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December 2015 Christmas Services

Thursday 24 December: Christmas Eve at 23:15

Friday 25 December: Christmas Day at 07:00 | 09:00

Sunday 27 December: usual Sunday Services at 07:00 | 08:30 | 10:15 

Thursday 31 December: New Year’s Eve - Watch Night Service at 23:15

January 2016 Services
All services return to normal from Sunday 3 January:
Ÿ 07:00 (Traditional)
Ÿ 08:30 (Contemporary)
Ÿ 10:15 (Contemporary)
Ÿ 12:00 (African languages)
Ÿ 18:00 (Contemporary)

Kidz and Teen Life Services resume on Sunday 17 January at 08:30, 10:15 & 12:00 Services.

Dear Friends

It has been an incredible year for BMC with many highs and some lows.  

We remain committed to: 
Ÿ Care for our community, from the youngest to the oldest, 
Ÿ Reach into communities and places where the love of God may not be fully known, 
Ÿ Meet in services, groups and courses to grow in deepened relationship with God.  

It is through this connection and deep dependence on God that we are enabled to cope with change and 
pain.  We have mourned the sudden loss of one of our ministers- the Rev Dr Neil Oosthuizen and 
continue to hold Heleen and the family in prayers.   We say goodbye to our friend and pastor, the Rev 
Festus Marumo, who joins his wife, the Rev Lea Marumo in ministry at Northrand.  May this incredible 
opportunity to minister together be richly blessed!

We thank all of you for your faithful attendance, support and contributions to the life and work of our 
church and the many associated ministries.  You are an amazing community!  To our staff – you are truly 
one of a kind – a joy to work with!  To our new ministers joining us – welcome and may you feel 
embraced and loved by the BMC family.  

As we reflect on the year 2015 and plan for 2016, may we be filled anew with passion for the work of 
God, understand anew the privilege of belonging to God and God's Church and experience anew the 
miracle of the birth of the Christ child. 

Yours in Christ
BMC Ministers and Leaders

‘“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.”’ Jeremiah 29:11



2016 Ministers
Rev. Nokulunga
(Lunga) Songca 

To my beloved community,

Warmest Christian greetings to you all. My name is 'Lunga Songca (nee 
Silinga). I am the surviving of two identical twins born in Natal (Stanger).          
I have one younger brother Nkosiphendule. Both parents passed on much 
earlier. At a very early age while listening to the Nativity story, my heart was 
touched and I accepted Jesus, the Christ as my Lord and Saviour.

I'm married to Sandile Phinda Songca (Dr Professor of Chemistry).   We are 
blessed with many children including Spotty, our very dear four legged 10yr 
old son (cross between a Jack Russel and a staffie.)  Our home is in East 
London.

My call to ministry of  Word and Sacraments also came at a very early age. 
My studies include a Degree in Communication Science and Psychology 
(UNISA), Clinical Pastoral Education, and Chaplaincy (Groote Schuur),           
Dip Theo (JB), BA Hons in Pastoral care and Counselling (UP).  I have served 
in a number of churches including: Langa Methodist Church - Cape Town, 
Ikageng Methodist Church - Potchefstroom, Trinity Methodist Church - 
Linden JHB,  Libode EC,  Butterworth EC & East London.

Interests and Hobbies: I am very interested in my own Spiritual formation.       
I like travelling, reading, classical music, dance, car racing and fishing.                 
I support CANSA and SPCA.

I am looking forward to our holistic and fruitful Christian journey as a 
community.  After my brief but intense presence in the BMC communal 
space I feel overwhelmed by LOVE and anticipation.

Rev. Dr. Peter 
(Pete) Grassow

Ever since a boy I knew when I was in trouble: if I heard my mother calling 
“Peter” then I ran for cover.  If it was 'Pete' then I was safe. 

My parents are Stan and Robin Grassow.  As the son of a Methodist Minister, 
I grew up within the ethos of the Methodist Church: born in Umtata, and living 
in Pretoria,  Simonstown and matriculating from Camps Bay High School. 

After a period in the SA Air Force as a physical training instructor, 
I experienced a call from God to offer as a Candidate for the Methodist 
Ministry. After my theological studies at Rhodes University and the Federal 
Theological Seminary I was ordained in 1984. 

Since then I have served God both as a local church pastor, and more recently 
as a chaplain and lecturer at the Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary.

I married Jenny in 1982, and we have three daughters, Lisa,  Jessica and Amy. 

In addition to my love for teaching and growing spiritual maturity amongst the 
people of God, I am a road-runner, a lover of good coffee and a musician. 

 I look forward to discovering new spiritual growth within the Bryanston 
Church family. 



Rev. 
Similo Sanqela 

2016 Ministers

My name is Similo ka-Sanqela. I am a child of the soil. I am of the clan yama-Rhadebe, ooMthimkhulu, ooBhungane.           
I hail from the humble beginnings of a small town in East Griqualand called Matatiele. I am happily married to Mandisa – 
a very special wife who has seen me fall and rise – who has seen me cry and laugh – who has taken a conscious decision 
and made a deliberate choice to love me for who and all that I am.  We are blessed with a two-year-old daughter 
named Zigi. 

I gave my life to the Lord at an early age and having been overwhelmed by the saving grace of Christ Jesus I responded 
to the call to the Ministry of  Word and Sacrament in 2003.  In the year 2005, the church having also discerned God's 
call upon my life, I was accepted for training for Methodist Ministry and subsequently ordained in 2010.  To this day I 
am ever indebted to God and the church for the continued opportunity provided to me to practice my calling. 

Not in anyway discarding formal academic formation; however, I too consider the primary qualifications for the work 
of Christian Ministry to be a “sense of a divine call, spiritual and intellectual gifts, the graces of Christian character, and 
the fruits of Christian service” (Laws and Discipline 2014: 30). It is against these qualities that I wish to be measured. 

I consider the following to be my passion for ministry:
Ÿ Lay leadership development and empowerment: This does not in anyway mean that I am a master of leadership 

development. My approach to lay leadership empowerment is simply that of creating space and the scope for 
freedom of action and thought for every believer to do that which God has called them to do. It is my very firm 
belief that it is at a point when everyone realizes and makes happen that which God has called them to do, that I am 
also released to fulfill my God given call. 

Ÿ Deeds of mission and service: I find joy and fulfillment in concentrating my efforts and energies towards working 
on becoming a church that is incarnate to the community within which it exists thus being relevant and in touch 
with the needs of the community and dispensing in that community the means of God's grace.  

Now that the shock of my unexpected and sudden change of station is becoming a joyous reality I look forward to 
what lies ahead in the years to come and discovering glimpses of the mystery of what God is doing.  I embrace the 
time I shall spend between BMC and Ridgeway Societies as one with potential for a rare experience in developing and 
nurturing me in the area of leadership given that one will be working alongside highly competent and gifted colleagues 
(both clergy and lay).  So, I am excited that this placement will shape me to evolve as a leader.

