a 'spectacular event'. 

Sometime later 1 was strolling 
through Stafford, the nearest town to 
our club, and I found myself in the 
Market Square. There was a huge dis­
play area in front of one of the Civic 
buildings and r was sure we could rig a 
glider in it. That was it! That would be 
our spectacular event. The 'people' ele­
ment could be achieved by sitting people 
in the Glider and by asking our youngest 
female and oldest male pilots (aged 18 
and 81 respectively) to come along. My 
sister-in-law a pproved! 

Putting plans into Action 
Next came the hard work. I tracked 

down the Town Centre Manager. He was 
very helpful and offered us use of the 
display area for free. We booked a date 
two weeks before our open days, thereby 
maximising our media exposure over a 
period of four weeks: 
Week 1: Announcement of Oul' planned 

K21 display in Market Square. 
Week 2: Report of OUl' K21 display in 

the Market Square (with pictures) . 
Week 3: Announcement of Open Days 
Week 4: Report of Open Days' success 

(with pictures taken on the day). 

I took time to do some research. I 
looked through Yellow Pages, visited 
newsagents, and t.rawled the Internet for 
suitable media targets, One source of 
information was t.he 'circulation', often 
printed on the front of newspapers. 
Knowing how many people an advert. 
would reach helped with getting the best 
value for money. 

Ideally I wanted radio- and TV-cover­
age as well, and I sent press releases to 
a total of foul' radio stations and foUl' TV 
stations, as well as ten newspapers ... 
then I waited. To begin with, there was 
no sign of our press releases, t.hen arti­
cles began appearing. To my knowledge, 
we appeared in seven newspapers and 
mentioned on one radio station. 

The plan was to have our best loobng 
aircraft (a K21), a photographic display, a 
t.~levision showing gliding-related videos, 
ancl our professionally-made signs, In 
addition we planned t.o provide person­
alised handout.s containing details of the 
open days , directions to the dub, informa­
tion about gift vouchers, etc., and a digi­
tal picture of folk in the cockpit.; the idea 
was that people are less likely to throw 
away t.hings that have their pictures on 
them! As it turned out the digital pho­
t.ographs were not feasible: t.he weather 
was a bit damp and didn't offer the safest 
conditions for electrical equipment. 
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The Cost Display cases 

We paid £ 125 for security 
 Anot.her free advertis ing 

fencing (sub 'equen tly learn­ opportunity can be found 
ing that we could have had in your loca l library, many 
it for £50), £30 for handouts of which have a display 
(500 off1) , £40 for films and case. Space in these cases 
processing, £20 for 'Tha nk can be booked free of 
You' drinks, and £20 for charge and are used by 
postage. Consequently, for local artists or sma ll busi­
less than £250 we had four nesses to show off their 
weeks of high-profile adver­ pmducts, services and tal­
tis ing and, thanks to some ent.s . You will need some ­
fortuitous weather, very one with a little artistic 
we ll-attended open days. In talent to produce a n 
previous years our ad vertis ­ impressive and eye-catch­
ing costs would have on ly ing display to fit the ava il­
just. been covered by the able space. 

Lelt to n:ght: Alan Sell, Shaun Longen, Mel Chapman, Jell Heard, Sierra 
nvo One, Glyn Yates, Lara Davies, Chris ,Johnson, and Siiren EbsCl: 

open-day takings. This year 
we had covel'ed our costs by lunchtime 
on the fin;t day! 

Radio Coverage 
The Local Radio coverage was a rea l 

bonus: I was interviewed live on the 
Breakfast Show on the Saturday of the 
K21 disp lay, a nd again the following 
day on the lunchtime programme. The 
presenter accepted the cha nce to fly as 
a guest of the club, a nd we offered a 
free Trial Lesson to a lucky listener. We 
were mentioned on the radio on four 
weekends while they ran a competition 
for the free lesson. We had furth er cov­
erage wh en the presenter broadcast 
recorded open-day intervimvs t.he fol­
lowing weekend and I was interviewed 
aga in, live on a n early morning show. 
According to my sister-in-law our near 
sixty minutes air-time would have cost. 
severa l thousand pounds had we had to 
pay for it. 

Internet Visitors & Telephone Calls 
An unexpected bonus was the increase 

in visits to our webs ite. Our website 
s tatis tics show a 100% increase from the 
day of the display and have remained 

s table for the following month. We have 
also had a n increase in the number of 
people phoning the club and dropping in. 

Signs 
No doubt in common wit.h many s ites 

around the country, the entrance t.o our 
airfield is uninviting, with nothing t.o 
entice the casual visitor. We invest.ed in 
a professionally-made weatherproof 
ba nner and some s igns; the latter are ' 
being mounted around the edge of the 
airfield wh ere me mbers of the public 
often s top to watch the gliders. There 
are three signs in all, each with differ­
ent information, inviting people to visit 
the clubhouse and encouraging them to 
think seriously about becoming glider 
pilots. The benefit of signs is that they 
can give that information 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, for free and 
without taking up a nyone's time. All for 
a few hundred pounds! 

As well as the benefit of signs, we 
h ave members who are prepared to 
speak to visitors a nd explain the flying 
activities a nd facilities on offer. It costs 
nothing except a lit.t1e time but t.he 
value to the dub is tremendous. 

Getting Help 
My experience of Town Centre Ma n· 

agers in different towns is that they arc 
all keen to he lp. They have offered 
assistance in producing and issuing 
press releases for me and one has 
offered free s pace in a full- co loUl' '''lbwn 
Centre What's On Guide", wit.h a circu­
lat ion of 80,000. 

The Stafford sta tic display was such a 
success that the committee has asked for 
another one, in a different local town. Our 
next. open days will be over the August 
Ban.k Holiday weekend and we'll again 
organise a display to promote them. 

I hope this has given other club PROs 
some food for t.hought. I would welcome 
any comments, thoughts or suggestions, 
either t.hrough the letters page or by 
email (the.joneses .online@lineone. net). 

Good Luck! 

Post script: After my do-it-yourself 
effort was over, I was given a very useful 
Marketing Support folder, issued by the 
BGA. It is professionally written, and is 
full of lI seful ideas about organising the 
PR for your club. Pity I hadn 't. known 
about it earlier! I can recommend it. 

Target the 'drive-time' slots (8- • Always use the same design for T,ips for Cheap Public Relations IDam & 4-6pm), and breakfast or your press releases; the editor will 
weekend 'Whats on' programmes. get to know your style. 

• 	You must have active support from • Don't let your club become over­ Ask for an interview. and prepare • Do a little research so that you 
club members and the committee. exposed. News is only new once: if a crib-sheet to refer to: it's amaz­ can address the press release to a 

• 	 A little time thinking and planning you hit the papers every single ing how easy it is to forget your named individual. 
can save precious cash. week with a story, there is a club's web address, or how diffi­ If you want press photographs to 

• Town Centre managers are keen danger of your Press Release being cult it is to give directions when be taken mark the Press release 
to have something unusual on overlooked. under pressure. with the words 'Photo call' and 
their patches. • Events in themselves are not Take time to produce an eye-catch­ give the time, location, and a con­
Don't make your event too com­ newsworthy. People are! ing press release. Make certain that tact number. 

plicated; keep it simple and it will Be Bold: ring the radio station and you include full details about your • Some papers have one editor for 

be more effective. ask to speak to the DJ while he's club: a brief history, a map. direc­ pictures and another for stories; 

Plan well ahead. Town centre dis­ on air. Make sure that you know his tions. contact numbers, addresses. when you are sending out press 
play areas are often booked up name so that you can ask for him The club's Internet address is also releases and details of a photo­
years in advance. in person. important, as we discovered. call. write to both of them. 
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MINI VARIO 

VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

$169 
(£109) 

World's Smallest Varia! 
• Clips to cap, shoulder strap or 

glasses near pilot's ear 
• 	200 hours battery life 
• 0-6m/sec range 
• 	Fast response and very sensitive 

in light lift 
• No tubing required 
• 2 year guarantee 
• Size 4cm x 4cm 

MALLETTEC 
PO Box 15756, Santa Ana, CA 92735 

714-966-1240· Fax 714-757-1610 
www.mallettec.com 

Call for a brochure! 

Shenington Gliding C'lub 

T'fie :friend[y (jading C[ub 

• Aerotow & W,inch launching • Motor Glider Training (Not PPl) 
• Open 7 days a Week all Year. Dedicated Gliding Site 

• Excellent Soaring Site • Expeditions Welcome 

We try harder to keep you flying. 
1998 was our busiest year ever despite the weather. Although only the 17th largest club by 


membership we are the fourth busiest site in the country with 10,933 launches. 

In 1998 our courses were fully booked. In post course questionnaires 98% of students rated us 


good (4/5) or excellent (SIS) overall. 

....... 	 Results for "friendliness" were even better! 


In 1999 	 --.. 
IntensiveWe will have 3 full time 

instructors but will not increase Courses 
the number of pupils • Ideal For Solo 
each week. Bronze and Cross 
Why? Country Endorsements. 2:1 Pupil:lnstructor ratio 
Because we want • Guaranteed 40 winch launches (30 In low season) on 5 day
to be even better courses. A Pro-Rata cash refund if we do not meet our 

guarantees • No upper limit on launches • Professional winch driver 
• Aerotow and Motor Glider available for courses 

• Courses ~225 to £350 -1 Day Courses (8 flights) ~80 

and do even 

Shenington Giiding Club 
Shenington Airfield, Shenington, Near Banbury, OXON. OX1'56NY 


Phone / Fax: 01295680008 • http://reespace.virgin.net/fisher.m/sgc/ 


Gt CAMBRIDGE AERO INSTRUMENTS 
6ambridge lNAV Version 5.7 

Probably the Gliding World's Best Variometer System 

• 	 Accurate, High Resolution Vector Wind . Vector Wind {Strength and Direction is 
derived automatically from airspeed, GPS groundspeed and track 

• 	 Final Glide Around a Turnpoint - When coupled to the Cambridge GPS/NAV, the 
height needed to f inal glide around the last turn is computed automatically 

• 	 Speed - to - Fly Takes Wind into Account - In a strong headwind, the minimum 
height needed to reach a TP will be at a McCready setting greater than zero. The variometer 
calculates and displays this McCready setting 

• 	 Thermalling Statistics - Now with three averagers, one of which displays average since 
the start of the thermal climb to help decide when to leave the thermal 

• 	 New for 1999 . Optional air temperature probe for even higher precision wind 

( Mo~e Capability at Less Price £1182.13 + VAT =£1389.00 ) 
Tel: Designed and Manufactured by: Fax: Tel: Represented by: Fax: 
(802) Cambridge Aero Instruments (802) (44) 01865 /MP) AVIATION Ltd (44) 01865 

4967755 PO Box 100, Waitsfield 4966235 841441 Unit 25, Bankside 842495 

Vermont, USA 05673-1420 www.cambridge-aero.com Kidlington, Oxon OX5 1JE 

CAMBRIDGE INSTRUMENTS - The choice of Champions - Leaders in innovative technology 

Sailplane & Gliding 42 

http:www.cambridge-aero.com
http://reespace.virgin.net/fisher.m/sgc
http:www.mallettec.com


--

The Ultimate Self-Launch Two-Seater 

8TEMME 810, 810-V 

& 81 O-VT Turbo 

Mike Jefferyes, 
Tanglewood, Fingrith Hall Road, 
Blackmore, Nr. Ingatestone, 
Essex CM4 ORU 
Tel & Auto Fax: 01277 823066 
MikeJefferyes@compuserve.com 

S10-VT - Rotax 914 Turbo ­ is now 
fully CAA/LBA/FAA Approved. 

• 800ft/min climb rate at max weight 

• cruising speeds of 127 knots 

• powered climb tested to 30,000ft 

• range of over 700 miles 

• best glide ratio, engine off, 50:1 

• safest low height engine restarts 

• sociable side-by-side comfort 

Winglets and aerodynamic fine-tuning 
now optimise the handling and 
performance. 

S10 No. 1100 delivered September '98. 

• 
 McLEAN AVIATION 

THE AERODROME, RUPFORTH, YORK Y023 30Te" 01904 738 653 • 'CIl(: 01904 738146 • MM•••: 0802 674 498 


I-Ma.1a KMc26646160aol.com • DG W." SIte: www.................... 


Full repair and maintenance service for major repairs in GRp, Ca rbon, Kevlar and waoc£ 
C of A renewals, re-linishing and general maintenance. 

FO. SA'. 
Stemme 510 - Hun Instruments 
Super Falke 5F25E - Folding wings 
DG 300 - with Komet trailer + 
Basic Instruments 

.A"PUN•• AND .PA••• IN I'H. UI( AND .,•• 

August - September 1999 43 

http:KMc26646160aol.com


I 

by M,artin DurhamOverseas Nationals 

t was better than last year ­
much better! We had smooth, 

strong thermals to 6,000', and lots 
of sunshine for the crews. 

I arrived on Sunday, early in the morn­
ing and, as it looked so good, I flew in 
the afternoon. Ocana is at 2,400' ASL 
and that day the c10udbase was a t 
9,000'. There were superb cumuli every­
where, and I fl ew 100km without think­
ing about it! Mike Young said 'It won't 
happen again tomorrow', but it did! 
Brian [Spreckleyj thinks that every ther­
mal over here has a 4kt average; it's not 
quite that good, but it's close! 

Day 1 - Monday 17th May 
315km was set as a conventional 

task , although a different start system 
is used here*. Weather-wise it was a 
similar day to yesterday, despite what 
Mike said. We had super-smooth climbs 
under well-developed cumuli, but it was 
not a day for hanging around as there 
was a hint of something high spreading 
in from the west. 

I had an easy trip 
to start with; I only 
stopped for fikt aver­
age climbs! There 
were no problems 
until I reached the 
last turning point 
where the sky had 
begun to cloud over. 
I was lucky; I got Paul Crabb. 
round that turn and 

Ocana, Spain: 17-28th May 

Day 3 - Friday 21st May 
Today's task was different. 

Day 2 - Thursday 20th May 
240km were flown under 

It was an 'ass igned area task'. some cumuli at the start, but 
It works by starting in the the rest of the day was totally 
usual way, from one of the six blue, albeit with thermals up 
turning points mentioned pre­ to 11,000' ASL! Steve Crabb 
viously, but having the t.urn­ won with a speed of 100kph. 
ing points defined by large 
areas (see yellow box) . Day 4 - Saturday 22nd May 

The task went round a Steve Crabb. A totally blue day that was 
small control sector at 'I'em­
bleque to the south, then into a large tri­
angular sector to the southwest over a 
mount.ainous area, back to a triangular 
sector to the southeast of the mountains, 
then finally through a circular sector 
back in the mountains. 

We all went. and romped down the 
mountains as far as possible, and what 
a romp it was! We had lot.s of good 
climbs under excellent cumuli to a 
10,000' ASL c1oudbase, I lost time by 
getting low, but timed it to arrive back 
in just over four hours, 

It is then much like waiting for POST 
results: nobody has a clue who did 
what! I was scored at 13th with 
345km/S7kph. Steve Crabb won with 
399km1101kph, but interestingly Phil 
,Jeffery flew an hour longer than 
anyone else, was scored 5th for 35Skl11, 
but then had speed points added for 
91kph, over a total distance of 454km! 

There's nothing to stop you doing 
what Phil did; you could even win by 
scoring the SOO points for maximum 
distance and no points for s-peed for 
landing out... if that was the best. way 
to use the weather! 

late to get going, hence a task 
of only 248km, Mike Young won at 
SSkph, The conditions were strong 
enough to make it unnecessa ry to s tay 
with the gaggle. 

Day 5 - Sunday 23rd May 
Another assigned-area task, set to the 

southeast. into a different set of moun­
tains, then back to the mountains to the 
southwest. We had strong smooth blue 
thermals , then a cloudbase of 12,000' 
over the first set of mountains . The 
route took us back across the blu e and 
to a 11,000' cloud base over the second 
set of mountains. Henry Rebbeck 
achieved 467km1117kph . He followed 
the bes t line of lift at the edge of the 
cumuli (over the first set of mountains) 
as far as possible, mainly out.side the 
second sector, before a brief dive into 
the edge of the sector to secure his 
points. There's nothing to stop you 
doing that either! 

Day 6 - Monday 24th May 
An assigned-area tai:ik again - better 

than yesterday.. , which didn't seem pos­
sible. We heard radio calls along the 

away from a field at SOO' AGL. I came 
10th for the day, but I was just grateful to 
get home. Paul Crabb won the day with a 
speed of 117kph. 

The bad weather didn't quite go 
through overnight and the next clay was 
showery, so some of the boys went. to 
Toledo. The day after that (Wednesday) 
looked better, so everyone rigged and got 
wet, gridded and got wet, then scrubbed 
because it was all too late. 

