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Welcome by Director of Programmes and Programme Leader 
 
“The Guiding Principles of BPP University are: providing an excellent student 
experience, being innovative and close to employers in our programme design 
and delivery, to teach and to practise the highest standards of ethical behaviour, 
to be innovative in programme design and uphold our tradition of professionals 
teaching professionals” 
 
The LLM [Law Conversion] is an innovative programme designed to prepare you for the 
vocational stage of legal training and ultimately for practice as a solicitor or barrister.   
 
Following successful completion of the LLM [Law Conversion] you will have acquired a 
sound foundation of legal knowledge along with the skills necessary to analyse legal 
problems and to formulate appropriate solutions. Throughout the LLM [Law Conversion], 
the ‘black-letter law’ will be put into a real-world context, taking into account the 
commercial, ethical and social context in which practitioners must operate.  
 
The LLM [Law Conversion] is delivered using a combination of face to face and online 
teaching. This will give you a great deal of flexibility in choosing how best to navigate 
your way through the programme, guided by us every step of the way. 
 
You will also be able to complement your studies on the LLM [Law Conversion] with 
extracurricular activities, ranging across mooting, debating and pro bono work.  
 
In summary, we have designed a distinctively flexible, practical and relevant programme 
of legal education, in the broadest sense, to equip you for the next stage of legal training 
and beyond. We wish you the best of luck in your studies with us.  
 
Julian Davies and Kate Hutchings 
Director of LLM [Law Conversion] Programme  
Programme Leader LLM [Law Conversion] Programme 
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1.  Introduction to the Programme 
 

Details 
 

Programme Title LLM [Law Conversion] 

Qualification LLM [Law Conversion] 

Awarding Body BPP University 

Programme Accreditation Self-Certification that the programme meets the 
Academic Stage regulations certified to the SRA on 
behalf of SRA and BSB 
https://sra.org.uk/students/courses/CPE-GDL-course-
providers.page 

 

1.1  Overview of Programme 
 
The LLM [Law Conversion] prepares you for the vocational stage of legal training by 
giving you a foundation of legal knowledge and developing the core cognitive, 
professional and general transferable skills necessary for practice. It is designed and 
validated to fulfil the Academic Stage of training as set out in the Academic Stage 
regulations of the SRA and BSB (Bar Standards Board). Successful completion of the 
programme allows a student to progress on to the Legal Practice Course (LPC) or Bar 
Professional Training Course (BPTC). 
 
The Programme is composed of nine modules at masters degree level (m-level, level 7) 
benchmarked against the National Framework for Higher Education Qualifications set by 
the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education.  
 
The first module on the programme is a module on the English Legal System and 
Method. This is designed to allow non-law students to understand and be able to access 
a new subject of cognate study. After the ELS module, you will study the seven 
foundation areas of legal practice and receive extensive tuition in lectures and seminars. 
The remaining eighth area of law is a supervised Research Project, in a subject which 
falls outside the foundation modules. 
 

1.2  The foundation modules 
 

The LLM [Law Conversion] is regulated by the Bar Standards Board (BSB) and Solicitors 
Regulation Authority (SRA). The SRA and BSB lay down certain areas which must be 
covered in the programme known as the ‘Foundation’ modules.  
 
Although the terminology used for these areas differs between institutions, the content 
is broadly the same. At BPP Law School, you will study the following: 

 Constitutional and Administrative Law (including Human Rights) 

 Law of the European Union 

 Criminal Law 

 Contract Law 

 The Law of Tort 

 Land Law 

 Equity and Trusts 
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The Law of the European Union and Human Rights, in addition to being taught primarily 
in the above modules, are also taught ‘pervasively’. This means that Human Rights or 
European Law issues will often fall to be considered in the other five foundation modules 
as well as in the ELS module and Research Project. 
 

1.3  How will I study on the programme? 
 
In the English Legal System and Method and foundation modules, you will be taught 
through a combination of lectures and seminars.  
 
Online Recorded Lectures aim to give you an overview of the topic area and the key 
black-letter law building upon your directed pre-reading to: 

 Outline key principles, with reference to relevant cases and statutes. 

 Highlight areas of controversy and debate. 

 Put the law into a socio-economic, ethical and, where relevant, international 
context. 

 
 
Seminars aim to develop your skills, in particular: 

 your ability to apply the law to real-life situations you might face in practice; 

 your ability to analyse cases and statutes and draw appropriate conclusions in the 
context of giving advice to clients; 

 your ability to communicate your arguments both orally and in writing; 

 your ability to work with your peers, both competitively and in teams; 

 your ability to evaluate the strength and weakness of opposing arguments; and 

 your ability to receive and act on feedback from tutors in class. 
 
Seminars are of two hours’ duration and held once per fortnight per module. EU Law is 
a half-module and is taught in semester one only. 
 
Seminars employ an enquiry-based learning approach that places students at the centre 
of the learning process.  The emphasis in class will be on collaborative and active 
engagement with the law in a supportive environment.  Students will take responsibility 
for seeking evidence to support their analysis of the given questions.  Students will have 
greater independence (than GDL students for example) to make decisions relating to the 
materials they are studying.   
 
So if a student was interested in the legal practice area of immigration, they could explore 
that area when considering judicial review in Constitutional and Administrative Law for 
example.  The two-hour seminars will also allow for students to pool their collective 
knowledge and understanding.  If students have done work experience in a Citizens 
Advice Bureau, it may be that they have relevant practical insights into the Rule of Law 
as a result.  Students will be encouraged to present evidence to support their responses 
and analysis. 
 
Fortnightly Online Office Hours are an innovative feature on the LLM [Law 
Conversion] programme. They take place in our online Adobe Connect classroom in 
each module on a fortnightly basis and last for two hours. In these Office Hours, your 
LLM module tutors will be available to students to: 
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 Assist students in their learning on the module and programme 

 Answer questions and points arising from that fortnight’s lecture and reading 
material 

 Discuss the material which was covered in the previous topic seminar and 
engage in open, in-depth academic discussion of topics discussed in seminars   

 Support students academically generally on their progress on the module 

 Support students in their exploration of the areas of depth brought up in the 
lecture and reading materials prior to the seminar 

 
The programme team believe these dedicated tutor contact points will provide students 
on the programme with an invaluable resource during the year as they progress through 
the topics on their modules. The opportunity to interact in a dedicated environment with 
their module tutors is an innovative design feature on academic stage professional 
programmes.   
 
Research methodology 
 
Students will be taught to systematically apply a practical legal scholarship approach as 
part of an intellectual enterprise through which to critically evaluate the law and 
communicate their arguments.  Practical legal scholarship is the way that students will 
be asked to think about law which will impact the critical discussions they have, the 
resource materials used, arguments made and structure of their Practical Legal 
Scholarship Projects.   
 
The chosen methodology is in line with BPP’s definition of scholarship – the application 
of the most current knowledge of a discipline or professional specialism to broader 
activities and practice, communicated in ways which are validated by peers and influence 
others beyond the institution (Boyer, 1990).   
 
The Research Project Development Team decided to focus on the practical legal 
scholarship methodology for the LLM [Law Conversion], as it best suits the personal and 
professional goals of students enrolled on such a course, as a stepping stone into legal 
practice.  The Practical Legal Scholarship approach will be reflected in the kind of 
questions asked of students in assessments.  While many of the students have not yet 
had experience of the legal profession, the course will encourage them to ask practice-
relevant questions.   
 
The LLM [Law Conversion] will inevitably guide students to ask complex expository 
questions such as what law applies to this client’s issue?  The course will also require 
students to ask evaluative questions about whether the law could be improved to allow 
for the client’s issue to be resolved more quickly or in a more cost-effective manner.  The 
Practical Legal Scholarship approach was chosen over other jurisprudential 
methodologies (such as natural law) or even critical methodologies (such as Marxism or 
feminist theory.  
 
Research Supervision sessions are timetabled so that students have the opportunity 
to meet with a tutor with specific academic knowledge and/or practical experience in a 
particular area of law.  
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2.   Assessment 
 

2.1  Overview 
 

The course is mainly assessed via unseen, written examinations. Approximately 50% of 
your final aggregate weighting is reserved for your performance in the end of year 
examinations. The remainder is split between the Research Project, Coursework in CA 
and ET modules and multiple choice testing in the EU Law module. In addition, you must 
study the English Legal System and Method module. The self-assessment test on this 
module is graded on a pass / fail basis and does not count towards your final aggregate. 
The pass mark for all assessments is 50%. For the overall rationale behind the 
assessment package. f this Handbook]. There are many opportunities to receive 
feedback in regard to these assessments as outlined below. 
 

2.2  What is the weighting of each assessment? 
 

 
Unit 

 
Mode of assessment 

 
Weighting 

1. Law of Contract 3 hour exam 11% 

2. Law of Tort 3 hour exam 11% 

3. Constitutional & Administrative Law 4,500 Word Project 11% 

4. Criminal Law 3 hour exam 11% 

5. Land Law 3 hour exam 11% 

6. Equity & Trusts 4,500 Word Project 11% 

7. European Union Law 2 hour Computer 
Based Assessment 
(CBA) 

6% 

8. English Legal System and Method Non-Credit bearing 0% 

9. Research Project 9,000 word essay 28% 

 Total 100% 
 

* The English Legal System and Method module (‘ELSM’) is non-credit bearing and 
self-assessment.  However, students are required to complete all taught and self-study 
parts of the ELSM module in order to remain on the course.  
 

2.3  Do I have to pass every unit of assessment? And, if so, how many 
opportunities do I get to resit?   

 

The general rule is that each unit of assessment must be passed. However, in certain 
circumstances, if a candidate fails one assessment only with a score between 45-50%, 
the Board of Examiners may, in the exercise of its discretion, decide to compensate that 
failure and award an LLM [Law Conversion].    
 
There are two resit opportunities in each unit of assessment. However, you may have to 
wait until the following academic year in order to resit an assessment, depending upon 
the nature of the assessment failed and your mode of study.  
 
The maximum mark that you can obtain on a resit is 50%. This means that even if you 
pass a resit obtaining an actual mark of say 70%, the formal mark will still be 50%. This 
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operates as a cap on the final mark to acknowledge the fact that it has taken two or more 
attempts to achieve that mark. 
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2.4  How does the grading system work? 

 
General outline 
 

Award Aggregate score 
generally required 

Other points to note 

Distinction 70%+ A fail in any assessment precludes this 
award 

Merit 60%-69% A fail in any assessment precludes this 
award 

Pass LLM [Law 
Conversion] 

50-59% N/A  

 

2.5  What happens if I narrowly miss out on a Distinction or Merit? 
 
There are limited circumstances in which, despite having narrowly failed to achieve the 
threshold for these awards, if a candidate’s aggregate score is deemed to be marginally 
below that required, the Board of Examiners may nonetheless confer a Merit or 
Distinction.  
 
For details of the requirements here, please see the Examinations and Assessments 
Regulations set out at the back of this Handbook at Section 10. Please note however 
that awards on this basis are relatively uncommon.  
 
The prohibition on the award of a Distinction or Merit if a candidate has failed any 
assessment is a Professional, Statutory and Regulatory Body (PSRB) rule which the 
Board of Examiners has no authority to waive.   
 

2.6  What happens if I am ill before or during an assessment? 
 
BPP University operates a "fit to sit" policy. This means that, if you attend an assessment, 
you are deemed to be "fit to sit" that assessment and may not later submit an application 
for mitigating circumstances relating to impaired performance due to illness (for example) 
or another mitigating factor that existed before the assessment started. You will need to 
sign an examination sheet before the assessment confirming that you are fit to sit.  
 
However, if you are affected by unforeseen circumstances beyond your control during 
an assessment, then you may have grounds for an application for mitigating 
circumstances. For further information, please consult the Registry section of the VLE 
under the tab labelled “When Things Go Wrong” or contact the Office of Regulation and 
Compliance (ORC) on orc@bpp.com. 
 
If you are aware of circumstances which may impair your performance prior to an 
assessment, then you should consider making a deferral application. For further 
information, see the Registry tab on the VLE labelled “When Things Go Wrong” or 
contact the ORC.  
 

  

mailto:orc@bpp.com
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2.7  Distance Learning Students; Sitting Invigilated Assessments 
Overseas or at a Regional BPP Law School 

 

Students studying the Distance Learning mode are studying exactly the same LLM [Law 
Conversion] as all other LLM students. 
 
The Distance Learning mode is fully integrated with our face-to-face programmes and 
distance learning students have the same opportunity to do well as all other students 
studying the LLM.  
 
The main difference is that distance learning students enter the classroom for tutorials 
through the door of their computer rather than a physical door at the Law School. While 
you may study the programme full-time or part-time, you study the same modules, to the 
same teaching schedule, sessions and structure, using the same virtual learning 
environment (VLE), texts and materials as students studying those modules on our full-
time face-to-face programme. You are also assessed in those modules at the same time 
with the same assessments. 
 
For those reasons, all the general information in this handbook about the LLM applies 
equally to Distance Learning LLM students. 
 
Distance Learning LLM [Law Conversion] students are expected (and enrolled) to take 
any invigilated assessments in London with London based face-to-face LLM [Law 
Conversion] students.  However, they may request to sit these assessments overseas 
or at a regional BPP law school through our Examinations Department.  Some LLM [Law 
Conversion] assessments are invigilated, which means that they must be taken in 
controlled conditions with independent supervision of the assessment taking place.  
While we will support and facilitate distance learning students sitting their invigilated 
assessments away from London where we can, sitting those assessments overseas or 
regionally is not guaranteed.  Sitting overseas will not be approved unless our 
Examinations Department’s requirements can be fully satisfied, and sitting regionally 
depends on whether the assessments are being offered at the regional Law School 
requested and if there is room.  Full information about sitting assessments overseas or 
regionally is provided during induction and on the VLE. 
 
 

3.   The Award 
 

3.1  Overview 
 
Upon successful completion of the programme you will be awarded an LLM [Law 
Conversion] by BPP University. This is a level 7 award (see above). The LLM [Law 
Conversion] is regulated by the SRA and BSB under the Joint Statement. 
 

3.2  Credits  
 
Academic awards in the UK carry a credit allocation. This is generally measured by the 
‘notional hours of study’ a programme carries, i.e. the number of hours a typical student 
would have to devote to study in order to successfully complete the programme. 
Obviously this is not an exact science. Some students will take a shorter, some a longer 
amount of time to cover the same material. Nonetheless, this is a useful indicator of the 
intensity of a course.    
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Our LLM [Law Conversion] carries 180 credits, based on around 1800 notional hours of 
study.  The Credit weighting for each module is as follows: 
 

Constitutional and Administrative Law 20 credits 
Contract Law 20 credits 
Law of Tort 20 credits 
Criminal Law 20 credits 
Law of Equity and Trusts 20 credits 
Land Law 20 credits 
Law of the European Union 10 credits 
Research Project 50 credits 

 
 
The English Legal System and Method module is a non-credit bearing module at level 6, 
but students must study this module in order to remain on the programme. 
 

4.   Aims and Rationale of the LLM [Law Conversion] 
 

4.1  Overview 
 

The broad aims and rationale of the LLM [Law Conversion] are hinted at above, as are 
the learning outcomes for the programme, which are implicit in the learning and teaching 
model which we have adopted.  
 
What follows here is what is commonly referred to as a ‘Programme Specification’. This 
contains what amounts to a list of the aims and learning outcomes of the LLM [Law 
Conversion], but contextualised against the learning and teaching/assessment strategies 
used to achieve/demonstrate them.  
 
What you will find here is a broad outline of the knowledge and skills you should emerge 
with from the LLM [Law Conversion] programme. Of course, this will require a substantial 
commitment from you, as indicated by the notional hours of study set out above. Our 
commitment is to provide you with the best opportunity of achieving these outcomes. The 
rest is up to you!    
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5.  LLM [Law Conversion] Aims and Learning Outcomes 
 
Programme Aims 
 
The aim of the LLM [Law Conversion] is to:  
 

 provide you with an integrated academic and professional training environment 
conceived and structured to enable you to gain the knowledge, understanding and 
skills to pursue and sustain careers in professional legal practice; 
 

 provide the non-law graduate with an academically rigorous programme of legal 
education in preparation for entry onto the Vocational Stage of legal training and, 
ultimately, for practice as a legal professional; and  
 

 develop core legal knowledge and provide the foundation competencies required 
for subsequent legal practice. 

 
Programme Learning Outcomes 

 
Learning outcomes describe what you should know and be able to do if you make full 
use of the opportunities for learning that the Programme provides.  
 
Knowledge and Understanding 
 

Ref A. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate a practical and systemic knowledge and understanding of the 
workings (i.e. the main institutions and procedures) of the English legal system 
and its sources and development; 

2 demonstrate a critical awareness of: the sources of law and how law is made 
and developed; the institutions within which law is administered and the 
personnel who practise law; 

3 demonstrate a systematic knowledge, understanding and application of the 
doctrines and principles underpinning the law of England and Wales and a 
critical awareness of current problems and insights at the forefront of the 
discipline; 

4 demonstrate an ability to critically evaluate current research and practical 
scholarship in an eighth area of law outside the Foundations of Legal 
Knowledge; and  

5 demonstrate systematic knowledge and conceptual understanding of a range 
of legal concepts, values, principles and rules of law, critically evaluating the 
relationships between them and where appropriate to propose new insights and  
evaluations. 

 
Cognitive Skills 
 

Ref B. Students should be able to: 

1 deal with complex legal issues systematically, making sound judgements and 
communicating  findings clearly and accurately in English using appropriate 
legal terminology; 

2 analyse practical legal problems logically and provide a range of solutions to 
them informed by critical evaluation of their merits; 
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3 analyse primary legal source materials such as cases and statutes and apply 
the law derived from this data to the solution of practical legal problems; 

3 critically evaluate and synthesise doctrinal arguments surrounding particular 
areas of law and construct a coherent argument from relevant data; and 

4 process a large quantity of complex data and apply that information to the 
resolution of individual problems. 

 
Professional Skills and Attitudes 
 

Ref C. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the intellectual, practical and 
electronic skills applicable to legal research together with a practical 
understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are used 
to create and interpret knowledge in law, and apply these skills in order to make 
personal and reasoned judgments in the areas of law studied, including through 
self-direction; 

2 demonstrate a critical understanding of the ethical and policy issues which 
underpin civil and criminal law within the English legal system; 

3 listen effectively to others, with a view to extracting relevant information, 
identifying gaps in information and / or distilling key points in order to form a 
coherent critique; and 

4 demonstrate an ability to work independently and with originality in tackling and 
solving problems and overall act as autonomous professionals. 

 
General Transferable Skills 
 

Ref D. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate transferable skills for employment requiring the exercise of 
personal responsibility, independent learning, and the exercise of initiative in 
complex and unpredictable situations; 

2 critically evaluate their own progress and independent learning for continuing 
professional development;  

3 demonstrate an ability to make decisions with complex and unpredictable 
information and/or data; and 

4 demonstrate an ability to evaluate and apply concepts learned in one area to 
another. 

 

These Learning Outcomes reflect those that will be achieved for the LLM [Law 
Conversion] award. There are no exit points on the programme. 
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6. Diagram of Outcomes Leading to Award 
 
 

LLM [Law Conversion] 
180 Credits 

 
Assessment  

Module Credit 
Rating 

Work for Assessment Requirement 
for Award 

Weighting for 
Classification 

English Legal 
System and 
method 

0 credits 
Level 6 

CBA Assessment for 1 hour on a Pass/Fail 
Basis with pass mark at 50% 

Compulsory 0% 
Pass/Fail only 

Contract Law 20 credits 
Level 7 

Formative 
1. 6 MCQ based problem questions (20% 

weighting); and 
2. Two from a choice of three questions, 

a mixture of long form problem based 
questions and essay questions  (80% 
weighting). 

As part of the seminar preparation and 
consolidation expected of students, sample 
MCQs will be given to provide regular 
practice of this part of the assessment.    
 
