
How to Write an Acrostic
Here’s a quick guide to help your pupils write an acrostic inspired by their best 
friend or favourite person.

Write down at least 5 words that describe the person - this can be physical 
and personality traits as well as what they remind them of, it’s quite open to 
imagination!

To help your class understand, why not make this into a game where you all 
suggest words to describe a famous person or another teacher?

To write an acrostic your pupils need to write the name of their chosen person 
down the page, with each letter of their name on a new line e.g.

 T

 O

 M
Using each letter, they write a sentence describing the person or 
saying why they like them e.g.

 T om is very kind, he always lets me play games with him.

 O range is the colour of Tom’s hair, I think it’s cool.

 M y best friend is Tom, he’s tall, funny and clever.
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Sense Poem Activity

How to Write an Autumn 
Sense Poem

Talk about autumn – what 
happens during this season e.g.
Bonfire Night
Fireworks
Harvest
Leaves fall from trees
Nights get darker
Frosty mornings
Animals get ready to hibernate

Next, pick a couple of autumn 
examples and talk about what 
they can see, feel, hear, smell and 
taste e.g.
Hear fireworks whooshing
Taste hot chocolate
See leaves changing colour

Now give your pupils an autumn 
topic or let them choose one to 
write about.

The theme can be their title, “My 
Bonfire Night Sense Poem”, etc.

The layout of a sense poem is:
I can see...
I can hear...
I can feel...
I can taste...
I can smell...

The senses can be written in 
any order, and senses can be 
repeated, but a good sense 
poem has each sense appear 
at least once.
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Here’s a quick guide to help your pupils write an autumn-themed sense poem.
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Spooky Riddle Activity

How to Write a Spooky Riddle
Here’s a quick guide to help your 
pupils write a riddle poem inspired by 
Halloween!

A riddle poem should...

• Try to have at least 6 clues
• Use present tense
• Use lots of description
• Try to trick the reader
• Have a clever title
• Finish with the question, who or 

what am I?

Talk to your class about spooky 
things they could write a poem 
about such as a witch, a spooky 
cat, a pumpkin or a ghost!

Pick one to write a class riddle 
poem about... we think a cat is a 
good place to start!

Write: The answer is “cat” at the 
bottom of the board / piece of 
paper

Talk about how you can describe 
a cat without saying its name... 
how about “The Milk Drinker” or 
“A Witch’s Friend”? Choose one 
for a clever title!

Now talk about what a witch’s cat 
might do and make notes.

Start to write the riddle poem 
from the cat’s point of view...
I am a milk drinker,
I chase frogs and bats,
My best friend is magic,
I like to play in the night-time,
I can make a noise like an engine 
rumbling,
I am soft and smooth but I can 
scratch,
What am I?

Now give your pupils a spooky 
word or let them choose one to 
write their riddle poem about.

Share your poems as a class, 
can you all guess the answers?
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