...·The.re are s ix ~lnrt-p()ints , circling the ai rfield. eH<.: h 
with n i/2 km l'adius. Pilutti Cil n lise one of two points 
allocated to them each day. As all cvide'nee comes 
from lo!,g-ers. all you have lo do at the e nd of each 
da y is hand your logge r in, and say which stn rl zone 
yo u u :.:;f~d~ 

Po.. 
f 

Point. 
8176 

PIIOI 
MIke Voun; 

ID 
57 

Gilder 
LS8 

Day 1 
101.38 

Day 2 
99.05 

Day 3 
9513 

Day 4 
8851 

OIly" 
IIH3 

DayS 
12040 

Dey 7 
97.92 

Day 8 
102.80 

DIY 9 
10670 

:1 
3 

81G:! 
8085 

S'eph'Jn Crabb 
P~ul C,.btl 

C6S 
C64 

I..S8 
LS8 

114.33 
11708 

999S 
9432 

100.40 
93.54 

7406 
7551 

11373 
11346 

11530 
1557 

109,89 
11 1.13 

102S9 
10533 

10536 
,1).136 

4 
5 
6 
I 
B 
9 
10 

mo 
7082 
76~ 
7533 
7421 
7167 
6!lSS 

DJlveAlhson 
Ph~ JelleI)' 
1(,", Topple 
GlII Spteckley 
Henry Aebbedt 
III Clarjw 
Man," D<l.nam 

LS8 
64 
930 
sa 
232 
R4 
952 

lSS 
lS8 

ASW20 
lS8 
LS8 
LS8 
LS7 

10533 
95.29 
8835 

105 96 
10967 
!l167 
8883 

905 
89n 
9275 
9169 
9468 
9206 
8647 

97.28 
8222 
988~ 

100 14 
8698 
7855 
9049 

76.9 1 
82.36 
7809 
79 18 
77,92 
7 , .. 
78.92 

10609 
11140 
11013 
"598
lie 83 
11~38 

'0224 

120.15 
II~ 70 
!lan 
9801 

'I 76 
10545 
10436 

107.50 
11).161 
112.15 
99.77 

11).156 
10744 
IQI.62 

100.89 
10668 
,1).I.e 
9897 

,01.8, 
1009l 
8909 

,0022 
,0606 
98.02 

10538 
11).110 
106.e-t 
9952 

11 6562 Joh.n Sjlsnce' 601 LS8 82.47 SO.98 99.901 8212 9650 1(17 02 10618 86.09 97,5 
12 
13 

6387 
6109 

peter BilKer 
Jolm Glossop 

144 
291 

DISCUS 

Disc". 
10077 

(306.86) 
&5(17 
8063 

7711 
86.89 

8110 
1993 

,01 !SO 
8861 

0 
9612 

1I).I.lI5 
96.36 

9341 
8876 

8445 
972:l 

14 
15 
6 

17 

519' 
5712.­«75 

JOIlSa Clemens 
Chns Lyll.llon 
R e'.el<mOle 
51..... 0_ 

IKI 
CL 
108 
63 

DISCUS 

ASW27 
ASk 2!i 

L87 

1739 
&522 
93 79 

1257 43) 

7441 
9262 
9456 
61,7'3 

7334 
71.4 
110.82 
23558 

7801 
71 s.4 
8382 
6947 

8986 
10178 
10141 
8083 

10859 
94~7 

11249 
10200 

92.27 
9205 

10672 
98.34 

!Mag 
101,90 
9058 
8537 

eo 76 
9571 
9424 
72.39 

18 4274 Ronl8rl n 182 ASH 25 0 100.13 111.02 0 6465 12506 I~I8 10172 45.:15 
19 3924 50"'0 CC lS6 (3,38f;, 898, 8395 8124 10134 9964 0 0 DNF 
20 
21 
22 
2~ 
24 

3846 
2895 
2138 
1641 
9a1 

Ped ToqutI!O 
J,," WB510n 
AI." Blllks 
JIm Lamb 
RI Rtldnouez 

EF 
U5 
Ls. 
HVH 
IIR 

ASW20 
DG300 

LSol 
LS 

ASW2D 

7Ji.52 
(118.311 
(313.86) 
(%76.22; 
1231,77) 

7800 
7168 
70.7' 
5864 
6359 

0 
6727 
6918 
5752 

0 

'f2.9.I 10576 
67.... 6806 
6Q&! 1717 
6' 38 6871 

DIllF 1276.77) 

10099 90.41 
T782 86.01 
9052 0° (3,0.411 

0 0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

DIllF 
ONF 
ONF 
ONF 
DIllF 

Sailplane & Gliding 44 



Assigned Area Tas ks 
These at'eas mig ht. h circu· 

IHI', with II nld iu. of 10km 
radius ce.ntred nn a I u r ning 
poin t. or a s ma lle r radius for a 
control point. The Ar ea might 
he tri a ngula r. defi ned as two 
rud ia ls from a point, with a 
maxi mum d illlancc with in that 
a rea and poa!;;ihly a m inimum. 
Th e ea s i 'st w y of vi sua lis ing a 
simple task is to pictu re the 
si te to t h" nor th . a nd two tu!'n' 
in lr poin t.~ to t he suut.h I11 fl kinl2." 
a tria ngl . 

Now imagine the con vent ional 
turnin g point areas ex tended to 
a 100km radius: you co n go a ny· 
whe re within thos" sectors . Th" 
only other limi t pilots a rc given 
is " ma ximum time lor the task. 
a nd we were given fOlll' hours . 
Up to 00 poin t.,; a re scored for 
th 'o ma ximum distance flow n in 
the sp · ified time limi t , and up 
to H fu rt he r 200 poin ts nt'e 

awarded for your speed ovpr the 
tota l task·distan.: t. hat yuu new. 

It works extremely well. 'l'bc 
idea i~ 1.0 go deep into th e firs t 
S('c \.or. following the w"athe ,', 
your furthe.t GI'S point defin · 
il1g Ih.. tu m . You then c;onli nue 
a long t he rou to using a ny 
remaininl{ sectol'S or co n tl'ol SCc­
lo,'s to ma ximi , ,; th " tlistan ce . 
You aim to ':1'O ' S the linishing 
line at th e end of you r specified 
time Iini!. 

Even if you ul'I' i" c hack at 
tlltl a irfi e ld ea rly, yo ur speed 
point$ a re ~ t.il l ca lc ulated as 
though yo u ha d ta ken . in ou r 
ea. e, jou r hours . If YOll go fur· 
tber tban the end of 0 ~e<; tO I', 

you r las t point in the sector 
defi nes yo ur d ista nce. The ma in 
s d v/l nl (w Is be ing able to pa ce 
you rsel f to ge l the maximum 
dis ta nce out. of the time. This 
m tnod seems 1:0 red li ef' I h" 
number of outlundings. 

line!; of: ''rve jus t had my first 12kt aver· 
age!". We were taken southeast along the 
mounta in ra nge, eve n further towards 
t.he edge of the map! It was very inhos­
pitable count.ry, but you don't mind when 
you're s itting a t a 10,000' cloudbase 
taking a minimum of 8kt climbs! 

Although the eastern s ide of t.he task 
was blue, t.he condi tions presented no 
proble ms with thermals to 11 ,500'. Mike 
Young fl ew 481 km a t 123kph to win the 
day, a nd sa id that it was a privilege to fly 
on such a day. T did 417km at 109kph 
and the longes t distance flown was 
500km. I had a wonderflll climb over the 
mountains with a huge eagle; it had a 
wingspa n of at lea!;t. 1m. He wasn't in the 
slightes t bit disturbed a nd soared jus t 
beyond my wingtip . 

Day 7 - Tuesday 
25th May 

Tt was s uppo!;edly 
a day similar to yes ­
terday with t he pos­
s ibility of s torms in 
t he hill s, hut it ~. I_ t.um t~d ou t differ­
ently, of course. 

Kim Tipple. Thick cirrlls cooled 
things off a bit, so 

there was very li t tl e cloud over the 
mounta ins at all. 

A ma inly hlue, conve ntiona l, task of 
317km. New boy Kim Tipple, who 
lea rnt hi" stuff in ha ng-gliders, did very 
well in a n ASW20 to turn in 112kph. He 
gained a n advantage by ca tching an Skt 
bubble on h is own which took him to 
12'000 for a very long gEde out around 
tho last turn . It was a fun racing day! 

Of cOlll'se it 
co uld not last; 
the pressu re 
has been drop­
ping. Today 
there !;hould 
be thunder­
s torms but 
none has 
arrived yet. 
Very thick 
cin'u!; a nd lot!; Mihe Young c/'o.5ses the fi nish-line to win the compo 

of medium-level 
ins ta bility mean t 
there was no cha nce 
of a ta"k, tomo r row 
might yet be !; imila r. 

I've done more 
flyin g in this compo 
tha n in the previous 
two yea rs . Ther e is a 
wonderfully relaxed 

a t mos phere, excellen t t as king, a nd 
pilots are act-ua lly talking to each ot.her 
a lot on the radio, Steve Cr abb is win­
ning a t the moment wit.h 6310 points , 
clo!;ely foll owed by Mike Young with 
6274, I'm 9th wit.h 5423 points , a nd 
there a re s till two more days . • 

The remainder of this WHS wriU,' n by Henry Rubbeck: 

Day 8 - Thursday 27th May 
An ass igned area task was set to the 

east a nd southwes t. The leader boa rd 
was very tight with Steve Crabb only 
jus t a head of Mike Young, and the cur­
rent Europea n Cha mpion , Paul Cra bb, 
right behind . 

A few pilots contacted weak wave soon 
after starting, findin g 2-3kt; but pilots 
below the clouds were ha ppily ta king 6­
7kt a verages! The conditions in the fi rs t 
area wel'e reliable with good cumulus at 
S,OOO', The smart. tactic was to stay in 
these nice conditions 
1'01' as long as possible. 

flyin g. This really set up fo r a hum­
dinger on the last day. 

Bri a n set a 300km r ac ing t as k but, 
once on the grid, t he wind picked up 
a nd t. hick bands of cirrus began t.o move 
acros!; the task a rea. 

Steve Crabb's mood seemed to 
improve wi th each new ba ne\. Bria n 
sensibly fe ll back to a 260km and 
pro mp t ly launched t he grid.The radio 
was strange ly silent in the s tart zo ne as 
t.he pilots jos tl ed. The task itsel f \Va !; 
r easonably stra ight­
forward with s trong 
blue t.herma ls reach­
ing 9,000', 

The leading pilots 
flew, once again, a t 
well over lOOk ph, 
The Crabbs were one 
minute fa s to r tha n 
Mike, bu t with dif­
ferent s tar t points, 
Mi ke's choice of st.a rt. gave him a few 
ext. ra kilometres to win the cla y, a nd 
jus t enough poin ts to overta ke Steve 
a nd win the competition' 

It was a really exci t ing e nd to the best 
contest I've -flown in. Steve, magnani­
mous in defeat, happily helped to throw 
Mike into the pool! ~ 

Henry Rcbbecil . 

The day was won by 
Phil J effery who 
proved tha t there a re 
no Dragons off the 
edge of the ma p. 

The final day ­
Friday 28th May 

The overa ll scores 
were ridiculous ly 
tigh t , Steve had H 2 1 
poin t lead over Mike, 
and Pa ul was 31 
points behind tha t. 
There we re only foul' 
minut.es sepa rating 
t.he t.op three after 30 
hours of contes t 

Overseas Nationals Winner 1999 

Mike Young 
Mike is a member of Cambridge GC and Is. although 
flying in his first Overseas. an old hand a t winning 
competitions, In 1987 and '90 he won the Junior 
Nationals. and in 1995 he 
won the Standard-class. 

He flies between five 
and ten thousand kilometres 
a year. and 100-200 hours. in 
his LS8, which he shares "with 
two very tolerant partners"l 

In his spore time he flies 
747s for British Airways, 
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Get your Bearings Right! 


D uring a recent expedition, I 
became aware of a trend in 

the reporting of positional bear­
ings which I believe to be wrong 
and with serious Flight Safety 
impIications. 

When reporting a position reference to 
a known location, be it a radio location 
beacon (VOR or ADF) or a clearly iden· 
tifiable ground feature, it is customary 
(if not obligatory) in aerial and nautical 
navigation to call it as a radial , i.e. a 
bearing and dist.ance from t.he location. 

For example, if you are flying a 
couple of miles north of Bicester you 
should report. your position as: 'one 
point seven nautical miles north of 
Bicester' , or 'one point seven nautical 
miles, 360 degrees, Bicester'. 

IC-A3E 

How to spend £70 in four easy steps 

1. Buy an Icom A3E hand-held radio. 
2. Ensure t.hat nothing covers the contact points on the back. 
3. Switch t.he radio on. 
4. Place it, face up, on a metal surface. 

The timing was 
perfect. My 

panel-mounted 
Dittel had gone 
wrong again, but 
I had just paid a 
friendly neigh­
bOUl'ing syndi­

cate £200 for a hand-held ICOM. 

The Crew and 1 had spent a little time 
learning to use the new radio, and set­
ting the glider frequencies into its 
memory.. . then I took it flying. The 
glider had the ideal stowage place for it 
- the slot left. by t.he absent Dittel. 

Later, during the flight, 1 tried to 
raise the crew - the radio was dead. On 
my return we t.ried t.o revive it but to no 
avail. The radio 'was no more'. 

In fact, using a multi-meter I found 
that the radio was fine; only the bat-

The case in point arose when I asked 
a particular pilot his location with ref­
erence to a ground feature (Little Soar­
ing on the Wold clubhouse). 1 was given 
a bearing and distance of: '6.2nm, 012°, 
Little Soaring'. 1 set off t.o the north of 
Little Soaring, but. he was not. there. 1 
asked again and this time got: '12.2nm 
012°, Litt.le Soaring; I'm over t.he lake' 
'But. the lake is south of Little Soaring' I 
said, and set off to find him - somewhat 
miffed! 

Subsequent discussion revealed that 
he had read the bearing directly from 
the GPS Navigation page which, of 
course, was using Little SoaTing as a 
Waypoint and indicated the bearing to it. 

1 was told that this is the recognised 
system used these days by competition 
pilots t.o report their positions in relation 
to a turning point. The addition or sub­
traction of 180° to achieve a bearing 
from the reference being too time con­

tery was dead. After a couple of days' 
thought I realised what had happened. 
The exposed terminals (for a desk 
charger) (pictured le ft) , which I had 
noticed, but could not believe would be 
live, short-circuited themselves when I 
slid the unit into the metal Dittel 
mounting bracket. 

The solution was simple. As soon as 1 
received my new battery from Nevynn 
1nternational (they said I wasn't. the 
first) 1 covered the naked terminals 
with black electrical tape, and bought a 
leather case, just to be on the safe 
side! ~ 

The exposed terminals cun be seen on the right. 

by John Hoskins 

suming l (I remember this concept being 
discussed at Syerston last year, but I 
assumed common sense would be the 
death of it in a suitably rapid and dis­
honourable way). 1 was also told that 
everyone knew about this 'new method 
of reporting' and t.hat it was becoming 
universal. Well, not everyone does know, 
and it. is, in my opinion a SeI:iOllS flight­
safety hazard. 

I assumed that COl11l11on 
sense would be the 

death of it 

Two Systems at the Same Time'? 
On later flights the same pilot. was 

reporting his position reference t.o a 
visual location (not on his GPS) as 
'north of so and so' and 1 was t.empted 
to ask if he really meant south! (1 
rest.rained myself!). If we are to have 
two reporting syst.ems in use by the 
same pilot - which one is he using 
today? 1 have no way of knowing 
whether he is reading from the GPS or 
giving a visual report. 

We have a minority user (competition 
glider-pilots) amongst a minority group 
(glider pilots in general) using, and 
apparently expecting the rest of us to 
use and recognise, a syste m which is dia­
metrically opposed to that of all surface 
and air navigation. 

The confusion I suffered was merely 
irritating, but in conditions of poor visi­
bility, or in the case of gliders cloud­
flying tllings could become very haz­
ardous indeed. Can we imagine the situ­
ation at. Aboyne when a general recall is 
issued because of increasing cloud-cover. 
I descend, in limited visibility, through 
8,000' knowing myself to be 3.6nm, 045°, 
from Aboyne. Another (competition) pilot 
reports himseU' as 'Descending t.hrough 
8,000ft, 3.6nm, 225°, Aboyne. 1 am 
7.2nm away, or am I? Has he read his 
bearing straight off the GPS. Are we 
about to collide? 

I believe we have to stamp on this 
extraordinary practice very hard and 
urgently. Surely it is preferable to add 
two hundred and take away twent.y, than 
to increase the number of fatal-acci­
dent invest.igations. 
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An d Fi nally... 

by Rois Lorenz 

My affair with gliding began 
one balmy summer's day in 

1970 when an aircraft had the 
temerity to 'crash' upon the 
school field in front of a some­
what irate Headmaster, and 
many excited boys. 

It mat.tered not a jot. that the a ircraft 
was a glider, and that it had not, in fact, 
crashed. but landed out... This was news' 
The attendance of the Fire Brigade a nd 
the Police only served to enhance the 
newsworthiness of thi s wonderful occur­
rence. It was by far the most exciting 
thing to happen in the sleepy hollow of 
Much Wenlock that year. By the time I 
had examined every scrap and thrill 
there was to be had from this wonderful 
happening, I was hooked. 

The attendance of the Fire 
Brigade and the Police 
only served to enhance... 

Several years later I left school a nd 
ent.ered the RAF and was delighted to 
find gliding on my base at RAF Cattet-­
ick. In the hope of being rewarded with 
a flight in the ATC's T31 , I put in some 
hard hours of ground slog. My many 
hours were finally rewarded with four 
minutes of flight! Whilst 1 got the 
impression from my PI that it was a 
long flight , I rather thought 1 had been 
cheated. I was to lea rn. 

My next brief sortie came three years 
later aft.er being posted to RAF Bin­
brook, high in the Lincolnshire Wold:;. 
Whilst scanning a weekly order on the 
notice board, it. gradually dawned upon 
me what I was reading: it was an offer 
that, to a young and single RAF fire­
man, was too good to be missed: flying a 
glider during the day, and drinking 
during the night - socia lly of course. 