Summative 
1. 6 x MCQ based problem questions 

(20% weighting); and 
2. Two from a choice of three long form 

questions (80% weighting). 

Compulsory 11% 

Tort Law 20 credits 
Level 7 

Formative 
1. 6 MCQ based problem questions (20% 

weighting); and 
2. Two from a choice of three long form 

problem based questions (80% 
weighting). 

As part of the seminar preparation expected 
of students, sample MCQs will be given to 
provide regular practice of this part of the 
assessment.    
 
Summative 
1. 6 x MCQ based problem questions 

(20% weighting); and 
2. Two from a choice of three long form 

questions (80% weighting). 
3.  

Compulsory 11% 

Constitutional and 
Administrative 
Law 

20 credits 
Level 7 

Formative 
Students will have an opportunity to do one 
formative assessment which will be 
indicatively graded to inform the student of 
their current progress. The formative 
assessment will be an answer to an essay 
question and/ or client scenario which 
covers multiple issues.    
 
Summative 
The summative assessment will take the 
form of a seen essay question and/or client 
scenario which covers multiple issues.  The 
word limit will be 4,000 words.   
 

Compulsory 11% 

Criminal Law 20 credits 
Level 7 

Formative 
1. 6 MCQ based problem questions (20% 

weighting); and 
2. Two from a choice of three long form 

problem based questions (80% 
weighting). 

As part of the seminar preparation expected 
of students, sample MCQs will be given to 
provide regular practice of this part of the 
assessment.    
 

Compulsory 11% 

Commented [A1]: Kate I just (tracked changed) all of these 
weightings.  
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Summative 
1. 6 x MCQ based problem questions 

(20% weighting); and 
2. Two from a choice of three long form 

questions (80% weighting). 
 

Land Law 20 credits 
Level 7 

Formative 
1. 6 MCQ based problem questions (20% 

weighting); and 
2. Two from a choice of three long form 

problem based questions (80% 
weighting). 

As part of the seminar preparation expected 
of students, sample MCQs will be given to 
provide regular practice of this part of the 
assessment.    
 
Summative 
1. 6 x MCQ based problem questions 

(20% weighting); and 
2. Two from a choice of three long form 

questions (80% weighting). 

Compulsory 11% 

Equity and Trusts 20 credits 
Level 7 

Formative 
Students will have an opportunity to do one 
formative assessment which will be 
indicatively graded to inform the student of 
their current progress. The formative 
assessment will be an answer to an essay 
question and/ or client scenario which 
covers multiple issues.    
 
Summative 
The summative assessment will take the 
form of a seen essay question and/or client 
scenario which covers multiple issues.  The 
word limit will be 4,000 words.   

Compulsory 11% 

EU Law 10 credits 
Level 7 

Formative  
Students will be given the opportunity to 
answer practice MCQs  
 
Summative  
Computer based MCQ assessment    

Compulsory 6% 

Research Project 50 credits 
Level 7 

Formative 
Research Project outline submitted to 
supervisor 
 
Summative 
7,000 word Research Project  

Compulsory 28% 

Please note that there are no interim qualifications.  
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7. Overall Learning and Teaching Strategy 
 
Learning and Teaching Strategy 
 
The BPP University LLM [Law Conversion] programme is taught by practically focused 
research-aware staff through a mix of tutor-led presentations, student-led sessions and 
discussions, work in small groups and student presentations, as well as independent learning 
and project work. 
 
The programme is supported by a wide range of online facilities based on an interactive  
e-learning environment that uses computer assisted technology to enhance the learning 
process. This is accomplished by establishing both an on-campus and online learning 
environment that exposes students to new information; so new ideas can be expressed, new 
skills can be practised and all learners can engage in cooperative and supportive interactions 
with lecturers, tutors and other students. In addition, the learning and teaching will benefit 
participants both personally and professionally by being relevant and applicable to real-world 
settings. 
 
There are at least 12 contact hours per week (through a combination of dedicated online office 
hours and seminars). You are expected to spend an average of four hours’ preparation and 
follow-up work for each seminar per week. In some weeks you will be expected to spend 
longer than this, especially in weeks where you have a formative assessment to complete. 
You will also need to consolidate as you progress through each module and the programme, 
and on average you will be expected to spend approximately 40 hours per week on contact 
and independent study. Seminars will focus on critical thinking and evaluation in line with 
learning outcomes for Level 7. This will ensure differentiation in learning experience of 
postgraduate students on the Graduate Diploma in Law (GDL).  
 
Recorded Lectures 
 
Your weekly lectures will be delivered by way of  pre-recorded lectures which will be recorded 
and made available on our virtual learning environment (VLE) 24 hours a day seven days a 
week. Each lecture will last for between one and two hours and cover the core information 
relevant to each week of study. Lectures are accessible in a variety of formats making them 
available via computer, smartphone (e.g. iPhone), MP3 player and so on. Each lecture will be 
accompanied by a two-hour fortnightly classroom-based seminar in small groups (15 to 18 
students). 
 
The e-learning approach used for facilitating the Law School modules, to enhance the learning 
experience for students, can be divided into three approaches: asynchronous, synchronous 
and broadcast: 
 
• Asynchronous can be defined as the component of the course which uses online 

resources that are available to the students to enhance their learning experience through 
independent work involving a range of multi-media resources and online material to 
meet course objectives. Within this approach, interaction with course tutors and other 
students is mainly facilitated using emails, discussion boards and blogs situated within 
the virtual learning environment. 

• Synchronous is defined as the real-time or face-to-face component of the learning 
experience that is facilitated within the on-campus brick and mortar classroom. Within 
this approach interaction with other students, lecturers and tutors occurs at a set time 
and date within a classroom environment that will be facilitated for at least two hours 
each week per module. 
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• Broadcast, this component of the learning experience involves pre-recorded lectures, 
presentations, or podcasts that can be accessed 24 hours a day seven days a week via 
the virtual learning environment in preparation for synchronous or asynchronous 
learning experiences. Pre-recorded lectures will consist of one-hour recordings that 
cover the information relevant to each week of study, bringing the total didactic lecture 
time to one hour for each learning week per module. The lectures will be further 
supported by occasional short podcasts that reinforce the learning objectives of the 
lectures. Both lectures and podcasts will be accessible in a variety of formats making 
them available via computer, iPhone, MP3 player and so on. 

 
All three components of the e-learning approach to facilitating teaching and learning will be 
part of the BPP University student experience regardless of the mode of study you choose to 
follow. 
 
Fortnightly Online Office hours 
 
For all Modules there are fortnightly Online Office Hours, which take place in our online Adobe 
Connect classroom. These sessions are interactive and students are encouraged to engage 
in in-depth academic discussion of legal principles. 
 
The programme team believe these dedicated tutor contact points will provide students on the 
programme with an invaluable resource during the year as they progress through the topics 
on their modules. The opportunity to interact in a dedicated environment with their module 
tutors is an innovative design feature on academic stage professional programmes. 
 
 
Fortnightly Seminars 
 
For all modules except the Research Module, seminars are two-hour fortnightly classes which 
are interactive and discursive. They differ from GDL tutorials, which are 55 minutes, weekly 
and interactively didactic. 
 
During seminars you will be discussing the content of the lecture and will be taking part in 
various tasks which will enable you to reflect on advanced topics related to the module 
syllabus as indicated and applicability to real-world settings. The learning and teaching 
strategy of the postgraduate degree programme will address the paradigm shift within Higher 
Education away from content-based towards skills-based methodologies where practically 
possible. 
 
Methodologies will include lecturer-led presentations; student led sessions and discussions; 
small group work and student presentations, as well as independent learning and project work 
which will utilise online facilities as appropriate. 
 
These sessions take place both face-to-face at the Law School and online via the Adobe 
Connect delivery platform. This online classroom provides complete tutor-to-student and 
student-to-student interaction. The online pedagogical design and ease of use ensures that 
tutors and students engage as if they were meeting in a traditional classroom. 
 
Within the Adobe classroom tutors can see and be seen by their students, who can talk to the 
class as a whole or with individual members or smaller groups within the class. Tutors can use 
a number of presentation tools (e.g. an electronic whiteboard or PowerPoint) to teach visually. 
Students and tutors can speak and hear each other. Students can raise their hands (with an 
electronic icon) indicating that they wish to ask or answer questions or to engage in discussion 
or debate. It is good practice to have a webcam of the tutor and/or the students; they can 
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share documents, use an electronic whiteboard and the tutors can place students into break-
out groups. 
 
Acquiring key skills is integral to all activities within the programme. You will develop skills in 
the use of collecting, analysing and applying information. Seminars will provide a means of 
developing all key skills, with a particular emphasis on communication and problem solving 
skills. These skills, especially problem solving skills, will be essential elements that are 
required throughout the programme. 
 
The key skills of application, research methodology and problem solving will be emphasised 
throughout the course, with specific emphasis on these areas in the various modules where 
they are taught and/or applied. 
 
Throughout the programme, there will be an emphasis on exploratory learning, student-led 
seminars, and independent research activities outside the normal ‘taught’ sessions. You will 
therefore be expected to take responsibility for your own development and not only for what 
is learnt but more particularly for how it is learnt. 
 
This opportunity to organise your learning is intended to develop attainment of the professional 
and transferable skills which are expected of graduates, for example, time management, group 
work and individual scholarship. 
 
Through peer and tutor led formative assessments and formative feedback, the programme 
teaching team will encourage, facilitate and offer guidance to you to assist in your 
development. 
 
At the same time, you will be given ample tutor-guided support in your development of 
knowledge and understanding and related skills. 
 
Throughout individual modules there will be an emphasis upon participation and student 
interaction. The lecturer is a learning facilitator and, therefore, you will be expected to arrive 
with questions/ideas, to have prepared with prior readings, and to lead parts of the session. It 
is through this method that ideas can best be examined, defended, justified and reflected 
upon. 
 
Overall the learning and teaching strategies aim to encourage the skills and culture of 
independent learning and actively discourage learner dependence. To achieve this, 
development of student based activity will build the students’ confidence and assist in their 
development as independent learners with diminishing levels of supervision over their period 
of study. 
 
A range of subject-specific learning strategies will be deployed to achieve this with the main 
approaches to teaching and learning on the programme being summarised as: 
 
• An emphasis on the role of learners in acquiring knowledge and understanding; 

• The need to move from content towards skills-based methodologies, specifically the 

skills of self-managed learning; 

• Recognition of the role of progression (evidence) through subject integration. 

A feature of the learning and teaching strategy of the programme will be the use of ‘real-world’ 
activities to provide a student-centred approach which will engage students in problem solving 
activities in a legal context. 
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Assessment Strategy 
 
This section provides you with a short description of the assessment and feedback on the 
Programme. Should you have any further queries about assessment or feedback (after you 
have read the entire programme handbook), please contact the appropriate module or 
programme leader. 
 
The Assessment Strategy for the LLM [Law Conversion] programme has been designed to 
provide students with a variety of challenges appropriate to students on a vocationally-oriented 
academic postgraduate programme. 
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Care will be taken to include formative and summative assessments which: 
 

• Provide opportunities for students to work independently and be assessed informally in 

order to develop the necessary independent research skills required at level 7; 

• Encourage the development of academic skills, of wider reading and of research; 

• Build a body of knowledge and understanding which can be applied with relevance, 

confidence and sound judgement in order to aid analysis and decision-making; 

• Provide a range of opportunities to undertake more ‘practical’ assessments relevant to, 

and requiring interface with, the real world of employment generally in terms of the 

nature and context of the task set. 

Students will receive feedback in written and/or verbal form with staff using other relevant 
exercises to provide additional formative feedback. Assessment will therefore be both 
formative (non-assessed and developmental) and summative (contributing to the module 
grade but also developmental). 
 
The assessment methods employed during this programme include:  
 
Self-Assessment Multiple Choice Test (MCT) 
This is the form of assessment used for the English Legal System and Methods module and 
is designed to assist students to check their own understanding of the module. This is not a 
summative assessment and as such has no bearing on the outcome of the award.  
 
Invigilated Written Assessments 
This is the form of assessment used for the following compulsory modules: Contract Law, Tort 
Law, Criminal Law and Land Law. It uses a combination of short MCTs and longer form 
questions.  
 
Unseen Research Project 
This is the form of assessment used for the following compulsory modules: Constitutional and 
Administrative Law and Equity and Trusts. This summative assessment will take the form of 
an essay question and/or client scenario which covers multiple issues. 
 
Invigilated Computer Based Test (CBT) 
This is the form of assessment used for EU Law. Students will be required to complete an 
extended matching computer based test (CBT) using a combination of assessment methods 
including single best answer (SBA) and extended problem scenarios. 
 
Research Project 
This is the form of assessment used for the Research Project module. Students will be 
required to complete independent research under supervision from an experienced tutor.  
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Modules 
 
The Programme is composed of modules, and these modules are linked to different levels of 
the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding Bodies set by the 
Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education. This document provides you with a module 
outline for every module you will undertake during the Programme.  To identify which modules 
are taken please see the Diagram of Outcomes Leading to Award, p. 12. 
 
Each module will consist of aims, learning outcomes, and modes of assessment.  These 
components relate to how you will receive and give feedback from and to the Programme 
team during your degree. 
 
Aims 
The LLM [Law Conversion] has explicit aims. Aims are the teaching intention of each module, 
section or entire programme – knowledge, understanding and skills that we intend to cover in 
teaching the programme.  You will be given opportunities to feed back on how the Programme 
team and visiting lectures deliver this content.   
 
Learning Outcomes 
To describe your anticipated learning rather than just the teaching on the Programme, each 
module has Learning Outcomes. A learning outcome is a statement of what you are expected 
to know, understand or be able to do at the end of the module, section or entire programme.   
 
Modes of Assessment 
As BPP University’s programmes are specifically student-centred and professionally oriented, 
we seek to accommodate a variety of learning styles and prior educational experiences, 
through the selection of assessment strategy focusing on: 
 
Criterion-referenced Assessment, where your performance is assessed against some fixed, 
set, or ‘objective’ standard which is not affected by the number of people who reach it.  
Criterion-referencing is particularly important in subjects which involve vocational competence 
(such as [activity of criteria referenced module]) 
 
Norm-referenced Assessment, where your performance is assessed by creating a comparison 
to others in your peer group employing a range of assessment tools, producing for example a 
rank order (first, second, third, etc.) regardless of the absolute level you have achieved.  Norm-
referencing is particularly important in subjects involving complex activities or performance. 
 
Self-referenced Assessment, where your progress and achievement is assessed against your 
past performance (e.g. progress made, value-added) or some estimate of future potential (e.g. 
could do better/reached your ceiling). Self-referencing is particularly important in subjects 
which promote the notion of the critical reflective practitioner (such as personal and 
professional development planning). 
 
In practice, the Programme and its modules typically involve a mixture of the above modes of 
assessment.  After each assessment (except for final examinations), you can expect to receive 
feedback on your performance. 
 

University Career-Ready Strategy 
BPP University has made its reputation on the basis of its professionally-focussed, 
practice-facing programmes. Being career-ready is at the heart of our approach to 
education. Our Career-Ready Strategy is embedded into all programmes and curriculum. 
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The aims of the Career-Ready Strategy are to: 

 Enhance the development of ‘career-ready’ skills, attributes and behaviours that 
will be of value to students throughout their careers. 

 Give students a ‘leading edge’ with employers to achieve their career goals. 

 Create an integrated University-wide approach to enabling students to become 
‘career-ready’. 

 
 
The 10 ‘Career-Ready’ Skills 
 
The University has formulated 10 career-ready skills identified by employers as critical to 
the success of their organisations and to the economy as a whole.  Students need to be 
able to articulate and demonstrate these skills, attributes and behaviours and as an 
organisation BPP is committed to building opportunities to develop or enhance these skills 
throughout their student experience. 
 
The 10 Career-Ready Skills are: 

 
The programme will enable you to develop and apply these skills.    
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8. Module Outlines 

 

English Legal System and Method 

General Information 

 

School Law School 

Level 6 

Credit Value 0 

Contact Hours Lectures: 6 Hours 

Seminars: 6 Hours 

Programme(s) LLM [Law Conversion] 

Module Leader Katharine Matheson 

Related 
Modules 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 

Post-requisites None 

Excluded 
Combinations 

None 

External Accrediting Body  
(if appropriate) 

N/A for module 

 

Introduction 

 
This module is designed to equip students with the necessary high level knowledge of the 
English Legal System as an introduction for non-law students to this LLM conversion course. 
It will also affirm their research, evaluation and decision-making skills in the context of the 
basic principles underpinning the ELS and judicial methodology. 
 

Module Learning Outcomes  

 
Knowledge and Understanding 
 

Ref A. Students should be able to demonstrate a: 

1 critical knowledge of the sources of English law, including an appreciation of the 
relationship between national and community law; 

2 critical knowledge of the structure of the English legal system, including personnel, 
hierarchy, the appeals process and the doctrine of precedent; 

3 systemic and critical understanding of the practical aspects of ethics and their 
application to practice. 

 
Cognitive Skills 
 

Ref B. Students should be able to: 

1 critically analyse cases, discerning the material facts, ratio decidendi and obiter dicta 
and derive appropriate conclusions; and 

2 critically analyse and apply statutes. 
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Professional Skills and Attitudes 
 

Ref C. Students should be able to: 

1 listen effectively to others, with a view to extracting relevant information, identifying 
gaps in information and/or distilling key points in order to form a coherent critique; 
and  

2 work effectively with other students to share practice and critical evaluation skills. 

 
General Transferable Skills 
 

Ref D. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate a sense of personal responsibility for their learning; and 

2 critique their own progress and arguments and apply concepts learned in one area 
to another; and 

3 communicate arguments coherently and effectively both orally and in writing. 

 

Mode of Assessment 

 
This module is assessed through one element of CBA assessment graded at pass/fail where 
the pass mark is 50% and does not count towards the final award. 
 

50 MCQ based problem and best answer questions  

 

The assessment is graded according to the marking and assessment criteria of the LLM [Law 
Conversion] programme. This is a self-assessment test and not formally timetabled. 

 

Key Reading 

 
Students will be directed to appropriate sections of this text during the module.   
 

Holland & Webb: Learning Legal Rules, Oxford Uni Press, 8th ed. (11 July 2013) 

 

INDICATIVE SCHEME OF WORK – English Legal System and Method 

 

Week Content Learning and Teaching Strategy 

 
Week 
1/2 

 
Historical Development and 
Sources of English Law 
 

 Introduction to 

historical background 

 Early forms of action 

 Court of Chancery and 

equity 

 The common law 

 
Reading  
 
Please review Holland & Webb: Learning 
Legal Rules, Oxford Uni Press, 8th ed. (11 July 
2013)  
 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
 
Read and prepare for a self-study introduction 
to the history, sources and institutions of the 
ELS. 
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 Sources of law 

 Court system and 

Procedure 

 
Statutory Interpretation 
 

 Methods of statutory 

interpretation 

 Linguistic 

presumptions 

 Statutory 

presumptions 

 Additional aids 

 Human Rights Act 

1998 

 
Doctrine of Precedent 
 

 Stare decisis 

 res judicata 

 distinguish between 

binding and 

persuasive precedent 

(including ratio 

decidendi and obiter 

dicta) 

 Hierarchy of the courts 

 Legal Ethics 

 Definition 

 Application to legal 

practice 

 
Legal Writing 
 

 Essay Writing 

 Answering Problem 
Questions 

 Feedback 
 

 
 
 

Lectures 
 
Lectures on the content topics. 
 
 
Reflection 
 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning outcomes 
been achieved? Identify areas where further 
research required.  
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Academic Practice and 
Referencing 

 

 How to avoid 
plagiarism 

 Referencing 
 
 
IT and Library  

  

 Introduction to the library 
space and services 

 Introduction to the Online 
Library area within the 
VLE 

 Introduction to legal 
research, with focus on 
online databases 

 
 

 
Week 
1/2 

Sources of Law 

 

 Explain the sources of 

English and European law 

 Distinguish between civil 

and criminal law 

 Distinguish between 

common law and equity 

 Describe the hierarchy of 

courts 

 Court Procedure 

Statutory Interpretation 

 

 Using different methods of 

statutory interpretation. 

