Bespoke Courses for
Private Groups 2020

Oxford | Cambridge
Prestigious UK Boarding Schools

Welcome to Bucksmore

I want to come to Bucksmore again.
During the time with Bucksmore, I learned
a lot. The most important thing to me is
to learn how to open my mind. Open my
mind to different cultures, open my mind
to different people, and open my mind to
different environments.”
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Welcome to
Bucksmore
There is a moment when a student, visiting a country for
the first time and speaking the language he or she has learnt
at school, suddenly lights up as they realise the reason for
all the hours spent in the classroom learning the language.
They realise language learning is not just a boring classroom
activity, but a skill that will last their whole lives. I have
seen this moment so many times and it still thrills me.
The impact of travelling abroad, speaking a different language
and encountering different cultures and ways of doing
things is a huge and often life-changing experience for our
students. At Bucksmore we fully understand the importance
of this experience and work hard to make it as valuable as
possible. We work closely with each group to make sure they
have exactly the programme and the learning experience
they want. If you are thinking of bringing a group to the
UK, contact us and bring your group with Bucksmore.

Rory Wilkinson
Chairman
rory@bucksmore.com

Bucksmore Education have been welcoming students
since 1979, and we would like to invite you to join us at
one of our famous university and boarding school partners
in 2020. Our bespoke group programmes are a fantastic
opportunity to work with an award-winning provider of short
academic courses and design a unique academic experience.
Every Bucksmore programme is designed to help students
achieve their academic, professional, and personal goals.
Bucksmore is part of the large Oxford International Education
Group, which includes the top ranked independent school for
A-level results in the UK amongst multiple further and higher
education partners in the UK and North America. With our
extensive connections across elite academic institutions, we will
always endeavour to create your ideal academic programme.
We look forward to working with you to create an
academic opportunity of a lifetime for your students.
Matt Tighe MA Cantab
Managing Director
matt@bucksmore.com

Who we are

Meet the
Team

Who we are
Rory, Matt, Alex and Michelle are the dedicated team
who look after Bucksmore’s bespoke courses from
inception to delivery. Every step of your booking process
will be taken with the team’s Groups Manager. Alex
is a Mandarin speaker and studied Chinese Studies at
Cambridge University. Alex works closely alongside
Michelle, Rory, and Matt to ensure that each group enjoys
their Bucksmore experience from beginning to end.

What we can offer you
Bucksmore’s courses are specific to your group’s needs.
Each course is tailor-made as we design courses that will
suit each individual group. Therefore, there are
multiple options within these courses. Our most
popular types of courses are the following:

Matt Tighe
Managing Director
matt@bucksmore.com

i) residential undergraduate programmes in
Oxbridge college in summer or at Easter
ii) undergraduate programmes during Chinese
New Year or during Michaelmas / Lent term –
accommodation in hotels or host families
iii) residential primary and middle school programmes
in summer at King Edward’s School, Surrey
The team have also delivered courses for
teachers, professionals, and anyone else looking
for short-term academic courses in the UK.

Rory Wilkinson
Chairman
rory@bucksmore.com

Bucksmore programmes typically cover a 2 to 4 week period,
and the content ranges from intensive Academic English
to specific tuition in fields including Business, Medicine,
Engineering, STEM, UK Culture & History, and many more.

Our Strengths
Bucksmore celebrated its 40th birthday this year. The
experience accumulated over these 40 years enables the team
to construct and deliver courses that keeps our clients coming
back year after year. Rory, Matt, and Alex all studied at the
University of Cambridge, and Michelle has been working with
colleges since 1999. Their first-hand knowledge and combined
years of experience mean they understand how best to help
high-achieving students achieve their academic goals.

Alexandra Hamilton
Groups Business Manager
ahamilton@bucksmore.com

Why our bespoke courses are for you
Bucksmore bespoke programmes offer the opportunity for you
to design your ideal course for your group. At every step of
the process, you will be supported by a member of our team
to make sure that every need for your group is catered for.