On a much lighter note,  when I am not working, I enjoy time spent with family and friends, travelling, quiet time and 
am developing new hobbies: photography and golf.  I do really trust that this is the one and only time I have to produce 
a written piece with so many “I's”, “me” and “myself”.

Grace and peace to all. Similo

Rev.  Dalene Jordaan 
What a privilege to continue in ministry at BMC.  I am tempted to say: 
'…but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” Joshua 24:15b, 
but those of you who know the extent of our household - 
with an undisclosed number of cats and dogs (but only 1 hamster), 
may not fully appreciate this!  
Thank you for all your love and support this year.   



Sunday Worship



Sunday Worship

SUNDAY SERVICES
The Worship Stream has had a successful year with regard to Sunday services and Special events.  Lent and 
Easter were a blessing to all who attended and we are looking forward to Advent and Christmas.  Remember 
our Carol Service takes place on Sunday 29 November at 18h00.  Bring your family and friends!

AV SYSTEM
Most of the year has been spent investigating how best to upgrade the AV system in the Sanctuary and other 
venues.  One of our key pieces of equipment in the Sanctuary crashed early in the year.  We have been limping 
along while the AV/IT Innovations Committee spent many hours investigating how best to upgrade the 
Sanctuary to take us into the future.  The old system was 15 years old so it served us well and was a good 
investment.  We want to make sure that whatever we invest in now, will be as good an investment for our  
future worship.

The AV/IT Innovations Committee together with the leadership of BMC have given approval for the proposals 
submitted to us by Prestige Solutions – our AV support company.  Roger Davies, our architect, has been 
intimately involved in the planning as well.

A very special thanks to everyone who has been involved with this proposal.  Many hours have been spent with 
everyone who is involved  / affected by the AV system and we are very grateful for the passion and commitment 
of all concerned. We will keep you informed of these developments as they happen.  The adventure continues ...!



EVENING SERVICE
During the month of August we asked our evening congregants to complete a survey so that we could dream and 
plan for the future of this service.  This information will be very valuable to the new team of Ministers as we plan for 
2016.

Here are the results:
1. Was the survey representative?

Ÿ The survey was available to be completed at all the evening services in August 2015 (x5 Sundays)
Ÿ 60 responses were received
Ÿ The average attendance YTD for the 18h00 service is 58
Ÿ Therefore the survey response is representative of the attendees at the 18h00

2. What is our core attendance at this service?
Ÿ 10 people responded that they attend every week
Ÿ So this is the core that needs to be identified and with whom we need to work
Ÿ This also explains why it is SO difficult to find volunteers to support this service

3. Which service do most of the 18h00 attendees attend, if not this one?                                       
Ÿ By far the majority of responses usually attend the 10h15 service

4. Why do they attend the 18h00 service?
Ÿ The majority of responses stated that they attend this service if they have missed a morning service (13) and 

they find this a more convenient time when busy during the day (13)
Ÿ The third most popular reason was they like closing/opening the week with God
Ÿ Following closely on this was they like the intimacy of the service which is really an answer to point 5 below.

5. What do they like about this service?
Ÿ The greatest response (x24) stated that they like the intimacy of the service
Ÿ The informality of the service was the second most popular response (x8)

6. What do they want us to do differently?
Ÿ There weren't too many responses to this question
Ÿ Those that did have something to say stated that they would like an improved / fuller worship team in Holy 

Ground

7. Conclusion
Ÿ We are working with a very loose, transient congregation in that the majority of them attend morning 

services at BMC and only come in the evening when they have missed a morning service.
Ÿ There is an overwhelming request to keep the service as it is at the moment and in Holy Ground (HG) as 

the intimacy, informality and gentleness of the service is what they like.
Ÿ However, they would like to have a fuller worship team (by that we think they mean a small worship team 

as opposed to just a keyboard and some singers).  For this we would need to upgrade the Audio 
equipment in HG to accommodate this.

Sunday Worship



Youth & Young Adults



“Yes, it's important to inspire the next generation, 
but let's not forget to inspire the now generation too.”  Onyi Anyado

YOUTH MINISTRY
Age: 13 – 19 years
Days of meeting: Friday night 18h00 – 21h00
Venue: NextGen 

FRIDAY YOUTH – AFTERSHOCK- This is a ministry for teenagers every Friday evenings at NextGen. It is a place 
where teenagers come and worship, fellowship, learn and have fun after a long and stressful week they had.  We do life 
skill programmes and have covered these topics in 2014:  worship,  self-esteem, coping methods, suicide & depression, 
happiness from within, social networking, relationships, equality,  spiritual disciplines,  authenticity & identity, peer 
pressure & use of cell phones.  Weekly average attendance is 40.

SUNDAY SERVICES – EARTHQUAKE - We have 3 youth services every Sunday at NextGen,  at the 8h30,10h15 & 
12h00 services.  We use the same preaching series as the adults do.  Weekly average attendance is 60.

SPECIAL EVENTS – Cooking nights, movie nights, and we hosted Randburg Methodist for spring ball.  We also joined 
our children's ministry for their Holiday Club where our youth leaders were leading the programmes and activities

CONFIRMATION – TREMOR - We had 13 teens between the ages of 13 – 19 on a 32 week Confirmation 
programme and they all confirmed.  We took them to 2 camps, 1st in Mpumalanga and the 2nd in Krugersdorp.                 
1st camp was  a  Youth Alpha Camp and 2nd was a Methodism camp. 

SCHOOLS MINISTRY – We ministered to schools around BMC such as St. Stithians College,  Amazing Grace Private 
School,  Bryanston High School and Bryanston Parallel Medium School.

LEADERSHIP TRAINING – Our Youth Leaders will go on a Leadership training camp in December called D-Camp 
(December Leadership Training) facilitated and organised by Ministers &  Youth Pastors. It is 5 days of intensive 
Christian Leadership Training to equip Youth Leaders for ministry. 

2016 PLANS
Youth Worship Team
Youth Christian Leadership Academy
Youth Camps
Youth Outreach projects
Youth Discipleship Programme – School Small Groups

Youth Ministry



Young Adults

“Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, 
but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.”- 1 Tim 4:12

YOUNG ADULTS
Age: 20 – 35 years
Young Adults is a ministry for young adults where the programmes and activities are made for Young Adults.
We met 5 times in 2015 for our monthly events.  We met on different themes and discussed topics relevant to us.

THEMES WERE: 
Ÿ Standing in the gap – the purpose was to encourage each other to stand up for the Lord and close the gaps 

in our societies. 
Ÿ Soaking in his presence – this was a worship event where Young Adults met and just worshipped the Living 

God for the evening. 
Ÿ God in my work - the purpose of the event was to emphasize that God is omnipresent and omniscient, He's 

with us everywhere and we need to make him known in our workplaces through the work we do daily. 
Ÿ Movie night – we watched a movie “God's Not Dead” to encourage those who have doubts in their faith not 

to lose hope and faith.
Ÿ Christ Care Centre - we went for an outreach project and spent a day with Kids and Teenage orphans at 

ththe centre for our Mandela Day 67 Minutes project on the 18  of July 2015. 

