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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to English for Legal Studies. This guide contains information to help you make the 

most of your studies. We suggest you read through each section carefully before starting 

the module, and that you keep the guide somewhere safe for future reference. 

1. What is English for Legal Studies? 

The texts you will have to read on your law degree will be highly challenging – in the way 

they are written, the language they use, their structure and content – and in their sheer 

volume. In addition, writing legal essays is a difficult task. You will need to think about how 

to express your ideas effectively and understand the writing conventions associated with 

academic law essays. These writing conventions may be very different to the conventions 

may be very different to the conventions used in your own academic culture. 

English for Legal Studies introduces you to the specific language skills you need to help you 

through your Law degree. The main purpose of this module is to develop your reading, 

writing and research skills in English. The module also aims to build your self-confidence as a 

student and to support you in developing a critical, questioning approach which is important 

for success when studying Law at university. 

 

 

 



2. Reading Into Writing 

 

Reading and writing are closely linked; as a student you need to engage with written 

material, understand it, critique it and use it to shape and support your own ideas. This 

module will help you to read effectively and to use reading to develop your writing. 

3. How does the course develop reading into writing skills? 

We will help you build your reading into writing skills in manageable stages. In term 1 we 

will look at shorter texts and help you to notice important academic features that you can 

use in your own work. As your confidence and ability grow, we will move onto more 

complex texts such as law reports and journal articles. By the end of term 2 you should be 

comfortable reading a wide range of academic texts and have the ability to include and 

evaluate these sources in your writing. 

4. What skills will I develop on the module? 

By the end of the module, you will have: 

 Developed your understanding of text, paragraph and sentence structure and be 

able to use them appropriately 

 Developed your ability to find appropriate sources to use in your writing 

 Developed a range of strategies to help you read academic texts 

 Learned about the key features of a wide range of academic texts so that you can 

recognise and use them appropriately. These include: description, explanation, 

problem-solution, cause-effect, analysis, discussion, evaluation, persuasion 
and 

argument 

 Developed your understanding of legal vocabulary 

 For online students - Explored how to make the most of your computer in academic 
study 

  



Attendance Policy 

You must attend every lesson. You are expected to arrive on time and to stay until the end of the 

lesson. If you miss a lesson, or part of a lesson, you will miss information that is important for your 

assessments.  

If your attendance is poor your visa is at risk and you will not be able to continue with your studies. 

You may be asked to leave the country and return home. 

Make sure you do the following:- 

 

1. Attend every lesson on time and stay until the end 
2. If you are unwell and unable to attend email SoFELSenquiry@bpp.com 
3. If you are away from the school for longer than one day, make sure you provide 

evidence such as a letter from the doctor. 
4. Do not let your attendance fall below 85% 

 

 

Lateness Policy 

You must attend every lesson. You must attend from the start to the finish of the lesson; toilet breaks 

must be short; please note that you may not smoke cigarettes or use your phone if you leave class to 

go to the toilet. 

1. You must be ready to start your class on time 
2. Your teacher can refuse entry to the class if you are late. You should knock on the 

door and request entry. If you leave class early you will be marked absent for the 
whole lesson. 

3. You may not be allowed to enter class and will be marked late if you arrive more 
than 10 minutes after the class has started. 

 

Mobile phones policy 

Mobile phones must be switched off and in your bag during the lesson. You may not use your mobile 

phone for any purpose, including as a clock, unless told to by your teacher. 
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Schemes of Work 

Term One 
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Scheme of Work 

Term Two 

 


