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Introduction to the course 
Details 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a non-credit bearing and non-award bearing course, which means that study undertaken does not 

count towards any undergraduate or postgraduate programme that you may go on to study in the 

future. However, on completion of this course you will receive certification to show the level of English 

Language that you have reached both overall and in the individual skills - writing, reading, listening and 

speaking.  

Academic 3 is an intensive course which is designed to develop the advanced academic language, study 
skills and cultural awareness required for university study and life in the UK. 
 
On successful completion of this course, you will be able to: 

 
 Demonstrate awareness of academic English at the advanced level 

 Demonstrate the linguistic ability to progress to advanced level EAP study (ELSCS Academic 4) 

 Understand and apply the core language skills (reading, writing, speaking and listening) to follow 
an undergraduate Law degree programme or postgraduate degree programmes at BPP University  

 Understand and apply academic English vocabulary and grammar to follow undergraduate Law 
degree programme or postgraduate degree programmes at BPP University  

 Communicate and manage interaction with native speakers with ease 
 

During the course, you will work with your Personal Tutor in completing your Individual Learning Profile 

(ILP) which is aimed at helping you set and achieve educational goals, identify areas for improvement, 

and develop key personal development skills.  

 

 

 

 

Course Title 
 
Academic 3 
 

Delivering Body BPP University 
School of Foundation & English Studies 

Materials Coursebook and VLE (details below) 

Tutorials 
All students produce an Individual Learning Profile (ILP) and 

work with a Personal Tutor throughout their studies. 
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Course overview 
 The General and Academic English Courses at SoFELS consists of six levels 

 When you finish, you will receive a transcript showing the level of English you have reached for 
each term of study you undertake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Course duration 12 weeks (10 x teaching weeks, 1 x 
Induction week, 1 x Assessment week). 

 On successful completion of Academic 3, it is possible to 
start undergraduate Business or Law degree 
programmes; postgraduate Business and Law degrees. 

 On successful completion of Enhanced Presessional 2, it is 
possible to start undergraduate Business or Law degree 
programmes; postgraduate Business and Law degrees. 

General One 

General Two 

BPP University Nursing and Dentistry 

degree programmes 

BPP University BSc Business & 

Accounting programmes 

BPP University BSc & MSc Business & 

Accounting programmes; LLB, LLM 

and GDL programmes 

Academic One 

 

Academic Two / 

Enhanced 

Presessional 1 

Academic Four 

 

Academic Three 

Enhanced 

Presessional 2 
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Assessments 

Academic English 3 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Assessment Weighting Portfolio – 
completed 

during course 

End of term assessment 

Writing  
component 

25% N/A 100%  -  Timed essay under examination conditions 
(60 minutes) 

Reading element 25% N/A 
 

100% - Timed comprehension test (60 minutes) 

Speaking  
element 

 

25% N/A 100% -  individual presentation 
(approx. 10 minutes per person) 

Listening  
element 

25% N/A 
 

 
100% - Timed comprehension test (60-90 minutes) 
 

Grading system 
In accordance with BPP University’s policy, students must achieve 40% or higher both in the writing 
component and overall in order to pass the course. Higher achievement will be awarded as follows:  

 Merit (60-69%) 

 Distinction (70% and above) 
 
Students can undertake more than one term of study but must reach the requisite standard of English 
before progressing to the next course level. Once a student has reached the requisite English language 
level, they are also eligible to progress to a relevant BPP University degree programme, provided that they 
meet all other entry requirements. 
 

 

 

 

Formative Assessment 
Designed to ensure that students have the 
opportunity to practice assessments, achieve 
learning objectives, and receive tutor feedback on 
their progress.  
 
Formative assessment grades do not contribute to 
the final grade and can be formed of individual or 
group tasks.   

 
 

Summative Assessment 
These contribute to a final grade and, unless 
otherwise stated, are individual assessments.  
 
Each level of the course is assessed through the 
completion of summative examinations and/or 
portfolio tasks, testing the following English 
Language skills: Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing.  