Consequently, on Friday, 3rd June, 
1977, seven years after the scales had 
fallen from my eyes and gliding had 
been revealed to me, I took to the air in 
a T21B for the first. of what was to 
become many flying lessons. The flight 
took place at Syerston a nd last.ed a 
maj estic six minutes! PI, a man by the 

name of Bourne, was obviously giving 
me full measure that. day. 

WOl'thy of a mention here is my intro­
duction to t.hat revolutionary t.rain of 
thought which runs along the lines of: 
'the object is to stay up as long as possi­
ble, not come right. back down again'. 
This monumental piece of information 
included soaring, and elevated me to the 
lofty heights (pun intended) of a full 
twenty- fi.ve minutes airborne, a mere 
seven flights later. 

I was ready to attempt the 
dreaded 700' and 100' 
cable-break practices 

By October t.hat. year 1 had managed to 
scrounge 85 winch-launches. After much 
flying, spinning, circuit planning and gen-' 
eral gut.-wrenching, under the combined 
efforts of thirt.een instructors (although 
not all at the same time), I was ready to 
attempt the dreaded 700' and 100' cable­
break practices . I knew that this was the 
final stage in preparing a new PI, and I 
had mixed feelings as it approached_ 

As it turned out, however, I need not. 
have worried. As soon as 1 had com­
pleted these manoeuvres to the sat isfac­
tion of the duty instruct.or, the weather, 
and ultimately the RAF, conspired to 
rob me of the final accolade: the wind 
on the day rose beyond safe levels for 
the T21B (1 wasn't s ufficiently current 
on the other two-seater), and an unex­
pected posting to a glider-barren area of 
Central America really knocked my 
aspirations on the head. 

But wait, Dear Reader, 
all is not lost. 

Here time loses significance, and my 
story recommences one summer evening 
in June 1988 when the now civilian Mr 
Lorenz, a long with the new Mrs Lorenz, 
were invited t.o a flying evening at 
Strubby Airfield. I was offered the 
opportunity of two flights in a Bocian. 
Once more the candle of my passion 
guttered into life ... only to flicker and 
fade again dlll'ing the lean years of 
ea rly parenthood. 

But wait, Dear Reader, all is not lost. 
The flame is bright.ly rekindled by the 
discovery of my log-book. I still ret.ained 
a burning desire to achieve the dreams 
of my youth. Approaching my 40th 
birthday, I once again headed fot- the 
Lincolnshire Gliding Club at Strubby. 
At the end of a winch cable, I sat in a 
K7, still clinging to my dream and a 
decidedly olcllog-book. 

It was, by then, May 1997, and the 
big question on my mind was "will it all 
come back to me in a rush - or will I 
have to start [rom scratch". The answer 
became painfully apparent after a flight. 
of just seven minutes . With a sigh of 
resignation I could see that 1 would 
have t.o start from scratch! 

New technology had moved on apace 
by this time, and the times for staying 
airborne were improving. 1 made an 
almost unbelievable record flight (for 
me) of one hour and eight.een minutes , 
in a Bocian, managing to reach an alti­
tude of five thousand feet' at the same 
time... 1 was back! 

Another jump, to May 1998, and after 
settling back in nicely, and with brass 
.in my pocket (a distinct advantage of 
age), I decided to head off for a gliding 
'Holiday' with the Wolds Gliding Club 
at Pocklington. I had t.he intention of 
getting some pret.ty intensive flying in 

"I suppose you had better 
try it on your own then" 

their nice, new, K21. Perhaps I would 
achieve my goal of flying solo. 

After a week refreshing my previous 
skills, followed by another week at the 
club in October when 1 'probed the 
envelope'. By the 15th October, 1998 - I 
had 190 launches, nineteen hours, and 
t.hirteen minutes . The duty-instructor 
mut.tered the time-honoured phrase: "1 
suppose you had better try it on your 
own then", and finally, 1 t.ook to the 
skies alone, some twent.y-one years 
after my first. flight. 

My fir st flight as Pl lasted just six 
minutes. Does this ring any bells? 
When I landed, the instructor, still mut­
tering, said: "Well, you bet.ter do it 
again then"" . 
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Is when you have an accident then find 
you're not fully covered, a situation that 
will not arise ,if you are with us! 

• 

ell aviationinsurance
h I services ltd 

Phone, fax or write to : Stephen Hill 


Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 


Unit 1A, Sycamore Grange Estate, Copt Hewick, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 5DF. 


BGA CENTRAL MEDIA PACKS 

Everything you need to give a presentation about gliding. The pack contains 


17 Ready-prepared talks on a range of gliding topics, iHustrated by 

good quality slides or on Power-Point, plus 5 excellent videos and 


supporting information, 


Price: To buy - £400.00 

To borrow - Free of charge to members clubs 


(contact Ruth Bell at the BGA) 
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Material for the next Club News can be sent to the editor before the 15th August Email: le@blot.co.uk (preferred) 

Post: PO Box 2039, PULBOROUGH, West Sussex RH20 2FN (disk or cl~ystal-clea,. hardcopy). Please do not fax Club News 


Club News Deadlines 

Ema ils & disk s 20th August 
Other copy 15th August 

If sending Club News by ema il , plea~e 
please, please na me the subject of yOUl' 

message a nd/or your at.tachme nt.: 
Club News (your club's name) 

For furth e r information about fot'mat­
t.ing Club News, 0 1' othe r materia l fOl' 
the magazine, please send a n SAl': to 
the Editor for a Guide to Submitting 
Muterial to S&G. 

Andreas (Andreas) 
We were grounded earlier this 

year when we discovered that our 
Blanik's wings had reached the 
ends of their lives (25 ,000 
launches) . An aircraft, with a bent 
fu selage, but good wings, was 
located at East Sussex GC a nd a 
deal was done! We would like to 
t.hank whichever East Sussex 
member bent it! 

The K8 group kept the winch 
from rusting up. We a re waiting 
for the tug syndicate to finish run­
ning-in their new engine so that 
we can also res tart ael'otowing. 
Brian Goodspeed 

Anglia (Wattisham) 
With good East Anglian soar ­

ing-conditions we acheived a lot 
recently, with club flyin g a nd the 
Regiona ls (see p. 56 for a report and 
table of results). 

Trip Rogers and Richard Miss lebrook 
have complet.ed t.heir 50km a nd 5h 
tlights, und Ke ith Hill bas just com ­
pleted his SLMGPPL. Allan Tribe and 
his team came 3rd in the Regoinals in a 
J anus C, and Andy Hill did well in the 
Club's Discus. We also had a huge suc­
cess with t.he Inter-club League; on one 
day we won every class! 

Aquila (Hinton in the Hedges) 
We had a rotten May; all three days of 

the Inter-club League were scrubbed - as 
many as Wl~'Ve' lost at Hinton in the last 
six years! So far, however, June's weather 
has been a tonic. 

Des Holdcroft as flown his Diamond 
dis tance. Student member, James 
Ewence, squeezed all three Silver legs 
into early June, a nd Dav id Whittington­
,Jones has made his first solo flight . 

We have begun conversion training, 
using a K21 , for those wa nting to fly our 
ASWI9. This has been so well-received 
that more even ts are on the way to boost 
the interest and skills of post-solo or 
Silver pilots, who do not yet fly cross­
country regularly. The BGA DG500 joins 
us at the end of June. 
Mel Eastburn 

North Wales GC's new site at Llantisilio, looking west. 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
It is now more than a year since we 

bought the airfield a nd tug. A number of 
visitors joined us over Easter to cele ­
brate, but t.he weather wasn't too good. 
When they left for home, the cloud 
cleared and the wave set up to 13,000' 
beh ind the Brecon Beacons! 

Despite an expensive year (replace­
ment. tug engine) we have' survived, and 
are in a good position to build and 
develop, with security of tenure. Olu' 
Lottery application has gained first 
s tage approval and we hope to get fInal 
confirmation soon to allow us to start 
improving the facilities. AileI' last yeaT's 
success, Robbie Robertson is to run 
a nother task-week a t t.he end of August. 
Mike Tomlinson 

Booker (Wycombe Ail' Park) 
Luke Roberts and Andy P erkins are 

now Assistant-cat. , and Full-cat.. 
I ns tructor respective ly. Recen t first 
solo-flights include two cadets, Michael 
Petbean (on his sixteenth birthday) and 
Alex Marsha ll. as well as Ke ith Hill s 
and John Cserny. 

Partners Rich a rd Starey a nd Tanya 
Bates are both solo. with Bronze legs . 
having started training towards th e enc! 
of last wint~' l·. 

The recent improvement in the 
weather has a t las t a llowed some se ri­

ous cross-country training to take 
place in th.e Duo-Discus. We a lso 
won all three classes in the recent 
Inter-club meebng, without 
having to fi eld any of our British­
team pilots' 

The BBC Group wishes to add 
its condolences to all those con­
cerned following the recent death 
of colleague, friend and former 
member, Steve Robertshaw (see 
pp.4 & 30 for more details). 
Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield Wooler) 
At the AGM Malcolm Sander­

son became Deputy Chairman. 
Our Secretary, George Brown, 
took the opportunity to rd1ect on 
the recent death of Alan B~'al. 
Alan was one of our founder 
members, and a past treasurer. 

Club trophies were awarded to Julian 
Sutton , Brian Brown and, for service to 
t. he club, Jim Howie. 

Since moving to our ne w site the 
club's membership has gone up to 106. 
The a mollnt of flyin g has also increased 
a nd ,by ant icipating problems, our Tu cr ­

mastel', Graham Blair, has kept both 
tug's airworthy. 

Dennis Westgarth has become a Full­
ca t Instructor andlVIike Charlton has hi:; 
Basic ra ting. Brian Brown has £1own 
solo. Ken Marston and Keith Arklcy 
have their Bronze badges. 

Our top priority this year is to buy a 
second glass-fi bre two-sea t.er for spin­
ning training. Does a nyone have a suit ­
a ble machine for sa le') 
Bob Cassidy 
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a new livery of white and 
red with blue lettering. 
Watch out for her at the 
August 'I\vo-seater comp at 
Pocldington. 
Derek Littler 

taking Trial Lessons. It is 
housed in a new, purpose­
built hangar. 
Colin Harwood 

Clevelands 
(RAF Dishforth) 

the stunning views! The Channel (Waldershare) 
comparison between Our annual dinner was a gl'eat suc­
conditions at. Parham cess, with awards presenteel to Ian 

Bowland Forest and our home WW2 airfield was useful. Dawkins, Colin Harwood, Nic Orchard, 
(Lower Cock Hill Farm) N. Grinkwol'th Ray Lane, Gavin Lane and Sandra 

The BBC featmed the club in its 'Out Davis. 'vVe have welcomed a number of 
and about in Lancashire' programme on Burn (Burn) new members, and membership is look­
6th May. The progTamme has generated We like our PW5' It is a delightful ing healthy. 
many enquiries, a good proportion have little glider, and is well-used by pilots of Recent achievements include David 
resulted in trial lessons. Consequently, all levels of experience. Leath-Butler and Geoff Hicks flying 
our new instructor, Phil Atkinson, has Our new computer system is installed solo, and also Fred Rutt.erford and 
been kept very busy. and working. The .June cross-country Jurek Pajdak gaining their SLMG 

Drainage work on the field is well course was a success despite atrocious licences. A group of' members visited 
underway, and we have already lost weather. Lectures from Bill Thorpe and Lasham to attend an aerobat.ics course 
fewer flying days following heavy rain. Bob Baines wel'e excellent, and a number earlier in the year. They found the 

Chris Burrows new 8010 and, in a K8 of impressive flights were made between course most. enjoyable. 
the next day, gained his B-certificate the thunder-storms. 'vVe are delighted to see the return of 
with a flight of over twenty minutes We are hosting a party of air-traffic OUT T21, resplendent in its new colours 
soaring in weak thermals. Simon Royle controllers, from the Leeds-Bradford of maroon fuselage and silver wings, 
has re-soloed. Airport, in t.he int.erests of good public and it has proven to be very popular 

''Ibotles', our K7, is now resplendent in relations. The reciprocal visit to the air- with both Club members and those 

Bristol & Glos Some of our regular mem­
(Nympsfield) bel's have been detached as 

As John Patchett is emi- far afield as the Gulf, the 
grating to Australia Tim Falklands and Northern Ire-
Macfadyen has taken over land. This, coupled with 
as CFI. Craig Keenan has poor weather has meant few 
joined us from New gliding achievements to 
Zealand as Summer report on, but we do have 
Course-instructor. Eve some news! 
Dent, our only female [Without wishing to 
instructor, has given up Sully Longstuf/ (left) & Ben Robinson (seuted) joined Stoffordshire GC on encourage reports of new­
aft.er twenty years' service. one 0/ the club:9 recent open duys (see p.40 "PR on 0 Shoe String''). borns, this one's certainly 

Our website has been revamped, and port will be illuminating. Martyn Wake- worth a mention! -Ed] 
we have distributed post.ers advertising field has retired as club secretary after Congratulations to Stephanie and 
the club. We are considering building a many years of quiet, efficient service. Warren Silverwood on the safe arrival 
skittle alky beside the clubhouse, and Dave Slocombe replaces him, and John of their baby, 'Ibm. Our multi-talented 
'task t.eams' are being set up to tackle P arr has been electeel to the committee. DCFI, Dave Campbell, delivered Tom at 
various jobs around the site. A DG 200 has been added to the pl'i- the local maternity hospital, where he 

A new home is sought for a 20-year vate owners' fleet. We welcome Dave and works as a midwife! 
archive containing the scores for Beryl Clarke back to the club. We are also delighted to announce that 
National and Regional Competitions Steve Martin h,lS his PPL and will join Pete (Willy) Hackett has been awarded 
held at. Nympsfield. If you are inter- the team of tug pilots. Leslie Naylor has the lVIBE in the Queens Birthday Hon­
ested please contact Ken Brown on become our only female Basic Instructor. ours List. 
01275 847147. Steve Elsey is busy preparing our newly- Visit our new web site: http://www. 

Well Done! Richard Smith (Ventus), acquired Tost winch. dishforthairfield.freeserve.co.uk. 
who flew 7l5km in May while trying for Dave Slocombe and David Bell made Polly \Vhitehead 
a 750km flight. five-hour nights. The duration flight 
Bernard Smyth enabled David to finish his Silver badge; Cornish (Perranporth) 

he also has Part 1 of the UK 100km Occasional soaring-weather gave uS 
Buckminster (Saltby) diploma. Poor Ian Stoddart missed his some Bronze legs, but little else, during 

The Ciub visited Parham in Nlay and Silver duration by nine minutes, but the winter. We held a Task Week in 
had a very enjoyable visit: our thanks to reached Silver height. early 1\11ay and resumed seven-days-a­
Parham for t.heir hospitalit.y. The Peter Hobson has a Bmnze badge. week operation later that month. 
weather was mixed, but we all had ther­ Andy Steer and Richard Cust have Dick Gillow is now a Half-cat Instruc­
mal- and ridge-soaring flights. When it flown solo. tor. Visitors are very welcome. 
was clear enough to see, we also enjoyed Stan Kochanowski Shaunne Shaw 
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Cotswold (Aston Down) 
Simon Buckley has become an Assis­

tant Instructor. Mark Parker and Don 
Brookman are new Basic Instt'Uctors. 
Richard Bunt and Roy Peters have both 
flown solo. 

Our regular open-day was held during 
early May. We were, yet again, blessed 
with excellent weather, which drew a 
large number of visitors. Some of them 
were a little puzzled, though, when the 
wind shifted and we announced a 
;'change of ends"! 

At a recent General Meeting, members 
voted in favour of entering a bid to 
become the BGA fixed base for coaching 
and soaring operations. If we are suc­
cessful we will buy a suitable tug. 
Mike Shailes 

Dartmoor (Brentor) 
The weather down here 

continues to be inconsistent. 
Summer is only a vague 
memory from years ago. 
Easterly winds have not yet 
brought wave, but at least 
the rainy season finally 
seems to have ended. 
Although it is not hot, ther­
mals have been good and 
what flying we have had 
has been rewarding. 

Our landlord has given 
permission to widen the air­
field in order to remove the 
"bottleneck" at the west end. 

Groundwork on the air­
field has been temporarily 
halted due to a Pied Wag­
tail raising' her family under the bonnet 
of our digger. This machine was driven 
for four hours before the nest was discov­
ered, the vehicle parked, and the poor 
bird could retmn to her brood' 

A kitchen is being fitted to the club­
house and we have a bar licence for 
functions and events. There is a real 
chance of having a fresh-water supply 
from a bore-hole soon. Our water-divin­
ing member has been busy looking for 
the long· lost pipe! Group flying-evenings 
now come wit.h the added attraction of a 
BBQ. The first function to be held in the 
new-look clubhouse is to be a 1940s 
evening in July. 

Thanks go out to Frans Lotze who has 
designed, and built, tow-out gear t.o 
accommodate the club's two-seaters. 
These additions will make a big differ­
ence to glider-retrieves, and will help 
eliminate some of the hazards associated 
with our tow-ropes. 
Guy Massey 

Devon & Somerset 
(North Hill) 

Limited cross-country 
weather has kept most of us closel' to 
home than most would prefer. The group 
that visited Cerdane, Spain, led by eFT 
Ron Johns, and Safety Officer, Malcolm 
Chant, had challenging and exciting 
weather. During their two-week stay, Phil 
Morrison and John Burrows made Dia­
mond-height climbs in wave. The final 
day would have been a disappointment, 
but. for a hot-air balloon trip to France! 

