
Independent Guide

This is a handy guide to help your child 
complete the creative writing activity for 
Young Writers’ Ancient Adventures national 
writing competition! We hope you both enjoy 
this activity.
There’s a simple planning sheet for your child to draw 
a picture of their historical character, and an area to 
plan their plot. They can then write their story using 
the 100-word grid entry form, which is on the back of 
the planning sheet. 
Ancient Adventures helps to bring history to life, 
engaging your child by allowing them to write their 
own version of a historical event.

Writing a mini saga – a story told in just 100 words – 
also allows them to forget about rambling 
introductions and jump straight to the action, 
focusing their ideas. Adding a writing constraint such 
as a word limit helps remove the fear of writing a 
long story, or of getting something wrong.
By entering Ancient Adventures, entrants have the 
chance to be published in a real book. We award 
prizes to the best published writers and schools – 
further info about prizes is provided below.
Check out the video that introduces the activity:
https://youtu.be/87rD0u3Ps_w

AMAZING PRIZES

Our 10 favourite published writers
will each win a creative writing goody bag!

(Winners will be chosen from entries received in the Summer Term 2022.)

(Independent entrants are eligible for pupil prizes.)
FOR PUPILS

CLOSING DATE: 22nd July 2022

Your child needs to write their story on the 
worksheet in their best handwriting. Stories 
can be from any historical period. There is 
a 100-word limit.
Ensure your child’s name, age and address 
are included on the worksheet in the space 
provided.
Email the worksheet to 
competitions@youngwriters.co.uk or 
upload on our website. We’ll then email 
back to confirm receipt.

IT’S EASY TO TAKE PART Use the planning sheet, 

this helps your child 

structure their story.

Your child can star in their story if they’d like 
to – perhaps they 

travel back in time!

WRITING TIPS

Limit speech – lots of talking uses 
up words and doesn’t necessaily 

tell the story in 100 words!

Start at the action – 100 words doesn’t give enough space for a long intro!

Use sounds to tell 
the story:  ‘Whoosh! 
The portal opened’… 

instead of… ‘The 
portal opened with a 

whooshing sound’.
Use contractions to save 
words: ‘it is’ becomes it’s, 

‘they will’ becomes they’ll, etc.

Make sure the story has some kind of 
historical theme or character!

Contents may di�er from photo.)