 Using linguistic 

presumptions and other 

aids to statutory 

interpretation. 

 Application of the statute 

to a set of facts. 

 
 
 
 

 
Reading  
Please review Holland & Webb: Learning 
Legal Rules, Oxford Uni Press, 8th ed. (11 July 
2013) 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
 
Read and prepare for discussion of the 
seminar question set on the content topics. 
 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and bring 
those to the seminar. 
 
 
Seminars 
 
Student led activities on the SAQs and the 
pre-prepared seminar activity. 
Additional unseen activity brought by the 
lecturer for the seminar group to evaluate and 
prepare during class. 
 
Consolidation 
 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant topic content. 
 
Reflection 
 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning outcomes 
been achieved? Identify areas where further 
research required.  
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The Doctrine of Precedent 
 

 Identifying the material 

facts. 

 Identifying the ratio 

decidendi and obiter dicta. 

 Understanding how the 

rules of precedent work. 

 Application of the ratio to a 

new set of facts. 

 

Legal Ethics 

 Understanding that ethics 

involves making a 

commitment to acting with 

integrity and honesty in 

accordance with widely 

recognised moral 

principles. 

 Identifying ethics will guide 

a professional towards an 

appropriate way to behave 

in relation to moral 

dilemmas that arise in 

practice. 

 Evaluating the role ethics 

plays in serving the 

interests of consumers of 

legal services and of 

acting in the interests of 

the administration of 

justice, in which, in the 

event of a conflict, acting 

in the interests of the 

administration of justice 

prevails. 

 

Journal Articles 
 
The UK Supreme Court – Is there anything left 
to think about?, Penny Darbyshire, European 
Journal of Current Legal Issues, 2015 
http://webjcli.org/article/view/416/530 
 
Why the Privatisation of Civil Justice is a Rule 
of Law Issue, Hazel Genn, UCL, 2012 
https://www.laws.ucl.ac.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2014/08/36th-F-A-Mann-
Lecture-19.11.12-Professor-Hazel-Genn.pdf 
 
Modern Statutory Interpretation, Phillip Sales, 
Statute Law review, 2016 
https://academic.oup.com/slr/article/2351133/
Modern-Statutory-Interpretation 
 
Binding Precedent and English Judicial Law-
Making, D Vong, Kuleuven, 2011 
https://www.law.kuleuven.be/jura/art/21n3/von
g.pdf 
 
 

http://webjcli.org/article/view/416/530
https://www.laws.ucl.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/36th-F-A-Mann-Lecture-19.11.12-Professor-Hazel-Genn.pdf
https://www.laws.ucl.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/36th-F-A-Mann-Lecture-19.11.12-Professor-Hazel-Genn.pdf
https://www.laws.ucl.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/36th-F-A-Mann-Lecture-19.11.12-Professor-Hazel-Genn.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/slr/article/2351133/Modern-Statutory-Interpretation
https://academic.oup.com/slr/article/2351133/Modern-Statutory-Interpretation
https://www.law.kuleuven.be/jura/art/21n3/vong.pdf
https://www.law.kuleuven.be/jura/art/21n3/vong.pdf
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IT and Library (online on the 
VLE) 

Library research exercises: 
guidance on and practice in 
using the online databases 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Module Title Constitutional and Administrative Law 

School Law School 

Level 7 

Credit Value 20  

Contact Hours Lectures: 20 hours 

Seminars: 18 hours 

 

Programme(s) LLM [Law Conversion] 

Module Leader Neil Hurden 

Related 
Modules 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 

Post-requisites None 

Excluded 
Combinations 

None  

External Accrediting Body (if 
appropriate) 

N/A for module 

Delivery Locations  
 (please specify all centres) 

London Waterloo, Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, 
Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Online 
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RATIONALE & DELIVERY 
 

What are the educational 
aims of the module?  

The module is designed to provide students with a 
thorough introduction to the fundamental principles and 
institutions of the constitution of the United Kingdom and 
to demonstrate their operation and interaction.  Students 
will be encouraged to develop a critical and analytical 
approach to this area and to appreciate its interaction with 
the other areas of law they are studying and may study in 
the future.  The module will also relate legal theory to 
political practice and will consider the various extra-legal 
factors underlying constitutional practice.  Other major 
themes which will be studied over the course include the 
powers and responsibilities of central government, 
institutions of government, judicial control of the executive 
and the effect of both the Human Rights Act 1998 and EU 
law on the UK constitution.  The module consists of three 
sections:  
 

 Part A- fundamental principles of the UK Constitution;  

 Part B- Human Rights; and 

 Part C- Administrative Law, focusing on judicial review.  

  

What are the intended 
teaching methods (e.g. 
lecture, seminar, tutorial, 
workshop) and what is the 
ratio between them? 

Lectures: 20 hours 

Seminars: 18 hours 

 

How will the module be 
assessed?  

Formative 

Students will have an opportunity to do one formative 
assessment which will be indicatively graded to inform the 
student of their current progress. The formative 
assessment will be an answer to an essay question 
and/or client scenario which covers multiple issues.    
 
The formative assessment will occur at weeks 11 & 12 in 
the module and the format of the formative assessment 
will mirror the summative assessment in all aspects with 
the exception of the word limit.  The word limit for the 
formative assessment will be 1,500 words.   

 

Summative 

The summative assessment will take the form of a 
Practical Scholarship Research Project: a seen essay 
question and/ or client scenario which covers multiple 
issues.  The word limit will be 4,000 words.  It is 
envisaged that a distinction level Practical Scholarship 
Research Project will include content that is aligned with 
materials covered in the seminars and will include 
independent, ethical, legal research conducted by the 
student.   
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The summative assessment questions will be made 
available in weeks 15 & 16. 
 
The assessment is graded according to the marking and 
assessment criteria of the LLM [Law Conversion] 
programme.  The pass mark for the assessment is 50%.   
 
The assessment is marked on a percentage basis, and 
the Constitutional & Administrative Law mark counts 11% 
towards the final mark for degree classification of the LLM 
[Law Conversion] programme. 

 

If there is more than one 
assessment component how 
will the marks be combined? 

N/A for module 

 
RESOURCES 
 

Who will teach the module?  
(please provide CVs)  

Existing BPP Law School staff with relevant expertise.   

A sample CV of a BPP Law School staff member is 
attached.   
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MODULE LEARNING OUTCOMES  
 
Knowledge and Understanding 
 

Ref A. Students should be able to demonstrate: 

1 a systematic understanding of the history and nature of the UK constitution and its 
sources; 

2 a critical awareness of the core principles of the UK constitution, such as the 
sovereignty of Parliament, the rule of law, separation of powers and responsible 
government; 

3 the ability to evaluate critically the institutions of government, comprising 
Parliament, the executive and the judiciary, and the mechanisms of democratic 
accountability which exist in the relationship between these institutions; 

4 a systematic understanding of the process of constitutional reform in the UK, 
including reform of the House of Lords and the constitutional implications of the 
Human Rights Act 1998, devolution and the UK’s membership of the European 
Union; 

5 a critical awareness of the role human rights plays in the UK constitutional system 
and its development through the study of four key rights: liberty; fair trial; privacy; 
and expression; 

6 a systematic understanding of the context of judicial review and its relationship with 
constitutional theories and principles such as separation of powers, the rule of law 
and responsible government; 

7 a systematic understanding of the practices, procedures, principles and remedies of 
judicial review of administrative action and critical awareness of the academic 
debate surrounding this area, as well as the ability to evaluate critically current 
research in this area; and 

8 a critical awareness of the various grounds of judicial review including of developing 
areas of interest, notably the impact of the principle of proportionality on domestic 
public law. 

 
Cognitive Skills 
 

Ref B. Students should be able to: 

1 analyse a large amount of complex material and case law relating to Constitutional 
and Administrative Law rapidly and use appropriate techniques to draw practical, 
applied conclusions; 

2 critically evaluate and synthesise doctrinal arguments surrounding particular areas 
in Constitutional & Administrative Law and construct a coherent argument from 
relevant material; 

3 critically evaluate complex, contradictory and incomplete material and make a 
reasoned choice between alternative positions and solutions; and 

4 apply their knowledge of Constitutional and Administrative Law to complex factual 
matrices in order to provide clear and coherent solutions to given problems.   
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Professional Skills and Attitudes 
 

Ref C. Students should be able to: 

1 advise clients appropriately as to possible remedies in a human rights or judicial 
review case; and 

2 conduct independent legal research into new areas within the discipline, using hard 
copy and electronic resources and covering both primary and secondary sources. 

 
General Transferable Skills 
 

Ref D. Students should be able to: 

1 critique arguments and apply concepts learned in one area to another;  

2 communicate arguments coherently and effectively in writing; and 

3 use information technology in the conduct of legal research and communication of 
findings.   

 
INDICATIVE SCHEME OF WORK 
 
Module Title: Constitutional and Administrative Law 
 
Module Leader: Neil Hurden 
 
Syllabus 
 
It is currently anticipated that the course will need to adapt to the repeal of the European 
Communities Act 1972, and possibly that of the Human Rights Act 1998 too, depending on 
political developments over the next few years.   
 
Seminars  
 
Each session takes the form of a two-hour seminar.  This exploratory enquiry-led approach 
differs from tutor-led teaching in that it will be interactive and we expect students to be active 
participants in seminar discussions.  This means that students will be required to have 
prepared for the seminars by doing, as a minimum, the required reading and considering the 
questions set for each session.  
 
Student participation, initiative and personal responsibility in seminars will be encouraged via 
peer learning activities such as group presentations on seminar questions allocated by their 
tutor in advance.  Students will be encouraged to provide feedback to their peers in seminars 
using the Level 7 marking criteria by way of preparation for the summative assessment.  
Students will therefore be encouraged to research beyond the essential/required reading for 
their seminars and, if applicable, draw on any relevant practical experience of the group.   
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Skills Focus  
 
A skills focus will also be blended into the module, complementing that in the Research 
Module, in order to prepare students for the Practical Legal Scholarship Project.  

 
 

Week Content Learning and Teaching Strategy 

 

Weeks 1 & 2 

 

The UK Constitution and Responsible 
Government 

 Understand what is meant by the 
term ‘constitution’. 

 Understand the concept of 
‘constitutionalism’. 

 Know and understand the typical 
characteristics of a constitution. 

 Be able to critique the status of 
the UK Constitution and know its 
characteristics. 

 Understand the various sources 
of constitutional law in the UK.  

 Understand the nature, 
characteristics and significance 
of conventions.   

 

 The various ways in which the 
Executive is accountable to 
Parliament and the strengths and 
weaknesses of these 
procedures. 

 The conventions of collective 
and individual ministerial 
responsibility and the manner in 
which they are followed.  

 The relationship between 
ministers and civil servants and 
its bearing on ministerial 
responsibility.  

 How the Ministerial Code also 
governs this area.   

 

 

Independent Study/Preparation 

Read and prepare for discussion of the 
seminar questions on the UK Constitution 
and Responsible Government.  

 

Lectures 

Lectures on the UK Constitution 
(characteristics and sources) and 
Responsible Government.  

 

Seminar 

Exploratory peer discussions on topical 
issues in Constitutional and Administrative 
Law using their prior knowledge (e.g. politics, 
history or international relations) and 
introductory readings.   

 

Topical questions students might be asked to 
consider in advance of the seminar: what is 
the impact of Brexit on the UK Constitution? 
How does the UK Constitution compare with 
other Constitutions such as the USA?   

 

Reflection 

Reflect on the topic. Have learning outcomes 
been achieved? Identify areas where further 
research required. 

 

Weeks 3 & 4 

 

Separation of Powers and the Rule of Law 

 In outline, the political and 
constitutional theory justifying the 
separation of powers. 

 The concept of a partial 
separation of powers in the UK.  

 The approach of the courts and 
academics in the UK to the 
doctrine.  

 The impact of the Human Rights 
Act 1998 on the separation of 
powers doctrine.  

 The changes made by the 
Constitutional Reform Act 2005.  

 

 Be able to explain the general 
theories relating to the rule of 
law, as expounded by Dicey, 
Lord Bingham and others, and 

 

 

Independent Study/Preparation 

Read and prepare for discussion of the 
seminar questions on Separation of Powers 
and the Rule of Law.  

 

Lectures 

Lectures on Separation of Powers and the 
Rule of Law.  

 

Seminar 

Student led presentations on the pre-
prepared seminar questions. 
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as applied to the UK 
Constitution. 

 Have considered rule of law 
theories in the context of the 
modern constitution and be able 
to criticise them. 

 Understand the limits to the 
adherence to the rule of law 
principle by the UK courts, and 
be able to describe key cases 
where the power of the executive 
has been upheld over the rights 
of the individual.  

 Understand the impact of the 
European Convention of Human 
Rights (ECHR) and the 
introduction of the Human Rights 
Act on the operation of the rule 
of law in the UK.   

 

Reflection 

Reflect on the topic. Have learning outcomes 
been achieved? Identify areas where further 
research required.  

 

Weeks 5 & 6 

 

Parliamentary Sovereignty and 
Prerogative Power 

 Dicey’s theory of the sovereignty 
of Parliament.  

 The case law which supports the 
main aspects of Parliamentary 
Sovereignty.  

 Academic critiques of Dicey’s 
theory with supporting case law. 

 The challenges presented to 
Dicey’s theory by the ECA and 
other ‘constitutional statutes’.   

 

 Understand the legal position of 
the Crown and be able to identify 
the special powers and 
immunities of the Crown.  

 The case law concerning judicial 
review of the exercise of 
prerogative powers.  

 The increasing willingness of the 
courts to review the exercise of 
such powers following the GCHQ 
decision.  

 The position of prerogative 
powers within the wider 
constitutional debate about 
democracy.  

 

 

 
 

Independent Study/Preparation 

Read and prepare for discussion of the 
seminar questions on Parliamentary 
Sovereignty and Prerogative Power.  

 

Lectures 

Lectures on Parliamentary Sovereignty and 
Prerogative Power. 

 

Seminar 

Student led activities on the pre-prepared 
seminar questions.  

 

Reflection 

Reflect on the topic. Have learning outcomes 
been achieved? Identify areas where further 
research required. 

 

Weeks 7 & 8 

 

Introduction to Human Rights  

 Be able to put the ECHR into a 
philosophical and historical 
context. 

 Explain the relationship between 
international law and the legal 
system in the UK. 

 Group the most important 
Convention rights together and 
appreciate the different 

 

Independent Study/Preparation 

Read and prepare for discussion of the 
seminar questions on an Introduction to 
Human Rights.  

 

Lectures 

Lectures on the ECHR and the HRA. 
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structures of different Convention 
articles.   

 Appreciate the jurisprudential 
approaches taken to 
interferences with Convention 
rights. 

 Explain who can bring a claim for 
breach of a Convention right.  

 Explain the concepts of positive 
obligation, margin of appreciation 
and proportionality.  

 Explain why the Human Rights 
Act 1998 (HRA) was introduced. 

 Explain the powers given to the 
courts by the HRA. 

 Explain how, with reference to 
relevant cases, the courts have 
used these powers.  

 Describe, with reference to case 
law, how the courts have gone 
about defining whether or not a 
body is a public authority.  

 Define and differentiate between 
a core and a hybrid public 
authority.  Explain what 
difference this distinction makes 
to HRA claims.   

Seminar 

Tutor led activities on skills and the pre-
prepared seminar questions.  

 

 

Reflection 

Reflect on the topic. Have learning outcomes 
been achieved? Identify areas where further 
research required. 

 

Weeks 9 & 10 

 

Freedom of the Person (Articles 5 & 6) 

 Explain the extent and scope of 
the rights in articles 5 & 6 with 
reference to relevant case law.  

 Explain the provisions of UK law 
relating to arrest and detention of 
suspects.  

 Critically evaluate the extent to 
which the law is consistent with 
liberty and fair legal process 
rights, as protected by the HRA. 
  

 
 

Independent Study/Preparation 

Read and prepare for discussion of the 
seminar questions on Freedom of the Person. 

 

Lectures 

Lectures on Freedom of the Person.  

 

Seminar 

Student led presentations on the pre-
prepared seminar questions.  

 

Reflection 

Reflect on the topic. Have learning outcomes 
been achieved? Identify areas where further 
research required. 

 

 

Weeks 11 & 12 

 

Private & Family Life and Freedom of 
Expression (Articles 8 & 10) 

 Explain the concepts and scope 
of private and family life, home 
and correspondence, as 
interpreted by the courts. 

 Explain how Article 8 can be 
invoked in disputes between 
private parties.  

 Explain how the courts have 
balanced privacy rights with the 
right to freedom of expression.  

 Define the circumstances in 
which freedom of expression 
applies.  

 

Independent Study/Preparation 

Read and prepare for discussion of the 
seminar questions on Private & Family Life 
and Freedom of Expression.  

 

Lectures 

Lectures on Private & Family Life and 
Freedom of Expression.  

 

Seminar 

Student led presentations on the pre-
prepared seminar questions.  
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 Explain, with reference to case 
law, how the courts have 
balanced this freedom against 
Article 8 considerations and the 
other interests listed in Article 
10(2).  

 Give case examples of how the 
ECtHR has developed the 
principle of the “margin of 
appreciation”.   
  

Reflection 

Reflect on the topic. Have learning outcomes 
been achieved? Identify areas where further 
research required. 

 

Weeks 13 & 14 

 

Introduction to Administrative Law and 
Principles of Judicial Review  

 Be aware what judicial review is 
and the role it plays within the 
constitution. 

 Critically evaluate which types of 
decision can be subject to 
judicial review.  

 Know the procedure for bringing 
a judicial review claim.  

 Critically evaluate the rules of 
standing for judicial review.  

 Be aware of “ouster clauses” and 
the courts’ approach to them.  

 

 

Independent Study/Preparation 

Read and prepare for discussion of the 
seminar questions on Introduction to 
Administrative Law and Principles of Judicial 
Review.  

 

Lectures 

Lectures on Introduction to Administrative 
Law and Principles of Judicial Review.  

 

Seminar 

Tutor led activities on skills and pre-prepared 
seminar questions.  

 

Exploratory peer discussions about the 
relevance of their prior knowledge and 
experiences to this part of the module (e.g. 
politics, history or international relations).  

 

Reflection 

Reflect on the topic. Have learning outcomes 
been achieved? Identify areas where further 
research required. 

 

Weeks 15 & 16 

 

Illegality & Unreasonableness 

 Understand the basic concept of 
illegality/ ‘ultra vires’ 

 The distinction between an error 
of law and an error of fact. 

 The meaning of the terms 
illegality and ultra vires. 

 The way in which the courts 
interpret the difference between 
relevant and irrelevant 
considerations. 

 What an improper purpose is.  

 Generally whether the granting 
of discretion creates special 
problems.  

 

 The concept of ‘Wednesbury 
unreasonableness’. 

 How the law relating to 
unreasonableness and 
irrationality has developed.  

 

Independent Study/Preparation 

Read and prepare for discussion of the 
seminar questions on Illegality and 
Unreasonableness.  

 

Lectures 

Lectures on Illegality and Unreasonableness.  

 

Seminar 

Student led presentations on the pre-
prepared seminar questions.  

 

 

Reflection 

Reflect on the topic. Have learning outcomes 
been achieved? Identify areas where further 
research required. 
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 The influence of the concept of 
proportionality in UK domestic 
law.  

 The link between proportionality 
and the differing degrees of 
intensity of review that can apply 
in this area.  

 

Weeks 17 & 18 

 

Procedural Impropriety and legitimate 
expectation 

The concept of ‘natural justice’ at common 
law.  

 The definition of procedural 
impropriety.  