 
 

Please note that it is your responsibility to know when your deadlines are 

due and examinations are taking place. If you do not attend an exam or 

fail to submit an assessment without good cause, you will receive a FAIL 

grade.  
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Materials 

The core text book used for Academic 3 is the following:  
 

 Hewings, M (2012), Cambridge Academic English B2 Upper Intermediate, Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Additional resources can be found here:-

http://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/catalog/english-academic-purposes/cambridge-

academic-english/resources 

 
Suggested Reading 
Below is an indicative book list that you may find helpful when studying Academic English 1: 

 Bailey, S (2015), Academic Writing, A Handbook for International Students, Routledge (Fourth 
Edition) 
Additional resources are available online www.routledge.com/cw/bailey 

 

Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) 

The VLE page for this course is: ELSCS Academic 3. It can be found by following this link 

http://my.bpp.com/vle/course/view.php?id=914 

It is essential that you are able to access this page as it contains vital information about the course and 

will be used both for class and homework tasks. Please make sure you have access to this page; speak to 

your tutor or module leader as soon as possible if you are unsure how to do this.  

http://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/catalog/english-academic-purposes/cambridge-academic-english/resources
http://www.cambridge.org/gb/cambridgeenglish/catalog/english-academic-purposes/cambridge-academic-english/resources
http://www.routledge.com/cw/bailey
http://my.bpp.com/vle/course/view.php?id=914
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Tutor and Student Expectations 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Your tutor will 

facilitate team 

working activities 

You will actively 

engage in 

discussion and 

participate in group 

activities 

 

Your tutor will 

plan and prepare 

class activities in 

advance 

You will come to 

class having 

adequately 

prepared 

 

Your tutor will act 

professionally and 

treat you with 

respect 

You will be 

professional and 

treat your tutors 

and peers with 

respect 

 

You will avoid 

distractions by 

switching off 

mobile phones 

and other devices 

Your tutor will 

encourage active 

learning and 

engagement 

Your tutor will 

create a 

supportive 

environment 

 

You will attend all 

scheduled classes 

and appointments 

 

Your tutor will start 

on time 

You will arrive at 

classes before the 

class starts so that 

you are ready to take 

part immediately 
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Attendance Policy 

You must attend every lesson and are expected to arrive on time and stay until the end of the lesson. 

This is because missing a lesson, or part of a lesson, means you could miss information that is important 

for your learning.  

Remember – poor attendance puts your visa at risk and you may not be able to continue with your 

studies. To avoid this happening, make sure you do the following: 

1. Attend every lesson on time and stay until the end of class 
2. If you are unwell and unable to attend, email SoFELSenquiry@bpp.com to explain the reason 

for your absence  
3. If you are absent from school for three consecutive days, you must provide evidence e.g. a letter 

from the doctor or hospital 
4. Keep your attendance above 85%  

 

Lateness Policy 

You must attend every lesson, making sure that you arrive on time. There will be a 20-30 minute break 

per class; speak to your tutor if you need to leave the classroom when you’re not on break.  

Please note the following:  
 

1. You must be ready to start your class on time  
2. You will be marked absent if you are over 15 minutes late 
3. If you are consistently late to class, you will be required to meet with the Module Leader and/or 

Head of English; this meeting will be noted on your record   
4. If you leave class early you will be marked absent from the second session  

 

Mobile phones policy 

Mobile phones must be switched off and in your bag during the lesson. You may not use your mobile 

phone for any purpose, including as a clock, unless told to by your teacher. 

 

Social programme 

While studying Academic 2, you will go on two class trips as part of your timetable. This is a great way to 

make new friends and get to know London better. Previous off-campus trips have included:  

 The British Museum  

 The Tate Modern  

 The Bank of England Museum  

 Southbank Scavenger Hunt 

 Kenwood House  

 Borough Market 

Other social programme activities on offer at SoFELS include 

free pronunciation and conversation classes, end-of-term 

events, writing competitions, and visits to public lectures.  

mailto:SoFELSenquiry@bpp.com
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Academic 3  
 

Indicative syllabus: What will I be studying each week? 
 

