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Acceptable Financial Documents 
CAS Issuance/Visa Application Purposes

As part of the Immigration Rules you must have enough 
money to cover course fees and monthly living costs (also 
known as maintenance or funds) this needs to be proved by 
providing an acceptable financial document. 

It is your responsibility to check that your financial 
documents meet all the requirements set out by UKVI. 
To help you check your documents we have created this 
information sheet for you. Please note that the information 
below is for guidance purposes only, the complete Tier 4 Policy 
Guidance for applicants is available on the Home Office website. 

How much money do I need to show?

• You will need enough money to show the remainder of your 
first year course fees (or the remainder of the entire course 
fee if your course is less than one year long); plus 

• Your living costs while you are in the UK:

 If you are studying in any of our London or Croydon centre(s): 
you will need £1,265 for each month of your course, up to a 
maximum of £11,385 for a course lasting nine months or more.

 If you are studying in any of our other centres: you need to 
have £1,015 for each month of your course, up to £9,135 for 
a course lasting nine months or more.

Money that can be used

Maintenance can be in the form of:

• Cash funds in a personal bank account; or 

• Official financial or government sponsorship available to 
you; or

• A suitable loan letter

Other accounts or financial instruments such as shares, bonds, 
overdrafts, credit cards and pension funds are not acceptable, 
regardless of notice period. 

Unless you are using a suitable loan letter or official financial 
or government sponsorship your financial documents must 
show that the funds must be held for a minimum consecutive 
28 day period (finishing on the date of the closing balance) 
ending no more than 31 days before visa application date 
(The date of the visa application is the date you submit the 
online form and pay the visa application fee.)

The caseworker / Entry Clearance Officer will look at the date 
of the closing balance, and the amount of money held in the 
account on that date, and then work backwards from that date 
for a 28 day period. At every point during that 28 day period it 
must be clear that the balance in the account has not dropped 
below the minimum required amount.

Cash Funds in a Personal Bank Account

The UKVI is very specific about the format of financial 
documents they will accept.

Personal bank or building society statements must show: 

• Your name or your parent’s/legal guardian’s name*  
(Please also see Page 2 of 3); 

• The account number; 

• The date of the statement;

• The financial institution’s name and logo; 

• A running balance ending no more than 1 month before the 
date of the visa application showing that the money in the 
account has not dropped below the required amount for a 
minimum consecutive 28 day period.

Ad hoc bank statements printed on the bank’s letterhead 
are acceptable as evidence they must contain all of the above 
mentioned information. 

If you wish to submit electronic bank statements (printed in 
branch or online on your computer) these must contain all of 
the details listed above. In addition, you will need to provide a:

• Supporting letter from your bank on company headed paper, 
confirming the authenticity of the statements provided; or

• Ask your bank to stamp your electronic statements with 
the official stamp of the bank. This stamp should appear on 
every page of the statement.

Bank statements which show the balance in the account on a 
particular day will not be accepted as these documents do not 
show that you hold enough funds for the full period needed.

You cannot use mini-statements obtained from automatic 
teller machines (ATMs).

Building society pass book must show: 

• Your name or your parent’s/legal guardian’s name*  
(Please also see Page 2 of 3); 

• The account number; 

• The financial institution’s name and logo; 

• A running balance ending no more than 1 month before the 
date of the visa application showing that the money in the 
account has not dropped below the required amount for a 
minimum consecutive 28 day period.

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/571885/T4-migrant-policy-guidance-november-2016.pdf
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Letter from your bank or building society must show: 

• Your name or your parent’s/legal guardian’s name*  
(Please also see Page 2 of 3); 

• The account number;

• The date of the letter;  

• The financial institution’s name and logo; 

• A statement from the bank confirming that the money in 
the account has not dropped below the required amount 
for a consecutive 28 day period. (Wording should be: “I am 
writing to confirm that the balance in this account has not 
dropped below xxxxxx for the last 28 days” OR “This is to 
confirm that the balance in this account has not dropped 
below xxxxxx from DATE to DATE” (the difference between 
the dates must be 28 days or greater)).

Certificate of deposit these are issued by a bank to confirm 
an individual has deposited or invested a specific sum of 
money. In order to be accepted it needs to meets all the 
following requirements:

• The certificate of deposit must have been issued within 31 
days of the date of application

• At least 28 days must have elapsed between the date of the 
deposit and the date of issue of the certificate

• There must be no wording on the document which indicates 
the funds are frozen or otherwise inaccessible

If you wish to use a joint account as proof of your money,  
you must be named on the account along with one or more 
other person.

Please note: these funds must be held in personal bank 
accounts and not business accounts.

*Using a Parent’s or Legal Guardian’s Financial Documents

If you wish to use a bank account in your parent’s or guardian’s 
name (or names), you must also include evidence of their 
relationship to you. This evidence of your relationship with 
your parent(s) or legal guardian(s) can be:

• Your original birth certificate, showing the name of your 
parent(s) whose bank account you are using for your 
immigration application; or

• If you are adopted, the original certificate of adoption, 
showing your name and the name of your parent(s) whose 
bank account you are using for your immigration application; or

• An original court document, which shows the name of your 
guardian(s) whose bank account you are using for your 
immigration application

Please note you cannot use an affidavit. This is because an 
affidavit, even one sworn before a court, is simply a claim to a 
relationship but not evidence of that relationship.