 The duty to give a fair hearing. 

 The content of the duty of 
fairness.  

 The rule against bias.  

 The impact of Article 6 ECHR.   

 
The development of the concept of 
legitimate expectation 

 How expectations arise 

 What makes them “legitimate” 

 The different types of 

expectation 

 How the courts determine if the 

frustration of legitimate 

expectations was lawful  

 

 

Independent Study/Preparation 

Read and prepare for discussion of the 
seminar questions on Procedural Impropriety 
and legitimate expectation. 

 

Lectures 

Lectures on Procedural Impropriety and 
legitimate expectation. 

 

Seminar 

Student led presentations on the pre-
prepared seminar questions.  

 

Reflection 

Reflect on the topic. Have learning outcomes 
been achieved? Identify areas where further 
research required. 

 

Weeks 19 & 20 

 

Consolidation 

 Consolidation of the material on 
the module:  

 Part A- fundamental 
principles of the UK 
Constitution;  

 Part B- Human Rights; 
and 

 Part C- Administrative 
Law, focusing on 
judicial review.  

.  

 

 

Seminar 

Student led discussions on the pre-prepared 
seminar activity based on assessment 
questions. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Module Title Contract Law 

School Law School 

Level 7 

Credit Value 20 

Contact Hours Lectures: 20 Hours  

Seminars: 18 Hours 

 

Programme(s) LLM [Law Conversion] 

Module Leader Lucy Kuzmicki 

Related 
Modules 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 

Post-requisites None 

Excluded 
Combinations 

None 

External Accrediting Body (if 
appropriate) 

N/A 

Delivery Locations  
 (please specify all centres) 

London Waterloo, Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, 
Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Online 
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RATIONALE & DELIVERY 
 

What are the educational 
aims of the module?  

This module aims to embed students with the necessary 
high level knowledge of contract law and affirm students’ 
research, evaluation and decision-making skills in the 
context of the principles underpinning contract law. 

What are the intended 
teaching methods (e.g. 
lecture, seminar, tutorial, 
workshop) and what is the 
ratio between them? 

Lectures: 20 hours 

Seminars: 18 hours 

 

How will the module be 
assessed?  

Formative 

Students will have an opportunity to do two formative 
assessments which will be indicatively graded to inform 
the student of their current progress.  
 

The formative seen assessments will take the form of: 

 A problem question 

 An essay question 

 

As part of the seminar preparation and/or consolidation 

expected of students, sample MCQs will be given to 

provide regular practice of this part of the assessment.    

 

Summative 

The summative assessment will be an unseen 3 hour 
assessment consisting of the following parts: 

 6 x MCQ based problem questions (20% 

weighting); and 

 Two from a choice of three long form questions 

(80% weighting). 

If there is more than one 
assessment component how 
will the marks be combined? 

20% MCQs 

80% across long form questions  

 
RESOURCES 
 

Who will teach the module?  
(please provide CVs)  

Existing BPP Law School staff with relevant expertise.   

A sample CV of a BPP Law School staff member is 
attached.   

 

 

What resources will the 
student require?  

Supplied Reading 

 

McKendrick, Contract Law, Twelfth Edition (Palgrave Law 
Masters) 

BPP Law School, Core Statute Book, BPP Learning 
Media 
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BPP Law School, Study Notes on Contract Law 

BPP Law School, Casebook on Contract Law 

 

Further Recommended Reading 

 

Cheshire, Fifoot & Furmston’s Law of Contract (2007) 
15th ed. Furmston. Oxford University Press 

Morgan, Great Debates in Contract Law, 2ed (Palgrave, 
2015) 

Chitty on Contracts (2016) 32nd ed. Sweet & Maxwell 

McKendrick, E., Contract Law: Text, Cases and Materials 
(2016) 7th ed Oxford University Press 

Peel, E., The Law of Contract (2015) 14th ed. Sweet & 
Maxwell. 

 

Recommended Journals 

 

Law Quarterly Review 

Cambridge Law Journal 

Modern Law Review 

 

Web Resources 

 

Westlaw 

Lexus Nexis 

PLC 
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MODULE LEARNING OUTCOMES  
 
Knowledge and Understanding 

 

Ref A. Students should be able to demonstrate a: 

1 practical knowledge and systematic understanding of the doctrines and principles of 
contract law and a critical awareness of current problems and insights at the 
forefront of the module syllabus areas and where appropriate offer new insights and 
evaluations 

2 critical awareness and understanding of the law and current practical scholarship in 
relation to contractual agreement, enforcement, content, vitiation and contractual 
remedies 

3 systemic and critical understanding of the practical aspects of UK and EU 
regulation of business contractual agreements and terms 

4 practical knowledge and critical understanding of the development of contract law 
and an ability to identify areas for reform and means of reform and where 
appropriate synthesise and offer new insights and evaluations 

 
Cognitive Skills 
 

Ref B. Students should be able to: 

1 analyse practical legal problems logically and provide a range of solutions to them 
in a client advice context informed by critical evaluation of their merits 

2 analyse primary legal source materials throughout the module and apply the law 
derived from this data to the solution of practical legal problems in both a client and 
academic context 

 
Professional Skills and Attitudes 
 

Ref C. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate a critical understanding of the ethical and policy issues which underpin 
contract law in England and Wales and its interrelation with the relevant laws of the 
European Union 

2 demonstrate an ability to work independently and with originality in tackling and 
solving problems and overall act as autonomous professionals 

3 listen effectively to others, with a view to extracting relevant information, identifying 
gaps in information and/or distilling key points in order to form an original insight or 
critique 

 
General Transferable Skills 
 

Ref D. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate an ability to make decisions with complex and unpredictable 
information and/or data in a client advice context 

2 evaluate and apply concepts learned in another area on the programme to their 
studies on this module 
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SYLLABUS  
 
Module Title: Contract Law 
 
Module Leader: Lucy Kuzmicki 
 
Syllabus 

 Introduction 

 Agreement 

 Intention to create legal relations 

 Capacity to contract 

 Consideration 

 Promissory estoppel 

 Duress 

 Contractual terms 

 Remedies 

 Exemption clauses 

 Misrepresentation 

 Privity 

 Mistake 

 Discharge 

 Frustration 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

Module Title Criminal Law 

School Law School 

Level 7 

Credit Value 20 

Contact Hours Lectures: 20 Hours  

Seminars: 20 Hours 

 

Programme(s) LLM (Law Conversion) 

Module Leader Jenny Knox  

Related 
Modules 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 

Post-requisites None 

Excluded 
Combinations 

None 

External Accrediting Body (if 
appropriate) 

N/A 

Delivery Locations  
 (please specify all centres) 

London Waterloo, Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, 
Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Online 
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RATIONALE & DELIVERY 
 

What are the educational 
aims of the module?  

This module aims to: 

 provide students with knowledge and understanding 
of the principles of criminal law; 

 provide students with critical awareness of core 
concepts such as actus reus and causation, mens 
rea, general defences and inchoate liability; 

 provide students with an understanding of key 
offences such as specific offences including murder 
and other homicide offences, non-fatal offences 
against the person and property offences including 
criminal damage, theft, robbery, burglary and 
blackmail; satisfy the requirements of professional 
regulators in relation to students’ understanding of 
criminal law. 

What are the intended 
teaching methods (e.g. 
lecture, seminar, tutorial, 
workshop) and what is the 
ratio between them? 

Lectures: 20 hours 

Seminars: 20 hours 

 

How will the module be 
assessed?  

Formative 

Students will have an opportunity to do two formative 
assessments which will be indicatively graded to inform 
the student of their current progress.  
 

As part of the seminar preparation expected of students, 
sample Multiple Choice Questions (‘MCQs’) will be given 
to provide regular practice of this part of the assessment.    

 

Summative 

The summative assessment will be an unseen 3 hour 
assessment consisting of the following parts: 

 6 x MCQ based problem questions (20% weighting); 

and 

 two from a choice of three questions (80% weighting). 

If there is more than one 
assessment component how 
will the marks be combined? 

20% MCQs 

80% across problem based questions 

 
 
 
RESOURCES 
 

What additional resources will 
the student require?  

Supplied Reading 

 

Smith & Hogan, Criminal Law, 14th edition Oxford 

BPP Law School, Core Statute Book, BPP Learning 
Media 
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Further Recommended Reading 

 

Allen, Criminal Law, 14h edition, Oxford 
 
Smith & Hogan, Text, Cases and Materials on Criminal 
Law, 12th Edition, Oxford 
 
Card, Cross and Jones, Criminal Law, 22nd edition, Oxford 
 
Ashworth, Principles of Criminal Law, 8th edition, Oxford 
 
Simester & Sullivan, Criminal Law, Theory and Doctrine, 
6th edition, Hart 
 
Read, Fitzpatrick and Seago, Criminal Law, 5th edition, 
Sweet and Maxwell 
 
Glanville Williams, Criminal Law, 4th edition, Sweet and 
Maxwell 

 

Recommended Journals 

Criminal Law Review 
Modern Law Review 
Legal Quarterly Review  

 

Web Resources 

Westlaw  

Lexus Nexis  

PLC 
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MODULE LEARNING OUTCOMES  
(Please note the number of Learning Outcomes below is indicative and not prescribed) 
 
Knowledge and Understanding 
 

Ref A. Students should be able to demonstrate a: 

1 practical knowledge and systematic understanding of the doctrines and principles of criminal law and a critical 
awareness of current problems and insights at the forefront of the module syllabus areas and where appropriate 
offer new insights and evaluations;  

2 critical awareness and understanding of the law in relation to core concepts such as actus reus and causation, 
mens rea, general defences and inchoate liability; and 

3 systemic and critical understanding of specific offences including murder and other homicide offences, non-fatal 
offences against the person and property offences including criminal damage, theft, robbery, burglary and 
blackmail. 

 
Cognitive Skills 
 

Ref B. Students should be able to: 

1 analyse practical legal problems logically and provide a range of solutions to them in a client advice context 
informed by critical evaluation of their merits; and 

2 analyse primary legal source materials throughout the module and apply the law derived from this data to the 
solution of practical legal problems in both a client and academic context. 

 
Professional Skills and Attitudes 
 

Ref C. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate a critical understanding of the ethical and policy issues which underpin Criminal Law in England and 
Wales; 

2 demonstrate an ability to work independently and with originality in tackling and solving problems and overall act as 
autonomous professionals; and 

3 listen effectively to others, with a view to extracting relevant information, identifying gaps in information and/or 
distilling key points in order to form an original insight or critique. 

 
General Transferable Skills 
 

Ref D. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate an ability to make decisions with complex and unpredictable information and/or data in a client advice 
context; and 

2 evaluate and apply concepts learned in another area on the programme to their studies on this module. 
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SCHEME OF WORK 
 
Module Title: Criminal Law 
 
Module Leader: Jenny Knox  
 
Syllabus 
 

 Actus reus 

 Mens rea 

 Non-fatal offences against the person 

 General defences to criminal offences 

o Intoxication 
o Consent 
o Self defence 
o Duress 

 Murder 

 Voluntary manslaughter 

 Involuntary manslaughter 

 Inchoate offences 

 Criminal damage 

 Theft 

 Robbery 

 Burglary 

 Blackmail 
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Equity and Trusts  

General Information 

 

School Law School 

Level 7 

Credit Value 20 

Contact Hours Lectures: 20 Hours 

Seminars: 18 Hours 

Programme(s) LLM [Law Conversion] 

Module Leader Matthew Carn 

Related 
Modules 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 

Post-requisites None 

Excluded 
Combinations 

None 

External Accrediting Body  
(if appropriate) 

N/A for module 

 

Introduction 

 
Equity and Trusts is one of the seven compulsory modules that you are required to study as 

part of the academic stage of your legal career. It is also one of the most dynamic and diverse 

areas of law, spreading its roots into almost every area of private and commercial life. 

 

This module provides you with an introduction to the fundamental principles of equity and the 

core concept of the trust. You will study both traditional deed-created trusts and the evolving 

role of equity and trusts in the commercial context.  

 

Some of the major themes which will be studied over the course of the year include the 

creation and administration of trusts, the role of trusts in the context of the shared family home 

and the nature of the trust relationship. This module will also demonstrate the interaction with 

the other areas of law that you are studying this year and with the areas of practice that you 

may encounter in the future. 

 

The focus of this module is to provide you with an academic understanding of this area of law, 

together with its practical application in a number of scenarios that you may face in the course 

of your legal career. You will be encouraged to develop a critical approach to the law, 

examining academic criticism and arguments for reform.  You will also examine the law from 

a practical perspective, learning how to analyse problems and offer advice on complex legal 

principles.  
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Learning Outcomes  

 
Knowledge and Understanding 
 

Ref A. Students should be able to demonstrate a: 

1 practical knowledge and systematic understanding of the doctrines and principles of 
Equity and Trusts and a critical awareness of current problems and insights at the 
forefront of the module syllabus areas and where appropriate offer new insights and 
evaluations;  

2 critical awareness and understanding of the law in relation to the principles relating 
to the formation and creation of the trust (certainties, formalities and constitution); 
specific express trusts that do not accord with these principles such as secret trusts, 
private purpose trusts and gifts to unincorporated associations; the administration of 
trusts concentrating on the powers and duties of the trustees including the power of 
investment; breach of trust and breach of fiduciary duty and the liability of strangers 
to the trust; implied trusts including implied trusts of the home; and remedies;  

3 systemic and critical understanding of the practical aspects of remedies and 
enforcement against trustees and third parties in the context of the syllabus. 

 
Cognitive Skills 
 

Ref B. Students should be able to: 

1 analyse practical legal problems logically and provide a range of solutions to them in 
a client advice context informed by critical evaluation of their merits; and 

2 analyse primary legal source materials throughout the module and apply the law 
derived from this data to the solution of practical legal problems in both a client and 
academic context. 

 
Professional Skills and Attitudes 
 

Ref C. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate a critical understanding of the ethical and policy issues which underpin 
Equity and Trusts in England and Wales; 

2 demonstrate an ability to work independently and with originality in tackling and 
solving problems and overall act as autonomous professionals; and 

3 listen effectively to others, with a view to extracting relevant information, identifying 
gaps in information and/or distilling key points in order to form an original insight or 
critique. 

 
General Transferable Skills 
 

Ref D. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate an ability to make decisions with complex and unpredictable information 
and/or data in a client advice context; and 

2 evaluate and apply concepts learned in another area on the programme to their 
studies on this module. 
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Mode of Assessment 

 
This module is assessed through one graded element of assessment.  
 
As a formative exercise, you will have an opportunity to receive feedback on the sample 
assessment, available on the VLE.  The sample assessment is the same format as the 
summative assessment and requires you to identify and examine relevant issues.    
 
The summative assessment is graded according to the marking and assessment criteria of 
the LLM [Law Conversion] programme.  The pass mark for the assessment is 50%.   
 
This assessment is marked on a percentage basis, and the Equity and Trusts mark counts 
11% towards the final mark for degree classification of the LLM [Law Conversion] programme. 
 

Key Reading 

 
Students will be directed to appropriate sections of these texts during the module.   
 
Hudson, Equity & Trusts, 9th Edition, Routledge 

 
BPP Study Notes 
 

Background Reading 

 
Listed below are texts which provide background to the concepts and content of the module 
and which may be used for reference either during the course or in your subsequent 
professional roles.  
 
Books 
 
Virgo, The Principles of Equity & Trusts, 2nd edition, OUP 

 

Hayton and Mitchell on the Law of Trusts & Equitable Remedies, 14th Edition, Sweet & Maxwell 

 

Hudson, Great Debates in Equity and Trusts, 1st edition, Palgrave Macmillan 

 

Penner, The Law of Trusts, 10th edition, OUP 

 

Thomas and Hudson, The Law of Trusts, 2nd edition, OUP 
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Journal Articles 
 
 
See respective seminar documents for a complete reading list. 
 
 
Web Resources 
 
Westlaw 
 
PLC (Practical Law Company) 
 
Hein Online 
 
Lawtel 
 
Lexis Library 
 
Bloomsbury Books Online 
 
Edward Elgar Publishing Online  
 
 

INDICATIVE SCHEME OF WORK – Equity and Trusts 

 

Weeks Content Objectives 

 
1&2 

 
Introduction and the Three Certainties 
 

 Historical development of equity and 

the relationship between equity and 

common law;  

 Historical development of the trust; 

different types of trust and how the trust 

differs from other concepts, including 

powers;  

 Division of property into different 

categories and how and why trusts are 

used;  

 Concept of split ownership;  

 Rule in Saunders v Vautier;  

 Three essential certainty requirements 

for the creation of a valid trust 

(distinguishing fixed and discretionary 

trusts); and 

 

 

 Be aware of how equity has 

developed historically; 

 Understand the interaction 

between common law and equity 

as separate systems of law; 

 Be familiar with the equitable 

maxims and how they apply; 

 Understand the different property 

classifications; 

 Be aware of how the trust has 

developed as a construct of 

equity; 
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 Apply the relevant authorities and tests 

in relation to the three certainties. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Understand the trust and how it 

differs from disposition methods 

such as gifts and powers; 

 Understand the different types of 

express trusts and their 

differences; 

 Identify the different certainty 

requirements for fixed and 

discretionary trusts and 

understand why they differ; 

 Appreciate the essential certainty 

requirements for creation of a valid 

express trust; 

 Understand the interests under a 

trust and what powers and duties 

each entails; 

 Understand the rule in Saunders v 

Vautier and how it applies. 

 

 
3&4 

 
Formalities and Constitution 
 

 Formality requirements for 

creating an express private trust 

and disposing of an existing 

equitable interest, distinguishing 

implied trusts; 

 Exceptions to the rules on 

formalities;  

 Principle from Milroy v Lord that 

equity will not perfect an 

imperfect gift;  

 Exceptions to this rule.  

 
 

 

 Explain the different ways of 

disposing of one’s proprietary 

interests; 

 Understand the difference 

between formalities and 

constitution and how they apply; 

 Explain why implied trusts are 

immune to these; 
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 Discuss the requirements for the 

creation of a new trust and its 

constitution; 

 Explain the exceptions to the rules 

on both formalities and 

constitution; 

 Understand how these operate 

and interact and under what 

circumstances; 

 Apply the law related to 

certainties, formalities and 

constitution to a practical scenario. 

 

 
Weeks 
5&6 

 

Secret Trusts, Private Purpose Trusts 

and Unincorporated Associations 

 Justification for upholding the 

validity of secret trusts;  

 Distinguishing between the 

different rules that apply to the 

creation and validity of fully and 

half secret trusts;  

 Beneficiary principle and 

exceptions to that rule;  

 Perpetuity with respect to private 

purpose trusts;  

 Unincorporated associations and 

the problems with owning 

property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Understand the justification for 

upholding the validity of secret 

trusts; 

 Identify and distinguish between 

the different rules that apply to the 

creation and validity of fully and 

half secret trusts; 

 Understand the beneficiary 

principle; 

 Appreciate the recognised 

exceptions to the beneficiary 

principle; 

 Understand perpetuity with 

respect to private purpose trusts; 
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 Understand why unincorporated 

associations encounter problems 

with owning property; 

 Understand the different 

constructions that have been 

created to solve these problems; 

 Critically analyse the different 

constructions. 

 
Weeks 
7&8 

 

Trustee Duties and the Power of 

Investment  

 Duties that bind trustees;  

 Powers of trustees; 

 Remedies available for breach of 

trust;  

 The major changes brought about 

by the Trustee Act 2000;  

 What amounts to authorised 

investments;  

 Controls over trustees in making 

investments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Understand the basic duties that 

bind trustees; 

 Understand the powers of 

trustees; 

 Understand the powers and rights 

of beneficiaries; 

 Explain and apply the principles 

from statute; 

 Explain and apply the principles 

from case law; 

 Understand and discuss the major 

changes in the law brought about 

by the Trustee Act 2000;  

 Clearly identify authorised and 

unauthorised investments;  

 Understand and discuss the 

controls over trustees in making 

investments. 
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Weeks 
9&10 

Fiduciary Duties and Breach of Trust 

 The duties that bind fiduciaries;  

 Remedies available for breach of 

fiduciary duty;  

 How is liability for breach of trust 

measured?; 

 How is liability between trustees 

imposed and calculated?; 

 Major defences available to 

trustees for breach of trust. 

