
Make the 4 ACCA 
sittings work for you



Find out what is changing
At BPP we want to give you the best chance to get ahead in your Accountancy 
career. With the introduction of the four sittings we have put together our 
recommendations of what these changes mean and what your options are. We are 
here to help and support you every step of the way throughout the qualification.

What do you need to know?
• ACCA are introducing four sittings per year, starting with a pilot 

sitting in September 2015

• The sittings will be March, June, September and December

• You will have greater flexibility allowing you to choose how to 

progress through the qualification

• The extra sittings are really beneficial if you ever have to resit 

an exam

• This change impacts you after you have completed papers F1  to F4

Planning your studies
We recommend you aim to complete four exams per year. In the past to achieve this, you would have needed to sit two exams per sitting.  

More exam sittings mean you have more flexibility around when you sit your exams. To work towards passing four exams per year we 

recommend one of the following approaches:



Little and Often 
You may have felt overwhelmed doing two papers at the same 

time despite the synergies of doing certain papers together. From 

September 2015 you will have the option to do one paper at a 

time, without losing momentum as you’ll be able to do four papers 

per year. To make the most of the time available we recommend 

that you start studying for your next paper before you’ve had the 

results of the previous paper you’ve just sat.

Advantages
• Concentrate on a single paper at a time

• Regular study will enable you to get into a pattern of study

Disadvantages
• It may feel like you are not getting a break

• You may start studying the next paper before you know the 

result for the previous paper you sat

Strictly speaking you have an almost infinite number of options, but 
there are three approaches we would recommend
• Little and Often
• Regular Breaks
• Combination
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Regular Breaks
When there was only the June and December sitting it was common 

practice to study two papers at a time which meant that you had a 

break from your studies in between each of these sittings. You can 

continue to do that, either studying to March and September or June 

and December. The other sittings in between could then be used as 

a resit sitting if an exam did not go as well as expected. This means 

you are still achieving the recommended target of completing four 

exams per year.

Advantages
• You get a break from your studies for a few months in  

between sittings

Disadvantages
• Two papers may feel challenging at the higher levels

• You may need to be flexible with your chosen mode of study
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Combination 
You like the idea of spreading out your studies a little, but because of 

work commitments some parts of the year are busier than others. Or 

maybe you just want to have a bit of a ‘break’ at some point in the year 

(for example for a summer holiday). You could try a mixture of the 

other two approaches, and have a 2 + 1 + 1 approach.

You could choose one sitting to have a break from studying such as 

the busy first quarter leading up to March, and then do two papers to 

June because things slow down, then one paper to September and 

one paper to December.

Advantages
• You get the balance of breaks from studying and spreading out 

the papers making your studying more manageable 

• You can still sit four papers a year

Disadvantages
• You may start studying the next paper before you get the results 

for your previous paper

• You may need to be flexible with your chosen mode of study
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What else do you need to know?
Who does this effect?
This affects students studying papers F5 onwards. Remember 

that papers F1 – F4 are all available as Computer Based Exams on 

Demand. This means you can already sit these papers at almost 

any point throughout the year. So the increased frequency has the 

biggest impact when you get to paper F5 upwards.

What does this mean for existing students?
The biggest question for most is “How many exams should I sit 

in one go?”, coupled with “When should I sit my exams?”. It has 

always been useful to take a big picture view of your exam route, 

but even more so now there are the four sittings in March, June, 

September and December.

We recommend you aim to complete four exams per year to 

enable you to progress through the qualification at a steady pace. 

Previously, with only two exam sittings, most students would study 

two papers each sitting. 

Why should I aim for four exams a year?
Completing four exams a year means you could complete 10 

exams (F5 – P7) in approximately two and a half years. So students 

that do two per year would take five years to complete 10 exams.

What if I fail an exam?
If you are unsuccessful with one of your exam attempts, we 

recommend you reattempt the paper at the next available sitting. 

Having studied the paper before, a revision course is the best 

option to get you back on track.

Should you be studying another paper at the same time, and wish 

to concentrate on your resit, BPP will be offering free deferments to 

the next sitting if you need it.

What if I want to do “little and often” but have to wait for my 
results to book my next exam?
BPP will be piloting an intensive programme to the December 2015 

exams, which will allow students to study a new paper after the 

September results have been released.

This programme is called intensive because it will be just that – 

intensive. You will still need to do the same amount of work in 

order to give yourself the best chance of success, but it will be 

compressed into a shorter amount of time. So we only recommend 

this programme if you can commit at least 10-15 study hours per 

week. to this programme and you only commit to studying for one 

exam so you can dedicate yourself exclusively to the paper. If you 

interested in this programme please register your interest today.

What if I want to start studying early?
Starting early is the best option, as you will be maximising the 

time you have available to prepare, as well as allowing yourself 

the opportunity to apply your learning to your role at work. BPP’s 

courses will be available six months ahead, so that you can book 

for the March 2016 sitting in October for example, so you can plan 

ahead. This is particularly beneficial if you intend to study two 

papers in the sitting.