Together with the Justice and Service stream we hosted 3 American Young Adults through the Global Justice 
Volunteers programme.

On weekly basis Young Adults have a Tuesday evening small group, and also meet in different small groups during 
the week. 

2016 Plans
1. Young Adults Teens Mentorship programme
2. Young Adults Mission Outreach
3. Young Adults Special Events
4. Young Adults Courses
5. Young Adults Worship 



Childrens’ Ministry



OUR TEAM
We have 3 children's pastors on staff: Bernice Smith (Senior Children's Pastor), Lynda Akarigbo (Children's Pastor 2) 
and Bonnie Bheya (Children's Pastor 3) and approximately 25 dedicated volunteers who serve in the ministry on a 
Sunday morning.

SUNDAY MORNINGS
With an average of 250 children each week, Sundays are always full of fun and energy. 
This is what an average Sunday looks like at Kids4Christ:
ü Registration with welcome games / activities 
ü Large group time: welcoming new-comers, prayers, collection, birthday celebrations, ice breakers
ü Praise & worship
ü An age appropriate lesson
ü Small group time: craft / group discussions / games

Our Sunday mornings aim to provide children with knowledge of the Bible and practical tools to build a life-long 
relationship with Jesus. We aim to equip children to live a Christian life while still facing what the world has to offer, 
including home, school, friends and peers.

2015
A highlight for 2015 has been the number of volunteers who have been preparing and presenting lessons each week. 
They have added new creativity and a variety to the ministry.  We are so grateful for all the people who give of their 
time to serve the children and our families in this ministry. 

EVENTS
In June we hosted a Family Movie Night, and had a great night of fun and fellowship with families of BMC. Our 
SUPERHERO Holiday Club in June/July holidays was also a huge hit. Daily topics included: fearfully & wonderfully 
made, discovering our unique gifts,  all superheroes belong and Jesus is our superhero.  With action packed games and 
activities, yummy food and other exciting things, the week was filled with fun and laughter.  Another major event was 
our Kids Camp in the beginning of September.  We went to Jackson's Ridge in Magaliesberg, and despite the cooler 
weather, enjoyed an action-packed weekend of discovering the strength and confidence that we find in God.

PARENTS GROUP
The Prince family also started a Primary Parents Connect Group in April. This group meets once a month, and they 
hope to connect with other families at BMC, developing lifelong friendships and offering each other support and love 
as they journey through parenting.

UPCOMING EVENTS
With Christmas just around the corner, we look forward to our kids taking part in our Christmas Carols evening too

DECEMBER HOLIDAYS
Kids4Christ takes a small break during the December holidays, but we know that this will not affect the momentum 
that we have seen throughout this year. It is a good time for families and people of all ages to come to church and 
worship together as a family.

2016
We are looking forward to what God has in store for children's ministry at BMC in 2016.  We hope to continue with 
many more family activities and events for the children: Family Friday Fun Nights, Camp, Holiday Club and many other 
exciting things for kids and families! Watch out for our new look coming early in the New Year.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET INVOLVED?
We are hoping to grow our volunteer base in 2016, in order to cater for different age groups. 
Please consider becoming a volunteer with us! We welcome people of ALL ages – you are never too young or old to 
lead! Contact us on 011 463 2333 / bernices@bmc.org.za. 

Childrens’ Ministry



Wesley Pre-Primary



Wesley 

Wesley is a pre-primary school situated in the grounds of the Bryanston Methodist Church.                                             
th

The school has run under the auspices of the church since 1979 and this year we celebrated our 36  birthday. 

STAFF
We have seven permanent staff members. Our staff members are Christine Wrathall (Principal), Melanie Kendall-Ball, 
Lynne Blane and Michele Hawkins (Teachers), Thoko Mbatha and Adelina Ntlakani (Assistant Teachers) and Sina 
Manyako (Housekeeper)

There were 2 new staff appointments in January 2015. Melanie Kendall-Ball joined us as the Grade 00 teacher (5 year 
olds) and Michele Hawkins was appointed as Grade 0000 teacher (3 year olds).  We recently welcomed Sina Manyako 
to the team in the role of housekeeper to Wesley.  All our staff are adequately trained in early childhood 
development. We are first aid compliant and all did a refresher course in first aid and CPR in April.

PUPIL ENROLMENTS
We presently have 53 children enrolled at the school. Our 2 older classes have 20 children in each class and the 
younger group have 13. Enrolments are open for 2016 and we still have a few spaces open in the 2 younger classes.

CURRICULUM AND ACTIVITIES
We follow a theme-based CAPS curriculum at Wesley where all the basic school readiness skills are covered. We do, 
however, make time for lots of fun and the pupils enjoy 3 FunDays and a show every term. This year we have come to 
school in our pyjamas, flown paper aeroplanes with our dads, spread cheer to the 'old folks' on Spring Day and learnt 
about recycling and creepy crawlies!

SCHOOL GROUNDS
In order to provide a physical environment that is safe and secure, we have started to upgrade certain areas of our 
playground which are in need of attention. Some time (and funds) was spent this year on grassing our playground 
area.  An area on our bottom playground was cleared in March. New grass was laid and tyres were placed along the 
driveway. Another new patch of lawn was laid in October on our top playground.

FUTURE PLANS

ISASA Membership
We have started the process of joining ISASA (Independent Schools Association South Africa).
ISASA is a voluntary association of independent schools. It is a non-profit organisation which represents its members 
and provides them with various services to protect their interests, promote best practice and support quality 

st
education and school sustainability.  We hope to have our membership by the 1  quarter of 2016.



School of Discipleship



2015 was the first year that we introduced a New Members course of three weeks at BMC.  In total we ran 4 of 
them and our last one will be in November 2015.  We had a total of 24 people attending the New Members 
Course.  We realised the importance of this course for people who don't come from a Methodist background,  as 
this helps them to understand the denomination better.

We had several people join us for Welcome to BMC, which is an introductory course for people who would like 
to join BMC.  We share our mission and vision with potential members in order for them to understand what is 
expected of them when they join BMC.  We introduce our ministries and expand on how to connect, grow and 
serve at BMC. 

We had one set of courses that was well attended in the beginning of the year.  Due to the loss of Rev. Dr. Neil 
Oosthuizen and low registrations for the last term we thought it best to postpone courses until January 2016.  
We are looking forward to a diverse set of courses that will be run in the new year.  

Disciples 1 and 3 have been running for the past year.  These courses are 34 and 32 weeks respectively.    
We have volunteers who have completed the courses in the past that help to facilitate these amazing modules.  
We hope to run more of them in 2016.

This year was also the first time that we held 'All the King's Daughters' Breakfast for the ladies in the 
congregation.  We were blessed with beautiful goody bags for the ladies and it was a great morning.  
Next year we will do this again and possibly have something for the men of the congregation as well.

Discipleship



Small Groups



This has been, and still is a very exciting year for small groups!