Prepare yourself for an
amazing journey.”
E M I L I A , B E I J I N G C A P I TA L
NORMAL UNIVERSITY
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Michelle Wang
Director of Chinese Business
michelle@bucksmore.com

Key Information
Course Design

Transfers

The courses we design at Bucksmore are bespoke and
completely different for each client. Therefore, we need some
key information to begin the Course Design process.

As part of every Bucksmore bespoke course, an airport
transfer is included. This means that a Bucksmore member
of staff will be at the airport to pick up the group on
arrivals; and drop off the group at the airport on departures.
The Bucksmore team will give the contact details of the
Bucksmore member of staff prior to arrival so the group has a
contact should there be any delay.

Course Builder
In order to design your ideal course, the team will need some
key criteria. Please consider the following before starting the
Course Design process:
n

How big is the group?

n

What is the age range of the group?

n

When does the group want to come?

n

n

n

Where would the group want to stay?
(Oxford/Cambridge/King Edward’s School)
Are there specific academic content or any “must-see”
excursions that need to be included?
What English level does the group have?

Certificates & Awards
All students on a bespoke group programme with Bucksmore
will receive a certificate confirming their attendance on the
course at the college or school. Please contact the team for
more information about this. Certificates and a full academic
report will be provided in the end-of-course graduation
ceremony. Grade boundaries and course reports are designed
as requested by the group.
All group programmes can be offered as a white-label
product allowing schools and universities to use their own
branding if required.

Visa Letters
All groups who need to apply for a visa can request a
Letter of Invitation from Bucksmore’s Groups Department.
Please message Alex for more details. The personalised letter
is signed and stamped by our Managing Director in accordance
with embassy requirements, and is designed to support a
student’s visa application. Our accreditation by the British
Council provides further support to a student’s visa application.
Please see below for a Sample:

Bucksmore can send Letters of Invitation to groups by email,
regular mail or international courier (fees apply). Our contact
details are displayed on the letter in the event that embassy
or high commission staff need to further confirm details of
the student’s registration.
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Oxford & Cambridge University
Programmes
Undergraduates (18+)
Middle schools (14–17)

Programme Options

Live and study like an Oxbridge student

Undergraduates (18+)

This Oxford & Cambridge University programme
is available to two age groups:

Our course in Oxford and Cambridge is the perfect
option for ambitious students looking for a challenging
experience to develop confidence in their language and
critical-thinking skills, as well as in their everyday lives.
As the UK’s oldest and most famous universities, Oxford and
Cambridge share a historic rivalry which dates back more than
800 years. The two halves of “Oxbridge” have many elements
in common – residential colleges, tutorial-based teaching,
centuries of tradition – but as any graduate from Oxford or
Cambridge will tell you, that’s where the similarities end.
Oxford is a bustling city with a multitude of shops and
restaurants, while Cambridge offers the quintessential
English town experience. Both locations are small
enough to cover on foot and have a wide array of
museums, galleries, and historic architecture.

The course for undergraduate students is focused more
on lectures and projects. Students will experience a
course that replicates a typical week for a Cambridge
or Oxford University student. Students will be taught
by University Academics and will participate in projects
on enhancing students’ public speaking capability.

Middle Schools (14–17)

The course for Middle-school students will feature
lectures from University Academics but will also include
English classes. These English classes are targeted on
ensuring the students understand the content of the
lectures and enable them to participate in their project.
As well as lectures and projects, students will also
interact and spend time with Oxford and Cambridge
University students understanding what life is like in
one of the most prestigious universities in the world.

“I love working with the students on this course because you see the wonder in their
faces when they see Christ Church College and all of the sights around Oxford. It reminds
me of what I was like as a first-year undergraduate seeing the place for the first time.”
M I K E , ST U D E N T C O U N S E L LO R , U N I V E R S I T Y O F C A M B R I D G E

Middle School Sample Timetable
DAY

MORNING

AFTERNOON

Day 1

Arrivals

Cambridge & College
Orientation
1 hour walking tour

Day 2

Project Introduction:
Oxford Innovation

Day 3

Ice Breakers & Rest Evening

Visit to Christ Church College
Location of Harry Potter Filming

Rest Evening

Excursion to London
Visit to the British Museum

Excursion to London
London Eye
Walking Tour/Free time

Dinner in London
Late arrival back

Day 4

Lesson:
English Language Skills

Visit to the Ashmolean Museum &
Punting on the River Isis

Quiz Night

Day 5

Lesson:
English Language Skills

Q&A seminar with Oxford Undergraduates

Croquet on the Lawn

Day 6

Lesson:
English Language Skills

Half-Day Excursion
Shopping in Bicester Village

Rest Evening

Day 7

Lesson:
English Language Skills
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Lecture:
History of Oxford & College
System