North Hill was the venue for an Inter­
club league day in late May with visitors 
from Mendip and Bath, Wilts & North 
Dorset GCs. However, only the Saturday 
was flyable. A busy schedule of Task­
and Course-weeks approaches, together 
with Trial-lesson Evenings. 
Simon Leeson 

Dinbych (Denbigh) 
Our membership is now in t.he mid 

thirties and, in addition to our 2 two­
seaters and Falke motorglider, there 
are now six privately·owned single-seat 
gliders on site. 

During May, we had quite a few south­
westerly & westerly-winds, so most 
members, and a few visitors, were able 
to make ridge nights along the Clwydian 
mountains and up into the wave. 

Although we can only launch by 
winch , we have not been prevented from 
enjoying good soaring conditions: it is 
most satisfying to sit at the top of a 
10,000' wave, knowing you started with 
a 1,200ft launch followed by a downwind 
dash to the ridge! 

These good conditions have encour­
aged a few air-experience pilots to 
become ab-initio members. 

Steve Butler has completed his Bronze 
badge and cross-country endorsement. 
J, Bradley 

Dukeries (Gamston) 
Ian Thompson has re-soloed. Craig 

Hobson is a Basic Instructor. Weather got 
the better of our flying-week, but it did 
not. stop a hugely successful BBQ. 

David Urpeth has taken over from 
Paul Etherington as CFI. David, having 
started his flying here in August 1992, is 
our first. home-grown CFI. 

After almost twelve years as Trea­
surer, Adele Swannack has handed over 
to Roy Lunn. The T21 has been sold, but 
will be greatly missed. 
Dave Hall 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
Steve Webster has flown solo and also 

has his first Bronze leg. Other Bronze 
nights were made by Tim 
Edmunds, Martyn Baver­
stock and Dave Wren. Ian 
Stafford Allen and John 
Doubleday have both made 
50km flights; John now has 
his Silver badge. Padge is a 
motorglider instructor. 

Peter Stafford Allen and 
Colin McInnis new in the 
eastern Regionals; Peter 
came 4th. The LS8 has 
arrived at last. We have a 
new bus, thanks, yet again, 
to Mark Pickersgill and the 
usual crew - it should be on 
the airfield soon. 

Highland (Easterton Farm) 
1999 began as 1998 ended - raining. 

However, in between monsoons, David 
Chalmers completed his Silver badge, 
and the rest of the Chalmers cannot get 
near the ASWI9. Roger Christie has 
completed Bronze badge and cross-coun­
try endorsement one year after first 
flying solo. 'I'he red K8 (Charlie) has 
been painted blue and is now known as 
the redfblue K8! AJunior (Jimmy)­
bought with lottery money - has 
replaced the yellow K8, and is proving 
very popular. 770 has been joined by 
another Astir, HSE, bringing the number 
of private gliders to twelve. 

We had a successful open day (no rain) 
with lots of trial lessons and a lovely aer­
obatic demonstration by Terry Slater. A 
number of people have since shown inter­
est in becoming full members. Our oldest 
member, Sandy Martin, celebrated his 
90th birthday with a flight in our K21. 
Angela Veitch 

Highland GC member, Sandy A'lartin, celebrating his 90th birthday. AJ Padgett 
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Kent (Challock) 
The season is off to a good start with 

Steve Goss flying hi s Gold Distance. 
Andrey Samuels and John Turner havE. 
both flown for fiv e-hours. Our 'new' 
Junior is a welcome addition to the fleet, 
sparing its 'old' partner for sta tic display 
at. t.hree aiTshows. 

Our old me t. s tation , set up many 
yea rs ago hy the late Pat Cole, con­
sisted of a basic anemometer and wind 
direction indicator. Although Pat 
stopped flying with us a number of 
years bdore he died , 
he made the club a 
b ~~ques t, and hi s 
money has been put 
to good woe . ,John 
Hoye has insta lled a 
new sa tellite station, 
which should prove a 
va luable aid to any 
task setter. 
Caroline Whitbl'ead 

Kestrel 

(RAF Odiham) 


Cadet Cpl Sophie 
Field of UF Brook­
lands ATC Squadron, 
who became a Kestrd 
cadet at the ago of 14. 
ha d a busy week this 
s pring: shc' completed 
a Vigilant and Viking gliding-"cholar­
;' hip, undetook a n advanced training-­
course at Syel'ston, and converted t.o a 
K21 a t Odih a m! 

Our treasurer, 1\11ark Bushnall, and 
Paul Cammish have f10wn solo. Ail'cra ft 
Member, ian Pa ttinga le, managed his 
Silver height and distance dming a 
cross-country fli ght to Keevil. 

CF1 , Marc Morley, has been seen with 
a n iron - so either the fabric is going 
back on the Kl:3 OJ' he has suddenly 
become a 'new man'! Work on our spare 
winch is progress ing, but we have dis­
coverud that it needs a n expens ive gear 
repair - 01' we need to replace our fleet 
with hang-gliders. The new porta-cabin 
workshop is in use and actually keep~ 

things dry. We have had a wt'lcome 
spring-influx of new service joiners. 
Simon Boyden 

Lasham 
Frank Irving has been awarded an 

Associateship of imperial College. 
!\. most s uccess ful meeting, was he ld 

in the clubhollse, with Lasham vil­

lagers, for a briefing on 
the planned future-u se 
of the a irfield. The con­

dition 'md sta tus of the old DERA 
buildings on the south side of the a ir­
field is being assessed. 

A cross-country course has been 
'donated' on an annual basis for the next 
five years to the Ted Lysakowski Trust. 
A sum of money has been donated to the 
Trust from La"ham. 

Our CFI, Graham McAndrew, ran a 
refresher-course for five senior-instruc­
tors (including Derek Piggott). The six of 
them had a total of 17,000 gliding hoUl's 
between them! 

A two-week expedition, to Ontur in 
Spain , is planned for June. Our first 
fJOOkm flight of the season was made by 
our Chairman, Patrick Naegeli, on the 
May Bank holiday Monday. He flew from 
Lasham to Leicester to Basingstoke to 
Hus. Bos. a nd home to Lasham . 
Tony Segal 

Lincolnshire (Strubby) 
Despite Strubby's proximity to the sea, 

early spring brought. some good soaring 
conditions to Lincolns hil'e Gliding Club. 
Patricia Hidger and Harry Fleet both 
f1 ew 50km to Kirton for Silver dis tances; 
it took Patricia 4h 50m, a nd Harry 2h 
40m. ,John Broohi completed his second 
Bronze leg and Phil Pickering his cross­
country endors('ment.. Alan Childs 
reached 5,400', but he didn't have a 
ba rograph with him. 

With sea breezes, the weather at 
Strubby is a bit like special offers in the 
supermarket; you never quite know what 
is on offer un til you get there! 

Martin Thompson has his B-badge. 
Gerry Bloor 

Mendip (Halesland) 
After being ribbed abou t having the 

shortest flight of the day, Pa ul Hooke 
soared a Bocian for ove r an hour for his 
first bronze leg. We have two new solo 
pilots, Adrian Ruddle and Lee Tryhorn. 

Two days after his first solo, Lee 
tecU1wd up with Instructor Stuart Mills 
in another of our club Bocians to win the 
novice dass at the North Hill round of 
the Inter-Club League. Their flight was 
made more interes ting when they were 
passed by the Red Arrows - one of which 
broke formation, greeted the m with a 
roll, and rejoined its group. Meanwhile, 
pundit Paul Craote was winning his 

class, matching the 
achievement of Bob 
Merritt in the previous 
Tound at Rival' Hill. 
Keith Simmons 

Midland 

(Long Mynd) 


Nea rly 1,500km were 
f10wn by six pilots on 
one day of the May 
bank holiday. A notable 
first was when Palli 
Stanley went cross· 
country with someone 
else's wife and actually 
landed back on site! 

A Mynd team won 
Rockpolishers for a wel­
come change after a 
good start at Shobdon 

in April. They were summoned together 
and capt.ained, in uncompromising s tyle. 
by Rose Johnson. 

Courses are well-booked. We gained 
twenty-sev n new members, from n spe ­
cial promotional weekend in May, and 
are working hard to keep them, but 
evenings with Eddie Humphries' Oompa 
band might be overdoing it. 

Private taxiways from tra il ers con­
t.inue to be the latest. status symbol; the 
Duo Discus currently has the smartest ­
a nineteen-slab st.rip. The arrival of the 
motor glider is imminent and its place in 
t.he hangar is being kept warm. 

Please note that we now require radio 
calls when joining the circuit. Jn t.he light 
of serious national and local events the 
CFI is drumming into members and vi ' i­
tors alike the three watchwords of Bill 
Scull: "Lookout, Lookout and Lookout.". 
Roland Bailey 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
Although our leaflet. drop did not resldt 

in the new members we had hoped for, it. 
did produce a lot of interest in the club 

Can you see what I wn seei' What else is in view other than the little white aircraft( 
Note also the typically POOl' UK uisibility on a perfectly 8oombl" cross-country day. 
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Most cross-country Ailsa Cooper and her retrieve crew de-rigging at Parham after her .'iO/UIl (light. The bal· 
flights have been in loons were lifting off from the groundo of Parhvm house after v two·day steam fvil: 

Pennine wave. Simon 

and we have sold quite a few trial les­
sons. The connection of mains water and 
electricity was completed on time. 

Kim Mellor and Richard Hayden have 
flown solo. Peter Blacker has Bronze Part 
L Peter Seymour flew 50km and Gary 
Nuttall reached Gold height from Upwood 
Graham Woodward 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
We hosted our 9th Regionals at the 

beginning of June. The winner was 
Richard Johnson of Husbands Bosworth. 
Our own Ray Hart was 2nd. See page 56 
for a competition report. 

The BGA Soaring Course, with Simon 
Adlard, was over-sub­
scribed. It was much 
enjoyed, despite poor 
weather, and several 
badge flights were 
sucessfully made. 

Eric Arthur has 
retired as CFI, to live 
in France, and Ray 
Hart has taken over. 
Bonnie Wade 

Northumbria 
(Currock Hill) 

Thermals so far this 
season, even for the 
BGA Soaring Course 

week have allowedlittle but local soaring. 

Adlal'd's visit with the BGA Duo Discus 
has insp ired us and, when the good 
weather comes, we'll be ready. 

We welcome our 3rd annual inta k ' of 
cadets and we are making good use of 
the club's Astir with its new Borgelt 
vario system and EW logger. 
l\'Iartin Fellis 

North Wales (Llantisilio) 
We have made real progress at last! 

The landlord has impl'Oved access to the 
field, removed hedges, and has also deliv­
ered our two winches. We have two 40' .. 
containers for storage, and a Blanik and 
K8 waiting to £1y! The Council has 
received our planning application and 
have been helpfuL By the time you read 
this we should be well-estab lished and 
looking forward to enquiries from visitors. 

Ian Skinner a nd Chris Bolton have 
been flying some of our instructors over 
the new fi eld in a Cessna 172 out of 
Caernarfon. On some occasions they 
could throttle back a nd soa r over the site 
- what potential?! 

height recently, andL.;~...';'~~~:::=:=:::::~~!:~~~~i~~i- iii Leigh Wells flew 500km 

A few members took a 

Capstan and a brace of 

Skylarks to the Vintage 
Glider Rally at Bicester. We enjoyed 
some good flying, but the high spot was 
to see Harry packing forty, mostly vin­
tage, machines into Bicester's hangar! 

For an update on our progress or to 
visit the site call Gill on 07801 227663. 
Gill Pennant 

Portsmouth Naval 
(Lee on Solent) 

Our club was 50-years-old at the end 
of May. Many past and present members 
attended a dinner and dance in the 

evening after a good Saturday's flying. 
However typical bank-holiday weather 
(wet) put paid to any further flying. 

After many years of Chairmanship, 
Dave Murray has handed over to Peter 
Waugh. Several club members travelled 
to The Long Mynd for a weekend's flying 
in June. Ailsa Cooper has completEd her 
Silver distance by flying 50km to 
Parham (see photograph above). 
Yvonne Watts 

Rattlesden 
After a poor start to the season our 

Inter-club League meeting was a roaring 
success . Geoff Rowler and Ken Honen­
berg did extremely well , and caused 
headaches for the other competitors. 

We recently enjoyed an excellent flying 
display by Julie Abbey. Helen Page has 
her lOOkm Diploma. 
Mark Wright 

Shalbourne (Rivar Hill) 
Liz Bertoya, who recently married Alan 

Sparrow, is now a full cat instructor. 

We have acquir(o'd another winch, taking 
our total to four. The new acquisition is 
gas-powered, and will hopefully give us 
better cross-wind launches. 

Jim Gavin is now a Half cat . instruc­
tor. Our ab initio week in May wasn't 
the most successful; the wea ther put 
paid to most £1ying, but hopefully things 
will improve for our Enterprise-style 
task-week in August. 
Clive Harder 

Shenington (Shenington) 
We've had lots of new 

members recently, and 
our courses are busy. 
The recent BGA Soar· 
ing Course went well in 
spite of the weather, 
and plans continue for 
our joint task-week 
with Bowland Forest 
on August 16-20th. 
Contact the office 
(01295-680008) if you 
are interes ted. 

Daryl Burton and 
John Rogers are our 
two new tuggies. Geoff 
Powell gained a Silver 

in early June. We are 
taking part in our local 
Inter-club Leaglle, and 

we have various members competing in 
the regiona l and Club-class competitions. 

We have BBQs on the first Saturday of 
each month throughout the summer, and 
visitors arc welcome. As a lways, you can 
keep up to date with our activities at: 
http://freespace . virgin. net/fisher. m/sgcl 
Tess Whiting 

The Soaring Centre 
(Husbands Bosworth) 

We have welcomed Andy Parish , our 
new club ma nager, a nd Pete Coward, 
our new tug-master. 

SeveTal new, and a couple of previou s, 
members have joined the club. We have 
a number of new glider types on site 
including an ASW27, ASW22 and the 
brand new LA1\. 17. 

Congratulations to Richard Johnson 
WllO won the Eastern Regionals at 
Tibenham. Richard Farmer, J ames Hiley, 
Tom Houghton, Christopher Shaw, Ben 
McClaren and Duncan Bennet have 
£10W11 solo , and Simon Tomlinson has his 
Bron~. • 
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Guy Westgate visited us recently with 
the Fox and initiated a brave few club 
members into the world of glider aero­
batics. Brian Marsh also ran a very suc­
cessful soaring-course during 1\11ay. The 
club will be running a task-week from 
14th - 22nd August. 

From 25th September until 3rd Octo­
ber we will be celebrating 100 years of 
gliding; activities will include an open 
weekend, vintage glider meet, fun fair, 
and a commemorative fly (see p.30 or 
ring the club - 01858 880521 - for more 
information) 

Three of our pilots, Paul Crabb, Steve 
Crabb and Russell Cheetham are com­
peting in the World Gliding Champi­
onships in Bayreuth, Ger­
many in August. Paul and 
Steve are competing for 
Ireland in the Standard 
class and Russell is in the 
Open class for the UK. 
Siobhan Hindley 

Southdown (Parham) 
After a keenly fought 

Inter-club round this 
Spring, Lasham finished 
one point ahead of us. Paul 
Fritche, Duncan Stewart, 
Dick Dixon and Rod 
Walker did us proud. 
Meanwhile Paul Fritche 
and Julian will represent 
us in the Club·class 
Nationals at Nympsfield. 

Melissa Hughes has 
flown solo and Pat Sim­
monds has her Bronze badge. Eddie 
Hahnefeld wao the only pilot to complete 
a recent 240km club task to Swindon, 
Didcot and back to Parham. 

Our new buroary student.s have been 
selected. This scheme is proving a great 
success and it is good to see so many 
young faces around. 

The longest running game at Parham 
has for years been 'Musical Trailers.' 
This is rather like musical chairs but 
with an obvious difference. Every time a 
trailer goes off site for a retrieve, 
another one nips into the vacant slot. 
The problem has been oolved by Derek 
Eastell, and any other club with similar 
problems is welcome to get in touch for 
the formula' 

Pilots new on every day of a recent 
five-day, weather-blessed cross-country 
course - 420km was the best distance. 
Peter Holloway 

Staffordshire 
~~..,..,.....: (Seighford)~~ 

Brian Pearson has 
completed a 138km triangle. Paul Crump 
is a new winch driver. Derek Heaton has 
complet.ed his Basic Instructor rating and 
Peter Lowe has a BGA Inspector rating. 

Our Static Display in Market Square, 
Stafford, was a great success (see the 
article on p.40) . It was a tremendous 
team-effort and although it was a long 
day we all enjoyed it.. 

Our German member, Sren Ebser was 
man enough take an aerobatic flight in 
the Fox with our Chairman Glyn Yates. 
We didn't realise that. aerobatics could 
change one's skin colour quite so quickly! 

That girl Lara Davies and her team 
organised a stonking hangar-dance on 8th 
May which was another great succeso. 

Solo pilot Peter Keu.tgens is congratu.lated by his instructor, Bob Pirie. 

The Rame prize was another aero­
batic flight in the Fox - won by Lee 
Featherstone. That'll teach him to buy a 
raffle ticket. We are taking part in an 
exchange visit with a French Gliding 
Cluh near Belfort at the end of July. 
Chris Jones 

Surrey Hills (Kenley Airfield) 
Our hard runways let us continue 

flying throughout this exceptionally wet 
winter. At. our annual prizegiving awards 
went to Peter Wann, Dominic Finch, 
Pet.er Farr, and David Hull. Keith 
Hampson took the Golden Brick. Michael 
Brady hao flown solo. 

