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Introduction to the course 
 
Details 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a non-credit bearing and non-award bearing course, which means that study undertaken does not 

count towards any undergraduate or postgraduate programme that you may go on to study in the 

future. However, on completion of this course you will receive certification to show the level of English 

Language that you have reached both overall and in the individual skills - writing, reading, listening and 

speaking.  

General 1 is an intensive course which is designed to develop the academic language, study skills and 
cultural awareness required for university study and life in the UK. 
 
On successful completion of this course, you will be able to: 

 Demonstrate awareness of General English 

 Demonstrate the linguistic ability to progress to the next level of study 

 Understand and apply the core language skills (reading, writing, speaking and listening) 

 Understand and apply general English vocabulary and grammar at pre-intermediate level 

 
Course overview 

 The General and Academic English Courses at SoFELS consists of six levels 

 When you finish, you will receive a transcript showing the level of English you have reached for 
each term of study you undertake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Title 
 
General One 
 

Delivering Body BPP University 
School of Foundation & English Studies 

Materials Coursebook and VLE (details below) 

Tutorials 
All students produce an Individual Learning Profile (ILP) and 

work with a Personal Tutor throughout their studies.  
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 Course duration 12 weeks (10 x teaching weeks, 1 x 
Induction week, 1 x Assessment week) 

 On successful completion of general One, it is possible 
to start the General Two Course.  

 

General One 

General Two 

 Nursing and Dentistry degree 
programmes 

 

 BSc Business & Accounting 
programmes 

 

 BSc and MSc Business & 
Accounting programmes 

 LLB, LLM and GDL programmes 

 

Academic One 

 

Academic Two / 

Enhanced 

Presessional 1 

Academic Four 

 

Academic Three 

Enhanced 

Presessional 2 

Contacts  
 
Helen McKenna: HelenMcKenna@bpp.com 
Module Leader (English Language, Study & Communication Skills) 
 
David Donnarumma: DavidDonnarumma@bpp.com 
Head of English 
 
Marcia Gomes: marciagomes@bpp.com 
Senior Programme Administrator 
 

 

mailto:HelenMcKenna@bpp.com
mailto:DavidDonnarumma@bpp.com
mailto:marciagomes@bpp.com
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Assessments 
 
General 1 

 

 

 

Assessment Weighting 
Portfolio – 
completed 

during course 
End of term assessment 

Writing  
component 

25% 100% n/a 

Reading element 25% 
20% 

 
80% - Timed comprehension test(based on KET 
paper) 

Speaking  
element 

 
25% N/A 

100% - Role Play  
(approx. 10 minutes per group) 

Listening  
element 

25% 
N/A 

 

 
100% - Timed comprehension test (based on KET 
paper) 
 

Grading system 
In accordance with BPP University’s policy, students must achieve 40% or higher both in the writing 
component and overall in order to pass the course. Higher achievement will be awarded as follows:  

 Pass (50 – 69%) 

 Merit (70-79%) 

 Distinction (80% and above) 
 
Students can undertake more than one term of study but must reach the requisite standard of English 
before progressing to the next course level. Once a student has reached the requisite English language 
level, they are also eligible to progress to a relevant BPP University degree programme, provided that they 
meet all other entry requirements. 
 

 

 

 

Formative Assessment 
Designed to ensure that students have the 
opportunity to practice assessments, achieve 
learning objectives, and receive tutor feedback on 
their progress.  
 
Formative assessment grades do not contribute to 
the final grade and can be formed of individual or 
group tasks.   

 
 

Summative Assessment 
These contribute to a final grade and, unless 
otherwise stated, are individual assessments.  
 
Each level of the course is assessed through the 
completion of summative examinations and/or 
portfolio tasks, testing the following English 
Language skills: Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing.  

 
 

Please note that it is your responsibility to know when your deadlines are 

due and examinations are taking place. If you do not attend an exam or 

fail to submit an assessment without good cause, you will receive a FAIL 

grade.  
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Materials 

The core text book used for General One is the following:  
 

 Clandfield, L & Pickering K, (2010) Global Elementary Coursebook, Oxford, MacMillan 
Education 

 

 

        

 

Suggested Reading 
Below is an indicative book list that you may find helpful when studying Academic 2: 
  

 Murphy, R. (2012). Basic Grammar in Use (3rd edition). Cambridge: CUP 
 

Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) 