EVENING
Welcome Ceremony &
Course Introduction

Lecture:
Leadership in 21st Century

Final Project Preparation:
Oxford Innovation

Graduation Ceremony
Oxford Innovation
Presentations

Graduation Ceremony
Presentation of Certificates

Formal Dinner at the College

Previous Guest Lecturers
Dr Alan Barrell
Alan has worked in Health Care and Medical
Research, as Chairman and Chief Executive
of large multi-national companies and smaller
technology start-ups. He teaches on a variety
of topics in Universities in UK, Europe, North
America and Asia with Professorships in
European and Chinese Universities. He has raised and managed a
Venture Capital Fund, is a Business Angel Investor and a Trustee of
charities. His current work is focused heavily on the development
of UK-China Trade and Relationships including cross-continental
investment. Most recently appointed Chairman of a 3billion RMB
Chinese Technology Venture Fund. Alan promotes the vision of “A
World Without Borders”.

Social options
Students will enjoy a social programme in and around these
famous cities. In Oxford this can include Christ Church
College, Blenheim Palace, and Bicester Village. In Cambridge
the options include King’s College Chapel, the Fitzwilliam
Museum, and of course punting along the River Cam.

Programme Content
Bucksmore uses a variety of colleges at Oxford and
Cambridge for our bespoke courses – here is a sample of
where your group could stay:

Dr Chris Rowley
Dr Chris Rowley has worked in a wide range
of industries and sectors including Human
Resources and Business development. He
returned to academia after this career and
accrued over 25 years’ experience of many
university systems in the UK, Europe and Asia.
Dr Rowley’s achievements include editing three journals and three
book series. He has also published more than 700 articles, books,
chapters and practitioner pieces.

Pembroke College
University of Oxford

Brasenose College
University of Oxford

Dr Rowley delivers specialist talks to many visiting groups of Chinese,
Korean and US students, business people, educational programmes
and colleges in Oxford and Cambridge.

Magdalene College
University of Cambridge

Dr Valerie Gorman

Fitzwilliam College

Valerie is a former officer in the USAF and
holds an advanced degree in English Literature
from the University of Cambridge. Valerie has
extensive knowledge in word etymology and the
origin of the English Language. Currently, Valerie
is a Research Lexicologist at the University of
Oxford and a member of Wolfson College.

University of Cambridge

Below is a sample timetable of the bespoke courses we run at
our colleges in Oxford & Cambridge:

Valerie specialises in Literary Greats including Lewis Carroll, C.S. Lewis
and J.R.R. Tolkien. Her passion is boats, either rowing with Wolfson
College on the Isis or at home on her narrowboat moored on the
Oxford Canal.

Undergraduate Sample Timetable
DAY

MORNING

AFTERNOON

Day 1

Arrivals

Cambridge & College
Orientation
1 hour walking tour

Day 2

Project Introduction:
Cambridge Union Debate

Day 3

Lecture:
History of Cambridge
University

EVENING
Welcome Ceremony &
Course Introduction

Ice Breakers & Rest Evening

Visit to the Fitzwilliam Museum & King’s College Chapel

Rest Evening

Excursion to Stratford-upon-Avon-upon-Avon & Warwick
Visit to Warwick Castle

Excursion to Stratford-upon-Avon-upon-Avon & Warwick
Walking tour of Stratford-upon-Avon & Entrance to
Shakespeare’s Birthplace