Week Learning Objectives Materials 

Week 0: 

Head Start 

Introduction to the Programme 

To meet students and introduce them to the aims 

and expectations of the course. 

To build cultural awareness of the learning 

environment in the UK. 

 

Worksheets 

VLE Materials 

Week 1  To analyse students’ needs by conducting a 
need analysis. 

 To discuss with students what academic 
culture is and their expectations in the UK. 

 To focus on academic vocabulary: style, 
multi-meaning words and form analysis. 

 To introduce students to the concept of 
plagiarism and how to avoid it.  

 To research and evaluate texts for essays. 

 To practise reading techniques: gist, 
skimming and scanning. 

 To look at textual functions.  

 To consider techniques to deal with 
unknown vocabulary in context. 

 To analyse essay types and structure.  

 To draft the introduction to an essay. 

 To focus on and practice expressing common 
knowledge in writing. 

  To consider what is expected of students 
when attending lectures. 

 To introduce presentations. 

 To focus on clarifying key terms and 
introducing the topic language for 
presentations. 

 To prepare and give a short 
talk/presentation in class. 

 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP (pp. 10-13) 

 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP – Unit 1 (pp.14-25) 

 

VLE materials 
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Week 2  To select and prioritise reading material 

 To brainstorm what you already know about 
a topic and engage in active reading. 

 To practise inferring meaning of words. 

 To analyse essay titles and plan essays. 

 To plan essays from other writer’s claims. 

 To focus on supporting claims with evidence. 

 To practise paraphrasing techniques – e.g. 
verb, nouns, synonym building and active-
passive. 

 To consider lecture preparation and lecturing 
styles. 

 To identify the purpose of lectures 

 To focus on annotating slides while note-
taking. 

 To build students’ vocabulary: cause-effect 
markers. 

 Seminar practice: ‘the use of fossil fuels 
should be banned’ (suggested question). 

 To introduce students to British culture: trip 
to the museum 

 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP – Unit 2 (pp.26-35) 

 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP – Lecture skills A (pp. 

38-41) 

 

 

 

  

Week 3  To predict the content of a text. 

 To practice reading techniques – scanning 
and detail. 

 To be able to differentiate between common 
knowledge and research based information. 

 To understand implicit meanings in texts. 

 To consider different ways of taking notes 
when reading. 

 To understand the purpose of referencing. 

 To focus on in-text referencing: integral and 
non-integral. 

 To practice using reporting verbs when 
citing. 

 To identify the main and secondary points in 
lectures. 

 To practice making suggestions in group 
work. 

 To look at the language of suggestions. 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP – Unit 2 (30-33) 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP – Unit 3  (42-53) 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP – Unit 2 Lecture Skills A 

(39-40) 

VLE materials 
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 To practice generating and sharing ideas in 
group work.  

 To prepare visual materials for presentations 

 To be able to explain graphs and charts.  

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Week 4   To practice taking notes for essay writing. 

  To report what you read and review in-text 
citation. 

 To focus on common comparative structure. 

 To identify functions of comparative 
structures  

 To apply comparative structures 

 To practice reading for exam (close reading) 

 To practice taking notes 

 To practice summarising the main ideas 

 To identify a logical note-taking process 

 To practice reading skills. 

 To look at single and multi-word verbs 
(paraphrasing). 

 To introduce and use linking devices: 
conjunctions and connectors). 

 Listening and speaking: to identify 
expressions for reporting back and referring 
to other people’s ideas / opinions. 

 Listening and speaking: to refer to other 
people’s ideas and report back.  

 To identify topic change and follow the line 
of an argument in a lecture.  

 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP – Unit 3 (p.48) 

 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP – Unit 4 (pp.54-65) 

 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP – Lecture Skills B 

(pp.66-69) 

 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP – Unit 5 (pp. 72-74) 

VLE materials 

Week 5  To recognise what constitute plagiarism. 

 To understand plagiarism in the British 
academic context. 