Ÿ We developed a new logo and slogan “Intentionally transforming people in loving community”.  We applied our 
new look in all communications like the information leaflet, newsletter, bulletin and promotional adverts and  
our web-site etc.

Ÿ We started Connect Groups that meet in fellowship around an interest and or hobby. We have 11 at the 
moment and hope to have even more next year (soccer, scuba diving, cooking, prayer, parents, netball, writers, 
scrap booking, vinyl record collecting, mountain biking). This is an ideal “non-threating” way for churched and      
un-churched people to connect doing what they love.

Ÿ We read the Bible together in a year as a congregation (in three installments).

Ÿ We did 5 preaching series' during the year and had positive feedback on the choice and execution of them: 
Our Covenant, The Grace of God,  The Hour that Changes Everything (John van der Laar),  Living in Jesus (Neil 
Oosthuizen),  Too Big to Miss (Wendy Walker).

Ÿ We will bring out an Advent booklet for the whole congregation at the end of November, with daily devotions 
and a family time activity/thought. The booklet will follow the sermon series for Advent, Christmas and the 
week after.

We have 89 small groups:
Ÿ We have 51 Home groups of which 3 are young adults.  
Ÿ We have 27 classes and 11 Connect groups.  We started the year with 2 workplace groups but due to 

circumstances (retrenchment and time constraints) these stopped. We will continue to promote workplace 
groups

Ÿ A challenge has been made to Facilitators to identify possible leaders within their groups so that we can start 
10 new home groups in 2016.  

Ÿ We have had an average (end September) of 26 people a month interested in small groups.

Small Groups



Ÿ We have trained 30 new facilitators / class leaders / youth leaders with our new training manual divided into 3 
sections (based on the 3 basic needs that people have of their church: to connect, grow and serve).

Ÿ We represented and presented small groups at the “New Members Course”,  Alpha and “Welcome to BMC”.
Ÿ Our pudding evenings have once again been very successful as facilitators and their group members get to know 

each other in an informal setting.

Ÿ Our Woman's Day connect event was so successful that it will have to be repeated.  We are looking at having a 
men's breakfast, a sports event and many other exciting “connect” events in 2016.

Ÿ Interesting facts:  Average January – September 2015 (Anatomy)

BMC Sports Ministry.
The new sports ministry (which combines all the sports related connect groups) had a successful season.              
The football team beat our rivals Gracepoint 7-2. The success continued with wins against Diepsloot and AxisPac. 
We would like to thank our sponsors for all the support this season as we look to launch the league in 2016. 
The aim of the Sports ministry in 2016 is to get all the sporting codes under one roof.  The Mountain bike club and 
the netball clubs have shown interest in this, and we hope to get some new sporting codes in for the coming year 
with golf being highly likely. BMC, is on the move. Watch this space.

Small Groups



BMC FATHERS GROUP
Most married men desire to be better husbands and fathers. They want to spend more time with their wives and 
children, but as hard as they try, they do not make a lot of progress.  What they, and perhaps every man needs, is a way to 
turn motivation into action.  Because of this need,  the Fathers Ministry was founded in 1981.

Between 20-30 men, drawn from very different backgrounds of age, race, occupation and circumstances, but united 
in our love for Jesus and to be better fathers and husbands, meet for a time of fellowship, prayer, encouragement 
and sharing every Friday morning in the sanctuary, during the private schools term. You don't need to be a father 
either.  We have a number of aspiring fathers to be and quite a few grandfathers too.

The BMC Fathers Group strives to be:
- Men to our women
- Men to our children
- Men to other men
- Men to our country

One of the focuses of the Fathers Ministry is to inspire and equip men, in a practical way, to become better husbands and 
fathers. In so doing, the Fathers Ministry is trying to lay a solid foundation for a way of life that the Lord would have us 
live as fathers and husbands. Practically we work through Christian based motivational books and DVD's. In our Buddy 
Groups, we share our own experiences and what works and what doesn't for amongst others, teenage challenges, how 
to manage through tough financial times, or a failing marriage.   

During the year, we read Craig Wilkinson's book, “Dad”.  The author was gracious enough to introduce and close out 
the book for us. It certainly was enjoyed by each and every father, challenging us to be better dads.

The BMC Fathers group had a number of outreaches during the year:
Ÿ We support Ziggi Aussel's SA Prayer Embassy ministry. The SA Prayer Embassy is a ministry that fulfills the 

mandate of 1 Tim. 2:1-3, which instructs us to pray for those who are in authority, so that we may live quiet and 
peaceable lives in all goodness and dignity.  We support this ministry financially, spiritually and physically. During 2015, 
the Fathers accompanied Ziggi on a number of his weekly prayer sessions to the Union Buildings. We also had the 
rare privilege to probably be the only men to sing Christian songs within the sanctum of the Constitutional Court. 
There was also the unbelievable opportunity to pray over each Constitutional Court Judge's chair, so that their 
decisions will always be just and fair. 

Ÿ The Fathers Group has been synonymous with the Blanket appeal in the past. Due to the secular world also 
punting this highly emotive matter, the blanket appeal was put on the back burner in recent years. The Fathers 
decided to pick this up again in 2015.  We were able to raise enough funds to purchase and distribute 2,500 blankets.

Ÿ The Fathers visit a governmental institution in our circuit on an annual basis. In 2015 we had an awesome breakfast 
with the JMPD in Marlboro. We were able to minister to a group of 100 men and woman and also gave them a 
hearty breakfast. 

Ÿ A Touch the Hem event for women was hosted by BMC on 20 June. The Fathers took on a role of assisting the 
organisers with various tasks during the day, such as ushering and praying for both the participants and speakers at 
the event.

Ÿ The annual Family Day was held on 4 October at the Sandton Action Cricket area. Fun was had by all and there 
were some sore muscles on Monday.

So what does 2016 hold in store:
We will continue on our quest to be better fathers/grand fathers, husbands and friends. We will encourage one 
another to try and uphold Ephesians 5:25: I will love my wife as Christ loved the Church & gave Himself 
up for her. 

We plan to visit Sandton Police station once again and hope to bless the police that allow us to sleep well at night. Ziggi 
Aussel's SA Prayer Embassy ministry will get our continued support. BMC Fathers will, as always, stand in the gap for 
our fellow fathers during times of turmoil and challenge.

Small Groups



Organisational Groups

Wesley Guild

Young Men’s Guild

Women’s Manyano

Young Women’s Manyano

Women’s Auxiliary



Womens’s Aux.
BMC WOMENS'S AUXILLARY
Our Theme for the year was taken from Jeremiah 29 v 10.  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” At our A.G.M. which was held on 
20th January 2015 Rev. Festus Marumo led our devotions and chaired the A.G.M. culminating in the induction 
service with communion. Last year we distributed a printed pamphlet celebrating the life of the W.A. and 
encouraged members to join us. From this we have had four members join us some of whom are also Manyano 
members. Our membership now stands at around 25.  We lost a long standing member who passed on to Higher 
Service namely, Pauline Jackson.  Our members are all getting on in years. Health and fitness are a stumbling block 
to full activity so we are scaling down our activities.  