Dinner in Stratford-upon-Avon
Late arrival back

Day 4

Case Study: British Customs & Etiquette

Afternoon Tea at Harriet’s Tea Room
& Punting on the River Cam

Cinema Night

Day 5

Workshop: Note-taking Skills

Lecture: International Trade
& Policy

Q&A seminar with Cambridge Undergraduates

Rounders in the
College fields

Day 6

Project Preparation:
Cambridge Union Debate

Lecture: Emerging
economies and their
performance in the next
decade

Company Visit
Tour of Cambridge Science Park and visit to Cleantech

Rest Evening

Day 7

Workshop:
Presentation Skills

Final Project Preparation:
Cambridge Union Debate

Graduation Ceremony
Cambridge Union Debate

Formal Dinner at the College

Graduation Ceremony
Presentation of Certificates
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Boarding School Programmes
Primary school groups (7–12)
Middle school groups (13–17)

Bucksmore’s Boarding School programme has been perfected over 40 years.
It remains a favourite course for students looking for a traditional summer course in
the English countryside, combining English classes with specialised workshops, as
well as a full activity and excursion programme.
King Edward’s School
Witley, Surrey
Our Boarding School programmes take place in our King
Edward’s School which is a prestigious boarding school
founded by King Edward VI in 1553. The school has
excellent on-site facilities including modern classrooms
with smart boards, a dance studio, and all-weather pitches
across the 100 acre site. King Edward’s is located in a quiet
countryside village just over an hour’s drive from central
London, providing an ideal location for students of all ages.

Key Facts:
Age range:
7+
Location:
Safe and secure
countryside location
Bedrooms:
Single, twin &
quadruple
Bathrooms:
Shared
Social Space:
Shared central
common room, and
social space in each
boarding house with
games and televisions

Facilities:
Swimming pool,
sports hall, tennis
courts and AstroTurf
Internet:
Wi-Fi available
throughout
Security:
Safe and secure
countryside location.
Pin code access to
boarding houses
Airports:
Gatwick 1 hour
Heathrow 45 minutes

Life at UK Boarding Schools
Our students who participate in our King Edward’s
programmes experience what it is like to board at a
prestigious British Boarding School.
One of the key features of boarding school life that our
students love is the wide range of activities and experiences
available to them. These extra-curricular activities give
students the opportunity to develop skills and interests
beyond their regular lessons. For example, our workshops
in STEM, Music, and Business have been pivotal in enabling
students to develop transferrable skills and give them the
opportunity to think about their future.
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These are sample timetables of our Boarding School Programmes. These timetables can all be personalised and customised to each group’s
desires and needs.
Sample British Culture & Heritage Course Timetable
WEEK
ONE

MORNING
09:30 – 10:30

Day 1

Arrivals

Day 2

Welcome Ceremony

Day 3

Full-Day Excursion:
Windsor Castle

AFTERNOON
11:00 – 12:30

British Culture:
Project Introduction

14:00 – 15:30

EVENING
16:00 – 17:30

Tour of Accommodation & Area

Activity: Welcome Games

Language Testing

Activity: Traditional
Village Fete

Windsor Castle Link
Lesson (30 minutes)

Full-Day Excursion:
Windsor & Visit to Eton College

Late return and dinner at
King Edward’s
Windsor Excursion Review
English Lesson

Day 4

Public Speaking Themed Lesson:
King George VI

British Culture Project
Preparation

Public Speaking Themed
Activity: King George VI

Activity: Trash Fashion

London Museums Link
Lesson (30 minutes)
Full-Day Excursion: ‘Politics & Royalty Tour’
Buckingham Palace, Big Ben & Houses of Parliament, Trafalgar
Square, 10 Downing Street, Horse Guard’s Parade

Full-Day Excursion:
Greenwich River Cruise

Day 6

British Royalty Themed Lesson:
English Etiquette

English Afternoon Tea with Special Guests

Activity: Save the Egg!