An expedition to Jaca, it new mountain­
site in the Spanioh Pyrenees was a suc­
cess. Silver duration and Gold height 
fl.ights were made by Keith Hampson. 
Alan Seear reached Silver height, but 
missed his five hours duration by ten 

minutes; he took off without a watch 
a.nd had radio failure . Peter Poole 
missed a Diamond height by only 500'. 
The rest of us learned much about the 
elusiveness of wave and the potential 
hazards of mountains! 

NIick Hughes joins us as an add.itional 
full-time instructor for the Summer and, 
as always, visitors will be very welcome. 
Where else can you get an aerial view of 
the millennium dome? 

Trent Valley (Kirton Lindsey) 
Our application for a lottery grant has 

been approved, and we are looking for­
ward to buying a Super Cat winch. Our 
pilots have been busy: John Williams flew 
over 500km on a day when the weather 
man promised rain; Geoff Davey has 
flown 50km; Tom Mckinley and Dave 

Britt reached Silver height; 
Gordon Bowes has a cross­
country endorsement; 
Bronze legs have been 
flown by Ian Dawson, 
Andrew Turk and Reg 
Dann. Dave Britt and 
Simon Grant have one-hour 
flights and Norman Bowes 
has done the type-conver­
sion flight from the tractor 
to solo in the K13. 

We had a successful 
open weekend, introducing 
many members of the 
public to the joys of our 
sport. In an effort to 
embrace technology we 
now have a mobile phone 
at the launch point the 
number is 07808 515513. 
John Kitchen. 

Wolds (Pocklington) 
Our AGM, in May, was informed of 

our best financial year ever with 
healthy profits returned, despite all the 
expenditure on the new fleet. Wit.h this 
in mind, we are now laying down seri­
ous plans for our new clubhouse, and 
asking members of their views. We 
intend t.o build ambitiously with a club­
house that will be large enough to 
accommodate any expansion for many 
years to come. 

Our spring advertising and incentive 
scheme for new members, has been enor­
mously successful with over sixty people 
joining as full members in the last four 
months. We hope t.o have 300 members 
by the end of this year. 

An enjoyable expedition to Portmoak 
in April by 22 gliders, yielded a reason­
able crop of badge claims and hangovers. 
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Our extensive new website is now up 
and running and can be found at 
http://www.wolds-gliding.org. Our email 
address has also changed to 
office@wolds-gliding.org. 
Simon Parker 

Vectis (Bembridge) 
We now have a second Blanik. Concli­

tions have been poor so far 
this year and, coupled with 
tug unavailability early in 
the year, we have made a 
slow start to flying, 
alt.hough several reasonable 
flights have been recorded. 
The fil'st open day, aiming to 
encourage more people to 
try gliding, was not well­
supported, but we hope to 
have had bett.er results on 
the 20th & 23rd June. 
Peter Seago 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
Obituary - Pete Cook 

Pete Cook's died suddenly 
in June. As a youngster, he 
took to gliding like a duck to 
water, eventually getting his 
third diamond in 1985. He 
represented Great Britain in the Euro­
pean Championships at Vinon. 

Pete was a professional helicopter pilot, 
initially with the Army Air Corps, and 
later to the oil rigs. Subsequently, Pete 
joined the Norwegian Air Ambulance Ser­
vice, during which time he met his wife 
Helga. His abiding wish - to use his expe­
rience to establish a similar service in the 
UK - was sadly not fulfilled but, in spite 
of difficulties, flying remained his passion 
and he was for many years a staunch 
member of Army gliding as an instructor, 
competition pilot, and (not least) enthusi­
astic bar member. 

Tales about Pete enlarge in the telling, 
and legend has it that. he only disposed of 
his Nimbus 2 after prolonged. but. unsuc­
cessful , attempts to install a Wad­
IVorths pump in the cockpit. Anothel' 
frequently-related tale involves the 
destruction of several geranium pots 
in the course of a field la nding from 
Vinon. In spite of the da mage, the 
owners made him welcome wi th a 
drink on the verandah he had so 
recently tried to demolish . 

We extend our sympathies to 
Helga, and to his children and 
grandchildren, who have expressed 
Pete's wish t.hat donations be made 
to loca l air-ambulance services. 

York (Rufforth) 

We had a reco rd 


amount of rain in ea rly 
June but, despite a forecast for a total 
wash-out on the 5th, our treasurer 
launched his T21 at lOa m expec ting a 
short flight. After five hours he landed 
for the earliest Silver duration flight in 
many years! 

Th e Soaring Centre's new Duo Discus. with Graham Thoma", & Roy Carter. 

By the time this goes t.o press we will 
have held our open weekend on the 
19th/20th June, and a day of flying' for 
the British Disabled Flying Club, on the 
last weekend of the month. 

With the demise of ab-initio motor 
glider PPL training for non-glider pilots 
we arc expecting some changes to the 
way the club will operate in the future. 
Mike Cohler 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
Sorry, but. I'm not naming na mes in 

this issue's Club News. As we have not 
had an item for sometime, and we have 
been achieving so much , it would read 
like a Who's Who of the Yorkshire Glid­
ing Club' 

However, the season has got off to a 
great start with a good amount of ea rly 
wave, several Gold heights have been 
achieved already. We're hoping that this 
is just the start of things to come. 

The recent visit from the Stratford 
club proved very success­
ful, with two Silver dura ­
tions be ing completed 
and yet another Gold 
height, also in wave! 

A record attempt for the 
lOOk triangle was under­
taken recently by our CFI 
and Justin Wills, we are 
still waiting confirmation 
as t.o whether this is a 
new record or not. Again, 
their flight was made in 
wave-lift. 

The Northel'l1 Region­
als are being hosted 
again by Yorkshire from 
July 31st to August 8th. 
People taking part in this 
competition will notice 
something different about 
the clubhouse; it has 

recently been re-furbished. 
Those who have not visited the club 

yet this year will see a marked differ­
ence. The downstairs, members kitchen 
has been improved, but we still have 
Liz a nd Derek o£f'm'ing wonderful cater­
ing fr0111 the upstairs kitchen. 

For the benefi t of our annual spin­
ning checks, the BGA Puchacz has had 
an outing to Sutton Bank. During the 
course of one particular flight, while the 
glider was in a full spin, a senior 
instructor of the club was somewhat 
taken aback by the language coming 
from the front seat, especially as the 
front seat pilot. was female! 
Marian Stanley 

Obituary - Fred Harvey 
It is with regret that we report 

the recent death of Fred Harvey. 
Fred was one of our older mem­
bers, who took up gliding late in 
life, to join his son in this sport, 
a lthough age was against Fred, he 
managed to go solo and was enjoy­
ing his new found freedom. 

We are glad to see that Gary is 
back at the club, and back flying 
again, after his father's death. We 
extend our sympathies to him, and 
the rest of his family. 

Penny Smith Sophie Fielcl (lnd her lather (eIn AEJ CIt RAF Odilwm). Marian Stanley 
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Dan, Smith 

Memorial Trophy 
A number of pilots happily 

1""1.spent Saturday, 27th March, 
upside-down above the Dunsta­
ble Downs for the first aerobatics 
gliding competition of the year. 

Ironically, the ma in concern of some com­
petitors was not flinging an ASK21 
inside-out and backwards but the bit 
th rlt foll owed. Having decided that la nd­
ing anywhere but London GC's horizon­
tally-challenged a irfield [it looks like a 
big green pot-hole] would be too disrup­
tive, Jeremy Berrenger, a local, offered to 
act as safety pilot for those who were 
unfamiliar with the airfield! 

Although the trophy is awarded to 
the highest-scoring genuine Sports-class 
pilot, two thirds of the competitors were 
Intermediate- and Unlimited-class 
pilots : the atmosphere was very 
relaxed. The morning's entertainment 
was watching s llccessive pilots refresh­
ing their competition skill s after 
months in hibernation. The highlight of 
each flight was the pilot's attempt at a 
stall-turn. Those who had fail ed to 
refresh their techniques fell, spectacu­
lady, out of the manoeuvre to the de ight 
of the crowd b elow~ 

Having nown the two known pro­
grammes Guy Westgate flew the Fox. No 
one minded the interruption as we all 
knew that when he got back into a K21 
it would feel like the controls had been 
disconnected; this could only be 1m 

advantage to the rest of usl 
As the afternoon drew to a close each 

pilot flew the final "unknown" sequence. 
It is alleged that one pilot's flight-plan 
became detached from the panel halfway 
through his night. While f1ying the next 
two ma noeuvres from memory he ma n­
aged to catch it, and read the subse4uent 
figures hand-held! 

-Alexander Yeates 

Position Pilot Ct.... Points (%) 
1 Guy WOOlyale Unl.mtled 78.302 
2 MikeWocnard IntalT11ediill& 7S.ne 
3 Jan Bastin Spoos 74781 
4 J~mleAlten Un!imltttd 74 593 
6 NOKl.lod , vales SpOriS 72.693 
6 tan~Ull$talt UnJlmltod 7071 4 
7 Anarew Cunningham InlOnned,ate 7033:J 
a Chq'.i Cam '"termodlal" 06.1)60 
g GtynVal... S""rts 61.92' 
10 NiCk Buckingham IntBrmedtate 6112'3 

" Marl< Ferrlgan Sports 20626 

Eastern Regionals 

Competition 1999 


by R. Woodhouse 
Tibenham, Norfolk: 29th ,May - 6th June I 999 

Pos. Pt. Pilot(s) Glider H'cap 10 Day 1 (31 15i99) Day 2 1116199) Day 3 (516199) 
Sp(Dis) Pas. Pis Sp(Dis) Pas. PIs Sp(Dls) Pos. PIS 

1 2188 Johnson, A. A LS8 112 S6 45.1 1 373 77.0 6 929 74.7 5 886 
2 2038 Hart. R. Kestrel 19 112 983 (102.9) 2 215 78.9 4 939 74 .6 6 884 
3 2013 Tribe, A. Vanous Janus C 106 R2 (84.6) 5 179 849 3 950 70.4 6 884 
4 1901 Slaflord-Allen. P. R. Venlus 8 108 333 0 16 0 81 3 1 970 75.4 2 931 
5 1880 Willan . J . ASW 20C 108 634 (98.1) 4 2 10 (330. 1) 10 713 77.5 1 957 
6 1854 Burry, J. LS8 112 301 (79) 7 152 84.5 I 970 62.3 11 732 
7 1807 Westwood. D LS8 106 D4 (977) 3 214 (321 .4) 12 705 70.7 4 888 
8 1792 Welsh . J . Kestrel 112 269 70 6 7 893 

Gaunt. A. Kestrel 112 269 0 16 0 75.8 3 899 
9 1782 Hoye. J . ASW 20 107 EEC a 16 0 74.7 5 936 68. I 8 846 
10 1656 Mcinnes . C. J. Discus 105 R53 (34.5) 15 47 84.2 8 88 1 ~8.0 13 728 
11 1584 Bren ton, T. Discus BWl 105 19 (59.6) 10 114 132.1. 6) 10 71 3 60.1 10 757 
12 1498 Nash, S. Ventus C 108 758 (315.3) 15 676 

N"'h. J . (59.5) 11 109 58.5 14 7 3 
13 1485 Clowes, N. ASW 20 CL 112 20 (40.5) 14 55 (315.3) 18 650 66.2 9 780 
14 1407 IoNI, A. D'50US CS WL 105 A61 (BO.9) 6 172 (241 .0) 22 504 58.2 12 731 
15 1362 Whiling. T. Dil;iCUS 105 H2O (545) 12 101 (292. ) 20 639 50.0 16 622 
16 1266 51. ley. J. LS4 104 379 (12.1 ) 16 0 (2957) 16 654 50.2 15 632 
17 1189 luton , C. LS3 107 307 (61.0) 9 115 (1 36.1) 17 394 

Goss, S, (314. 1) 14 680 
18 1007 Heok. K. Mosqull0 B 107 320 (62.6) 8 119 (3309) 9 722 (65.9) 20 166 
19 977 Cook. M. K21 94 ECW (11.1 ) 16 a (88.6) 19 277 

Gilbert, J (285.8) 13 700 
20 652 MorriS, J. Discus 105 HOM 1J4.3) 16 a (2975) 17 652 DNF 24 a 
21 649 Men"","" J..O·De"ald. P Twin Aero 3 99 FOK 0 16 a (28 1 1) 19 649 DNF 24 0 
22 646 MIleS. M. SId Clrl\Js 100 HVZ a 16 a (236.7) 2 1 520 (47.2) 21 126 
23 590 Willte, Mi Mills, J Blanik L· 13 74 Bl 0 16 a (1 76.9) 23 484 (27.0) 22 106 
24 373 Coker D. Plk ZOD 104 EAR (44.0) 13 74 (8.2) 24 0 (105.9) 18 299 
25 51 800. S. Aslir CS 77 99 HTE 0 16 a DNF 24 a (2721 23 51 

M onday 31st May was our 
first competition day. The 

prospects looked reasonable 
with a light wind from the NE. 

The day deve loped slowly, and not as 
well as hoped, so we flew t.he standby 
task of 154km (Swannington,Littleport). 
Cloudbase was 3,000' when the gate 
opened with 2-3kt climbs . Over-develop­
ment soon made conditions difficult. 
Only Richard Johnson (LSB) completed 
at 45.1 kph. He had the good fortune to 
pick up lift from a chimney near Thet­
ford forest while preparing to la nd out. 
Eighteen competitors scored. 

Tuesday 1st June: Day 2 
We had a good met. report and set a 

t.ask of 336kl11 (Lavenham, Hus. Bos., 
Bmy St Edmunds). The first launch was 
at 11:40 and, although a cloudbase of 
below 3,000' in the middle of the task 
s lowed competitors down eight pilots 
completed. Eight others la nded nearby, 
cut off by an influx of sea air after 
4.30pm. The joint winners were Jill 
Bmry (LSB) at B4.3 kph, and Peter 
Stafford-Allen (Ventus B) at 81 kph. 

Wednesday 2nd June 
Scrubbed a t briefing - torrential ra in. 

Thursday 3rd June 
A t.ask was set, but blustery showers 

brought down those who launched. 

Friday 4th June 
Looked hopeful. A slot was predicted 

and a task briefed, but it became evident 
that the clearance would arrive too late. 

Saturday 5th June: Day 3 
Heavy showers were forecas t., but con­

ditions were good in the morning. We set 
a 148.2km task (Ra ttlesden, East Dere­
ham. Seething) and launched at 1O.40am. 
Sixteen pilots fini shed, th winner being 
John Wilton (ASW 20) at 77.5kph. By 
mid-afternoon, the showers had arrived. 

Sunday 6th June 
An afternoon clea rance was going to be 

too late to be useful on t.h e final day. In 
the end, t.he winner was Richard John­
son (LS8) with 2,188 points. Ray Hart 
(Kestrel 19) was second with 2,038 
points and Alan Tribe (Janus C) was 
third with 2,013 points . Alan also took 
the 1\vo-sea t.er Trophy. 

The met. presentation was good and 
brought humouT even to t.he scrubbed 
days . The competitors remained in good 
heart and happy despit.e a poor s tart 
to the season. ~ 
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Serious, but funny! 


c-::.J 

GLIDER 

INSTRUMENTS 


(M. G. Hutchinson) 

Repairs and overhauls 
carried out 

P.Z.L. Sales and Service 

Barograph Calibration centre 

Write or phone: 
'Tan field' 

Shobdon 


Nr. Leominster 

Herefordshire HR6 9LX 


Tel: 01568 708 368 

(answering machine) 

Oxfordshire Sportflying Club 

The Premier 


Motor-gliding School 

* Intensive Courses, or by the hour for 

Self Launching Motor Glider PPL 

* Bronze C Cross Country Endorsement and 
field landing checks 

* BGA SLMG Instructor Courses 

* Convert your Bronze/Silver badge to a 
Self-launching Motor-Glider PPL 

* Bronze and Silver 
conversions at a 
special rate 

* Ab initio training 

* Trial lessons 
* Lessons from £50 

per hour 

For details call on 01608 677208 
Open seven days a week 

or Freephone 0800 0561371 

Staff Profile 

Mcrjo Anderson 

BGA Accounts Administrator 

I\I/(Lrjo, pictu red with u friend. 

I have been asked to intro­
duce myse lf fa al l those 
involved with the BGA. This Is 
not o n easy task! 

I have worked part - time for 
the BGA since Augus t 1998 . As 
th eir first port of call. all your 
su bscri p tio ns and fees arrive 
o n my desk for processing. 

I was born In Holland and 
arrived In England In 1968 after 
travelli ng the world wi th my 
parents : my father w a s c hie f 
eng ineer fo r KLM , and was 
p o sted anywhere he w as 
needed . Although flying is not 
new to me I am still looking for­
ward to going up in a gfider. 
(Any o ffers of a trial fllght?l) 

I have lived in Leicester 
ince 1972 and have tw o 

dau ghters at Universi ty. In my 
spare time I teach swimming . 
dance ba llroom and Rock & 
Roll, and jump out of aero­
planes with the Red Devi ls far 
charity. I also enjoy gardening 
and DIY for relaxation l 

My next adventure will be a 
245km (153 miles) c yc le ri de, 
in Holland, in aid of UK Guide 
Dogs fo r the Blind. I w ill be 
riding arOlJnd Het IJsselmeer. 
formally kn own as luid erzee , 
in October this year. 

