
My Father’s Work at Hans Renold 
 
 
My parents started their married life on October 16th 1926. The year the 
General Strike took place and in those days to get any financial support 
you had to go through a Means test. They were hard times and my dad 
went from Manchester to Liverpool to get work at Lewis's Store. He slept 
at The Salvation Army Hostel so you can realise what it meant to him to 
get a job at Hans Renold’s Chain Factory Burnage in the early thirties. 
 
Hans Renolds was a good boss and he had a profit sharing scheme for 
the workers and this enabled them to take their families on holiday when 
the factory closed down for Wakes Week to Southport, Blackpool and 
Rhyl for the sum of £6.00. £2 fare, £2 for the charge of cruet for the 
Landlady and for food which the Landlady of the boarding house would 
cook for you, the other £2.was for spends. 
 
Hans Renolds also gave a Christmas Party for the children of 
theworkers. I can remember going to a few of these along with my 
brother and sister and the presents we used to get from Father 
Christmas. 
 
In later years my brother, sister, aunts, uncles & cousins used to work 
there. My sister didn't stay there long as she was on inspecting the chain 
parts and she got a lot of steel splinters in in fingers which were very 
painful. 
 
I once went to an Open Day at the Factory and I was amazed at the 
noise the workers had to put up with from the machinery. My dad worked 
in the Hardening Department and had to work in front of furnaces but I 
never heard him complain.  
 
I can remember my dad getting a clock when he had served twenty five 
years and my brother also worked there over 25 years. Hans Renolds 
died in 1943 and he left his house Priestnall Hey to The Social Union 
which he had set up years before and I can remember going to Dances 
there. 
 