 

 Understand the remedies 

available for breach of fiduciary 

duty; 

 Understand the duties that bind 

fiduciaries;  

 Understand and discuss how 

liability for breach of trust is 

measured;  

 Understand the remedies 

available for breach of trust;  

 Explain how liability between 

trustees is imposed and 

calculated; 

 Identify the major defences 

available to trustees for breach of 

trust.  

 

 
Weeks 
11&12 

 

Tracing & Liability of Strangers I 

 The advantages of proprietary 

claims;  

 When will the courts say that a 

recipient of property will be 

personally liable to account for that 

property to the ‘true’ owner;  

 Elements of knowing receipt and 

dishonest assistance; and  

 The courts’ recognition of the 

validity of such claims. 

 
 

 

 Understand the process of tracing 

and its uses; 

 Recognise when the courts may 

say that a recipient of property will 

be personally liable to account for 

property; 

 The advantages of proprietary 

claims; 

 Identify the elements of knowing 

receipt and dishonest assistance; 
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 Understand why the courts 

recognise the validity of such 

claims; 

 Understand how tracing and 

liability of strangers interact. 

 

 
Weeks 
13&14 

 

Tracing & Liability of Strangers II 

 The concept of tracing and its uses;  

 Tracing at common law and its 

limitations; 

 Tracing in equity and its limitations; 

and  

 Tracing into mixed and unmixed 

funds.  

 
 

 

 Tracing at common law and its 

limitations; 

 Tracing in equity and its 

limitations; 

 Tracing into mixed and unmixed 

funds. 

 Understand how tracing and 

liability of strangers interact; 

 Recognise and discuss a claim 

with respect to recipient liability; 

 Recognise and discuss a claim 

with respect to accessory liability. 

 

 
Weeks 
15&16 

 

Implied Trusts 

 The situations in which resulting 

trusts arise and how they are used 

to prevent the beneficial interest 

being ‘in suspense’;  

 The situations in which a resulting 

trust is presumed and how that 

presumption can be rebutted;  

 The situations in which a person 

might need to rely on implied trusts 

 

 Identify and understand the 

various situations in which a 

resulting trust may arise; 

 Understand how resulting trusts 

are used to prevent beneficial 

interests being ‘in suspense’; 

 Know when a resulting trust is 

presumed and how that 

presumption can be rebutted; 
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in order to claim an interest in a 

home;  

 Conduct that will give rise to a 

constructive trust in the context of 

shared homes; 

 Distinguish between resulting 

trusts, inferred common intention 

constructive trusts and proprietary 

estoppel; and 

 Deficiencies in the current law and 

proposals for reform.  

 

 Understand when constructive 

trusts may be implied; 

 Be able to apply the above rules to 

factual scenarios involving a 

shared family home; 

 Identify the situations when a 

person might need to rely on 

implied trusts in order to claim an 

interest in a home;  

 Identify the type of conduct that will 

give rise to a constructive trust in 

the context of shared homes; 

 Distinguish between resulting 

trusts, inferred common intention 

constructive trusts, express 

common intention constructive 

trusts and proprietary estoppel; 

 Critically analyse the current law, 

explain its deficiencies and 

consider the proposals for reform.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Weeks 
17&18 

 

Equitable Remedies 

 The available equitable remedies 

and the circumstances in which 

they apply; specifically: specific 

performance; interim mandatory 

and interim prohibitory injunctions; 

search orders; and freezing 

injunctions;  

 

 Understand the different equitable 

remedies available and what they 

do; 

 Know the circumstances in which 

the courts would consider making 

an order for specific performance 

and understand the different 
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 The requirements for each of the 

available remedies and when they 

are to be applied. 

 

issues that arise when considering 

specific performance for a contract 

for sale of goods and a contract for 

services; 

 Understand the requirements for 

awarding an interim mandatory 

and interim prohibitory injunction; 

 Understand the requirements for 

awarding a search order and a 

freezing injunction; 

 Be able to identify the relevant 

remedies that a claimant could 

seek in a problem scenario; 

 Understand the different equitable 

remedies available and what they 

do; 

 Know the circumstances in which 

the courts would consider making 

an order for specific performance 

and understand the different 

issues that arise when considering 

specific performance for a contract 

for sale of goods and a contract for 

services; 

 Understand the requirements for 

awarding an interim mandatory 

and interim prohibitory injunction; 

 Understand the requirements for 

awarding a search order and a 

freezing injunction; 
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 Be able to identify the relevant 

remedies that a claimant could 

seek in a problem scenario. 

 

 
Weeks 
19&20 

 

Revision and Consolidation 

 Supervision sessions. 
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EU Law 

General Information 

 

 

School Law School 

Level 7 

Credit Value 10 

Contact Hours Lectures: 8 Hours 

Seminars: 9 Hours 

 

Programme(s) LLM [Law Conversion] 

Module Leader Karl Sharp 

Related 
Modules 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 

Post-requisites None 

Excluded 
Combinations 

None 

External Accrediting Body  
(if appropriate) 

N/A for module 

 

Introduction 

 
This module is designed to equip students with the necessary high level knowledge of EU law. 
It will also affirm their research, evaluation and decision-making skills in the context of basic 
principles underpinning the European Union and the key freedoms in the internal market. 
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Learning Outcomes  

 
Knowledge and Understanding 
 

Ref A. Students should be able to demonstrate a: 

1 practical knowledge and systematic understanding of doctrines and principles of EU 
law and a critical awareness of current problems and insights in the module syllabus 
areas and where appropriate offer new insights and evaluations;  

2 knowledge and critical understanding of the law in relation to the free movement of 
goods and persons, freedom of establishment and freedom to provide services and 
competition law; and 

3 knowledge and critical understanding of the principle of the supremacy of EU law and 
of the methods developed by the Court of Justice for enforcing EU law in national 
courts, specifically direct effect, indirect effect and state liability. 

 
Cognitive Skills 
 

Ref B. Students should be able to: 

1 analyse a large quantity of complex data relating to EU law rapidly and use 
appropriate techniques to draw practical conclusions and critically evaluate the 
relevant law; and 

2 apply their knowledge of EU law to complex factual matrices in order to provide clear 
and coherent solutions to given problems. 

 
Professional Skills and Attitudes 
 

Ref C. Students should be able to: 

1 advise clients appropriately as to possible rights and obligations under EU law in a 
dispute and the methods for enforcing them in national courts; and  

2 listen effectively to others with a view to extracting relevant information, identifying 
gaps in information and/or distilling key points in order to form a coherent critique. 

 
General Transferable Skills 
 

Ref D. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate a sense of personal responsibility for their learning; and 

2 critique their own progress and arguments and apply concepts learned in one area 
to another; and 

3 communicate arguments coherently and effectively both orally and in writing. 

 

Mode of Assessment 

 
Formative Assessment 
 
Students will have the option to complete a formative extended computer-based multiple 
choice test using a combination of assessment methods including single best answer and 
problem scenarios. 
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Summative Assessment 
 
This module is assessed through a computer-based multiple choice test using single best 
answer and problem scenarios.   
 
The assessment is graded according to the marking and assessment criteria of the LLM [Law 
Conversion] programme. The pass mark for the assessment is 50%. 
 
This module is marked on a percentage basis, and the weighted module grade equates to 6% 
of the final mark for degree classification of the LLM [Law Conversion] programme. 
 

Key Reading 

Students will be directed to appropriate sections of this text during the module.   
 
Karl Sharp, Camille Pommel et al., Study Notes on the Law of the European Union (BPP Law 
School 2017) 

Additional Reading 

The following textbook may be used for additional reading: 
 
Lorna Woods, Philippa Watson and Marios Costa, Steiner & Woods EU Law (Oxford 
University Press, 2017) 

Further Reading 

The following texts can also be used for reference during the course or in your subsequent 
professional roles.  
 
Books 
Catherine Barnard, The Substantive Law of the EU (Oxford University Press, 2016) 
 
Catherine Barnard & Steve Peers (eds), European Union Law (Oxford University 
Press, 2014) 
 
Elspeth Berry, Matthew Homewood and Barbara Bogusz, Complete EU law: Text, 
Cases and Materials (Oxford University Press, 2015) 
 
Grainne de Búrca, The Evolution of EU Law (Oxford University Press, 2011) 
 
Damian Chalmers, Gareth Davies & Giorgio Monti, European Union Law (Cambridge 
University Press, 2014) 
 
Paul Craig and Gráinne de Búrca, EU Law: Text, Cases and Materials (Oxford 
University Press, 2015) 
 
John Fairhurst, Law of the European Union (Pearson Press, 2016) 
 
Trevor Hartley, The foundations of European Union law: an Introduction to the 
Constitutional and Administrative Law of the European Union (Oxford University 
Press, 2014) 
 
Margot Horspool, Matthew Humphreys & Michael Wells-Greco, European Union Law 
(Oxford University Press, 2016) 
 

http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/search/t?The+Substantive+Law+of+the+EU&searchscope=6
http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/search/l?author=barnard&title=European+Union+Law&searchscope=6
http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/search/l?author=berry&title=EU+Law&searchscope=6
http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/search/l?author=berry&title=EU+Law&searchscope=6
http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/search/t?The+Evolution+of+EU+Law&searchscope=6
http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/search/l?author=chalmers&title=European+Union+Law&searchscope=6
http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/search/l?author=craig&title=EU+Law&searchscope=6
http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/search/l?author=fairhurst&title=Law+of+the+European+Union&searchscope=6
http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/search/t?The+foundations+of+European+Union+law+%3A+an+introduction+to+the+constitutional+and+administrative+law+of+the+European+Union&searchscope=6
http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/search/t?The+foundations+of+European+Union+law+%3A+an+introduction+to+the+constitutional+and+administrative+law+of+the+European+Union&searchscope=6


LLM [Law Conversion] Handbook 

 

Version 0.1 (September 2017) 63 
 

Robert Schütze, European Union Law (Cambridge University Press, 2015) 
 
Stephen Weatherill, Cases and Materials on EU Law (Oxford University Press, 2016) 
 
Journals 
 
The leading journals on European Union law are: 
 

 Common Market Law Review 

 

 European Law Review 

 

 European Law Journal 

 
Several other law journals also contain articles on European Union law. 
 
Web Resources 
 
The official website of the European Union is http://europa.eu/ 
 

EU cases, legislation and other legal materials can be accessed via http://eur-lex.europa.eu/ 

 

Cases can also be found on the Court of Justice’s website at http://curia.europa.eu  

http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/search/l?author=Schutze&title=European+Union+Law&searchscope=6
http://lib.leeds.ac.uk/search/t?Cases+and+Materials+on+EU+Law&searchscope=6
http://europa.eu/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/
http://europa.eu/
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INDICATIVE SCHEME OF WORK – EU Law 

 

Week Content Learning and Teaching Strategy 

 
Induction 
Week 1 

 
Introduction to the European 
Union 
Self-study introductory topic 
 

 The history of the EU 

 The institutions of the EU 
 Sources of EU law 

 
Reading  
Chapters 1 to 3 BPP Study Notes on the 
Law of the European Union  
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Read and prepare for a self-study 
introduction to the history, sources and 
institutions of the EU 
 
Lectures 
Three lectures on the history, sources 
and institutions of the EU 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research required.  
 

 
Induction 
Week 2 

 

EU Law and National Courts 

 The supremacy of EU law 

 Direct effect 

 Indirect effect 

 State liability 

 
 

 
Reading  
Read chapter 4 BPP Study Notes on the 
Law of the European Union  
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Prepare the seminar questions set on 
EU Law and National Courts. 
 
Lectures 
Two lectures on EU Law and National 
Courts. 
 
Seminar 
Student led discussion of the pre-
prepared seminar questions. 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research required.  
 

 
Weeks 
2&3 

Free Movement of Goods 

 Fiscal barriers to the free 
movement of goods (Arts 30 & 
110 TFEU) 

 Non-fiscal barriers to the free 
movement of goods (Arts 34 to 36 
TFEU) 

 

Reading  
Read chapters 5 and 6 Study Notes on 
the Law of the European Union 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Prepare the seminar questions set on 
the Free Movement of Goods. 
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Lecture 
Two lectures on the Free Movement of 
Goods. 
 
Seminar 
Student led discussion of the pre-
prepared seminar questions. 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research required.  
 

 
Weeks 
4&5 

 

Persons, Establishment and 
Services 
 

 Free movement of persons 

(Arts 20, 21 & 45 TFEU) 

 Freedom of establishment (Art 
49 TFEU) 

 Freedom to provide services 
(Art 56 TFEU) 

 
 

 
Reading  
Read chapters 7 to 9 BPP Study Notes 
on the Law of the European Union 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Prepare the seminar questions set on 
Free Movement 
 
Lectures 
Two lectures on the Free Movement of 
Persons. 
Two lectures on Establishment and 
Services 
 
Seminar 
Student led discussion of the pre-
prepared seminar questions. 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research required.  
 

 
Weeks 
6&7 

 

Competition Law 

 Anti-competitive collusion (Art 
101 TFEU) 

 Abuse of a dominant position 
(Art 102 TFEU) 

 

 
Reading  
Read chapters 10 and 11 BPP Study 
Notes on the Law of the European 
Union  
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Prepare the seminar questions set on 
Competition Law 
 
Lectures 
Two lectures on Competition Law. 
Seminar 
Student led discussion of the pre-
prepared seminar questions. 
 
Reflection 
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Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research required.  
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Module Title Land Law 

School Law School 

Level 7 

Credit Value 20 

Contact Hours Lectures: 20 Hours 

Seminars: 20 Hours 

 

Programme(s) LLM [Law Conversion] 

Module Leader Chris Kirkbride 

Related 
Modules 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 

Post-requisites None 

Excluded 
Combinations 

None 

External Accrediting Body (if 
appropriate) 

N/A 

Delivery Locations  
 (please specify all centres) 

London Waterloo, Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, 
Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Online 
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RATIONALE & DELIVERY 
 

What are the educational 
aims of the module?  

This module aims to equip students with the necessary 
high level knowledge of Land Law. It will also affirm their 
research, evaluation and decision-making skills in the 
context of the basic principles underpinning land law and 
the mechanics of some key proprietary rights in the 
context of residential and commercial property practice. 

What are the intended 
teaching methods (e.g. 
lecture, seminar, tutorial, 
workshop) and what is the 
ratio between them? 

Lectures: 20 hours 

Seminars: 20 hours 

 

How will the module be 
assessed?  

Formative 

 

This module is formatively assessed through one graded 
element of assessment. 
One formative seen assessment which will consist of the 
following parts: 

a. 6 MCQ based problem questions (25% weighting) 

b. Two from a choice of three problem based questions 
(75% weighting) 

 

 

Summative 

 

This module is summatively assessed through one graded 
element of assessment.  

 

The summative assessment will be an unseen 3 hour 
assessment consisting of the following parts: 

a. 6 MCQ based problem questions (25% weighting) 

b. Two from a choice of three problem based questions (75% 
weighting) 

 

If there is more than one 
assessment component how 
will the marks be combined? 

25% MCQs 

75% across problem based questions  

 
RESOURCES 
 

Who will teach the module?  
(please provide CVs)  

Existing BPP Law School staff with relevant expertise.   

A sample CV of a BPP Law School staff member is 
attached.   

 

 

What additional resources will 
the student require?  

Supplied Reading 

MacKenzie, Textbook on Land Law, 16th edition. 
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BPP Law School, Core Statute Book, BPP Learning 
Media 

BPP Study Notes and Case Book 

 

Further Recommended Reading 

Gardner, Introduction to Land Law, 4th edition, Hart 
 
Gravells, Land Law: Text and Materials, 4th edition, Sweet 
& Maxwell 
 
Megarry & Wade, The Law of Real Property, 8th edition, 
Sweet & Maxwell 
 
Gray, Elements of Land Law, 5th edition, Oxford 
 
Cheshire & Burn, Modern Law of Real Property, 18th 
edition, Oxford 
 
Thompson, Modern Land Law, 5th edition, Oxford 
 
Dixon, Modern Land Law, 9th edition, Routledge-
Cavendish 
 
McFarlane, Hopkins, and Nield, Land Law: Text, Cases 
and Materials (Third edition, 2015) 

 

Recommended Journals 

Journal articles will be recommended for each session. 

 

Web Resources 

Land Registry website - http://www.landregistry.gov.uk/  

 

 

http://www.landregistry.gov.uk/
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MODULE LEARNING OUTCOMES  
 
Knowledge and Understanding 
 

Ref A. Students should be able to demonstrate a: 

1 practical knowledge and systematic understanding of the doctrines and principles of 
land law and a critical awareness of current problems and insights at the forefront of 
the module syllabus areas and where appropriate offer new insights and 
evaluations;  

2 critical awareness and understanding of the law in relation to estates in land, third 
party interests, registered and unregistered title, enforceability generally, the 
operation of leases in both commercial and residential contexts and the operation of 
co-ownership of land under a trust; and 

3 Systemic and critical understanding of the practical aspects of remedies and 
enforcement against third parties in the context of the syllabus. 

 
Cognitive Skills 
 

Ref B. Students should be able to: 

1 analyse practical legal problems logically and provide a range of solutions to them 
in a client advice context informed by critical evaluation of their merits; and 

2 analyse primary legal source materials throughout the module and apply the law 
derived from this data to the solution of practical legal problems in both a client and 
academic context. 

 
Professional Skills and Attitudes 
 

Ref C. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate a critical understanding of the ethical and policy issues which underpin 
Land Law in England and Wales; 

2 demonstrate an ability to work independently and with originality in tackling and 
solving problems and overall act as autonomous professionals; and 

3 listen effectively to others, with a view to extracting relevant information, identifying 
gaps in information and/or distilling key points in order to form an original insight or 
critique. 

 
General Transferable Skills 
 

Ref D. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate an ability to make decisions with complex and unpredictable 
information and/or data in a client advice context; and 

2 evaluate and apply concepts learned in another area on the programme to their 
studies on this module. 
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SCHEME OF WORK 
 
Module Title: Land Law 
 
Module Leader: Chris Kirkbride 
 
Syllabus 
 

 The meaning of land 

 Estates in land 

 Leasehold estates and minor interests 

 Registered land 

 Unregistered land 

 Proprietary estoppel 

 Freehold covenants 

 Mortgages 

 Easements 

 Leases 

 Co-ownership 
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Week Content Learning and Teaching Strategy 

 
Weeks 
1&2 

 
The Meaning of Land and the 
Estates 
 

 The process for deciding whether 
a right has been acquired as a 
‘proprietary’ or ‘personal’ right in 
land; 

 Definition of ‘land’; 

 The principles which determine 
ownership of objects found on 
land;  

 Fixtures and chattels using case 
law principles and examples; 

 The concept of a freehold estate 
in land; 

 The formalities for creating 
contracts for land and the 
problems which have arisen in 
interpreting those formalities; 

 The remedies for breach of 
contract in a property context; 
and 

 Transferring the freehold estate 
and the requirements for a deed. 

 
 
 

 
Reading  
 
Please review Chapters 1 and 29 of 
MacKenzie, Textbook on Land Law, 
16th edition 
 
Journal Articles 
 
House of Commons briefing paper 
Number SN06073, ‘Shale Gas and 
Fracking’, 15 January 2016 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
 
Read and prepare for discussion of 
the seminar question set of Land and 
the Freehold Estate. 
Answer the pre-seminar Self-
Assessment Questions (SAQs) and 
bring those to the seminar. 
 
Lecture 
 
Interactive tutor-led lecture on the 
meaning of land and the estates in 
land. 
 