If you wou ild like to sponsor 
Marjo's bike ride. cheques can b e 
made p ayable to: "Guide Dogs for 
the Blind" and sent to her c / o the 
BGA. Kim berley House, Vaughan 
Way. Le icester. Leics. LE 1 4SE . 
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Last of the Summer Swine 


L ast January the French Glid­
ing magazine, Vol a Voile, 

published the results of some 
research, by the FFVV (their 
BGA), into the causes of the fall 
in membership experienced by 
French clubs, and suggested 
some cures. 

Some of the French cures were not appli­
cable to British gliding, e.g. the sugges­
tion to get rid of tugs and have lots of 
nice, cheap winches; unless you happen 
to be the folks who live on the hill, and 
have a large airfield, winching isn't 
great. In fact, as it happens, I can't help 
feeling that two or three thousand feet of 
wire attached to three or four hundred 
brake horse-power is unsafe for both 
man and glider alike. 

I have the excellent BGA accident 
reports on disc. The database covers 
more than ten years of records of acci­
dents to gliders in the UK. I have also 
gathered some older reports from S&G 
and reclassified them to include the cat­
egory 'Snarl-up'. Snarl-ups identify 
cases where the winch cable finds its 
way into places that it was never 
intended to be. Let's have a look at an 
incident from 1956: 

Glider T21 (open side by side two ­
seater). The winch falt.ered when t.he 
glider was at. about ten feet, the 'chute 
passed over t.he nose of the glider and 
the cable looped behind the pilots' 
heads. The winch did not, regain power! 
No damage or injury. 

Over a seven-year period there were 
fifty-six cable 'snarls', some comic and 
some tragic. These fifty-six examples do 
not, of course, include the multitude of 
cable-break accidents and incidents. At 
the risk of being drummed out of the 
regiment, I must say that J think wire­
launching is inherently unsafe. 

Other ideas 
Some other ideas in the FFVV report 

were to do with improving 'image'. One 
idea is to get rid of all the old instruc­
tors, so that the young would perceive 
the sport as more 'with it'. Another sug­
gestion is to be rid of the notion that cer­

tain, outmoded, qualities of character 
are required by glider pilots. 

The BGA is trying hard to improve the 
image of UK gliding, but perhaps we 
should all just wear smart uniforms 
instead of worrying so much. As for get­
ting rid of the old, why are we so intent 
on getting young people into the sport? 

some of my best friends 
were young once... 

Don't misunderstand me. I have noth­
ing against the young, some of my best 
friends were young once, but is there 
really anything so dreadful about the 
fact that glider pilots are getting older? 
Is it. so terrible that the sport should 
require perseverance, self-discipline, 
some technical knowledge and, occa­
sionally, courage? 

Youngsters 
Young pilots acquire physical skills 

quickly but, they are rare birds unless 
subsidised by their elders (who may be 
none too well off themselves). They are 
rare migrant visitors to UK clubs. In my 
neck of the woods any youngsters that 
we do win soon move away to college 01' 

to find work. When they have estab­
lished themselves at work they get mar­
ried and have children. 

Now, once upon a time, wife and chil­
dren would have come to the club on 
fine days; perhaps she would have 
made sandwiches and served tea ... 
shopping is much more interesting now, 
and now hubby comes on his own. The 
image of the sandwich-making wife was 
acceptable in the 1950s and 60s but is 
no longer so. We have to face it, since 
women have, not unreasonably, claimed 
equal rights in work and leisure, gliding 
has ceased to be a viable sport for 
young families. 

Okay - so we have older pilots 
The trainees I fly with now are pre­

dominately men in their fifties and six­
ties, newly retired, with children who 
are now independent. What can we do 
about it? Have expensive sophisticated 
family entertainment on site? I doubt it. 
The French suggest making training 

by M.e. Pigg 

easier, quicker and cheaper. I doubt it 
would work. 

Why don't we accept the heresy that 
glider pilots are going to be older, and 
trawl the Bingo Halls and the Darby & 
Joan Clubs for more wrinklies? Demo­
graphically there are more older people 
about anyway. We need to keep these 
geriatric delinquents off the streets. 
Perhaps such a socially-acceptable aim 
would make the lottery Moguls view us 
with more sympathy - we might., at 
last, be able to throwaway those 
wretched winches. 

Will gliding die off with the ageing 
glider-pilot population? No, of course not. 
People will continue to retire; I think 
that the ladies, whose independence has 
wounded our sport over the last decade, 
will soon be retiring, and replenishing 

.our ranks. If BGA permits me to con­
tinue instructing, I look forward to it., 
even if it means wearing a uniform wig 
and having a face lift. I wish I had worn 
a hat (not a baseball hat, of course) as a 
young piglet. 

Regulations 
Another suggestion in the French 

report was to get rid of the multitude of 
regulations, I wasn't quite clear how, 
but my schoolboy French seemed to sug­
gest that. having their movement free of 
government control, like ou.rs, would do 
the trick! 

What is missing in our gliding now is 
fu.n . Fun is fast being regulated out by 
rules to protect us from ourselves, and to 
prevent us using any judgement or ini­
tiative . The adoption of American legal 
notions makes sure that those in author­
ity do all they can to shift responsibility 
onto others. 

We used to teach ourselves cloud­
flying and cross-country flying. It. was 
fun and adventure, and were the acci­
dent statistics much worse than today's? 

Once upon a time gliding was enriched 
by cranks - the sort of people who built 
ornithopters and jumped off high places. 
Of those who survived, some moved to 
hang-gliding, but I should think that 
they've been regulated out. of that by 
now, the rest. are mouldering away in 
front. of their televisions ... 
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The BGA On-line 

Update, June 1999 

Having published a compre­
hensive guide to the BGA's 

website in S&G (Oct/Nov 1998, 
p.280), it seemed time to write 
something about the new infor­
mation that is available. 

Mandatory Modifications 
In particular the BGA's Compendium 0/ 
Ainoorthiness Directives, l11andatory 
Modifications, Special Inspections and 
Check-list 0/ De/ects is now available on­
line. The compendium gives details of all 
modifications required, and sources for 
more precise data. 

Gliders are listed by name and by man­
ufacturer ensuring that. the information 
needed is easy to find. Once you have 
found the glider you are interested in, the 
list of modifications/advices i8 clear. 
IVlotorgliders are also included, as are 
repair schem&s and non-mandatory modi­
fications.In addition, there is a section 
entitled 1\lg & Motorglider Airworthiness 
issues. Already the mods page is the sev­
enth most requested page on the site. 

II 
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Weather 
The new weather star-rating, provided 

by Jack Harrison has proved very popu­
lar. Intended for lise with the MetFAX 
soaring forecasts, Jack's ratings are 
updated everyday. There is a key to 
explain what. each rating means and, so 
far, they have proved to be remarkably 
accurate. The MetFAX telephone num- • 
bel'S are listed on the same page. 

Competitions 
Whenever possible, the results for all 

the UK Nationals (and as many Region­
als as is possible) will be uploaded each 
day to the website. When the results 

Glidia, Com,.titiooa 11}99 
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are available for any particuar competi­
tion, its name, in the compo page listing, 
will become red. That red-linked name 
can then be clicked for the on-line 
r esults tables (see below). 

Magazines 
S&G remain8 on-line in the form of 

article precis. Information about sub­
scribing, to both S&G and MotO/·gliding 
International, are available on the site. 
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Current BGA Web-site Statistics 
(for the week ending 27th June) 
Average requests per day: 9,020 
Distinct hosts served: 1,249 

Data transferred per day: 21,411kb 

Number of countries logging-in: 
Most popular day of the week: 
Most popular time of the day: 

36 
Friday 

lOpm 

Most Popular pages: 
1. Club Directory 
2. Weather Page 
3. Gliding Links 
4. S&G 
5. uk.rec.aviation.soaring (link) \ . 
6. BGA Newsletter ~ 
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Salutary Soaring 
An anonymous column dedicated to those of us who got away with it 

Y
ears ago, I was taught to fly 

cross-country ensuring that 

I was always within reach of a 
landable field at 2,000'. 

If I could not find lift I was to start pick­
ing fields by the time I had descended to 
1.500'; from a height of 1,000' down­
wards I should Hy all round the chosen 
field to assess its size, slope, and other 
important features , before Hying a 
proper circuit and approach. A few years 
later, as an instl'uctor, I gave my pupils 
the same advice. 

One day, towards the end of a long 
flight, I saw an opportunity to add some 
useful distance. Thermals were weaken­
ing, but still available. I was at 4,000' 
over the airfield. Anothel' airfield, a 
short way downwind was tempting me 
on - beyond a hill. With the option of 

turning back if I found no more lift, I 
went for it. 

One weak thermal later I was back at 
4,000', but out of reach of base. There 
was a landable field beneath me, and I 
was faced with a decision: should I land 
without looking for further lift, or calTY 
on with my original plan to reach the 
downwind airfield, knowing that I could 
turn back to my field if I couldn't make 
it over the hill? I went for the hilL 

As I approached the wooded slopes I 
knew that I could still turn back to my 
field if I found that I could not clear the 
top of the hilL However, with the wind 
still behind me, I hoped that the hill 
would work and give me plenty of lift to 
clear its peak. While I thought about 
these possibilities , another considera­
tion appeared. Although the hill was 
mostly covered in trees there was one 
sllitable field ahead. Its outline had the 

classic, visual 
appearance of a rectangular field , on a 
slope, dis torted by perspective into that 
familar trapesium shape. 

My glide-angle was marginal, and I 
was relying on hill-lift to take me over 
the top. The wind died. The hill didn't 
work. I had another decision t.o make. 
Should I turn back to the Hat field that 
I had spotted first, or just dl'op into the 
field on the side of the hill'? I went for 
the latter. Downwind, but uphill, the 
landing run would be short. 

As I rounded out, reality dawned. I 
had approached to land in a short, 
wide, trapezium-shaped field. The 'far 
end' was 50 yards from the nose of my 
gljder. The two 'parallel' sides came 
together to a width of less than a 
~ingspan. I lost a wingtip as I came to 
rest, just inches from the far hedge. 

Do as I say, not as I do. 

--- lying as a visitor toF the Rhine valley, it 
became apparent that 
there were few suitable 
areas for oudandings. 

The general terrain is charac­
terised by some arable fields 
near the river, often small and 
containing a variety of crops. 
Stretching away from the river 
are slopes with totally unland­
able vineyards; the slopes 
extend to foothills and then to 
the mountains several miles 
from the lowland river area. 

The finest thermals are generally to be 
found over the mountains. The best 
strategy then, on failing to find the next 
thermal and finding oneself sinking 
towards the hilltops, is to head back 
over the vineyards. The idea is to keep 
looking for lift but, if all else fails, land 
in one of the few suitable fields some­
where near the river. 

One day, I noticed a racecourse with a 
flat., green, oval centre, some miles from 
the gliding site I was visiting. There 
being so few suitable places to land out, 

I noted it as a potential site should I find 
myself needing to land in that area. 

A day or two later, flying over the 
hills, I failed to find another much­
needed thermal, and so headed back 
over t.he vineyards looking for 'my' race­
course. The slopes beside t.he Rhine are 
steeper than my glide-angle and so the 
land fell away leaving me with plenty of 
height to pick a field, and do the usual 
survey and checks. 

From about 1,000' up the green oval 
looked good. There was a line of trees 
down the middle, but between the trees 
and the track, there was a flat grass 
area extending the whole length of the 
inside edge of the course. I elected to 
land near the grandstand, as t.he only 
approach road led to that side. I looked 
a t the site fr0111 several angles as I 
descended to circuit height, and all 
seemed well. 

The circuit and final turn were 
uneventful, but as I came down the final 
approach, something ilidn't look quite as 
I expected it to. Short.ly before I had 
planned to round out, I realised that the 
trees in the middle of the oval were 
saplings. The 'grandstand' was a large 
shed, and my path, bisecting one half of 
the green sward, was going to put one 

wing tip into the first sapling and the 
other well over the racetrack. The whole 
thing was like a one-third scale model of 
a full-size racecourse! 

I executed an S-turn to avoid hitting 
t.he first sapling but, by that time, I was 
so low that the downgoing wing-tip 
touched the ground ... it slid, and didn't 
break. I finished the manoeuvre and 
executed the shortest landing I could to 
avoid hitting the fence at the far end of 
the oval. 

It emerged t.hat my racecourse was, 
in fact, a newly-constructed dog t.rack. 
Without independent. references to its 
size, from any nearby artefacts such as 
houses, or the spaces between telegraph 
poles, my perception was based on what 
I thought it was. AU my assumptions 
had fitt.ed together until I was low on 
the approach. 

Beware of unusual landing places, 
they might be smaller than you think. 
Look for something to cross-check the 
proportions of your field if at aU possible. 
I was lucky to be flying a benign and 
manoeuvrable glider and that the dog 
track was just long enough to lanel in. 

A BGA inspector found the wing and 
the pilot to be suffering only from 
ruff1ed surfaces! ~ 
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Tragedy • 


I had just arrived at Minden 
airport on 13th July to heal' 

that two hours earlier Bill Ivans 
and Donald Engen had been 
killed in Bill's Nimbus 4DM, 
which was seen to break up 

,\USTRALL\ FOR (;1 IDINe? 

BENALLA 
WE'VE CUT II ALLI 

A Slle so consistently good that it is the o nly place in Australia to 
have had a 1000km flight lor each of the last 3 years. More than a 
dozen reco rds broken here lasl summer Over 25 successful UK 

badge lIights from BenaUa lasl season. 

It 115 5 hours or 10DOkm that's your aim then Benalla is the place to 
do il . Need a help along? Tllen join one 01 our Cross Country or 

NO'JEx courses. 
Thermal Soaring - Paddock Landings · Photo Techniques 

Badge and Racing Tasks 
F!eet now updated to include 1528 )(4 . T61C Falke, PW-5. Junior x2 . 
Hornel x2 . SId Cirrus. Mosquito. DG200. Nimbus 2e, Discus e , l sa. 
LS6B. Janus. Venlus 2C 18m and Nimbus 4DM (nollor solo hire). 

Weekly packages available . 

InexpenSive on·slle accommodation or nearby motels available . Easy 
travel from Melbourne or Sydney. 

For details contact 
General Manager Fiying Operations, Andrew Ward al: 

Gliding Club of Victoria 
PO Box 46, BENALLA. Vic 3672, Australia 

Tel: .61 357621058 • Fax .61 357625599 
Check our Website 'or 'ull detafls : 

www.home.aone.net.auibenana_olidingl 
Email : gfiding@benalla.nel.au 

BEN.\LLA - Wl'\'e got It .\IP 

after undergoing severe willg­
bending G-forces about 5,000' 
above the Nevada desert. 

Don Engen (75) was a director of the 
SSA and currently served as Dlrector of 
the Smithsonian National Air and Spal:e 
Museum in Washington, DC. 

Bill Ivans (79) had been in the US 
world team at St Yan, France in 1956, 
flying one of the new Elliott laminar­
wing gliders, a forerunner of the Olympia 
41f>. There he had a nea r-fatal crash on a 
tW'bulent Mistral day vividly described 
by Philip Wills. He joked, after s taging a 
full recovery, t hat he was "living on bor­
rowed time". He put the remaining 43 
years to good use in building a successful 
bus iness and in helping develop gliding 
in every way. His records, awards and 
national and international offil:ifli posi­
tions in the sport are too numerous to 
detail in this brief report. 

The American gliding movement is 
stunned by this event Bill in particular 
will be missed by his many British 
friends , myself included. 

-Mike Bird 
T hen' will be it full ohitll fll'Y o f Bill 1,,:111:, in fhe next isslIf'. 

Trailer 

Retrieving 


Should you have a breakdown 
or an accident when towing 
your glider there is. at lost, an 
organisation that really will 
retrieve you and the trailer. The 
Organisation of Horsebox and 
Trailer Owners can help. 

Their scheme makes use of 
the 'Truck Rescue' arm of the 
AA. which is not normally avail ­
able to members of the public . 
The cost is £72 per year, (not 
including 'homestart', with an 
option to join the AA at the 
same time. 

The managing Director is 
Jon Phillips, and the address is 
Whitehill Farm. Hampstead 
Marshall. NEWBURY, Berkshire 
RG20 OHP. The telephone 
number is 01488 657651. 