The VLE page for this course is: General One. It can be found by following this link 

http://my.bpp.com/vle/course/view.php?id=912 

It is essential that you are able to access this page as it contains vital information about the course and 

will be used both for class and homework tasks. Please make sure you have access to this page; speak to 

your tutor or module leader as soon as possible if you are unsure how to do this.  

http://my.bpp.com/vle/course/view.php?id=912
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Tutor and Student Expectations 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Your tutor will 

facilitate team 

working activities 

You will actively 

engage in 

discussion and 

participate in group 

activities 

 

Your tutor will 

plan and prepare 

class activities in 

advance 

You will come to 

class having 

adequately 

prepared 

 

Your tutor will act 

professionally and 

treat you with 

respect 

You will be 

professional and 

treat your tutors 

and peers with 

respect 

 

You will avoid 

distractions by 

switching off 

mobile phones 

and other devices 

Your tutor will 

encourage active 

learning and 

engagement 

Your tutor will 

create a 

supportive 

environment 

 

You will attend all 

scheduled classes 

and appointments 

 

Your tutor will start 

on time 

You will arrive at 

classes before the 

start time so that 

you are ready to take 

part immediately 
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Attendance Policy 

You must attend every lesson and are expected to arrive on time and stay until the end of the lesson. 

This is because missing a lesson, or part of a lesson, means you could miss information that is important 

for your learning.  

Remember – poor attendance puts your visa at risk and you may not be able to continue with your 

studies. To avoid this happening, make sure you do the following: 

1. Attend every lesson on time and stay until the end of class 
2. If you are unwell and unable to attend, email SoFELSenquiry@bpp.com to explain the reason 

for your absence  
3. If you are absent from school for three consecutive days, you must provide evidence e.g. a letter 

from the doctor or hospital 
4. Keep your attendance above 85%  

 

Lateness Policy 

You must attend every lesson, making sure that you arrive on time. There will be a 20-30 minute break 

per class; speak to your tutor if you need to leave the classroom when you’re not on break.  

Please note the following:  
 

1. You must be ready to start your class on time  
2. You will be marked absent if you are over 15 minutes late 
3. If you are consistently late to class, you will be required to meet with the Module Leader and/or 

Head of English; this meeting will be noted on your record   
4. If you leave class early you will be marked absent from the second session  

 

Mobile phones policy 

Mobile phones must be switched off and in your bag during the lesson. You may not use your mobile 

phone for any purpose, including as a clock, unless told to by your teacher. 

 

Social programme 

While studying General 1, you will go on four class trips as part of your timetable. This is a great way to 

make new friends and get to know London better. Previous off-campus trips have included:  

 The British Museum  

 The Tate Modern  

 The Bank of England Museum  

 Southbank Scavenger Hunt 

 Kenwood House  

 Borough Market 
 

Other social programme activities on offer at SoFELS include 

free pronunciation and conversation classes, end-of-term 

events, writing competitions, and visits to public lectures.  

mailto:SoFELSenquiry@bpp.com
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SCHEME OF WORK 
 

The scheme of work is indicative of what will happen in the week of study, and will be 

subject to detailed lesson plans 

 

Level 1: General 1 

 

Session Content 

 Language 

Development 

Reading 

skills 

Listening skills Writing Speaking 

Preliminary 

Work 

     

1 

 

Word order in 

questions 

What and How 

questions 

Present simple, 

frequency adverbs 

Present continuous 

--- 

Everyday objects 

Describing people 

Look / look like 

The ID card 

Six degrees 

of separation 

CCTV is 

watching you 

Descriptions of 

people 

Descriptions of 

personal 

relationships 

Explanation of 

the Six Degrees 

of Separation 

A personal 

description 

Describing 

people 

False identities 

The alphabet 

Family and 

friends 

Linking words 

2 Countable / 

uncountable nouns, 

quantifiers  

--- 

The infinitive 

The infinitive of 

purpose 

--- 

Vocab: food, in the 

kitchen, containers, 

the human body 

 

Tastes 

comforting 

Ten kitchen 

secrets 

The people 

behind the 

drinks 

Talk on Zao 

Shen 

Talk on water 

and the human 

body 

Description of 

food and drink 

Food 

questionnaire 

How do you 

make it? 

Food tips 

Describing a 

kitchen 

/k/ and /ts/ 

--- 

What do you 

like to drink? 

 Cultural Visit 

3 Past simple and past 

continuous 

Used to 

--- 

Vocab: works of art, 

furniture and 

furnishings, feelings, 

just 

Discovered! 

