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Introduction to the course 
 
Details 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a non-credit bearing and non-award bearing course, which means that study undertaken does not 

count towards any undergraduate or postgraduate programme that you may go on to study in the 

future. However, on completion of this course you will receive certification to show the level of English 

Language that you have reached both overall and in the individual skills - writing, reading, listening and 

speaking.  

Academic 2 is an intensive course which is designed to develop the academic language, study skills and 
cultural awareness required for university study and life in the UK. 
 
On successful completion of this course, you will be able to: 

 Demonstrate awareness of academic English at the transitional level 

 Demonstrate the linguistic ability to progress to advanced level EAP study (e.g. Academic 3) 

 Understand and apply the core language skills (reading, writing, speaking and listening) to follow 
an undergraduate Business degree programme at BPP University  

 Understand and apply academic English vocabulary and grammar to follow an undergraduate 
Business degree programme at BPP University 

 Sufficiently communicate and manage interaction with native speakers 

 
During the course, you will work with your Personal Tutor in completing your Individual Learning Profile 

(ILP) which is aimed at helping you set and achieve educational goals, identify areas for improvement, 

and develop key personal development skills.  

  

 
 

 

 

Course Title 
 
Academic 2 
 

Delivering Body BPP University 
School of Foundation & English Studies 

Materials Coursebook and VLE (details below) 

Tutorials 
All students produce an Individual Learning Profile (ILP) and 

work with a Personal Tutor throughout their studies.  
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Course overview 
 The General and Academic English Courses at SoFELS consists of six levels 

 When you finish, you will receive a transcript showing the level of English you have reached for 
each term of study you undertake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Course duration 12 weeks (10 x teaching weeks, 1 x 
Induction week, 1 x Assessment week) 

 On successful completion of Academic 2, it is possible 
to start undergraduate Business degree programmes.  

 On successful completion of Enhanced Presessional 1, 
it is possible to start undergraduate Business degree 
programmes.  

 

General One 

General Two 

BPP University Nursing and Dentistry 

degree programmes 

BPP University BSc Business & 

Accounting programmes 

BPP University BSc & MSc Business & 

Accounting programmes; LLB, LLM 

and GDL programmes 

Academic One 

 

Academic Two / 

Enhanced 

Presessional 1 

Academic Four 

 

Academic Three 

Enhanced 

Presessional 2 

Contacts  
 
Helen McKenna: HelenMcKenna@bpp.com 
Module Leader (English Language, Study & Communication Skills) 
 
David Donnarumma: DavidDonnarumma@bpp.com 
Head of English 
 
Marcia Gomes: marciagomes@bpp.com 
Senior Programme Administrator 
 

 

mailto:HelenMcKenna@bpp.com
mailto:DavidDonnarumma@bpp.com
mailto:marciagomes@bpp.com
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Assessments 
 
Academic 2 

 

 

 

Assessment Weighting 
Portfolio – 
completed 

during course 
End of term assessment 

Writing  
component 

25% N/A 
100%  -  Timed essay under examination conditions 
(60 minutes) 

Reading element 25% 
N/A 

 
100% - Timed comprehension test (60 minutes) 

Speaking  
element 

 
25% N/A 

100% - Seminar speaking examination  
(approx. 15-25 minutes per group) 

Listening  
element 

25% 
N/A 

 

 
100% - Timed comprehension test (60-90 minutes) 
 

Grading system 
In accordance with BPP University’s policy, students must achieve 40% or higher both in the writing 
component and overall in order to pass the course. Higher achievement will be awarded as follows:  

 Merit (60-69%) 

 Distinction (70% and above) 
 
Students can undertake more than one term of study but must reach the requisite standard of English 
before progressing to the next course level. Once a student has reached the requisite English language 
level, they are also eligible to progress to a relevant BPP University degree programme, provided that they 
meet all other entry requirements. 
 

 

 

 

Formative Assessment 
Designed to ensure that students have the 
opportunity to practice assessments, achieve 
learning objectives, and receive tutor feedback on 
their progress.  
 
Formative assessment grades do not contribute to 
the final grade and can be formed of individual or 
group tasks.   

 
 

Summative Assessment 
These contribute to a final grade and, unless 
otherwise stated, are individual assessments.  
 
Each level of the course is assessed through the 
completion of summative examinations and/or 
portfolio tasks, testing the following English 
Language skills: Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing.  