SPIRITUALITY    
Ÿ Every meeting, both Social and Unit, starts with devotions. We share with each other during this time and any 

concerns are incorporated into our prayer time. 
th

Ÿ This year we attended the World Day of Prayer Service on 6  March at Bryanston Catholic Church and took 
part. Four denominations celebrated together.

th
Ÿ On 20  May we shared in a Church Unity Service, which we held at BMC. It was a very moving service and 

several ministers from our sister churches attended. Rev Demetris Palos, from BMC was the leader, with  Rev 
Selaotswe Tsintsing, (St Mungos) doing the message, & Rev Alex Niven (Bryanston Catholics) & Rev Cleopas 
Molokwane (St Pauls) and several ladies taking part.  We shared in a time of fellowship & tea afterwards. Our 
gratitude to Carol Roodt who so ably assisted in every way. 

Ÿ We have financially supported our Circuit Bible women through donations to the Circuit for their retreat.
Ÿ We hosted our General President Linda Gerrand, and our District President Beth Kok and several of their 

stExecutive to a morning tea & lunch on 21  April. They thoroughly enjoyed their visit.

JUSTICE AND SERVICE  
th th

Ÿ We attended our District Meetings on13  & 14  March in Bedfordview and enjoyed the Fellowship and 
services. 

th th
Ÿ We will be Hosting the District Meetings here in Bryanston next year on 18  & 19  March.
Ÿ Many ladies assist our members with knitting baby vests and jerseys, also blankets and squares for blankets. 

These are donated to various different charities in need. 
Ÿ Vryburg Children's Ministries are supported financially and with clothing.  We also give blankets, toys and 

clothes when we can find someone who is visiting there. 
Ÿ We are active with the Ecumenical Churches –SEGA (Sandton Ecumenical Goodwill Association) and entertain 

Cluny Farm residents to a High Tea twice a year and have quarterly Social meetings, including our Spring Lunch 
which we had during October, which was greatly enjoyed.

Ÿ Three “Overtea Circuit” meetings were held during the year at BMC.
Ÿ Sent soft toys to Connexional Meetings held at eMzeni in August, with Central District being the hosts.
Ÿ It gave us pleasure to do the catering of sandwiches and sausage rolls for our Minister Rev. Dr. Neil 

Oosthuizen's marriage to Heleen, we could see how happy they were. Then such sadness at his sudden death. 

DEVELOPMENT AND ECONOMIC  EMPOWERMENT 
Ÿ Our main source of income came from the Jumble Sales we had each quarter.  Money was used to give to the 

September allocations and special projects for the District and Connection and to our own church's AV fund 
and garden. We thank members of the congregation for the clothing that is given to us from the Justice & 
Service allocation.

Ÿ Jordan House was given special biscuits and chocolate for each resident and staff member at Christmas, 
together with money to purchase food. They received a donation of R2500 in vouchers.

Ÿ The unsold items from the Jumble Sales are donated to several needy outside causes (Alexandra Township 
needy people via Eileen Benn, Central Mission, Salvation Army or Diepsloot & Kya-Sands.

Ÿ We supported the Jubilee Fund, Centenary Celebration Fund, Benevolent Fund, District Mission and Extension 
Fund as requested by our District President and Genex.

Ÿ A donation of R2000 was given to Summerfield  Lodge.
Ÿ The year ended with a 'Christmas Tea' hosted by Dawn in her beautiful home in Waterfall Valley.
Ÿ At the end of November our two units united and shared in a lovely Christmas lunch, hosted so ably by Lyn at 

her home. Some of our members have undergone surgery, been ill or had to deal with family stresses.  Through 
all, God has been faithful to each one, He has been by our side and has blessings awaiting us in 2016.
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BAPTISMS:
Up until October we had 45 babies/children and 1 adult baptised here at BMC.  The numbers have dropped since 
we introduced the member's only baptism.

The new requirements are as follows:
New Members transferring from another Methodist Church
If you are from another Methodist Church you need to transfer your membership to BMC. Please forward to us the 
Removal/Transfer Letter from your present Church. In the meantime, if we can be of service in any way, please feel free 
to make contact with us.  You will be received into membership on the last Sunday of the new month.

New Members transferring from another Denomination
After having attended the breakfast presentation, you need to attend a New Members Course that will be held every 
second month.  After this you will then be received into membership on the last Sunday of the new month.

New Members without previous church membership 
After having attended the breakfast presentation, you need to attend a New Members Course that will be held 
every second month.  You are also required to attend our Alpha course which is an essential part of connecting 
you to the BMC family. This course is run for eight weeks and is held on a Tuesday evening starting with the 
Alpha Dinner.

Funerals: 
We have had 31 funerals this year and 22 were non-members and 9 were members.  We had 4 large funerals, 
catering for meals in the Halls after the funerals, which the staff handled so well. One of these was the funeral for 
Rev. Dr. Neil Oosthuizen where we estimated that we had plus minus 1600 people.  We managed to seat everyone 
that arrived and we were at full capacity.  We set up various drinks and eats stations in and around the halls and 
managed to serve everyone. 

We catered for 3 Funerals in the Care Chapel and Garden and have also moved 6 to Holy Ground which is far 
more suitable for smaller funerals.  The tea afterwards is also held in Holy Ground.  At one of the funerals, people 
were seated at the round tables as they felt it was a celebration of life. 

Weddings: 
We managed 16 weddings this year of which only 3 were held in the Sanctuary and 1 in the Care Garden. 
For smaller weddings this turned out to be a very suitable venue.  The rest were all at outside venues. 

Pastoral Care



FREEZER MEALS:
This is an ongoing ministry and it does help tremendously in times of need and trauma to be able to assist the 
families in this way.

CANCER BLANKETS:
These are handed to cancer patients and are greatly appreciated.

HEALING SERVICE:
The Healing Service on Thursday mornings at 07h00 is still such a blessed service.  We have had various preachers 
at this service and we have seen so much healing and blessings. It is truly an experience to attend this fellowship.

THE HEALING AND MEDIATION GARDEN:
Rev Dalene Jordaan has started with the cleaning up of the area and is currently planning the layout.  This will be a 
place of peace and restfulness for people to enter at any time, once it has been completed.  A lot of hard work is 
still required before we reach this stage. 

PRAYER MINISTRY
We have committed people who pray in response to requests from the congregation through the crisis prayer SMS 
system, care slips and for those who need prayer during and after Sunday and other services.  We have seen and 
heard testimonies from people whose lives were touched by God in response to prayer.

PASTORAL COUNSELLING & COURSES
Pastoral Counselling has been continuing at the Healing & Wholeness Centre with the focus on Family 
Relationships.  In 2015 we have seen a huge decrease in the number of our counsellors mainly because 90% of our 
counsellors were volunteers from other churches and most have decided to start up their counselling centres in 
their respective churches.  We are thankful to the handful of lay counsellors that have been giving their time daily at 
the centre.  We are looking forward to training more of our congregation members so we can keep this important 
ministry of our church active.

