
Preparation
• Bookmark the online rhyming dictionary www.rhymezone.com

• Photocopy or download enough pupil worksheets (one each). Alternatively 
your pupils can write on a sheet of A4 or type their work, but must include their 
name, age and school on their work

• Download the presentation that complements this lesson plan from our website

• Pen and paper or whiteboard for each pupil or download the activity sheet for this 
lesson from our website

• All resources can be viewed/downloaded a www.youngwriters.co.uk/brain-swap

Introduction (5 minutes)

Show your pupils the worksheet and then explain that they will be writing a poem inspired by a brain swap: who will they become?

Main Teaching Activity

Activity Slide(s) Activity Details

Generating 
Ideas

(5 minutes)
3

You can either provide pupils with a theme, or who to write about, or allow them to choose. You could create a 
shortlist of ideas based on your current topic, current affairs and events, or a book your class is using in shared 
reading. It’s a great way to use poetry as a cross-curricular vehicle! 

Once your pupils know who their brain swap is going to be with, it’s time to look at how to create a poem…

Poetic  
Techniques

(10 minutes)
4-5

Here are our top 3 techniques that complement writing from a different perspective:

1. Imagery - using description, particularly senses, to paint a picture in the reader’s mind. E.g.

The sky was pitch-black except for the bright, twinkling stars that I watched as I floated inside the space station.

2. Simile - describing something like or as something else. E.g.

I burst into a sprint, as fast as a speeding train, I crossed the finish line, World Champion!

3.  Onomatopoeia - a word that names a sound, but also sounds like that sound! E.g.

Rustle! Whoosh! Rustle! I’m just a leaf, fallen in autumn, gently blowing along in the breeze...

Here are some sentences about the Queen, can your pupils identify whether these sentences are a simile, 
imagery or onomatopoeia?:

1. The Queen’s guards are as brave as a lion.

2. The Queen’s ballgown swooshed around her as she walked through the palace.

3. The Crown Jewels sparkled and glinted in the sunlight as Her Majesty gracefully sat down on the throne.

Poetry Types

(15 minutes)
6-11

There are lots of poetic forms to choose from, but here are 3 we’ve shortlisted:
1. Rhymes.
Children love to rhyme… though sometimes the rhymes are forced so it doesn’t make sense! Here is a quick 
activity to help pupils get to grips with rhyming.
Now explain to them what a half rhyme is - a similar but not identical sound. E.g. “Egyptian” and “description” 
rhyme but “Egyptian” and “kitchen” are a half rhyme.
Can your pupils guess if these are half rhymes or rhymes?

I’m a cute puppy
With a soft, furry tummy
(Half rhyme)

I’m floating in space
It’s an amazing place
(Rhyme)

I’m a ferocious Viking
And my life is very exciting!
(Rhyme)

I’m a dinner lady
I work lunchtimes daily
(Half rhyme)

Hello I’m a doctor
To relax I play soccer
(Half rhyme)

Why not make https://www.rhymezone.com (an online rhyming dictionary) available during the lesson?

P.T.O.

Lesson intention (Slide 2)

• To take part in a group discussion & 
activity to develop confidence and 
contribute effectively

• To learn how to write from a different 
perspective

• To explore poetry types and poetic 
techniques; pupils choose which to use 
in their poetry writing

• To write a poem for Young Writers’ 
Brain Swap poetry competition

POETRY COMPETITION FOR 7-11 YEAR-OLDS
Optional Lesson Plan



Notes

All our resources are free and can be downloaded at www.youngwriters.co.uk/brain-swap

Poetry Types 
continued...

(15 minutes)
6-11

2. Riddles
Writing from someone or something else’s point of view is perfect for riddle poems… a mystery guest for the 
reader to identify.

A good riddle poem ideally:

• Has at least 6 clues
• Uses present tense
• Uses lots of description

• Tries to trick the reader 
• Has a clever title that gives away a clue
• Finishes with the question - what (or who) am I?

Can your pupils guess who these riddles are about?

3. Acrostics
This is a fun poetic form that can be adapted to all ages and abilities. By writing the name of their brain swap 
as the acrostic word, your pupils can then have fun telling the reader in free verse about their subject. 
E.g. T  he reason I became a teacher was to make a difference to children’s lives,
 E  very day I help them become better students, I love to see them grow
 A  nd develop, though I could live without their burps and trumps! 
 C  hatter, laughter, tears, excitement, fear - I see it all but I 
 H  ave to tell you, being a teacher is so rewarding,
 E  very day my class surprise me...
 R  eally Morgan! I’ve told you before, don’t lick the pencil sharpenings!

Composing 
a poem 

(20 minutes)
12 Now it’s time for your pupils to write their own poem. Their work can be inspired by this activity or they are 

welcome to use their own ideas; we don’t restrain imagination, we love originality!

Plenary –  
Peer & Self 
Assessment

(5-10 minutes)

13

Ask your pupils to work in pairs to read their poems to one another. Their partner is to provide feedback: 
something they liked and something that can be improved. Provide your pupils with a few minutes to 
make any changes to their work / self-assess it. Your pupils can also use this opportunity to explain which 
differentiation they used and why. 

Differentiation
Let your pupils choose their starting point & move up a challenge level(s) should they want to.

Bronze Activity
Select a person for your 

pupils to brain swap with. 
Provide them with a poetry 
type to use – an acrostic 
is a good choice. Your 

pupils can write their brain 
swap poem in pairs or 
small groups and have 
an adult’s assistance.

Silver Activity
Provide your pupils with a 
choice of people and ask 
them to pick one. Provide 
them with two poetry type 
options, we suggest  an 
acrostic and a riddle. 

Allow your pupils to decide 
which poem type and 

which person. Allow them 
to work with a partner 
to help generate ideas 

and vocabulary that they 
could use in their poems.

Gold Activity
Your pupils work alone 

to create their own poem 
inspired by a person /
object/animal of their 

choice. They choose their 
poetry type and which 
techniques they’d use 

allowing them to showcase 
their vocabulary, poetry 

and editing skills.

Platinum Activity
Challenge pupils to write 
in a certain poetry style 
and include 3 or more 

poetic techniques. Let them 
research the  subject of 

their poem and allow them 
access to a dictionary, 
thesaurus and rhyming 

dictionary so they can use 
higher level vocabulary as 
well as edit their own work.

Superhero Riddle

I wear a suit by day, a cape by night,

I like to give bad guys a fright.

My name is blind, but I am not,

My enemy likes to laugh a lot.

My partner is named after a bird,

We’ll save the day, I give you my word!

Who am I?  A: Batman

Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf? 
(A kennings poem)

Forest-skipper
Flower-picker
Cake-maker
Rule-breaker

Question-asker
Wolf-unmasker
Granny-saver

Woodcutter-waver…
Who am I?

A: Little Red Riding Hood

Feel free to use the Pupil Feedback Sheet that’s a free download online that you can send to us with your entries! 
We’d love to know what your class thought of Brain Swap!