 
 

Please note that it is your responsibility to know when your deadlines are 

due and examinations are taking place. If you do not attend an exam or 

fail to submit an assessment without good cause, you will receive a FAIL 

grade.  
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Materials 

The core text book used for Academic 2 is the following:  
 

 Cambridge Academic English Intermediate, Thaine, C. 2012 
 

        

 

Additional resources can be found here once you have entered the activation code:- 

http://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/catalog/english-academic-purposes/cambridge-

academic-english 

 

Suggested Reading 
Below is an indicative book list that you may find helpful when studying Academic 2: 
  

 Murphy, R. (2012). English Grammar in Use for Intermediate Learners. Cambridge: CUP 
 

Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) 

The VLE page for this course is: ELSCS Academic 2. It can be found by following this link 

http://my.bpp.com/vle/course/view.php?id=105 

It is essential that you are able to access this page as it contains vital information about the course and 

will be used both for class and homework tasks. Please make sure you have access to this page; speak to 

your tutor or module leader as soon as possible if you are unsure how to do this.  

http://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/catalog/english-academic-purposes/cambridge-academic-english
http://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/catalog/english-academic-purposes/cambridge-academic-english
http://my.bpp.com/vle/course/view.php?id=105
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Tutor and Student Expectations 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Your tutor will 

facilitate team 

working activities 

You will actively 

engage in 

discussion and 

participate in group 

activities 

 

Your tutor will 

plan and prepare 

class activities in 

advance 

You will come to 

class having 

adequately 

prepared 

 

Your tutor will act 

professionally and 

treat you with 

respect 

You will be 

professional and 

treat your tutors 

and peers with 

respect 

 

You will avoid 

distractions by 

switching off 

mobile phones 

and other devices 

Your tutor will 

encourage active 

learning and 

engagement 

Your tutor will 

create a 

supportive 

environment 

 

You will attend all 

scheduled classes 

and appointments 

 

Your tutor will start 

on time 

You will arrive at 

classes before the 

start time so that 

you are ready to take 

part immediately 
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Attendance Policy 

You must attend every lesson and are expected to arrive on time and stay until the end of the lesson. 

This is because missing a lesson, or part of a lesson, means you could miss information that is important 

for your learning.  

Remember – poor attendance puts your visa at risk and you may not be able to continue with your 

studies. To avoid this happening, make sure you do the following: 

1. Attend every lesson on time and stay until the end of class 
2. If you are unwell and unable to attend, email SoFELSenquiry@bpp.com to explain the reason 

for your absence  
3. If you are absent from school for three consecutive days, you must provide evidence e.g. a letter 

from the doctor or hospital 
4. Keep your attendance above 85%  

 

Lateness Policy 

You must attend every lesson, making sure that you arrive on time. There will be a 20-30 minute break 

per class; speak to your tutor if you need to leave the classroom when you’re not on break.  

Please note the following:  
 

1. You must be ready to start your class on time  
2. You will be marked absent if you are over 15 minutes late 
3. If you are consistently late to class, you will be required to meet with the Module Leader and/or 

Head of English; this meeting will be noted on your record   
4. If you leave class early you will be marked absent from the second session  

 

Mobile phones policy 

Mobile phones must be switched off and in your bag during the lesson. You may not use your mobile 

phone for any purpose, including as a clock, unless told to by your teacher. 

 

Social programme 

While studying Academic 2, you will go on two class trips as part of your timetable. This is a great way to 

make new friends and get to know London better. Previous off-campus trips have included:  

 The British Museum  

 The Tate Modern  

 The Bank of England Museum  

 Southbank Scavenger Hunt 

 Kenwood House  

 Borough Market 
 

Other social programme activities on offer at SoFELS include 

free pronunciation and conversation classes, end-of-term 

events, writing competitions, and visits to public lectures.  

mailto:SoFELSenquiry@bpp.com
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Academic 2: Scheme of Work 
 

What will I be doing each week? 

Week Learning Objectives Materials 

Week 0: 

Induction 

Introduction to the Programme 

To meet students and introduce them to the aims 

and expectations of the course. 

To build cultural awareness of the learning 

environment in the UK. 

Worksheets 

VLE Materials 

Week 1  To discuss individual action plans and 
connect to personal objectives.   

 To consider how information is organised in 
a text. 

 To practice using linking words.  

 To focus on academic study. 

 To discuss the differences between 
academic English language and general 
English language. 

 To introduce key terms for academic reading 
and writing. 

 To introduce / review language of study 

 To consider techniques to deal with 
unknown vocabulary. 

 To understand how to use libraries.  

 To consider reading for university study. 

 To focus on reading techniques – gist, 
skimming and scanning. 

 To introduce/ review the -ing forms. 

 To introduce / review the use of present 
simple for reporting in academic writing. 

 To practice making nouns from verbs. 

 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate : Academic Orientation 

(pp. 8-13) 

 

Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate: Unit 1 (pp.14-25) 

 

IELTS Resource Pack: Activity 24 

(pp.90-93) 

 

 

 

 

Week 2  To practise listening for the exam. 

 To introduce students to the writing 
process. 

 To understand essay questions. 

 To identify the relevance of a text. 

 To focus on essay structure, particularly 
compare and contrast essays.   

Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate: Unit 2 (pp. 26-37) 
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 To analyse an essay and the structure of a 
paragraph. 

 To focus on academic referencing.  

 To practise present perfect and past simple.  

 To introduce the use of present perfect for 
reporting.  