Wholeness and Healing Centre still offers courses such as Griefshare, Divorce Care, Marriage Preparation, etc.

Pastoral Care



SENIORS 
The seniors ministry is going well.  We have a monthly average attendance of about 43 people attending.  We have 
various people doing informative and topical talks.  We had a very successful Christmas lunch on 22nd November 
2014 and 60 people attended.  Jane Green catered and provided us with a delicious lunch.  The Soweto Quatro 
provided the entertainment with their singing, and a good time was had by all.  The Seniors ministry volunteers 
were invaluable at the event and throughout the year with the hosting of the monthly tea in Holy Ground.

HOSPITAL AND HOME VISITS
Due to the passing of the Act on the protection of information, we had a challenge in doing hospital visitations. 
Previously we would get a list of Methodist patients from the hospital, but due to the passing of the Act, this 
procedure has stopped, and we are relying on the care slip and word of mouth on news of members in hospital. 
This led to volunteers becoming despondent as weekly visits has trickled down to occasional visits when we get 
informed of members in hospital. In spite of this difficulty, we continue to visit and leave a devotional, flowers or a 
little palm size wooden cross to hold onto.

Although BMC has lost volunteers in the last two years, we still have some faithful volunteers who continue in this 
act of love and care where needed.

FOREST FARM
Forest Farm residence has the opportunity to attend a weekly service held on Tuesday mornings where God is 
worshipped through sharing from the Word, singing and times of ministry to those who need prayer, and 
communion once a quarter.  About 10 of the residents attend the monthly seniors meetings and enjoy the 
fellowship.

Pastoral Care
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Missions

HARTEBEEFONTEIN OUTREACH MINISTRY - SA NORTH WEST PROVINCE
Last year, BMC volunteers provided a Christmas party for the community of 120 adults and children. We have 
played a major role in schooling 60 abandoned students whose academic results have improved as a result. They 
attend church at Hartebeespoortsdam Methodist Church where a strong relationship has been built. We have also 
established a working relationship with the Local Council. BMC donated books, blankets, shoes and stationery 
together with food from various Donors.

JONATHAN HART - MOZAMBIQUE
Jonathan has opened close to 100 Churches in Mozambique. We recently accompanied him to Mozambique 
together with our American Volunteers whom we hosted here in BMC.  We spent 11 days in the villages teaching 
and training Pastors. Every evening we shared and witnessed really big changes of people believing in God.

SAMANTHA PURCHASE - TANZANIA (AND CENTRAL AFRICA)
Sam's vision is "to give the Children of Africa a hope and a future, raising them up to be future leaders." Sam's Area 
of Work is with Early Childhood Development and Teacher/Leader Training. She has worked in Malawi at 
'Kondanani Orphanage & School'; Swaziland / White River with 'Hands at Work';  White River with “Mercy Air”; 
Burundi at different schools and ministries and in Tanzania (Dar es Salaam) with Pre-School work.

COLIN PHELPS - MADAGASCAR
Colin now has a temporary venue where he does training  and teaching the Locals. His area of Ministry is growing 
steadily and Church on Sunday has become a normal thing, particularly in the rural areas.

ANNELIE AND JAKES - PAKISTAN   
They have witnessed big progress in their Mission Field in that they are able to travel around to train people to 
read and understand the word of God

D.L.C - TIBET
She has successfully taught 300 children about God. The School is running well and has children from age 6-15 
years. They are able to read and write English. She has invited BMC to come and volunteer and share some of the 
workload.  Her group of 15yr olds have started Confirmation Classes, getting ready for 2016. She mentions that 
Tibet is safe, and is progressing well.

ROBERT AND TRACEY - VIETNAM
They have had a successful year with the children's ministry, being able to pray and learn Bible Studies. They had a 
beautiful experience, by creating a Nativity play last year.  While it's done secretly, some children even manage to 
come for Praise and Worship on Sundays.

KAY TAYS AND CHRISTINE - THAILAND   
They have saved so many families from being abused as slaves. They have found a safe place where single Parents 
and Children are being schooled and being trained as Evangelists to help them grow the Ministry of Jesus.

GLOBAL JUSTICE VOLUNTEERS - FROM UNITED METHODIST  CHURCH - USA 
This organisation offers an open opportunity to Students from various schools or any Institution around the world 
to go out and volunteer and Minister around the world.  They explore and experience different cultures wherever 
they go. United Methodist Church pay 75% of the expenses and partners pay 25%.  We hope to send some of our 
youth through the same program for 2017.  We will be start early January to work on this project of sending our 
Youth to USA to explore Missions

But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 

ACTS 1:8



MissionsGLOBAL JUSTICE VOLUNTEERS (FROM THE USA)
Hosted: by Justice and Service on behalf of BMC
Housed: at 2 host families then back to Next-Gen for the rest of their stay
3 in Number: 1 Male (Deont'e Moses); 2 Females (Caroline Hemmet & Candice Cooper)
From: June 14 – 8 Aug 2015

We exposed the volunteers to a number of ministries so that they could experience a wide range of opportunities. 
We made them feel at home by exposing them to South African hospitality.  Various stakeholders came on board 
and assisted in making sure the volunteers get as much exposure as possible. It was a blessing hosting them.

Activities and Places they went to:
Ÿ Soweto – Hector Pieterson Memorial; Mandela House and Regina Mundi Church
Ÿ Rietfontein Nature Reserve 
Ÿ Family Day and Soccer Friendly @ St. Stithians College – BMC vs Gracepoint 
Ÿ Staff welcome and orientation – welcome and interaction with all ministries
Ÿ Mobile Meals morning cooking preparations and serving in the evenings
Ÿ Christian Theatre Production @ Diepsloot
Ÿ Friday Night Youth
Ÿ Sunday Morning Youth services
Ÿ Holiday Club – Children's Ministry
Ÿ BMC church Services
Ÿ Haartebeespoort – Deo Dexter School
Ÿ Attended Lesedi school; Baby Inas School; and IFAFI Booma Fire Camping
Ÿ Lion Park & Snake Park – Deo Dexter
Ÿ Deo Dexter cultural and Braai Day
Ÿ Morning Cheetah Demonstration
Ÿ Berea Place of Safety – Blankets to Charity
Ÿ Maropeng and Sterkfontein caves
Ÿ Mission trip to Mozambique
Ÿ Lillys Farm – SA History
Ÿ Lazarus Ministries 
Ÿ Constitutional Hill
Ÿ Tirisano School – Cosmo City – Handing over of blankets
Ÿ BMC Staff Retreat with Staff and Clergy
Ÿ Urban Food Garden
Ÿ Lunch and Movies – by different BMC congregation members
Ÿ 3 Coetzee Shelter in Hillbrow
Ÿ Joseph Store House
Ÿ School's Ministry
Ÿ Prison Ministry
Ÿ Development School in Vereeniging 
Ÿ Deont'e's birthday Celebration
Ÿ Fathers Ministry – Sandton JPMD station
Ÿ Candice and Caroline went to Cape Town
Ÿ Farewell Dinner hosted by Ina's family
Ÿ OR Tambo then Departure back to the USA

