
Recommended
Reads

Here are some fantastic recommended 
reads to help your children fall in love 
with reading, books and poetry!

The Puffin Book of 
Fantastic First 
Poems
By June Crebbin
Publisher: Penguin Random 
House Children’s UK
ISBN: 9780141308982

A great first poetry book; 
the poems span time, from 

Robert Louis Stevenson and Walter de la Mare right 
up to date with Roger McGough and Michael Rosen. 
Themes covered, such as mealtimes, playtime, 
animals, family, and bedtime, really appeal to little 
learners.

Bow-Tie Pasta: 
Acrostic Poems 
By Brian P. Cleary, illustrated by 
Andy Rowland
Publisher:  Millbrook Press
ISBN: 9781467781077

Acrostic? What kind of stick 
is that? Actually, it’s a poem! 

Award-winning author Brian P. Cleary shows how 
even the wackiest words can make an acrostic poem 
in this fun collection.

Winter: An 
Alphabet Acrostic
By Steven Schnur, illustrated 
by Leslie Evans
Publisher: Clarion Books
ISBN: 9780618023745

A vibrant alphabet book, 
filled with linoleum-cut illustrations, contains twenty-
six acrostic poems that capture the many joys and 
wonders of winter, from sledding downhill on newly 
fallen snow to animals nestled deep in underground 
burrows.

I Don’t Like Poetry
By Joshua Seigal 
Publisher: Bloomsbury Publishing PLC
ISBN: 9781472930033

Shortlisted for the Laugh Out Loud 
Awards - the UK’s only prize for funny 
children’s books. Packed full of silly, 
funny, or downright hilarious poems 

(with a few serious ones mixed in) this brilliant 
collection from exciting young poet, Joshua Seigal 
is perfect for fans of Michael Rosen and anyone else 
who needs a giggle.If you like poetry, you’ll like this 
book. And if you don’t like poetry you’ll LOVE it!

Crazy Mayonnaisy Mum
By Julia Donaldson, illustrated by 
Nick Sharratt
Publisher: Pan Macmillan
ISBN: 9781447293224

Crazy Mayonnaisy Mum is packed 
with all sorts of poems and rhymes 
including a sequence of number 

rhymes, action rhymes, noisy rhymes and more 
thoughtful pieces too.

Crazy Mayonnaisy Mum is a fantastic collection of 
funny, silly and entertaining poems children will love.

A Science and Poetic Safari: Animal 
Acrostic Poems
By Stacy Shaneyfelt, 
illustrated by Rebeka Szucs
Publisher: Independently 
published on Amazon
ISBN: 9798708539014

This is a kid-friendly, visual, 
and informative book that 

merges animal facts with poetry and art! 
Besides improving reading, vocabulary, and 
speech skills, young readers will also adore 
the clever blend of scientific knowledge about 
adorable and famous animals such as red 
pandas, puffins, moose, komodo dragons, and 
more!

Poems About 
Emotions 
By Brian Moses
Publisher: Wayland
ISBN: 9781526303073

This anthology of poems, 
compiled by Brian Moses, 

contains a mix of light-hearted poems and 
more serious ones, poems that rhyme and 
those that don’t. There are plenty of good ‘read 
alouds’, thumping choruses, and the sort of 
poems that children can use as models for their 
own writing.

Includes poems by James Carter, Penny Kent, 
Kate Williams, James Berry, Jasimuddin, Roger 
Stevens, Mike Barfield, John Foster, Clare Bevan, 
Joshua Seigal, Alison Chisholm, Nick Toczek, 
Laura Mucha, Debra Bertulis, Ed Boxall, Marian 
Swinger and Brian Moses.