 To practice noun phrases.  

 To identify and produce collocations.  

 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Week 3  To practice reading for the exam. 

 To learn how to select appropriate research 
material. 

 To focus on approaches to note-taking for 
texts and lectures. 

 To practise listening skills – gist and detail – 
for lectures. 

 To discuss the importance of peer-feedback  

 To practice conditional forms.  

 Speaking practice: presenting the ideal 
company. 

 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate: Unit 3 (pp. 42-51) 

Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate: Lecture A  (pp. 38-41) 

 

 

Week 4  To practice interactive reading. 

 To practice reading for the main ideas in a 
text.  

 To practice summarising a text.  

 To look at prepositional phrases in context.  

 To introduce students to seminars. 

 To practice participating in a seminar 
(suggested topic: Using Facebook at work 
should be banned). 

 To look at drafting and building arguments. 

 To understand the use of phrases of 
frequency. 

 To practice listening skills: gist and detail 

 To consider signposting language in 
lectures. 

 

Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate: Unit 4 (pp. 54-65) 

 

 

Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate: Lecture Skills B (pp.66-

68) 
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Week 5  To recognise and use business collocations  

 To listen to and recognise the stages 
involved in presenting a process 

 To focus on language aimed at giving and 
sequencing information in seminar 
presentations 

 To consolidate presentation style language 

 To practise reading to understand concepts 
and terminology 

 To focus on expressing different levels of 
certainty.  

 To practise using defining terms  

 To introduce language to enable goal-setting 
and planning 

 To focus on academic vocabulary and word 
building 

 To focus on process writing (drafting, 
revising and redrafting) 

 To identify and consider the usefulness of 
signposting language in lectures 

 To employ lecture notes and extend 
research  

 To consolidate writing definitions 

 To practise effective note-taking strategies 
(mind-mapping) when listening 

 To focus on useful comparing and 
contrasting language in context  

 To practise comparing and contrasting when 
speaking 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate: pp 68-81 

 

Instant Academic Skills pp. 53-54 

 

Week 6  To practice for the final examinations: mock 
examinations  

 To focus on language of agreeing and 
disagreeing  

 To develop ideas for discussion  

 To focus on close reading skills  

 To analyse information in more complex 
texts  

 To practice grammar in context: Modal 
expressions 

 To practice grammar in context: Relative 
Clauses 

Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate: pp 82-91 
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 To select information for use in essays and 
to introduce  paraphrasing  

 To practice avoiding plagiarism  

 To look at cohesion in writing – clause, 
sentence and paragraph level (linking words) 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Week 7  To provide feedback on Mock examinations: 
reading, writing, listening and seminars 

 To practice listening for gist and detail 

 To look at paraphrasing techniques and 
practice 

 To focus on comparing and contrasting 
language in context 

 to practice using articles 

 To practice recognising clause types and 
joining ideas 

 To practice listening for specific information 

 To use comparative language in discussions 

 To focus on word families and word building 
– Innovation 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

 Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate: pp 98-109,  

 

Exploring British Culture, pp. 114-115 

Instant Academic Skills, 1B 

 

Academic Vocabulary in Use, pp.96-97 

Week 8  To practice listening and answering 
questions from notes 

 To practice using transition  phrases in 
presentations 

 To look at descriptive language and focus on 
clarity and conversation skills. 

 To look at text organisation to help 
coherence. 

 To practice passive constructions. 

 To look at note-taking and summarising  

 To predict information from visuals 
(listening to lectures 

 To focus on beginnings and endings in 
lectures. 

 To focus on critical thinking. 

 To predict information from visuals. 

 To look at language for focusing on visuals. 

 To focus on beginnings and endings of 
lectures. 

Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate: pp 94-97, 110-113, 116-

120 

 

Instant Academic Skills, Unit 10A 
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 To focus on critical thinking. 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Week 9  To practice reading skills and focus on 
vocabulary (prepositions). 

 To review cohesive devices 

 To focus on repair strategies in listening to 
lectures  

 To look at text organisation. 

 To look at hedging language.  

 To practice scan and interactive listening. 

 To practice generating ideas. 

 To look at cohesive devices. 

 To focus on in-text referencing. 

 To practice discussion: global warming  

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate: pp. 126-130, 132-135, 

137, 150-153 

 

Academic Vocabulary in Use, p. 112 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 10  To focus on writing conclusions.  

 To look at ways of understanding text 
organisation. 

 Language in context: to understand and 
practice reduced relative clauses. 

 To review essay planning. 

 To review introductions. 

 To focus on reading for relevant 
information.  

 To practice reading skills for the final 
examination. 

 To practice referencing: inserting quotations  

 To practice listening for the exam  

 To practice note-taking while listening to a 
lecture 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Speaking examination: seminars  

Cambridge Academic English 

Intermediate: pp. 138-148 

 

Study Listening, unit 8 

Instant Academic Skills, unit 12 B 

 

 