Day 7

End of Course Language Assessment

British Culture Project Presentations & Prizes

Graduation & Farewell
Ceremony

AFTERNOON

EVENING

Day 5

Late return and dinner at King
Edward’s
London Excursion Review
English Lesson

British Culture Project Preparation

Sample STEM Course Timetable
WEEK
ONE

MORNING
09:30 – 10:30

11:00 – 12:30

Day 1

Arrivals

Day 2

Language Testing

Course Induction Lessons

Introduction to British
Culture Project

Link Lesson London
(30 minutes)

Day 3

Full-Day Excursion: ‘Politics & Royalty Tour’
Buckingham Palace, Big Ben & Houses of Parliament, Trafalgar
Square, 10 Downing Street, Horse Guard’s Parade

Day 4

English Class:
Main Syllabus

Culture Class

14:00 – 15:30

16:00 – 17:30

Tour of Accommodation & Area

Welcome Ceremony

STEM Session

Activity: Welcome Games

STEM Session

Full-Day Excursion:
Greenwich River Cruise

Activity: Film Night

British Culture Project Preparation

Activity: Sports

Link Lesson Cambridge (30 minutes)

Day 5

Full-Day Excursion:
Cambridge Walking Tour
Entrance to King’s Chapel

Day 6

English Class:
Main Syllabus

Day 7

End of Course English Language Assessment

Culture Class

Full-Day Excursion:
Cambridge Punting (Chauffeured punts)

Late return and dinner at
King Edward’s

STEM Session

Activity: Wacky Races

STEM Session

British Culture Project Presentations

Graduation & Farewell
Ceremony

AFTERNOON

EVENING

Sample Marketing & Entrepreneurship Course Timetable
WEEK
ONE

MORNING
09:30 – 10:30

Day 1

Arrivals

Day 2

Welcome Ceremony

Day 3

Full-Day Excursion:
Windsor Castle

11:00 – 12:30

Business Project
Introduction

14:00 – 15:30

16:00 – 17:30

Tour of Accommodation & Area

Activity: Welcome Games

Language Testing

Activity: Traditional
English Dance

Oxford Link Lesson
(30 minutes)

Full-Day Excursion:
Windsor & Visit to Eton College

Late return and dinner at
King Edward’s
Oxford Excursion Review
English Lesson

Day 4

Lesson: Elements of a
business plan

Lesson: Market research
& planning

British Culture Project
Preparation

Business Themed
Activity: Coca Cola

Activity: Talent Show

London Museums Link
Lesson (30 minutes)
Day 5

Full-Day Excursion: London
Visit to Tate Modern

Full-Day Excursion:
London Eye and Explore Southbank

Late return and dinner at
KingEdward’s
London Excursion Review
English Lesson

Day 6

Lesson: Innovation through
technology

Lesson: Financial planning &
risks in business

Day 7

End of Course Language Assessment
British Culture Project Preparation

Case study:
Managing a team

Sports

British Culture Project Presentations & Prizes

Activity: Craft Workshop
Graduation & Farewell
Ceremony
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How to Book
a Course
At Bucksmore, we offer our tailor-made
group programmes during the summer
and throughout the year. Proposals and
quotes are available upon request. Please
see below for an outline of the Bespoke
Courses booking process:
START
Are you interested in our Oxford & Cambridge University
Programmes or our Boarding School Programmes?

YES
Please email your request
to Alex at
ahamilton@bucksmore.com.
(Please include the Key Criteria
of the group as detailed on P5).

NO
Please email Alex at
ahamilton@bucksmore.com.
Based on your desires we can
create your ideal course.

Together with the team at Bucksmore, you will build your ideal
course, with a tiered price based on the number of students
and the academic and social content requested.
Upon confirming details, the Bucksmore team will send you
an Agreement of Cooperation to sign. Please sign this
Agreement confirming the price of the course.

You will receive a deposit invoice to be paid within 14 days
of booking. (The course will not be secured until Bucksmore
receives a deposit of £500 per student).

WELCOME TO BUCKSMORE!
We will be in contact with you to ensure all your questions are
answered. Your Pre-arrival Pack will be sent to you one week
before your arrival.
After arriving, all groups have a formal Welcome Meeting and
orientation of the local area where all details of the timetable
will be explained in detail.
Please note that because all group programmes are designed
specifically for each individual partner, they are ‘closed groups’
and we cannot guarantee any mix of nationalities at the centre.
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Awards &
Accreditations

2019
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Email: info@bucksmore.com
or ahamilton@bucksmore.com
Tel: +44 (0) 2083 128 060
259 Greenwich High Road,
London, SE10 8NB, United Kingdom
bucksmore.com
/bucksmore

bucksmore

/BucksmoreSummer