SPECIAL THANKS  
To BMC Management, Clergy, staff and everyone 
who went out of their way to make sure we gave 
the volunteers the best time of their lives. 
Few names to mention: 
Rick, Sibusiso, Pumla, Val, Ina, Waldy, Maude, Mamotse, 
Adele Le Graan,  Wendy, Jonathan Hart, Janet Hart, 
Mina Mokhoro, Maggy Simane, Pat Knight, 
Sibongile, Maphalala-Vereennging( Project) 
Palesa Sello, Maible Tshwabe.
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MOBILE MEALS
We have had a good response from volunteers getting involved in serving the poor and homeless in our 
community throughout the year. What has been exciting to see, is the involvement of the youth and young adults 
every Thursday evening. One highlight was that earlier in the year we had around 25 youngsters from Greenwich 
College around the corner come and do community service.  A good number of school children have been doing 
their community service hours on Thursday evenings and mornings. The parents have responded well to the 
invitation of joining their children and making it a “family event”. 

With regards to the volunteers in the evenings we have focused on safety on the roads – making sure that all 
volunteers wear reflective bibs and we have purchased 5 orange reflective cones to make sure that we are all 
clearly visible to other traffic on the road.  We are making sure that we have men going out on the team.  

We still need to focus on more interaction with the recipients in our conversations with them. This is a challenge 
which is going to be looked at before the end of the year. For the year 2015, January to September we served 8289 
people. We have had 793 volunteers who have served 1748 hours in the kitchen preparing the soup and in the 
evenings serving. We have spent R36 075 on bread for the year (R975 per week) and R2850 on polystyrene cups. 
We are in the discussions with a donor – Free Foods to assist us with bread for two weeks a month. 

We started a second team going down to River Club and to Oxford Road in Randburg.  At River Club we feed 70 
– 100 displaced men every week, who are all Lesotho nationals. In Oxford Road we feed about 27 people who are 
all SA nationals. Two weeks ago we assisted Ridgway Methodist Church to launch their own Mobile meals soup 
ministry. On their first evening they fed 28 people on the property. We have been cooking an extra 10 litres of 
soup for them and giving them bread as well. Ian Pitman is overseeing their ministry. 

SHELTER PROJECT
Justice and Service Ministry has partnered with JMPD - Johannesburg to work with us regarding accommodation 
for our Homeless Community. We have to date saved 20 Families and 200 individuals regarding finding shelter at 3 
Kotzee Street.  The Second Shelter that we partnered with is Berea Place of Safety for the Girls, where BMC has 
adopted 30 abused girls, aged 7-18. Job well done. 

ORGAN DONOR MINISTRY PROJECT
We started up an Organ Donor Ministry in August 2014 
and visited the Heart and Dialysis Departments and drop 
flowers and pray with patients in the wards of 
Morningside Clinic, Sandton Clinic and Sunninghill Clinic. 
We will expand it in 2016.
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LAZARUS MINISTRY
We have had some high and some low times serving the elderly at the Lazarus Ministry this year.  A high moment 
was when we were able to assist Mr. Kiewiet De Jaar, a homeless gentleman, to start up his own small “spaza table” 
business across the road from us. We helped him to get his informal traders certificate or permit, and then we 
blessed him with some start up stock.

We have served and blessed 1559 poor and homeless elderly people this year through the Lazarus ministry.         
We have handed out food parcels equal to that number.  The people have been served and blessed spiritually by 
Vincent and Shakes through the sermons that they have preached every Tuesday morning.  This includes invited 
local preachers on trial like Brendon Strauss. 

Low moments have been when we received news from the people about their family members falling ill or passing 
away.  We think especially of a man named James who not only attended the Lazarus ministry but also the Mobile 
Meals ministry and who got killed on William Nicol one Thursday evening on his way to get soup and bread.  We 
think also of Samuel Chauke who is 63, whose 2 sons were murdered this year.  A lady Ida whose son is in prison. 
John who sleeps on the streets in Randburg was beaten up and put into Helen Joseph Hospital.  Two weeks after 
he was released, he got hit by a car in Randburg and ended up back in Helen Joseph for two weeks.  Jon still 
attends the Lazarus ministry on Tuesdays.

st
On the 21  of April Rev. Lea Marumo and Mafika from Grace Point Methodist church met with myself,  Vincent and 
Julia in wanting guidance on how to start a Lazarus Ministry of their own. We have done a number of follow ups 
and they have not as yet started that side.
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BMC - HIV MINISTRY (BMC CARE)
Justice and Service Ministry run an HIV Ministry called BMC CARE where funding is raised to help Volunteers run 
Tests and train local Community. Staff - Project Manager (Susan Mzinyathi). We have 8 volunteers at the centre.

2014 World Aids Day at Diepsloot Methodist Church: BMCCARE hosted 2014 World Aids Day in collaboration 
with Diepsloot Methodist Church.  BMCCARE did the project for City of Joburg for the homeless people where 
we assisted people with ID's, shelter and some with their matric certificate in Region B and Region E where 7 Field 
workers were assisting and getting stipends.

On the 8 October BMCCARE, in collaboration with Pink drive, Pictec Vision and UJ optometric students had an 
eye care and breast cancer awareness day in Diepsloot.  We had 2 Social worker students from UJ from 
January to 2 Oct 2015 and to date 2236 people have come to the centre to be tested for HIV in the centre. From 
January 2015 to date, 720 food parcels have been distributed to our support groups in Diepsloot and Kya-Sands 
and every day support group members get packs of food parcels from Joseph Store House.

Bead work project: we do this in the centre with support group members.  We have partnership with SADAC as 
they assist with support group counselling. SANCA also assist with support groups.

                                        
                      
                                 
BLANKET & SHOE DRIVE
We handed out 144 pairs of shoes to the Lazarus and Mobile Meals ministries collectively. Fourways Circuit 
Community was given 200 pairs of shoes.  We blessed 381 people from both ministries collectively with blankets. 
The balance went to individual Fourways Circuit recipients.

BUCKET (FOOD) DRIVE PROJECT
We are busy with the Food Drive for Christmas to open our hearts to give to the needy, to touch and give them 
love.  We reach out to the most remote areas to bring smiles on the needy Community. December 2014 we 
distributed food hampers and toys donated by BMC Congregation to the community.  This project is on-going till 
early Jan 2016.

Justice & Service



PRISON MINISTRY
This year has also had its challenges and huge breakthroughs with regards to the Alpha for Prisons.  We were able to 
start the Alpha course in Krugersdorp Correctional Center in February and in Boksburg Correctional centre in 
September.  The Alpha Course ran twice in Leeuwkop Maximum and once in Medium  A, B and C Centres. 
With regards to Johannesburg Central (or “Sun City”) it was presented in three centres including the Female Centre. 
We had volunteers from 6 different denominations going as one body of Christ into the centres. 

