
Here are some fantastic recommended reads to help 
your children fall in love with reading, books and poetry!

The Rapping Princess
By Hannah Lee & illustrated by 
Allen Fatimaharan 
Publisher: Faber & Faber
ISBN: 9780571361151

Shiloh lives in a huge house and 
her parents are the king and 
queen! Shiloh can’t sing like all the 
other princesses in the kingdom, 
but she has other talents, and 
sometimes it’s about embracing 
your differences and celebrating 
them!

The Smeds and 
the Smoos
By Julia Donaldson, illustrated 
by Axel Scheffler
Publisher: Scholastic
ISBN: 9781407196657

Take your children on a rhyming 
adventure that is out of this 
world! The Smeds (who are red) 
never mix with the Smoos (who 
are blue). So when a Smed and 
Smoo fall in love, their families 
strongly disapprove but using 
her trademark fantastic rhymes, 
Julia Donaldson shows us love 
conquers all.

Poems Out Loud!
By Ladybird
Publisher: Penguin Random 
House Children’s UK
ISBN: 9780241370704

Perfect for young children 
aged 4+ to introduce them to 
the wonderful world of poetry. 
Featuring award-winning poets, 
brand-new voices, hip-hop artists 
and spoken word performers, this 
is a wonderfully fresh, diverse and 
relevant brand-new anthology 
that will get children laughing, 
thinking, sharing and performing.

My Village: Rhymes 
from Around the World
By Danielle Wright, illustrated by 
Mique Moriuchi 
Publisher: Gecko Press
ISBN: 9781877467103

This collection contains lots of 
nursery rhymes from different 
countries and each poem 
appears in its own language next 
to an English translation. Examples 
include ‘Song of Kites’ from Japan,  
‘Spotty Spider’ from Tonga and 
‘Snowman Frost’ from Denmark.

If You Go Down to the 
Woods Today
By Rachel Piercey, illustrated by 
Freya Hartas
Publisher: Magic Cat Publishing
ISBN: 9781913520052

“My woodland’s full of animals, 
of every different kind. So shall 
we stay here for a while and see 
what we can find?”

From winter to spring, a magical 
tour of woodlands through poetry.

The Puffin Book of 
Fantastic First Poems
By June Crebbin
Publisher: Penguin Random 
House Children’s UK
ISBN: 9780141308982

A great first poetry book; the 
poems span time, from Robert 
Louis Stevenson and Walter de 
la Mare right up to date with 
Roger McGough and Michael 
Rosen. Themes covered, such as 
mealtimes, playtime, animals, 
family, and bedtime, really appeal 
to little learners.