You must also show that your parent(s)/legal guardian have 
given their permission for you to use this money. You must 
provide: a letter from your parent(s) or legal guardian(s). The 
letter must confirm:

• The relationship between you and your parent(s) or legal 
guardian(s); and

• That your parent(s) or legal guardian(s) have given their 
consent to you using their funds to study in the UK.

You cannot use financial statements in the name of anyone 
else inclusive other relative or friend (not even your husband 
or wife), even if they give you consent to do so.

Acceptable and Unacceptable Financial Institutions

Appendix P of the Immigration Rules lists financial institutions 
in Bangladesh, Cameroon, Ghana, India, Iran, Pakistan, the 
Philippines and Sri Lanka that verify financial documents to 
the Home Office’s satisfaction, and which can therefore be 
used in immigration applications. If your financial institution is 
from one of these countries it must be an accepted financial 
institution, otherwise BPP will be unable to issue a CAS. 

Foreign Currency

If your funds are not in British Pounds Sterling (GBP), you 
must use the currency exchange rates on the OANDA website. 
If using funds not in GBP it is best to have reasonably more 
than the minimum funds required to safeguard against any 
potential exchange rate fluctuations. 

Official Financial or Government Sponsorship

You are financially sponsored if you are given money to cover 
some or all of your course fees and/or living costs. This financial 
sponsorship can be used as evidence of money you have.

You can receive official financial sponsor from:

• The UK Government

• Your home government 

• The British Council 

• Any international organisation

• University 

• UK independent school

• International company (a company with a trading presence 
(a registered office) in more than one country). The 
international nature of the company needs to be clear from 
any documentation or company website otherwise it won’t 
be accepted as an official financial sponsor. If the company 
is not ‘international’ you will need to demonstrate the money 
in another way (see above).

You must provide a letter of confirmation from your Official 
Financial Sponsor on official letter-headed paper or stationery 
of the organisation of the official financial sponsor which must 
have the official stamp of that organisation on it.

The letter must show:

• Your name;

• The name and contact details of your official financial sponsor;

• The date of the letter;

• The length of your sponsorship; and

• The amount of money the sponsor is giving to you or a 
statement that your official financial sponsor will cover all of 
your fees and living costs.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-p-lists-of-financial-institutions
https://www.oanda.com/currency/converter/
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If your financial sponsor is only covering some of your course 
fees or living costs, you must show that you have the rest of the 
money needed by using one of the other forms of evidence listed.

Loan Letter

The loan letter(s) from a regulated financial institution must 
be dated no more than 6 months before the date of your 
application. The letter(s) must be the original (not a copy) and 
must clearly show:

• Your name; 

• The date of the letter; and

• The financial institution’s name and logo;

• The money available as a loan;

• That the loan is provided by your national government, 
their state or regional government, a government 
sponsored student loan company or is part of an academic 
or educational loans scheme.

The financial institution must be regulated by either the 
Financial Conduct Authority, the Prudential Regulatory 
Authority or, in the case of overseas accounts, by the home 
regulator (the official regulatory body for the country the 
financial institution is in and where the money is held) for the 
purpose of student loans.

There must be no conditions placed on the release of the loan 
funds to you, other than your Tier 4 application being successful.

If you are applying from overseas, the loan funds must be 
available to you before you travel to the UK, unless the loan 
is an academic or student loan from your country’s national 
government and will be released to you on arrival in the UK.

A loan letter or sponsorship must always be in the student’s 
name. Loan letters in the name of the student’s parent, legal 
guardian or anyone else are not acceptable.

Any other type of loan such as a commercial loan will not 
meet the Tier 4 requirements. If you wish to use such a loan 
you need to transfer the funds to an account in your name (or 
a parent’s name) and maintained for at least 28 days as any 
normal funds detailed above.

Document(s) not in English

Where a document is not in English or Welsh, the original 
must be accompanied by a fully certified translation by a 
professional translator/translation company. This translation 
must include:

• Details of the translator/translation company’s credentials; 

• Confirmation that it is an accurate translation of the  
original document; 

• The translator/translation company’s contact details.

• The date of the translation 

• Include the full name and original signature of the translator 
or an authorised official of the translation company.

Do not assume that a bank statement which is not in English but 
mainly numerical does not need to be translated. It still does!

Dependent(s)

If you intend on bringing family member(s) with you as your 
dependant you should refer to the Home Office website in order 
to confirm that you are able to do so. In terms of the additional 
funds required:

• If you are studying in any of our London or Croydon 
centre(s): each dependent will need to show £845 for each 
month of your course, up to a maximum of £7,605 for a 
course lasting nine months or more. 

• If you are studying in any of our other centres: each 
dependent will need to show £680 for each month of your 
course, up to £6,120 for a course lasting nine months or 
more.

This money can be held by the dependent or by yourself (the 
Tier 4 student). If the dependent is your child, the funds can 
be held by the child’s other parent, but only if the other parent 
will come to the UK too. If the dependent is your partner 
(Husband or wife) they cannot rely on money held by their 
parent for these purposes.

Short Term Study Visa (none Tier 4)

There is no minimum maintenance requirement for the 
Short Term Study Visa. However the UKVI does require you 
to present bank statements with your visa application. BPP 
recommends that you follow the same rules as if you made an 
application under Tier 4.
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Please note BPP University will not issue a 
CAS letter until we are satisfied you meet all 
conditions for your visa to be approved this 
includes your financial documents.

You are welcome to contact 
Internationaladmissions@bpp.com if there is 
anything you are unsure about.

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/572552/Nov_2016_Dependant_Guidance.pdf
mailto:Internationaladmissions%40bpp.com?subject=

