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Blain|Southern announces its first exhibition with Kishio Suga, one of Japan’s leading 

contemporary artists and a key figure in the Mono-ha (School of Things) movement.  

Rising to prominence in the mid-1960s, Suga and other Mono-ha artists, such as Lee Ufan 

and Nobuo Sekine, eschewed traditional representation, instead exploring quotidian and 

natural materials; investigating the relationship between them and their impact on the 

surrounding space. The movement grew both in response to the rapid industrialisation of 

Japan and also as a reaction to the dominant influences of western art history.  

On show at Blain|Southern is the installation Perimeter (Entai), 1985, a significant piece in 

the artist’s on-going examination of the notion of boundaries. Encircling the space with a 

perimeter of wood and stone, the artist explores the interaction between the physical realm 

of objects and the emotional world of the viewer. He aims to reveal universal truths through 

the paradox of simultaneously dividing and connecting.  

“To see the hidden reality of ‘mono’ (things) is to understand the structure of the world.” 

Kishio Suga 

Perimeter (Entai) was conceived to be adaptable to any space in which it is presented by the 

artist. Whether in a man-made interior or within the natural environment, the location 

defines the configuration of the installation yet its inherent meaning remains intact. 

Outdoors, the work responds to variations in the surroundings, whereas indoors it responds 

to the characteristics of the room. Through the continuity achieved by linking the stone and 

wooden elements, it transforms an ordinary space into a specific site. 

“I constructed Installation pieces, a format that has become quite common today, inside the 

galleries. I bring a variety of things into the gallery, arranging them and giving them structure 

so that they occupy the entire space. The Installations are never permanent and can be 

quickly disassembled or demolished. One might say that I create temporary worlds.” Kishio 

Suga, The Conditions Surrounding an Act”. 

A number of wall-based works in wood are reflective of a central belief held by Mono-ha 

artists that everything already exists so nothing new can be made that is greater than nature 

Kishio Suga, Perimeter (Entai), 1985, ©Kishio Suga, Courtesy of Tomio 

Koyama Gallery, Photo by Ikuhiro Watanabe 



 

 

itself. Suga illustrates this by hanging a rectangle of Japanese hard wood on the gallery wall 

as if it were a painting. He develops the concept even further by carving into the existing 

knots and burrs within the wood to demonstrate the impermanence of nature not only by the 

arrangement of objects, but also by impacting on the materials. This progression of Mono-ha 

philosophy is specific to Suga. 

Another defining characteristic of Suga’s practice is that in parallel to his artmaking, he also 

engages in written criticism of his own work. Through writing he aims to objectify the 

physical creative process via language.  

For several decades Suga’s work has been presented in significant solo and group 

exhibitions internationally, including the Paris and Venice Biennales and most recently a solo 

show at The Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo; yet he has rarely exhibited before in 

Europe.  

For further information on the exhibition, please contact Laura Callendar at Blain |Southern 

 

T:  +44 (0) 20 7493 4492 

M: +44 (0) 7824 336 852 

E: laura@blainsouthern.com  
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About Kishio Suga 

Kishio Suga was born in Iwate Prefecture in 1944, and currently lives and works in Shizuoka, 

Japan. He studied oil painting under Yoshishige Saito at Tama Art University and graduated in 

1968.  

Kishio Suga showed at the 8th Biennale de Paris 1973 and the 38th Venice Biennale, 1978. 

Recent solo exhibitions include:  Situated Latency, Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo, 

Tokyo (2015); Blum & Poe, New York (2015); Vangi Sculpture Garden Museum, Shizuoka 

(2014); Kishio Suga 1970/80, Gallery Cocon, Tokyo (2014); Placement of the Hidden Currents, 

Tomio Koyama Gallery, Tokyo (2012).  

Selected Group exhibitions include;  Utopias and Heterotopias: The Wuzhen International 

Contemporary Art Invitational Exhibition, Wuzhen (2016); MONO-HA, Fondazione Mudima, 

Milano (2015); Construction / Destruction, Almine Rech Gallery, Paris (2015); Abstract 

Drawing (Curated by Richard Deacon), Drawing Room, London (2014); Other Primary 

Structures, The Jewish Museum, New York (2014); 2013-1 Layers of Artistic Expression, 

Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary Art, Hiroshima (2013); Prima Materia, Punta della 

Dogana, Venice (2013); Tokyo 1955-1970: A new Avant-Garde, Museum of Modern Art, New 

York, (2012); Double Vision: Contemporary Art from Japan, Moscow museum of modern art, 

Moscow (2012); MOT Collection Enter here _ what do you see?, MOT : Museum of 

Contemporary Art Tokyo, Tokyo (2010); Japon des Avant Gardes 1910-1970, Centre Georges 

Pompidou, Paris, (1986) and Japanese Art after 1945: Scream against the Sky, held at 

Yokohama Museum of Art, Guggenheim Museum Soho, New York, and San Francisco 

Museum of Modern Art, (1994). 

The artist will also have a solo exhibition in 2016 at Hangar Bicocca, Milan.  



 

 

About Blain|Southern 

Blain|Southern is a contemporary and modern art gallery based in London and Berlin. The 

gallery represents an international roster of contemporary artists and is the world-wide 

representative of The Estate of Lynn Chadwick.   

The gallery’s exhibitions this year include Ali Banisadr, Abdoulaye Konate, Nasan Tur, 

Francesco Clemente, Francois Morellet and Wim Wenders. 


