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Moshekwa Langa is known for a practice that manifests in virtually every medium. He brings his freewheeling
process of loose association to Blain|Southern London this summer, in an exhibition that focusses on his
painting and collage.
The work here is largely informed by questions around belonging and the artist’s own identity. He has been
living in Amsterdam since 1997, having grown up in the homeland of Kwa_Ndebele, a semi-independent
country in South Africa, which was set aside for black inhabitants during apartheid. Throughout the late
1980s and 1990s, however, Langa boarded at a Steiner school near Pretoria with a diverse racial mix of
international students. Upon leaving he began to develop a distinctive artistic voice that referenced his
contradictory social experiences and distilled the preconceived expectations of him as a black South African
artist. His early-career assemblages comprised materials at his immediate disposal, initially made and
presented in his mother’s backyard but quickly achieving international attention at biennials in Istanbul,
Havana, São Paulo, Gwangju and Venice.
The title, Relatives, refers to Langa’s choice to engage more readily with his work than with familial
relationships, which are made more complex through geographic separation. The artist’s dislocation
intensified as his career developed overseas and he struggled to connect disparate aspects of his life. It was
symbolic that he wasn’t even able to point towards his homeland, which for years was absent from official
maps of the fragmented sub-continent.
Borders and boundaries recur within the works in this exhibition, as do rifts and fissures. Langa’s large
monochrome paintings on transparent polythene evoke topographical surveys, with meandering valleys
cut through by streams of pure colour. Connections to his teenage hometown, KwaMhlanga, can also
be interpreted within these works. The long bus route to the white-controlled industries of Pretoria was
a twice-daily necessity for the working population in this undeveloped region. Since the discovery of a
platinum belt, however, the landscape and economy of the town have changed dramatically.
In his earlier paintings, Langa disfigured official maps in order to impose his personal mythology. He
carries this aesthetic over into works on paper here, which explore rippling, subtle changes of tone. This
emphasis on colour is significant in all of Langa’s work, which carries inseparable associations with race
and nationhood, but also with the colour theories of Steiner education.
Colour, boundaries and linear networks are more subtly evident in Langa’s collages. These comprise layers
of newsprint and found imagery, often pixelated and distorted beyond recognition. Abstract patterns and
figurative images are painted and drawn within the layers, often adorned by strips of adhesive tape and

studio detritus. For Frieze magazine, the critic Sean O‘Toole recommends a ‘curious disassembly’ of Langa’s
work, yet he suggests that classifying the material forms is irrelevant. ‘I am simply producing things’ says the
artist, ‘if I had to explain what I do to someone, I would say I make kind of dreamscapes…I try to record aspects
of waking and sleeping time’. He goes on to describe his practice as ‘making sense of what is around me, and
what I imagine and hope to be around me and what I wish to be away from me.’
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About the artist
Moshekwa Langa (b. 1975, Bakenberg, Limpopo, South Africa) is predominantly based in Amsterdam, The
Netherlands; and is currently undertaking a residency at the Cité internationale des arts, Paris, France.
Stemming from an itinerant life in Amsterdam, Berlin, and Paris; and his contrasting experiences of
South Africa, the artist interrogates his own position by embracing almost every artistic medium. Through
painting, video, drawing, installation, sculpture and photography, he creates an ongoing index of items and
observations.
Solo exhibitions include: Museum Boijmans van Beuningen in Rotterdam, NL (1998), Centre d’Art
Contemporain, Geneva, CH (1999); Renaissance Society, Chicago, US (1999); Contemporary Arts Center,
Cincinnati, US (2003); Kunstverein Dusseldorf, DE (2004); National Museum of the 21st Century Arts (MAXXI),
Rome, IT (2005); Modern Art Oxford, UK (2007), Kunsthalle Bern, CH (2011); Krannert Art Museum in
Champaign, Illinois, US (2013); ifa Galleries, Stuttgart and Berlin, DE (2014). Biennials include: Johannesburg
(1997), Istanbul (1997), Havana (1997), São Paulo (1998 and 2010), Gwangju (2000), Venice (2003 and 2009),
Lyon (2011), Dakar (2018), Berlin (2018).
Langa has most recently exhibited in group shows such as: Le nouvel atelier, Fondation Louis Vuitton, Paris,
FR (2017); Afriques Capitales, Gare Saint Sauveur, Lille, FR (2017). He was selected by Simon Njami to
participate in this year’s edition of the Dakar Biennale, and is currently exhibited at the 10th Berlin Biennale,
curated by Gabi Ngcobo.
Public collections include Johannesburg Transitional Metropolitan Council, Sandton Municipal Art Gallery,
Johannesburg; The South African National Gallery in Cape Town, Museum of Modern Art, New York; Walker
Art Centre, Minneapolis, and Maxxi Museum, Rome.
About Blain|Southern
Blain|Southern is a contemporary art gallery based in London and Berlin. The gallery represents an
expanding roster of international artists and is the exclusive representative of the estates of Lynn Chadwick
and Avigdor Arikha. Recent exhibitions include Edward Kienholz, Frank Thiel, Liliane Tomasko, Wim
Wenders and Marius Bercea.
The gallery has also launched a series of exhibitions in London collectively titled Lodger, conceived by
the writer, curator, and Contributing Editor for frieze magazine, Tom Morton. Running concurrent to the
exhibitions in the central space, Lodger expands Blain|Southern’s programme into new territories, often
spotlighting a younger generation of artists. To date artists have included Alex Dordoy, Sophie Jung, Brian
Griffiths, Gabriella Boyd, Erkka Nissinen and Natalie Dray.
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