-Angle Veitch 

BG-A Certificates 
All Three Diamonds 2084 Goudie, John SGU 16/4 Svenson, Bernard Wolds 7/4 
No. Pilar Club Date 2085 Scholey, Deborah Lasham 7/4 Adams, Robert Essex & Suffolk 7/4 
562 Kindell , Hugh Lasham 30/1 2086 Adams , Robert Essex & Suffolk 7/4 Atkinson , Peter London 9/4 
563 Townsend, Andy Booker 17/12/98 2087 Atkinson, Peter London 9/4 Garrett, John Bicester (France) 13/4 
564 Redman , Simon Cambridge 19/2 2088 Garrett, John Bicester 13/4 Stevens, David Lasham (Oz) 4/1 

2089 Stevens, David Lasham 4/1 Duffield , Catherine Lasham (Oz) 4/1 
Diamond Goal 2090 Wright, Mark Rattlesden 3/1 Wright, Mark Rattlesden (Oz) 3/1 
No. Pilot Club Date 2091 Hudson , Ralph Yorkshire 11 /4 Price, Christopher Essex & Suffolk 8/4 
2-2668 Crawford, George Oxford (SA) 18/1 2092 Stringer, Michael London 9/4 Hudson , Ralph Yorkshire 11 /4 
2-2669 Goud ie, John SGU 16/4 2093 Spedding, Nigel Stratford 11 /12/98 Hampson , Keith Surrey Hills 9/4 
2-2670 Goodenough, G. SGU 20/ 11 /98 Stringer, Michael London (Spain) 9/4 
2-2671 Atkinson , Peter London (Oz) 12/1 Gold Distance Birlson , Frank Cotswold 7/4 
2-2672 Stanton , Chris Vectis (Oz) 1/2 Pilot Club Date Spedding , Nigel Stratford (Oz) 11 /12 

Crawford, George Oxford (SA) 18/1 Fiorentini, Chris Cairngorm (USA) 17/2 
Diamond Distance Goudie, John SGU 16/4 Huband, Jonothan V. of WH (USA) 24/3 
No. Pilot Club Dare Goodenough, G. Burn (Oz) 20/11 /98 Brenton , Thomas Essex & Suffolk 23/5 
1-799 Townsend, Andy Booker (SA) 17/12/98 Atkinson, Peter London (Oz) 21 /1 Davison, Chris Buckminster 23/5 
1-800 Cavanna , Anthony Ex Pat (Oz) 11 /11 /98 Stanton, Chris Vectis (Oz) 1/2 Smith, Nicholas Fulmar (France) 18/4 
1-801 Wright. Mark Rattlesden 4/1 

Gold Height UK Cross-Country Diploma (Part 1) 
Diamond Height Pilor Club Date Name Club Dare 
No. Pilot Club Dare Williams, Randall East Sussex 24/3 Bell , David Burn 27/3 
3-1477 Ferguson, Roddy SGC 4/12 Williamson, M. P. & Spalding 21 /10 Nutley, Stephen SGU 16/4 
3-1478 Welch. Graham Lakes 10/10/98 Jenkins, Alan Enstone 14/3 
3·1479 Spencer, Peter Surrey & Hants 6/10 Muir, Richard Derby & Lancs 25/3 UK Cross-Country Diploma (Part 2) 
3-1480 Garwood, Mik Lasham 23/10/98 Friend, Michael Essex & Suffolk 7/4 Name Club Date 

Scholey, Deborah Lasham (Spain) 7/4 Nutley, Stephen SGU 16/4 
Gold Badge Rance, David Midland 19/3 
No. Pilor Club Date Tiller, Philip Wolds 7/4 
2083 Crawford , George Oxford 18/1 Fryer. John Pocklington 7/4 
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Substantiail-accident Sum1mariesClassifieds 
P leas€' send the text of your advert, and your p.'J.ym(~nt. to 
De bbie Carr at the BGA office (nut tu the editor). Covering the period March - 'May 1999 
The deadline for da!<'f; ifil'ds to be induded in the OctiNov 
issue of S&G is 3rd Sept. after which any adverts rcceived 
will be published in the fo llowing issue. by Dave Wright 
Tex t : BOp/word. minimulll twent.y words (,\:16). 
Black and white photogra phs: £6 l~xtra 
Box n umber: £3 ext.ra. All price;;; include VAT. 

No. Type BGA No. Da ma ge Date P lace Age In jury Hours 

FOR SALE 

PIK 20B. V.G.C. Low hours . Full pa nol inc. Borgelt B50 Flight 
Director. f'aclory trailer/tnw out gear. £: 10 7:50. Holroyd 01482 
326666 (W) 01482 665861 (E) 

LS1\VL. Basic ins trumC'nt!'\, plus Winter Varia :lnd TIS. Cobra 
Trailer, towout gcrll', t.rest.le. Low hCJ u r~. Glider and tra iler in 
superb condit-jun . .£26 500. Radio. L-N;.w. GPS available as 
optional extra,. Tel: 0 1803 86777'1 (Devon) 

SKYLA RK 4, v' G. C., standard panel, radjo, pan:1l'hute, good 
metal trail(~r, :l man rigging llids £4 50U. Call Bob OI:l80 
70481~ (work). 0 1280 704,'\38 (eveR). Fax 01280 701323 or 
Email bohU:ca ndlcford.co.uk 

DISCUS B. 199~ . Only 5~0 hOUl'ti. Complet.e outfit with a ll 
extras in mint condition. '36000. PO Box :l after mid August 
BOA. Kimherley Hou~t~. Vauj:{han Way. Le icester Lg l 4S£. 
Tel: 0116 253105 1. Fax: 0116 25 1 5939 

LS6-C l S\ V, Comp~ No. 941. 1994, immaculate. Tm:-:.t Nation­
a ls winner, low hour~, full panel indudes SNAV & CPS. Cobra 
trailer. ri~ging aids. etc etc. £43 000. Contact Richard Smith 
01865 725MO (eveni ngs) or 07775 697527 

23 ASK13 1503 Sub~tant i a l 04/0,1/98 1li:03 Se ighford 70 None 

The K13 was seen to be vc ry Iowan the downwind leg and the pilot turned finals lit. tffl iy :WOft. automat.ically pu.lling the air­
brakes op('n before he rCI'l lised he was much too low. Ho rejected H landing in the unde rl-ihoot field a.s he "thought, hI;! would 
make- it" and landed through the barbed wirf' airfi("ld fence. Thi~ sever~d the POl't outboard wing. 

ASK2 1 3705 Write Off 1710,1/99 IJull tiLablc Minor 1709 
None 

Initial R e port : The glider waH struc k by lightning which caused the wing to explode. With the r.anopips blown away, Pl and 
his novice student, were both able to make successful d esc.:e nt~ by parachute. 

ao ASK23 2996 Substantia l (WOii/99 15:~5 Duntitabl. 42 Serious 

,\ner a good duni night. the early solo pilot took a solo wim:h launch in u K:23 . In the light ..vind condi t inn8 t.he gl'Ound run 
WilS not- abnormn lly long but !lS the. glid l!r rotat.ed into t he climb the s peE'd fe ll so thtO pilot lowerod the nose.. From about 35ft 
the pi lot was thE' unable to prevent t.he nOse impacting' t he ground. He I'CCl~ i ved back injuries. 

33 ASW15 4539 S ub:;tantial O:jlUf)/99 15::30 Ncar Banbury 97 

Thp pilot Wit t; on a cross-country night on a blue day with poor Vis ibili ty. Ge tting low he ;;Ci8Ct,(>d a pair of fie ldlj then 
nttempted to ~oa r but. failed so returned and saw n line of pol C'H along t.he edge a nd aCl'W:iti the corner of thp field. He got out of 
posi t ion while looking for another then we.nt into a small field aL s pec-d, hilting the far be.dge:. 

OPEN CI RRUS, IS.8m, 1 in ,12. nl'W finis h, CPS. dala-loggor, Pcg(lf'lUS 3594 Sub.stnnt.in ! 08/Uf>lOY 11 ::15 Long Mynd 52 ivlinor 600 
()xygl'n. lowing·uut kit, parachute. Good c.:undit.ion. n 1 GOO Grob 10:1 ·:1 Substuntial 54 None 5023
ono. Tel: work 01.)84 872863. home 01952 4;]2742 

6~ None 1 

Thi~ was R mid-air collision between gliders nown by vcry experionced pilots. A s ingle ~('ater was holding aheam the tlirfic ld 
waiting for a landed glider to be cleared. The.: othe r glider wa:; b('i~g flown by an instructor from {.he r :>a r seat. They collided 
as he turnod onto base Ie·g. Despite badly damaged wings and L'.anopi{'S. bot.h landed safely, 

36 ASW20 Write Off 31/05/99 Camphil! Fatal 
Grob 10.'1·:1 Write Off Fatal 

Fatal 
Initial Report: This IJ.-'QS a fatal mid-air col/ision bctll.;ee/ l two gliders in which all three experienced pilots were killed. The 
collision took plac(~ at low alti tude at a point. about in the middle of lhe doa;nwind leg. 1'hr solo pilot and the two ill the two­
seater u.lere killed upon impa(·t. 

MO'l'ORGLIDER, SCHEIBE C FALKE. Excellent condi· 
tion. New fabric 199ft New C of.~ June 1999. 7:W radio. Ava il· 
able now. t 12 bUO. 0 1 ~95 67800,1 

P IK 30 (17m PIK20c·). This brill iant souling SLMG is in excel­
lent condition. C3 computer, Aivll-" t.railur, GPS & EW loggpr. 
1986 11 50hl'sl10.';hl" engine. Reduced pricl' .£26 000. Tel: 
01540 66 1t1:04 (answerphonp) 

Ka6eR - totally refurbished 19~f). Im.nwculate condition wi t h 
011 new fabric. new improved canopy, nOw control cobles, paint 
etc. Only 1500 launches Bince original munufactur in I tlti3. 
Nearly new oppn mc;t.'l l trailer. OfTel's in region of t 5000. 
Oxford urca. Tel: 0 199.1 A22~32 

Nl i\ffiUS 2C 900 Hr•. Excellent conuition. New CorA. MIl' 
tr;'llier with F'SH, tow-out gcnr, n g!:,>1ng aid~, win g- cov('r~, i n~tnl­
ment panel cle. 1\,>1: Stephen Ell 01 ,182 034168 evc, £22 non 
FOKA 4 Comp [,'4 . Grea t for doudJlying & aerobatics. Hori ­
zon. Mini TIS. G. Meter. XKlO. OXY:;l'n, kOIll A20. Good gla::i':-; 
covered trai ler. New CorA. Very good outfit ,[5250. Tc l: 01RH4 
811232 

OPEN C I R R US ExccUcntcondition. full panel. oxygen. para· 
chute, tow-out gear. t\'lelll i t l'Clilel'. .£1:3 500 . Tv! Eve:; 0 1284 
7626 Hi. 0 1638 507334 

K 13 Excellent condit.ion, electric varia, two parachutel:i. Open 
trailer. .£12000. Fresh CofA. Tel: 01295 07800'1 

K8 Ra!>ic panel. ~'re~h CoL'\. Parachule. All50 sundry spares 
e.g. Supcr Fa lke wheel. K1 3 & Cil:rUS wheels. variometcr. Vcn­
lure exhau ~t syst e m. Te l: 01.295 678004 

S \VALLOW Hangan:.:~d at Sutton Bank. Kit includcl5 oVC'n 
trailer with cover. .£ 1250 or offers. Tel: 0 1964 551957 

LA K E KEEPIT SOARING CLUB. Visiting Austl'a lia 
Y:2 K Olympics'! AUnt ralia's pre micr cross coun t ry ~it.c . 
Info, .Jim Stnnley +61 26769 75 14 Fax: +61 26769 7610 
WWW.USl.Oi.bibrpond.com/kcepi tsoa ring 

DG400 17.\1 Motor Glider 1"[1050. Engine'rJ'98. 13est offer 
cont~ct Neville Page Email ccho::1in!!lnlpha.not.au Or Phone 
Sydney Australia 61 ~ 979H200 

International Services 
STILL NEED AGOOD SAILPLANE FOR 1999/20001 JUST FOLLOW THESE STEPS FROM THE WORLD'S LARGEST 

SUPPLIER OF PRE OWNED SAILPLANES. 

1'. Decide how much your budget is (remember insurance etc. Joint Aviation (an advise lowest quotes available) or ask for our fully indusive price. 


2. Select types, (hoose one or two. 3. (all International Sailplane Services as soon as possible. 
4. Sit back and wait. (Normally nol longerthan 28 days) 5. Take delivery, Go flying. 
Simple as that, no travelling around sites, aircraft q.uality guaranteed, full back up service. 
Some gliders availab'le from stock. Astir, PW5, Oly 2B 

Terry Joint, No 8 Old Aylesfield Buildings, Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton, Hants GU34 4BY • joint.aviation@virgin.net 

Telephone: +44 (0) '420 88723 • Fax: +44 (0) '420 542003 
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Fly the Millennium in Africa 
Why not celebrate the iWillennium In the Big Skies ofAfrica? 
<:;- Our fleet LS6, LS8, LS4, ASW20 based at Mafikeng - site of tbe 2001 World Champi­

onsbips 

<:;- club bOllse and swimming pool on site. Luxury 110tels witb swimming pools and air con 

<:;- No jet lag - similar time zone to London 

<:;- Combine your soaring experience with a safari or beach holiday. South Africa oHers excellent 
value for money 

EUROPEAiV SOARING CLUB 
Elaine Townsend, 82 Bedford Road, East Fincbley, London N2 9DA 
Tel: 0181 4446457 • Fax: 0181 8838096 • EmaJ 106163.1246@compuserve.com 

\'10' I 13 
2SY:25 

Aver, Climb 
Me . 
C(~ady 

SDI Fran'z Poschl 

VARIOS/FLIGHT COMPUTERS 


FOR GLIDER PILOTS 

Sales in UK 

ERNST SPECHT FRANK STEVENS 
Tel/Fax 01203 382190 Tel. 01213532146 

C4 COMPETITION 
with new 99 software update 

• wind cal(ulation - direction/strength . '. 
• fast (entring in thermals with tendency arrows ' " , ' 

• GPS Interfa(e as standard . ' . . , 

NIMBUS 2b L-Nay, Dittel 720, ilohli. oxygen, parachute, VENTUS B. ~ully equipped for cross (,ol.~ntry & wavF flying, 
barograph, tow out gear, Scholicld trailcr.£17 000. Tel: Jcssica excellent condltIOTl, new canopy + trailel', ,4 share or 12 share 
on 07771781271 (mobile). based Lasham or full kit. available. F or full details Tim Hurn 

014:20 8,I(H4 eves or Lhllm(fl- ~lh.Dl!LC:

LIBELLE TRAILER, flluminium , fully fitted for 2U 1, good For Sale MOTORGLIDER IS28M2 very good condition. 
condition, waterproof, new spare, exccllent handling. front Engine: 140 H s ince overhauling (Limbach). Propeller: New 
loader. Dunstable. £500. Tel: Malcolm 0181 340 9596 or 0171 from Hoffmann, VH lo' King. Price: ~.50 000 FF (Possible to di>l­:177 7101 cuss). Tel: +(:33) 1 64 9U U5 95 Fax: +(33) 1 6927 83 72 and 

+(,33) ,5 55 72 97 SO 
BERGEFALKE MK3 2 seater, KIB pc'rformaace V.g.C. CofA 
rigged in hangar fnr sale demo. Good twin axle traiiC'r takes SLINGSBY PREFECT PROTOTYPE 1946. Unique, 3,1 

hours only tiince restoration, good vintage performance-. excel­

Tel: 01280 702269 
mo~t gliders, insurance t.ransferahle if required. £3250 ono. 

lent aluminium trailer. £4500. Tel: 018~a GB1257 

LIBELLE 201B excollent condition, rpcent Schofield trailer, 
OLY 460. BGA No. 1:3,,5, Oct 65. All mods, GofA May 99. Full Strong parachute, oxygen, 720 mdio, lOW-OU t. gear. ,£ 10 GOO 
olltlir, ready to ny..£3500 (m(J, Tel: 0110:3 2415;)6 ono. View Booker, Tl"l Simon 0171 736 ,1787 

/~~

Cotswold Gliders 

http://www.cotswoldgliders,co,uk 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon, kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality, 


All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer rash to large insurance claim. 

Kestrel/Libelle rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NOT testing of rudder drive, 


Motor glider engine approval. Machining facilities for wing pins, axles, etc. Tig welding. 


If you require any of the above services, please contact 

TONY COX 


Tel: Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380 

Email: tony@eotswoldgliders.eo.uk 


or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, axon. OX8 6UN 


\ 

I 

1971 STD CIRRUS. V. good condition (no crazing). 
Pfeifer closed trailer, also good condition. Electric 
& mech, vario, 720 radio, ASI, alt, double paddled 
airbrakes, good water ballast system, Garmin 
100AVD, ballast weights, spare U/C doors. The 
best Std. Cirrus around. Complete with winglets. 
£12 000, Tel: 01488 71774 (W) or 01488 668484 
(H). 

VARCOM 2G for sale. Comprchen::;ivf:.' Vario/Nav computer 
with movi_ng map (inc. i\irspace) and Garmin GPS55. Price 
£1050 ana. Tel: 0970 2U0035 or 01~1145G159 

K6BR wings recovered and :sprayed, full set instruments, Alu­
minium closed trailer. £4000. OLY 2B complete refurhisht?d, 
recovered {md sprayed, full set ins trumcnt~'i, open trailer 
~2000. Full (:ofAon both. Tel: 01405 571988 

MINI NIMBUS C CARBON, 1 year':; CorA, 10\,,' hours, 1\11..1 
minium trailer, full panel. oxygen, excellent airhrakes, ('as), to 
fly, easy to rig, one man t(lwout. Good condition. (L 16500. Tel: 
U12;56781U19 

DG400. Om_' owner since new. Vcry good condition. Fully 
('quiPlJcd, cornplct(~ ,>\Iith traik-r. fittin gs etc. £:39 9UO. Tel: 
Costin on U1604 8:101:t2 

PIRAT, 1976, cxeclknt condit.ion, Aluminium trailer, rigging 
aid:-;, bnr()gTllvh, full punel, radio, Cof.~ May 2UOO. £5250 ono. 
Te!: 01224 740707 or 01241 85,1383 

LS8a. As ne\ ...·. low hour~, full instruments, Cobra trail(~r Hnd 
tow nut kit available. For immediate sale. Tel: 01494 8H1166 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 

INSURANCE? 


Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 30+ years 
35+ years insurance 

, 

experience 
Telephone/~ax/write to: 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 

Spalding, Lines PE12 9DB 


Tel: 01406 362462 

Fax: 01406 362124 
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from Iall McPhee, Australia 
BOOM MIC now "!I th 45cIT] boom. Over 330 sotd 'l!ortd wide in 15 
monlhs' SA95 + optional pre amp SA35 (41p=SA1) delivered 10 UK 

760 Ch TRANSCEIVER 57mm mOllnt. ,·,ith one touch gaggle 
freq. 25 eh mem oboom mlC & harness SA 1265 lapp lOX £520) 

Detai ls lax +81 297770331 or E-mail iankmcphee@hotmail.com 
Tel +6118668761 0 PO Box 657. Byron Bay. NSW. 2481 . Aus!. 

STD CIRRUS. '7.i r 04) t. nnd hig i.lil'brak l~:; nuxb. Excellent con ­
dition . Fully ('quipped Incl ucli.ng AI L GPS, iJa rol-fraph & pHra· 
chute. Vcry m'at t mill1r. towout g(';li'. ~);-) I!.~, uf ni~l'lI ~ pl'J'form ­
rI IlC£' fo r ' 1 5~:, pl"i(:p~ "\'n ibllll' NOW for £12 000, Te l: 0 11100 
~ti16t1,i, :ltlll"t,8 (eves) or 1;1", ~825(j2 anyti me 

1...5·1. Excpll('nt l'ondit ion . Hccent rcflnish. Fully r ompplitiol1 
('quipPC·d. int:! GPS. I~W, C3. Aluminium tr;Jil C'r. towoul gear. 
i\v'li la hl (' artc'!" .Juninr )Jal i()nal~_ t:lJI 800. '1\·1: 0 I ·tOo :!R } (; /18. 

:l ~lH.5~ (pm ) o r fax 1~2!16~ 

PIK 20B I.no. 20l:IG,' 1976. ~~-TVT 83.,h . Original Lrailor. 
Ba:-iit: instrument, UL'Cker :tW I radio. OXy:..!('I1. Pric() \:!:)f)()O. 

Vit'W Va:-;t('r;l ~ ~w('d('n . Equiprn('nl po:-i:->ihl t:: co mput(~ r 

Z,I!1ch' t' SH ·H·H) + FDH (; P-~ H() . ParavliutC' Nil tionfli ,tl rJfl 
BuggwipL'1' with (· It-c t ric winch.•JANTAH 21-\. l.nn B- / HI 
1917. SE·TPI l,-)OO h . .\1. Tmilul'. B:t~ic ill .':'>tI'lUn enL. I~;DO Ail' 
720 I'iIdio , El. Vllrio P iruL Pr ice \.:11 000. Equipnwnt pol-'Fl ihle: 
Pnr:tdwtl, National ,t:2;'CJ B. Vicw E::; kibtuna SWl,den . T('\: + .'IG 
:ll ;):i.")(),1() F,}x: +'lfi ~ 1 :Hl l.iOH Em:lil 1m. l l "' ll ~:' lr. (1 ) ' 1 IS l' !-. . 

LS6-b in e.'({~('lI('n l m ndition l'ompidc with Cubra lruill'f, 
ill!-( t l' lIIl1 t' nt o. Buhli. G:lnllin GPSUO "'," ltb mo\' in.~ m a p . I~W· 

Bnro{.{l':lph, pnrachulc ;1 nd tow-ou t g<':lf. :\ v!lilnhle immed i­
ately. £;~;i ~I;')O nno. 'l'pi II J 1 8-~J2'1 -(j:a~·1 (d~l yti mc), () J ()~H­
H:t:~ 1-10 ('vt' n ing:-:) 

DISCUS B \VL Full comp<'liti(lIl outlit. indo ' )\\'i n Fil!'l'r <;PS 
J..ogJ,!cra a nd Horizon. Excellpnl condition. -100 hl'g. Trai lC' I', 
parachutl' dl'. '1(>1: Oa7 ... fj,~;}77 ,t 

LIBELLE 20 18 ('xcdlpnt (;ondi tion with ( ;a mi1l'idge S IJ('U(t 
Din1·\or. 71(1 l'tld io. () xy ~:{ 'I1. V good Alumin ium t mil t' I·. C1() 
~OO 1\·1: [k,l, Fox UI ,I ,~~ H,I(;I~ 7 

STn CIRRUS .~~'o()d conditiutl with good pane l, 720 radio. 
V(lt'~' good tru ilel'. t~)H()() . Tel: Bob Fox OI 'IH:L tH f"il:n 

XIMBUS 2('. " 117" wi th winglet s . Comph-t e outfit includll1g 
Cull pilnpl with (; 1'8. 7(-j() channel ntdio, A/H, Ut) hli e k. 
()xY~l'n. par:ll'hllte. harograph. tow-out ~'ca r and h .\' t!al' old 
Aluminium trailer. £2<1 000. T(·I ,John 1 ':\,H n ~ (I-I) OP162 
~x7 '1 :") ·1 a rtOr 7 p.m. 

N JMBUS 2 in good cond ition only H7,) h ()\lr~ a nti :160 
iau ntiw!'. v!lao Fli ~ht. Di rl'd o['". Dilute r Dema nd OX~·Kcn. nice 
tr; liler and m'ariy new S «9 t parachute. CoL" t ill :\'1;1rdl ~WOO . 
£1'1 901) ono. T .. l: OHoif) 7:1711H 

({ 6e ll good condillon. 1(:\,('1' lrim . n()~e hook, J1 month:-; CufA 
com p le te with ,,,upC' l-b mod0i'n '1 wheel m etal Imiler, ba~cd 
Korth Hil l. em"l). Td: (11;19., ."4:159 

AS\V24\VL. Fully cq\.lipped ind\.ldin~ C:J Vario & fli ght torn­
pULP!'. int l'g rat('d Fi\'",cl' (; P S. Hc'ckc[" radio. wing COV('r~ . 

CoiJnlll"lli\('r. ;"' Il dc: tl f~ OHHSI.) /I1f)O:l ('v('n ing!-l 

DISCUS B 1 99~ Gf'mliln huilt. Firs t c:.la e.s condi tion. Full 
l:(JI1lj)C'ti tioll pilrwi and Schofield tl'u ile.r. Winner of .Juniol'Fo\ 
a nd Lll~ham i{l'gion.'lls. I{ing Pf'tf' r Wnru () l:lK:") H:11;1~7 

1,2:1 SUPER RLANIK 199:1 '1' 1' ,1:10 hr., . Standard instr ll ­
llw nt:-; in both l'uc.kpib, wi th AL\·IF Dr l)o p Snool t rnile!' in 
cxcc-lI(·n t cund it ion. Btln~: lin make an offe r. Pe te r C lifford & 
CIl., J.~ Hom!..' I,'arm. Cl'Owmarsh niffnrd . \Vn ll in gford, O xo n . 
OXIO HEL. 'l',·IIFax: OH!I! H:I~:j lfi 

K ESTH E.L 19 Good condilio n, Fibre' GIa :o:;;. 'l'r"1i le l"_New CofA, 
TtJw -Oul (ic'Hr. Si n ~h- :,\1ao Hi ){. Wing r over'!'. AS !. AltimCf(·r. 
:VII . Tu r n & Slip. Vario. t\ud.i() Val'io, Comp(J~:-;, Radio, 
U~~'~W I1 . n:l ,'::-10. Hugh G:udinel' Ol:1t'3 ~2i7~8 (anytime) 
Emai l hu" h6l&ardjm:r. m l Ja,1,uk 

AS\V20FT w('\1 m :lin!aincd , H--tO h()\.1I'~. Il l: W wat.e.I' bag~. 

tin t( ·d canop .v. wl!lg lC't".. . oxygun, Ini l wh('(·1 . ~ l1pf'rh inl'tru­
mcnt. p:1nol wi th C' it-clronil' CPS-linkpd v,lriu, horizonr r& s . 
7:W Ditt!'1 mdio. e xce llent TIH't :ll trailer. X)G 500 'I,d: 019UX 
i) ()~!)~)~ 

SLI~GSBY EAGLE. Il i:40ri(' glid e- r, ('xl·p iil.,'nt condition. 
nc'w ('ofA Fl ips beaut.ifully. Rpco\'C'I'l-d. IH90. Oxygt'n. in:-;.lru· 
111C'111 !', trailer. £'lfiOO UIl U. '[H: Hoger COOI'f.~ o ):a:151f>:17:1 

IS29 ~ 1 1'1 ~1I S inU)tt Sc~at('r_ Including fu ll in :-;tl'u ITIcnLation , 
('orA_ rCCI' Ilt complete respr;}y. t l'ai ler & paruchu te. Built 
U)7~t on I.\' nown .,00 Hr:-;. £fl.)OO Te l: O}.=');J{) 4Hn.)n~ (0) OI Hfld 
4(iHI\~() 

LS8-18 p l'Qrt':-.;};ionallv in:-;tl'unwnt.{·d wi th LX 5000, Berkpl'_
He AIII..'n. CaOibriJg~ C PS/Logger. Cohl'a t.win-:lx l (~ trHi le r. 
Very low hour:- with no aec.iden t~ . firs t reg is ter ed Ap ril 1!1Dti. 
'\ 0 l1t'W. Will !'Il lit. Contact o Hi:JG 6~GH8~1 or 0802 ~n t ,191 

GERi\,IA~r 1\S\V201... (tips). ,\ll in good condition . Including 
inl'tl'UllH'nt r.:. . oxvgt'n. met id trnj ier. paracilutv. tow -() ut. g ('ar. 
Tel : 0 125(j SB3970 
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Hill Aviation 48 
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.Juxidu Cover [2 
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Kent GC 2:3 
Lasham 24 
Mallettee 42 

MOSQUITO A_ !.') ITl Il 'lppt-·( l, ,10: 1 g1id~ illlgl(' . low hOlil'S. 
Aluminium trailer. Onl! mHn rig-. Myl[lr st'Rls . full pruwl. water 
ballas t. t.ow-out ri g, fu se il:l Uc & tflilplnnc refin is he d in Hcry lie, 
CofA , co rn p lvte oulfi t in good condition. £.lfl900 UIl O. Tel: () 117 
9:227·10 1 or OH:"1:l 7;n "107 

SF-:14 H6UhOl1r~, 6500 launches. Drag pin modifica tion. B:1 f.; ic 
in:-;t l'Uml'nt~ fr'ont :md l'P;It'. (~()orl ronrlition, wi t.h t.railer. 
A,kin)( around £1(; i\(JO '[\01 : 01 ~ 'll H7l0'I" or 07Roil 9~6H:l 
f())" mor e detai l=-­

ACCOMMODATION 
ABOYNE !-lel f cat ering cottclg(:, :;iecps :l to 4, fro m r~20 
p/\vl'ck, cen t raJ heating. wi.lsh in~ mac him'. pho n C'. 2 mil e!" 
from Decxidc G.C_ Tel: 01 2:!1 73.)501 or 01217057900 

SELF CATERING COTTAGE. Nr Hushands HoxwMlh. 
cen tra lly lH'a tNt. t.hf'C'c bedroom:-;, ti lcup:-; five, rura l IOl.:a tion. 
ava ilable all year. Tel: 01851'3 5 2,;32:3 

WANTED 

\Vanled Tug Pilot.. for SppH'mb('l'. October in Spain and 
NovC' mh(' r to end .Januilry ill South Africa_ Applicant:-; mu :) l 
hav(' at If!u~t 0 11 (' seasnn's experie nce of towing and be a cur­
re nt glide r p ilot. COt1 t.\l ct Elaine Tuwn::;cml Tcl: 011;1 ·-144 G4 57 
or Em~lil 1U()H);3.1~ 'lfiYco rnpll l"\ervc.(olll 

Loo king for Gl'ob-102 LIlb single seat er. Contm;t Frank 
Oe rkhout in Holland a l" ~rlhQU\@fcwcur,n l or at tel/fax +3 1 
(10) <1;;27<135 

VENTURE MOTOR GLIDER roquired hy The London 
G liding Clu h, d(ltail~ tn Ii H 1T~1 Middkt.on, Lnndtm Gliding 
Club_ Trillg [toaf! . llunstable. LU(} 2JP Tel : 01 582 66:i 4l9 Fax 
o!.'H~ 6(j.)744 

WINTER STAFF INSTRUCTOR 
REQUIRED 

The Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
require a staff instructor/maintenance person 
for the period 1st October 1999 to 31st March 
2000, with the possibil ity of extending this to 
cover the follow ing summer season. 

Minimum requirements are a BGA Assistant 
rating and ability to carry out C of A inspec­
tions together with other light maintenance 
dut ies . Goo d rate of pay together with com­
fortable on-site accommodation available. 

Apply with brief resume to: 
The Chairman, The Bristol & Gloucestershire 


Gliding Club, Nympsfield, Nr Stonehouse, 

Glos. GL10 3TX 


McLea n Aviation 4a 
Mid la nd GC ao 
fl'lotorgliding Int. Ins ide Front. Covel' 
1\evynn Internat.iona l I::J 
Nurfolk GC 11 

North Yorksh ire Sa ilplanes 48 
Oxfordshire Sport.flying 57 
Pilot Flight. Training 2:3 
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Rog"r Targett !'! I 

Scottish Gliding Centre 28 

Sedgwick Aviation ~2 

Severn Va lley Sailp lanes 40 
She> nington CC 12 
' ky Systems [H 

Skycraft Services 4~1 

Skylaunch 26 
Smoker, ,1. L. :39 
Southdown Aero Se rvice,; II 
Southern Sailplanes Back Cover 
Specht. Emst 6~ 

Ste mme Motor Gliders 43 
Strutford-on-Avon 26 
Thomas Sport Equipment 26 
Turnpike Technics <!a 
Wells Design 23 
Ximango UK 38 
Yorks hil'l' GC 24 
Zulu Glasstek 39 

Discus B in pristine condl tfon available for charier at 
Omarama. New Zealand . during our coming Southern 
Hemisph ere summer. Equipped with Cambrid ge GPS 
loaded with all Ihe relevant Omarama information . and fu lly 
crewed wilh daily weather briefings and task opt ions. High 
quality accommodation by way of an airfield chalet is also 
available. 

COniaCI Richard Halslead. Omarama. New Zealand. 

Tel/Fax ++64 3 438 962 1. email: rhalslead@xtra.co.nz 


Beautiful old family house situated on the 
banks of the river Dee in Aboyne, adjacent to 
the Gliding Club, offering very comfortab le 
accommodation at reasonable rates. Please 
ring David White on 013398 87397. 

GARMIN GPS SYSTEMS 
Including Ihe GPS 3 and GPS 3-pi[ot - Fu[1 ground 

fealure mapping! Call for pri ces. 

(AMELBAK 
Insulaled drink syslems. Various sizes, from £27.95. 

PARAGLIDING and PARAMOTORING 
The UK's leading feam - all tuilion is to British Asso­


ciation syllabus. Showroom and school open 

7 days, Brighton 


SKY SYSTEMS LTD 
66 Woodbourne Avenue, Brighton BN 1 8EJ 


Tel: [01273) 556695 • Fox: 01273 566330 

Email: skyinfo@sky,y, Iems.co.uk 


T03l l079 N50' 5l.3' WO" S.2' 

Online shop at: wwwoskysystemsoco.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 64 

http:wwwoskysystemsoco.uk
mailto:skyinfo@sky,y,Iems.co.uk
mailto:rhalslead@xtra.co.nz
http:Middkt.on
http:hu"h6l&ardjm:r.ml
http:Inclucli.ng
mailto:iankmcphee@hotmail.com


~[{)) A VIA TION LTD ". 


R 
25 Bankside, 

RD is looking for new owners. For over 20 years Dickie, 
,initially with John and latterly with Allen, have suppHed glider 
pilots with a wide range of equipment and advice. Dickie is 
now approaching 65 and Allen is over 60 and we want to spend 

,some of our remaining years actually gliding! 

Both Dickie and Allen would consider an arrangement to 
assist and advise the new owners for a few years if required. 

If you are interested in acquiring a first class, established com­
, pany in the leisure aviation sector, give Dickie or Allen a call. 

Colibri FAI Approved Flight Recorder 
The Colibri, from Filser Electronic GmbH, is probably the 
smallest, cheapest and best featured fully FAI approved 
Flight Recorder with an integral GPS on the market. 
Compare its specification and the full range of features 
shown below against any other approved Flight Recorder. 

II Only £497.87 + VAT =£585.00 ~ 
• Integral 11 channel GPS • Recording time up to 100 hours at 12 sec fixing rate 
• Electronic barograph with 3 feet resolution • TP sector can be set to FAI quadrant or cylinder 
• Navigation display with 2 line, 8 character LCD • Audible warning when within the selected TP sector 
• Integral engine noise level sensor for turbos and MGs • Calculates and displays vector wind while circling 
• Size only 59mm x 98mm x 35mm and weight 200 gms! • Electronic task declaration 
• Ergonomic intuitive 7 button keyboard • NMEA output for Cambridge LNAV or SOl C4 
• Supplied with database of up to 5000 aerodromes • Full task analysis statistics function 
• 600 BGA turn points pre-loaded • Needs external power of 7 to 20 volts at 100 rnA 
• Holds 100 pre-programmed tasks, each with 10 TPs • Supplied with antenna, PC lead & software 

Web Site: www.rdaviation.com • E-Mail: sales@rdaviation.com 
Tel: 01865841441 • Fax: 01865842495 • Shop Hours: 0900 -1830 Mon-Fri, 1000 -1230 Sat 

mailto:sales@rdaviation.com
http:www.rdaviation.com
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