 To identify the main ideas in texts and 
increase efficiency under timed conditions. 

 To look at vocabulary in context: hedging 
(adverbs). 

 To review single and multi-word verbs. 

 To incorporate sources into an essay: direct 
quotations. 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP, unit 6 (pp. 82-93) 

VLE materials 
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 To practice paraphrasing. 

 To analyse features of conclusions. 

 To match concluding points to introductions. 

 To write concluding paragraphs. 

 Listening and speaking: to make decisions in 
groups. 

 To look at and use the language to reach 
consensus. 

 Presentation: introductions  

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Week 6  Mock examinations: to practice reading, 
writing, listening and speaking for the final 
examinations. 

 To look at methods involved in effective 
critical reading  

 To practice finding information and taking 
notes  

 To infer meaning of words from context  

 To look at features of academic writing 

 To practice concluding in presentations  

 To practice Wh- noun clauses 

 To practice relative clauses 

 To practice it-clauses 

 To provide feedback to the students. 

 To introduce students to British culture: trip 
to the museum 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP, unit 6 & 7 (p. 92, pp. 

110-109 

VLE materials 

Week 7  To provide feedback on mock exams 

 To understand figures and tables 

 To focus on language to describe figures and 
tables  

 To practice reading skills: scanning and 
taking notes 

 To practice self-editing and proofreading  

 To reflect on their own work 

 To  understand the relationship between 
parts of a lecture 

 To understand description of processes 

 To look at vague language 

 To practice Listening for the exam  

 Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP, unit 7 (pp. 110-121) 

VLE materials 
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 To practice speaking: discussion about 
dishonesty (follow-up from listening) 

 To focus on one aspect of presentations 
(teacher’s choice) 

 To review passive voice 

 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Week 8  To take notes in preparation for 
tutorials/group discussions  

 To focus on expressions to enable 
participation/contribution in tutorials  

 To engage in group discussion using guided 
statements/ideas  

 Extension task: to focus on pronunciation – 
stress in noun compounds 

 To focus on critically analysing in-text 
references  

 To focus on avoiding repetition and 
redundancy. 

 To practise paraphrasing sources  

 To look at the content and structure of 
reports  

 To focus on lexical items for sequencing 
events and ideas within texts  

 To focus on cause and effect language; 
linking devices and clause construction 

 To overcome problems in listening to 
lectures 

 To understand specialised terms  in lectures  

 To understand reasons in lectures 

 To understand forward and backward 
reference in lectures 

 To consider tactics to cope during a 
presentation 

 To practice speaking in chunks while 
presenting 

 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

 

 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP, unit 8 

 

VLE materials 

 

Week 9  To practice describing information in figures 
and tables. 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP, unit 9 
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 To focus on language for referring to figures 
and tables.  

 To focus on language for referring backwards 
and forwards. 

 To evaluate the writer’s opinion 

 To identify main ideas and supporting 
information in a text  

 To understand hedging 

 To practice describing tables (writing) 

 To focus on formal and informal verbs 

 Listening: asking for and giving more 
information in tutorials. 

 To practice intonation in wh-clefts. 

 To practice dealing with questions in 
presentations. 

 To practice their final presentations 

 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

VLE materials 

Week 10  To practice using evidence. 

 To focus on referencing  

 To understand connections in texts: 
this/these 

 To practice inferring meaning of words 
(follow-up from previous lesson). 

 To develop hedging skills. 

 Speaking: to practice summarising what has 
been said. 

 Pronunciation: to practice syllable stress in 
adjective + noun compounds 

 Reading: to look at how information is 
contrasted in writing. 

 To practice writing a contrasting paragraph. 

 To practice expressing disagreement in 
writing. 

 To practice one of the skills (reading-writing-
listening) to prepare for the exams 

Speaking examination: individual presentation 

Independent study: 

Homework tasks as set by tutor / ILP 

Cambridge Academic English Upper 

Intermediate : An Integrated skills 

course for EAP, unit 10 

VLE materials 

 

 

 


