
SO, WHAT LURKS IN YOUR IMAGINATION?

IT’S EASY TO TAKE PART!
1. Write or type your mini saga. You can download an entry

form at our website or write on paper / type in Word etc.

2. Email your entry to
competitions@youngwriters.co.uk along with your name,
age and full address

Alternatively, you can mail or upload your entry - see our 
website for further details.

A GHOSTLY GLOSSARY

CLOSING DATE:

FRIDAY 23RD JULY 2021

Apparitions/Spectres/Ghosts/Poltergeist 
- all mean a type of supernatural figure.

Curse - a solemn utterance intended to invoke a supernatural 
power to inflict harm or punishment on someone or something.

Paranormal - events or phenomena such as telekinesis or 
clairvoyance that are beyond the scope of normal scientific 
understanding.

Macabre - concerned with or causing a fear of death.

Eerie - strange and frightening.

Incantation - a series of words said as a magic spell or charm.

Superstition - a widely held but irrational belief in supernatural 
influences, especially as leading to good or bad luck, or a practice 
based on such a belief.

Petrified - so frightened that one is unable to move; terrified.

Young Writers invites you into the hair-raising world of ghost stories and gothic fiction with Spine-Chillers...

Your challenge is to write a mini saga (a story told in just 100 words!) inspired by the theme.
Whose point of view will you choose to write from? 

Whether you decide to write a creepy tale about the paranormal or an unexplained mystery, create folklore or a sense of 
foreboding, Spine-Chillers helps you plan and write a mini saga, engage with creative writing and create original ideas!

Check out the video that introduces the activity to you in just one minute: 
https://youtu.be/wjNGKA_BPbY

Fun fact... the voiceover on the video is exactly 100 words! Yep, our instructions are a mini saga too!

• The ghost? • The haunted? • An observer? • A clairvoyant?

TERRIFYING TOP TIPS

Use the senses to create the scene in the 
readers’ minds. Stench. Dark. Slimy. Chilling. 

Find words that evoke our senses!

Be inspired by fear. What are you or others scared 
of? Use that fear in your writing:

 “What’s that noise?” 

Thousands of spiders scuttled towards me...

A cold hand brushed by my face...

Research writers in the supernatural/horror genre. 
From R.L. Stine and Derek Landy to Maureen Johnson, 
James Herbert and Stephen King - whatever your level 

of terror there is a writer out there for you! 

CREEPY QUOTES
Check out these famous gothic fiction quotes... and 

see how the writer sets the scene:

“Here is a small fact: You are 
going to die.” 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

“My candle was nearly burnt out, when, by the glimmer of the half-
extinguished light, I saw the dull yellow eye of the creature open…”

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

 “Mr. Croup began to laugh. It sounded like a piece of blackboard 
being dragged over the nails of a wall of severed fingers.”

Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman

“‘Everything down here floats,’ that 
chuckling, rotten voice whispered...”

It by Stephen King

“God! Whose hand was I holding?”

The Haunting of Hill House by Shirley Jackson

PRIZES
Our favourite published writer wins £50 

and a selection of books! 


