Marius Bercea is a painter from Cluj, Romania. He finds his subject matter in the clash of aesthetics
within the urban environment, an interest stemming from the shift he witnessed as Romania
transitioned from Communism into a free market economy. Bercea broadened his focus onto the
convergence of ideologies the world over, reflecting these surreal situations through studies of
architecture and topography together with an application of bold colour.
Bercea has been described as one of the strongest colourists of his generation. He applies colour
with force: a flash of orange or a scrape of ochre butts against an energetic mix of vibrating vivid
greens; a lick of sumptuous brown is delicately laced with a dappling of white. He embraces the
dynamic between impact and restraint that is necessary to make a painting resonate. Fast-paced
strokes are offset with steady washes and the consistency of his paint is varied; thin translucent
areas are complemented by thick opaque mark making. At times buttery and fully suspended, at
others sand-paper dry, his grounds are as interesting to examine close up as from a distance.
The artist’s ‘Transylfornia’ paintings are born out of his travels from his hometown of Cluj, through
the rural landscape of California and into Los Angeles. A series of psychological and sensorially-rich
encounters that weave through time, space and memory. With a pastiche of iconic motifs
recognisable from both Romanian and American cultures, canvases depict landscapes of colour and
concrete which oscillate between suggestions of utopia and dystopia. The topographical regions of
Transylvania and California merge; the city of Cluj and its surrounding Carpathian mountains
converge with sun-soaked environments, from the lonely Mojave desert to Hollywood’s hills and
bright lights.
While socio-political references clearly influence Bercea’s practice, the artist presents himself as an
emotional observer of the effects of the consumerist phenomenon. Often verging on the surreal,
Bercea combines sublime visions of the natural world with the jarring electric lights and sprawling
architecture of urban developments. Vibrant landscapes slip in and out of immediate focus as urban
life is conveyed in a wash of dynamism and transience - fluctuating between the utopian and
dystopian, between flux and stasis - thus blurring the boundaries between reality and imagination.
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