Seminar 
 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
Additional unseen activity brought by 
the lecturer for the seminar group to 
evaluate and prepare during class. 
 
Consolidation 
 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant topic 
content. 
 
Reflection 
 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
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Weeks 
3&4 

 
Leasehold Estate and Minor 
Interests 
 

 The concept of ‘term of years 
absolute’ or ‘lease’; 

 Different types of leases: fixed 
term and periodic tenancies; 

 The formalities for the creation 
of legal and equitable leases 
and their differences; 

 The protection and 
enforcement of leases against  
third parties; 

 The concept of commonhold. 

 Minor interests in land, and 
how they differ from an ‘estate’; 

 Interests are capable of being 
legal interests those interests 
which are only equitable; and 

 Legal and equitable interests; 
and the formalities necessary 
for creating those interests. 

 
 

 
Reading  
 
Chapters 10 (paras 10.1 – 10.4.4 and 
10.10) of MacKenzie, Textbook on 
Land Law, 16th edition 
 
Chapter 2 of MacKenzie, Textbook 
on Land Law, 16th edition 
 
Journal Articles 
 
As provided in each seminar. 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
 
Read and prepare for discussion of 
the seminar question set of 
Leasehold Estate and Minor 
Interests. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar. 
 
Lecture 
 
Interactive tutor-led lecture on the 
leasehold estate and minor interests. 
 
Seminar 
 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
Additional unseen activity brought by 
the lecturer for the seminar group to 
evaluate and prepare during class. 
 
Consolidation 
 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant topic 
content. 
 
Reflection 
 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
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Weeks 
5&6 

 

Registered and Unregistered Land 

 The rationale behind 
registration as a means of 
enforcing third party interests 
against a purchaser; 

 The classification of interests in 
registered land and understand 
the applicable rules in each 
class; 

 The concept of overreaching; 

 The remedies of rectification 
and indemnification; 

 The categories of land charges 
under the Land Charges Act 
1972 and the effect of either 
their non-registration or 
incorrect registration; 

 The concept of overreaching 
and, in particular, the 
formalities required for it to 
operate; and 

 The  doctrine of notice and 
recognise, in particular, where 
it applies in unregistered land 
today. 

 
 
 

 
Reading  
 
Please review Chapter 7 (paras 7.3, 
7.6 and 7.8 – 7.13) and Chapter 6 
of MacKenzie, Textbook on Land 
Law, 16th edition 
 
Journal Articles 
 
As provided in each seminar. 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
 
Read and prepare for discussion of 
the seminar question set on 
Registered and Unregistered Land. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar. 
 
Lecture 
 
Interactive tutor-led lecture on the 
system of registered and 
unregistered land. 
 
Seminar 
 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
Additional unseen activity brought by 
the lecturer for the seminar group to 
evaluate and prepare during class. 
 
Consolidation 
 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant topic 
content. 
 
Reflection 
 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
 

  



LLM [Law Conversion] Handbook 

 

Version 0.1 (September 2017) 75 
 

 
Weeks 
7&8 

 

Proprietary Estoppel and 

Consolidation 

 The different elements which 
make up the doctrine of 
proprietary estoppel; 

 Estoppel as an interest in land 
or creation of one; 

 Estoppel binding third parties; 
and 

 Consolidation of the foundation 
material and formative 
assessment. 

 
 
 

 
Reading  
 
Please review Chapter 21 
of MacKenzie, Textbook on Land 
Law, 16th edition 
 
Journal Articles 
 
As provided in each seminar. 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
 
Read and prepare for discussion of 
the seminar question set on 
Proprietary Estoppel. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar. 
Review material learnt and evaluated 
to date. 
 
Lecture 
 
Interactive tutor-led lecture on 
proprietary estoppel 
 
Seminar 
 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-.prepared seminar 
activity 
Formative assessment for the 
seminar group to evaluate. 
 
Consolidation 
 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant topic 
content. 
Continue the formative assessment. 
 
Reflection 
 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
 

 
Weeks 
9&10 

 

Freehold Covenants 

 The terminology of covenants; 

 The enforcement of covenants 
between original parties; 

 
Reading  
 
Please review Chapter 27 
of MacKenzie, Textbook on Land 
Law, 16th edition 
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 The common law position 
regarding the passing of the 
benefit and burden of 
covenants to successors in 
title; 

 The position in equity in 
relation to the passing of the 
benefit and burden of 
covenants to successors in 
title; 

 The circumstances in which a 
covenant might be discharged 
or modified; and 

 Advising a client in a complex 
legal scenario with ambiguous 
information. 

 
 
 

Journal Articles 

 

As provided in each seminar.  
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
 
Read and prepare for discussion of 
the seminar question set on Freehold 
Covenants. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar. 
Review material learnt and evaluated 
to date. 
 
Lecture 
 
Interactive tutor-led lecture on 
Freehold Covenants 
 
Seminar 
 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
Additional unseen activity brought by 
the lecturer for the seminar group to 
evaluate and prepare during class. 
 
Consolidation 
 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant topic 
content. 
 
Reflection 
 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
 

 
Weeks 
11&12 

 

Mortgages 

 The creation of mortgages; 

 The  mortgagor’s right to 
redeem; 

 The doctrine of undue 
influence; 

 The rights and remedies of the 
mortgagee; and 

 Termination of a mortgage. 
 
 
 

 
Reading  
 
Please review Chapter 27 
of MacKenzie, Textbook on Land 
Law, 16th edition. 
 
Journal Articles 
 
As provided in each seminar.  
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Independent Study/Preparation 
 
Read and prepare for discussion of 
the seminar question set on 
Mortgages. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar. 
Review material learnt and evaluated 
to date. 
 
Lecture 
Interactive tutor-led lecture on 
Mortgages. 
 
Seminar 
 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
Additional unseen activity brought by 
the lecturer for the seminar group to 
evaluate and prepare during class. 
 
Consolidation 
 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant topic 
content. 
 
Reflection 
 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
 

 
Weeks 
13&14 

 

Easements 

 The definition and essential 
characteristics of an easement; 

 Apply the rules on whether a 
right is capable of existing as 
an easement; 

 The difference between a grant 
and reservation of an 
easement; 

 Express creation of an  
easement;  

 The different ways an 
easement can be created 
impliedly; 

 Protect an easement against a 
new purchaser of the servient 
land; 

 
Reading  
 
Please review Chapter 26 
of MacKenzie, Textbook on Land 
Law, 16th edition. 
 
Journal Articles 
 
As provided in each seminar. 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
 
Read and prepare for discussion of 
the seminar question set on 
Easements. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar 
Review material learnt and evaluated 
to date. 
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 How an easement can be 
enforced; and 

 How an easement can be 
brought to an end. 

 
 
 

 
Lecture 
 
Interactive tutor-led lecture on 
Easements. 
 
Seminar 
 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
Additional unseen activity brought by 
the lecturer for the seminar group to 
evaluate and prepare during class. 
 
Consolidation 
 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant topic 
content. 
 
Reflection 
 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  

 
Weeks 
15&16 

 

Leases – Part 1 

 The essential characteristics of 
a lease; 

 The difference between a lease 
and a licence; 

 The main express and implied 
covenants in a lease and their 
meaning and effect; 

 The remedies for breach of 
covenant, and the law 
governing those remedies; 

 The law and procedure on 
forfeiture of a lease; 

 The other methods of 
termination of a lease at 
common law; 

 Qualifying conditions for 
protection under the Landlord 
and Tenant Act 1954, and how 
those conditions have been 
interpreted; 

 Procedure for terminating the 
current tenancy, applying for a 
new tenancy and opposing a 
new tenancy; and 

 
Reading  
 
Please review Chapters 10 (paras 
10.1–10.3) and 2, 11 and 13 (paras 
13.1 – 13.3) of MacKenzie, Textbook 
on Land Law, 16th edition. 
 
Journal Articles 
 
As provided in each seminar. 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
 
Read and prepare for discussion of 
the seminar question set on Leases. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar. 
Review material learnt and evaluated 
to date. 
 
Lecture 
 
Interactive tutor-led lecture on 
Leases. 
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 Provisions governing interim 
rent and the rent and other 
terms of new tenancies. 

 

Seminar 
 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
Additional unseen activity brought by 
the lecturer for the seminar group to 
evaluate and prepare during class. 
 
Consolidation 
 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant topic 
content. 
 
Reflection 
 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  

 
Weeks 
17&18 

 

Leases – Part 2 

 Liability for the burden of 
covenants in leases created 
before 1st January 1996, both 
in relation to the original 
covenantor and their 
successors in title; 

 Enforcing the benefit of 
covenants in leases created 
before 1st January 1996, both 
in relation to the original 
covenantee and their 
successors in title; 

 Liability for the burden of 
covenants in leases 
created after 1st January 1996, 
both in relation to the original 
covenantor and their 
successors in title; 

 Enforcing the benefit of 
covenants in leases 
created after 1st January 1996, 
both in relation to the original 
covenantee and their 
successors in title; 

 Whether the benefit/burden of 
covenants in leases can be 
enforced by/against sub-
tenants, both in relation to 
leases created before 1st 

 
Reading  
 
Please review Chapters 12, 10 
(paras 10.5 – 10.9) and para 13.4 
of MacKenzie, Textbook on Land 
Law, 16th edition. 
 
Journal Articles 
 
As provided in each seminar. 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
 
Read and prepare for discussion of 
the seminar question set on Leases 
2. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar. 
Review material learnt and evaluated 
to date. 
 
Lecture 
 
Interactive tutor-led lecture on 
Leases 2 and Business Tenancies. 
 
Seminar 
 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
Additional unseen activity brought by 
the lecturer for the seminar group to 
evaluate and prepare during class. 
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January 1996 and leases 
created after 1st January 1996; 

 Whether a tenant can pursue a 
subsequent tenant for losses 
incurred due to the actions of 
the subsequent tenant; and 

 Whether a landlord can pursue 
a subsequent landlord for 
losses incurred due to the 
actions of the subsequent 
landlord. 

 

 
Consolidation 
 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant topic 
content. 
 
Reflection 
 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  

 
Weeks 
19&20 

 

Co-Ownership 

 The history of the trust 
mechanism in relation to land; 

 How the trust of land operates 
in co-owned land; 

 How joint tenancies and 
tenancies in common arise; 

 The trust of land in this context; 

 Severance of an equitable joint 
tenancy and change in position 
following the severance of an 
equitable joint tenancy; 

 Co-ownership and termination; 

 Protecting the beneficial 
interest upon sale; 

 The Trusts of Land and 
Appointment of Trustees Act 
1996; 

 Relevant statutory provisions 
which will terminate co-
ownership; 

 Case law on court-ordered 
powers of sale; and 

 Rights of the beneficiaries in 
relation to occupation of the 
trust land. 

 

 
Reading  
 
Please review Chapters 12, 10 
(paras 10.5 – 10.9) and para 13.4 
of MacKenzie, Textbook on Land 
Law, 16th edition. 
 
Journal Articles 
 
As provided in each seminar. 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
 
Read and prepare for discussion of 
the seminar question set on Leases 
2. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar 
Review material learnt and evaluated 
to date. 
 
Lecture 
 
Interactive tutor-led lecture on Co-
Ownership 
 
Seminar 
 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
Additional unseen activity brought by 
the lecturer for the seminar group to 
evaluate and prepare during class. 
 
Consolidation 
 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant topic 
content. 
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Reflection 
 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
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Tort Law 

General Information 

 

School Law School 

Level 7 

Credit Value 20 

Contact Hours Lectures: 20 Hours 

Seminars: 18 Hours 

 

Programme(s) LLM [Law Conversion] 

Module Leader Kate Smith 

Related 
Modules 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 

Post-requisites None 

Excluded 
Combinations 

None 

External Accrediting Body  
(if appropriate) 

N/A for module 

 

Introduction 

 
Tort is one of the seven compulsory subjects that you will be studying on the LLM [Law 
Conversion]. Tort might be described as a cornucopia of bizarre, ridiculous and 
occasionally dangerous human behaviour, encompassing itchy underpants, old ladies 
stuck in lavatories, drunken helicopter rides and, when we get on to defamation, a good 
deal of celebrity-related gossip, sleaze and scandal. 
 
If you want a more sensible definition, the Law of Tort concerns the remedying of legal 
wrongs committed by one party against another via the civil rather than criminal courts. 
The Law of Tort essentially governs relationships between individuals, rather than 
between individuals and the state, by imposing duties upon them towards one another. 
These duties or liabilities are not dependent upon any agreement between the parties, 
or upon the consent of a party to shoulder such a burden, and it is this lack of agreement 
that distinguishes the Law of Tort from the law of contract. 
 
Such wrongs are generally remedied by awarding the injured party a sum of money or 
damages. The Law of Tort is therefore concerned with compensating those who suffer 
injury at the hands of a ‘tortfeasor’, and may be contrasted with the criminal law where 
the focus is upon punishing the wrongdoer.  
 
The scope of the Law of Tort is particularly broad and offers assistance where a person 
suffers injury to their physical person or their possessions, damage to their economic 
interests, or their reputation, or interference with their ownership or occupation of land.  
 
There is no unified system of tort with a single coherent set of legal principles; rather the 
subject breaks down into a number of different, disparate areas of liability or ‘torts’, each 
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with their own set of rules. During this course, you will study the torts of trespass to the 
person, and general negligence and its variations to cover special situations such as 
employment or the conduct of professionals. You will also learn about the law of 
defamation, and nuisance. There are other torts, beyond the scope of this course, such 
as deceit, wrongful interference with goods, harassment and privacy, which you may 
encounter in practice. 
 

Learning Outcomes  

 
Knowledge and Understanding 
 

Ref A. Students should be able to demonstrate a: 

1 practical knowledge and systematic understanding of the doctrines and 
principles of Tort Law and a critical awareness of current problems and insights 
at the forefront of the module syllabus areas and where appropriate offer new 
insights and evaluations;  

2 critical awareness and understanding of the law in relation to the principles of 
general negligence, clinical negligence, occupiers’ liability, employers’ liability, 
vicarious liability, defamation and nuisance; and 

3 systemic and critical understanding of the practical aspects of remedies and 
enforcement against tortfeasors and third parties in the context of the syllabus. 

 
Cognitive Skills 
 

Ref B. Students should be able to: 

1 analyse practical legal problems logically and provide a range of solutions to 
them in a client advice context informed by critical evaluation of their merits; and 

2 analyse primary legal source materials throughout the module and apply the law 
derived from this data to the solution of practical legal problems in both a client 
and academic context. 

 
Professional Skills and Attitudes 
 

Ref C. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate a critical understanding of the ethical and policy issues which 
underpin Tort Law in England and Wales; 

2 demonstrate an ability to work independently and with originality in tackling and 
solving problems and overall act as autonomous professionals; and 

3 listen effectively to others, with a view to extracting relevant information, 
identifying gaps in information and/or distilling key points in order to form an 
original insight or critique. 

 
General Transferable Skills 
 

Ref D. Students should be able to: 

1 demonstrate an ability to make decisions with complex and unpredictable 
information and/or data in a client advice context; and 

2 evaluate and apply concepts learned in another area on the programme to their 
studies on this module. 

 



LLM [Law Conversion] Handbook 

 

Version 0.1 (September 2017) 84 
 

Mode of Assessment 

 
This module is assessed through one graded element of assessment. Each assessment 
will also be indicatively graded to inform you of current progress. 
 
One formative seen assessment which will consist of the following parts: 

a. MCQ assessments available to students throughout their studies on the 
module; and 

b. One seen assessment which will provide an opportunity to practise a long 
form answer. 

 
The summative assessment will be an unseen three hour assessment consisting of the 
following parts: 

a. Six MCQ based problem questions (25% weighting) 
b. Two from a choice of three problem based and essay questions (75% 

weighting) 
 
The assessment is graded according to the marking and assessment criteria of the LLM 
[Law Conversion] programme. The pass mark for the assessment is 50%. 
 
This module is marked on a percentage basis, and the weighted module grade equates 
to 11% of the final mark for degree classification of the LLM [Law Conversion] 
programme. 
 

Key Reading 

 
Students will be directed to appropriate sections of these texts during the module.   
 
Mulheron, Principles of Tort Law, 1st edition, Cambridge 
 
BPP’s Cases & Materials: Tort Law 
 
BPP’s Study Notes: Tort Law 
 

Background Reading 

 
Listed below are texts which provide background to the concepts and content of the 
module and which may be used for reference either during the course or in your 
subsequent professional roles.  
 
Books 
 
McBride & Bagshaw, Tort Law, 5th edition, Pearson 
 
Steele, Tort Law: Text, Cases and Materials, 4th edition, Oxford 
 
Lunney & Oliphant, Tort Law: Text & Materials, 6th edition, Oxford 
 
Cane, Atiyah’s Accidents, Compensation and the Law, 8th edition, Cambridge 
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Peel and Goudkamp, Winfield and Jolowicz on Tort, 19th edition, Sweet & Maxwell 
 
Jones, Clerk & Lindsell on Torts, 21st edition, Sweet & Maxwell 
 
Samuel, Tort: Cases & Materials, 2nd edition, Sweet & Maxwell 
 
Weir, Tony, An Introduction to Tort Law, 2nd edition, Oxford University Press 
 
 
Journal Articles 
 
See Indicative Scheme of Work below. 
 
 
Web Resources 
 
Westlaw 
 
PLC (Practical Law Company) 
 
Hein Online 
 
Lawtel 
 
Lexis Library 
 
Jordans Family Law Online 
 
Bloomsbury Books Online 
 
Edward Elgar Publishing Online  
 

INDICATIVE SCHEME OF WORK – Tort Law 

 

Week Content Learning and Teaching Strategy 

 
Weeks 
1&2 

 
Introduction to Tort Law and 
Trespass to the Person 
 

 Define the subject of Tort Law 
and appreciate what Tort 
means;  

 Distinguish the Law of Tort 
conceptually from other subject 
areas;  

 Appreciate the role of policy 
within the Law of Tort;  

 Understand the shape of the 
Tort Law module on the LLM 
[Law Conversion] and how it is 
examined;  

 
Reading  
Mulheron, Principles of Tort Law, 
Chapters 1 and 14. 
BPP Study Guide, Chapters 1 & 2. 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Read and prepare for a discussion 
of the seminar questions set 
relating to policy in the Law of Tort 
and trespass to the person. 
Answer the pre-seminar Self-
Assessment Questions (SAQs) 
and bring those to the seminar. 
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 Define and critically evaluate 
the elements of the three torts 
that make up trespass to the 
person (assault, battery and 
false imprisonment);  

 Distinguish the rule in 
Wilkinson v Downton from the 
other trespass to the person 
torts; and  

 Critically analyse the case law 
in relation to these torts.  

 
 

Lecture 
Lecture around the meaning of 
Tort Law and trespass to the 
person 
 
Seminar 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
Possible additional unseen activity 
brought by the lecturer for the 
seminar group to evaluate and 
prepare during class 
 
Consolidation 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant 
topic content. 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
 

 
Weeks 
3&4 

 
Tort of Negligence: Damage, 
Duty of Care I and II 
 

 Define the term ‘duty of care’ 
and critically evaluate the 
role of policy in determining 
whether or not a duty exists;  

 Understand the different 
tests for establishing duty of 
care dependent on the 
damage caused to the 
claimant/victim;  

 Apply the test established in 
Caparo v Dickman to 
general negligence 
scenarios, with a focus on 
special duty situations and 
policy considerations;  

 Apply the tests for nervous 
shock in accordance with the 
claimant’s status in law; and 

 Critically evaluate the law in 
relation to nervous shock. 

 

 
Reading  
Mulheron, Principles of Tort Law, 
Chapters 2, 3 (you can omit pages 
131-146 as this relates to clinical 
negligence) and 5. 
BPP Study Guide, Chapters 3 & 4. 
 