True stories 

of art 

discoveries 

The Picture of 

Dorian Gray 

by Oscar 

Wilde 

Lecture on the 

history of sound 

recording 

Talk on music in 

film and tv 

 

A scene from a 

short story 

A review 

Describing 

works of art 

Retelling stories 

Describing 

pictures 
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High Fidelity 

by Nick 

Hornby 

4 Future hopes and 

plans 

Future plans and 

intentions: be going 

to, present 

continuous 

Prediction and 

ability: will, be able 

to 

Future time  

Clauses 

--- 

Adjectives and 

synonyms, global 

issues, phrasal 

verbs, geographical 

features, -ed/-ing 

endings 

When I grow 

up… 

Pandora’s 

box 

Things will get 

worse – 

famous 

dystopias in 

literature 

 

Interviews with 

two aid workers 

Conversation 

about An 

Inconvenient 

Truth 

An email to a 

friend 

My hopes and 

plans 

Foreign aid 

Hope 

Climate change 

questionnaire 

Word stress 

 Cultural Visit 

5 Have  

Modal verbs 

-ing verbs 

Present perfect, 

have been / have 

gone 

--- 

Vocab: work, work 

issues 

Job vs work 

The verb: play 

Contractions 

Past participles 

Profile of an 

Indian call 

centre worker 

Ten facts 

about … 

amusement 

parks around 

the world 

Conversations 

between bosses 

and employees 

Presentation 

about ‘The 

serious leisure 

perspective’ 

Leisure Time 

A CV 

Jobs  

Job 

characteristics 

Ten questions 

about leisure 

 

6 Comparatives with 

…er and more 

Comparatives (a bit / 

much / as … as) 

Sauperlatives 

Phrasal verbs and 

objects 

The science 

of happiness 

Fitter Happier 

Frankentein 

by Mary 

Shelley 

Going, going, 

gone… 

The Luddites 

 

Conversation 

about the worst 

jobs in science 

Website 

addresses 

Conversations 

about computer 

problems 

Describing 

advantages and 

disadvantages 

Happiness 

Guessing jobs 

Dangerous 

knowledge 

The schwa 

Website 

addresses 

Modern 

technology 

Sentence stress 

 Cultural Visit 

7 Present perfect with 

for and since 

A brief history 

of time zones 

Talk on the 

concept of time 

 

Giving your 

opinion 

 

The best time to 

… 
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Present perfect with 

yet and already 

A Tale of Two 

Cities by 

Charles 

Dickens 

A lifetime of 

financial 

concerns 

A different 

kind of bank 

 

Time-saving 

inventions 

Sentence stress 

Describing 

pictures 

A bank loan 

8 Passive voice 

First conditional 

Second conditional 

Prepositions of 

movement 

House or home? 

Adjectives and 

prepositions 

Words that mean 

‘trip’ 

Bram Stoker’s 

Dracula 

The cat came 

back 

Travel 

guidebooks 

The Beach by 

Alex Garland 

New kinds of 

tourism 

Famous homes 

Conversations 

with travel 

guides 

A dialogue 

A description of 

a town 

A tour of your 

home 

Animals 

Beach resorts 

Describing 

photos 

If you could go 

anywhere… 

Sentence stress 

 Cultural Visit 

9 Modal verbs of 

advice 

Could/couldn’t/had 

to/didn’t have to 

Past perfect 

Reported statements 

Say, tell and ask 

Win and beat 

Vocab: feeling ill, 

medical treatment 

 

 

Milestones of 

modern 

medicine 

Olympic 

losers 

Talk on the 

common cold 

Advice on cures 

for the common 

cold 

Conversation at 

the doctor’s 

 

 

A sick note 

An outline post 

The common 

cold 

Sports 

questionnaire 

A visit to the 

doctor 

Fitness 

questionnaire 

Word stress 

10 Defining relative 

clauses 

Definite article 

Verb form review 

Both, neither 

Words that mean 

new 

Words that mean 

game 

Vocab: transport, 

games, places 

 

Brave New 

Words by 

Kerry Maxwell 

New places 

for a new 

world 

Old but loved: 

the Trabart 

 

Interview with 

Kerry Maxwell 

 

Two classic 

board games 

Definitions 

game 

A report on 

studies 

Famous quotes 

Driving 

questionnaire 

A board game 

Consonant 

clusters 

Sentence stress 

and intonation 

 

 