COMMUNITY DISASTER RESPONSE
Braamfontein Spruit Displacement
In June we were made aware of a situation along the Braamfontein Spruit where the City of Jhb, City Parks and the 
JMPD were removing displaced people who are living along the river in the reeds.  After some conversations and 
requests with the people in authority, the displaced people were able to keep their blankets and clothing.

KyaSands Disaster
On Tuesday 11 August we were made aware of a disaster in KyaSands where 36 shacks burnt down and 111 men, 
woman and children were displaced. BMC went out to do a site visit and met with the Disaster Management Team. 
We responded by donating 120 blankets. 

Diepsloot Disaster 
The Diepsloot community experienced a disaster on Sunday morning 16 August. 18 shacks burned down and these 
families were left without anything. BMC responded by assisting them with clothes, blankets, food, toiletries, school 
books and stationery. 

Justice & Service



JOSEPH STOREHOUSE (JSH) 
Joseph Storehouse (JSH) has collected 126 tonnes of food for 2015 up until the end of September. Using an 
estimated R35/kg as a reference point this equates to around R4.5 million rands worth of food distributed to the 
poor and needy.  The majority of the food was distributed to our internal beneficiaries of Akani Daycare and Akani 
Metmar Primary School.  Akani has just over 2000 kids who receive food on a daily basis from JSH except for 
school holidays.  We distribute food to BMC Care HIV Aids Support Groups in Diepsloot (2 support groups) as 
well as giving the Kya Sands support group food on a Friday.  We supply food to about 200 needy folk who attend 
the Lazarus service at BMC every Tuesday. On a Thursday we supply all the vegetables and meat that goes into the 
making of soup for mobile meals. Mobile meals distribute soup and a loaf of bread to about 350 homeless people 
living in and around the Bryanston and Randburg area. 

Some of the large external ministries that we support are Phutadatjaba who support 4000 people in Alexandra 
from young babies to elderly Gogos. Their eldest member who is still alive is 98 years old! We support Bongani 
Mthombeni of Soweto who takes care of about 800 people. Two of the external ministries that we try and support 
within Diepsloot on a fairly regular basis, when we receive large quantities of food for the day, are Bona Lesedi, Big 
Fish Community Development and Diepsloot Youth Programme. Bona Lesedi is a home for the disabled; Big Fish 
support orphans and the elderly. The Diepsloot Youth Programme organises activities and events for school-going 
children especially in the holidays and teaches them about safe sex practises and the disadvantages of getting 
involved with drugs or gangs. By attending their programmes the children are kept busy and are less likely to be 
drawn in by bad influences.

Justice & Service

THANK YOU TO THE STORES 

THAT DONATE REGULARLY.

Pick n Pay - Nicolway 

Woolworths - Waterfall Park 

Woolworths - Nicolway 

Woolworths - Crowthorne 

Spar - Hobart Grove 

Spar - Ferndale 

Pick n Pay - Northgate 

The Grand 

       (Only the portion going to Akani) 

God's Garden 

Bread Basket - Morningside
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2015 has been a sad year full of mixed emotions with the passing away of the Hospitality Stream leader Nokuthula 
Buthelezi but also it has been an exciting year full of events that happened around the church. In all of this we have 
been encouraged by the book of Ecclesiastes 3:1 “There is a time for everything…”

COFFEE SHOP
The Coffee Shop has been operating for more than 2 years now and it is lovely to see how friends meet each 
other over a cup of coffee and a muffin. It is always a pleasant sight to see our Ministers and worship teams 
interact with the congregation in the Coffee Shop. 

We also have quite a number of reservations for tables when it’s a baptism service. Instead of families going to 
book a table at a restaurant, they seem to enjoy being in Holy Ground to celebrate the baptism of their little ones.

INVENTORY
We are currently working on our inventory.  We have also realised that it is a privilege for us to know that God 
has supplied BMC with so much to make our work as efficient as possible.

FUTURE
We are looking forward to the future as we accommodate and offer our hospitality to people who will be 
attending events such as the WA District event and the Woman's Manyano Convention next year. It is always a 
pleasure for us as the staff to be of service in the work of God from cleaning offices, halls and toilets to making 
sure that rooms are set for various meetings and events to even doing some flower arrangements. 

Hospitality 
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Very few people have an appreciation of the size of the BMC campus so some details will show why the task of 
maintaining the property and dealing with other property related issues is such a challenge.

· The property is 27,358 square meters or six and three quarter acres.
· The structures and movable assets are insured for R80 million.
· There are 22 geysers.
· There are 74 air conditioning units.
· 2 swimming pools.
· 865 church-type chairs.
· 5 vehicles and 3 trailers.
· 2 gardeners and 2 maintenance men.

Fortunately Wayne Els was appointed as Properties Manager in mid-August 2015 and is enthusiastic about tackling 
the task of dealing with an ageing infrastructure.

A quick review of work done in the last 12 months:
· Manse 27A (Neil's manse) was renovated at a cost of approximately R220,000.
· The legal process to consolidate the 6 separate properties that comprise the BMC campus, in order to 

remodel the campus as envisaged during 2013, was stopped.  This was because of inadequate funds to cover 
the huge costs that would be incurred when the City of Joburg insisted upon single water, sewer and 
electrical connections to the consolidated property, which would have resulted in expensive reticulation.

· The collapsing thatched lapa/gazebo at the NextGen Youth Centre was rebuilt.
· A precast wall was installed to screen off the rubbish skip in the N-W corner of the property.
· Three geysers burst.
· Various electrical fittings have been repaired or replaced.
· The air conditioning units have been serviced regularly.
· Various shabby areas have been revitalized by new coats of paint.
· Ongoing replacement of globes in all venues. Those in the Sanctuary and Holy Ground require the erection 

of the scaffolding to replace.
· The carpets have not been cleaned for at least 2 years and this job has recently been completed.
· Renovations to the Church kitchen, toilets, gutters and several other projects have been delayed until 

funding is available.

Projects to be tackled soon include the internal painting of the boundary walls along Grosvenor and Eccleston 
Roads, the development of the contemplative garden at the Family Care Centre, improving the lighting in Holy 
Ground and an additional wall in the Garden of Remembrance for more memorial plaques.

Appeal for help!
1. BMC needs the names of building contractors who are prepared to do small works of painting, plastering, 

brickwork, carpentry, etc. 
2. BMC have only two fulltime gardeners and they are not able to maintain the BMC gardens.
If you are able to recommend someone, please e-mail waynee@bmc.org.za.

Properties 
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         PHONE: 011 463-2333
 

    EMAIL: info@bmc.org.za

          WEBSITE: www.bmc.org.za

          FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/bryanstonmethodist

          TWITTER: twitter.com/bmcbryanston ( @bmcbryanston )
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