Journal Articles 
Shircore, ‘Police Liability for 
Negligent Investigations: When will 
a Duty of Care Arise?’, DLR, 
11:33-62, 2006 
 
Adamou & Hale, ‘PTSD and the 
Law of Psychiatric Injury in 
England and Wales: Finally 
Coming Closer?’ JAAPL 31:327-
32, 2003 
 
Fordham, ‘Psychiatric Injury, 
Secondary Victims and the 
‘Sudden Shock’ Requirement’, 
SJLS, 1:41-58, 2014 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Read and prepare for discussion 
of the seminar question set on 
special duty situations and 
nervous shock. 
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Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar. 
 
Lecture 
Lecture around duty of care and 
nervous shock. 
 
Seminar 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
 
Consolidation 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant 
topic content. 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
 

 
Weeks 
5&6 

 

General Negligence: Duty of Care 

III and Breach of Duty 

 Distinguish pure economic 
loss from consequential 
economic loss and critically 
evaluate the distinction;  

 Apply and analyse the case 
law and relevant statutory 
provisions in relation to 
negligent misstatement;  

 Critically evaluate the 
standard of care as 
determined by the court; and  

 Understand and apply the 
tests for breach of duty in 
situations involving general 
negligence citing relevant 
case law.  

 

 
Reading  
Mulheron, Principles of Tort Law, 
Chapters 4, 6 and 7 (you can omit 
pages 363-384 as this relates to 
clinical negligence). 
BPP Study Guide, Chapters 5 & 6. 
 
Journal Articles 
PLC: Tort Claims for Pure 
Economic Loss Struck Out, 2014 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Read and prepare for discussion 
of the seminar question set on 
duty of care for economic loss and 
breach of duty. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
MCQs on pure economic loss and 
bring those to the seminar. 
 
Lecture 
Lecture around pure economic 
loss and breach of duty 
 
Seminar 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
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Consolidation 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant 
topic content. 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
 

 
Weeks 
7&8 

 

General Negligence: Causation – 

factual and legal 

 Explain and critique the law 
in relation to factual and 
legal causation;  

 Apply these complex legal 
principles to problem based 
scenarios and essay areas 
and evaluate the current 
state of legal thinking in 
relation to factual causation; 
and  

 Practically evaluate the 
mechanisms for breaking the 
chain of causation and their 
effectiveness in limiting 
liability. 

 
 

 
Reading  
Mulheron, Principles of Tort Law, 
Chapters 8 (you can omit pages 
411-486 as this covers clinical 
negligence) and 9. 
BPP Study Guide, Chapters 7 & 8. 
 
Journal Articles 
Fischer, ‘Tort Recovery for Loss of 
a Chance’, WFLR, 36:605-656, 
2001 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Read and prepare for discussion 
of the seminar question set on 
causation in general negligence. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar. 
Review material learnt and 
evaluated to date. 
 
Lecture 
Lecture around causation. 
 
Seminar 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
 
Consolidation 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant 
topic content. 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
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Weeks 
9&10 

Remoteness and General 

Defences  

 Critically evaluate the law as 
it relates to remoteness of 
damage in negligence 

 Understand and critically 
evaluate the law in relation 
to the three general 
defences of volenti non fit 
injuria; contributory 
negligence and illegality;  

 
 

 
Reading  
Mulheron, Principles of Tort Law, 
Chapters 8 (you can omit pages 
411-486 as this covers clinical 
negligence) and 9. 
BPP Study Guide, Chapters 7 & 8. 

 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Read and prepare for discussion 
of the seminar question set on 
general defences. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar.  
Answer the MCQs on Remoteness 
 
Lecture 
Lecture around remoteness and 
defences. 
 
Seminar 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
Formative assessment for the 
seminar group to evaluate. 
 
Consolidation 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant 
topic content. 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
 

 
Weeks 
11&12 

 

Clinical Negligence 

 Explain and critique the use 
of policy in relation to claims 
of clinical negligence;  

 Critically evaluate the role of 
the courts and medical 
profession in determining the 
standard of care owed;  

 Consider how the rules in 
relation to causation and 
remoteness have developed 
and continue to develop in 
light of recent case law; and  

 
Reading  
Mulheron, Principles of Tort Law, 
Chapters 10 plus read / re-read 
Chapter 3: 131-146; Chapter 7: 
363-384; and Chapter 8: 411-486 
on clinical negligence. 
BPP Study Guide, Chapters 9 & 
12 
 
Mulheron, Principles of Tort Law, 
Chapter 13 online content, pages 
215-250, and Chapter 18. 
BPP Study Guide, Chapters 10 & 
11. 
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 Critically evaluate the future 
of medical negligence claims 
in relation to the failure to 
warn of risks and patient 
consent. 

 

 

 
 

Journal Articles 

Farrell, Anne-Maree and Margaret 

Brazier, ‘Not so New Directions in 

the Law of Consent: Examining 

Montgomery v Lanarkshire Health 

Board (2016) 42 J Med Ethics 85 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Read and prepare for discussion 
of the seminar question set on 
clinical negligence.. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar. 
Review material learnt and 
evaluated to date. 
 
Lecture 
Lecture around Employers’ and 
Vicarious Liability. 
 
Seminar 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
 
Consolidation 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant 
topic content. 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  
 

 
Weeks 
13&14 

Employers’ and Vicarious 
Liability 

 

 Distinguish the law on 
employers’ and vicarious 
liability in relation to claims 
made by employees and 
third parties;  

 Understand and critique the 
duty of care owed by 
employers to employees;  

 Explain and analyse the law 
in relation to vicarious 
liability focusing on the tests 
for the employment 
relationship and course of 
employment; and 

 
Reading  
Mulheron, Principles of Tort Law, 
Chapter 12. 
BPP Study Guide, Chapter 13. 

 

Journal Articles 
Earnshaw and Morrison, 
‘Should Employers Worry? 
Workplace Stress Claims 
Following the John Walker 
Decision’, PR, 30:468-487, 
2001 
PLC Maintained Article on 
Vicarious Liability 
 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
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 Apply the above to problem 
based scenarios and essay 
questions citing and 
critiquing appropriate case 
law.  

 

 

Read and prepare for discussion 
of the seminar question set on 
Employers’ Liability. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar 
Review material learnt and 
evaluated to date. 
 
Lecture 
Lecture around Employers’ and 
Vicarious Liability. 
 
Seminar 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
 
Consolidation 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant 
topic content. 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required.  

 
Weeks 
15&16 

Occupiers’ Liability 

 Define Occupiers’ Liability 

and explain how it differs 

from general negligence. 

 Appreciate conceptually the 

relationship between the 

common law and the two 

Occupiers’ Liability Acts that 

govern this area. 

 Explain and critique the 

elements of an Occupiers’ 

Liability claim, including as 

to duty, breach, defences, 

and exclusion/warning 

notices. 

 Analyse the law so as to 

apply it to a problem 

scenario and/or essay. 

 

 
Reading 
Mulheron, Principles of Tort Law, 
Chapter 12 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Read and prepare for discussion 
of the seminar question set on 
Occupiers’ Liability. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar. 
Review material learnt and 
evaluated to date. 
 
Lecture 
Lecture around Occupiers’ 
Liability. 
 
Seminar 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
 
Consolidation 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant 
topic content. 
 
Reflection 
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Reflect on the topic. Have learning 

outcomes been achieved? Identify 

areas where further research 

required. 
 

Weeks 
17&18 

Defamation 

 Define defamation and 
distinguish between libel and 
slander;  

 Explain and critique the 
elements required to prove 
defamation, citing relevant 
statutory and case law 
authorities;  

 Explain, apply and evaluate 
the various defences 
available to a defendant in  
a defamation action, in 
particular, the defences of 
truth, privilege and fair 
comment;  

 Describe the various 
remedies available to a 
successful claimant; and 

 Critique the state of the legal 
process for victims of 
defamation with a focus on 
those who are unable to fund 
litigation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 
Mulheron, Principles of Tort Law, 
Chapter 15 

 

Journal Articles 
Gale, ‘Qualified Privilege in 
Defamation and the Evolution of 
the Doctrine of Reportage’, TTLR, 
23: 16-31 
Turner, ‘Internet Defamation Law 
and Publication by Omission: 
Multi-Jurisdictional Analysis’, 
UNSWLJ, 37: 34-62 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Read and prepare for discussion 
of the seminar question set on 
Defamation. 
Answer the pre-seminar SAQs and 
bring those to the seminar. 
Review material learnt and 
evaluated to date. 
 
Lecture 
Lecture around Defamation. 
 
Seminar 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
 
Consolidation 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant 
topic content. 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required. 
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Weeks 
19&20 

Torts Relating to Land, Revision, 

Consolidation 

 Define nuisance and 
distinguish the three torts 
relating to land covered: 
private nuisance; public 
nuisance and the rule in 
Rylands v Fletcher;  

 Identify and critically 
evaluate the elements of 
each tort and apply to 
problem based scenarios; 
and 

 Identify and analyse the 
remedies available to 
successful claimants.  

 Review of the material 
covered on the module. 

 

Reading  
Mulheron, Principles of Tort Law, 
Chapters 16 and 17. 
BPP Study Guide, Chapter 15. 

 

Journal Articles 
PLC Maintained Article: Common 
Law Nuisance 
 
Independent Study/Preparation 
Read and prepare for discussion 
of the seminar question set on 
torts relating to land. 
 
Lecture 
Lecture around torts relating to 
land. 
 
Seminar 
Student led activities on the SAQs 
and the pre-prepared seminar 
activity. 
 
Consolidation 
Post-seminar SAQs on relevant 
topic content. 
 
Reflection 
Reflect on the topic. Have learning 
outcomes been achieved? Identify 
areas where further research 
required. 
 
 

  



LLM [Law Conversion] Handbook 

 

Version 0.1 (September 2017) 94 
 

Research Project 
 
General Information 
 

School Law School 

Level 7 

Credit Value 50 

Contact Hours Lectures: 7.5 hours 
Seminars: 2 hours 
Supervision: 2 hours 

Programme(s) LLM [Law Conversion] 

Module Leader Alex Lawson 

Related 
Modules 

Pre-requisites None 

Co-requisites None 

Post-requisites None 

Excluded 
Combinations 

None 

External Accrediting Body  
(if appropriate) 

N/A for module 

 
Introduction 
 
This module aims to: 
 

 develop the students’ ability to identify which issues require researching when 
presented within a complicated factual matrix, involving several areas of law, which 
are not signposted for them;    

 develop the students’ ability to research different areas of law using a variety of paper 
and electronic sources and to make optimal use of available resources regardless of 
location or circumstances;   

 develop the students’ ability to identify which primary and secondary legal sources 
are of relevance to a given complex legal question and to use them appropriately in 
devising solutions to theoretical and practical aspects of the law;  

 develop the students’ ability to reflect on their own learning and to seek and make 
use of feedback in the context of optional supervision meetings;  

 develop the students’ understanding and awareness of ethical issues in research;  

 develop the students’ ability to bring together information from a variety of different 
sources and sift relevant materials from the irrelevant;    

 develop the students’ faculties of critical judgment in relation to the merits of different 
legal arguments and their ability to make a reasoned choice in the light of the exercise 
of this judgment;   

 develop the students’ ability to understand and use the English language proficiently 
in the context of academic legal writing;  

 develop the students’ ability to present an argument based upon extensive legal 
research in a way which is comprehensible to others and relevant to the concerns 
raised in the question;  

 read and digest legal materials written in technical and complex language and 
discuss them in the context of supervision meetings and through their final written 
work.  
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Relationship between module aims and the rationale of the LLM [Law Conversion] 
as a whole:  

 The Research Project module will develop the required level 7 skills and knowledge 
in the context of an academically rigorous programme of legal education, in 
preparation for entry onto the vocational stage of legal training and, ultimately, for 
practice as a legal professional.  

 As part of an academically rigorous programme of legal education, this module 
develops students’ knowledge of the general principles of a range of areas of 
substantive law, varying according to the question area selected.  

 The module will prepare students for entry onto the vocational stage of legal training 
and, ultimately, for practice as a legal professional.  

 This module will enhance and develop the general legal skills required on the LPC 
and BPTC, including legal methodology, analysis, research, critical analysis and 
problem solving.   

 The emphasis throughout the Research Project module will be on the development 
of skills, competencies and knowledge in a practical context, with the aim of 
equipping students for practice as a lawyer.  

 This module develops a range of the transferable skills required in professional 
employment, including presentation, written and spoken communication, analysis, 
problem solving and general research. 

 
Research methodology 
 
Students will be taught to systematically apply a practical legal scholarship approach as 
part of an intellectual enterprise through which to critically evaluate the law and 
communicate their arguments.   
 
Practical legal scholarship is the way that students will be asked to think about law which 
will impact the critical discussions they have, the resource materials used, arguments 
made and structure of their Practical Legal Scholarship Projects.   
 
The chosen methodology is in line with BPPs definition of scholarship – the application 
of the most current knowledge of a discipline or professional specialism to broader 
activities and practice, communicated in ways which are validated by peers and influence 
others beyond the institution (Boyer, 1990).   
 
The Project Development Team decided to focus on the practical legal scholarship 
methodology for the LLM [Law Conversion], as it best suits the personal and professional 
goals of students enrolled on such a course, as a stepping stone into legal practice.   
 
The Practical Legal Scholarship approach will be reflected in the kind of questions asked 
of students in assessments.  While many of the students have not yet had experience of 
the legal profession, the course will encourage them to ask practice-relevant questions.   
 
The LLM [Law Conversion] will inevitably guide students to ask complex expository 
questions such as what law applies to this client’s issue?  The course will also require 
students to ask evaluative questions about whether the law could be improved to allow 
for the client’s issue to be resolved more quickly or in a more cost-effective manner.   
 
The Practical Legal Scholarship approach was chosen over other jurisprudential 
methodologies (such as natural law) or even critical methodologies (such as Marxism or 
feminist theory)  
Learning Outcomes  
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Knowledge and Understanding 
 

Ref A. Students should be able to demonstrate: 

1 a systematic understanding of general principles relating to undertaking legal 
research (both academically and as a practitioner); 

2 a detailed awareness of the interrelationship between different areas of law 
(including both foundation and other areas); 

3 a comprehensive awareness of how academic law relates to factual problems 
students may well encounter in practice; and 

4 an awareness of ethical standards in research. 

 
Cognitive Skills 
 

Ref B. Students should be able to: 

1 critically analyse a complex factual problem and identify the relevant issues of 
fact and law; 

2 synthesise large quantities of information rapidly and apply that information to 
individual practical scenarios; and 

3 listen effectively, assimilating and evaluating complex data, including textual, 
numerical and/or statistical data including asking questions where relevant. 

 
Professional Skills and Attitudes 
 

Ref C. Students should be able to: 

1 coherently and accurately discuss the law relevant to a given problem/scenario; 

2 cogently and persuasively argue how the relevant law should be applied to the 
resolution of a given problem; 

3 demonstrate responsibility for the continuing development of their own legal 
education and competence;  

4 identify, find and use a range of sources of legal information, using information 
technology where appropriate, to assist in legal research and to extract the 
essential points from the data surveyed;  

5 carry out legal research which is thorough and precise; and  

6 autonomously investigate and research effectively using both paper and 
electronic sources and extract essential information. This involves students 
taking responsibility for their own learning. 

 
General Transferable Skills 
 

Ref D. Students should be able to: 

1 use language accurately and communicate information efficiently and effectively 
both orally and in writing;  

2 approach a problem logically, analyse complex factual situations and evaluate 
a range of solutions;  

3 evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of their own arguments as well as those 
of others; and  

4 demonstrate time management skills. 
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Mode of Assessment 
 
This module is assessed through one graded element of assessment. The formative 
assessment will also be indicatively graded to inform you of current progress. 
 
Formative 
Students will be given the opportunity to submit a draft outline of their Research Project 
for review by their supervisor. 
 
Students will also have the opportunity to submit formative written work in each of their 
seven compulsory modules throughout their programme of study. The feedback from 
these formative assessments, especially from Constitutional and Administrative Law and 
Equity and Trusts, where the modules are examined by written project, should also give 
strong guidance to students as to their use of academic legal writing.  
 
Summative 
 
9000 word Research Project 
 
The assessment is graded according to the marking and assessment criteria of the LLM 
[Law Conversion] programme. The pass mark for the assessment is 50%. 
 
This module is marked on a percentage basis, and the weighted module grade 
equates to 28% of the final mark for degree classification of the LLM [Law 
Conversion] programme.
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Syllabus 
 
The module will cover:  
  

 undertaking appropriate research and analysis to support conclusions;  

 writing clearly in plain, simple language and checking work for spelling and 
grammar, learning from previous inaccuracies; 

 working in an organised manner, using your own knowledge and expertise to 
deliver work on time and to a high standard;  

 making effective use of project management skills and techniques to deliver 
outcomes;  

 operating a wide range of legal research and other IT systems confidently, 
ensuring accuracy of data;  

 learning not to be restricted by traditional boundaries when thinking of ideas;  

 building independent ideas, thoughts and innovations into workable ideas; and  

 working autonomously. 
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Module Outline 
 
 

Week Content Learning and Teaching Strategy 

Induction 
Fortnight 

Research Lectures / Seminars 
covering:  

 Methods of legal 
research (2 hours) 

 Basic legal research (3 
hours) 

Methods of Legal Research: a two-hour 
lecture covering the main 
methodologies employed by the social 
sciences to give students the 
foundations of how to conduct legal 
research at level 7. This will be a gentle 
introduction to the subject to ease the 
transition from level 6 to level 7 study in 
a new discipline.  
 
Basic Legal Research: a one-hour 
lecture run by the library team, covering 
some of the basics of legal research. 
The students will be given a research 
task to undertake independently, which 
they will then need to self-assess using 
a prepared online e-tutorial. It is 
expected that students should take no 
more than 2 hours to complete this task 
and self-assess. 

1&2 Research Lectures / Seminars 
covering:  

 Using legal databases 
(2 hours) 

 Effective legal writing 
(2 hours) 

 

Using Legal Databases: a two-hour 
lecture run by the library, covering the 
key legal databases. The lecture will be 
interactive with small research tasks 
breaking up the two-hour session in 
which students will be encouraged to all 
participate to find the relevant 
authority/information.  
 
Effective Legal Writing: a two-hour 
seminar covering the basics of effective 
legal writing. This session will cover key 
aspects of academic legal writing whilst 
maintaining a focus on precision and 
concision, two important aspects of 
legal writing in practice.  
 
 

3&4 Research Lectures / Seminars 
covering:  

 The pitfalls of legal 
writing (Plagiarism) (1 
hour) 

 Drafting a research 
plan (1.5 hours) 

 
 

The Pitfalls of Legal Writing 
(Plagiarism): a one-hour lecture 
covering the pitfalls of poor legal writing 
with a focus on plagiarism, what it is and 
how to avoid it. This is especially 
important for international students who 
are not familiar with the seriousness of 
this offence. 
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Drafting a Research Plan: a 90-minute 
interactive lecture covering how to draft 
an effective research plan which 
students should use as a template for 
their first supervision meeting. 
 
Students will be given a list of Research 
Project themes which faculty consider 
able to supervise.  Students will need to 
submit  a research proposal by the end 
of teaching week 5 (of no longer than 
500 words in an agreed format). If 
students wish to do a Research Project 
on an area outside of the given themes, 
they should submit a research proposal 
for consideration by the module leader.  

5&6 Allocation of Research Project 
Supervisors 
 

Students will be allocated a Research 
Project supervisor once the proposals 
have been reviewed.  Students will 
collate a list of relevant reading for their 
Research Project and begin preliminary 
reading during this time.   

7&8 Supervision Meeting One Students are to have submitted the first 
draft of their research plan in advance 
of their first supervision meeting, which 
will take place by the end of teaching 
week 8. During this meeting, 
supervisors will be able to comment on 
the research plan submitted by the 
student. The focus here is on 
developing independent research skills 
and so supervisors will guide students 
accordingly.  

9&10 Submission of draft outline for 
review by supervisor 

Formative Assessment: the submission 
of the draft outline for review is the 
student’s chance to receive written 
feedback on their research work to 
date.  

11&12 Independent research by the 
student 

There is no formal contact with faculty 
during this fortnight.  

13&14 Return of the draft outline Students will receive feedback on their 
draft outline by the end of teaching 
week 14.  

15&16 Supervision Meeting Two During the second supervision meeting, 
students will be encouraged to discuss 
their feedback from the submitted draft 
outline and should discuss with their 
supervisor how they plan to incorporate 
the feedback into their final piece of 
written work.  

17&18 Writing up of the Research 
Project 

There is no formal contact with faculty 
during this fortnight. 
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19&20 Writing up of the Research 
Project 

There is no formal contact with faculty 
during this fortnight. 
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Assessment 
 
Please refer to the University Handbook for further information about assessment 
procedures such as the granting of extensions or applying for mitigating circumstances.  
 
A full set of assessment regulations is contained in the University’s General Academic 
Regulations and Manual of Policies and Procedures.   
 
The Purpose of Assessment 
 
Assessment is partly for your benefit: to help you learn by giving you accurate information 
on your progress and performance in order to help you reflect on your progress and plan 
activities to improve your knowledge, understanding, or skills. Assessment tasks and 
processes are themselves designed to provide you with additional learning opportunities. 
 
Assessment also gives you the opportunity to demonstrate what you have learned. It is 
the means by which your achievement is measured, in relation to the aims of your 
Programme and national statements about standards.   
 
All assessments are normally conducted by the Programme tutors (or their designated 
replacement in cases of absence or study leave) and a designated second marker for 
assessments which are weighted for degree classification. Marks are internally 
monitored and moderated at the conclusion of each round of assessment. 
 
Following internal marking, examination scripts are sent to the External Examiner. Their 
role is to scrutinise the academic standards of each award and the standards of student 
performance, the measurement of student achievement and the rigour and fairness of 
the assessment process. In addition, they approve all summative assessments, review 
all fails and grade boundaries and participate actively in relevant Board(s) of Examiners. 
 
Student results are then considered at the Board of Examiners, the decisions of which 
are ultimately ratified by the Academic Council. 
 
Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria 
 
Most programmes are made up of a series of programme modules. Each module (with 
the exception of the English legal system module) carries credit, and has defined learning 
outcomes. These detail what you are expected to achieve in that module. Your 
assessment is normally linked to the learning outcomes – to pass the module, you are 
normally expected to have met the learning outcomes. Sometimes, usually in 
introductory modules early in your Programme, you may be required to demonstrate 
active engagement with, and clear progress towards, achieving learning outcomes that 
you will take further in later modules. You may also receive details of the criteria that will 
be used in marking your work. You should use all this information to help you plan your 
work.   
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LLM [Law Conversion] – Level 7 Marking Criteria 
 

 High Distinction Distinction Merit Pass Compensatable 
Fail 

Fail Fail  

Criterion 80-100% 70-79% 60-69% 50-59% 45-49% 30-45% 0-29% 

Knowledge & 
Understanding 

a) Systematic 

understanding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Critical awareness 

of current 

problems and/or 

new insights  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) Research skills 

  

 

 

Outstanding 
understanding of 
topic knowledge, 
explicitly related 
to extremely 
comprehensive 
knowledge of the 
discipline.   

 

Outstanding 
critical 
awareness of 
current problems 
and/or new 
insights at the 
forefront of the 
field of study and 
professional 
practice. 

 

 

 

Outstanding 
understanding of 
techniques 
applicable to own 
research or 
advanced 
scholarship.  

 

 

Very good 
understanding of 
topic knowledge, 
explicitly related to 
comprehensive 
knowledge of the 
discipline.  

 

 

Very good critical 
awareness of 
current problems 
and/or new insights 
at the forefront of 
the field of study or 
professional 
practice. 

 

 

 

 

Very good 
understanding of 
techniques 
applicable to own 
research or 
advanced 
scholarship.  

 

 

 

 

Good 
understanding of 
topic knowledge, 
explicitly related to 
knowledge of the 
discipline.   

 

 

 

Good critical 
awareness of 
current problems 
and/or new 
insights, much of 
which is at, or 
informed by, the 
forefront of the  
field of study or 
professional 
practice.  

 

 

Good 
understanding of 
techniques 
applicable to own 
research or 
advanced 
scholarship.  

 

 

Adequate 
understanding of 
topic knowledge, 
explicitly related to 
some knowledge of 
the discipline.   

 

 

 

Adequate critical 
awareness of 
current problems 
and/or new 
insights, some of 
which is at, or 
informed by, the 
field of study or 
professional 
practice. 

 

 

 

Adequate 
understanding of 
techniques 
applicable to own 
research or 
advanced 
scholarship. 

 

 

Some 
understanding of 
central topic 
knowledge, 
implicitly related to 
some knowledge of 
the discipline. 

 

 

Some awareness 
of problems in the 
field of study or 
professional 
practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some 
understanding of 
techniques 
applicable to own 
research or 
advanced 
scholarship.   

 

 

 

Inadequate 
understanding of 
central topic 
knowledge, unclear 
or imprecise links 
to knowledge of 
the discipline. 

 

 

Inadequate 
awareness of 
problems in the 
field of study or 
professional 
practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inadequate 
understanding  
of techniques 
applicable to own 
research or 
advanced 
scholarship.  

 

 

Poor or no 
understanding of 
central topic 
knowledge, little or 
no links to 
knowledge of the 
discipline.   

 

 

Poor or no 
awareness of 
problems in the 
field of study or 
professional 
practice.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poor or no 
understanding of 
techniques 
applicable to own 
research or 
advanced 
scholarship.  

Argument Originality in the 
application of 

Originality in the 
application of 

Some originality in 
the application of 

Application of 
knowledge, 

Some application 
of knowledge, 

Inadequate 
application of 

Poor or no 
application of 
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 High Distinction Distinction Merit Pass Compensatable 
Fail 

Fail Fail  

Criterion 80-100% 70-79% 60-69% 50-59% 45-49% 30-45% 0-29% 

a) Application of 

knowledge  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Critical evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

knowledge, 
together with 
outstanding 
understanding of 
how established 
techniques of 
research and 
enquiry are used 
to create and 
interpret 
knowledge in the 
discipline. 

 

Outstanding 
critical evaluation 
of current 
research and 
advanced 
scholarship, such 
as developing 
critiques of 
methodologies 
and, where 
appropriate 
proposing new 
hypotheses.   

 

Outstanding 
ability to deal 
with complex 
issues both 
systematically 
and creatively, 
making sound 
judgments in the 
absence of 
complete data.  

knowledge, 
together with  
very good 
understanding of 
how established 
techniques of 
research and 
enquiry are used to 
create and 
interpret 
knowledge in the 
discipline. 

 

 

Very good critical 
evaluation of 
current research 
and advanced 
scholarship, such 
as developing 
critiques of 
methodologies 
and, where 
appropriate 
proposing new 
hypotheses.  

 

Very good ability to 
deal with complex 
issues both 
systematically and 
creatively, making 
sound judgments 
in the absence of 
complete data. 

knowledge, 
together with good 
understanding of 
how established 
techniques of 
research and 
enquiry are used  
to create and 
interpret 
knowledge in  
the discipline. 

 

 

 

Good critical 
evaluation of 
current research 
and advanced 
scholarship, such 
as developing 
critiques of 
methodologies. 

 

 

 

 

Good ability to deal 
with complex 
issues, making 
sound judgments 
in the absence of 
complete data. 

together with 
adequate 
understanding of 
how established 
techniques of 
research and 
enquiry are used to 
create and 
interpret 
knowledge in  
the discipline. 

 

 

 

Adequate critical 
evaluation of 
research and 
advanced 
scholarship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adequate ability to 
deal with complex 
issues, making 
appropriate 
judgments. 

together with some 
understanding of 
how established 
techniques of 
research and 
enquiry are used  
to create and 
interpret 
knowledge in  
the discipline. 

 

 

 

 

Some critical 
evaluation of 
research and 
advanced 
scholarship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some ability to 
deal with key 
issues, but 
judgments not 
always 
appropriate. 

knowledge, 
together with 
inadequate 
understanding of 
how established 
techniques of 
research and 
enquiry are used  
to create and 
interpret 
knowledge in  
the discipline. 

 

 

 

Inadequate critical 
evaluation of 
research and 
advanced 
scholarship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inadequate ability 
to deal with key 
issues, making 
inappropriate 
judgments. 

knowledge, 
together with  
poor or no 
understanding of 
how established 
techniques of 
research and 
enquiry are used  
to create and 
interpret 
knowledge in  
the discipline. 

 

 

 

Poor or no critical 
evaluation of 
research and 
advanced 
scholarship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poor or no ability  
to deal with key 
issues, making 
poor or 
inconsistent 
judgments.   

Presentation        
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 High Distinction Distinction Merit Pass Compensatable 
Fail 

Fail Fail  

Criterion 80-100% 70-79% 60-69% 50-59% 45-49% 30-45% 0-29% 

a) Communication 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Structure and 

referencing   

Outstanding 
ability to 
communicate 
knowledge, 
argument and 
conclusions 
clearly to 
specialist and 
non-specialist 
audiences. 

 

 

Outstanding 
structure, 
referencing 
precise and full. 

Very good ability  
to communicate 
knowledge, 
argument and 
conclusions clearly 
to specialist and 
non-specialist 
audiences. 

 

 

 

Very good 
structure, 
referencing precise 
and full. 

Good ability to 
communicate 
knowledge, 
argument and 
conclusions clearly 
to specialist and 
non-specialist 
audiences. 

 

 

 

Good structure, 
referencing may 
contain minor 
errors. 

Adequate ability  
to communicate 
knowledge, 
argument and 
conclusions to 
specialist and  
non-specialist 
audiences. 

 

 

Adequate 
structure, 
referencing 
contains minor 
errors or 
omissions. 

Some ability to 
communicate 
knowledge, 
argument and 
conclusions lack 
clarity and/or 
consistency. 

 

 

 

Some structure, 
referencing 
contains 
inconsistencies, 
errors or 
omissions. 

Inadequate ability 
to communicate 
knowledge, 
argument and 
conclusions lack 
clarity and/or 
consistency.  

 

 

 

Inadequate 
structure, 
references  
contain multiple 
inconsistencies, 
errors or 
omissions. 

Poor or no ability  
to communicate 
knowledge, 
argument and 
conclusions 
absent.   

 

 

 

 

Poor or no 
structure, no or 
poor referencing 
with numerous 
inconsistencies, 
errors and 
omissions.   

Employability skills 

a) Problem-solving 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Planning  

 

 

Demonstrates 
outstanding self-
direction and 
originality in 
tackling and 
solving 
problems. 

 

Demonstrates 
outstanding 
autonomy in 
planning and 
implementing 
tasks at a 
professional 
level.   

 

Demonstrates very 
good self-direction 
and originality in 
tackling and 
solving problems. 

 

 

 

Demonstrates very 
good autonomy in 
planning and 
implementing tasks 
at a professional 
level.   

 

 

Demonstrates 
good self-direction 
and some 
originality in 
tackling and 
solving problems. 

 

 

Demonstrates 
good autonomy in 
planning and 
implementing tasks 
at a professional 
level.   

 

Demonstrates 
adequate ability  
in tackling and 
solving problems. 

 

 

 

Demonstrates 
adequate 
autonomy in 
planning and 
implementing tasks 
at a professional 
level.   

 

Demonstrates 
some ability in 
tackling and 
solving problems. 

 

 

 

Demonstrates 
some autonomy  
in planning and 
implementing tasks 
at a professional 
level.   

 

Demonstrates 
inadequate ability 
in tackling and 
solving problems. 

 

 

 

Demonstrates 
inadequate 
autonomy in 
planning and 
implementing tasks 
at a professional 
level.   

 

Demonstrates poor 
ability in tackling 
and solving 
problems. 

 

 

 

Demonstrates poor 
or no autonomy  
in planning and 
implementing tasks 
at a professional 
level.   
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9.  Staff Contacts 
 

Programme Leaders 
 

London Waterloo 

Programme Leader: Kate Hutchings (katehutchings@bpp.com)  

 
  

mailto:katehutchings@bpp.com
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10.  Programme Regulations 
 
LLM [Law Conversion] 
 
1. Authority 
 
 These regulations are made under the University’s General Academic Regulations 

and are validated with the programme leading to the LLM [Law Conversion] 
 
2. Conflict with the General Academic Regulations 
 
 Except to the extent that the Academic Council has specifically approved 

derogation, in the event of a conflict between these regulations and the University’s 
General Academic Regulations the latter shall prevail. 

 
3. Conditions for Admission 
 

UK/EU students 
 
To be admitted to the programme candidates must have: 
• a minimum 2:1 honours degree (or equivalent) in any subject from a 

recognised UK institution. 
 
Non-EU international students 
 
To be admitted to the programme candidates must have: 
• a minimum 2:1 honours degree (or equivalent) in any subject from a 

recognised UK institution; and 
• if you have completed a degree outside the UK and you do not come from a 

‘majority English Speaking Country’ an IELTs level 6.5 score or equivalent, 
with a minimum of 6.0 in each area. 

 
4. Conditions of Acceptance 
 
 An offer of a place on the programme is subject to the terms and conditions 

stated in the documentation accompanying the offer, these regulations and the 
General Academic Regulations, as in force at the time of interpretation. The 
acceptance of the offer is taken as agreement to these regulations. 

 
5. Changing Modules or Specialisations 
 
 This is not available for this programme. 
 
6. Conditions for Progression 
 
 Not applicable for this programme. 
 
7. Reassessment of Failed Assessment(s) 
 

a) A student who fails an assessment should resit that assessment at the 
next assessment opportunity. 
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b) Where an assessment is divided into more than one component, a student 
who fails one or more assessment component(s) will only be reassessed in 
the failed assessment component(s). 

 
c) A student shall be permitted three attempts at each assessment 

component: one first sit and two resits. Further attempts may only be 
permitted in accordance with the regulations on appeals and the rules on 
concessions. 

 
d) Where a student resits and passes an assessment component the 

component mark shall be capped at the pass mark, 50%. The capped mark 
shall be aggregated with the original mark(s) of the other component(s) 
and the aggregated mark shall appear on the transcript. 

 
8. Conditions for the Granting of Awards 
 

a) No students shall be entitled to enrol for an award other than the LLM [Law 
Conversion]. 
 

b) A student who completes an approved programme of study, as described in 
the Diagram of Outcomes Leading to Award and Programme Learning 
Outcomes, shall be awarded the LLM [Law Conversion]. 
 

c) There are no exit awards.  
 
9. Classification 
 

a) There shall be four classifications for postgraduate awards: distinction, merit, 
pass and fail. 
 

b) The pass mark for all assessments is 50%. 
 

c) A merit classification is awarded when marks fall between 60% and 69%. 
 

d) The threshold mark for the award of a distinction is 70%. The conditions 
under which a distinction may be awarded are set out below. 

 
10. Conditions for the Award with Merit 
 

Candidates shall be eligible for the award with merit where they have: 
 
a) satisfied the conditions for the relevant award and; 
 
b) passed all assessments at first attempt: and 
 
c) achieved an aggregated, weighted percentage mark between 60% and 69%. 

 
11. Conditions for the Award with Distinction 

 
Candidates shall be eligible for the award with distinction where they have: 
 
a) satisfied the conditions for the relevant award and; 
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b) passed all assessments at first attempt; and 
 
c) achieved an aggregated, weighted percentage mark of 70% or above. 

 
12. Condonation 
 
 Condonation may only be granted where a student meets the eligibility criteria for 

condonation. 
 
 Please refer to Part H Section 1 of the Manual of Policies and Procedures for 

detailed guidance. 
 
13. Confidentiality 
 
 A student’s assessment results shall be confidential to the student; however the 

terms and conditions of the programme will allow results to be shared with the 
UKVI for the purpose of monitoring student progress for visa compliance purposes. 
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Curriculum Map  

 

 ELS Contract Law Tort Law 

Constitutional 
and 

Administrative 
Law 

Equity and 
Trusts Land Law Criminal Law EU Law Research 

Project 

P
ro

g
ra

m
m

e
 L

e
a

rn
in

g
 O

u
tc

o
m

e
s

 

 

K
n
o

w
le

d
g
e

  

a
n

d
 

 U
n
d

e
rs

ta
n

d
in

g
 

1 K1, K2, K3   K1      

2 K1, K2   K2    K2  

3  K1, K2, K3, K4 K1, K2, K3 
K3, K4, K5, K6, 
K7, K8 

K1, K2, K3 K1, K2, K3 K1, K2, K3 K1, K2, K3 K1, K2, K3, K4 

4         K1, K2, K3, K4 

5  K1, K2, K3, K4 K1, K2, K3 
K3, K4, K5, K6, 
K7, K8 

K1, K2, K3 K1, K2, K3 K1, K2, K3 K1, K2, K3 K1, K2, K3 

C
o
g

n
it
iv

e
  

S
k
ill

s
 

1 C1 C1, C2 C1, C2 C1 C1, C2 C1, C2 C1, C2 C1, C2 C1, C2, C3 

2  C1 C1 C1 C1 C1 C1  C1 

3 C2 C2 C2 C2 C2 C2 C2 C2 C2 

4  C1, C2 C1, C2 C3 C1, C2 C1, C2 C1, C2 C1, C2 C1, C2, C3 

5  C1, C2 C1, C2 C4 C1, C2 C1, C2 C1, C2 C1, C2 C1, C2, C3 

P
ro

fe
s
s
io

n
-

a
l 
S

k
ill

s
 

1  P3 P3 P1, P3 P3 P3 P3 P1 P4, P5, P6 

2  P1 P1 P1 P1 P1 P1 P1 P1, P2 

3 P1, P2 P3 P3 P2 P3 P3 P3 P2 P3, P4 

4  P2 P2 P3 P2 P2 P2  P6 

G
e
n

e
ra

l 

T
ra

n
s
fe

rr
a
-

b
le

 S
k
ill

s
 1 G1, G3 G1 G1 G1, G3, G4, G5 G1 G1 G1 G1, G2, G3 G1, G2, G3, G4 

2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G3 

3  G2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G2  G2, G3 

4  G2 G2 G2 G2 G2 G2  G2 
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Assessment Map 
 

 ELS Contract Law Tort Law 
Constitutional and 
Administrative Law 

Equity and 
Trusts 

Land Law Criminal Law EU Law Research Project 

 
CBA 

Summative 
MCT 

MCQs and 
Problem 

Questions 

MCQs and 
Problem 

Questions 
Essay / Project Essay / Project 

MCQs and Problem 
Questions 

MCQs and 
Problem 

Questions 
CBA Extended Essay 

P
ro

g
ra

m
m

e
 L

e
a

rn
in

g
 O

u
tc

o
m

e
s

 

K
n
o
w

le
d
g
e
  

a
n
d

 

 U
n
d
e
rs

ta
n
d
-

in
g
 

1 X   X      

2 X   X    X  

3  X X X X X X  X 

4         X 

5  X X X X X X X X 

C
o
g

n
it
iv

e
  

S
k
ill

s
 

1 X X X X X X X X X 

2  X X X X X X  X 

3 X X X X X X X X X 

4  X X X X X X X X 

5  X X X X X X X X 

P
ro

fe
s
-

s
io

n
a
l 

S
k
ill

s
 1  X X X X X X X X 

2  X X X X X X X X 

3 X X X X X X X X X 

4  X X X X X X  X 

G
e
n

e
ra

l 

T
ra

n
s
f-

e
rr

a
b

le
 

S
k
ill

s
 1 X X X X X X X X X 

2 X X X X X X X X X 

3  X X X X X X  X 

4  X X X X X X  X 

 
 


